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SPENCER BACK IN BRITAIN 


mother’s side 


Adam Fresco and 
Kathryn Knight 

A THREE-HOUR old baby 
was snatched from her oar at 
her sleeping mother's side in a 
modem hospital maternity 
ward yesterday by a woman 
who managed to evade its 
elaborate security system. 

The 61b ISoz girl, Karli, was 
bom by caesarian section at 
950am and her father, Karl 
Hawthorne, was Telephoning 
relatives to break die news 
when she was snatched from 
Basildon General Hospital. 
Essex at 1250pm. 

Tanya Hawthorne was in 
the bed closest to the entrance 
of the Willow Ward and a 
mother occupying a bed a few 
feet away saw the abductor 
and ran to a nearby nurses' 
station to raise the alarm. 

Nurses chased the woman, 
described as blonde and aged 
25-30. through the hospital but - 
were unable to catch her. She 
was driven; away in a black. 
Renault Laguna by a man at 
high speed on the wrong side 
of the road. 

Police cordoned off the area 
around the building, a heli¬ 
copter searched overhead and 
officers with tracker dogs 
scoured the grounds but no 
trace of the car or the abduc- 
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□ 930am: 6ib.15 oz Karfi bom 
by Caesarean section 

□ 10.15am: Mather Tanya and 
baby brought back to Willow 
Ward 

□ 12.40pm: Father leaves 
room to phone relatives 

□ 1230pm: Baby abducted 


tors was found Detectives 
studied video tape from closed 
circuit television cameras but 
it is believed the woman was 
' able to enter the maternity 
ward because dosed circuit 
cameras were not being moni¬ 
tored at the time. 

- Staff reported seeing a 
woman fitting the abductor's 
description — 5ft 6in, wearing 
a three-quarter length beige 
coat — acting suspidcrusly 
around the entrance to the 
maternity ward earlier in the 
day. A1 one stage she had been 
shown out of the building. 

.. Basildon Hospital spent 
£I0Q.<X)0ron-security for die 
maternity ward u/heii a was 
built four years ago but it did 
.not electronically tag babies. 
“Security was tightened at hos¬ 
pitals; after the abduction erf 
baby Alexandra Griffiths, 
from from St Thomas’s Hospi¬ 
tal. London, in 1990. and 
Abbie Humphries, from Not- 
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tingham’s Queen Elizabeth 
Medical Centre in 1994. Both 
babies were found unharmed. 

Doctors expressed their con¬ 
cern for Karli because she was 
so young and had not been fed 
since she was bom. Christo¬ 
pher Welch, clinical director of 
maternity and paediatrics, 
said: "Without proper food 
and fluids the blood sugar will 
drop and-this will affect the 
baby’s brain functions. The 
baby could become dehydrat¬ 
ed and we are worried about 
brain damage. Night is falling 
and it is getting cold so it is 
now becoming critical that we 
find her."• 

Answering criticisms that 
the unit was not fully 
equipped to monitor the busy 
activity of a maternity area, 
Mr Welch said: “The way we 
organise security is that we 
use staff as security. This lady 
and baby were almost caught 
They were seen leaving and 
were chased by staff who tried 
to catch her. but she was mo 
fest“ 

Although the baby-snatcher 
had to go through three doors 
with cameras trained on them 
before reaching the ward, as 
there was no one watching the 
screens by die unirs entrance 
no alarm was raised. 

This falls short erf the NHS 
Executive guidelines which . 
says staff should monitor all 
those entering and leaving the 
unit The last door on to the 
ward had a numeric lock and 
intercom system but it is 
believed the abductor slipped 
through as somebody walked 
out 

Mrs Hawthrone was taken 
from the maternity ward to a 
separate part of the hospital to 
recover. The couple—who are 
not married but who both use 
the surname Hawthorne — 
have a four-year-old boy and a 
nine-year-old girl. 

Detective Superintendent 
David Bright said: “The moth¬ 
er and father and the family 
are distraught as are the 
members of die hospital. We 
need urgently to trace the 
baby, it has hot been fed since 
rt was bom." 





Earl Spencer and his son Louis arriving at Heathrow yesterday. Lord Spencer, granted 
a divorce in South Africa this week, was accompanied by all four children (photograph' p«u 
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Life for RAF man who killed wife 


By Michael Horsneu. 

A SENIOR RAF officer who 
murdered his wile over his 
infatuation with a young Ser¬ 
bian interpreter was sen¬ 
tenced to life imprisonment 
yesterday. 

Squadron Leader Nicholas 
Tucker. 46, who is based at 
RAF Honington. Suffolk, 
looked stunned as the 10-2 
majority verdict was delivered 
after a 13day hearing ai 
Norwich Crown Court The 
jury deliberated for seven 
horns. 

Mr Justice Gage told him 
that he had been convicted of a 


“planned, callous and coolly- 
executed act" 

The judge said he had no 
doubt that Tucker was “besot¬ 
ted” with interpreter Dijana 
Dudukovic. 21. and this was' 
toe motivation for toe murder 
of his wife, Caro). 

Tucker, an RAF Regiment 
officer for 27 years, who had 
seen service in die Northern 
Ireland and the Gulf War, had . 
become involved with Miss 
Dudukovic while serving with 
toe United Nations in toe 
former Yugoslavia. He stran¬ 
gled then drowned Mrs Tick¬ 
er in the River Lark at 
Lackford. Suffolk, in July 1995 


before faking a car crash in an 
attempt to cover his tracks, the 
court was told. 

Carol Tucker's brother said 
last night that he thought that 
justice had been done. Mich¬ 
ael Burch, 62. a retired RAF 
.squadron leader who lives in 
Oswestry, Shropshire, said: “I 
think Nick has got what he 
deserved. But it’s very difficult 
to know what to say about 
him. The whole family is 
shocked.” 

Mr Burch said he had 
spoken io-Tucker's daughter 
Vanessa. 22, who Is married 
and lives in Auckland, New 
Zealand, and his son James, 


IS. who is currently away at 
school. He said: "I think they 
would haw been shocked 
whatever verdict there had 
been.” he added. “I think what 
has happened is just begin¬ 
ning to sink In.” 

Detective Inspector Michael 
Bier, who led the inquity, said: 
“Tucker is a deceitful individ¬ 
ual who planned the murder 
of his wife. Carol was a 
devoted wife and mother, sup¬ 
portive and loyal. Her rela¬ 
tives now have an answer to 
what happened on that fatal 
night” 

Fool for love, page 3 
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By Dalya Alb erg r 
arts correspondent 

AN ARTIST commissioned to 
create the annual Christmas 
tree for the Tate Gallery in 
London has decided to break 
with tradition by displaying 
only a large bin filled to the 
brim with rabbisb. 

Not any : old rubbish, 
though. There is a seasonal 
theme — offerings of Christ¬ 
mas leftovers: empty bottles, 
drink cans, used Christmas 


paper, broken decorations, 
the packaging from toys, gifts 
or food products and dead or 
broken Christmas trees. The 
work’s tide? Christmas Tree 
1997. 

The installation is the work 
of Michael Lahdy, 34, an 
artist at the bright of toe 
contemporary art tree. His 
critically-acclaimed work in- 
dudes displaying shopping- 
trolleys, market stalls and 
bread trays in galleries. One 
critic linked his work to the 


social and political satire of 
Hogarth and Swift Others 
have demonstrated a less 
admirins response: it is said 
that his 1996 garbage-can 
installation at a central 
London gallery was thrown 
out by the night deaners. 

With Christmas Tree 1997. 
according to toe Tate, he 
wanted to show “toe after¬ 
math of Christmas... to draw 
attention to the conspicuous 
consumption which so often 
surrounds the festive season". 
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Robinson to 
face watchdog 
inquiiy over 
offshore trust 

By Andrew Pierce, political correspondent 


THE Parliamentary standards 
watchdog is to investigate 
whether Geoffrey Robinson, 
the Paymaster General, should 
have declared a multimillion- 
pound offshore trust in the 
Commons Register of Mem¬ 
bers' Interests. 

The disclosure wQl add to the 
pressure on Mr Robinson, the 
wealthiest member of the Gov¬ 
ernment, to make a more 
detailed statement about his 
complex business affairs. 

Peter Lilley. the Shadow 
| Chancellor, wrote to Sir Gor¬ 
don Downey, the Parliamenta¬ 
ry' Commissioner for Stan¬ 
dards. after toe disclosure that 
the OrionTrust had bought G 
million of shares in TransTec. 
toe engineering company Mr 
Robinson founded 16 years 
ago. since he became a Trea¬ 
sury minister. 

Robert Sheldon, the Labour 
chairman of the Commons 
Standards and Privileges Com¬ 
mittee said yesterday: “Sir 
Gordon Downey will make a 
detailed analysis of toe com¬ 
plaint and report back to my 
committee. He will make a 
recommendation on whether 
we should mount a full inquiry 
or noL I will take no view on toe 
complaint until he has reported 
to the committee." 

The prospect of a full-scale 
investigation will dismay toe 
Labour leadership, which has 
sought unsuccessfully to draw 
a Line under the affair since 
details of the offshore trusr 
became known at the weekend. 

TransTec shares worth more 
than £12 million, to which Mr 
Robinson was entitled to sub¬ 
scribe under a massive rights 
issue, are held in the trust, 
where any gains they generate 


will be shielded from tax. 
Labour is committed to the 
abolition of offshore trusts. 

In a statement last weekend 
Mr Robinson said he had not 
publicised the trust, which was 
set up for him by a wealthy 
friend the late Madame Joska 
Bourgeois, on toe advice of his 
solicitors and Sir Terence 
Burns, the Treasury Perm¬ 
anent Secretary. 

The Tories are pressing Sir 
Terence to say whether he 
knew' about the post-election 
shares purchase by the trust in 
Mr Robinson's company when 
he gave toe advice. 

Mr Robinson was undaunt¬ 
ed by toe latest twist. In a 
statement issued by the Trea¬ 
sury last night he said: “I made 
a full statement last Saturday. I 
have nothing further to add." 

One minister said: “Geoffrey 
has the full support of toe 
Prime Minister and the Chan¬ 
cellor. The Tories are just muck 
spreading.” 

The Robinson case, page 4 
Letters, page 23 
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Network of cameras was rendered 

useless because no one watched the 
screens, writes Kathryn Knight 


THE woman who stole baby 
Karli passed dozens of nurs¬ 
ing staff and bypassed a 
security door to make her way 
into the recovery rooms in 
Willow ward, where she took 
the sleeping child from the 
first bed that she came to. 

Basildon Hospital installed 
13 security cameras in their 
purpose-built maternity unit 
after a review of security 
following the abduction of 
Abbie Humphries in Birming¬ 
ham four years ago. 

The cameras, pan of equip¬ 
ment costing £100,000, were 
the type of equipment recom¬ 
mended in security guidelines 
issued by the NHS Executive 
IS months ago. They cover the 
main doors and corridors 
leading to the recovery rooms, 
but were of no use because no 
staff were monitoring the tele¬ 
vision cameras when the ab¬ 
ductor entered. 

The abductor went through 
three doors with cameras 
trained on them before reach¬ 
ing the ward. To enter the 
maternity unit, the abductor is 
thoughr ro have entered the 
main doors, past a welcome 
desk which is usually staffed 
by volunteers but yesterday 
was unmanned. From there 
she would turn right through 
a set of unsecured doors 
leading down a corridor. 

From there left through 
another set of doors, again 
unsecured, up a set of stairs to 
the first floor. At the top are 
more doors leading towards 
Willow ward. Access is only 
granted via an intercom but it 
is believed the woman by¬ 
passed this by slipping 
through as someone else made 
their exit. Video cameras are 
positioned on this door and 
pictures are relayed to the 
welcome desk. 

After walking another 30 


yards through three more 
corridors past side wards and 
nursing rooms, including the 
midwives' room, the woman 
arrived ar the four-bed recov¬ 
ery bay where Karli and her 
mother lay resting. 

Karli and her mother lay on 
the first bed on the right, 
leading police to believe that 
the abduction was opportun¬ 
ist A woman 10ft away on the 
left of the bay witnessed the 
abduction and ran 12ft past 
the mother’s bed to the nurs¬ 
ing station to raise the alarm. 
But it was too late. While 
midwives gave chase, the ab¬ 
ductor fled from the ward Into 
a waiting black Renault 
Laguna. 

After the abduction of baby 
Abbie. it was derided not to 
tag newborn babies in the unit 
because doctors felt they could 
be tampered with and ren¬ 
dered useless. Instead they 
rely heavily on the vigilance of 
nursing staff and also issue 
parents with written instruc¬ 
tions not to leave their babies 
atone at any time. 

Sue Jennings, chief execu¬ 
tive at the hospital, said there 
would be a ftill security re¬ 
view. "There was a full sec¬ 
urity review after the 
abduction of baby Humphries 
and specific instructions were 
left with parents not to let their 
children go with anyone'un¬ 
less they knew them." she 
said. "It's always easy to do 
more — clearly if a baby has 
been taken then the hospital 
needs to have a further review 
of its security." 

NHS Executive guidelines 
say that “a culture needs to be 
developed and continually re¬ 
inforced within the maternity 
unit to ensure that staff, 
parents and visitors share a 
commitment to maintaining a 
secureenvrironmenL This will 



Basildon Hospital chief executive Sue Jennings and a consultant display a gown similar to the one that the abducted baby was wearing 


rely on an effective feedback 
system and security training 
for staff ... If is vital that 
parents, visitors and staff are 
aware of the importance of 
security measures, to report 
any suspicious behaviour to 
challenge unidentified people 
and to never leave infants 
unattended." 

Under the guidelines, staff 
monitoring should be carried 
out at the point of entrance 
and exit of the unit. A system 
for all visitors to check in at a 
nurses station or reception 
point is recommended. Tag¬ 
ging of babies is not consid¬ 
ered essential and in this case 
would have made no differ¬ 
ence since the alarm was 


raised immediately by the 
mother in an adjacent bed. 

The guidelines recommend 
that infants should be in view 
of their parents, however 
because the mother in the case 
was recovering from an anaes¬ 
thetic she was not alert and it 
was fortunate that the other 
woman realised what was 
happening and was quick to 
raise the alarm. 

The guidelines also say that 
staff should be aware of all 
visitors on the ward and 
should be trained to raise their 
awareness of suspicious be¬ 
haviour. If a baby is abducted, 
the guidelines say that the 
ward should be closed and 
police called. 


Most infants found unhurt 


BETWEEN 30 and 40 babies 
are snatched each year — the 
majority taken from the street 
— but most are recovered 
almost immediately. 

According to die Portia 
Trust, which helps women 
who take babies, fewer than 
20 infonts have been missing 
for more than a few hours in 
the last 30 years. Most were 
recovered, unharmed, within 
a week The longest absence 
was six months. 

In 1990 Alexandra Griffiths 


By Adrian Lee 

was abducted from St Thom¬ 
as’s Hospital, in London, 
when 36 hours old. After a 16- 
day hunt Janet Griffiths, 33, a 
nurse, but no relation to the 
baby, was caught and sent to 
a mental hospital where she 
spent four months. She died 
from cancer three years ago. 

Abbie Humphries was five 
hours old when she was 
snatched from the Queen 
Elizabeth Medical Centre in 
Nottingham in 1994. She was 
reunited with her parents. 


Karen and Roger, after a 15- 
day search. 

Julie Kelley, 22. took the 
baby to fulfil a phantom 
pregnancy she had staged to 
win back her boyfriend, a 
court was told. She was put on 
probation for three years and 
ordered to have treatment for 
a personality' disorder. Two 
babies snatched in 1994, one 
from University College Hos-' 
pital, London, and one from 
Bath's Royal United Hospital, 
were recovered unharmed. •• 


Labour lawyers ready to 
join revolt on legal aid 

By Frances Gibb, legal correspondent 


LEADING figures in Lab¬ 
our’s legal establishment are 
preparing to revolt over gov¬ 
ernment plans to abolish civil 
legal aid. 

The Society' of Labour Law¬ 
yers meets today to vote on a 
motion that would place it in 
line with all other groups 
opposed to the policy, includ¬ 
ing the Law Society, the Bar 
and consumer organisations. 

The 1,000-strong society has 
already written privately to 
Lord Irvine of Lairg, the Lord 
Chancellor — who is one of its 
presidents — expressing con¬ 
cern about the proposals. To¬ 
day their annual general 


iexpecte 
a motion calling on the Gov¬ 
ernment not to withdraw legal 
aid unless people would be 
better off under alternative 
proposals. 

They also want further re¬ 
search into “no win, no fee" 
arrangements, which the 
goverment plans to take the 
place of most civil legal aid. in 
recognition of the “serious and 
widespread concern" that this 
must be done to show they 
benefit consumers. 

In their letter earlier this 
month to Lord Irvine the 
lawyers said: “Ours is not the 
reaction of self-interested 


practitioners, for you will 
know that those involved in 
our organisation are primari¬ 
ly concerned with legal mat¬ 
ters from the perspective of 
achieving social justice and a 
fair and balanced society, 
while recognising the need for 
radical and fresh approaches 
to meet today’s challenges." 

The lawyers argue that “no 
win. no fee” work will bar the 
poor from access to justice. 
People will need insurance ro 
cover them against the other 
side’s costs if they lose and 
may forfeit up to 25 per cent of 
their damages if they win, the 
lawyers say. 


Legal threat to tobacco ads deal 


By Polly Newton, political reporter 

TOBACCO manufacturers yesterday 
threatened legal action over the European 
Union agreement that will ban them 
from advertising. % . 

They are angry about the deal secured 
on Thursday night in Brussels to phase 
out all tobacco advertising and sponsor¬ 
ship by October 2006. Billboard and 
cinema advertisements will be illegal 
within three years, and those in newspa¬ 
pers and magazines will be outlawed a 
year later. Sponsorship of sport and 
cultural events must end by October 2005. 
with a further year’s grace for “world 
events" such as Formula One grand prix. 

Tessa JowelJ, the Public Health Minis¬ 
ter. said the deal constituted a victory for 
the Government. “We have got the 
protection we were seeking and we have 
got the flexibility for Formula One and we 
are delighted," she said. She had original¬ 
ly sought a permanent exemption for 
Formula One, but indicated earlier this 


week that she was prepared to 
compromise. 

Gareth Davis, the chief executive of 
Imperial Tobacco, said the company 
believed that the EU might have exceeded 
its legal powers. “It is an ill-advised 
derision, because the ban will not have 
the intended effect of reducing oonsump- 
rion but will merely stifle our. ability to 
compete for market share," he said. 
“Fifteen million adults choose to smoke 
and tobacco is a legal product. It seems 
quite wrong that manufacturers should 
be banned from communicating with 
their customers." 

He said the firm was also concerned for 
small British-based sports such as an¬ 
gling, darts and day pigeon shooting, 
which depended on tobacco sponsorship 
but would suffer “because no one at the 
meeting bothered to champion their 
cause". 

A spokesman for the Tobacco Manu¬ 
facturers Association said the flexibility 
allowed to member states in implement¬ 


ing the ban could compromise EU rules. 
He claimed that it was a "blatant abuse” 
of single market regulations. The manu¬ 
facturers might aiso claim that the bah 
infringes their right to freedom of expres¬ 
sion. A Downing Street spokesman said 
die Government had no reason to believe 
.the directive was not legally sound. 

'. Earlier, David . Hinchtiffe. Labour 
chairman of the Commons Health Select 
Committee, welcomed the directive, .hut 
voiced disappointment that the Formula 
One lobby had in effect “got their way in 
Europe”. He told BBC Radio 4’s Today 
programme: “This somewhat under¬ 
mines the efforts made by other spons-tt- 
move away from tobacco advertising. I. 
hope, even at this late stage, that efforts 
win be made to tighten up the tiraescafe." 

Sandy Macara. chairman of the British 
Medical Association, said Ms Joweil 
appeared to have secured the best deal, 
possible in the circumstances although it 
was a pity that it would take so tong for 
the ban to come into force. 
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Publishers halt 
sale of letters 
by Philip Larkin 

By Dalya Alberge. arts correspondent 


THE publishers of Philip 
Larkin’s poetry have taken 
legal action to stop a dealer 
selling a collection of up to 30 
letters. 

Faber & Faber yesterday 
served a writ against 
R. A Gekoski, a London deal¬ 
er in rare books and manu¬ 
scripts. They had learnt from 
The Times on Thursday that 
he was offering the letters for 
£28.000. 

The correspondence was 
between Larkin, the epitome 
of the tortured poet and 
Charles Monteith. chairman 
of Faber between 1977 and 
19SI. and a senior editorial 
consultant until his death. 
They include a “wicked" par¬ 
ody of Ted Hughes. If, as 
Faber believes, it is the pub¬ 
lished example, it is an impor¬ 
tant document and should 
never have left their Blooms¬ 
bury archives. 

Monteith. remembered as a 
quintessential member of the 
Establishment, died in 1995. 
He is believed to have sold the 
letters in 1992 to Dr Gekoski. 
Among the documents is a 
note in which Monteith states 
that they were his property’, 
not Faber's. 

Matthew Evans, chairman 
of Faber & Faber, said: “We 
believe some of the corres¬ 
pondence being sold is the 
property of Faber & Faber. 
We went round to chambers 
this morning to see a counsel 
who got an injunction re¬ 
straining Dr Gekoski from 
selling them until further 
notice. What we don’t know is 
exactly what’s there.” 

The importance of such 


letters lies in that they give 
added insight into an intense¬ 
ly private man. After his death 
in 1985, Larkin's 30 volumes of 
diaries were destroyed, at his 
request 

Dr Gekoski. who is based 
in Bloomsbury, said: “I 
bought the letters from Mr 
Monteith with his written 
assurance that he was the 
owner of the letters. 1 always 
do this. He was a former 
chairman of Faber & Faber 
and a man of the highest 
integrity. I have now no 
reason whatsoever to ques¬ 
tion his judgment 

"The material at issue was 
sold at that time to an Ameri¬ 
can collector and was recently 
repurchased from an Ameri¬ 
can dealer by ourselves." He 
added: “I. feel that in repur¬ 
chasing this material we have 
done nothing either illegal or 
immoral and we have the 
fullest confidence that the 
matter will be resolved satis¬ 
factorily." 



Larkin: intensely 
private man 


HARRODS WILL BE 
OPEN EVERY SUNDAY 
FROM NOW 
UNTIL CHRISTMAS. 


(FOR THOSE 
WHO CAN’T MAKE IT 
WE WILL ALSO BE 
OPEN FROM MONDAY 
TO SATURDAY.) 


From now until December 2ist all our departments will be open 
on Sundays from 11 AM to 5PM. So take advantage of the extra opening • 
days to enjoy Harrods festive 'Nutcracker Christmas’ decorations 

and to find absolutely everything on your Christmas list ’ ■" V 
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He murdered his wife of 23 years... for a 23-year-old woman who had already lost interest in him 


Squadron leader 
was a fool for love 


8y Michael Horsnell 

NICHOLAS TUCKER 
thought that he could fool the 
police and the insurance com- 
Panies. In the end, he was a 
tool for love. 

Even as he killed his wife of 
23 years in a faked car 
accid ent, his 23-year-old Serbi¬ 
an mistress had lost interest in 
him. She turned down his 
entreaties to join him in Eng¬ 
land and married a boyfriend 
within eight months of Carol 
Tuckers death. 

The squadron leader, who 
police believe to be the highest 
ranking officer convicted of 
murder, had also stood to 
benefit from £300,000 of in¬ 
surance policies taken out 
during a 12-year period, al¬ 
though the jury was not told of 
any financial motive. 

However, he miscalculated 
here too. A clause in the 
largest policy, for E17I.000 
taken out with Sun Alliance in 
1990 for death in a road 
accident stipulated that cme of 
the couple had to die inside rhe 
vehide. Tucker, who throttled 
his 15-stone wife before crash¬ 
ing, removed her unconscious 
body from the car before 
placing her face down in die 
river, where she drowned. 

Three days after the death of 
his wife. Tucker, 46, made a 
one-word entry in his diary. It 
read: “Insurance?" It was dis¬ 
covered at his home in die 
officers' quarters at RAF 



Carol and Nicholas Tucker on their wedding day 


Honington. Tucker claimed it 
was a reminder to do with 
getting his car repaired. 

Police made the allegations 
of a financial motive at com¬ 
mittal proceedings last year, 
but the Crown Prosecution 
Service decided not to put the 
insurance evidence before 
jury, relying instead on the 
sexual motive. 

The RAF officer, whom 
police believe feigned mental 
illness for a month upon his 
arrest to prevent their inter¬ 
viewing him while he concoct¬ 
ed a defence, was convicted 
two and a half years after the 
killing. He bit his lip and 


looked grimly down as the 
jury announced its 10-2 
majority. 

He mer his lover, Dijana 
Dudokovic; when she was 
assigned to him as an inter¬ 
preter during a six-month tour 
of duty as a UN military 
observer in Bosnia. A new 
girlfriend, Jenny Peacock, 46, 
stood by him throughout his 
trial. The Ministry of Defence 
said last night that Tucker 
would be formally "required 
to leave the services” and faces 
the loss of pension rights. 

Mr Justice Gage told him 
yesterday: “You drove your 
car off die road into a river. 


then extricated your wife and 
drowned her. To those who 
came upon the scene, you 
feigned unconsciousness and 
pretended you did not know 
how she had died. 

This was a planned, cal¬ 
lous and coolly executed act. I 
take the view that your subse¬ 
quent mental breakdown was 
brought on by feelings of guilt 
and remorse." 

The jury of seven women 
and five men heard that he 
had been unable to explain 
how blobs of his blood from 
three small unexplained cuts 
to his forehead were found cm 
his wife's side of the dash¬ 
board, and on the outside door 
on the passenger side. 

Within hours of the crash, 
traffic officers were already 
suspicious of his account that 
his wife had grabbed the 
steering wheel when she saw 
deer on the road ahead, and 
that he had swerved into the 
river at Larkford Bridge; Suf¬ 
folk. The tyre patterns indicat¬ 
ed the car had not swerved but 
been driven into the river, and 
the vehide was scarcely 
damaged. 

The verdict was relayed to 
Mrs Tucker’s family in 
Oswestry, where her sister-in- 
law Margaret Burch stud: 
“We are still trying to take it 
in. It will take us quite a little 
time." David Shipman, Tuck¬ 
er's solicitor, said his client 
was devastated and an appeal 
was planned. 



Dijana Dndokovic with her husband. She said: T made no promises” 


Larger than life figure who was bom into Service life 


CAROL TUCKER, the officer's 15st 
wife and mother of their two 
children, was the cheerful, caring, 
churchgoing product of a Service 
family. 

The daughter of Squadron Lead¬ 
er Reginald Burch, who was serv¬ 
ing during the war as a flying 
instructor at the RAF College, 
CranweH Lincolnshire; when she 
was bom, Carol Tucker spent her 
life moving from base to base. 

Mrs Tucker, who at 52 was eight 
years her husband's senior, is 
remembered as a “bubbly, helpful, 
friendly person" by her friends. 

Yesterday her brother, retired 
Squadron Leader Michael Burch 


said: “She was big in every way. 
She was an e xtrovert She would 
breeze into a room as the life and 
soul of tiie party. It was Nick who 
was the quiet one. I miss her badly. 
We grew up very dose together. 

“She was an ideal Sendee wife. 
My mother having berm married to 
a Serviceman, the ideas that Carol 
inherited may have been a bit old- 
fashioned. She was a bit of a 
mother hen. But the younger wives 
would always come to her for 
advice." 

Squadron Leader Burch, 62. from 
Oswestry, Shropshire, said his sis¬ 
ter travelled widely with her hus¬ 
band after meeting him in 


THE WIFE 


Germany where she worked for the 
Malcolm Clubs — “a sort of up¬ 
market Naafi”. He added: “I last 
saw her about two months before 
she died when she visited us briefly. 
As for as I knew the marriage was 
all right But you don’t know what 
goes an behind the front door. They 
had never given os any cause for 
concern. But it wasn't in her nature 
to say anything if something was 
wrong. She would keep a stiff 
upper lip." ■’ 

Carol Tucker is buried in a 
double grave in the village church¬ 


yard at Honington, Suffolk, appar¬ 
ently chosen by her husband. 
“Nidc said there would always be 
people to look after her there," said 
Squadron Leader Burch. “But some 
members of the family expressed 
tire view that we ‘would have 
preferred her to he taken home to 
Cheshire.” 

One thing her brother cannot 
understand was the defence evi¬ 
dence that his sister had a water 
phobia and drowned In the River 
Lark when she panicked in the 
dark. Mr Burch said: T am 
surprised to hear of it She was a 
good swimmer." 

Mrs Tucker was a regular wor¬ 


shipper at St Michael's, RAF 
Honington. where the Rev Leigh 
Spicer was the family's neighbour. 
He said: “She was a fairly strong 
personality, quite robust and 
strong. Anger would have been one 
1 of her reactions if she had known 
that Nick was having an affair. My 
feeling at die time was that if she 
had known, she would probably 
have told Nick he was a silly boy. 
and would have talked it through 
with him.” 

Wendy Yarnoid, the wife of a 
Serviceman and Carol’s best friend, 
said: “She was a very large"person 
in every sense — vivacious, bright, 
full of fun. foil of humour; just a 


delightful person. It's a very diffi¬ 
cult life for the wives. The men have 
their careers and the wives bear the 
brunt Carol was a good wife." 

Ian Woodward, a manager at' 
Northgate Motors, in Bury St 
Edmunds, Suffolk, where Mrs 
Tucker worked, said that she left 
the company on the morning of her 
death In order to accompany her 
husband to his new posting to RAF 
Innsworth, Gloucestershire. 

“One day we were saying good¬ 
bye to her and giving her farewell 
presents, the next day we heard she 
had bom killed. We couldn't 
believe it She had such a .nice 
disposition.” 


Temptress 

who led to 

officer’s 

downfall 


THE GIRLFRIEND 


By Michael Horsnell 
and Michael Evans 

THE femme fatale who capti¬ 
vated Tucker refused to pve 
evidence at his trial after 
recoiling from allegations 
against her that ranged from 
prostitution to espionage. 

Dijana Dudokovic, who has 
married since her affair with 
the RAF officer, resisted po.ice 
requests to enter the witness 
box where she feared her 
reputation would be assailed. 

Hie alluring Serbian trans¬ 
lator. 23. who served with the 
UN peacekeeping force in 
Bosnia, was once under suspi¬ 
cion as a spy for the Serbs, but 
the allegation was dropped. In 
court, witnesses portrayed her 
as a manipulative ■ woman 
who had several affairs with 
UN officers and was prepared 
to “prostitute herself" with 
anyone .she thought might 
secure her advancement. 

Miss Dudokovic, a former 
English student at Belgrade 
University who spent nights 
with Tucker. 46. at the RAF 
Club in Piccadilly, yesterday 
rgected her portrayal as a 
Mala Hari figure in the Yugo¬ 
slavian conflict. 

From her flat in Zurich. 
Switzerland, she said: "Eveiy- 
thing that has been said about 
me is a disgrace. We did not 
sleep together. 1 was already 
engaged when I met him. We 
were just friends." 

Eight months after Tucker's 
tour of duty ended in July 1995, 
she had married her long¬ 
term boyfriend Nenad Pfcro- 
vanovic, after obtaining a visa 
allowing her Swiss residence. 
This was despite the entreaties 
of Tucker who had contacted 
both the Immigration Adv¬ 
isory Service and the Refugee 
Legal Centre in London a 
month after his wife's death 
for advice on obtaining asy¬ 
lum for her. 

Miss Dudokovic said: 
“Nick may have been infatuat¬ 
ed with me but I made no 
promises." 

Tucker wrote to Miss 
Dudokovic after jhe. death of 
his wife protesting his love for 
her. She tore up bis letter and 
burnt ft. 


Rise and fall of an RAF high-flyer 


NICHOLAS TUCKER met 
his wife in Germany — his 
first posting after being com¬ 
missioned into the RAF Regi¬ 
ment in 1970 — where she 
worked for the Naafi-style 
Malcolm Clubs far 
servicemen. 

They married in 1974, had 
two children, Vanessa, now 
22. and James, 18. and trav¬ 
elled much of the world with 
the RAF, which he had joined 
as a cadet after leaving 
Wilmslow Grammar School. 
He served in Northern Ire¬ 
land, Cyprus and Belize before 
being promoted to squadron 
leader in 1984 and became an 
expert in nudear, biological 
and chemical (NBC) defence. 

Tucker, who was said to be 
on course for promotion to 
Wing Commander, helped su¬ 
pervise the move of the regi- 


THE HUSBAND 


mem’s training base from 
RAF Catterick, North York¬ 
shire, to RAF Honington 
where he served as deputy 
chief instructor until his 
arrest He returned from the 
Gulf in 1991. where he served 
at Dahran and Riyadh as 
NBC advisor to the force 
commander in the build-up to 
die Gulf War. His marriage 
was sound but he claimed to 
have become impotent 
He absorbed himself in 
researching militaiy history 
and recently had his first book 
In Adversity — the history of 
honours arid awards made to 
members of the RAF Regi¬ 
ment — published by Jade 
Publishing. He had delivered 
the manuscript on a second 


book. When he was not writ¬ 
ing he devoted himself to his 
collection of medals and bayo¬ 
nets. and to his interest in 
family genealogy. 

The posting to RAF 
Honington had been due to 
finish in December 1994 but 
because Vanessa was still a 
student at the West Suffolk 
College, a move would have 
been inconvenient for the 
family. 

He overcame the problem of 
deferring their departure from 
Suffolk by applying for a six- 
month tour of duty in the 
former Yugoslavia as a United 
Nations military observer 
from January 1995. It was 
there that his passions were 
reignited by his Serbian trans¬ 
lator, Dijana Dudokovic. 

The normally methodical 
officer was said to have be¬ 


come her “lap dog", 
his duties to the detriment 
the UN peace keeping force in 
Bosnia. He would cornandeer 
personnel carriers to take her 
shopping in Zagreb when he 
should have been on patrol, 
escort her to “smoochy” par¬ 
ties where he fetched and 
carried the food and drinks, 
give her time off whenever she 
wanted, fix the rotas so they 
could be together, and run 
errands for her family. 

Tucker had applied for a 
two month extension to his 
tour of duty in Bosnia to be 
with Dijana, but when this 
was turned down he returned 
to RAF Honington on July 15, 
1995. Six days later he tocuc his 
wife out to dinner at the Red 
Lion pub at Iddingham. Suf¬ 
folk — “to talk things over". 
She never returned. 


Lawyer jailed for 
drink-drive lie 


By Peter Foster 
WYER who lied to pro- 

ier policeman boyfriend 
a drink-driving charge 
ailed at the Old Bailey 
■day for perverting the 
s of justice. 

[dope Schofield. 35, who 
svorked for the Crown 
cution Service, was led 
ng from the dock after 
vas sentenced to three 
■is. Detective Constable 
Phillips was jailed for 16 
i 5 for his part in their 
pted deception. 

: court had earlier been 
hat the couple spun a 
if deceit after Phillips. 31. 
in accident as he drove 
from a CID Christmas 
last year when he was 
rimes over the legal 
On the way back to the 
v in Hampshire he 
d with Schofield, he 
c. the kerb and had a 
urc. In a panic, he 
d die Range Rover into 
[tearby Biiteme police 
n, where he was based. 
»r being breathalysed 
autioned by police at the 
n, Phillips made several 
o'his girlfriend in which 
a admitted asking her to 
ihe had been driving 
the accident happened, 
hard Ussack, QC, for 
iekf. said that a "moment 



Schofield: undone by a 
“moment of madness" 

of madness” had ruined his 
client’s life. "She has lost her 
name, her position in sodety 
and her career. She will al¬ 
most certainly be struck off by 
the Law Society, adding to the 
humiliation she has already 
heaped upon her head." 

For Phillips, Michael Egan. 
QC. said his client had served 
tiie police with distinction for 
almost ten years. His actions 
had been out of character. 

As he passed sentence. Sir 
Lawrence Verney. the Record¬ 
er of London, said: "The 
interest of tiie public makes it 
essential that 1 pass a prison, 
sentence. That those who of¬ 
fend are deeply involved in the 
process of public justice makes 
this even more serious." 


Call to end court 
ordeal of women 


By A Correspondent 


A JUDGE called fora change 
in die law yesterday as he 
passed a 16-year jail sentence 
on a knife-wielding rapist 
who was able to “intimidate 
and humiliate" his victims as 
he cross-examined them at 
length in the witness box. 

Judge Timothy Pontius 
said mere was "understand¬ 
able public concern” that al¬ 
leged sexual offenders were 
allowed a “virtually unfet¬ 
tered right" to question those 
they were said to have 
degraded. 

The 44-year-old man he'was 
sentencing, who cannot be 
named for legal reasons, dis¬ 
missed three legal teams be¬ 
fore deciding to represent 
himself during his three- 
week-long trail at Knights- 
bridge Crown Court The 
former mechanic made his 
victims repeat every intimate 
detail of their oitkaJs. 

He showed no emotion as 
the judge spoke of his "mercu¬ 
rial and wholly unpredictable 
temperament" and said tiie 
public in general, and women 
m particular, needed to be 
protected from him. "You 
subjected your victims to mer¬ 
ciless cross-examination 
deafly designed to intimidate 
and humiliate," the judge 
said. The judge then appeared 


to re fer to the way that the 
man had accused the women 
he attacked of flirting with 
him, “wanting ft” and “enjoy¬ 
ing" what had happened to 
them. “In tiie course of ques¬ 
tioning them you made the 
most outrageous and repul¬ 
sive suggestions to both wit¬ 
nesses. Those suggestions 
and indeed the whole of your 
evidence were indeed very 
swiftiy and rightly ngected 
unanimously fry the jury." 

The judge said: “The of¬ 
fences in June and September 
of last year both Involved 
protracted and repeated sexu¬ 
al violence of a horrifying 
degree, sexual humiliation, 
degradation and domination 
at your hands.” 

The court heard that the 
first victim, a widow of 38, 
had arrived in limdon late at 
night with nowhere to slay. 
She was lured to his south 
London flat where he pressed 
a kitchen knife to her throat 
and raped her. 

The second victim, a neuro¬ 
scientist of 31, had drunk too 
much celebrating an exami¬ 
nation success. She escaped 
being raped but suffered an 
onZeaL first in a grubby 
concrete rubbish bin recess 
and then at his home. She was 
braised from head to toe. 
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If all fails 


her a hug 



PRESENTS FOR HER 


W ith so many shops reluctant to take back unwanted 
Christmas presents because it depresses their January 
cni receipts, it is important that you buy the woman in 
your life the right gift first time. If you find choosing the perfect 
present too daunting a challenge, then do hot be ashamed just to 
play safe: compromise on something that is sensually feminine, 
but which can be easily absorbed into the' everyday life of the 
household if it turns out not to be, after all her heart's most 
burning desire. This way, if she opens her present on Christmas 
morning and sighs, “Oh darling, it's absolutely lovely, but I think 
there's probably still some life left in the pure badger shaving 
brush/186-piece spanner set/Melinda Messenger cufflinks (one 
breast per cuff, set in sterling silver, very tasteful) -that you also 
bought me last year”, your carefully chosen present is not 
completely wasted. 

Of course, the shops will be closed on Christmas Day. making it 
difficult actually to go out and buy a replacement gift, but do not 
despair: just remember that every “intimate" survey you have ever 
read in Cosmopolitan says that what women most want from their 
man is a cuddle and a sense of humour. So wrap up your arms in 
some festive tissue paper and give your wife or girlfriend a warm 
hug, while telling Her that, hilarious joke about the Duchess of 
York and the dried apricots^ If she baulks at your generous, 
affectionate gift, then it is probably just as well you found out she 
was; an ungrateful, humourless little hussy before you had 
splashed out on buying her a top-of-the-range, Brian Lara- 
endorsed cricketbat for her next birthday.' ■ 

Joe Joseph 


PRESENT her with the 
ultimata transport a 
Hold-up bSra in 
stainless steel, £475 
from Nauticafta (mag 
order t Q1932.253333). 
On bicycle saddle: 
Carolina Herrera’s 
taupe mock-python 

"Keiy bag, £302 
(0181-3589718). On 
handlebars: chroma 
mild-monocular for 
theatre lovers, £37.50, 
Paperehase (0171-580 
8496). For the waman 
who Htes nothing 
better than undressing 
a classical body: 
Mcheiangalo's David 
fridge magnet, £9.95. 
Irani Initial Ideas (mail 
Older, 01548 8310709 

A lasting alternative to 
roses: cream silk 
handbag by designer 
Sam Cross, £86, Koh 
Samti (0171-240 
4280). On bike's back: 
a candle that will last 
aB winter. £K5, Habitat 
(0654 334433). On top 
of candle: silver and ., 
jewelled sphere with a 
replaceable scented 
candle inside. £59.90. 
Parks Candies (0181- 
6306300). 
Contemporary, and 
very precious, 
moonstone, crystal 

and tourmaline, 
bracelet by Sarah 
Weiss, £460, Koh 
Samui (as bekxe). On 
Wee's middle-bar. silk 


andRnertaflppers 
wflh golden 
embroidery, £100, The 
General Trading 
Company (0171-730 
0411). Back suede 
leather beh with 
diamante buckle, 
£39.95,Harvay Nichols 

(0171-2355000). Give 
the green woman in 
your Bfe a tree born the 
BTCV (the British Trust 
(or Conservation 
Volunteers). Fora 
donation of £17, 
volunteers win plant a 

tree as part ol a 
campaign to increase 
the UK's native 
wood and cover 
(01491 839766). 

MIDDLE ROW: Vega 
Fttiire hand-made 
udine glass, in a range 
ot six colours, £58, 
Baccarat (0171-409 
7767). Black nylon 
vanity bag, £480. 
Tanner KroHe (0171- 
491 2243) with several 
compartments to store 
her essential beauty 
aids. Walnut leather 
.CD case, £95, to cany 
her music 

cotectionabroadorin 
the car, Mulberry 
(01749340500). 

Zarvfs redemption 
kit, £35: an indulgent 
set of bath oils and 
herbs, Liberty (0171- 
7341234). Take her on 
eiperlence she will 


never forget a flight 
inaTiger Moth, £139 
. lor 30 minutes, Red 
Letter Days (0181-343 
5354). Or give 
hat wings on her 
(set wth the latest K2 
Extreme Right inline 
■ skates, £159. fioed 
Runner (0171-792 
0684). Christmas 
decoration on ktiine- 
skate: velvet heart. 
£3-25, General Trading 
Comply (as before). 

FRONT ROW (from 
left): French purse, 
£69, and credit-card 
purse, £39, both In 
dark brown leather with 
golden buckle, Harvey 
Nichctis (as before). 
Two-cup luxury chrome 
e spr esso maker. 
£44.95. Ocean (maS 
order, 0800132985). 
Give her a real taste of 
Italy with Antonio 
Cariuccto's Music and 
Menus from Italy, a 
recipe book with CD 
for her to sing along to, 
£16.99, The Conran 
Shop (0171-589 7401). 
Or wrap her in a pure 

luxury: e hand- 
embroidered stiver silk 
scarf, £450, Georgina 
von Etzdorf (0171-409 
7789) 

Photographs by Des 
Jenson. Styling and 
research by Jennifer 
Ruggeberg 


Where you can buy gifts 


I n the annual stampede of 
the Christmas Shopping 
Stakes, former champion 
jockey Richard Pitman 
always waits until well into the 
final furlong before making 
his move. Then, on Christinas 
Eve, he goes galloping into 
Once _A Tree in Cheltenham, 
knowing it is an odds-on 
certainty that he will be able to 
find something there for every¬ 
one on his list. 

“Far anyone like me who 
leaves buying their gifts until 
the very last moment, it's the 
perfect place, full of the most 
interesting and unusual 
presents," says Mr Pitman. 54, 


Richard Pitman gets his last-minute 
presents from a wood and paper 
shop, Michael Cable discovers 


who is now a racing commen¬ 
tator and best-selling thriller 
writer. 

As the name implies, every¬ 
thing sold in Once A Tree is 
made from wood or paper. 
Products come from all 
around the world and 
from toys and games to 
en utensils and from graceful 
African figures carved out of 
ebony to novelties such as 


wooden wrist watches and 
wooden fountain pens. 

The Chdtenam branch, 
located in an award-winning, 
two-storey glass building in 
the heart of the city's Montpel¬ 
lier shopping area, is one of a 
chain of sue up and down the 
country. 

“The Oxford branch is actu¬ 
ally nearer to where I'm living 
these days, but I*m always in 


EXCLUSIVE OFFER 


THE ^ TIMES 


Save £100 on this 
Six-piece saucepan set 



loday The Times and Viners offer readers 
X the chance to buy this quality stainless 
steel six-piece saucepan set from their Insight 
range for just £99, a saving of £100 on the 
mrrp of £199. 

This stylish set has a highly polished finish, 
matching stainless steel knobs and stay-cool 
handles ^ith hanging loops for easy storage, 
it consists of 16,18 and 20cm saucepans and a 


20cm casserole dish, all with glass lids, plus a 
14cm mffk pan and 24cm frying pan. both 
with a non-stick interior. Each pan has a 
5mm encapsulated base allowing the heat to 
be absorbed Quickly, which means food is 
cooked more efficiently. 

Hie saucepans are suitable for all types of 
hobs except induction. Each pan is dish¬ 
washer safe and guaranteed for ten years. 
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CHANGING TIMES 


Cheltenham for the racing and 
my 85-year-old mother still 
lives up the road so l prefer to 
come here," he sayv . : • 

"I regularly uised to buy 
dressing gowns as presents 
from another shop nearby 
called The Square Pillow, 
which was how I first discov¬ 
ered Once A Tree." 

And he adds: “Their stuff is 
so irresistible that I usually 
end up buying presents for 
myself as well as for other 
people. We men normally end 
up with socks and pants and 
handkerchiefs at Christmas, 
so I take the opportunity to 
spoil myself." 

A giraffe carved in the 
Zimbabwean village of Binga 
from the wood of the 
Munyanya tree, a life-size 
heron made from the Indone¬ 
sian softwood bdalu and a 
serpent fashioned from a 
length of creeper, all pur¬ 
chased from Once A Tree, can 
be found decorating various 
comers of the Oxfordshire 
village home he shares with 
Mandy, his wife. 

He also collects walking 
sticks, of which Once A Tree 
has a wide selection, and is 
very taken with its "rain 


my 

favourite 

shop 


sticks" — dried cacrus stems, 
2-3ft long and a couple of 
indies wide, with seeds which 
cascade down inside when you 
turn than, creating a soothing 
sound like falling rain, "Great 
for de-stressing yourself," he 
says. 

It is hard to believe Mr 
Pitman does suffer from 
stress. But his life has been 
tough and success did not 
come easy. Bom within a 
bookmakers’ signalling dis¬ 
tance of the racecourse at 
Cheltenham, he became a 
stable lad because, he says, 
"what else do you do if you’re 
the uneducated runt'of the 
litter who has failed all nine of 
yourCWevdsT 

He went on to win470 races, 
induding just about every, 
classic except the Grand Nat¬ 
ional. for whidi he was cruelly 
pipped in tiie fast few strides in 
1073. . 

Eighteen years later, this 
disappointment was' 'com¬ 
pounded when, as a commen¬ 
tator, he watched exactly the 
same tiling happen to Mark, 
his son by his first wife Jenny 
Pitman. 

During his own 15-year 
riding career, he broke nearly 
«ery bone is his body many 
times over — nose and collar- 




Under starters orders: Richard Pitman with managers Loan Nanness and Belinda Wilson 

racing to become a BBC 
commentator and to run a 
small stud, breeding race- 
. horses and Connemara po¬ 
nies. A true countryman at 
heart, he feels a particular 
affinity with wood and crafts¬ 
manship which is why, he 
supposes, he is so drawn to 
Once A Tree. 

ejust loves the feel 
of wood, he says, 
running his hands 

_■—: -over some of the 

intricate puzzle boxes which fit 
together like jigsaws and come 
in* walnut, burr maple and 
koa. ' - 

"And look at these." he aHric 
reaching for one of the flower 
vases -in lignum vitae, the 
cream, green and brown col¬ 
ours of which change subtly in 
different lights. “They make 
marvellous and relatively in¬ 
expensive presents." 

Naturally, he takes tea £595 
rocfcmgJiorse. by fer tbe'most 
expensive item in the shop, 
and. sportingly agrees to' be 
pictured in the saddle. 

The bid. championship style 
is still there but; as he says 
cheerfully: "I sometimes miss 
the thrills, but not the spills." 

* Once A Tree, The Courtyard. 

Montpellier, Cheltenham (DI242 ' 
224643 - Mon-Sat 9jOtm-53Qpm, 
Sun tlam-Spm. 



Once A Tree specialises ip wood and paper products 


bone ar least ten times each, 
ribs, ankles, legs and arms on 
a regular basis. On topof that 
there was the continual tor¬ 
ture, for a naturally chunlqr 
.figure, of sweating off the 
pounds to make the weight 
So why does anybody do it? 
“There’S nothing like thrill of 
riding half a ton of thorough¬ 


bred over a fence in front of a 
big crowd.’’ he shrugs, with a 
twinkle in his one good eye. 
having lost the sight of the 
other five years ago after being 
repeatedly kicked by a horse 
that threw him as he was 
trying to break it in. 

That happened some time 
after he h$d retired from 



CHRISTMAS is com¬ 
ing, the goose is getting 
frantic and any time now 
the decorations should 
be going up. This year’s 
seasonal Made in China 
novelty is the singing 
Christmas tree, which 
has a sensor attached to a 
branch. 

Walk past the 3210- 

high plastic tree and it 
bursts into life. The 
branches move to reveal 
Large flashing eyes and a 
huge mouth which 
mouths festive greetings 
and bursts of carols. 

The tree comes with a 
mains adaptor and has a 
three-way switch, vol¬ 
ume control and. fortu- 



The singing tree 

nately, an off switch. 
Children love it but older 
elves might find the lim¬ 
ited repertoire grates by 
Christmas Eve. 

Wacky Shaky Christ¬ 
mas Pals are 4in-high 
soft toys buQt around 
rigid plastic bodies. Clap 
your hands and they sing 
Jingle Bells as if on 
helium. On a carpet they 
wobble furiously but on 
a smooth surface they 
jerk through a full circle 
before turning them¬ 
selves off. 

Tim Wapshott 

• Singing Christmas 
Tree. £49.95 plus p&p, 
and Wacky Shaky 
Christmas Pals. £9.95 plus 
p&p, Jmm the Gadget 
Shop (0HS2860860). 


BARGAINS 


There are bargains to be 
had all over the country 
With £100, what would 
you buy? 

THERE is a rotten tree 
stump in our garden. It is 
the only excuse I need to 
visit the West Midland 
Farmers* retail centre in 
Melksham, Wiltshire, 
with my El 00. 

WMF sells practical 
things for formers: sheep 
dip, gate posts, chain 
saws and electric fences. 
There are no frills (farm- 
jfefers do not waste money) 
fpbid everything is built to 
. last It is the sheer practi¬ 
cality that impresses me. 
And the 18 different types 
of Wellington boot, from 
pricey green Hunters to 
heavy blade galoshes 



Beware 
• of hull 


Rural essential 

with real heels and soles. 
Wellies are the first item 
on my list and 1 choose 
the Steel Shanks with 
rust-red soles and shiny 
patent uppers. Not bad 
for E8.95 and a perfect 
accompaniment to the 
£7.95 waterproof suit. Just 
the thing to wear when 
uprooting a tree stump. 

Sadly, WMF does riot 
sell dynamite. But the 
£1951 Hand Power Puller 
Shifts Two Tons is the 
next best thing. Bolt it to 
the wall with the ISin 
adjustable spanner (£9.81) 
and you can shift almost 
anything. 

Having pulled out the 
root I need to chop it up, 
which is why I have spent 
£16.99 on a tree-felling axe 
with American hidtory 
handle. Once the hole is 
filled in and turfed over, 
an old-fashioned galvan¬ 
ised watering can .with 
brass rose (£10.95) is just 
what is needed. 

Now a confession!. I am 
an imposter in WFM. so l 
am going to buy a sign. 
Beware of Bull, for £430. 
There is still enough kit 
over for an aluminium 
fexnp shade and a com¬ 
bine harvester — for my 
fiye-year-old son. 

- Simon 
de Bruxelles 
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get on their bikes 


By Nicholas Wood 

MPs ARE to get pedalling, 
A** introduction of an 
allowance for using their 
in the course of 
parliamentary duties. The 
Top Salaries Review Body is 
fixing a mileage rate, and will 
report early next year. 

■ The move comes more than ■ 
15 years after Norman Teb-' 
bn*s celebrated injunction to 
the unemployed to get “on 
your bike". Sadly, the allow¬ 
ance will be of no use to the 
hordes of Conservatives. 
sacked from the Commons by 
the public on May 1/ • 

' The review body's involve¬ 
ment was announced by Ann 
Taylor, the Leader of the 
Commons. Her move follow¬ 
ed pressure from Anne Camp¬ 
bell, Labour MP for Cam¬ 
bridge, who disclosed that 
during the summer recess she 
was cycling 70 miles a week 
on constituency business. 

Ms Campbell, who does not 
own a car, said she was wear¬ 
ing out the tyres pretty quick¬ 
ly and suggested that 5p a 
mile might be a fair recom¬ 


pense. She admitted dial, 
what in London, she walked 
to -the Commons rather than 
cycling, because of the feroci¬ 
ous traffic. "Cycling is quick- 
. er, healthier-cheaper, does 
not 'add to traffic congestion, 
and does not damage the pla¬ 
net by causing global warm¬ 
ing.” Ms Campbell said. • 
There ; is a trend among 
employers to make generous 
• reimbursement to staff who 
use their bicycles on, company 
business—- a. result of con¬ 
cerns about the environment, 
parking problems, and the 


prospect of local councils 
making higher charges for 
company parking spaces. 

A survey by the C^ydists’ 
Touring Club found that ten 
public and private bodies 
paid a bicycle allowance of 
more than 30pa mile — equi¬ 
valent to rates paid for car 
use: Top of the list is South¬ 
ampton University Hospital, 
which' pays -a, staggering 55p. 
The hospital has severe park¬ 
ing problems, and staff at all 
levels claim the money for 
cycling between its four sites 
or to clinics. Ms Campbell 


TOP TEN CYCLING ALLOWANCES 


Hard lack Brighton students: only university staff can rfaim 
— and even then the rate Calls to 22L5p a mile for more than 
4,000 miles a year. (Source: Cyclists’ Touring dub. July 1997) 

1: Southampton University Hospital_SSp/mfle 

2: Borough of Kensington and Chelsea_44p/mfle 

3: Frehchay Health Care Trust....40p/m3e 

4: Bath & NE Somerset counciL._____40p/mile 

5: The University of Brighton_____ 40p/m3e 


3).7p/mDe 

31p/mfle 


6: New Forest District CotmcD....._.._ 

7: London Borough of Merton_ 

8: East Hampshire District Cotmcil_:_30-2p/m3e 

9: Dovetail Management Consultancy. London _ 30p/m2e 
10: Ipswich Borough Council-30p/mHe 


said that she was seeking only 
a . “token" payment. The 
Southampton rate could buy 
a new bicycle every few 
weeks, she joked. 

The University of Brighton 
pays cyclists 40p a mile, but 
the rate drops to 223p a mile 
for staff who manage to pedal 
more than 4,000 miles a year. 
BAA, which runs Heathrow 
airport, pays a more modest 
!6p a mile, but also encour¬ 
ages staff to leave their cars at 
home by paying them £200 to 
give up their parking permits. 

These figures are well 
above the 6.2p a mile paid by 
the Post Office and the 6.4p of 
the Ministry of Defence. 

MPs can claim 48.4p per 
mile for using their own cars 
for parliamentary business; 
or 223p if they cover more 
than 20,000 miles a year. 

Ms Campbell said: "If you 
go in your car ten miles, you 
get paid E4.8Q. If you travel by 
rail, bus or taxi, you can claim 
the cost back. Go on your bike 
and you don't get a penny. I 
am very keen for cycling to be 
promoted. MPs using their bi- 
cydes is a good way to do this.” 


Anne CampbelL MP for Cambridge, outside King’s College yesterday. She gets round her constituency on her bike 


News at 
Ten time 
debate 
hots up 

By Raymond Snoody 

MEDIA EDITOR 

THE debate over the future of 
News at Ten is intensifying. 
Chris Smith, the Secretary of 
Stale for Culture. Media and 
Sport, has made it dear he 
would prefer that the pro¬ 
gramme remains where it is in 
thesceduies. 

Richard Eyre, chief execu¬ 
tive of the ITV Network 
Centre, is working on a new 
ITV schedule to be announced 
in January. It is widely be¬ 
lieved it will involve a new 
attempt to move the flagship 
news programme. 

When the ITV companies 
previously tried to move News 
at Ten to an earlier time, ife y e 
was a huge politkt&l row', «6h 
letters to the ITC from the then 
Prime Minster. John Major, 
the late John Smith arid the 
Archbishop of Canterfcuxy. 

The support of the big three 
ITV companies. Carlton. Gra- 
nada and United News and. 
Media, which each own 20 per 
cent of TTN. would be needed 
before Newsat Ten could be. 
moved, as would the permis¬ 
sion of die Independent Tele¬ 
vision Authority. - 

During questions ax a 
Media Society dinner bn 
Thursday night Mr Smith 
said the decisi on w as ultimate¬ 
ly one for the ITC. He person¬ 
ally wanted to see a spread of 
main news progr ammes 
throughout the etjening. 
Meanwhile, Nicholas Winter- 
ton. chairman of the all-party 
backbench Media Comminee. 
has put down an early day 
morion calling for News at Ten 
ro stay where it is. 

As if to rub the point home, 
the News at Ten studio has 
been chosen as the venue for a 
Chris Smith press conference 
on Monday to -outline the 
events planned by the Culture, 
Media and Sport Department 
to mark Britain’s presidency 
of the European Union. 

The visit also marks the deal 
signed by 1TN whereby it 
lakes a 49 per cent interest in 
and managerial control of 
Euronews, the European ca¬ 
ble and satellite news channel. 


Girl, 16, 
dies after 
sniffing 
gas fuel 

By Paul Wilkinson 


A CHOIRGIRL who starred 
in an anti-drugs community 
play has died in hospital after 
apparentiy sniffing gas fighter 
fuel. ChanteUe Bleau. 16. is 
thought to have inhaled the 
gas ai a friend’s house. 

Yesterday her parents. Rich¬ 
ard, 38, and Pat Bleau. 42. said 
they had no idea she had 
experimented with drugs, but 
had learnt since her death that 
she had tried gas on a number 
of occasions recently. Her 
mother said: “We are a very 
dose family and there were no 
symptoms or signs of what she 
was doing. I just don't know 
why she aid ft." 

ChanteUe, from Bradford. 
West Yorkshire, regularly at¬ 
tended 1 "the Abundant Life 
Church, an independent 
Christian evangelical church, 
in the dty with her parents, 
her brother. Kelvin, six, and 
five-year-old sister. Natasha. 
She hoped to become.an infant 
school teacher and had recent¬ 
ly been given a leading role in 
an anti-drugs play, called 
Deadly. Deals, which was 
touring schools m^Bradford. 

John Lewis, die principal at 
the Dixon Community Techni¬ 
cal College where ChantaUe 
studied, said-she was a lively 
and popular student "whose 
life has been cut short well 
before its time". She was 
planning to sit 11 GCSEs next 
summer. 

An inquest was opened and 
adjourned yesterday. 



ChanteUe Bleau: 
in anti-drugs play 


BBC puts its faith 
in ‘feel-good’ factor 

By Carol Mxdglby, media, correspondent 


rHE BBC is relying on the 
■fed-good” factor to win the 
Thristmas palings war with 
TV Comedy will’dominate 
he "Christmas Day schedule, 

rich special episodes of One 

root in the Grave. Men 
behaving Badly and They 
n t ink It’s All Over running 

2 * ^ 
Humour and light rater- 
ainment form A* ketone 
if the £42 million schedule 
hroughout the festive 
A Carry On film wD be 
screened on most nights dur- 
nQ the season. Cftrgmas 

rftf TWO Ronnies . Nod Ed- 
nunds and the film The 
uijntsfones and Aunties Fes- 

iiV Bloomers.Tte ^ag artist 

“Ravage. Mrs Merton,, 
'hirlev Bassey and Bette 
riidlcr are among **stars 

eaiured 

period. The spe^ltjr^- 

1 Day film is 77nr Mask, 


i uay nui» — -- 

^^sOr^FoolsAjid i 


Horses trilogy won record 
audiences. Peter Salmon. 
TJBC1 controller, said yester¬ 
day: “8BC1 has an irresistible 
lineup of comedy and enter¬ 
tainment.” However,, a Mod¬ 
ern Times special. The 
Shrine . will explore the pubuc 
pDgrimage to Kensington 

Palace after the ‘ death of 
Diana, Princess ofWale& 

'* Christinas drama includes 
■an adaptation of'Wilkie Col¬ 
lins’ Victorian ghost story The 
Woman In White, as well as 
visits to BaUyldssangel and 
EastEnders. Madame Butter¬ 
fly is BBCTs. Christinas Day 
opera- offering:and die actor 
Simon Callow once again 
becomes Charles. Dickens m 
A Christmas Dickens. 

Yesterday the BBC, which 
traditionally triumphs in the 
Christmas viewing ratings. 

confirmed that the children's 
favourite Teletubbies 

start 2h hours late on Chnst- 
mas Day to give children the 
chance to open their presents- 
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AFTER LAUNCHING THE AUDIO CD 
PHILIPS LAUNCHES THE AUDIO CD RECORDER 
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For more information on your nearest stockist, please ring our Help Line on 0181 665 6350. 
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The British star with, top row from left those of Ireland, Portugal, Greece. Spain. Italy, Denmark and France; and, bottom row, Fink 
Germany. Belgium. Austria. Sweden, Holland and Luxembourg. The logo is circular with Britain's star at the centre 

Young design stars are 
image of united Europe 


The Tories thought of it. Labou r 
approved it, but 32 children created 
the logo for Britain’s presidency 
of the EU. P oily Newton reports 


__ company 


IT WAS hailed by Tony Blair 
yesterday as the latest symbol 
of new Labours drive for a 
new Britain. But' the UK's 
logo for its six month presi¬ 
dency of the European Union 
was commissioned under the 
Tories, with orders that it 
should reflect "modern 
Britain". 

Newell and Sorrell, the 
London company that con¬ 
ceived the logo, began work 
on it last April. The original 
briefing came from dvif ser¬ 
vants at the Foreign Office, 
which was then under the 
stewardship of Malcolm 
Rifkind 

The logo, which will appear 
on EU literature published 
during Britain's presidency, 
cost £38,000 to design .and 
produce. It was created in five 
hours one day in July at the 
company's offices in Primrose 


HilL North London. Thirty- 
two children aged between 
eight and II were invited to 
design 15 stars, each repre¬ 
senting one of the countries of 
the EU. 

For each star, a British 
child was paired with one 
from another EU member 
state to create a design that 
encapsulated their ideas of 
that country. Three children 
collaborated on Britain's star 
and three on the one for 
Luxembourg. The British 
children were chosen mainly 
from schools that had worked 
previously with Newell and 
SorrelL The European child¬ 
ren. most of whom were living 
in Britain, were found 
through personal contacts or 
their countries’ embassies. 

Many of the stars reflect the 
landscape and climate of the 
countries they represent. Swe¬ 



Spirit of co-operation: Anna S til well of Portugal and Nathan Adamson of Britain designing die Portugese star 


den has mountains, Portugal 
the sun and the sea and 
Germany rivers and forests. 
Denmark has a Viking boat 
and the little Mermaid. Oth¬ 
ers .were inspired more by 


culture: Austria, the birth¬ 
place of Mozart, features‘mu¬ 
sical notes and Italy has a 
pizza, which is the favourite 
food of both boys who created 
its star. And this may be 


modem Britain but the UK's 
star features the most tradi¬ 
tional British symbol of all .— 
the Union Jade. 

John Simmons, a director 
of Newell and Sorrell, said: 


“We were given the brief that 
we needed to reflect Britain's 
role as a modern and full 
member of the EU and also to 
exemplify die excellence of 
Britain's up and coming 


young design talent — It 
sounds like the words of new 
Labour but ft was actually in 
> the brief from the previous 
government" 

Mr Simmons said it was 
that initial request which 
eventually inspired the idea of 
children working together to 
create a logo. Once Labour 
had won the election, NeweU 
and Sorrell made more de¬ 
tailed plans in consultation 
with the new Government 
Mr Blair is said to have been 
dosdy involved. 

Asked whether the finished 
design would have been any 
different if the Conservatives 
had been returned to power, 
Mr Simmons replied: “It’s 
hard to say." 

The Prime Minister met the 
young logo artists yesterday 
at Downing Street shortly 
before tbdr design was un¬ 
veiled at a press; conference at 
Waterloo International Sta¬ 
tion. Mr Blair, accompanied 
by his wife. Cherie. tried to 
greet each pair of children in 
toe app ropriate language. “I 
was trying to think of 'good 
day* in every language and 
11m afraid I only got up to 
about five. 1 stopped at Fmn- 




ish," he said. In his foreword 
to a booklet that explains how 
the logo was created. Mr Blab- 
says that ire wants to see 
Europe looking forward to a 
brighter future far everybody. 
"That is why ] wanted the 
symbol for the United King¬ 
dom’s Presidency to represent 
the future. I ashed children to 
come together to create-a 
vibrant and youthful picture 
of Europe.” 

A Foreign - Office spokes¬ 
woman said that Mr Blair 
and Robin Cook, the Foreign 
Secretary, had been consulted 
about the detail of .the logo 
"straight away" after Labour’s 
election victory. She said it 
was not surprising that the 
Tories had asked fin - a logo to 
reflect modern Britain. "I 
don't think that to come up 
with ‘modern Britain' is that 
novel, do you?" 

Mr Blair had taken the idea 
a step farther, however. 
"What the Pome - Minister 
was saying today: wasabouta 
modem, forward-looking 
Britain and involving altohe -. 
people right down : to die ■ 
production of the toga' with 
the emphasis being on young 
people." 


Blair tells farmers 


By Jill Sherman and Philip Webster 


TONY BLAIR urged protest¬ 
ing farmers yesterday to stay 
within the law as lorry drivers 
demanded compensation 
from the Government for 
trade lost because of the 
blockade. 

At the same rime the Irish 
Government said that beef on 
the bone should be withdrawn 
from sale. The strongly word¬ 
ed advice, which stops short of 
a ban. was issued by repub¬ 
lic’s Health Minister, Brian 
Cowen. after Britain's 
decsision to impose a ban. 

It was confirmed yesterday 
that the British dban will be 
implemented a week on Mon¬ 
day. Jack Cunningham, the 
Agriculture Minister, is rrying 
to win Treasury backing for 
an emergency package of'help 
for Britain’s poorest hill farm¬ 
ers. who will be hardest hir. 

As rhe beef row overshad¬ 
owed the launch of Britain’s 
logo for its presidency of the 
European Union. Mr Blair 
said he fully understood the 
difficulties of farmers, but 
blockades did not help their 
case. ’The rule of law' must be 
upheld and we will ensure 
that it is." he said. 

Robin Cook, the Foreign 
Secretary', also delivered a 
strong message to the farmers, 
condemning their attempts to 
blockade the ports in protest at 


imports of cheap beef from 
Ireland. “We took a very firm 
line with France when there 
was a blockade recently of the 
lorries. I’m afraid we cannot 
apply different standards to 
Irish drivers now," he said. 

Dr Cunningham is trying to 
persuade Gordon Brown, the 
Chancellor, and Alistair Dar¬ 
ling. Chief Secretary to the 
Treaury, to raid the Govern¬ 
ment’s contingency fund to 
help the hard-pressed beef 
industry. But ministers are 
nervous about announcing 
any compensation package at 
present because of the grow¬ 
ing disruption at British ports. 

Although ministers, partic¬ 
ularly Dr Cunningham, 
believe that many of the 
farmers have a good case and 
desperately need help, the port 
demonstrations have provided 
a presentational problem 
because they cannot be seen to 
be giving in to force. 

After a lengthy discussion in 
the Cabinet on Thursday. Dr 
Cunningham is understood to 
have drawn up a plan of 
action to help hill fanners, 
particularly those on low in¬ 
comes. Some are living on less 
than £10,000 a year and he is 
anxious that sparse resources 
are concentrated on them. 

Next week there will be a 
period of statutory consult- 
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Strange, the French 
look jumpy ■■ 

arion and an order laid before 
Parliament on Friday to en¬ 
able the ban to be imposed. 

The Prime Minister, speak¬ 
ing at the launch the logo for 
Britain's presidency of the EU. 
made clear that ministers had 
acted immediately on the ad¬ 
vice of the Government’s chief 
medical officer. Sir Kenneth 
Caiman. "It was on his strong 
advice that we took the action 
thar we did. We would be 
subject to equal criticism had 
we neglected it." 

Earlier the European Com¬ 
mission warned Britain that it 
could face rapid legal proceed¬ 
ings in the European Court if 
it failed within five days to 


take adequate measures to 
stop the blockade. 

Mario Monti. Commission¬ 
er for the Single Market, has 
demanded detailed evidence 
that action is being taken to 
ensure that meat from Ireland 
and the Continent is passing 
freely through British ports. 
"The five days are a deadline,” 
the commissioner’s spokes¬ 
woman said. Under EU law, 
the Commission can seek an 
urgenr injunction from the 
Luxembourg court ordering a 
government to repair a breach 
of the law on the flow of goods. 

Yesterday Tony Blair set out 
Britain’s agenda for the EU 
presidency, which starts next 
month, insisting that member 
states should work as a team. 
He emphasised that Britain 
would work constructively 
with its European partners to 
ensure that the single currency 
was launched suoessfully. 

Mr Blair also dismissed 
recent suggestions that Britain 
would not be part of the 
"Euro-X" — the inner circle of 
the 10 or 11 countries that will 
be in the first wave to join the 
single currency. He said: 
“Let's just wait and see what 
will happen about that. We 
have made our position clear 
and it is understood and 
essentially supported by our 
European partners." 

Simon Jenkins, page 22 


Protesters 

deliver 

violence 

warning 

By Michael Hornsby - 

AGRICULTURE 

CORRESPONDENT 

FARMERS warned the Gov¬ 
ernment yesterday that pro¬ 
tests against felling incomes 
and cheap food imports could 
spread and - become more 
violent if the police took 
tougher action against port 
demonstrations. 

Up to now the police and 
port authorities have co-oper¬ 
ated with protesting farmers, 
allowing them to stop and 
question tony drivers and 
persuade them to turn round 
and return home. 

Peter Rogers, a leader of the 
fanners in North Wales who 
have been picketing Holy- 
head to stop Irish beef im¬ 
ports, said: "I have been 
trying to keep the protests 
within bounds, and the police 
have been very helpful. But I 
fear (he mood may be chang¬ 
ing because the police are 
under pressure from the Gov¬ 
ernment to bake a tougher 
line. That would make it 
much more difficult to con¬ 
tain the situation." 

Mr Rogers, who has 
fanned on Anglesey for 25 
years, was speaking after 
meeting Ron Davies, the 
Welsh Secretary, with other 
farmers’ representatives. "We 
had a fair hearing, but made 


SttenraBiy Cal mi'yriig (irateatby 200^ ' 
femora oaTTmrsdiiy tnarnliig. Atleast 
seven (ontestumod back, 13 nl lowed to 
continue. Smaller protest at Cab m y na . 
Intermittent picketing of both porta 
since then 





Holyhead: 400 femora , • 
tipped 40 tons of Irish 
beefb urg ers Into the sea.. 
Knottier big protest on . 
Tuesday. Permanent pickets 
el op to 50 farmers la place 
since then. Fanners allowed 
by police and port 
authorities tomantor 
cargoes and persuade 
lorries to turn back 


I Ffehguartd/Pembroka: protests since 
Tuesday. PoHee say (Swaption limited to | 
delay* for small number of lorries 
U carrying Irish beef or dairy produce. No 
H damngo yet to property 


Uvwpodl: t&rmera teratwnirQy 
b locked Seiforth port daring 
WednesdayThnsdaarntebt- Irish 
beef lontes leave port by dtdareat 
route avoiding protesters 
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Roche; 200 fanners de m o n str a te 
on Erl (fey morn tag outside meet.' 
processing plant that Imports = ‘ 
Irish beef 


'J Newton Abbot: Fanner* driving 
Sg gK & -a doEBiwoJ tractors etaige 
>r ^ Ig.protest on W e dnesda y' /*'■ '• 


little progress," Mr Rogers 
said. “There was probably pot 
much he could do. It is Jack 
■ Cunningham, the Minister of ' 
Agriculture,, and Tony Blair 
who have got to come up with 
the help we need." • 

In a joint statement Issued 
after the meetings Mr Davies' 
“acknowledged .the problems 
facing agriculture: and the 
depth of frusifoMion that was 
felt". He recojgtused farmers' 
legitimate right to protest, but 
said they must "obey the law 
and not impede the free 
movement of goods". 

The only act of violence so 
far was at Holyhead early last 
Monday when farmers am¬ 
bushed a tony and tipped its 


cargo of Irish beefburgers 
into the ^sea. Since th'eti pro-, 
tests have, spread, to- 'Fish¬ 
guard ' and.'. Pembroke in 
South Wales, ’'to Stranraer 
and Cainuyan- m southwest 
Scotland, and to Hull'and 
Dover. 

Last night- fanners in the 
West Country found a new 
target, picketing the Millbay 
Docks at Plymouth. Anthony 
Gibson, regional director of 
the National Fanners’ Union, 
said the aim was to put 
pressure on the Government 
to "pull their finger out” 

Jim Walker, a beef and 
sheep farmer from Dumfries 
and Galloway who has been 
involved in the Scottish pro- 
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tests,. skid: a 

good reiationslupdMtti; the 
police so far. We-afe affawed 1 
to talk to the. ftrigncl. and! 
persuade them yretura 
home. Last nighr'sevftQ dnv- 
ers agreed to >tirrn .back. 
Thirteen others wereatiowd 
to continue therjpdr^s.^ 
The protesters. hi*w*stab: ; 
fished a similar arfzn&saatt 
with police elsewhere. But the 
Government fe/unde^.grpw- 
ing pressure from''to take 
tougher action. .../ ••T ' 
Daniel Hodges. spatesnian 
for the Road Haulage Assba- 
ation, said that ft 
compensation for any actio** 
that prevented drivers from 
earning their livefihpods. V 


Orange Just Talk means no written contract 
or monthly bills. £149.99 r.r.p. gets you a 
Just Talk Motorola mr201 phone, connection to 
Orange and 15 minutes of free calls; Because 
there are no ties, it's the perfect Christmas gift 


No credit check needed. 
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Orange digital network covers 95% of 
the UK population and is still growing, with 
a further £8Q0m being invested. 


For more information cal! Oran go direct on 0800 80 10 80 or visit vrnv. ompge.ee. *-k 
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By Russell Jenkins 


A RAPE Victim aged 9 was 
murdered after she told her 
attacker that she was going to 
tell her mother. Kayleigh 
Ward was trying to leave the • 
scene of the attack in Chester 
when John O’Shaughnessy 
strangled her with his belt and 
threw her body into the tidal 
waters of the River Dee. 

Yesterday, ■O’Shaughnessy, 
31, was jailed for a minimum 
of 30 years at Mold Crown 
Court. Kayleigh’s mother - 
Yvonne Ward, 37, sitting in the 
gallery, shouted; “1 heme you 
rot in Hell." 

Mrs Ward, who has two 
other children, said after- ' 
wards; “Now that the trial is 
over, we can begin to think 
abour living again. However,, 
our lives will never be the. 
same now that Kayleigh has 
gone, and with the knowledge 
of the terrible circumstances 
surrounding her death.” 

O’Shaughnessy. an unem¬ 
ployed drifter, spoke only to 
plead guQiy. Mr Justice Mau¬ 
rice Kay said: “There is no 
crime more horrific than the 
murder of a child. You used 
her, aged 9. and a little over 
4 ft tall, for your sexual gratifi¬ 
cation. You determined to kill 
her because you knew that if 
she had lived you would have 
faced prosecution for rape. So 
you strangled her and threw 
her into the river m the most 
inhuman way. 

“It is difficult to imagines 



Kayleigh Ward: body 
was thrown into river 

anything more depraved, cru¬ 
el or cowardly." 

The Ward ■ family and 
O’Shaughnessy, an unem¬ 
ployed drifter, lived at the 
same council-run halfway 
house for the homeless in 
Lome Street. Chester. Kay¬ 
leigh went missing six days 
before Christmas last year. 
The court heard that she had 
met O'Sbaughnessy in a late- 
night supermarket after re¬ 
turning' from her school’s 
Christmas disco. O’Shaugh¬ 
nessy persuaded her to take 
the riverbank path with him 
<xi the way to a chip shop. 
Once they had readied a 
remote spot, he ordered her to 
remove her shoes and tights 
and raped her: 

John Rogers, for the prose¬ 
cution. said: “At this point, she 
said tohim. TT1 tell my mum. 
I’ll tell my mum. Ill tell Beth 


(her older sister]'." She 
dressed and turned to walk 
back up' the -steps 'from the 
riverbank when O’Shaugh¬ 
nessy pulled off his belt and 
strangled her. When the belt 
broke, he made sure she was 
dead by tiring her tights. He 
carried her body to the river’s 
edge and threw her into the 
tidal waters, hoping that she 
would be carried into the Irish 
Sea. Asked later by police why 
he killed her. he replied: “She 
was bound tojtavetold people. 
It was the easiest way out" 

Mr Rogers said that 
O’Shaughnessy was inter¬ 
viewed as a matter of routine, 
and again when he changed 
his alibi. Four days later, he 
took an overdose and was 
hospitalised. He confessed 
shortly after the body was 
found. • 

O’Shaughnessy was given a 
concurrent life term for rape. 
Alex Cariile, QC. for the 
defence, said that he was a 
depressive with minor previ¬ 
ous convictions. He had led an 
unstable life with an insecure 
childhood, like Kayleigh’s. 

■ Mr -Cariile suggested that 
the decision by a depressive to 
rape and murder Kayleigh 
amounted effectively to sui¬ 
cide, and that he should be 
given credit for making a full 
confession • and pleading 
guilty. He said: “Although the 
rape and murder were acts of 
the most terrible cruelty and 
cowardice, the decision to 
plead guityis not" 



O’Sbaughnessy: his crime was depraved, cruel and cowardly, said the judge 


Streetwise tomboy who walked into danger 



Yvonne Ward: family; 
evicted from estate ■’ 


IT WAS last Christmas’s bleakest 
story: a heart-Wrenching public appeal 
fora vanished, streetwise child- In the 
season of goodwill, police attempted to 
entice Kayleigh Ward back home with 
a promise of a CD player from Santa, 
a lavish gift in an impoverished 
family. 

Kayleigh was an impish tomboy 
with a jagged fringe, cut by her sister. 
Classmates nicknamed her Oddbod. 
She knew her way around the streets, 
liked to talk to tramps, and it was 
thought that she may have taken up 
with Gypsies <k jumped on a ferry to 
Ireland. But she was dead even as 
Cheshire'police launched one. of its. 
largest hunts, pursuing 350 reported 


sightings around the counfry, search¬ 
ing waste ground and trawling canals. 
Two months later, her partially 
dothed body was thrown up by an 
unusually high tide. 

Kayleigh sometimes played truant 
from Blacon Hall Junior School. She 
liked to visit sports centres and 
shopping parades and could be dis¬ 
ruptive. Although far from a star 
pupil, she is remembered with affec¬ 
tion by teachers who dwell on her 
toxnbqyish charm. 

Her father had left her mother some 
years ago. Mrs Ward, 37. had brought 
up her three children on the deprived 
Blacon estate. In October last year. 
Mis Ward was evicted from her 


council house for non-payment of rent, 
and resettled in two rooms in a council 
halfway bouse. It was a hugely 
disorientating experience for 
Kayleigh. whose truancy shot up. It 
also placed her in the path of her 
killer, another resident of die hosteL 

In the days after Kayleigh’s disap¬ 
pearance. Mrs Ward railed against 
the eviction as "heartless". The 
council’s bousing chiefs suggested 
gently that Mrs Ward failed to son out 
her affairs despite multiple county 
court hearings. 

Kayleigh knew her killer welL She 
thought of him as a friend and, says 
her mother, would have “gone off with 
him quite innocently". Mrs Ward 


said: “I was living under the same roof 
as the man who murdered my daugh¬ 
ter. He pretended to show’ concern for 
me. I made him tea and, when be was 
short of money. 1 gave him food out of 
the cupboard. I even gave him money 
two days before Kayleigh was found." 

It was O’Shaughnessy. she said, 
who told police that three Gypsies had 
knocked at (he hostel door looking for 
Kayleigh “but it was him putting the 
police off the track". 

She described her daughter as a 
“tomboy with a heart of gold — she 
was never spiteful and always gener¬ 
ous. If one person was sitting in the 
gutter and one in a Rolls-Royce. 
Kayleigh would treat them the same." 


Killer stopped 
from suing 
health chiefs 


By Mark Henderson 


CHRISTOPHER CLUNIS. 
who stabbed Jonathan Zito 
to death at a London Under- 
Btound station in December 
1992, was stopped yesterday 
by the Court of Appeal from 
suing the health authority 
that had treated him. 

Jayne Zito, the victim’s 
widow, afterwards withdrew 
her action against Clunis for 
assault and trespass, which 
was conditional on his win¬ 
ning damages. She has no 
legal right to sue the 
authority. 

The appeal ruling means 
that healih authorities can¬ 
not be held liable for mental¬ 
ly ill patients not sectioned 
under the Mental Health Act 
if they commit violent crimes 
as outpatients. Clunis was 
told that Camden and Isling¬ 
ton Health Authority bore 
no duty of care towards him 
after his release from hospi¬ 
tal in September 1992 and 
could not be held responsible 
for his actions. 

The derision overturned a 
High Court ruling that 
allowed Clunis to sue. He 
was refused leave to appeal 
to the House of Lords, al¬ 
though his lawyers intend to 
petition die law lords to have 
an appeal heard. 

Clunis stabbed Mr Zito. 
27. in the eye at a station in 
North London. Mrs Zito, 
who does not blame Clunis 
for her husband's death and 
regards him as a victim, said 
she was disgusted by the 
appeal derision. 

“I could understand if it 
was on the ground that he 
should not benefit from kill¬ 
ing Jonathan, but not on the 
basis that the authority had 
no duty of care." she said. 

“That somebody like him 
could walk imo the street 
with a knife, while highly 
vulnerable and dangerous, 
and kill someone, and yet 
nobody has a duty of care - 
well. they might as well have 
put the knife in his hand 
themselves." 

The ruling effectively ab¬ 
solved health authorities 
from the duty to provide 
proper care far the mentally 
ill. she said. “It is giving 
carte blanche to psychia¬ 
trists to discharge people 
imo - the community and 


when something goes terri¬ 
bly. terribly wrong, there is 
no redress." 

Mrs Zito. who had been 
married for three months, is 
the founder of the Zito Trust, 
which campaigns on mental 
health issues. 

She said that since her 
husband's death, more than 
100 killings had been com¬ 
mitted by people who had 
had contact with psychiatric 
services. 

Clunis had claimed re¬ 
dress for “injury. loss and 
damage” caused by the fail¬ 
ure of a Camden and Isling¬ 
ton doctor to have him 
sectioned after his release 
from Guy's Hospital. He 
believes that he would not 
have killed had he bem 
admitted to hospital, and 



Jayne Zito: forced to 
drop her own action 

that he is unlikely to be 
released from Rampton spe¬ 
cial hospital, Nottingham¬ 
shire, where he was detained 
indefinitely after admitting 
manslaughter on the ground 
of diminished responsibility. 

Lord Justice Beldam, sit¬ 
ting with Lord Justice Potter 
and Mrs Justice BraceweU, 
held that it would not be just 
and reasonable to impose a 
common-law duty of rare on 
an authority in relation to its 
duty to provide aftercare. 
Nor would it be reasonable 
to hold the authority liable to 
Clunis for the consequences 
of his criminal acL 
Camden and Islington 
Health Authority said it 
would have been wrong for 
Clunis to have benefited 
financially from, the killing 
he had admitted. 
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PMT vitamin 


100,000 protest letters sent to MPs over proposed ban 
on the sale of vitamin B6, writes Dominic Kennedy 


A campaign has been 
launched by thou¬ 
sands of women who 
lake the vitamin B6 
after the Govemmem an¬ 
nounced plans to ban the 
supplement from sale. 

An estimated 100.000 letters 
have been sent to MPs by 
those championing die free¬ 
dom to buy the supplement, 
from health food shops. The 
vitamin, taken to relieve pre¬ 
menstrual tension or by those 
on hormone replacement ther¬ 
apy. costs about £2 for a jar 6f 
50 pills. 

The Pood Safety Minister, 
Jeff Rocker, provoked an out- 
ay in July wheat he proposed 
outlawing the sale of anything 
but the weakest doses of 66. 
Pills containing SOrng or more 
of the vitamin will require a 
doctor's prescription. 

Already British women are 
buying in bulk on the Conti¬ 
nent because many pharma¬ 
cists have voluntarily cleared 
their shelves of the pills. The 
M PS Teresa Gorman, who has 
been taking vitamin 86 for 20 
years, and Ann Winterton are 
leading the campaign in Par¬ 
liament to persuade Mr 
Rooker to change his mind: 

The row has thrown the 
jht back onto Katharina 
iton, who invented the term 
PMT 40 years ago and has 
since helped women to defeat 
charges, including murder 
and arson, in court Her study 
in 1987 blaming vitamin 86 for 
nerve problems in patients is 
the main medical evidence 
cited by Mr Rooker to justify 
die ban, which threatens the 
future of many health food 
stores. The only other key 
piece of scientific researches a 
study of the effects of large . 
doses of the vitamin on 
beagles... 

The campaign for freedom . . 
to buy the pm has beengab- - 
ordinated by the makers and: 
sellers of PMT health supple¬ 
ments. an industry worth an _ 
estimated £87 million a year. 



PrDaltcm, who coined the phrase PMT 40 years ago 



Rooker. to ban vitamin 


Vitamin 86, also known as 
pyridoxine, occurs naturally in 
grains, potatoes, milk, meat 
and beer. The average diet 
easily exceeds the required 
daily dose, and deficiency is 
rare. Since the 1930s it has 
been recommended as a di¬ 
uretic. Women who have prob¬ 
lems with water retention, 
which can cause discomfort in 
the abdomen or breasts, have 
long hailed the vitamin as 
their saviour. Such symptoms 
are comm onfy experienced by 
PMT suflerersor middle-aged 
woraeriVop hormone replace¬ 
men t therap y, / . 

Via I®7pr Dalton, who has 
a private dink: m iondoft, 
wrote a study oh the effects of 
vitamin B6 overdose. A 49- 


year-old woman who had 
taken. 75mg of foe vitamin 
daily, along with zinc, magne¬ 
sium and multivitamins for 
two years, complained of sen¬ 
sations such as ants biting her 
legs, electricshock pains in her 
brad and numb fingertips. 

- - Some women suffered such 
bone pain and muscle weak¬ 
ness foal they feared that they 
had multiple sderosis. Two 
sought professional advice 
after losing their sex drive. Dr 
Dalton's study earned a prize 
from foe Royal Free Hospital 
School of Medicine but gath¬ 
ered dust until the Consumers' 
Association, publishers of 
Which?, urged foe Govern¬ 
ment to review the safety of 
vitamin supplements. 

The Committee on Tenacity 
of Chemicals in Food, made 
up of experts appointed by the 
Chief Medical Officer, calcu¬ 
lated that tiie lowest safe dose 
of vitamin B in humans was 
50rag a day. Leaving a margin 
of safely, and considering that 
a study 23 years ago had 
shown an adverse effect on 
dogs fed. the vitamin, foe 
committee recommended a 
maximum daily intake of 
-10mg. . • 

‘- .Health" food shops now 
claim they face ruin. Vitamin 
' 66 is one of the commonest. 
products on their shrives. 



‘I feel more 


energetic 
and more 
balanced’ 


Carolyn Laxter in her office with some of the vitamin pills she takes daily. She began taking B6 to counter stress 


C arolyn Larrer 

began taking Vitamin 
66 after asking her 
health food store to 
recommend a remedy for 
stress. She has been taking 
(he IQOmg pills for 18 
months with no adverse 
effects. 

“I had been finding foal 
very little things were 
irritating me," Mrs Larter. 

29, of Godaiming, Surrey, 
said. “I would get cross 
about stupid things that went 
young at work, I would be 
in a bad mood for hours 
afterwards when it should 
have just passed." The pills, 
which contain a B 
complex of several vitamins, 
made a difference within a 
week. If large doses are 
outlawed, Mrs Larter 
fears that some doctors will 
be reluctant to prescribe 
B6 because GPs rely more on 
drugs. "If you go to the 
doctor and say you are 
feeling rather grumpy, he 
is more likely to suggest 
sedatives." 

Mrs Latter, a firm 
believer in complementary 
remedies, spends £30 a 
month on natural treatments 
including vitamin C and 
E, calcium, magnesium, 
chromium, zinc and folic 
arid. She has found a job as 
an office administrator for 
an alternative therapy 
business."! feet a tot more 
energetic, a lot more 
balanced, and I have got 
more vitality. My friends that 
1 don't see so often have 
noticed the difference and say 
how well 1 look. They say 
that I glow.” 


often sold in mixtures with 
other vitamins. A typical pill 
contains 50mg or 10Gmg for a ‘ 
dally dose. Mr Rooker, in one 
of his first acts as minister, 
preposed outlawing foe sale of 
doses stronger -than lOmg 
except through pharmacies. 

The campaign to change the 
minister’s, mind has been led 
by a pressure group called 
Consumers for Health Choice, 
which is backed by manufac¬ 
turers. retailers arid individ¬ 
uals. They have spent £80.000 
on- public relations, a tele¬ 
phone hotline, and printing 
letters to MPs,- which are 
distributed to health food 
stores. 

Morecambe Health Food 
Centre alone has found 400 


customers willing to sign the 
letters. Solgar Vitamins has 
questioned the independence 
of the Committee on Toxidty, 
complaining that some mem¬ 
bers are shareholders, consul¬ 
tants or employees of 
pharmaceutical companies. 
The idea is that drugs firms 
would benefit if alternative 
remedies were banned. 

There are close famfly con¬ 
nections on both sides. Sarah 
Winterton. the daughter of 
Ann Winterton, whose early 
day motion has been signed by 
160 MPS, is the administrator 
of Consumers for Health 
Choice. Dr Dalton's daughter 
runs PMS Help, which Mr 
Rooker has gratefully cited as 
a supporter of the Govern¬ 


ment's stance. Not for the first 
time. Dr Dalton is facing 
severe criticism. Some say she 
offers an expensive rival PMT 
therapy involving progester¬ 
one from her private clinic. Dr 
Dalton retorts that she makes 
no profit and only charges 
consultancy fees. 


I nstead of shrinking from 
a fight. Dr Dalton has 
weighed in with a new. 
far more sensational 
charge against vitamin B6: 
that it may be linked to birth 
deformities, known as phoco- 
melia. 

She told a meeting in the 
House of Lords that in 1985 the 
State University of New York 
had reported, in The Lancet , a 


phocomelia case in a woman 
who had taken large doses of 
vitamin B6 in pregnancy. Dr 
Dalton claims to have anec¬ 
dotal evidence of six possible 
cases and knows colleagues in 
a similar position. 

Mrs Gorman began taking 
lOOnig pills of vitamin B6 in 
the 1970s on her doctor's 
advice. She stocked up on the 
supplement during her sum¬ 
mer visit to Pomigal, knowing 
that a British ban was immi¬ 
nent She complains of having 
ro waste her GPs time getting 
a prescription. 

She said; "The minister is 
green behind the ears. Why 
would they suddenly come 
across 3 ten-year-old study 
and decide on its evidence to 


ban something without con¬ 
sulting with women who use 
this treatment or with the 
gynaecology profession, most 
of whom recommend it?” 

Vitamin B6 aids the func¬ 
tioning of the heart, immune 
system, nervous system and 
brain. The recommended di¬ 
etary allowances in Britain for 
B6 are l.4mg a day for men, 
and 1.6mg for women. Some of 
the supplements on sale con¬ 
tain more than 50 times this 
amount to a stogie dose. 

B6 has been recommended 
for conditions including asth¬ 
ma, heart disease, and depres¬ 
sion. But it is mostly used in 
the treatment of pre-men strual 
tension, to control acne and 
mood changes. 
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Iranian fans herald popular r 


WORLD CUP 98 



anti 




Football poses a new threat to the 
might of the mullahs, writes 
Michael Theodoukm from Tehran 


REZA. a young Iranian stu¬ 
dent relaxing with friends at a 
cafe m snow-covered moun¬ 
tains north of Tehran, threw 
his LA Lakers baseball cap 
into the air and whistled with 
delight "So we have got 
America in the first round’ 
Great, l hope we beat them, 
but as you English say, may 
the best team win." 

News was just coming in of 
Thursday night’s draw for 
nexT year's World Cup finals 
that puts Iran in the same 
group as the country Iranians 
are officially encouraged to 
despise most. There could 
have been few better ways to 
prolong the football fever that 
has gripped Iran since the 
national’s team eleventh-hour 
qualification last Saturday. 

“Down with America,"Shi¬ 


va, a young 
woman in Reza’s 
group who was £ I 

wearing tur- - 

quoise-tinied remi 

contacr lenses. 0 J, 

said mockingly. 

Not since the that 

Shah was forced 
into exile .18 Want 

years ago were Open 

there scenes of 

such jubilation . 

on the streets of Tehran as 
when Iran beat Australia on 
the away-goals rule to clinch a 
place in die finals in France. 
Millions of men and women, 
who are meant to be segregat¬ 
ed, brought traffic to a halt in 
the city’s thoroughfares as 
they danced until the early 
hours. Some women, ignoring 
the srrict dress code, jettisoned 
their headscarves to the dis¬ 
may of police, apparently pow¬ 
erless to intervene. 

One paper reported that 15 
people suffered fatal heart 
attacks while the match was 
being played in Melbourne. 
Picntres of the scorers. 
Khordad Aziri and Karim 
Bagheri. now festoon Tehran’s 
taxis and are plastered on the 
bedrooms walls of millions of 
Iranian boys. 

The moderate press was 
delighted at the display of 
national unity on the streets 
and compared the “explosion 
of happiness" to the euphoria 
dial followed May’s surprise 
presidential election victory of 
Muhammad Khatami, who 
congratulated the players in 


£ It is a 
reminder to 
the old guard 
that people 
want a more 
open Iran 9 
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person on Thursday. He was 
swept to power with 70 per 
cent of the vote by a broad 
front of young people, women 
and intellectuals attracted by 
his message of open-minded 
. tolerance. 

Indeed, many political ana¬ 
lysts here doubt such celebra¬ 
tions could have taken place 
without the more liberal social 
climate created by Mr 
Khatam*s victory. 

“The celebrations were a 
show of people's power." said 
Ibrahim Yazdi, who heads a 
small, tolerated opposition 
“** marked a social and 
political development in Iran." 

A European diplomat 
agreed: “It is a sign that civic 
society has become more con¬ 
fident, and a reminder to the 
old guard that people want 

_ Iran to be more 

. open to the out- 

IS a side world.” 

der tn There was no 

indication that 
guard Iran hoped to 
. settle old scores 

on the football 

1 more ,. T ° e f 

[fan 9 meaning of 

——— FIFA [football's 

world governing 
body] is peace and unity." said 
Darius Mustafavi. president 
of the Iranian football federa¬ 
tion. “We are thinking only of 
soccer, not politics. We are 
friends of the people of the 
USA." 

□ Washington: The game in 
Lyons on June 21 will be 
watched with as much fervour 
by the US State Department 
and the Iranian Foreign Min¬ 
istry as it will by enthusiastic 
fans (Tom Rhodes writes). 

Alan Roth en berg, president 
of the US football federation, 
said die only way the match 
could be given greater reso¬ 
nance would be rhe appoint¬ 
ment of an Iraqi referee. 

“We re going to try not to let 
the political ramifications in¬ 
fluence our preparation. I 
hope we can use this game to 
bring the two countries doser 
together. Maybe we can have 
soccer diplomacy, like we had 
pingpong diplomacy in 
China.” 

•; Leading article, page 23 
Rainy. Baker, page 34 
Steve Macmanaman. page 39 
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Thousands of young Iranian women who forced their way into the Azadi stadium in Tehran cheer the national team on its triumphant return from Australia 


Honoured heroes defy Khom 


o 


VQ 


IRANIAN soccer has come a 
long way since Ayatollah 
Khomeini denounced and 
disbanded the national 
league as “an addictive prod¬ 
uct of the West” two decades 
ago. No team has scored more 
goals in qualifying for this 
World Cup or played to 
bigger crowds than the 
128.000 at Tehran’s Azadi 
Stadium. 

The chants have grown like 
a new storm in the East 
though, as any Scotsman will 
tell you, Iran has been to a 
World Cup before. In 1978 in 
Argentina, Scotland drew 1-1 
with the then underdogs from 
Iran. Then, as now. only the 
.blind or the foolish dismiss 
Iranians. Their football is 
near and swiftalong the 




Since Iran’s underdogs drew 
with Scotland in 197S, only the 
blind or foolish dismiss their 
football, writes Rob Hughes 


ground in a sport where the 
gap between developed and 
emerging states is shrinking. 

One date from the 1998 
World Cup stands out — 
Sunday. June 21. in Lyons 
where Iran meet the USA. 
From a security and a sport¬ 
ing aspect it will be unprece¬ 
dented. Americans who 
vowed not to allow Iran into 
their country if the Islamic 
country had qualified for the 
last World Cup. must live 


with the thought that this 
represents the best chance 
either team has of a victory. 
They are drawn in Group F 
with Germany, the perennial 
achievers, and Yugoslavia, 
who have picked up where 
they left off as the “European 
Brazilians” of soccer. 

Indeed. Iran seemed to 
sense immediately they quali¬ 
fied. that they were destined 
to meet America. “We are not 
going to war with any coun¬ 


try.” commented Dariush 
Mostafavi. president of Iran's 
Football Association. “We 
would be happy to play the 
USA. We are not enemies 
with the people there ... 
football can show what the 
revolution stands for peace 
and friendship." 

Americans, too. have a 
precedent of putting aside 
differences in the name of 
sport. Forty years ago Mike 
Agassi was an Olympic boxer 
for Iran: nowadays his son 
Andre, born and bred in Las 
Vegas, is an all-American 
tennis player. 

And today, like most other 
parts of the world where 
winning and losing at soccer 
crosses the boundaries of 
class, culture or creed. Iran 


has a hired foreign coach, and 
benefits from its star players 
expressing themselves in Eu¬ 
rope's wealthy leagues. 

“I am the happiest man in 
the world to help Iran quali¬ 
fy." said Yaldeir Vieira, who 
journeyed from Brazil to 
guide Iran through just one 
month ago. “I know what this 
means to the 70 million 
people here. They needed this 
pride more titan they need 
food or drink because, apart 
from rheir culture and their 
religion, they have nothing 
else." 

You might make an excep¬ 
tion of Khodadad Azizi. the 
Asian footballer of 19%. 
because lie has the wealth and 
satisfaction of playing for Ft' 
Cologne in the German 


Bundcsliga. Similarly. Karim 
Bagheri and Alt Daei. two 
outstanding goal-scorers, who 
are professionals with Ger¬ 
many's \rminia Bielefeld. 

“Iran is the place to buy for 
\alue for money." insists 
Rudiger Lamm, the Bielefeld 
general manager. “These for¬ 
wards are such good talents, 
its hard to understand why 
they are not one of the top 
national teams.” 

The Iranians have a new 
coach, the Brazilian Vieira. 
" This country has been closed 
for 20 years, that is why they 
love football so much." he 
said. "1 know it because 1 
Lit me from a country where 
people have killed themselves 
' if. the team did not get (he 
rialit result." 








u V-<- ~i 



✓ *> 


.. •; i ‘S 

' ^ W 


# • 


Buy any two Boots Films 
and receive a free Santa 

iOffer excludes Boots 12 exposure 
films and Christmas Film Pack.) 


M 


\ ?• 


■mmsr? 




> 


A I 


t ) 


B fe, 




1 






iv 








0 


2 a lx; 


200 


The Right Chemistry 


hnp-//www.bootMo.ifk 

Offer available in n«l taah Itofts until 2 Jib Decembar 1997 Subject k ovarlobATv 
















~ 12 NEWS 


THE TIMES SATURDAY DECEMBER 61997 j 


Campaigning actor 
plays off Broadway 


ALEC BALDWIN is ■■ — 

bringing [he same 
gusto to his nascent T A A/ 
political career as he J/tIV. 
does to the screen. 

The star of The "X TT7 
Hunt for Red Oao- 1^ r, 
ber and Glengarry 
Glen Ross went on 
the road last week to _____ 
lobby for campaign 
finance reform, rally for breast 
cancer research and denounce a 
leaking nudear reacior near his 
home in the Hamptons on eastern 
Lons island. 

In' political terms, he is snll 
playing off Broadway, but it may 
nor be long before we’ see his name 
in lights. Mr Baldwin, a trendy 
lefb'e who heads the group of 
Hollywood politicos known as the 
Creative Coalition, revealed recent¬ 
ly that he covered the job of 
Governor of New York and might 
prepare himself with a run for the 
Senate. 

"Mother said he'd be President." 
his sister revealed. As Mr Baldwin 
prepared to foray forth on board a 
rented campaign bus. his handlers 


JAMES BONE’S I 

NEWYORK 


pestered three separate reporters 
from The New Republic political 
weekly to pitch the story. If was 
worth the effort- they eventually- 
scored the cover article. 

Unlike his Hollywood confreres. 
Mr Baldwin does not just talk 
about Bosnia and Tibet and the 
rainforests. He positively relishes 
the nitty-gritty. Tlie heartthrob told 
an earnest audience of ladies at a 
mid town Manhattan YWCA; “We 
are now positioned to have a truly 
great and well-examined and 
meaningful campaign finance 
reform." 

This is, remember, the same man 
charged and acquitted two years 
ago for punching a paparazzo' who 
tried to get a shot of his wife. Kim 


Basinger, and their 
newborn child. Mr 
Baldwin continues 
to be fiercely protec¬ 
tive. When The New 
. i York Times made a 

' snide reference to 

the blonde bomb- 
* shell “behaving tem- 

peramentally” on 
the set of her 1 new 
movie. Marrying Man, he fired off 
a furious letter to the reporter. 
Bernard Weinraub. The news¬ 
paper declined to publish it, but 
somehow it made its way into the 
public domain. 

“Why don't you do yourself. The 
New York Times, and everybody 
else in this business a favour: either 
become a better, braver, more 
ethical writer or quit your (exple¬ 
tive deleted] job and go work for a 
studio, since that is basically what 
you are doing right now,” Mr 
Baldwin's protest ran. 

Ooh-la-la. 

THE social event of next week is 
undoubtedly the Versace gala at 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art. 




Financing reform is top of the agenda as Alec Baldwin goes canvassing in Massachusetts 


Word is that Madonna will give a 
private performance amid the 
Egyptian Temples. There has been 
a kerfuffle, however, over whether 
to issue an invitation to Shane 
Perdue, who plays the fashion 
designers killer in an upcoming 


film. He appears not to have made 
it. The fear was that guests would 
be discomfited by an Andrew 
Cu nan an 4oo kalike. 

A TEACHER tells me that school- 
children have begun wearing 


badges, baseball caps and even T- 
shirts emblazoned with the legend 
"420”. This is apparently the time 
after classes finish for the day that 
kids gather to get high on marijua- 
mC. It is known as “National Get- 
Stoned Time”. 


Yearning for bad old days 


THE “Crossroads of the World" is 
getting over-populated. As Disney 
and Madame Tussaud’s replace the 
grimy pom cinemas o f Times Square, 
right, the junction of Broadway and 
42nd Street is being flooded by 
tourists. A study says that a: peak 
periods 7JM0 people pass a given 
point every hour. New Yorkers walk 
JO percent faster than out-of-towners. 
so there are lots of opportunity for 
typical New York hospitality ("Vo/ 
Ged-oud-a-da-wav~). The crush may 


explain why an increasing number of 
Manhattanites feel nostalgic for the 
old red-light district. 

□ Somebody has come up with a 
way to stop New York’s cabbies 
from speeding: fix the nteterso that it 
cuts out above the X)mph limit. 
Customers in a hurry could still agree 
a price in advance and let the driver 
rush to the destination with the meter 
switched off — as long as they are 
willing to pay the fine. 



Making a meal of crime 


MY PROSPEROUS friends in the 
commuter town of Greenwich, Con¬ 
necticut, are living in fear of the so- 
called “dinnertime bandits'*. 
Burglars normally choose an hour 
when the occupants are likely to be 
out of the house. Statistically, Wed¬ 
nesday afternoon is themost popular 
time. Some audacious thieves raid 
houses during dinner parties, howev¬ 
er, entering the first floor while 
everyone is downstairs. So far, 21 
homes have been hit One family was 


robbed while entertaining 30 guests. 
Just like To Catch A Thief. 

□ The latest home improvement 
— “safe rooms" — is of dubious 
benefit against such sociable thieves. 
Security-conscious Americans are 
building hidden bunkers inside their 
homes. Wealthy homeowners appar¬ 
ently fear being held hostage by 
robbers or being killed. Some keep a 
refrigerator hilly stocked inside and 
even stockpile weapons. 


Rush for 
cameras 
to spy oii 
nannies 

THE hottest item m New . 
York shops is the "Nanny: 
cam”. These' spy cameras • 
have been flying off the - 
shelves since Louise-- 
Woodward was convicted :of 
killing the baby in her care. 
One store offers 47 varieties, 
with die cheapest selling for 
$299 (E1S0). 

A concerned father an Long 
Island installed one last Sun¬ 
day after a neighbour warned 
him that his “Dial-a-Makl" 
babysitter had been stream¬ 
ing at his iwoyear-old daugh¬ 
ter in the playground. 

Four days lata' Maria:. 
Darrosa, 2S. was arrested - 
after being caught on tape 
sexually abusing the toddler. 7 

An acquaintance who hired 
two Swedish au pairs from 
the same agency that import¬ 
ed Miss Woodward reports 
that both she and her live-in 
help have been receiving reg¬ 
ular letters from E. F.. Au 
Pair. 

Carey Bloom, of Princeton, 
says the letters plead - the. 
British nanny’s case. The 
latest came alter her convic¬ 
tion, and again protested her 
innocence. 

“irs scary when h> the - 
same agency you used-your¬ 
self. It hits home a little 
more,” the mother of- two. 
says. "They had to send us ■ 
something.” 

Like many mothers in 
America, Mrs Bloom recently 
gave up her job at a hospital' 
to spend all her time with her 
children. 



ALLTHESE 
GREAT GIFT IDEAS 


JiOFF 


OLYMPUS 
CAMERA, CASE, 
FILM AND 
PHOTOBOOK 

Fora budding 
photographer in !ho 
making - here's a 
great starting pack 
to cet them snapping 
away during the 
festive season. 

Was £29.99. 
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With this novelty alarm clock, you don't 
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White student in US sues 
on ‘race bias’ admissions 


FROM Tom Rhodes in Washington 




A WHITE woman is suing the' 
University of Michigan in a 
case fast becoming me light¬ 
ning rod in a conservative 
battle to rid American colleges 
of race-based admissions. 

Jennifer Gratz, vice-presi¬ 
dent of the student council, a 
cheerleader and homecoming 
queen at her high school in 
Detroit, was viewed as a 
natural candidate when she : 
applied two years ago'to the' 
university's most famous cam¬ 
pus at Ann Arbor, Michigan. 
She had earned a 3.9 average 
score in exammations in 
which die top grade was four, 
and was a model student 

But her application ■ was 
declined and Miss Gratz, 20, ' 
is suing the state’s most presti- -• 
gious university claiming she 
was rejected in favour of 
black, Hispanic and American 
Indian applicants with lower 
grades and test scores. She 
wants the courts to declare 
that the university's polity is 
un constitutional 


Call for 
warning 
on petrol 
adverts 

From Nick Nuttall 

IN KYOTO 

CIGARETTE-style health 
warnings should be attached 
to petrol and diesel advertise¬ 
ments to reflect oil's environ¬ 
mental damage, a leading 
British pensions and insur-~ 
ance company urged yester¬ 
day. NPI Global Care 
Investment, with assets of $18 
billion, said the warnings 
were needed to alert the 
public to the threat of global 
wanning, from burning fossil 
fuels in cars to home heating. 

Tessa Tennant of the com¬ 
pany told the Kyoto Climate 
Change Conference; “This is a 
precautionary measure which 

all governments can readily 
take." She said the warnings 
should, like tobacco ads, ad¬ 
vise people about the direct 
health risks of breathing in 
fumes like carbon monoxide, 
soot particles and organic 
compounds like benzene. 

But Ms Tennant said the 
warnings also needed to un¬ 
derscore the links between 
petrol and diesel and climate 
change with its risks of sea 
level rise, famine; spread of 
diseases and water shortages 
worldwide. She added;"An 
informed public is essential to 
the success of action plans to 
reduce man-made emissions." 

The company’s move came 
as 71 insurance and reinsur¬ 
ance firms launched a scheme 
to curb global warming under 
the United Nations environ¬ 
ment programmes insurance 
Initiative. 1 It came with a 
warning that-some big petrol 
corporations needed Jo mend 
their ways or face becoming 
corporate dinosaurs. 


“I fed I was racially dis¬ 
criminated against," said 
Miss Gratz. who is now study¬ 
ing mathematics at the neigh¬ 
bouring Michigan campus of 
Dearborn. “I believe I de¬ 
served an equal chance but 
didn't get it I’m not suing for 
admission, I'm suing so the 
polity will be changed." 

In the last two years, two of 
America’s biggest public uni¬ 
versities, in Texas and-Califbr- 
nia, have been forced 1 to stop 
employing affirmative action 
programmes. Conservative 
opponents of affirmative ac¬ 
tion hope the Gratz case may 
•persuade the thousands of. 
other US colleges to follow 
suit They describe the lawsuit 
as the best chance to overturn 
a 1978 ruling by the US 
Supreme Court which allowed 
universities to consider race as 
a factor in choosing students. 

Miss Gratz is being repre¬ 
sented by the Centre for Indi¬ 
vidual Rights, a Washington 
firm that became the legal 


force behind California's 
Proposition 209. the initiative 
which banned the use of racial 
preferences in the state. 

Ai the heart of the suit is 
what conservatives call a 
smoking gun. a chart used by 
the university's admissions 
office to decide who qualifies 
for entrance and who does not. 
The document shows that 
white candidates are often 
rejected or deferred while mi¬ 
norities with identical exam 
results are admitted. 

The university, accepting 
the existence of such a chart, 
said that rare was only one of 
the factors used in selection. 
Officials have hired a top 
Washington law firm'to.-de¬ 
fend the university. 

Patrick Hamacher,- another 
prospective candidate, for 
Michigan, has also joined the 
suit At the age of 18 and also 
white, he was rejected by the 
university last year when his 
application had seemed a fore¬ 
gone conclusion. 


Your child's i 
future career? 
Now available 
on CD ROM 

The world of work is 
changing fast and helping 
your child to investigate 
job ideas isn't easy. 

The Personal Odyssey CD 
ROIVJ gives you instant 
access to over 1400 job 
titles - for just £29 55 '. 
Information includes 
everything from what 
vork involves to entry. 

training, opportunities and useful addresses. 

You can preview Personal Odyssey on our website at: 

http://wmv.progressions.co.uk 

T Excludes VAT £5.24 (per copy) and P&P £3.00 

Tnm Prico; £23.3 4 


careers Management Ltd, Sutton House. 
Weyside Park. Catteshall Lane. 
Godaiming. Surrey GU7 lXJ. 
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French jails to build 

rooms for sex visits 
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LOVT will bloom in French 
prisons under a new plan to 
build mini-apartments within 
pemrenriaries where long¬ 
term prisoners will be allowed 
to have conjugal visits for the 
firsr time. 

. A® *n Britain, sexual rela¬ 
tions are currently forbidden 
m French prisons, but under 
the outline project soon to be 
presented to the Justice Minis¬ 
try by the prison service, so¬ 
iled “family visiting spaces’' 
will be ser aside “to give long¬ 
term detainees the opportuni¬ 
ty for family intimacy". 

These private areas will 
“allow people incarcerated for 
a certain tune to enjoy every 
aspect of family life, from 
preparing a meal to sleeping 
together to amorous rela¬ 
tions". the Prisons Adminis¬ 
tration said in a report 
The secure, set-aside rooms 
will not be directly supervised 
by prison officers, and while 
sex will be permitted the 
report emphasised that “the 
principal intention is to main¬ 
tain pre-existing family links, 
with the aim of returning 
prisoners to society”. 

The families of prisoners 
will be allowed to stay in the 
units for up to 72 hours. 

The issue of conjugal visits 
in French prisons has been 
debated for more than a 
decade. A similar plan was 
considered in I9S5 under Rob- 

Yeltsin 
plea wins 
budget 
approval 

From Richard Beeston 

IN MOSCOW 

PRESIDENT Yeltsin yester¬ 
day made a dramatic interven¬ 
tion on the floor of the 
opposition-dominated parlia¬ 
ment. when he successfully 
implored reluctant deputies 
10 pass this year's-budget,.and 
avert an economic crisis 
I Richard Beeston writes). 

For only the second time 
since he came to power, the 
Russian leader made a sur¬ 
prise visit to the Duma, the 
lower house, giving a warning 
10 members that the country 
and the world were waiting 
for their approval of next 
year's delayed budget 
'I ask you not to drag your 
feet but to vote for the budget 
at once." he said. “You are 
officials of a big world power 
which is introducing democra¬ 
cy. learning to live according 
to democratic principles.” 

Although Duma members 
normally spend most of their 
days attacking Mr Yeltsin, 
this rime they applauded him 
obediently and within minutes 
Communists, democrats and 
nationalists alike passed (he 
first reading of the budget by 
231 votes to 136. “I am satis¬ 
fied." President Yeltsin said 
as he left. 


From Ben Macintyre in paris ' 


err Bad inter, the former Jus¬ 
tice Minister, but was aban¬ 
doned after objections from 
prison staff. 

"The immense majority of 
officers are now in favour of 
setting up sex rooms, since the 
current situation is untena¬ 
ble." the Prisons Administra¬ 
tion said in its report 

A recent survey found that. 


although sex is officially for¬ 
bidden between prisoners arid 
their partners, some 35 per 
cent of former detainees said 
they had had sex with their 
wives or girlfriends during 
visiting hours, with or without 
the connivance of the guards, 
and Z5 per cent claimed to 
have conceived a child while 
in detention. 
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The escapist point of view of Le Monde 'a cartoonist 


The survey concluded that 
the official attitude towards 
sex between prisoners and 
their visitors varied widely 
between prisons, with some 
prison governors and officers 
“turning a blind eye" while 
others insisted on a rigorous 
application of the no-sex rule. 

Last May the French section 
of the International Prisons 
Observatory launched a peti¬ 
tion calling for prisoners to be 
granted the right to privacy. 

Under the new plan the 
mini-apartments would con¬ 
sist of two small rooms, one 
for adults and another for 
children, alongside a kitchen 
earing area. Each apartment 
would be equipped with an 
intercom system to summon 
staff if necessary. 

Visitors will be closely vet¬ 
ted and the new family units 
will be accompanied by strin¬ 
gent new security measures, 
according to the Prisons Ad¬ 
ministration. Each prisoner 
would be searched on entering 
and leaving the apartment, 
and visitors would also be 
subject to careful security 
checks on arrival at the prison. 

If the project gets the go- 
ahead from Elisabeth Guigou. 
the Justice Minister, the first 
such units would be opened 
next year, and the prison | 
service estimates that up to I 
15,000 long-term prisoners 
could benefit from the scheme. ; 
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An I sra eli so id ie r points his gun at a Palestinian journalist during demonstrations yesterday over a disputed 
plot of land at Rafah in the Gaza Strip. Israeli soldiers wounded" five Palestinians; including a cameraman 

Israel wants peace accord ‘corrections’ 


From Christopher Walker 
in PAIHIFL, 

OCCUPIED WEST BANK 

A LEADING member of the Israeli 
Cabinet called yesterday for "adjust¬ 
ments and corrections” to the 1993 Oslo 
peace accord with the Palestinians and 
said that Israel would never relinquish 
security zones 30km (19 miles) wide on 
either side of the West Bank. 

Ariel Sharon, one of four members of 


the "kitchen Cabinet" appointed by 
Binyamin Netanyahu, the Prime Minis¬ 
ter. to determine Israel's position on its 
troop withdrawals, for the first time 
outlined the country’s blueprint fur 3 ny 
final settlement with the Palestinians. 

Speaking in this Jewish settlement, he 
insisted that the newly designated sec¬ 
urity zones “were red linev. nut pink", 
which Israel would never cross in final 
negotiations due to be completed by May 
1999. He added that Israel would 


immediately annex the two proposed 
security zones, one 10km wide running 
east of the Green Line dividing Israel 
from the West Bank, and the other 20km 
wide alung the Jordan Valley, if Yassir 
Arafat went ahead as threatened and 
unilaterally declared a Palestinian state. 

Asked ir he were not calling for the re¬ 
negotiation of the peace treaty, he said 
with a twinkle in his eve; “I would not use 
exactly that term... but .some corrections 
and adjustments must be made." 


Princess 
to visit 
‘site of 
torture’ 

By Gabrj ella Gamini 

SOUTH AMERICA 
CORRESPONDENT 

HUMAN rights activists in 
Paraguay last night expressed 
outrage at organisers who 
planned a visit by the Princess 
Royal to an ecological project 
on a farm which was alleged¬ 
ly used, as a torture centre 
during die dictatorship of 
General Alfredo Stroessner’s 
between 1954 and 1989. 

The Princess Royal, who is 
unaware that the hacienda 
where she is due to inspect a 
eucalyptus reforestation pro¬ 
ject is said to have once 
housed a notorious torture 
camp, arrived ih Paraguay 
yesterday after a visit to Peru 
and Colombia. 

She was scheduled to visit 
the 2500-acre Tapia farm on 
which a local unit of the Royal 
Dutch Shell group has a 
reforestation project, within 
hours of her arrival in Asun¬ 
cion, the capital 
Francisco Jos* de Vagas. a 
leading congressman, said: 
"It is outrageous that they 
are taking the British princess 
on a tour of a place which 
most people in Paraguay 
know was used by the mili¬ 
tary to torture and execute 
political opponents.” 
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ScottishPower 

Notice of an application for consent to 
construct and operate a Combined Heat and 
Power (CHIP) Generating Station aft the Sappi 
Europe Blackburn Min in the district of 
Blackburn with Darwen, Lanc ash ire 
(Grid Reference SD 646 248). 

Notice is hereby given that ScottishPower pic has 
applied under Section 36 of the Electricity Act (1989) 
for the Secretary of State for Trade and Industry's 
consent to construct and operate a CHP plant at the 
Sappi Europe Blackburn Mitt at Feniscowles, 
Lancashire, and for a cfirection under Schedule 8 of 
the Act stating that planning permission for the 
generating station be deemed to be granted. 

The proposed generating station, to be known as 
Blackburn Mill CHP Plant, will have a total nominal 
output of 60MW. 

A copy of the application; a plan showing the land to 
which it relates; an accompanying Environmental 
Review document and supporting information are 
available for inspection by members of the public at 
the following locations during normal office hours: 
Planning Department, Blackburn with Darwen 
Borough Council 

Planning Department, Chorley Borough Council 
Planning Department. Lancashire Cpunty Council 
Copies of the Environmental Review and Non 
Technical Summary may also be inspected at 
ScottishPoweris offices at: ScottishPower. 

75 Waterloo Street. Glasgow G2 7BD. 

Copies of the Environmental Review (£50 per copy) 
and Non Technical Summary (free, whilst available) 

" obtained from the Environment & Planning 
Section. ScottishPower Technology. 45 Hawbank 
Road. College Milton North. East Kilbride, Glasgow 

G74 5EG. l . 

Objections to the application should be made in 
writing to the President of the 
Department of Trade and Industry, Beetncrty 
Directorate, I.D. 20, 1 Victona Street, London SW1D 
nET stating the name of the station and the grounds 
31st December 1997128 days 

after submission). It is 

reauested that a copy of any 

Ejection be posted to the sa ppi 

Environment and Planning europe 

Section at the above address. ■_ 
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Party chief 
guilty of 
plot to kill 
Mugabe 

From Jan Ravth 

IN HARARE 

THE Rev N'dabaningi Sith¬ 
ole. the man credited with 
starting the war that ended 
white minority rule in Rhode¬ 
sia. was yesterday found 
guilty of treason. The 77-year- 
old opposition leader faces a 
life jail sentence. 

Judge Esmael Chatikobo 
convicted Sithole. leader of 
Zanu (Ndonga). the only 
opposition party in Zimba¬ 
bwe's parliament, of plotting 
to kill President Mugabe by 
bombing his motorcade in 
August 1995. Sithole was also 
found guilty of helping to 
organise a guerrilla force in 
Mozambique that was to fight 
to overthrow Mr Mugabe's 
Government. The court also 
found he procured and kept 
weapons of war. 

The judge accepted secret 
videotapes"of a military co¬ 
operation agreement signed 
in I9S6 in New York between 
Zanu (Ndonga) and Renamo. 
the former South African- 
backed guerrilla movement 
that is now Mozambique's 
main opposition party. 

The former Congregational 
minister was in the same dock 
where he sat 29 years ago 
when a Rhodesian judge 
jailed him for six years for 
conspiring to kill Ian Smith, 
who was then the Rhodesian 
Prime Minister. 

Judge Chatikobo said he 
would pass sentence later, 
while Sithole's lawyers indi¬ 
cated they would appeal 
against the judgement. 
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AN C women 
to withdraw 
poll backing 
for Winnie 

From Sam Kjley in Johannesburg 


MIKE HUTCHINGS / REUTERS 


THE political ambitions of Winnie 
Madiklzda-Mandela face a big set¬ 
back this weekend when the African 
National Congress Women’s League is 
expected to withdraw’ its support for 
her candidacy in elections this month 
for the party's deputy presidency. 

After eight days of harrowing details 
about a "reign of terror" waged by Mrs 
Mandela, mainly against young men 
and women in Soweto during the late 
IPSOs. Women’s League sources said 
yesterday that they now expected to 
nominate Jacob Zuma for the posL 

Mrs Mandela has also lost the 
backing of ANC members in the 
Eastern Cape, the party's most radical 
area. They have dropped her from 
their list of nominees in favour of Mr 
Zuma. the uncharismatic party chair¬ 
man from KwaZulu/Natal, who now 
has the backing of all nine provinces. 
His candidature is also supported by 
senior members of the party who are 
anxious id improve the showing of 
Zulus in the leadership before peace 
talks with The Zulu-dominated Inkatha 
Freedom Party of Chief Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi expected early next year. 

Some of Mrs Mandela’s supporters 
chanted songs outside the Truth and 
Reconciliation Committee hearings 
this week while accusations of murder 
and torture were being made against 
her inside. Others threatened the 


mother of one of her alleged victims. 
Analysts said Mrs Mandela was by no 
means finished. She retains a follow¬ 
ing among rank-and-file members 
who have rallied to her campaign to 
reinstate the death penalty and her 
criticism of the ANC for failing Co live 
up to its election promises. 

But their voices may be drowned by 
the party's top brass. Cheryl Carolus, 
the acting Secretary-General, has con¬ 
demned her anacks on the ANC as 
cowardly. Although Mrs Mandela is 
president of the Women's League, 
sources said that members had been 
“shocked by what came out of the 
hearings", during which she was 
implicated in at least six murders. 

Mrs Mandela still inspires an al¬ 
most supernatural sense of fear. None 
of the ANC Women's League sources 
would alluw their names to be used. 

Ar the end of the hearings, a vague 
and reluctant apology for her reign of 
terror was dragged from Mrs 
Mandela by a tearful Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu, the commission chair¬ 
man, although she refused to acknowl¬ 
edge any responsibility. 

Archbishop Tutu said yesterday: “I 
think it would be unfortunate if w’e 
were to be dismissive .fs2.. Let us not 
snuff out a flickering wick.” 




Leading article, page 23 P. W. Botha: threatened with arrest if he defies truth commission 
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Legal slip 
reprieve 
for Botha 

Johannesburg: P. W. Botha, 
the former South African 
President, yesterday narrowly 
escaped being charged with 
failing to appear before the 
Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission because of a 
blunder by its lawyers (Sam 
Kiley writes). 

Commissioners, including 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu, 
marched to the Cape Town 
Attorney-General's offices to 
lay a charge against “the 
Great Crocodile" only to be 
told that as the subpoena 
summoning Mr Botha, SI, did 
not specify a time, it was 
invalid. A second, correct, 
version of the document was 
taken to George. Mr Botha’s 
retirement home, where he 
will be ordered to attend 
hearings cm December 19. 
The legal fiasco will slow 
down the hearings. 

Frank Khan, the Western 
Cape Attorney-General, is¬ 
sued a warning that he would 
not hesitate to issue a warrant 
if Mr Botha ignored the third 
summons. 


Britain lifts jobs 
ban on islanders 

London: Bowing to pressure from Britain's most ranoie pos¬ 
session, the British Government announced yesterday that it 
will allow up to 30 islanders from St Helena to tote full-nme 
paid jobs in this country (Michael Binyon \vn;es). Five pfflpte 
from Tristan da Cunba, the lonely volcanic is and inhabited 
by no more than 300 people, xvifl also be allowed to see* 

employment here. _ ri _ . . , . 

Tbny Lloyd, the Foreign Office minister, made the 
announcement at a business forum intended to uolsier 
investment in St Helena. The new quota, although low. lifts 
the ban on residents of the South Arlanric dependent tern Joey 
working in Britain, which followed the removal of thetr 
British citizenship in 1981. 

Volcano diverts planes 

Moscow. A Russian volcano situated on the Pacific Rim’s 
"Ring of Fire" erupted yesterday, spewing ashes fire miles 
high and forcing US airlines to change their flight paths. 
American satellites showed a 60-mile trail of ash from the 
Bezymyany volcano on the sparsely populated Kamchatka 
Peninsula in Russia’s Far East. Flighrs between Russia and 
Alaska pass over Kamchatka. The eruption posed no 
immediate threat to the nearest communities. It was the 
second eruption this year of the 9.412ft Bezymyany, which 
dusted the region with ash last May. (APi 

UN troops leave Haiti 

M iami: United Nations peacekeeping troops have begun 
leaving Haiti, three years after they arrived to help build 
democratic rule in the wake of a United States-Ied invasion to 
restore President Jean-Bertrand Aristide to power [David 
Adams writes). The country has been without a functioning 
government far months due to a power struggle between 
legislators loyal to Mr Aristide and a former Prime Minister. 
Rosny Smarth. The capital, Port-au-Prince, is alive with 
allegations and rumours of coup and assassination plots. 

Killer jailed for 2,410 years 

Pretoria: A man has been sentenced to a total of 2,410 years 
lor raping and murdering dozens of women in rhe 
Johannesburg area over a period of nearly a decade. Moses 
Sithole, 33, who was convicted of 38 murders. 40 rapes and 
six robberies, would be eligible for parole in 950 years. Judge 
David Curlewis said that, if given the option, he would have 
passed a death sentence. Capital punishment was ended by 
the post-apartheid Constitution. (AP) 

Basques retaliate with bomb 

San Sebastian: Eta gunmen shot and seriously wounded a 
local politician's bodyguard and exploded a car bomb in 
apparent retaliation for the jailing of the leaders of their 
political wing. Violence erupted only hours before 23 leaders 
of the radical Basque separatist party Herri Batasuna were 
arrested to begin serving seven-year prison sentences for 
collaborating with the guerrillas. (Reuters) 

Shuttle crew faces inquiry 



The Columbia space shuttle makes its descent to the runway 
at the Kennedy Space Centre In Cape Canaveral, Florida, 
yesterday after a two-week science mission. The astronauts 
lace an inquiry because of a botched satellite release. Nasa 
Mission Control slapped the customary congratulations 
after Columbia and its crew of six landed safely'. (AP) 

Swiss pay wartime victims 

Basle: Swiss banks made the first payouts to Holocaust 
victims in a campaign to clear accounts dormant since the 
Second World War. No details were given. Some 6,000 
claims have been filed since July, when bankers published 
worldwide a first list of names on dormant accounts. (AP) 
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Record sentence for 
animal rights bomber 


By Simon de Bruxelles 

AN ANIMAL-rights bomber 
who carried out arson attacks 
on stores across the South of 
England was jailed for IS 
years yesterday. It is believed 
to be the longest sentence for 
an animal-rights extremist 

Barry Home, 45, described 
by the judge as an urban- 
terrorist and by police as 
"dangerous, ruthless and ab¬ 
solutely committed", caused 
millions of pounds of damage 
to shops on the Isle of Wight in 
1994. 

He used disguises and was 
not caught until two years 
later, when detectives acting 
on a tip-off arrested him as he 
planted incendiary devices in 
shops at Bristol. Judge Simon 
Darwall Smith told Home 
yesterday: “This was urban 
terrorism for a particular 
cause and objective. You put 
communities in terror. But 1 
do accept you did not intend 
an attack on human life." 

Last month Home was 
found guilty on four charges of 
arson, five of attempted arson 
and one of possessing bomb- 
making equipment. He had 
earlier admitted two charges 
of attempted arson and two of 
possession of articles with 
inrent to damage property. 

Home punched the air in 
defiance as he was sentenced 
and cheering animal rights 
supporters banged on the 
windows of the public gallery 






-- 


One of Home's cigarette-packet firebombs ’ 


at Bristol Crown Court. The 
court was told that Home, 
who gave an address in North¬ 
ampton, had previous convic¬ 
tions for similar offences. 

After his release from prison 
on a charge of possessing 
incendiary bombs, he began 
planting firebombs in shops at 
Ryde and Newport on the Isle 
of Wight. In one night he 
caused so much damage that 
the island's emergency ser¬ 
vices called in reinforcements 
from the mainland. 

His targets included a Boots 
store in Newport, which was 
destroyed at an estimated cost 
of £28 million. Other targets 
included a fishing tackle shop, 
Halfords and Cancer Re¬ 
search shops, which were 
badly damaged in simulta¬ 
neous explosions. 

In Januaty 1995. detectives 
raided Home’s temporary 
home at Swindon, Wiltshire, 
where they found an article 
bragging about terror cam¬ 


paigns carried out by animal 
rights extremists. The piece, 
entitled 1994 — Fighting and 
Winning, said: "What an ex¬ 
cellent year 1994 was: a' year in 
which we fought bade and 
inflicted- losses on animal 
abusers.” 

Home was arrested in July 
19% in Broadmead shopping 
centre, Bristol by detectives 
from the South East Regional 
Crime Squad, who had been 
following him for more than a 
month. He had been seen 
pladng incendiary devices in 
two stores. When he was 
searched, four devices were 
found inside the lining of his 
jacket. He had put tape 
around his fingertips to avoid 
leaving prints. 

Detectives found 18 more 
devices, each using a watch 
face, battery, theatrical ma¬ 
roon flare and incendiary 
powder mix stuffed into a 
cigarette packet The fire¬ 
bombs were primed and ready 


to explode. Linda Jones, an 
explosives expert who gave 
evidence at the Oklahoma and 
World Trade Centre bombing 
trials in America, told the 
court that most of the bombs 
were viable and had been 
designed by one person, or a 
small group "working closely 
together to a common plan”. 

Home, who is unemployed, 
did not give evidence or call 
witnesses during the seven- 
day triaL In mitigation, 
Alistair Edie told the court 
that he never placed derices 
near residential properties 
and thar all were timed to go 
off lare at night 

He said: “Mr Home is not a 
ruthless and dangerous man. 
He is not a Mr Big. Heisnota 
Lenin of the animal liberation 
movement nor an urban 
terrorist” 

Detective Chief Inspector 
Roy Lambert, who headed the 
investigation, said after the 
case: "Home is a very danger¬ 
ous and ruthless man abso¬ 
lutely committed to his cause. 
We are very pleased at the 
sentence. 

“We believe we have saved 
Bristol and other cities from 
horrendous fire-bombing 
campaigns. This man was not 
going to let anything come in 
his way." 

After Home had been found 
guilty, the court was told that 
he had convictions from 1988 
to 1995 for offences carried out 
during his campaign. 



Home at a blood sports protest The judge described him asanurban terrorist 
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Doctors who 
fail to give 
patients 

the needle 

BY L\n mukro 

MEDIAL CORRIVSItJNIM.NT 

MANY junior ducwr* h JW 
never been taught lu u« -■ 
local anaesthetic, according « 
a study of the pain involved in 
supplying a blood sample- 
Eighty-four per cent "f «.«- 
doctor* never gave .i i'Vai 
anaesthetic before sticking .i 
needle into an artery even 
though this is recommended 
as best practice. A hundred 
junior doctors at hi*p™ 
round the country took part in 
the trial, which was co-ordi¬ 
nated by St Janies University 
Hospital in Leeds: one quarter 
had not been taught how to 
administer a l«al anaesthetic. 

Nearly half the doctors said 
they thought the local anaes¬ 
thetic was as painful to admin¬ 
ister as taking the blood 
sample. Twelve per cent tel' 
the procedure took too lung 
and S per cent felt it maile 
matters too complicated.^, > 
The findings showed that 
patients given an anaesthetic 
experienced less pain than 
those who had been given a 
placebo and those given no in¬ 
jection. and the doctors rated 
rhe procedure only slightly 
harder. Reporting the trial for 
the Journal of the Row' Col¬ 
lege of Physicians. Mark Elli¬ 
ott, consultant chest physician 
at Kiilingbeck Hospital 
Leeds, writes: “The myths 
that local anaesthetic makes 
the procedure more difficult 
and is as painful as arterial 
puncture should be dispelled.” 
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Couple lose failed 
vasectomy claim 


By Richard Duce 


A HIGH Court judge yester¬ 
day rejected the “sad" case of 
a couple who had unwanted 
twins after the husband's 
vasectomy foiled. 

Andrew and Louise Fulley¬ 
love. of Stevenage. Hertford¬ 
shire, blamed the strain of 
bringing up twins, while al¬ 
ready caring for three other 
children, for the break-up of 
their marriage. 

Mr Fulleylove. 36, and his 
wife, 33, had hoped to buy a 
new house and she had in¬ 
tended to return to work. But 
those plans were wrecked by 
the birth of Nathan and 
Jessica in August 1992. The 
couple's sex life was also 
ruined, they said, because 
Mrs Fulleylove no longer felt 
safe, and they separated in 
October 1994. 

Mr Fulleylove claimed that 
the £72 vasectomy in June 
1991 had not been done prop¬ 
erly by Dr Michael Duggan, a 
local GP, who denied negli¬ 
gence. He also claimed that a 
semen analysis, three months 
later, which showed no sperm 


was present was wrong and 
that he was not warned of the 
risk of spontaneous recanal¬ 
isation which would make 
him fertile again. 

But Deputy Judge Mark 
Strachan. QC said: “Mr and 
Mrs Fulleylove have the 
court’s every sympathy, but 
on the question of legal re¬ 
sponsibility I'm afraid ifs 
quite dear that none of (he 
bases of the claim have been 
made out" 

The doctor, who had con¬ 
ducted up to 50 such proce¬ 
dures before he saw Mr 
Fulleylove. had also correctly 
-analysed the semen sample to 
be free of sperm. His consent 
form for the operation, Much 
the Fulleyloves signed, indi¬ 
cated that no guarantiee of 
permanent sterility was given. 
The judge made a costs order 
against the couple, who were 
legally aided. 

Th^y had claimed £150,000 
for bringing up die twins untQ 
maturity and damages for the 
distress and trauma caused 
by the unwanted pregnancy. 
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THE CASE OF THE POLITICIANS 9 FAVOURITE 








op counts down from zero 

_ftlCHABD HAYN3VNOOTH MEWS „ . „ *■ „ . 
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R ay Mallon always 
knew his own pro¬ 
fession hated the 
idea that any police¬ 
man should be feted by 

dans and followed by 

television cameras. This week¬ 
end as he sits at home, 
suspended from duty on disci¬ 
plinary charges he dismisses 
as specious, Superintendent 
Mallon must wonder whether 
he is yet another high-profile 
policeman who is a victim of 
his own success. 

During the election cam¬ 
paign, Tony Blair insisted on 
being photographed with the 
detective who was the self- 
declared advocate of “zero 
tolerance", an idea imported 
from America that advocates 
showing as little leniency to 
litter louts and drunks as it 
does to armed robbers. 

Spin doctors embraced a 
British law enforcer who 
spoke in soundbites. The 
media nicknamed him Robo- 
cop. When he was appointed 
head of Middlesbrough CID, 
he pledged to resign if he could 
not cut crime by 20 per cent in 
IS months. Before the year was 
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Working out: Mr Mallon has spent the week keeping Gt. He is barred from talking about the accusations 


Stewart Tendler and Paul 
Wilkinson on the low point 
of a high-profile policeman 


out, he had cut it by more than 
a quarter, and didnt care if his 
methods were derided by fel¬ 
low officers. 

He knew die prevailing 
"canteen culture" in the force 
would always be suspicious 
and jealous of officers who 
tried something different 
Now he is silenced by an 
investigation that could last a 
year. Suspended six days ago 
in a corruption investigation 
by Cleveland police, he spent 
his week running and swim¬ 
ming. If the most serious 
allegations are proved — that 
he turned a blind eye to 
suspicions that his detectives 
were offering heroin to prison¬ 
ers in return for confessions — 
he could be jailed. 

Mr Mallon is not permitted 
to talk about the accusations.' 
His superiors have even 
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gagged him from continuing 
his weekly newspaper column 
in The Northern Echo. They 
should know that his lawyers 
say that Mr Mallon is ready to 
fight and expose petty jealou¬ 
sies and rivalries wrthin his 
profession. His lawyers may 
seek a High Court injunction 
next week to overturn the 
suspension. His wife, Carole, 
is considering an invitation 
from breakfast television 10 
champion his cause. 

Mr Mallon. 43. knew last 
Monday when he was sum¬ 
moned to the office of Bob 
Turnbull, an Assistant Chief 
Constable of Cleveland, that it 
meant trouble. He took a 
lawyer with him. At lpm he 
walked into Mr Turnbull’s 
first-floor office at police head¬ 
quarters. ten minutes’ drive 
from his own station, A few’ 
minutes later. _ 


he left with 

four Regula- 6 ram 

tion Seven dis- , • . 

ripline forms. nim 1 

Across town, thin? si 

Mrs Mallon Lnm & M 

heard the bread. ( 

news of his 

suspension on send he 

the radio in 
the dentist’s - 

surgery as she took their 
daughters Victoria. 16, and 
Lois, 13 for a check-up. She 
said: "Victoria looted at me 
and I looted at her. We could 
not believe it. They were 
suggesting Ray, my husband 
and her dad. was a criminal. It 
was wrong, all wrong. I didnt 
know whether to scream there 
and then in the treatment 
room. I wanted to get out I 
wanted to get in the car and 
get home, away from it alL It 
was like it wasn’t real." 

Mr Mallon’s superiors 
called a press conference to 
announce that some of the 
allegations involved Opera¬ 
tion Lancet, which was investi¬ 
gating two Middlesbrough 
detectives- allegedly swapping 
drugs far information. The 
claims implicated in *qgker 
who. less , than two months 
ago, was lauded by Richard 
Brunstrom, another Assistant 
Chief Constable, when he 
announced the suspension of 
Detective Constables Sean Al¬ 
len and Brendan Whitehead. 

Cleveland's head of CID. 
Chief Superintendent Keith 
Pitt, who was running the 
corruption investigation, add¬ 
ed: “Ray Mallon shook the 
trees and I picked up the 
coconuts." Now he is investi¬ 
gating Robocop. 

The Times has been told the 
allegations against Mr 
Mallon. It is claimed that he 


6 Families call 
him the best 
thing since sliced 
bread. Criminals 
send hate mail 5 


was the source for a story fai 
the Newcastle Journal last 
month about three Cleveland 
officers facing a disciplinary 
inquiry after allegedly getting 
drunk and abusive rin holiday 
in Crete. Local media sources- 
suggesi the source of the story 
was a phone call from - a 
member of the public 
The second charge claims' 
that Mr Mallon told a journal-. 
ist about a disciplinary charge, 
against a senior detective in 
his unit nine years previously. 
In the third case, he allegedly 
gave details of the drugs-fbr- 
confessions case to a reporter.- 
The fourth accusation is 
said to be that he suppressed 
information about the two 
suspended detectives .six 
months before they were re¬ 
moved from duty. Friends say. 
that the drugs allegations were 
investigated by another of¬ 
ficer. who raid Mr Mallon 
there was nothing to pursue. 
This is the most dangerous 
charge he faces. The other 
issues could be dealt with by 
the force, but Mallon might be 
prosecuted for this allegation. 
His enemies loathe him for his 
__ fanatical ap¬ 
proach to po- 
es call firing. A. few, 

» Wurt- years ago. no 

? best one would : 

„ have believed’ 

Esliced that a middle- 

iminals ranking detec¬ 

tive from a 


[-iminals ranking detec¬ 

tive from a • 
e mail 3 provincial 

force on 
• £41.000 a year, 

could sow so much division. 

Bom and raised in Stockton- 
on-Tees. Mr Mallon is the son - 
of an undertaker. He kft : 
school without qualifications' 
and in 1974 became one of the 
first recruits to die newly 
created Cleveland force. Parts 
of Durham and North York¬ 
shire were fused with Teesside... 
to cover some of .the most 
deprived areas m Britain. 

Hartlepool was a prime v 
example. When Mallon be--' 
came Detective Chief Inspec¬ 
toral April 1994. crime was up ; 
37 per cent for the year with a ‘.i- 
30 per cent increase in bur¬ 
glaries. in two years, reported ■" 
crime was cut by more than a ;•• 
quarter. 

Last year the local news¬ 
paper ssd: “Families in Hart¬ 
lepool call him the best thing ’ 
since sliced bread — criminals r 
send him hate mail — but kwe 
him or hate him. Ray Mallon 
is unlikely to be forgotten. “ - 

Mr Mallon demanded total .. 
commitment from his officers. ~- 
He told them to stop people 
dropping litter, spitting and \ 
other antisocial crimes, to - 
reinforce the message that no. 
crime would be tolerated. At " 
die top end, he identified key • 
criminals who were targeted. . 

Mallon might have re¬ 
mained a successful player in 
a minor league but for the fact 

Continued on faring page. 


pdgrv i|fe * 
x » 



A 



to France for just !10* 

cor to o day return with SeoFroneB from Dover io Cotois. 
And it's only £1 per oddilional possangee 
There's no better way to do yowr Qvistmcn shopping. 

0990 711 711 

difference e’est 

-^^SEAFRANCE 

-. | n ’ £ ^° soppWiant py eat. 

early Boobng fores dso ovoilofcle (or Sunvner ! 998 . 

j , ., , 


































































































































































































THE TIMES SATURDAY DECEMBER 6 1997 


NEWS 17 


THE CAS EOF THE POLITICIANS’ FAVOURITE POLICEMAN 


ailTHEHfOBO 


RAOUL DKON 



Ray Mallon at a press conference on the suspension of two officers 
Continued from facing page Hartlepool for a television called Here and 


fact that his success coincided 
with the discovery by British 
politicians of Bill Bratton. 
Commissioner of the New 
York Police and advocate of 
zero tolerance. Like Mr 
Mallon. Bratton believed in 
driving his officers to retake 
the streets. 

No one is now dear whether 
Mr Mallon imitated Bratton 
or whether tliey found the 
strategy independently, but in 
the summer of l*Jo Bratton 
came to Britain and visited 


Hartlepool for a television 
programme. In the general 
election, politicians beat a 
path to Mr Mahon's door. 
Tony Blair brought along 
Helen Mirren, star of TVs 
Prime Suspect, for an election 
photocall with Mr Mallon. 
Michael Howard said he was 
his “kind of cop". 

He cut the numbers of his 
own CID department. Stop 
searches of suspects in the 
street quadrupled, and CS gas 
was used more by the Cleve¬ 
land force than any other in 
Britain. His strategy was now 


called Here and Now. He 
announced: “We are in a 
situation here and we have to 
deal with it now, not after five 
years’ research." 

Ten months on, and crime 
fell by 2b per cent — or 650 
fewer victims each month, as 
Mr Mallon put it. When Dan 
Crompton, an Inspector of 
Constabulary, examined the 
force earlier this year, he 
reported: "Cleveland does not 
just talk about issues, it is 
developing an organisation 
which goes out and makes 
things happen." 

But Home Office officials 
privately wondered why 
Cleveland only had one Ray 
Mallon. Were there no other 
good officers? Cynics pointed 
out that both New York and 
Cleveland had been so bad. 
they could only get better. 

The HMI report also 
showed that civil claims 
against the force had risen 
from 27 in 1990 to 162 in 1996. 
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N eighbouring forces 
made it dear they 
would have noth¬ 
ing to do with zero 
tolerance. Frank Taylor. Chief 
Constable of Durham, pointed 
out he had a better crime¬ 
fighting record than Cleve¬ 
land. So did Northumbria. 

In September, Mr Mallon. 
newly created superintendent, 
spoke m a debate at the Police 
Superintendents’ Conference. 
It was a bravura performance 
which would not have been 
out of place in an evangelical 
meeting. Although zero toler¬ 
ance had much support, he 
was defeated by 19S to two. 
One delegate said: “The vote 
was more to do with his 
personality than his case." 

Back in Hartlepool Mr 
Marion’s successor is dedicat¬ 
ed to continuing zero toler¬ 
ance, and Cleveland is keen to 
emphasise that the investiga¬ 
tions have nothing to do with 
the policy. 

This week Jack Straw 
launched his Crime and Dis¬ 
order Bill, unrepentant about 
zero tolerance but uncommu¬ 
nicative about Mr Mallon and 
his problems. In New York, 
Branon now works for private 
industry after being sacked. 
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Bob Turnbull the Assistant Chief Constable, speaks on Mr Mallon’s suspension. Carole Mallon. right, heard die news while she was at the 
dentist with their children. She sakh “We could not believe it It was wrong, all wrong. It was like it wasn’t real 
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Rector strikes it rich in 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


life for male 


Armagh’s bandit country 

mwoiu amtu 


prostitute 
turned killer 


A male prostitute was sen¬ 
tenced to fife at Bristol Crown 
Court yesterday for murder¬ 
ing a client's mother. Martin 
Dunnett, 32, of Crewkerne. 
Somerset beat Gladys Parker 

senseless after she cm^rt him 

searching her hrmgatoKr at 
Chard for. cash. She was 
found by her son David. 46, _ 
who bod been paying.fr 
Dunnett for sexual favours. 

Mrs Parker died inhospi- 
lal seven weeks later. Dunnett 
was arrested but it was not 
until two years later, when his 
girlfriend told police what die 
knew about the crime, chat he 
wascharged. 


In the mire 


A fanner was tinned with 
causing criminal . 
after muck was sprayed on a 
branch of the NalWesz bank 
in POntdand, Northumber¬ 
land. David Cannon. 68 . of 
Morpeth, will appear before 
magistrates on January 8 . 




Made a meal of it 


A teenage angler has broken 
the British record catch for the 
rare golden mullet despite the - 
fact that his parents ate the w 
evidence. David Tozer, 18, 
from Torquay, Devon, caught 
the 32b 9oz fish off Torquay 
harbour. 


Barman quizzed 


Building bridges: Mr Kingston crosses die newly built footbridge at Creggan church. Grants have helped him to convert 13 acres into a park 


Ulster is awash with ecus, dollars and pounds looking for good causes, says Martin Fletcher 1 


An Australian wanted in con¬ 
nection with the murder of 
Carol Fyfe.36, landlady of the 
Prince Arthur pub. Central 
London, was extradited from 
die United States. Police were 
questioning Gregory Mills, 
27. a former barman. 
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IN THE heart of the bandir 
country of South Armagh, 
where the IRA controls the low 
ground and the Army huddles 
in hilltop watchtowers. stands 
one of the most lavishly fend¬ 
ed Anglican churches in the 
United Kingdom. 

Here in the engine-room of 
militant republicanism, where 
97 per cent of the population is 
Roman Catholic, just nine 
Protestants and their children 
srill attend Creggan church 
near Crossmaglen. but it at¬ 
tracts so much international 
largesse that its rector. 
Mervyn Kingston, jokes about 
being a “proxy millionaire”. 

.Among other things, he has 
converted 13 acres of the 
church’s land into a park, put 
weirs into the adjacent river to 
improve the angling, and is 
planning to build ten self- 
catering holiday cottages and 
a caravan site. In five years he 
has secured £600,000 for his 
projects and will shortly apply 
for another £500.000. 

The 50-year-old Church oF 
Ireland clergyman has yet to 
have an application for money 
refused. Had he been a Home 
Counties vicar, he would be 
organising endless fetes and 
sponsored bike rides to keep 
the tower from toppling over. 

The Province is awash with 
ecus, dollars and pounds look¬ 
ing for good causes. Quite 



Creggan church has secured £600.000 in funds since Mr Kingston took over in 1990 


apart from receiving £3.4 bil¬ 
lion more from the Exchequer 
than it pays in taxes each year 
and £150 million a year of EU 
structural fends. Northern 
Ireland has been allocated 
nearly £200 million since 1995 
from die ElTs Special Support 
Programme for Peace and 
Reconciliation. 

The International Fund for 
Ireland — financed by die US, 
EU. Canada. New Zealand 
and Australia — provides 
about £30 million a year for 
social and economic regenera¬ 
tion programmes in the north 
and Irish border counties. The 
Millennium Commission has 
awarded Northern Ireland far 


more lottery proceeds per 
capita — £53—than any other 
UK region. Yet the Province 
has the same population — 
1.6 million — as Hampshire. 

Half the 14.000 applications 
for financial assistance sub¬ 
mitted to the EU programme 
have been granted. It is 
sometimes said, not entirely in 
jest, that Northern Irdand^s 
politicians cannot afford to 
make peace. 

Mr Kingston is refreshingly 
candid. “I take the view that if 
it’s there you should use it," he 
says. The key, he adds, is 
being a minority community 
in what most outsiders would 
consider- entirely the wrong 


place. Some 200 soldiers and 
policemen have been killed in 
South Armagh during the 
Troubles and all but the 
bravest or most stubborn Prot¬ 
estants have long since depart¬ 
ed. Even today, army 
helicopters clatter across the 
sky in pairs to supply the 
hilltop forts, and IRA signs 
hang from telegraph poles. 

When Mr Kingston arrived 
from the ShanJtiU Road in 
Belfast, the Creggan church 
was run down but it did have 
an historic graveyard where 
three 18th-century Gaelic po¬ 
ets — Art McCooey, Patrick 
Mac AJiondain and Seamus 
Mor Mac Murphy — were 


buried. He began applying 
for grants,. portraying the 
church as part of a “shared 
heritage” and a “potential 
focus for die promotion of 
cultural diversity and reconcil¬ 
iation’’. The money rolled in — 
£9,000 to restore the vault. 
£35.000 for the church and its 
organ and £27,000 to turn the 
old coach-house and stables 
into a splendid visitors’ centre. 

Mr Kingston recently se¬ 
cured a further £504,000 to 
red aim the old rectory’s Vic¬ 
torian walled garden and 
commission sculptures of the 
three poets. The flood of 
money has not reversed what 
the rector himself calls the 
“terminal decline" of his con¬ 
gregation. Nor is its relevance 
to the church^ spiritual life 
immediately apparent But it 
is fostering recondliatiorL 

To meet funding conditions. 
Mr Kingston's parishioners 
dropped objections to Catho¬ 
lics on their management 
committee. Catholics increas¬ 
ingly use the hall for social 
events. The projects have 
bought in jobs and tourists. 

And when a local republi¬ 
can approached him for ad¬ 
vice on a grant application, 
Mr Kingston complained 
about a tricolor flying from a 
pole outside his church. With¬ 
in days it had been replaced by 
an EU flag. 


Laser pen plea 


A call for argent research into M 
the effects of laser pens was ~ 
made by the Police Superin¬ 
tendents’ Association- it said 
that more than half the forces 
had reports of pens being 
used temporarily to blind or 
distract people. 


Brahms record 


The working manuscript for 
two darinet sonatas com¬ 
posed by Brahms in 1895, two 
years before his death has 
fetched £441300 - a world 
record auction price for a 
manuscript by the composer 
- at Sotheby’s in London. 


Lost for words 


Barnsley magistrates had to 
postpone an assault case 
because handwritten police 
evidence was illegible. Irvin 
Goldsby-West, chairman of. 
the bench, said: “We get somjfr > 
unusual excuses fin- not going 
ahead but this is a classic.” 


One cool cat 


A cat was rescued by firemen 
after it became froren to a roof 
overnight in Wiltshire. Ser¬ 
geant Dave Melvin, of 
Chippenham police, said: 
“The poor cat was distressed 
by the ordeal but was well 
enough to run off.” 


A TALE OF TWO COUNTIES 


pentium*JI 


Population; Northern Ireland I.6m: Hampshire 1.6m. 
Unemployment: Nothem Ireland 7.8%; 

Hampshire 3.3%. 

Average weekly earnings (1996): Northern Ireland 
£306.20; Hampshire £349.50. 

Average EU funding per annum (est): Northern Ireland 
£215m; Hampshire £2m. 

Millennium Commission grants: Northern Ireland 
£71.4m; Hampshire £43.7m. 
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A furtive glance at the 
bookshelves sug¬ 
gests feminists, like 
old soldiers, never 
die. Successful Without A 
Penis, suggests one-useful title 

on the German bestseller lists. 

let's Kill Barbie is another 
offering. 

The thrust of this literature 
has barely changed over the 
? past 20 years: it takes the 
assumptions of the feminist 
ranon and turns them into 
instruction manuals for main¬ 
ly young women who feel ex¬ 
cluded from a male- 
dominated institution. 

Fortunately. Shere Hite, 
chronicler of the female or¬ 
gasm m the 1970s. did not die, 
nor did she fade away: she did, 
however, move to Germany 
and become a German citizen. 
The author of the Hite reports 
on female and male sexuality 
is now 55 and has produced a 
book on female behaviour 
which is set to be as controver¬ 
sial as its predecessors. 

How Women See Women 
(so far only available in Ger¬ 
man. Europa Verlag, Munich) 
asks questions about loyalty 
between women. "In 25years.” 
she says, “we have changed 
our relationships with men 
and have changed ourselves, 
but we have not changed 
sufficiently the ways women 
deal with other women.” 

Hite is reluctant to discuss 
her own female friendships 
across Europe — she lives in 
Culogne and Paris — for fear 
of trivialisation. “You wouldn't 
ask Samuel Huntington 
whether he has clashed 'with 
any civilisations larely. would 
you?" It has to be assumed that 
the many women quoted 
about their often nervous, 
over-hesitant friendships are 
not trawled from her two 
decades as one of the world’s 
leading sexologists rather than 
from personal experience. 
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H er arguments are 
intuitive rather 
than empirically 
based, but no less 
interesting for that. Sigmund 
Freud and Bruno Bettelheim 
also built theories on the basis 
of observation- anecdotal ma¬ 
terial and deep thought, says 
Hite, and what is good for the 
founding fathers of psycho¬ 
analysis is good for her. 

“Loyalty- between women." 
she says, “is a bigger taboo 
than lesbianism. There is a 
pressing need for- a. middle 
slams between the kind of best 
friend that is dumped as soon 
as a man appears cm the 
horizon and the sexual intensi¬ 
ty of lesbianism. . Women can 
learn solidarity and intimacy' 
A and can shed the idea that they 
are competitors. Physical 
closeness — cuddling in front 
of the television, bathing to¬ 
gether. setting up house to¬ 
gether. bringing up a child — 
should all be possible, espe¬ 
cially in a world where di¬ 
vorced. unmarried or 
widowed women make up the 
majority- of a city's population. 

"Women can and should be 
mentors of younger women. 
And if two women directors 
are on a male-dominated com¬ 
pany board, they should co¬ 
ordinate their voting to the 
benefit of other women. We 
have the power of numbers — 
£ women make up more than 
'* one half of the world's popula¬ 
tion — so we should be asking 
ourselves: can’t we make bet¬ 
tor alliances together?" 

Feminist writers have al¬ 
ways described and called for 
a sisterhood, a common area 
of feminine activity. Yet. says 
Hite, the practical dynamics of 



this sisterhood have not really 
“F? debated, nor have the 
Origins of female rivalry. 

"When a woman walks into 
a room at a business meeting 
“L r a , P art y' another woman 
^i IdU ? g , her ma y automati¬ 
cally think to herself, ’Is she 
prettier than me? Younger, 
better dressed?-. What if a 
woman thinks instead: Here 
comes a woman. Will she be a 
good addition to my life? Haw 
would / like to relate to her?” 

The problem of female rival¬ 
ry, the stumbling block to full 
emancipation, starts in early 
girlhood. Mothers hide their 
sexuality from their daughters 
as pan of the maternal mys¬ 
tique. “Girls feel at a very 
early age that touching 
another woman in any kind of 
way that relates to sexual parts 
of the body is forbidden." The 
relationship with men is gen¬ 
erally far more open. "Even 
when a man and a woman are 
not sexual together, there is 
comfort in knowing that the 
body is accepted as part of 


Shere Hite on how 
women should treat 
women: 

□ Once you've made a 
date with a girlfriend, stick . 
to it and do not call it off 
because a man has rung. 

□ Compliment your 
friend. 

□ Ring her regularly. 

□ A friendship needs at 
least one deep conversa¬ 
tion every three weeks or 
so. 

□ Do notforget to plan to 
do things together in the 
future. 

□ Always listen to your 
girlfriend. 

□ Don’t talk solely about 

S ur man or child. 

Never tell your friends 
that you are too busy to 
talk. 

* □ Do not drop her like a 
hot potato as soon as you 
fall in love or have a baby. 


overall identity," says Hite. 
“But between women, though 
women’s friendships are often 
excellent the early sexual ta¬ 
boo causes psychological hesi¬ 
tation and confusion." These 
attitudes shape relations be¬ 
tween women in the work¬ 
place. Women, it seems, have 
to transcend this taboo if they 
are to realise their potential. 

Hite gives a checklist of how 
women should start treating 
their women 1 friends (see 
above). Tb a nian, this advice 
sounds rather banal But 
Shere Hite’s appeal — certain¬ 
ly her skill -at making the 
bestseller lists — is to link 
practical lifestyle guidance 
with philosophical musings. It 
really , does seem as if women 
need to be reminded to treat 
their women friends as equals 
with their male lovers. And 
her questions do niggle: “Why 
do men create male loyalty 
systems that work (political 
forties, sports teams) whereas 
women do not?" 

Hite is in fact very good at 
posing questions. She seems to 
tread across a borderland 
between popular culture and 
the intellectually diverting, 
and although her conclusions 
are a little anaemic, the ques¬ 
tions asked en route are al¬ 
ways interesting. Her tech¬ 
nique, but also her person¬ 
ality, sets her apart from the 
likes of Andrea Dworidn and 
Kate Mfllett. She is not a 
dungarees feminist To fi¬ 
nance her doctoral studies at 
Columbia University, she 
signed up as a model. Some 
nude pictures taken then ap- 


women, cuddle up together 
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GIRL POWER 


Historical solidarity; Shere Hite visits a statue of the 19th-centuiy French woman author, George Sand 


peared later (to her intense 
embarrassment) in Playboy. 
The decisive advertisement in 
her modelling career was for 
Olivetti. She appeared as a 
secretary next to 'a typewriter 
which was described, in the 
copy as being “So smart she 
doesn’t have to be”. The crudi¬ 
ty of the text helped to propel 
her towards the National Org¬ 
anisation of Women, which 
picketed Olivetti's Manhattan 
office. A feminist was bom. 
But her looks — she is still a 
pale beauty — remained part 
of her career, earning her big 
television promotion and some 
resentment from other 
feminists. 

The Hite reports were criti¬ 
cised for their methodology. 
She sent our 100,000 question¬ 
naires to women’s organ¬ 
isations, and thus drew a 
rather self-selecting response; 
angry comments from angry 
.women. Hite replied to her 
critics with some justification: 



Shere Hite with concert pianist Friedrich Haricke 


to be scientific is not the same 
as to be representative. Promi¬ 
nent sexologists praised her 
work, and her findings — 
about the difficulty of women 
reaching orgasm, about male 
and female infidelity — 
touched a raw nerve in the 


1970s and I9S0s. They were a 
snapshot of the times. 

The mood turned ugly in 
America, however, after the 
publication in 1987 of the third 
Hite report. Women And Love. 
“I wound up leaving the 
counrry ... the sort of things 


that happened around that 
time ranged from gross har¬ 
assment by national television 
networks, physical intimida¬ 
tion and disruption at my 
lectures, hostile taunts and 
threats left on my answering 
machine." She blamed rhe 
“reactionary Reagan-Bush cli¬ 
mate" which pitted fundamen¬ 
talist Christians against 
writers who dealt with sexu¬ 
ally explicit subjects. 

Partly because of the back¬ 
lash, but also because she fell 
in love with the German 
concert pianist Friedrich 
Haricke, she moved to 
Cologne. The cultural - atmo¬ 
sphere in Europe, she says, is 
better and she is in constant 
contact with women’s groups 
there. It seems an odd kind of 
life, giving a new layer of 
meaning to the term “profes¬ 
sional woman"; womanhood 
has become her calling. 

Roger Boyes 



Model friendship: Marie Helvin and Jerry Hall 














Supportive: Kate Moss and Naomi Campbell 


By Erica Wagner 


G irl power has been 
much in the news 
since the advent of the 
Spice Girls, and now Shere 
Hite has climbed on the 
bandwagon. Women need 
passionate friendships, she 
says: feminism has only taken 
us so far because we cannot 
overcome the rivalries that 
exist among ourselves. 

But literature, history and 
popular culture are littered 
with examples of women who 
have stuck together. Some¬ 
times the "passionate" nature 
of these friendships has led to 
explosive endings, but that is 
often the case when passion, 
whether sexual or amicable, is 
in the mix. 

Madonna was thick as 
thieves with comedian San¬ 
dra Bernhard fora while: that 
friendship, some say. helped 
lo break up the pop icon's 
marriage to Sean Penn (which 
was probably not what Hite 
had in mind). But Linda 
Robson and Pauline Qurrke. 
those birds of a feather, are 
still great chums, always on 
television together and (until 
recently) living near each oth¬ 
er in north London. 

The supermodel friendship 
has an ancient lineage (or as 
ancient as supermodels may 
admit to being): Jerry Hall 
and Marie Helvin spring to 
mind: they met while mixlei- 
ling in the 1970s. Naomi 
Campbell. Kate Moss, Christy 
Turlington and Co continue 
the tradition of sharing each 
other’s Mariboros and being 
supportive after those long 
days in front of the camera. 

Just the other week we 
witnessed Victoria Spencer 
and Chantal Collopy — pre¬ 
sumably rivals — united in the 


face of Earl Spencer’s not- 
qu i te-gen Llemanly. behaviour. 
Author Lisa Jardine, Profes¬ 
sor of Renaissance Studies at 
Queen Mary and Westfield 
College, wrote last week in 
The Guardian of the impor¬ 
tance to her of her “girl gang". 
She believes firmly that 
women can and will support 
each other; there is only a 
perception that they wont 

“I think the difficulty for 
women in the workplace is the 
way that antagonism lo each 
other seems to be structured 
in: women are perceived as 
being sex competitors, and 
men simply are noL That’s not 
only unfair, it impedes what’s 
really necessary’ — that 
women should join together. 
Male friendships are invisible 
because they are everywhere. 

She says: “Female friend¬ 
ship is more visible, because 
there are still fewer women in 
positions of power, and that is 
a problem, but it won’t be for 
long." 


A uthor and commenta¬ 
tor Sarah Dunant — 
whose closest friend¬ 
ship, with a woman who now 
lives in America, has lasted 
more than 20 years and is. she 
feels, marked by a degree of 
honesty that could never exist 
between lovers — does not 
believe, as Hite does, that 
rivalry too often mars wom¬ 
en's friendships: but she does 
believe in preserving friend¬ 
ships outside romance. 

“Marriage, or a relation¬ 
ship, is sometimes seen to 
provide everything — your 
partner should be your lover, 
your best friend, your confi¬ 
dante — but no one can supply 
all that. Female friendship 
reaches parts that men can't 
reach." 
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Juggling grants, loans, and bojwiffice receipts a am 
evermore desperate attempt to keep the defied 

within manageable preportmi^lras temmeaw^, 
of life for many m the arts world. ^ftraAIbergc 
examines the state of companies around the country 
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A computer image of the proposed G real Court around the Reading Room at the British Museum. Trustees meet today to deride whether to charge for entry to avert a deficit 

Arts paint picture 
of culture in crisis 



On the ropes: the RSC and The Spanish Tragedy 


IF gloomy headlines could 
kill."the arts world would be 
buried by now. in rhe pasr few 
weeks the Royal Opera House 
has been revealed to be in 
chaos. The Royal Shakespeare 
Company has announced a 
deficit of £1.6 million. The 
Chichester Festival has parted 
from its director after a 
£600,000 loss on the season. 

The Old Vic is being sold 
after running up a £2 million 
loss on Sir Peter Hall's reper¬ 
tory thearre season. English 
National Opera's future is 
douded in uncertainty, after 
the resignation of irs general 
director and the suggestion of 
Chris Smith, the Culture Sec¬ 
retary. that it be shunted into 
Covent Garden. Several fam¬ 
ous British orchestras have 
nearly empty order books and 
some pioneering London the¬ 
atres are screaming blue mur¬ 
der after having their grants 
slashed. 

These are only the most 




The art world is infamous 
for declaring itself ig¬ 
nored and underfunded , 
but it may be justified, 
writes Richard Morrison 


prominent casualties. As our 
report, right, shows, the finan¬ 
cial turmoil is spread through 
every region and every art 
form. To cap it all. the British 
Museum trustees meet today 
to decide whether to impose 
admission charges in order to 
avert a large deficit. If that 
bastion of free entry falls, 
museum insiders say. every 
other free museum through¬ 
out the land will follow suit. 

No wonder that the Prince 
of Wales observed a fortnight 
ago that the arts were becom¬ 
ing “of secondary or even 
tertiary importance" in British 
society. The arts world is 
infamous for declaring itself in 
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agement during 1995 and 1996 
may be that its executives were 
so busy worrying about the 
Royal Opera House's redevel¬ 
opment that they took their 
eyes off the day-to-day run¬ 
ning of the House. 

It does nor help that the Arts 
Council is currently in impo¬ 
tent inertia: no secretary-gen¬ 
eral since May. and no new 
chairman yet appointed to 
succeed Earl Gowrie. Such is 
its present lowly status that It 
has been humiliatingly side¬ 
lined during the present opera 
dispute fay the Culture Secre-. 
tary's direct interventions. 
That in turn has called into 
question the entire “arm’s 
length principle" by which the 
arts are funded. Another 
destabilising factor. 

Other sources of funding 
are also faltering- Corporate 
arts sponsorship, the hope of 
the 1980s, is proving increas¬ 
ingly elusive. The Midland 
Bank's hardnosed withdrawal 
from supporting Prom perfor¬ 
mances at Covent Garden 
after 25 years, in favour of 
supporting a rock festival, 
reveals the extent of the image 
problem for arts fundraisers. 

Local authorities, with shin¬ 
ing exceptions, have shrunk 
their arts budgets to negligible 
levels. That has torpedoed 
many regional rep theatres. 
The arts have been margina¬ 
lised in classrooms, as schools 
are pressurised into concen¬ 
trating on “academic” sub¬ 
jects. That has made it difficult 
for arts organisations to build 
links with young audiences. 
And serious culture is virtual¬ 
ly excluded from mainstream 
television, the greatest 
popularising medium of our 
age. as the networks obses¬ 
sively chase ratings. 

It is a grim picture, and 
there is not much consolation 
in the fact that matters are rro 
better abroad. In America the 
National Endowment for die 
Arts has just issued a huge, 
pessimistic document reveal¬ 
ing that annual donations to 
American arts bodies have 
fallen by a disastrous 
£150 million in three years, 
and accusing the arts world of 
being “elitist, racist and 
irrelevant”. 

In Russia! and Eastern 
Europe many formerly world- 
class ensembles have been 
blown away by the cold galeof 
market forces. Even in France, 
Italy and Germany, organ¬ 
isations once plushly cush¬ 
ioned by subsidy are now 
desperately seeking private ■ 
and corporate saviours. 

Hope in Britain now resides 
in Labour's revisions of the 
lottery regulations. If lottery 
money can be released for 
general-purpose arts spend¬ 
ing. the climate will be trans¬ 
formed. But even here danger. 
lurks. Lottery money could.' 
insidiously be used to replace 
(rather than supplement) 
Treasury funding of- the arts 
.. and then the lottery might 
dry up. It is die doomsday 
scenario that the arts world 
does not dare to dunk about 
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crisis. This time it is hard not 
to feel that Matilda may 
actually be burning. 

The dominant feeling in arts 
circles at present, however, is 
not panic. It is anger. Arts 
organisations fed betrayed. At 
the general election the “luwie 
vote" was emphatically with 
Labour. The arts world, which 
had seen public subsidy 
plunge in real terms under 
John Major, expected Labour 
to pump-prime a renaissance. 
Encouraging speeches from 
Tony Blair about the impor¬ 
tance of culture to his vision of 
Britain did nothing to dampen 
such hopes. 

But Labour's manifesto 
carefully made no financial 
pledges to the arts world, and 
now die reality of that vague¬ 
ness is sinking in. As the Kurt 
Weill song says: "ft’s a long, 
long time from May to De¬ 
cember”. In the past week 
there have been bitter accusa¬ 
tions that Labour is much 
more interested in jumping on 
the bandwagon of “sexy" cul¬ 
ture — film, desiga pop music 
— than in preserving the 
traditional glories of theatre, 
concert hall and art galleiy. 
Even the change of name on 
the minister's front door — 
from Heritage to Culture — 
seems to symbolise Labour's 
lack of concern with the 
“grown-up" arts. 

it is not just falling subsidy 
that has caused the 'present 
crisis. Box-office income this 
year, particularly for theatre, 
has been hit by two factors 
outside the control of their 
administrators: the strong 
pound, which has deterred 
tourists, and the death of 
Diana, Princess of Wales, 
which apparently wiped out 
theatregaing for the best part 
of a fortnight 

Then there is the National 
Lottery. Once hailed as the 
arts’ saviour, it has proved a 
mixed blessing. Confined by 
regulations mostly to funding 
"capital projects", it is useless 
for dealing with revenue defi¬ 
cits. Yet it bankrolls vast 
building schemes which then 
soak up disproportionately 
large amounts of fundraising 
effort and managerial time. 
One reason for Covent Gar¬ 
den's seemingly inept man¬ 




as S would- have Eked in attrab&ig ayounger 
— ft tried to address that with the controversial 




□ tn administration. The funding situation coufdnot be 
more desperate. The theatre is due to dose on January 3 
unless a benefactor can be found. Inland Revenue moved 
In because of debt and on October 6 Ernst & Young were 


Many believe the theatre has been uafaMyneglected but 
local authorities —■ notably Liverpool — are particu l arly 
strapped for cash. The toss vdO be widely lamented. 

□ Cl million from taxpayer, 

£16u2 mfllion from tottery but _ 
needs to raise £6 mffion by 
1999. Massive rebuilding 
project on target Maintains 
reputation for arbstic excellence 
and image for controversial 
stagings, most recently a play . 
about teenage gang rape. At¬ 
tacked in 1995 for explicit sax 
and violence in Basted. 


SCOTTISH 


□ £6l54 mSUon from tax- 
payer, £3.6 milBonfrom lottery 
but Government Insists on 
savings. Does hot forecast a 
deficit and Is looking at 
odmlnfstratfva collaboration 
Wftft other companies. Stages 


good standard productions 
but observers are wafting to 
see what Bulb Mackenzie, the 
new director, can achieve. 


□ £1.25 mfi&on from taxpayer; ■ - • .■ 

£379,000 from lottery. Standstill m 

funding from the Arts Counctt M m _ [ mt S 

means cut in real terms.. Local 

authority funding far from ade- y y f f M aM\7 
quats but City of Manchester 
very supportive. Finances des¬ 
perate but no more so than' 

most orchestras. Maintaining artistic-st an d ar ds in perfor¬ 
mances around the country. Or** attic wrote recently: “ft 1 try 
to describe ~]vhy last nighfs concert wasso excitingsfod 
rewarding, ! shall soon run out of superlatives." - 


TateGallery 

□ £18^6 million from taxpayer, tottery grants of 
£18.75 million and £50 million for MHibaok mid Bankskfe 
projects; needs to raise £27 rafUhm. On verge of charting 
to meet £1 million debt Raising money from sponsorship, 
publishing, retailing. Staffing Is biggest cost Probably 
room for further expansion of commercial ventures to 
ensure free access to core collections. Good exhibitions. 



THEATRE COMPANY 


AT UPPER CAMPFIELD MARKET 


□ £13 miHion from taxpayer, £23 mOOon from lottery for new 
theatre after IRA bomb. Needs to raise £500,000. Before 
bomb, was enjoying a successful phase; wiping, out a deficit 
Hopes to open in a year and double output Excellent 

theatre until opens. 




□ £8^ mfflton from taxpayer; has submitted lottery Md for 
feasibility study into £75mIHlon redevelopment of 
Stratford headquarters. Facing deficit of El .S . million, 
wants help from Government When it cut London season 
by half, grant from Corporation of London slashed by 
more than £1 mflfion. Difficulties exac e rb at ed by fr e ez e on 
grant for fouryears. Announcement due on December 10. 
Moneyfrom Les Mlserabteshas been tailing oft Generally 
very high quality productions, but audiences can sense 
costc *™ ns: 0351 stzos ’ example, have gone down. 
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VALERIE GRQVE MEETS: GERALD KAUFMAN 



CHRIS HARRIS 


never take 



of the 


T ake off your coat and hat," 
says Gerald Kaufman, 
“and leave your worries 
on the doorstep." He 
wears an insouciant air for one who 
has just put a bomb under the 
Royal Opera House with his lacer¬ 
ating report. 

He had been in a meeting 
discussing the Millennium Dome 
when news came of the Opera 
House board’s mass resignation. 
Kaufman professed himself "sur¬ 
prised". “It's very peculiar." he said 
innocently, as if the resultant chaos 
is nothing to do with hiin. 

“There’s got to be a board, 
because the board appoints die 
board. It is what has been 
described as ‘a seif-perpetuating 
oligarchy*. If the board dissolves 
itself as an entity, them the Secre¬ 
tary of State takes 
over." So Chris Smith 
is left in die mire. 

“He’s the Secretary of 
State," cries Kauf¬ 
man. "He’s- got all 
these well-informed 
advisers.” I said 
Mary Allen — whose 
behaviour over her 
appointment as chief 
executhe" fell serious¬ 
ly below the standard 
expected of the princi¬ 
pal officer of a public 
body"—had sounded 
pretty impressive on Radio ;4ls 
Today programme. "I am not going 
to make any personal comment 
about Mary Allen or anyone else. 
Before she gave evidence. I had met 
her on a handful of occasions and 
she seemed to me an agreeable 
person. I have no 'animus against 
her or indeed anyone else." 

I was surprised to learn that 
Kaufman, whoat67 has beenindK 
public swim for so hang, had never 
met die board until now. “1 am not 
pan of the sotial circle of the opera 
house.” he said. He had never set 
eyes on Lord Chadlingtoa who has 
now resigned as chairman, or 
Robert Gavron. a: board member, 
until they gave evidence before the 
selecr committee. He had met 
Vivien Duffield, another board 
member, once before.-“She works 




very hard and she's very generous, 
isn’t she?" he said — an understate¬ 
ment, since Mis Duffield has 
poured millions of her personal 
fortune into Covent Garden — "and 
she seems to know a lot of other 
people who are generous. That is a 
very important capability." Quite. 

Mrs Duffield and Mr Gavron 
were exonerated from blame in 
Kaufman’s report — but the milch- 
cow baby has now been thrown out 
with the bathwater. 

Could he specify which “philis¬ 
tine with financial acumen" he 
would suggest to run the opera 
house instead of the “succession of 
opera and ballet lovers who have 
brought, a great institution to its 
knees"? “It would be unfair," he 
laughed, “to single out one. Unfair 
on all the other philistines.'' It turns 
out that he did know 
one of his victims 
well. “Jeremy Isaacs - 
and I were at Oxford 
together, in the Lab¬ 
our Club, and he even 
says I introduced him 
to certain sorts of 
music" Yet he had 
questioned Sir 
Jeremy’s competence. 
Had they spoken 
since? "No. One 
compartmentalises 
life.. ,Just because 
".somebody was a 
friends or was someone forwhom I 
haVe a great personal regard, I 
don't think I should refrain from 
saying what I believe ought to be 
said. Isn’t that a sanctimonious 
thing: to say? But that’s how I 
approached it I thought long and 
hard about the passages relating to 
Jeremy." 

• Thc report was, of course; the 
collaborative, unanimous work of 
his Jl-strang coxnmittee — "we 
proceeded in collegiate fashion" — 
but its trenchant soundbites have 
the. hallmark of the tabloid-trained 
hack! Kaufman, who st arted on the 
Daily Mirror in 1955 at £750 a year, 
wrote speeches for Harold Wilson, 
and sketches for That Was The 
Week That Was —notably the item 
about “the silent men of Westmin¬ 
ster", MPs who had not uttered a 



The seventh child of an immigrant tailor, Kaufman is said to be vain, waspish, good company and invincibly self-confident 


word in the House for years—and 
uttered the aperpi that the 1992 
Labour manifesto was “the longest 
suicide note in history”. 

Kaufman is a singular cove. I 
recall his giving the annual press 
awards one year and delivering an 
ill-judged joke, unprintable here ~ 
a definition of "queers". He is said 
to be vain, waspish, good company 
and — like many single men who 
were their mothers' darlings — 
invincibly self-confident He was 
the seventh child of an immigrant 
tailor in Leeds: “I cannot recom¬ 
mend a better place in the family,”, 
he says. He was cosseted by five 
sisters who bought him comics and 
took him places. * 

Three of the asters and his elder 
brother went to work in tailoring 
factories; two sisters became teach¬ 
ers. All stayed in Leeds, apart from 
little Gerald. He must have been 
swottish at school to get his 
exhibition in classics to Oxford: 
"But I had lots of friends. In fact the 
other day I went with an old friend 
from Leals Grammar School tosee 
Sophocles' Electro at the Donmar 
Warehouse." 

Recently he wrote a fine, moving 
essay about his mother, who could 
not read English, only Yiddish. 
(Kaufman regards himself as a 
"negligent but practising Jew".) 
Mother was self-sacrificial, forever 
at the stove but also a dnema-going 


companion to her son. He claims 
there were 55 cinemas in Leeds in 
the 1930s. 

When I express incredulity, he 
says Keith Waterhouse claims 
there were more. He became a 
dneaste- "Going to the pictures" is 

a hobby in Who's Who, _ 

and LA Confidential is 
the best new film he has 
seen in ages; but un¬ 
trammelled by family 
commitments, he goes 
to theatre and opera too. 

"I am neither highbrow 
nor lowbrow. I will go to 
anything, listen to any¬ 
thing and watch any¬ 
thing that appeals." He 
had seen the National 
Theatre’s Cyrano de 
Bergerac at'Blackpool; 
had booked for Tosco at 
the Bridgewater HalL 
Manchester, Othello at 
the Nations, and the 
Sondheim musical Sat¬ 
urday Night at the Bridewell 
Theatre later this month. 

He first came to London to a 
bedsitter in Stamford Hill, as bleak 
as it sounds, to be general secretary 
of the Fabian Sodety. In those days 
he sat in the gods but even now that 
he can afford the stalls, his feelings 
about Covent Garden are "ambiva¬ 
lent". In this week's Spectator he 
refers to its "stifling aura of social 


C He is 
scathing 
about the 
opera 
grandees 
who sit at 
little tables 
ingesting 
smoked 
salmon 9 


exclusivity“Every time 1 set foot 
there I was overwhelmed by the 
feeling that I was not wanted as a 
member." 

Perhaps this is the key to Kauf¬ 
man’s hounding of the ROH board. 
He thinks opera-goers are snobs, 
but not opera buffs. He 
is graphically scathing 
about the grandees who 
manage to get served in 
the Crush Bar f*I never 
could”), or sit at little 
tables ingesting smoked 
salmon, or fan them¬ 
selves with their "bulki- 
ly expensive" pro¬ 
grammes, or open their 
Marriage of Figaro pro¬ 
gramme and exclaim 
“Oh! Irs by Mozart!" In 
his office, ’the screen 
behind him announces 
that Mr M. Howard is 
now speaking in the 
____European debate. “Ah. 

the SHADOW Foreign 
Secretary." said Kaufman with 
relish. "It’s nice saying that 1 love 
being able to use the phrase, ‘the 
previous Government*. People are 
really happy that we’ve got rid of 
them." 

I began to list the things people 
are far from happy about this week 
— killing Peps and Tessas, stupid 
beef ban. etc — when he interrupt¬ 
ed: “This Government will do 


many extremely unpopular things 
before it faces the electorate again: 
that is in the nature of being in 
government. 1 dont have to be 
madly keen on every single thing it 
does. On the other hand. I support 
this Government; I’ve not waited IS 
years for a Labour government just 
to start griping. 

“Sometimes I will voice my 
reservations, but only privately. I 
am a sycophant but not a mindless 
sycophant." 

Before going off to his 
Manchester constituency for the 
weekend (eg. to draw the raffle at 
the Gorton Labour Club tomor¬ 
row). he was going home to his flat 
near Regent’s Park to finish a 
Patricia Cornwell novel: “I detest 
her books but I review crime fiction 
for The Scotsman.” 

A ubiquitous reviewer, he ad¬ 
mires authors who remain civil 
despite his adverse notices. 
"There’s a woman called Janet 
Cohen, a BBC governor, whose 
books 1 think are terrible, and she’s 
lovely about it 1 was very hostile to 
Noel Annan's Our Age but when 
we met at a dinner, he couldn’t 
have been nicer. It taught me a 
lesson" — and perhaps there is a 
message here for the vilified and 
embattled opera board members— 
“you should never take tilings 
personally, it’s just part of the 
game." 


Cuts that 
forget 
the play’s 
the thing 

Hamlet 

The Barbican 


E veryone knows the old 
joke about the folly of 
playing Hamlet without 
the Prince. But at the Barbican it 
sometimes seems the Prince 
without Hamlet. Alex Jennings is 
impressive in the title role. The 
problem is what the often exciting, 
sometimes foolhardy young 
director Matthew Warch us has 
done with the play. 

The first scene, ghost and all 
is missing. All we see is Jennings’s 
Hamlet pouring the ashes of 
his dead father on to the ground in 
front of film of his happy 
childhood. Then we cut to a party 
where Paul Freeman's dinner- 
jacketed Claudius smooches with 
Susannah York's svelte, 
smiling Gertrude and, later, 
Edward Petherbridge's Ghost 
appears amid the fun to lead his 
son to a seat sprouting from 
the brutalist concrete of Mark 
Thompson's Elsinore. 

Where there should be 
armour and a beaver, there is a 
velvet jacket and a bow-tie, and 
where there should be horror, 
grief and rage there is 
gendemanly fastidiousness. 
Unsurprisingly, there is no 
metaphysical or, for that matter, 
political dimension to this 
Hamlet 

Warchus’s cuts see off 
“something is rotten in the state of 
Denmark” and many a great 
line. He also opts for dubious 
transpositions and spurious 
additions. The effect is to turn a 
poetic tragedy into a 
naturalistic family drama that, 
believe it or not. ends with 
sentimental film footage of the boy 
prince cavorting in the snow 
with his pa: Hamlet filtered 
through Hello! magazine. 

L et me admit 1 liked it 
more, or disliked it less, 
than when I saw it at 
Stratford in May. The production 
has a brisk, cinematic flow and 
there are some striking stage 
pictures. There are also some 
decent performances, notably 
Freeman’s Claudius and 
Derbhle Crotty’s Ophelia. But 
Warehus's reductionism does 
not help David RyaU, whose 
Polonius lacks bite, or 
Jennings himself. 

That is a huge pity, for his 
Hamlet combines grace, 
intelligence and emotional 
volatility.To see him steer his way 
from excitement at the arrival 
of Rosencrantz and Guildenstem 
to cold mistrust when he twigs 
their motives is to watch a skilful 
actor near the height of his 
powers. But why must he hold a 
gun to his head in the "to be" 
speech? Why can’t he deliver the 
monologue that starts "how all 
occasions do inform against me”? 
Why is he in this production? 

Benedict 

Nightingale 
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Museums, 
money and 
modernity 

The British Museum can learn 
from the V &Xsays Alan Borg 


T he trustees of the British 
Museum meer today to 
decide whether they 
must introduce admission 
charges. No one concerned 
with museums will envy them 
in this task, not least because 
their decision surely has to 
provide the foundations for a 
sustainable long-term future 
for the institution. 

It is widely rumoured that 
the Government has found 
additional hinds to bail our the 
British Museum for next year 
while the other great national 
museums will face yet another 
round of swingeing cuts to 
their grams. I f we set aside the 
question of whether this is a 
sensible or equitable use of 
public money, the key issue 
remains rhe long-term future 
of all our national collections. 

The very fact that the British 
Museum, with six million 
visitors a year, finds itself 
forced to consider a course 
which it has so vigorously 
decried is vivid evidence of fust 
how parlous the state of muse¬ 
um funding now is. If muse¬ 
ums and galleries are 
important, indeed vital, to our 
national soul, rhen it is equally 
vital that they are able to 
establish for themselves a 
future that is much more than 
keeping the wolf from the door 
or slow genteel decay. 

Eighteen months ago. in a 
different political climate, the 
Victoria and Albert Museum 
was faced with financial cir¬ 
cumstances that were perhaps 
worse than those confronting 
the British Museum today. 
The trustees’ev entual decision 
to introduce admission 
charges was made only after 
deep hearr-searching. But 
charging was a less unpalat¬ 
able'means of balancing our 
budget than the additional 
severe cuts to services and staff 
that would have been made 
necessary by reductions in 
government funding. 

Our concern was to give the 
museum the best fighting 
chance to sustain 3nd develop- 
for the future those education¬ 
al initiatives, community- pro¬ 
grammes. family activities 
and other events and services 
for the public from which so 
much of the museum's value 
derives. We felt that charging, 
with generous exemptions for 
children and students, togeth¬ 
er with a daily period open 
free to all (and some 45 per 
cent of our visitors still come in 
free), was the only way in 
which we could hope to 
achieve this. 

I am not suggesting here 
that charges are necessarily 
the answer to the British 
Museum's dilemma — every 
institution must find its own 
solution, but the problem is 
common to us all. A quick fix 
will only mean that the prob¬ 
lem will be back again next 
year and this plainly will not 
do. 

Too much of the recent 
debate over museum admis¬ 
sion charges has given the 
impression of being concerned 
with temporary papering over 
of binding cracks, in a 
Micawberish faith that some¬ 
thing will turn up. 

It is time to ask how our 


museums can be put on to a 
funding basis that allows 
them to plan for progress and 
development, because change 
they must. 

In the past few weeks alone 
two major an centres have 
opened, the Guggenheim in 
Bilbao and the new Getty in 
America. In this country new 
museums have arrived and 
established ones have been 
transformed. We have a new 
Government emphasising the 
importance of design and edu¬ 
cation. in both of which muse¬ 
ums have a crucial role to 
play. The audiences for muse¬ 
ums are increasingly visually 
aware. For museums. I believe 
renewal is now not optional 
but an essential element in 
retaining our engagement 
with visitors. 

The V&A has itself 
redisplayed II major galleries 
in the past ten years, and we 
are now finalising rhe designs 
for the complete renewal of 
our 15 British galleries, a 
project equivalent in scale to a 
decent-sized museum. 

By any standards, the cur¬ 
rent 50-year-old galleries are 
now sad. down-at-heel and 
inadequate settings for the 
3.000 glorious works by 
Adam. Chippendale and other 
great names of British art that 
they house. Their redesign 
was my first priority when I 
became Director and we now 
have a scheme that does them 
full justice. 

The elegant and intelligent 
design proposals bv Dinah 
Casson and David Mlinaric at 
last bring many marvellous 
works of art out from behind 
glass id be properly appreciat¬ 
ed in open displays. Con¬ 
trolled lighting and environ¬ 
ment wilf enable us to display 
material which previously was 
considered too sensitive. New 
technologies will provide visi¬ 
tors with access to a wealth of 
information related to the 
works on show. 

M uch of the thinking 
behind these rede¬ 
signs is in response 
to research that has shown us 
just how little the average 
museum visitor now gets from 
the old galleries they will 
replace. Particularly for the 
younger museum visitor, fa¬ 
miliar with information 
through multimedia (a week 
in which the Turner Prize was 
won by a multimedia artist 
signals this new visual sophis¬ 
tication). a very' different gal¬ 
lery' experience needs to be 
provided. Equally clear has 
been that the galleries must be 
completely accessible to the I 
widest spread of visitors, and I 
for those with disabilities. 

We believe that it is essential 
to make such a commitment to 
deliver for the future and it is 
heartening to find so many 
supporters who see the V&A as 
investing for tomorrow. I hope 
that, whatever the British Mu¬ 
seum trustees deride, the Gov¬ 
ernment will now address how 
all museums should be funded 
to build the long-term renais¬ 
sance that our visitors require 
and deserve. 

The author is Director of rhe 
Victoria and Albert Museum. 



Boneless wonders 


The T-bone terror proves that 
ministers have no grasp of science or 
maths — let alone our liberties 


T he giant finger whooshes out 
of the night sky and points at 
the dumbstruck face in the 
window. “It could be you." 
says a voice. This week the Agricul¬ 
ture Minister Jack Cunningham 
impersonated the National Lottery 
advertiser. As the nation's fork was 
poised with a T-bone steak on its way 
to the nation's mouth. Dr Cunning¬ 
ham screamed: “Don't touch iL" 
According to the great gad science, 
new variant Creutzfeldt-Jakob dis¬ 
ease (nvCJD) could be lurking in that 
mouthful. There is a small risk, and 
where there is risk, a government 
must ban. 

Perhaps only mathematicians are 
aware of the enormity of what the 
Government did this week. It took a 
risk that is statistically negligible and 
exploited it as an act of insufferable 
nannying. Beef ribs, T-bones and 
oxtails present a public health risk 
publicised as "very small" and “a 
chance of one case per year" (though 
none of Britain's 22 nvCJD cases has 
been positively' linked to beef). Most 
newspapers cluelessly converted “a 
chance" into a certainty, and ridi¬ 
culed the risk as a tiny one in 5b 
million. But that is not what the 
scientists said. They suggested the 
chance was "5 per cent", so the risk is 
nearer to one in 1.1 billion, or one in 
560 million among the half of the 
population that eats beef. There can 
have been no more tenuous basts for 
an infringement of personal liberty. 

What happened this week is sadly 
familiar. When a politician sees a 
lerter from the Spongiform Encepha¬ 
lopathy Advisory Committee (SEAC) 
his knees wobble, his head moves 
from side to side and he slides inro the 
statistical mud. The infection is 
passed on from "the science" in a six- 
monthly viral dose that drives every 
minister to the political abattoir. 
Probability' theory, risk assessment 
and statistical numeracy give way to 
the one art at which these people are 
supreme, banning things. 

My reaction is to wonder what 
other innoant activity is in danger 
from new Labour. On the Richter 
scale of T-bone tenor, doom must 
now hover over motorbikes, alcoholic 
drink, children's playgrounds, jog¬ 
ging and hot baths. The Cabinet must 
be at risk of negligence in not 
banning pastimes more injurious to 
The nation's health than beef. How 
can it permit men to ski downhill, go 
to Egypt, slap with prostitutes or eat 
butter? How can it lex women take the 
Pill or drive cars alone? 


This Government is plainly eager 
to outdo the last in the banning 
stakes. Foxhunting and low wages 
are for the chop, but the past week 
alone has seen the long arms of the 
law close round in-bone beef, tobacco 
advertising, children out after dark 
“antisocial" neighbours and front 
doorsteps. When 1 read about the 
last. I assumed it was a joke. But no. 
Enviroment Secretary John Prescott’s 
new building control manual does 
not lie. The British doorstep joins the' 
unvenrOated lavatory as a forbidden 
hazard to die nation’s health. 

There can be no end to this 
madness. If he bans 
doorsteps, Mr Pres¬ 
cott must logically 
ban “upstairs’" with¬ 
out lifts. Stairs are 
the killing fields of 
the family home. 

Hundreds die on 
them each year. 

They are drenched- 
in blood and creak¬ 
ing with risk. Mr 
Prescott could be sued ro the skies for 
not including them-with his murder¬ 
ous doorsteps. New Britain is pre¬ 
sumably to be forced into a 
standardised "Blair Millennium 
Bungalow". If flood water pours 
under its stepless front door, too bad. 

I wonder which carpet salesman gave 
£1 million to Labour last year. - 

Democratic politics has long been 
the art of spreading risk. But there 
must be a limit. What is unsettling in 
the BSE-GJD saga is the susceptibil¬ 
ity of politicians to science. It is 18 
months since the scare began. In that 
rime almost £5 billion has been 
squandered in payments to those 
who visited titis minor menace on the 
consumer. Britons are currently pay¬ 
ing a penny on income tax in 
compensation. No industry other 
than agriculture would have been 
rewarded for its collective misfortune 
or misbehaviour in this way: no 
drugs company, no car manufactur¬ 
er. no engineer, no asbestos maker. 
Yet rhe Treasury has even compen¬ 
sated the venal Tenderers, to the tune 
of £150 million in a year. I hope the 
new inquiry into the BSE affair will 


seek the justification for this particu¬ 
lar handout, which no minister has 
folly explained. 

Yet over CJD £ have some sympa¬ 
thy with the farmers. The scientists 
who first sounded the alarm over 
CJD specifically said that the “proba¬ 
ble" link with BSE in cattle was not 
sufficiently strong nor sufficiently 
widespread to justify wholesale 
slaughter or a food ban. They just 
wanted to keep the public informed of 
their research, which incidentally 
showed that BSE was in rapid 
decline. It was (Conservative) minis¬ 
ters who panicked. They believed a 
costly slaughter pro¬ 
gramme — killing 
and burning tens of 
thousands of 
healthy cattle — 
would lead to other 
European states lift¬ 
ing - their bans on 
British beef, bans 
that had little to do 
with health and 
everything with 
farm protectionism. The ministers 
were wrong. The miscalculation mas¬ 
sively damaged British beef con¬ 
sumption. Since then, nothing has 
been learnt Appeasing foreign farm¬ 
ers gets nowhere. 

While the politicians half under¬ 
stood the science, they near under¬ 
stood the maths. Throughout the 
affair there has been talk of “small 
risk", of “probable risk", of “some 
link". The chairman of the SEAC. 
John Pattison, peers through his 
glasses and affirms that, in all 
honesty and speaking as a scientist, 
“there is risk". He expats us to cringe 
at the feet of mighty science, and give 
him more cash for research- Yet titis 
is not news we can use. We know all 
food is ingested with some risk to our 
bodies. The issue is how much risk 
And on that subject, all have recourse 
to vague adjectives and nouns. 

Scientists may be good at science 
but they are often dreadful at 
English. The consequence is to leave, 
the electric word “risk" ail but 
unqualified, and to leave politicians 
all at sea. 1 am sure Dr Cunningham 
can understand the risk of crossing a 


.. road, driving with alcohol or playing 
rugby. He can offer the public a 
wanting and remind it of the doctrine 
of caveat entptor. But a scientific risk 
qualified only by a diminutive adjec¬ 
tive is beyond him — research 
chemist though he be. His response 
to the word risk is the word ban. 

The American mathematician 
John Alien Paulos once proposed a 
logarithmic safety index, to be app¬ 
lied to all stories about safety and 
risk. His index is based an the 
logarithm of the ratio of the popula¬ 
tion to the particular cause of death. 
Paulos’s index was admirable. Smok¬ 
ing was very risky, with a logarith¬ 
mic index of 2.9. Driving a car was 
almost as dangerous fin America) at 
3.7. The risk of child kidnap was 6.7, a 
safety index too high to justify a 
government in banning children 
from going outdoors. 

On government figures, the risk of 
catching nvCJD appears to be 8.8 for 
beef-eaters and 9 for the nation as a 
whole. Eating beef must be one of the 
safest tilings a person can spend time 
doing, safer than switching to fish 
and choking an a bone. Yet the 
Government has banned it 

S uch indicators must be pref¬ 
erable to vague references'to 
risk in matters of crime, 
health and safety. Time was 
when we attributed many of life’s 
risks to God. We called them Acts of 
God. Governments now like to play 
God. yet are prepared to take fewer 
risks. Ministers want their credit in 
this world, not the next. Risks are 
regulated, spread, insured against 
and sued over. Taking a risk is no 
longer an exercise erf fra will or 
responsibility. It is an act of folly from 
which a fatherly government must 
protect us. 

Yet the worm might be turning. 
This weekend there is a rash to buy 
and freeze every T-bone steak and 
oxtail in the land. The public appears 
not to believe Dr Cunningham's 
scare-science. It has despaired of this 
Cabinet of nannies, thumb-suckers 
and baby-restrainers. It wants to be 
left to take risks on its own. Perhaps 
die public is not so bad at maths after 
: all. . 

The new Home Secretary. Jack 
Straw, wants to emulate his Tory 
predecessor in his enthusiasm for 
prisons. But who would have thought 
that Labours jails would be filled 
with foxhunting racing drivers, 
arrested on illegal doorsteps in 
possession of illegal steaks? 




■ Here’s something 1 
foul strange and 1 

(naturally) British 

T his is the season for 
Gothick Horror, that pe> 
culiarly British pleasure. 
So here is a horror film survival 
kit for the unwary faced with 
things on their screens to maker. 
Carrie look Uke Little Women. 

1. On no account take a 
shower with a maniac/spirit/ 
creature/or anxious young 
mummy’s boy lurking down the 
pnccagp in motel. In this genre 
naked escapades ALWAYS end. 
in screams. So resist the urge eo“ 
put on your birthday suit and 
frolic when danger is rear. 
Ladies, high heels are not appro¬ 
priate footwear for getaways, 
from maniacs wiih knives or a; 
tiling arm'd with a rake. 

2. When Boris Karloff or his 
epigoni (less frightening succes¬ 
sors) wrapped in rotting mum¬ 
my cerements stomp down the 
corridor uttering groans, on ro 
account stop to ask them what is 
the matter. Run. 

3. Never read from an ancient . 
Sumerian text that summons, 
demons. Even as a joke. If your, 
friends persist in spite pf your 
protests. leave, without making 
your excuses. You can make new 
friends. You will need to. 

4. If you are running for your 
life away from a thing/maniac/ 
monsrer/demon. expect to trip 
up and/or fall down at least 
twice. More if you are female 
and even partially disrobed. 
Never turn to look bade. If you 
ignore titis rule and do turn 
round, and do not see tile 
maniac/creature/demon chas¬ 
ing you. stop and* run back 
immediately die way you came. 
For tiie thing/alien/cannibal/ 
psychotic is now in front of you 

5. listen carefully to the ~ 
soundtrack, foe audible hints of 
what is going on around you but 
lurks offscreen for the moment 
If there is a daw. rhythmic 
crescendo, swim for your life. If 
there are screaming violins, it is 
already too late. Use all re¬ 
sources available. Watch the 
younger members of the audi¬ 
ence far signs of imminent 
hor x. In titis genre they are far 
more windingsheet-wise than 
you can ever hope to be. 

6. When you think that you 
have killed a maniac/creature/ 
smiler with a knife. DO NOT 
check to see if he/she/it is really 
dead. Keep kebabbing it until it 
is in pieces small enough not to 
be a threat to you. Then set it on 
fire and barbecue it to cinders. 
This should work-with every¬ 
thing except demons andspuits, 

7. Horror is a British special- - 
ity. now adopted by Hollywood. 
Gothick Horror, as told try 
Mary Shelley. Bram Stoker,'; 
Robert Louis Stevenson and 
Conan Doyle, can be described 
as the greatest invention of 19th- 
century literature. But it is older 
than that- The oldest work of 
English literature tells how Beo¬ 
wulf kills the amphibious mon¬ 
ster. Grendel — and his mother. 

8. So if someone in the water 
starts screaming and is puOed 
under, do not go after him/her 
or peer over die edge of the shore 
(t)wittering what is wrong. Head 
for the hiJJs. For our horror films 
have their goose-pimple com¬ 
monplaces going back to the 
first stories tola around die 
prehistoric campfire, - ; 


Furry friend 

THIS is a tale of a rat and a Newt. When the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives swung into London this week, he spent the afternoon, 
narurally. at London Zoo. There. Newt Gingrich adopted a rat So 
enamoured is he by his new pet that at dinner at Claridge’s on Thursday 
night he could talk of little but his new Madagascan jumping raL The 
furry beast is descended from a pair found on the island by the naturalist 
Gerald Durrell who was keen to protect the species. Winningly, it is one of 
the world's largest rodents. Newt might like to know that the giant rat 
“ploughs long dap furrows and 
feeds mainly on fallen fruit". 

“He was so taken with our work, 
i he was late for a mating with 
William Hague.” says Richard 
Burge, the zoo's Director General, 
who Newt dragged along to dinner. 

The Speaker will receive a certifi¬ 
cate for his wall, along with a 
j badge and his name on a board by 
the rat's cage. “He was delighted 
that we didn't receive government 
grants." Indod. at dinner the right- 
3 winger saw wider significance in 
his adoption, describing it as 
“exactly The investment we should 
1 be encouraging if we are to 
convince our children that we had a 
vision for the world" Other guests 



Speaker Newt Gingrich and rat 


included Baroness Thatcher and 
Ken Clarke, who made disobliging 
comparisons between Newt and 
Tory' rightwingers, but on this 
occasion was happily stirred to 
move a vote of warm thanks. 



CHRIS Pauen is at war. Not, this 
time, with the Chinese but with 
moles. The last Governor of Hong 
Kong, who withdrew to his old 
stone farmhouse in southern 
France after last summer, has been 
waking up to find dozens of 
molehills looming over sa pelouse. 
He has responded by launching an 
extermination campaign to ensure 
Therbe can grow unmolested. So 
vigorous is his assault that he has 
had little time to write an account 
of his governorship, let alone plot a 
return to politics. 



JASPER GERARD 


Wedding gift? 

A LANDSCAPE by Winston Chur¬ 
chill has been sold for EI50.000. a 
record for a duabing by the old boy. 
The purchaser was Lord Harris of 
Beckham, big in carpets and a 
friend of William Hague, prompt¬ 
ing salesroom speculation that the 
work could be a wedding present 
for the Tory leader and Ffion. The 
pleasing work, Mimizan, Landes. 
depicting fields sloping to the shore 
near Bordeaux was one of Chur¬ 
chill’s favourite scenes which he 
painted in 1927. It went under the 


OLD TIMES 

! Before Geoffrey Robinson, 
MP, bought the NewSLsies- 
' man. it distrusted business: 
“Those who own the means of 
production mate profit - 
l foam paying people less than 
! they ara worth—in Marx's ' 

I- terminology.fayexptaffing 
|: them.” (Jan. 1396, a month 
. before Robmscn took over.) 


hammer for more than double the 
pre-sale price. It would certainly re¬ 
mind Hague that Tory leaders can 
survive great tribulations. 

LIBERALISM has yet to breach the 
thick oak doors of 'Peterhouse Coll¬ 
ege, Cambridge. In The Specaror. 
Maurice Cowling, Michael Por¬ 
tillo's former tutor, describes the 



“gay and lesbian lobbies r as “ ran - 
rid and militanr. 


Roy’s own 

TWO old Yorkshire Labour 
friends, David Blunkett and Lord 
Harters ley, have fallen out — big 
time. The Education Secretary has 
complained that the party's former 
deputy leader is “harassing" him. 
In a private letter to Alan Rus- 
bridger. Guardian Editor. 
Blunkett pleads for him to stop 
publishing Roys attacks. He says 
the paper “is rather over-dependent 
on one voice" and asks for "protec¬ 
tion". The animosity stems from 
Hattersleys defence of Compre- 
hensives. Blunkett favours, in buz 
lingo, "choice". Roys attacks are 
vitriolic, accusing Blunkett of 
breaking promises. Blunkett wrote 
attacking Hattersley’s “talent for 
creative prose”, prompting Roy to 
fire back: “I feel only distaste for 
David Blunkettpolitical incon¬ 
stancy." Rusbridger is refusing to 
bow to Blunkett's request. “It is a 
perfectly reasonable point of view, 
just one I happen not to agree 
with." The war still smoulders. 

r - ■ 

-hasfitttetosmron Robinson's^- 

. fatsrrassdbaBngs.' Ap0C8fit 
fc$ue sa^^Companies’^-,'--' 

T; 

!■-: toakfert a L , : Jf; 
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Robio Duct with Jenny Haipern, offspring of Sir Ralph 


PARTY TIMES 

SHOOTING and the death of 
capitalism were exercising 
David Tangi sociable shaker, at 
the International Interior De¬ 
signer of the Year Awards at the 
V&A. "I’m going to Somerset to 
shoot pheasant but I fear my 
hosts may be disappointed.” he 
warned, having shot only twice 
before. “hu not a crack shot, 
more of a crap shot" 

Tiper turmoil has made him 
pessimistic. “Hong Kong is liv¬ 
ing on borrowed time. It is still 
the strongest economy in die 
centre of Asia but it could have 
only 50 years remaining." 

A “style guru". Robin DutL 
arrived with Jenny Haipern, 
offspring of Sir Ralph. “I’m a 
dandy m distress," pleaded Dutt, 
searching for champagne 


Repu tations were ai sfak 
Westminster where Andy 1 
and Byron Criddie launt 
New MPs of *97. They have 
up some awkward informal 
Mark Oaten, MP, who has ' 
Winchester twice in a year 
the Liberal Democrats-after 
Tories forced a re-run, wasit 
worried about his rnai 
speech: “You are" 


Austin Mitchell. MP" 
yearning for the past *If 
tnuch more fun in appositia 
these new female MPs fit 
appear in the tea rooms dr.l 
They stay in their officesins 
The Commons has lost its- 
bability. And when y**" 
nnnisters they sound li 
— only more polite." 
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truth and trial 



An unsatisfactory end to the Winnie Mandela affair 










J 

& 





*55.2!“ j\ ours of Personal testimony 
wjich followed eight days.of evidence from 

S /, gainst her - Winnie 

Madflazda-Mandela finally faced what 

®° r wrath of Archbishop Des¬ 
mond Tutu- After describing her as a “great 
person" whom he “loved very deeply”, the 
Chairman of South Africa’s Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission all but begged 
Mrs Mandela to offer some small signal of 
contrition. That is exactly what he got A tiny 
acknowledgement that “things went wrong" 
in Soweto during the late 1980s, for which 
she was mdeed “sorry". After that apparent 
triumph the confused relatives of the various 
victims of crimes visited by the infamous 
Mandela United Football Club were pushed 
in front of the alleged ringmaster for the 
ritual of reconciliation. 

By Mrs Mandela’s standards, the very 
few words of apology obtained constitute 
relative humility; most witnesses have been 
dismissed in curt terms. Their accusati ons 
were “ludicrous”, “lunatic”, “hallucinations” 
and “fabrications". She did not admit any 
role in the events surrounding the brutal 
death of 14-year-old Stompie Moeketsi 
Seipej. She instead offered an alternative 
explanation far her whereabouts on the day 
in question which, under cross-examination, 
collapsed completely. This only fuelled the 
cocktail of contempt and defiance with 
'which she has conducted her case. At that 
moment. Archbishop Tutu somehow de¬ 
cided that the interests of truth and 
reconciliation had been satisfied. 

This may well be the end of matters. The 
commission must now deliberate on the' 
extraordinary events of the past two weeks. 
It will probably conclude that horrific 
incidents occurred, but will smother them by 
reference to the highly charged atmosphere 
in South Africa dining apartheid’s last 
years. It might even implicate Mrs Mandela 
in slightly stronger terms than did her 
farcical trial six years ago. which led to a 
suspended sentence far kidnapping. The 
archbishop’s tribunal is not a court of law. A 
criminal prosecution would be more appro¬ 


priate. The South African authorities could 
take matters into their own hands. But this 
would be a most unexpected development 

The ANC leaders will nonetheless be very 
satisfied with the archbishop's work, they 
had feared that a public forum would allow 
Mrs Mandela and her supporters to use 
such intimidation that no serious figures 
would present themselves. To some degree 
that concern was justified. There were 
attempts to discredit certain witnesses and 
even the relatives of the deceased faced some 
harassment On the whole, however, many 
more offered their testimony than at one 
stage had seemed possible. The whole 
drama was broadcast live on South African 
television. The audience figures, in black 
slums and white suburbs -alike, were 
enormous. The vast majority of viewers will 
have drawn their own conclusion. 

This means that Mrs Mandela is much 
less likely to emerge as ANC Deputy 
President after the party congress later this 
month. That post would be her springboard 
to the position of South Arican deputy 
president in 18 months time. As it is, the 
damage inflicted will probably be enough to 
ensure the election of Jacob Zuma — the 
candidate backed by Nelson Mandela. Most 
South African citizens and all international 
investors would doubtless be relieved at this 
result The ANC wanted Mrs Mandela 
discredited, but without a formal trial that 
could in turn discredit them. They may now 
get precisely that outcome. 

This would be a throughly pyrrhic vkaory 
for party and country. Mrs Mandela will 
continue to exercise a disproportionate 
political presence. Her mixture of revolu¬ 
tionary rhetoric and race hatred ■ will 
continue to find a constituency. In any 
ordinary circumstances where 43 witnesses 
implicated an individual in murder, kidnap¬ 
ping and torture, a trial would swiftly follow. 
That is what should happen here. The ANC 
and Archbishop Tutu still seem willing to 
pursue, a. process that wDl ultimately 
produce neither the truth nor reconciliation. 
That should be to their enduring shame. 


STEEPLES OF LONDON 


Wren’s churches still have their part to play in a living City 


Some of the best news that London has had 
for a long time is that Sir Christopher 
Wren’s City churches have been saved by ihe 
Church of England- As our religion cones- 
pendent reported earlier this, week, the., 
church authorities have now rejected the 
1994 Templeman Commission’s recommen¬ 
dation that the number of active churches in 
i the City should be reduced from 36 to 12 
* If the decision had gone the other way, the 
unwanted places of worship might-not have 
been demolished, but many would have 
been locked and left to moulder. Now they 
will all remain consecrated, many will - 
became centres of healing and religious' 
education, and a commumty of monks is 
corning to live in one of them—probably the 
great, under-used church of St Sepulchre, 
just off Holbom 'Viaduct, whence the 
pilgrims to Jerusalem once set out 

This should all tempt the great daytime 
population of the City at least to look at 
Wren's architectural miracles more closely 
as they pass. When Wren built them after 
the Great Fire, of course, those shining new 
marble steeples rose above the rebuilt 
houses. In place of the old Gothic spires, ■ 
soaring up in a single joyous movement, 
these new steeples took the eye up from a 
pediment to a parapet with urns, on to a fine 
octagonal lantern, and from the lantern via a 
lead spire to a golden ball It was the new, 
calm, rational way to Heaven. 

In recent years, though, the churches have 
become practically Gothic again. They lurk 


in the shadows under towering blocks: 
mysterious, haunting places. They only 
reveal themselves as monuments to abright 
well-lit religion when you open the door and 
step (as T. S. Eliot put it) into “inexplicable 
splendour of Ionian white and gold". 

The initiatives to open those doors more 
often will include tours pointing out the 
historical personages associated with them, 
who will be separated into “Saints and 
Sinners”. Even St Peter (whose keys to 
Heaven and Hell can be seen on a weather- 
vane over his church in Comhill) might have 
balked at that task, especially when confron¬ 
ted by the shades of such characters as the 
merry Samuel Pepys. But there are other, 
less tendentious themes that a City rambler 
. might take up. 

For'instance, a recent book. The City 
Churches of Sir Christopher Wren by Patti 
Jeffrey, suggests that Wren was much 
influenced by a visit to Paris he made just 
before the Fire. He was especially struck by 
the splendid domes of the Sorbonne and the 
Val de Grace. So in addition to his 
stupendous undertaking at St Paul’s, he 
- deftly introduced domes into some of his 
new, smaller churches, the finest being at St 
Stephen’s, Walbrook, where the dome is 
supported inside by 16 columns that dance 
around the vistor in true Baroque style as he 
walks about A search for those domes might 
give the eye a proper architectural perspec¬ 
tive — before the vast Greenwich Dome 
looms up on the City’S horizon. 


SCORE WARS 


Iran vs America in the real battle'of the World Cup 



Traffic came to a halt, sirens blared, women 
ululated, and men and women, risking the 
wrath of the religious police, were dancing 
in the streets when the news came through. 
As Iran was celebrating its victory over 
Australia and its qnBBodn for the final 
round of next year’s fqptball Worid Cup, the 
crowds learnt that Iran has tn^Mnto 
plav in the same group as the United States. 
All the jubilation of the past week has 
suddenlv been focused on one extraordinary 
encounter: the showdown with Iran J nem¬ 
esis the Great Satan. For the past 18 years 
muiions of voices hare dianted in imtson 
•MVfare bar Amrika” - “Down with Amer- 
ia- with never a glimpse of an Antencan. 
Now 11 men from the two camtnes are 
S against each o*er, face-to-face, in (he 
mother of all grudge matches- 
For once. Iran believes, it has been offers! 
a level slaying field. 1“ O'™ tearn ^ ls 
sunremelv confident, hailed as heroes after 
SSEt national honour in Melbourne. 
S a disastrous Bret half, more thana 
dozen* distraught Iranian ytero* 
h**an attacks as Australia forged ahead by 
SE’UEt n“ But then the fervour that 
seems the birthright of every Iranian kicked 

The team was through to the mats in 

^United States, invindbie in tattfe; is 

patently g^^fthe 

not an American gaiTODgaten^B 
1994 World Cup, the Ameraan 
beholden to the 


infancy, with little chance' for American 
players to demonstrate their prowess. No 
.native striker has emerged as an inter¬ 
national celebrity. 

A boycott is out of the question: with iron 
rules. Fife, the international football federa¬ 
tion, ensures that he who brings politics on 
• to the pitch pays a lasting penalty. Exclusion 
from future competitions is a deterrent that 
has brought together competitors who 
otherwise stand on the brink of war. 

Football is, of course, the pursuit of 
warfare by other means. In some countries, 
however, the game has come first and the 
warfare later. El Salvador went to war with 
Honduras in 1969, as the two sides 
attempted to redeem honour in a more 
explosive way before world referees blew the 
whistle. A Colombian player who scored an 
own goal paid with his life: the drug barons 
who owned the team were so incensed that 
they had him shot. Tyrants’ rage knows no 
bounds when the goals go the wrong way. 
both Saddam Hussein and Colonel Gaddafi 
have waved not only red cards at losing 
sides, but- taken the big stick of reprisals 

eventothesolesofftieplayers’feet. 

Maybe the spirit of gamesmanship will fill 
the stadium when the Iranians and. Ameri¬ 
cans meet. The ritual joust todays equiro- 
lent of Challenge by single combat may do 
what ping-pong once did for America and 
WUI be another victory not 
onlv for the world’s favourite game, but for 
S* former Englfah public schoolboys who 
formulated the rules of thetww warfare that 
Hnpc not sufil blood — too often. • ■ — 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


I Pennington Street London El 9XN Telephone 0171-782 5000 


Let nature take 
its final course 


From Mrs D. A. Moore 


Yours faithfully, 

DINAH MOORE, 
c/o Messrs Parker Bullen (solicitors). 
45. Castle Street, Salisbury. Wiltshire. 
December 1. 


From Professor Lord Alton 
of Liverpool 


Sir, Mr Joe Ashton, MP (letter. 
December 1). claims that his Doctor 
Assisted Dying Bill is needed because 
“the law lacks clarity and is ambigu- 
ous^Yet only a week ago a govern¬ 
ment minister, Lord Williams of Mos- 
tyn, said the law was not “difficult or 
ohscure". 

Mr Ashton's Bill would commission 
doctors and nurses to preside over 
their patients’ deaths. For him to 
claim that his Bill is “not about eutha¬ 
nasia" amply demonstrates where the 
confusion lies. 

The Voluntary Euthanasia Society 
is waging a systematic and expensive 
campaign, using all the old ploys of 
hand cases, euphemism, and promises 
of two doctors required to sign forms 
of authorisation. Thirty' years and five 
million abortions have shown to what 
enormities these arguments lead. 

In Holland, the Remmelink Com¬ 
mission, established in 1990 by the 
Dutch Attorney-General, found that 
in one recent year, of 3*300 euthanasia 
deaths, 1,030 involved patients who 
had made no such “voluntary” re¬ 
quest. Compulsion and pressure are 
never far behind • the voluntary 
arrangements which Mr Ashton has 
in mind. 

The British Medical Association 
well understands this, and has tren¬ 
chantly held euthanasia to be morally, 
legally and medically unacceptable. 
Parliament should ensure that it 
remains that way. - 


Yours faithfully, 
DAVID ALTON, 
House of Lords. 
December I. 


From Dr S. Hasan 


Sir, My organisation, Islamic Con¬ 
cern. supports all campaigners 
against euthanasia and also endorses 
Cardinal Basil Hume’s article, “The 
death of trust” (November 27). • 

We believe that any doctor who deli¬ 
berately ends the life of a patient, even 
at that patient's request, betrays his 
profession, his oath, God and all reli¬ 
gions. Such action is against the wel¬ 
fare of any patient in this life and in 
the afterlife. 

To help to reduce such requests 
from sick people, we need to publicise 
and expand the hospice movement, 
work on relationships to grow close 
family ties and make every patient 
loved and wanted by the family, 
society, the NHS and the Stale. All 
medical technology should be used to 
relieve pain. Only God, the Creator of 
all, is the owner of life and only He 
will deride about its end. 

Islamic Concern is to campaign 
against Mr Joe Ashton's Bill, which he 
is introducing - to Parliament on 
December 10. 


Yours faithfully, 

SUHAIB HASAN 
(Religious Adviser), 

Islamic Concern, 

31 North Circular Road, NI3. 


From MrsM. Campbell-Preston 


Sir, The Reverend Dr John Searle (let- 
ter. Deamber I) rightly says that it is 
not in a person's best interest to use 
methods to prolong dying and "it was 
this principle which the courts applied 
to Tony Bland", the Hillsborough 
football disaster victim. The fact is Mr 
Bland was not dying. Although ap¬ 
parently without awareness, he could 
breathe unaided and there was reflex 
reaction to painful stimuli. 

The High Court ruled that treat¬ 
ment, and this included nourishment 
a gastric tube, could be with- 


via 


drawn. But h seems illogical to call 
nourishment a treatment, as it cures 
no medical condition:. Fbod-and fluids 
are essential.to maintain life and with¬ 
out them we die. 

Tony Bland was not dying until the 
feeding tube was removal and he was 
denial nourishment. A legal ruling 
sanctioned the death by starvation of 
a hospital patient This cannot have 
been in the patient’s best interest 


Yours faithfully, 

MARGARET CAMPBELL- 

PRESTON 

(SRN, 1947-55), 

I Bishop’s Way, 

Stradbroke. Eye, Suffolk. 
December 4. 


Isaacs replies to Kaufman charges 


From Sir Jeremy Isaacs 


Sir. My husband died yesterday from 
a cruel illness. Eight days ago he 
. decided thatit was time for him to die. 
I agreed with him. Had euthanasia 
been lawful (letters, December 1) we 
would- have availed ourselves of it 
immediately. As it was not we felt 
that we bad no choice but to allow 
nature to take its course. 

The result was that ray husband 
had several days which, as he con¬ 
firmed in conscious moments, were 
perfectly comfortable although of no 
practical use to him. However far me, 
and our young children, these same 
days allowed us to nurse him and 
show him love and care, and fully to 
realise that the tune had indeed come 
and we were all at peace with it- 

Had my husband and I had our 
earlier wish, our children would not 
have had this opportunity to show 
that love, which 1 have no doubt will 
stand them in good stead in the future. 
Even if the patient is merely passive, 
great good can come from the good¬ 
ness it elicits in others. 


Sir, Gerald Kaufman's committee 
makes two charges against me and 
colleagues (reports and leading arti¬ 
cle, December 4: letters. December 5). 
He fa critical of plans for closure, and 
of the alleged absence of financial 
information and of management sys¬ 
tems at the Royal Opera House. 

Closure first. Though I did not 
finalise them. I take full responsibility 
for the House's plans for the closure 
period, and for the derision that the 
two companies play in various ven¬ 
ues. Though the committee paid it too 
little attention, the fact is that there 
was no single, affordable theatre, or 
other venue, available to ROH as a 
fixed base. 

We surveyed, costed, sought to 
negotiate for every possible suitable 
site in London. They are few. The Ly¬ 
ceum option cost E7 million more than 
we knew we could afford; we would 
have been able to give fewer perfor¬ 
mances in it than we give now. 

Jt has been a stickyish start but 
even at Labatt’s Apollo in Hammer¬ 
smith the Royal Ballet played to the 
equivalent of 25 completely sold-out 
performances at Covent Garden- 
Eighty per cent audiences have en¬ 
joyed opera at the Barbican, the 
Shaftesbury and the Royal Albert 
HalL It is too early to judge perfor¬ 
mance overall in the 27-month closure 
period. 

The Kaufman committee makes a 
more serious charge: that the House 
operated without financial infor¬ 
mation or system of management 
’Ibis is totally false. Anyone who saw 
the BBC Television series The House 
at the beginning of 1996 will remem¬ 
ber the hard time board members 


gave the executive over identified 
overspends (though each incidentally 
was recouped). The board had ammu¬ 
nition: detailed, accurate information 
made available at finance com mi nee 

at senior management, at subsidiary 
and at main, board meetings. 

What the select committee has done 
is confase the currenr genuine difficul¬ 
ty of forecasting forward income in 
the novel drcumstance of closure with 
supposed absence of regular manage¬ 
ment accounts. But of course these 
existed. They set out. each month, 
income earned, cost incurred, and 
every variation from budget (which 
helped us balance the books most 
years, and launch and control The dev¬ 
elopment). 

To suggest so emphatically that this 
information was not provided casts a 
wholly unwarranted slur on me. on 
two dedicated chairmen, on two 
capable finance directors, on a first- 
class chief accountant, and an able 
acting finance director, on our meti¬ 
culous auditors, KPMG, who noted 
no such deficiency, and on Arts 
Council officers who are supposed to 
have connived in this imaginary black 
hole. 

Kaufman signalled his intentions in 
his first remarks from the committee’s 
chair and confirms them in his article 
in this week’s Spectator, flagged 
“What I’ve got against Covent Gar¬ 
den". But the House will, somehow, 
come through. 


Yours sincerely, 

JEREMY ISAACS 
(General Director, 

Royal Opera House. 19SS-97), 
Jeremy Isaacs Productions. 

8 Shelton Street, WC2. 
December5. 


Opera’s future 

From Lord Gibson 


Sir, Continental opera houses are 
more heavily subsidised than our own 
because they have for several hundred 
years been considered an essential 
part of national culture, in a way 
which has begun to develop here only 
in the last fifty. 

If we want opera houses at inter¬ 
national standards, developing the an 
of opera as well as playing the popu¬ 
lar repertoire at popular prices, they 
will cost the public more than they do 
now. In mainland Europe this is not 
grudged. Here it has yet to be 
accepted. 

If it is ever to be accepted, the facts 
need to be understood. In the absence 
of continental-type subsidy, seat 
prices have to be high, leading to 
charges oF “elitism” which in turn 
endanger even existing levels of 
subsidy. 

The Arts Council grant has declined 
in real terms for five years. Thus 
finance and management problems 
deriving from the dose-down period 
are irrelevant in the longer term. 

Sir Richard Eyre is to report as I 
understand ft, essentially on what 
kind of opera and ballet we can have 
for our money. But without more 
money, whatever management 
changes are introduced, one of our 
opera houses will have to go —10 my 


mind an absurd and unnecessary 
tragedy. 

Ir would certainly be absurd to 
make important changes until his 
report can be considered. 


Yours etc. 

GIBSON 

(Chairman, Arts Council. 1972-77; 
Board member. Royal Opera House, 
1977-87), 

4 Swan Walk, SW3. 

December 4. 


From the Secretary of State 
for Culture, Media and Sport 


Sir. Edwina Currie — with a typically 
sublime disregard for accuracy — 
claims (letter, December 5) that I “fail 
to pay tribute” to the English National 
Opera. 

On the contrary. I have the highest 
possible regard for ENO; and an 
absolute precondition of Richard 
Eyre’s consideration of the future of 
lyric theatre in London is the mainte¬ 
nance of the company's artistic integ¬ 
rity and distinctiveness. 

Any proposal for the future that 
failed to do that would certainly not 
get my support. 


Yours sincerely, 

CHRIS SMITH, 
Department for Culture, 
Media and Sport. 

2-4 Cockspur Street, SW1. 
December5. 


Tax-free investment 


From MrB. W. Chanter 


From Mr Dean R. Pope 


Sir. A point not mentioned in your 
report today, “How to keep invest¬ 
ments tax-free", is that if an individual 
invests in an offshore account, such as 
in the Channel Islands, and then dies, 
his personal representatives will have 
to obtain a grant of probale or, if he 
died intestate, a grant of letters of 
administration, not only in England 
but also in the Channel Islands, to 
enable the money to be returned to 
this country- This will usually involve 
the deceased's estate in an expense of 
several hundred pounds. 

I wonder if financial institutions 
recommending offshore investment 
are mentioning the costs that will be 
incurred after death in obtaining a 
second grant to enable the return of 
the funds. 

From my experience many relatives 
believe their deceased family member 
did not receive any advice at the time 
of investment on this point. 


Sir, Are we as a nation to be ruled by 
lottery? I see that our personal future 
financial arrangements, or Isas, are to 
have a £1,000 monthly draw built in 
(report, December 4). 

Furthermore, 1 now realise that my 
derision ten years ago to opt for Peps 
rather than AVCs (additional volun¬ 
tary contributions) for my pension ar¬ 
rangement s (a practice subsequently 
recommended by numerous financial 
advisers), was a lottery. I lost; with 
AVCs. I would, at least, have the tax 
relief on the contributions in the bag. 

Now that retroactive taxation seems 
to be an established government prin¬ 
ciple, could the Government please let 
me know now how 1 can, well into the 
final decade of my working life, plan 
to supplement effectively the pitiful 
pension I am expecting to draw from 
my company pension scheme? 


Yours faithfully. 

DEAN R. POPE 
(Solicitors' probate manager), 
S Doubletrees, 

St Blarey Gate, Par, Cornwall. 
December 3. 


Yours (a prudent middle-class, 
hoping to have more than £50,000 
invested when I retire, voter). 

B. W. CHANTER, 

35 Tiverton Road, 

Potters Bar, Hertfordshire. 

December 4. 


Weekend Monty letters, page 61 


Sandhurst gifts 

From Mr T. J. Martin 




Sir. The allegations of Sandhurst 
instructors receiving excessive gifts 
from students (report. November 29) 
are rather sad and, I hope, untrue. 

I only ever remember an overseas 
cadet being singled out for special 
treatment once. It was during a lec¬ 
ture in the Woolwich Hall- These 
periods were considered by the cadets 
to be an excellent opportunity to catch 
up on much-needed sleep. 

The hall was warm and dark and 
most succumbed, particularly if the 
lecture was after lunch. It was the job 
of each platoon colour sergeant to 
ensure their charges stayed awake 
and, consequently, most lectures were 
accompanied by the sound of gentle 
snoring and the occasional clack of a 
pace stick being tapped on a cadet’s 
head. 

After one particularly turgid lec¬ 
ture. a cadet complained to our colour 


sergeanT, asking why a Middle East¬ 
ern student next 10 him had been left 
to sleep undisturbed for over an hour. 
The colour sergeant, an enormous 
Scots Guardsman and veteran of the 
Falklands campaign two years pre¬ 
viously, replied that it was "Quite 
simple if you think about it. Sir. Ill bet 
you a penny to a pinch of... that well 
be fighting them in five years’time, so 
the less they know the better!" 

I do not know whether he found 
himself out in the Gulf some six years 
later, but a number of my fellow 
cades certainly did. 


Yours etc. 

T.J. MARTIN. 

Shelley Dairy, 

Shelley. Ipswich, Suffolk. 
December 2. 


Letters should carry a daytime 
telephone number. TTiey may be 
faxed to 0171-782-5046. 
e-mail to: Ietters»the-.Hme&co.ulc. 


English cuisine a 
bit of a mouthful 


From Lady Jay 


Sir, How good to read your leading 
article. "The English fool" (November 
29). in praise of British cooking. 1 am 
glad to say ihat it has more and more 
fans on this side of the Channel — not 
least the 12,000 or so guests who come 
10 this embassy every year. 

Le Yorkshire Pudding and Le 
Crumble have long been favourites. 
But Welsh Sah Dude. Norfolk Million 
Pie, Durham Bacon Cakes, Co I can¬ 
non. Edinburgh Fog and Kedgeree go 
down a treat too — not to speak of 
English wine and beer, Scotch and 
Nonhem Irish whisky. Somerset 
cider brandy and, of course, our 
splendid cheeses. You can now even 
buy Stinking Bishop in Paris. 


Yours sincerely, 

SYLVIA JAY. 

British Embassy. 

35 Rue du Faubourg St-Honore, 
75383 Paris. 

November 30. 


From MrJeremv Davies 


Sir, The realisation of our national 
heritage in the culinary department 
still has a long way to go. However, a 
movement called “Slow Food" — 
which is promoting the preparation, 
cooking and enjoyment of local food 
and local traditions — has a strong fol¬ 
lowing in various European coun¬ 
tries. and is starting to make an 
impact here. 

Ir works through local organisa¬ 
tions (called appropriately “convi¬ 
vial. The umbrella organisation, 
based in Italy, acts as a clearing house 
for ideas and exchanges, and pro¬ 
duces a magazine. Slow. 

The movement represents the com¬ 
plete antithesis of fast food. It seeks to 
revive local culinary traditions, en¬ 
courage local producers and stimulate 
learning about other cultures. Above 
all. by encouraging us 10 take time 
and pleasure over preparing and eat¬ 
ing our food, it puts a brake on our 
increasingly frenetic way of life. 


Yours faithfully. 

JEREMY DAVIES. 

78 Somerset Place, 

Stoke. Plymouth, South Devon. 
devontmll@classicmsn.com 
December I. 


From Professor Emeritus 
Gordon Lawrence 


Sir, Your leading article led me to 
reflect upon a recent visit to a further 
education college in southwest Eng¬ 
land which has a distinguished hotel 
and catering department. The head of 
department, who travels widely in 
Europe and Scandinavia, agreed with 
me that the best value for money in 
Western Europe (and indeed some of 
the best cooking) is to be found in Eng¬ 
lish pubs. 

In this part of the country along the 
Welsh Marches, fresh produce and 
succulent dishes of selected beef, 
Welsh lamb, venison and duckling 
cooked traditionally are to be found in 
abundance. Much locally brewed 
beer and rider provide a perfect 
accompaniment 


Yours etc. 

GORDON LAWRENCE. 

The Coach House. Church Street 
Tenbury Wells. Worcestershire. 
December I. 


Oaths of allegiance 

From Lord Belqff 


Sir. Professor Keith Kyle’s letter today 
betrays a confusion of thought 
surprising in so distinguished a 
writer. 

What Charles Bradlaugh objected 
to in (he oath of allegiance was its reli¬ 
gious foundation, unacceptable to one 
of his beliefs. The problem was met by 
giving the alternative of “affirmation", 
just as previously the words “the true 
faith of a Christian" had been deleted 
in order to allow a professing Jew to 
siT in the House of Commons. 

What Messrs Adams and McGuin- 
ness objea to is not the form of the 
oath but that it pledges those who take 
it to uphold the Constitution of the 
United Kingdom of which the mon- 
. arch is the qrnibol. Since to be a Mem¬ 
ber of the House of Commons means 
taking part in the constitutional pro¬ 
cess. accepting the validity of that pro¬ 
cess must surely be a condition of par¬ 
ticipation. 

Would the Americans open the 
doors of the White House to a Pre¬ 
sident-elect who refused to swear to 
uphold the Constitution of the United 
States? 


Yours truly, 
BELOFF. 

House of Lords. 
December 4. 


In for a penny 

From Mr Nicolas Heslop 


Sir, MPs apparently "fell about” at the 
Prime Minister's description of the 
Liberal Democrats’ tax and spend 
plans as “the longest p in history" 
(Political Sketch, December 4). How¬ 
ever. this is not the first occasion that 
the House of Commons has heard 
such a play on words. 

On February 5 last, Robin Squire, 
the then Schools Minister, told the 
House that "never was a penny spent 
more often than during a liberal 
Democrat speech." 


Yours faithfully, 

NICOLAS HESLOP. 

133 Barden Road, Tonbridge, Kern. 
December 5. 
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COURT CIRCULAR 


BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
December 5: The President oi the 
Federative Republic of Brazil anu 
Senhora Cardoso, with the Brazil¬ 
ian Suite in attendance, left 
Buckingham Palace this morning 
upon the conclusion of the State 
Visit to The Queen and The Duke 
of Edinburgh. 

The President drove to Great 
George Sneet Conference Centre. 
London SVVI. where His Ev 
ceilencv lield a Press Conference. 

His Excellency Mr Philip Lader 
was received in audience by The 
Queen and presented the Letters of 
Rtvail of his predecessor and his 

own Letters of Credeno; as Ambas¬ 
sador from the United Stales of 
America to the Court of St James's. 

Mrs Lader was also received by 
Her Majestv. 

Sir John Kerr (Permanent 
Under secretary of State for For¬ 
eign and Commonwealth Affairs) 
was present. 

The President of the European 
Parliament (Mr Jose Maria Gil- 
Robles Gil-Delgado) was received 
bv Her Majesty. 

'The Lord Maekay of Clashfern 
was received bv The Queen when 
Her Majesty invested him with 
the Insisnia of a Knieht or the 
Most Ancient and Must Noble 


Order of the Thistle. 

The Earl of Airlie KT (Lord 
Chamberlain) was present at 
Heathrow- Airport, London, this 
morning upon the Departure of 
The President of the Federative 
Republic of Brazil and Senhora 
Cardoso and bade farewell to His 
Excellency and Senhora Cardoso 
on bdialf of The Queen. 
BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
December 5: The Princess RpyaL 
accompanied by Captain Timothy 
Laurence RN. this morning de¬ 
parted Peru for Paraguay. 

Her Royal Highness this after¬ 
noon arrived in Asuncion, Para¬ 
guay. and was received by Sehora 
Teresa Carrasco de Wasrriosy (wife 
of The President). 

The Princess Royal later visited 
the Centro Anglo Paraguayo. 
Asuncion. 

Her Royal Highness afterwards 
visited the Education Centre for 
Young Adults. Caacupe-ML 

The Princess Royal sub¬ 
sequently visited the Albino Luis 
Home for abandoned mentally 
handicapped children. Asuncion. 

This evening Her Royal High¬ 
ness was entertained to Dinner by 
The President of the Republic of 
Paraguay at Mburuvicha Roga. 
the Residence. 


Today’s royal 
engagement 

The Duchess of Gloucester, pa¬ 
tron. National Association for 
Gifted Children, will attend a 
concert to mark the .V)th anniver¬ 
sary of the association, at Trinity 
College of Music. Manta die 
Place. London Wl. at 5.25. 


Young Old 
M illhilli ans 

The I 1 * 1 ? Annual Young Old 
Millhillians Club Christmas Event 
will be held 3t Brown's Hotel. 
London, chi Tuesday. December 
lb. President of the Club. Bill 
Skinner, will be Guest of Honour 
Tickets are available from the Club 
Secretary on 0181 dJW 0816. 


Ball 

British-Italian Society 
The Italian Ambassador and Si¬ 
gnora Gaili were the guests of 
honour at a Ball held by the 
Briush-ltah'an Society at the Savoy 
Hotel last night. Sir Patrick Fair- 
weather. the Society's chairman, 
presided. 


Sunderland 
High School 

The Council of The Church 
Schools Company is pleased to 
announce the appointment of Dr 
Angela Slater as Head of Sunder¬ 
land High School with effect from 
September 199S. to succeed Miss 
Charlotte Rendle-Shon following 
her appointment as Deputy Chief 
Executive of The Church Schools 
Company. Dr Slater is currently 
Head of Russian. Social Service 
and dealings with universities at 
Eton College. 


Dinner 

Staffordshire Lieutenancy 
Mr James Hawley. Lord-lieuten¬ 
ant of Staffordshire, was enter¬ 
tained at dinner last night at the 
County Buildings. Stafford, by the 
Deputy Lieutenants. Colonel 
DJ.K. German. Vice Lnrd- 
Ueutenant. presided. 


University news 

Stirling; Dame Diana Rigg will 
succeed Lord Balfour of Burleigh 
as Chancellor of the university 
from August 1.1998. 


Weekend birthdays 


TODAY: 

Lord Ashley of Stoke. CH. 75: the 
Right Rev Patrick Barry, former 
Abbot of Amplefnrth. SO. Mr Dave 
Brubeck. musician, u: Vice-Ad¬ 
miral Sir John CadclI. 6S; Lord 
Clinton-Davis. 69: Air Marshal Sir 
John Curtiss. 73: Lord Emsiie. 78: 
Mr Gerry Frands. footballer. 46: 
Mr Derek HilL artisL 81: Mr 
Jonathan King, broadcaster, S3: 
Mrs Helen Liddell. MP, 47: Sir 
Richard Lloyd, former chairman, 
Vickers, Sir Nicholas Lyell. 
QC. MP. 59. 

The Right Rev Eric Mercer, former 
Bishop of Exeter. 80; Sir George 
Pinker, former Surgeon-Gynae- 
cnlogist to The Queen. 73: Lord 
Porter of Luddenham. OM. FRS. 
77: Mr Alastair Ross Goobey. chief 
executive. Hermes Pensions 
Management. 5i Sir Bryan 
Thwaites. former Principal. West- 
field College, 74: Mr Charles 
Vance, director and theatrical pro¬ 
ducer. 68: the Right Rev Pbter 
Walker, former Bishop of Ely. 78; 
Mr Peter Willey, cricketer, 
48. 


TOMORROW: 

Sir Fred Atkinson, former rivil 
servant. 78: Mr Roy Avery, former 
Headmaster. Bristol Grammar 
School 71- Viscount Boyd of Mer¬ 
ton. 58: Judge Lord Eiystan-Mor- 
gan. 65: Mr David Evans, trade 
unionist 61 Mr Kaffe Fhssett, 
textile designer. 60: Professor Law¬ 
rence Freedman. FBA. war his¬ 
torian. 49; Professor Sir Abraham 
Goldberg, physician. 74: Professor 
N. Gowar. Principal. Royal 
Holloway University of London. 
57; Dr AJ. Higgins, director. 
Animal Health Trust, Newmarket, 
49; Sir Bryan Hopkin. former civil 
sen-ant 83; Mr Chris JoynL rugby 
league player, 36; Mr Victor Kiam. 
chairman and chief executive of¬ 
ficer, Remington Products Com¬ 
pany, 71: the Countess or Limerick. 
62: Sir Sydney Samuel son, British 
Rim Commissioner, 72: Mr Roger 
J. Taylor, executive deputy chair¬ 
man. Sun &. Sun Alliance In¬ 
surance Group. 56; the Rev 
RC.Trounson. former PrindpaL 
Sr Chad's College. Durham. 71: Mr 
Eli Wallach. actor, 82: Miss Helen 
Watts, opera singer. 70. 


Service 

dinner 

1st Regiment RHA 
Past and present members of 1st 
Regiment Royal Horse Artillery 
held their annual Reunion Dinner 
in Woolwich last night. Major 
General M.T. Tennant CB. 
Honorary Regimental Colonel, 
presided. Field Marshal Lord Vin¬ 
cent of Coles hill. Master Gunner 
St James's Park, was the principal 
guest. 


HMAKSHBUm 


Luncheons 

Institute of United Slates Studies 
Mr Newt Gingrich. Speaker of the 
American House of Repre¬ 
sentatives, was the principal guest 
at a luncheon of lite Institute of 
United States Studies held yes¬ 
terday in Lincoln's Inn. Baroness 
Thatcher. LG. OM. FRS, chair¬ 
man of the institute, presided. Mr 
Robert Worcester and Lord Rees- 
Mogg also spoke. Among others 
present were 

The Ambassador of Bahrain. Lord 
Woolf, Mr Conrad Black. Mr william 

Cash. MP. Mrs Marianne Gingrich. 

Professor Gary McDowell. Professor 

Kenneth Mfnoeue. Mr John wood 

and Mrs Sally McNulty. 

Saints and Sinners Club 
Mr John Major. MP. was the guest 
of honour at the Saints and 
Sinners Christmas luncheon held 
yesterday at the Savoy HoteL Mr 
Jimmy Tarbuck. chairman, and 
Mr Neil Benson, honorary sec¬ 
retary. also spoke. 


Reception 


Royal Shakespeare Company 
The Lord Mayor and the Lady 
Mayoress, accompanied by the 
Sheriffs and their ladies, attended 
a buffet supper and reception held 
last night at the Barbican Centre to 
mark the dose and productive 
relationship between the Corpora¬ 
tion of London and the Barbican 
Theatre. Sir Geoffrey Cass. Chair¬ 
man of the Royal' Shakespeare 
Theatre Trust, was the host. A 
performance of Hamlet was held 
afterwards. Ambassadors. High 
Commissioners, past and present 
Masters of City Livery Companies, 
representatives of City Institutions. 
Aldermen, members of the Court 
of Common Couridl and heads of 
British and Overseas banks were 
among the guests. 


Appointments 

Assembly of Western European 
Union 

Mr Colin Cameron has been 
elected as the first British Clerk of 

the Parliamentary’ Assembly of the 
Western European Unton from 
July 1.1996. 

Royal College of Physicians 
or Edinburgh 

Professor James Colquhoun Petrie 
has been elected President of the 
Royal College of Physicians of 
Edinburgh. Professor David 
Hamilton Lawson has been elected 
Vice-President. 



Kate Privett of Battersea and Colin Howman of Fulham who have recently 
announced their engagement 


Weekend anniversaries 


TODAY: BIRTHS: King Henry 
VI. reigned 1422-61 and 1470-71, 
Windsor. 1421: Warren Hastings. 
1st Governor-General of India. 
Churchill, Oxfordshire. 1732; Sir 
Osbert Sitwell, writer. London. 
1892: Ira Gershwin, composer. 
New York. 1896. 

DEATHS: Jean Baptiste Chardin, 
painter, Paris. 1779; Joseph Black, 
chemist Edinburgh. 1799; An¬ 
thony Trollope, novelist. London, 
1882; Jean Blanc, socialist and 
historian. Cannes, 1882; Jefferson 
Davis, President of the Confed¬ 
erate Stales in the American Civil 
War IS6I-65. New Orleans. 1889: 
Ernst Werner von Siemens, en¬ 
gineer, Berlin, 1892 Roy Orbison. 
singer. Nashville. Tennessee, 1988. 
Today is die feast day of St 
Nicholas, patron saint of youth, 
popularly known as Santa Claus. 


Christopher Columbus discovered 
Hispaniola, now Haiti and die 
Dominican Republic. 1492 
The Irish Free State was pro¬ 
claimed. 1921. 

TOMORROW: BIRTHS: Gian 
Bernini, sculptor, Naples. 1598; 
Allan Cunningham, writer. Keir. 
Dumfriesshire. 1784; Sir Redvers 
Buller. VC. general Crediton, 
Devon. 1839; Sir Joseph Cook. 
Prime Minister of Australia 1913- 
14. SDverdale. Staffordshire. I860; 
Pietro Mascagni, composer, Leg¬ 
horn. 1863; Will a Cather. novelist. 
Winchester. Virginia. 1873; Rudolf 
Friml. composer. Prague. 1879; 
Stuart Davis, painter. Philadel¬ 
phia. 1894. 

DEATHS: Marcus Tullius Cicero. 
Roman orator and statesman, 
executed. Rwrnja. Italy, 43 8C; 
Meindert Hobbema, landscape 


painter, Amsterdam. 1709; Michel 
Ney. commander of Napoleon’s 
Old Guard, shot for high, treason, 
Paris, 1815; William Bligh. ad¬ 
miral. Captain of HMS Bounty, 
London, 1817: John Flaxman, 
sculptor, London, 1826; Edward 
Irving, founder of the Holy Catho¬ 
lic Apostolic Church. Glasgow. 
1834; Vfcrame Ferdinand de Les- 
seps. promoter of the Sura Canal. 
La Chenaie. Belgium. 1894: Kir¬ 
sten Flagstad, soprano. Oslo. 1962; 
Thornton Wilder, novelist and 
dramatist New Haven, Connecti¬ 
cut, 1975; Robert Graves, poet and 
novelist, Deya, Majorca, 1985. 

Hie Theatre Royal. Covent 
Garden [now the Royal Opera 
House), opened, 1732 
William Pitt the Younger, aged 24. 
became the youngest British Prime 
Minister. 1783. 


Forthcoming 

marriages 


Mr J.R. Baldwin 
and Miss N.E. Uflgridgc 
The engagement is announced 
between Jonathan Robert, son of 
Mr and Mrs William Baldwin, of 
Kenilworth, Warwickshire, and 
Nicola Elisabeth, daughter of Mr 
and Mrs Roger Langridge. of 
Winson, Gtoucestershire- 
Mr RJ- Fisher 
and Miss kKA Rigby 
The engagement is announced 
between Robert, son of Mr and 
Mrs John Fisher, of siitingboume. 
Kent, and Rachael elder daughter 
of Mr and Mrs Nod Rigby, of 
Newport, Shropshire. 

Mr A.I.G. LawsochDkk 
and Miss S. Brats 
The engagement is announced 
between Andrew, elder son of Mr 
and Mrs diaries Lawson-Dtck. of 
Owston. Leicestershire, and 
Sallyann. only daughter of Mr and 
Mrs Edward. Betts, of Davwiham, 
Cheshire. 

Mr OS. Noble 
and Miss AX.V. Colley 
The engagement is announced 
between David, youngest son of 
Mr and Mrs Wiliam Noble, of 
Boston. Massachusetts, and Lou¬ 
ise, rally daughter of Mr and Mrs 
Alastair Gofley, of Dinas Powis. 
Vale of Glamorgan. 

Mr RAJL Smith 
and Miss A. Kcmpton 
The engagement is announced 
between Richard, second son of 
■Mr and Mrs Alastair Smith, of 
Great Bridgeford, Staffordshire, 
and Annie, youngest daughter of 
Mr and Mis Colin Kempt on, of 
Rrigzre, Surrey. 


Mr P-L WemboJd 
and Miss E.R. Frank 
The marriage wiH lake place on 
Saturday. July 4.199S. at 3pm. at 
St Andrew's Church. Grejsrafoe. 
Ctmtbria. of Mr Phiilippe Justin 
Wemhokl. son of Mr and Mr AJ. 
Wdnhold. and Miss Emma Ra¬ 
chel Frank, daughter of Canoe and 

Mrs R.P H. Frank. 

Mr G.P. Wckkra 
and Miss SJCfe Hway 
The engagement is announced 
between Guy. younger son of Mr 
and Mrs Patrick Weldon, of 
London, and Sarah, daughter of 
the late Dr Peter !e Huray and of 
Mrs Bridget le Huray. of 
Cambridge. 


Marriages 


Army 6th Form Scholarships 


The following have been awarded 
Army Scholarships for eventual 
entry to RMA Sandhurst: 

James Beazley. Hailey bury Coll; 
James Berry, Lutterworth. Gram¬ 
mar S; Annabel Bonas. Oxford 
High School; Jonathan Buckley. 
Portsmouth Grammar S; Edward 
Button. Harrow School; Chris¬ 
topher Chamley, Monmouth 
School: Christopher Crauford,- 
HaOeybuiy Coll: Simon Crass. 
Sedbergh School; Edward 
Dannan. Harrow School- Wimon 
De St John-Pryce. Stonyhurst Coll; 
Lucy Edwards. The Holme Gram¬ 
mar S; Thomas Falk us, Latymer 
Upper School; Bond Faulkner, 
Pare^ Grammar S; Ian Foster. 
Rendcomb Coll; Timothy Gard¬ 
ner. Magdalen Coll School: Harry 
Had den-Pat on, Eton Coll; Robert 
Hamai ton. Aylesbury Grammar S; 
Sarah Hammond. Stockport 
Grammar. S; Anthony Hams, 
Adams Grammar S; Jonathan 
Harris, Cranleigh School; Stobhan 
Hill. Queen Elizabeth School Bar- 
net; Robert Hoey, Sherborne 
School; Benjamin -Horan. The 


ROY ORBISON 

Roy Orbison. the .American pop singer whose 
melodramatic ballads were a feature of hit 
parades around the world in the early 1960s. 
died on December 6. aged 52 in Tennessee, 
after a heart attack. 

Orbison possessed an extraordinarily 
powerful voice, usually to be heard expressing 
shades of anguish in such songs as Only The 
Lonely. Running Scared and It’s Over. 

In die early days or rock 'n' roll, among a 
generation of youthful performers who became 
as notorious for their hip-swivelling gyrations 
as for their singing. Orbison was the exception: 
his absolute immobility on stage emphasized 
the intense introspection of his songs. Later on. 
any audience^ response was coloured also by 
an awareness of die genuine tragedies which 
had beset him, including the accidental deaths 
of his first wife and two of his sons. 

He enjoyed to an unusual degree the respect 
and affection of succeeding generations of pop 
stars, many of whom acknowledged his 
influence. That peer-group admiration took a 
tangible form recently when, more than 20 
years after his heyday, Orbison re-emerged as 
a member of the Traveling Wilbuiys, an 
ensemble whose fictional identity also cloaked 
the presence of Bob Dylan and George 
Harrison. Their album is currently in the US 
top ten. 


ON THIS DAY 

December 6,1988 


Roy Orbison's influence was acknowl¬ 
edged by generations of pop stars. The 
genuine tragedies that beset his life 
affected his songs and his audience s' 
response to them 

Born in Vernon. Texas on April 23,1936; Roy 
Kelion Orbison was taught to play die guitar 
by his Tather, an oil-field worker, at the age of 
six. Two years later he made his radio debut; 
he was 14 when he joined die first of his bands. 

He did not come to national prominence 
until 1956 under the auspices orSun Records of 
Memphis, Tennessee, the company which had 
launched Elvis Presley* career... 

Unable to fit comfortably into the con¬ 
ventional Memphis rockabilly mould, in which 
young white singers such as Presley and Jerry 
Lee Lewis took their inspiration from the 
rhythm and blues idiom oT their blade 
neighbours. Orbison moved across the state to ' 
Nashville and concentrated on developing a 


more original style; closer In tone to country 
music In 1958. die Everiy Brothers' recording 
of one of his compositions Claudette, dedicated 
to his first wife,, became a hit 

In 1960 his own recording career took off. 
with his second release for the Monument 
label Only The Lonely set a lasting pattern; its 
gaunt, deliberate mood contrasted strongly 
with the prevailing patterns of white pop 
music which by that time mostly divided into 
frantic rockers and drippy high-school ballads. 

In that first hit. as in Blue AngeL Running 
Soared and In Dreams. Orbison expressed 
teenage emotions with a rare dignity. Oh Pretty 
Woman, which topped die charts in 1964, 
found him stepping outside his normal 
character into a more cheerful mood. 

Orbison toured widely during the early 
Sixties, often sharing a bill with die Beatles. In 
1966. though, Claudette Orbison died in a 
motorcycle accident while they were on their 
way hone from a drag-race meeting- They had 
just remarried, after a brief divorce. Two years 
later, while Orbison was an tour in Britain, two 
of his three sons were killed in a fire which 
destroyed his Tennessee lakeside ranch. 

In the late Sixties he was largely forgotten. 
Not until the emerging Bruce Springsteen paid 
a prominent tribute in 1975. in the opening 
fines of a song calked Thunder Road, did he re¬ 
enter the collective consciousness ... 
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Roy Orbison; intensely introspective pop star 
in a strident age 
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Mr I.R. Banker 
and Miss S. McLeod 
The marriage tot* {dace cm Fri¬ 
day. December 5. in Ma cries S d d, 
Cheshire, between Mr lan 
Bowker, son of Mr and Mrs 
Robert Bowker. of Heaton Moor, 
Cheshire.' and Miss Seona 
McLeod, daughter of Professor 
arid Mrs David McLeod, or Wood¬ 
ford. Cheshire. 

A dinner dance was hrid at 
Shrigley HaU. Poo Shrigley arid 
the honeymoon will be spent in 
Singapore and the Maldives. 

Mr J.R-E. Warfmrton 
and Mrs PJ. OtteweH 
After a service an Friday. Decem¬ 
ber 5. 1997. at St Margarets. ^ 
Lothbuiy. to celebrate the mar- 
riage of John War burton and 
Pamela OtteweH. a luncheon was 
held at the Armourers' Hail before 
they departed for the Far East. 


John Fisher School, Surrey; 
Thomas Huttson, King Edward VI 
School. Southampton: Marie 
Hunslon. Pemstone Grammar S. 
Sheffield; Katherine I van-Duke, 
Newcastle under Lyme School; 

Robert Jeffs, Kent Coll. Canter¬ 
bury; Richard Leigh-Wood, Har¬ 
row School; Lila Lewis. ChrisTs 
Hospital Horsham; James Lyon, * 
Stowe School; Nicholas MantdL fff- 
Bedford School Andrew Muir, St 
Peter’S School York; David Noad, 
Harrow-School; Thomas Oakley, 
Harrow School Thomas Ollier. 

Famborough VI ' Form CoU; 

Adrian Pask. Stamford School, 
Lincolnshire; Caroline Smith. 
Sydenham High School; Nicholas 
Tobin. Eton Coll; Steven 
Tunnidiffe. The Oratory School. 
Reading; Benjamin Walker. 
Cheltenham Bournside School; 

Henry Waller. Duke erf York's 
Royal Military Schoofc Chris¬ 
topher Warner. Queen Elizabeth's 
Grammar S. Derbyshire; Janies 
Westropp, . Sherborne School; 
Hannah Wyke. West Buck land 
School Devon. 




BMDS: 01716806880 
PRIVATE: 0171 481 4000 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


TRADE: 0171 481 1982 
FAX: 0171 481 9313 


Tub tram the wayward, 
passions of jaaih and purse 
Justice, integrity, tore and 
poaca together wtu» all who 
worship the Lord In single¬ 
ness of mind. 2 Timothy 2 : 
22 


BIRTHS 


AHHONSON - On December 
Bth at tbe John Radcliffe 
Hospital, Oxford, to So Ha 
(ade Frans) and Timothy, a 
danghter, Katherine Alien. 

AJB8UTHNOTT - On November 
30th at Hlucblngbraoke 
Hospital, to Victoria (a6t> 
Mansell) and Brian, a 
beautiful daughter. Sophie 
Elisabeth, a riswi tot jamas. 

BARKER - On November 30tfa 
1997 at the Matilda 
Hospital, Hong Kong, to 
Rosamund (mSe Clarke) and 
Robert, a daughter, 
AruwbeUe Margaret. 

BISHOP - On December 4th, u» 
Claire (ale Dennis) and 
Andrew, a daughter, Katie, ■ 
sister la Lucy and WHUnm. 

BOY8-8TONES - On 5th 
December 1997 at Hash 
General Hospital, to Dawn 
and Francis, a son, Claude 
Frauds, a brother far Poppy. 

BURTON - On 30th November 
1997, to Sandy (nee 
BowselD and Oliver a son. 
Julies William Andrew, a 
brother Du Annabel. 

FUHBER - On De cem be r 3rd at 
Cheltenham General 
Hospital, to lane (nde 
Eddlson) and Duncan, a 
wonderful son, George 


SOWERS-On October 19th, to 
Emily (gje Thomas) and 
Timothy, a daughter, 
Madeline Margaret, a sister 
for John and Richard. 

GREGORY ■ Qn 25th November 
at Huddersfield Royal 
Infirmary, to Jane (nfo 
Todd) and Dm. a daughter. 
Jessica Helen. 

HUMPHREYS * OB December 
2nd, to Francesca (nde 
Darrell) and Martin, a 
daughter, Sastts Genre lave 
DamU. a sister for Imogen. 

KACDOMALD-BUCHAMAN - On 
December 1st, to James and 
Juba, a son, Angus Anthony. 

9ASCHAU - On 4th December 
at St James's, Leeds, to 
Andnnua and Barry, a son, 
Christopher Andreas. 


BIRTHS 


PERCY - On December 5th In 
Brussels, to Dominique (m$e 
de Bellefrold) and Tim, a 
daughter, Zephyr Leonora, a 
sister for Harry M erlin 

SALVIH - On December 5th 
1997, to Georgina (nde 
Bates) and Gerard, a son, 
Gerard Edward Henry ifed*. 
a brother for MaHiifc, 

SCHECKTEH - On 4th 
December at The Portland 
Hospital, to Clare (nde 
Fawkes) and Jody, 
daughter, Ila Maxims, a 
boosy little sister for Toby 
and Tomas, Hugo and 
Fi ■" 


WALSH - On necember 2nd at 
The Portland Hospital, to 
Bradley end l>mni, a son, 
Barney Charles Met 


RUBY 

ANNIVERSARIES 


WALKER:WRIGHT - On 7th 
December 1967, at the 
Church of St. Philip and St. 
James, Clifton, fork, 
Kenneth George Walker to 
Margaret EUb Wright. Now 
Wandover. 


DEATHS 


BOWES - Dr. Oisrtew Henry 
Gordon K.SI.J. on 3rd 
December peacefully in 
ho s pH ni after a short tltness, 
dearly loved husband of the 
late Brenda (aft Todd), 
dearly loved brother of 
Leonora. Service to be held 
in St Cuthberts Church, 
Marton. Middlesbrough on 
Wednesday 10th December 
at 1.45 pm followed by 
cremation, to which all 
friends are respectfully 
Invited. EsmBy flfto si i only. 
Donations if desired u The 
British Heart Foundation eA> 
Mr AJ. Barker. Pam Fields. 
Newton, aevefcmd TS9 6Q&. 


DEATHS 


CADIMALLADGR - BoUn John, 
peacefully at home on 1st 
December 1997 aged 54 
years. Funeral Service at 
1145 am on Friday 12th 
December at the United 
Be ftwm ed Church, St John's 
Hill, Sevenoaks. Family 
flowers only please. 
Donations if desired to 
Hospice in the Weald c/o 
Brands Cbappoll ft Sons, 27 
London Bout Sevenoaks, teh 
(01732) 46Q203. 

CONNER - William Louis 
Moanttfart, died peace f ully 
on December 3rd 1997, after 
a short illness. Much loved 
husband of Odds, father of 
Patrick and Jadi. and 
guntlftnhe r of Anna, Louis, 
Harriet, Jack and Toby, 
Funeral Service el 2 pm <m 
Thursday ila December at 
St M i c hael and All Angela, 
Belli Bond, London W4. 


Margaret Me Ewan 
fade Preston) (BSc Hons) 
died 30th November 1997 
aged 72. Daughter of tbe late 
Professor George Preston (St 



aged 93 years, hue of Daunt 
peacefully In her sleep at 
ths Old Ball Tfuratag Home. 
Holton Holegace, on 3rd 
' rl997Tr ' 


place at Dolby Church at 
2pm on Wednesday ZOth 
D ecemb er. AD flowers and 

Funeral Directors, Salih by 
Hill, Handle by, SpUsby. 
Lines. PE23 5NH, lek 
(01790) 752334 day or 
(01790) 753522 evaUaga. 


her 93rd year Beloved wife 
of tha tare Jack end dear 
mother of Valentine and 
Juliet and granny (o Andrew, 
tons and Hugo. Funeral 
Service t« be held at St 
John's Church, Bury on 
Friday 12th December at 

9 pan. 


GAFrnON - Nancy Ms piston 
peacefully on December 4th 
1997 after an illness, 
beloved wife of the late 

dmr of Wendy NfehoUa^iml 
much loved aunt and gn 
tf>inL Funeral to be held at Sr 
PaaTa Church. Hsmsey, tele 
of Man at U0 p 
Wednesday 10th Decorate 
Handy flowers only please. 
Donations to Pets Aid 
League c/o Mrs Bird, 5 
Larivsne Close, Andreas, isle 
of Man. 

HARVBY - On November 27th 
P hilip , much loved eldest 
son of tbe late Lord Harvey 
of Freetbury and Mrs 
Jacqueline Harvey. Funeral 
Sc Mary's Parish Church. 
GUgweO, Essex, Wednesday 
December 10th at 2 pm. All 
enquiries flowura to I w 
Kenyon. (0171) 8344624. 

MRHELL - Beth, beloved wife 
of the late Bate, mother of 
Ann and William, passed 
away peac ef ully at St Mary's 
Hospital, Bristol, on 
December 3rd. Private family 
cremation fallowed by 
Service of H ra nkiglv l n g at 
St Mary'* Church, 
Thorn bury, near Bristol, 
Wednesday December 17rh 
at 3 pm. Donations for 
Cheshire Bonn c/o B_ 
Davies ft Son, 381 
Ooucester Road, HorfiaM, 
Bristol BS7 STK. 


- Betty Lady on 2nd 
December 1997 aged 87 
pe a c ef u lly altar haw fllneaa 
bravely endured. Private 
tem&y funeral, fallowed by 
Memorial Berries at St 
Mary's Church, Gondbuat at 
a data to be wnnmw*M . no 
flowers by request. 
Donations, if desired, to 
National Garden Scheme. 
Kant Branch c/o U. Sills. 
Kenwood, High Street, 
Cranbrook, TN17 3 dt, tel: 
COI580) 712284. 

tAYE - Beverly Kay, much 
tovod sister of Marilyn, died 
peacefully at homa 
December 3rd after a abort 
muss*, funeral Service at St 
Mmry 

at 2 pm Tuesday. Private 
burial later In Magdalaa HJH 
Ceme ter y , Winchester. 


An* i ON - On December 6th 
peacefully In hospital of 
Plawsworth, Chestex-le- 
Street, Co. Durham. Hugh 
Barton TD. DLL. and Kd 
of the Order of St John. In 
88th year, brother of the farts 
Peggy, Robert and Mary and 
dear uncle to Isobel. Bobett, 
Fenwi ck and their families 
Friends please meet for 
at Cbester le -flo 

on Tuesday 
at 920 am, 
followed by cremation at 
Durham. Family flowers 
only. Donations In Ueu to St 
John Ambulance c/o Skill Ion 
Business Centre, Durham 
Industrial Berate, Durham 
CUy. DH7 8HG. 

MAGUIRE - Captain TJX Royal 
Engineers of London, 
.ir.;S-nul passed peacefully 
at home In Books, British 
Columbia, Canada on 
November 29th 1997 la Us 
B7th year. He Is predeceased 
by Us bwn nv—i Bfi i i tusnl 
swnr Peggy. He Is lovingly 
remembered and sorely 
missed by hie sons 
Cbristopfaer and Aadxmr and 
Us sistat Kathleen Walker of 
Grimsby, Ontario. Service 
was teshS at St Bose of tin* 
Ca t holic Church in Soaks, 
EC. on Friday at 240pm. 

MELLORS - Betty an 3rd 
December 1997, at 
Wimbledon Parks Ido 

Ho s pital Greatly loved wife 
of Col wturod Uelkna, KBS, 
mother of Jennifer, jane and 

Jwim, grrelMVliw gf 

Claras. Private family 
service on Monday 8th 

* D a rambe r. Enquiries to F.W. 
Paine, 265 Ewell Hoad, 
Surtritoa, Surrey. 

OLIVER - Chrisumher $*hryn 
Rarquharseo. Died swiftly at 
tbe age of 71. after a fang 
Illness bravely borne and 
wen-ten de d , in ttyi Pilgrims' 
Hospice. Canterbury, on 
December 4th. Funeral at 
1 <b» n ea lv«Hhmi gt 12 
noon on Wednesday 

. December 10th. Family 
Dowers only to C.W. Lyons, 
Mmtarv Bfflid, Donerinas In 
Ueu to Tbe Pilgrims* 
Hospice^ Ca me rimr y. 


SMITE-Chris, beloved wife to 
Tony, died peacefully on 4th 
Deoumtem She knew drat her 
Redeemer Uvea. Funeral 
Service at F&xnbam Baptist 
Church, 10th December 
lpm. No flowers, gifts to 
Love Buasla or Cancer 


STUBS - Robert Charles, died 
peacefully at home 
November 28th 1997.1. 

BO. B elo ved ha tband for 

Alison, Rosemary and 
lWIUam Tbe funeral took 

S ince In France on let 
•camber 1997. 

Chmranand. Savtgnac-les- 
Etfttees. France 24420. 

STYLES - Gertrude Mary on 1st 
Pvcem ber 1997 at Arthur 

91, •rife”?? 1 thTten _ 

Styles. Funeral Service at 

Beading Crematorium at 
R16 pm oa^Wete raday 10th 

.EL Lovegrove Funeral 
Directors, Cavers tram, 
fading, WL- (0118} 946 
1393. 

TATEM - Kan, much loved 
father ef Zara and Bebe, wfll 
be very much missed by 
thatr femmes. DM suddenly 
4th December 1997. 
VOINOII - Richard Evulya cried 
comfortably at home on 
December 4th with Ida long 
term carer at his aide. 
Funeral Service on Friday 
December 12th « 1230 pan 
Mortlake Crematorium. 
Flowers or donations to 
Etukhranrs Disease Society 
■my be seat to TH. Sandas 
ft Sons, tels ( 0181 ) 876- 
4673. 


XNMEMORIAM — 
PRIVATE 


- Dr Simon Robert, 
geochemist with the ON. 
died aged 39 in Monaco 
December 1986. With 
gratit ude and pride, we 

sc much knu end haputean 
during Ida Ufa and left each 
treasured memories with all 
Ms family. 


IN MEMORIAM— 
PRIVATE 


III1IMW * - r*— plnii - today 
we remember your 25th 
Birthday and every day the 


MHSfflBD - Lord Desmond 
Bend HtmhfleM May 17th 
1913 - December 6th 1993. 
My darling husband will 
lova and cherish your 



TOMPKINS - Richard CBE 
Daddy; yoo are forever in uy 
thoughts and 1 ndsa you 


are always sitting on my 
shoulder. Vicky. 
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•• The Ven G. E. Timms, 

- Archdeacon of Hackney 
Wn-SLditdoD 
November 15 aged 87. He 
was born on October 4. 
1910. 

T he Ven G. B. Timms 
was a Church of Eng’ 
land priest in the Eng¬ 
lish catholic tradition. 
* He valued tradition, and ad¬ 
vertised .tills by wearing an 
archdeacon’s frock coat and 
gaiters on formal occasions at 
H time when most dignitaries 
had long since given them up. 
. It was part of his style, as was 
: rhe. cigarene holder which he 
wore and wielded like Mar- 
- lent Dietrich. Bui tradition for 
him was not an inhibiting 
constraint, rather a valued 
source from which to draw 
inspiration and guidance. 

. Timms was a good example 
of the scholarly parish priest 
who in die past has been so 
important in building up the 
life of the Church of England. 
He read and studied in order 
to protide the best in liturgy 
and hymnody. because he 
thought that only the best was 
good enough for the worship 
of God and also that only the 
best was good enough for the 
people of God. 

There was a remarkable 
consistency in Timms’s minis¬ 
try- The things which he cared 
about and which led him into 
the ministry of the Church of 


John Ehvyn. painter, died 
on November 15 aged 80. 

He was born on 
November 20,1916. 

JOHN ELWYN’S memories 
■ of childhood in a close-knit 
communiry of farmers, 
weavers and country crafts¬ 
men in the isolated heartland 
of Welsh-speaking south Car¬ 
diganshire sustained - him 
through a long career as a 
painter in self-imposed exile in 
England. His paintings of the 
Nonconformist chapel com¬ 
munity, its woollen mills, bus¬ 
tling farmyards and gentle 
rolling cattle pastures are a 
lasting testament to his undi- 
minished love for the locality 
of his youth. 

Like an ISth-century artist 
in search of the picturesque, 
he travelled to discover sensu¬ 
ous forms within a landscape 
of enclosed valleys, and re? 
corded rural activities from 
seed time -to - harvesting, At 
limes marginalised by the 
younger generation of ab- 
^ street painters in Wales, 
<9^ Ehvyn remained true to .his 
* vision. 

William John Elwyn Davies 
was born at Emlyn Mill in the 
village of Ad par. near New¬ 
castle Emlyn on the banks erf 
the Teifi. where his father 
manufactured flannel . for 
miners’ shirts. .He left 
Llandysu) County Grammar 
Schooljn 1935 to become the 
only painting student at Car¬ 
marthen School of Art, where 
the Principal. Sidney Morse- 
Brown. recognised his talent 
He completed the final year of 
his training at the West of 
England Academy at Bristol 
. and was awarded a Royal, 
% Exhibition in 1938 to study at ; 
the Royal College of Art. Here 


THE VEN G. B. TIMMS 


England were what he taught 
111 Ids parish ministry and, 
when opportunity arose, tried 
Jp communicate to the wider 
Church through his writings 
ana addresses in the Church 

Assembly. General Synod and 
elsewhere. He made outstand¬ 
ing contributions to the revi¬ 
sion of services for the 
Alternative Service Book and 
to hymnody by writing numer¬ 
ous hymns and chairing the 
editorial board for the New 
English Hymnal 

George Boome Timms was 
born in Derby. His parents 
were devout Baptists and, as 
soon as be was old enough, he 
went with his half-sisters three 
times each Sunday to the 
church services and Sunday 
schooL This was a walk of one 
and a half miles each day. He 
continued going regularly and 
was baptised when he was 15. 

In later life he used to look 
back with gratitude for what 
he had learnt in that period of 
his life. He went on a scholar¬ 
ship to Derby School and was 
intending to become a school¬ 
master. But while he was in 
the sixth form, he became 
friendly with three boys who 
hoped to start training for 
ordination in the Church of 
England. He began going 
with them to services at their 
local Anglican church and 
became increasingly attracted 
to the beauty of the liturgy. 
Around the same time, the 


ANN LINDSELL 
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minister of his own Baptist 
church left to join the Church 
of England. Together these 
things persuaded Timms to 
seek confirmation. 

In 1930 he went up to 
Oxford, to St Edmund Hall to 


read theology, and was fortu¬ 
nate to have Austin Farrer. 
one of the leading theologians 
of the mid-20th century, as his 
tutor. From there he proceed¬ 
ed to the College of the 
Resurrection at Mirfield for 


JOHN ELWYN 







: his facility for figure drawing 
attracted the attention of 
Gilbert Spencer, who. said in a 
- testimonial that Ehvyn was 
the: best student he had 
taught. Ehwyn’s studies were 
. interrupted by the war. and in 
1940 he faced a Conscientious 
Objectors’ Tribunal and was 
directed to work wi the land. 

In 1948 he moved to Hamp¬ 
shire, where he taught at 
ftntarnbuTh College of Art, 
and,’ "realising L knew more 
about myself than anything 
else.” he began “m write 
stories in paint" illustrating 
childhood experiences. 

These pictures of rural Car¬ 
diganshire in the J920s — the 
holidays, festival&.and funer¬ 
als associated with chapel¬ 
going — formed his first 
London exhibition, held at the 
i^uT Alexander Gallery, Net¬ 
ting Hill. 


Encouraged by the success 
of his first show, he began a 
new series about the miners 
and their landscape near 
Pontrhydyfen in the Afan Val¬ 
ley, where he lived when 
working in forestry during the 
war. ‘‘Gazing into a 
sulphurous sunset." he re¬ 
called, “and seeing the rows of 
small silhouetted figures of 
miners like insects with shad¬ 
ows and reflections scribbled 
on the wet roads making their 
way homewards to their tin 
baths in front of ihe kitchen 
fire, was a visual experience of 
the first order." The pictur¬ 
esque romanticism of the in¬ 
dustrialised landscape was a 
rare departure from the con¬ 
cerns erf mainstream British 
painting; few artists were re¬ 
cording the industrial land¬ 
scape in 1951- 

In 1953, Elwyn moved ’to 


Winchester, where he taught 
painting and illustration at the 
School of Art until his retire¬ 
ment in 1976. There his paint¬ 
ings were once more con¬ 
cerned with a peaceful vision 
of the working life of the 
countryside, from season to 
season and at different times 
of the day. His landscapes 
encapsulate an attitude to¬ 
wards life in the country, and 
the virtue of working the land 
popularised in the 19th centu¬ 
ry. Through the 1950s and 
1960s he exhibited in many 
places in England and Wales. 

By 1960 Elwyn’s composi¬ 
tions had become more eco¬ 
nomical and the formal pass¬ 
ages were more predominant 
as he moved away from pure 
representation and dearly-re¬ 
called forms. These large can¬ 
vases were shown in solo 
exhibitions at the Leicester 
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two years' ordination training 
followed by a two-year train¬ 
ing curacy in a parish in 
Coventry. 

In January 1938 he moved to 
a second curacy in a parish in 
Reading where he stayed for 
an unusually long period of 11 
years. He was very happy 
there, finding “an exceptional¬ 
ly high standard of worship 
with an elaborate ceremonial, 
but on 'English' not ‘Roman’ 
lines," as he wrote later. It was 
there that he wrote his first 
small book. In 1945 Dora 
Gregory Dix of Nashdom 
Abbey had published his semi¬ 
nal work The Shape of the 
Liturgy. Timms took issue 
with him over his view of 
Archbishop Cranmert beliefs. 
In Dixit Crahmer A Reply to 
Dom Gregory , he defended 
Craiuner’s theology and his 
liturgical compositions. 

In 1949 Timms was appoint¬ 
ed priest vicar and sacrist of 
Southwark Cathedral, which 
gave him valuable experience 
in ordering worship and cere¬ 
monial on great occasions. 
Three years later he was 
appointed wear of St Mary’s. 
Primrose Hill in Hampstead, 
which ever since Canon Percy 
Dearmer had been vicar there 
at the beginning of this centu¬ 
ry had been, renowned for toe 
beauty of its music and liturgi¬ 
cal worship in the English 
catholic tradition. 

There was much to be done 



Galleries in Cork Street in 
1965 and 1969. 

After ten years of near 
abstraction, however, he re¬ 
turned to direct representation 
of the Cardiganshire land¬ 
scape ■— landscapes of the 
mind which have a place in 
reality and a strong sense of 
genius loci. They are roman¬ 
tic, too, in their intense state¬ 
ment of emotion and the 
dramatic representation of a 
breadth of poignant visual 
experiences. Many of Ehvyn "s 
themes developed from his 
reading of Anglo-Welsh litera¬ 
ture, in particular that of his 
friends Glyn Jones, Leslie 
Norris and John Ormond. 

Elwyn worked for time as a 
graphic designer for J. Walter 
Thompson in Berkeley 
Square. As an illustrator, he 
produced numerous books 
and dustwrappers, contribut¬ 
ed to Radio Times from 1953, 
produced designs for the Shell 



Stephane Grappelli jazz 
musician, died on Novem¬ 
ber 1 aged 89. He was 
born on January 26,1908. 

Stephane Grappelli played 
with many of the jazz greats; 
Duke, Fats, Glenn, Miles. 
Oscar and others. He was 
bought his first violin by his 
father when he was a child, 
and took a job as a cinema 
musician at the age of 14. 
Around 1927 he became a 
member — initially as a 
pianist — of a big band called 
the Gregorians. He then met 
the gypsy guitarist Django 
Reinhardt and forged a re¬ 
markable partnership. With 
friends they formed a quintet 
which created a new form of 
subtle but fiery jazz. In Lon¬ 
don during the war, Grap¬ 
pelli worked the dubs with 
toe pianist George Shearing, 
and with the return of peace, 
he was reunited with a rather 
wayward Reinhardt, until 
his death in 1953. A revival of 
interest in the jazz violin in 
the following decade enabled 
him to edge back towards the 
limelight, and in toe 1970s he 
recorded a series of popular 
duets with’Yehudi Menuhin. 
Never married, he continued 


in the parish following the 
disruption -of war. but he 
managed to find time to be 
rural Bean, a Proctor in Con¬ 
vocation (a member of the 
House of Clergy in the Church 
Assembly/General Synod) 
and a member of the Arch¬ 
bishop's Commission to revise 
the Catechism. 

In 1965 Timms was appoint¬ 
ed vicar of the Guild Church of 
Sr Andrew in toe City and also 
Director of Ordination Train¬ 
ing. When toe London diocese 
was split into episcopal areas 
in 1971. ordination training 
became toe responsibility of 
each of the area bishops. 
Timms stayed at St Andrew's, 
and was appointed Archdea¬ 
con of Hackney in the Stepney 
episcopal area. 

As vicar of a Guild church 
with no Sunday sendees he 
was able to join in Sunday 
worship in all the churches in 
his care. But he was also 
composing collects for the 73 
new entrants in the calendar of 
saints authorised in toe Alter- 
native Service Book, which 
were published in Clouds of 
Witness just after his retire¬ 
ment in I9SI. He was working 
hard, too, on the New English 
Hymnal, which was published 
in 19S6 and contains 14 of his 
own hymns. In his long life he 
greatly enriched toe life and 
worship of the Church of 
England. 

He was unmarried. 



Guides to the Countryside , 
and latrerly illustrated a limit¬ 
ed edition of Dafydd ap 
Gwilym’s Houses Of Leaves 
far toe Old Stile Press, He 
made lithographs with Edwin 
la Dell at the Royal College of 
Art. with Stanley Jones at 
Cur-wen. and was commis¬ 
sioned to produce a series of 
prints for toe Collectors' 
Guild, New York, printed by 
toe Curwen Press. 

John Elwyn was a popular 
painter whose work sold con¬ 
sistently well. In his last year, 
he gained enormous pleasure 
from several accolades: a 
retrospective exhibition of 60 
years of work at toe National 
library of Wales; a one-man 
show at toe Martin Tinney 
Gallery, Cardiff; and an hon¬ 
orary DLitt from the Univer¬ 
sity of Wales. 

John Elwyn married Gillian , 
Butterwonh in 1970, and she 
survives him. I 
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Ann Lind sell, motor 
neurone disease sufferer 
and campaigner for the 
legalisation of voluntary 
euthanasia, died on 
December I aged 47. She 
was born on April 2S, 
1950. 

OF THE the six years she had 
motor neurone disease, Annie 
Lindsell spent the last two 
campaigning for toe right of 
terminally ill patients to ask 
I for and receive doctor-assisted 
help in dying, in a recent High 
Court ease, she obtained the 
assurance that, at her request, 
her GP could legally adminis¬ 
ter palliative drugs which 
could have the effect of short¬ 
ening her life. 

This broke new ground in 
that she gained toe court's 
approval for this treatment to 
be given at her own request 
and at a much earlier stage 
than is normal medical 
practice. 

The daughter of a business¬ 
man and a nursing sister, she 
spent her childhood in Emer¬ 
son Park. Hornchurch, excel¬ 
ling in modem languages and 
drama at the local grammar 
school while also training in 
singing and tap-dancing. Al- 
' though she was never actually 
expelled, a dash of wills with 
the headmistress led her to 
leave school at 16 and to enrol 
at Thurrock College for A 
levels and a degree in French 
and German. However, bore¬ 
dom with a traditional career 
in technical translation led her 
to fulfil a childhood dream by 
joining BOAC as an air stew¬ 
ardess at the age of 21. Here 
she found that the rights of toe 
female cabin crew were vastly 
different from the men’s. 
Women could not marry and 
had id leave at the age of 2S. 

This led Lindsell into a 
parallel career as one of the 
first female trade union repre¬ 
sentatives in the airline indus¬ 
try during which, in 1970-71, 
she was instrumental in creat¬ 
ing a dosed shop cabin crew- 
union and, in 1974, in bringing 
about the only 100 per cent 
walkout ever staged in the 
airline’s history. Later, she 
was a key player in the 
implementation of toe Equal 
Opportunities Act in toe air¬ 
line and was responsible for 
many of the rights enjoyed by 
stewardesses in today's British 

Airways. 


Although often accused of 
being a feminist. Lindsell al¬ 
ways denied this label, con¬ 
tending that her belief was 
simply that promotion should 
be related to ability rather 
than gender. One of the origi¬ 
nal Concorde team, in 1986 she 
was offered a promotion to 
management, a position 
which she turned down in 
favour of leaving the airline 
and rekindling her acting 
career at a drama school. 

She was an accomplished 
singer, especially in toe blues, 
and possessed a legendary 
ability to imitate accents 
which contributed to a varied 
career in acting and later as a 
cabaret artist in London and 
on the Edinburgh Fringe. 
Even after becoming wheel¬ 
chair-bound. she continued to 
perform, both on stage and on 
television, lindsell *5 final 
career was. however, as a 
management training consul¬ 
tant. starting in 1989 and 
continuing successfully until 
motor neurone disease was 
diagnosed in January 1992. 

For the next four years, she 
was consumed with both find¬ 
ing a cure for herself, by 
traditional and alternative 
means, and fundraising. In 
June 1995. she helped to set up 
a new charity, toe John Hill 
Foundation, in order to chan¬ 
nel money more directly into 
research. At this time, she also 
began to express fears about 
the manner of her own death 
and was asked to give her 
views on physician-assisted 
dying at the AGM of toe 
Voluntary Euthanasia Society. 

Thus began a whirlwind of 
speaking engagements and 
media attention leading to her 
decision in toe summer of 1996 
to seek legal advice on possible 
court action. Wanting to 
phrase the case in terms of 
human rights, she was initial¬ 
ly inclined to consider the 
European Court However, 
toe time this would involve led 
her, in October 1997. to take 
her individual case to the 
High Court in Britain. There 
she spoke of her relief at 
knowing that she would “not 
be compelled to live her last 
days in a state of indignity and 
extreme distress." Five weeks 
later she died peacefully from 
breathing problems associat¬ 
ed with the disease. 

Her partner. Ron Hicks, 
survives her. 


MILESTONES 


to tour and record despite 
illness almost to the end of 
his life. 

Obituary published on 
December 2. 

Kathy Acker, author and 
performer, died on Novem¬ 
ber 29. She is thought to 
have been born in 1944 or 
1948. 

Kathy Acker was an icono¬ 
clastic New Yorker who be¬ 
came a stripper on 42nd 
Street after college, and grav¬ 
itated towards underground 
artists, writers and photogra¬ 
phers. In Britain, fame and 
notoriety were heaped upon 
her in 1984 with the publica¬ 
tion of Blood and Guts in 
High School. She saw herself 
as an heir of William Bur¬ 
roughs — refusing plot and 
writing obsessively about 
bodies and sex — and, as an 
embodiment of toe decon- 
structive counter-culture, she 
was the subject of a South 
Bank Show. Her book Pussy. 
King of the Pirates was 
rejected by her British pub¬ 
lishers as too graphic. She 
took instead to perfomiing 
and recording parts of it with 
a punk band named the 



Mekons. Taken very serious¬ 
ly in toe wilder reaches of 
academia, she was asked by 
the San Francisco Art Insti¬ 
tute to launch a department 
of writing m 1990. 

Obituary published on 
December 2. 

Big Daddy (Shirley 
Crabtree), wrestler, died on 
December 2 after a 
stroke aged 67. He was 
born on November 14, 

1930. 

Bom in Halifax and named 
after his wrestling father — 
himself named after Char¬ 
lotte Bronte’s Shirley — the 
boy who became Big Daddy 
always wanted to be a wres¬ 
tler. He appeared as Mr Uni¬ 
verse and the Blond Adonis, 
but it was not until he adop¬ 
ted toe name Big Daddy and 
took to a leotard and a glitzy 
cape that he broke through to 
showbiz acclaim. For more 
than a decade he featured in 
the 1TV wrestling promoted 
by his brother, and although 
they were contrived panto- 
mines and there were accusa¬ 
tions of fight-rigging, the 
shews made him famous. He 
did much charily work, 
especially with children. 

Obituary published on 
December 3. 

Eric Laithwaite, Emeritus 
Professor of Heavy Electri¬ 
cal Engineering at Imperial 
College, London, died on 
November 27 aged 76. He 
was born on June 14,1921. 

Eric Laithwaite designed the 
world’s first magnetically 
levitating high-speed train, 
and persuaded the Govern¬ 
ment of the day to back it. A 
mile of track was built and a 


full-scale levitating locomo¬ 
tive tested, but soon aban¬ 
doned. Laithwaite turned to 
writing books and became 
familiar on radio and tele¬ 
vision. Then he heard from 
an amateur inventor. Alex 
Jones, about a wheeled de¬ 
vice which apparently broke 
Newton’s Third Law of Mo¬ 
tion — moving without any 
power to the wheels or any 
thrust. He became fascinated 
by gyroscopes, gradually 



convincing himself that they 
did break known scientific 
laws, and might be ' an 
unrecognised source of pre¬ 
ternatural power. For this 
breach of scientific decorum 
he fell more or less into 
academic disgrace, retiring 
from Imperial College in 
1981. “None of my critics 
could ever explain to me how 
a 501b spinning wheel loses 
weight," he said. He spent 
his last years experimenting 
with a variety of gyroscopic 
rigs, and in 1993 applied for a 
patent on a gyroscopic space- 
drive; typically, he had built 
the demonstration mudel our 
ofhisahildhood Meccano set. 

Obituaty published on 
December 4. 
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sale may 

force BG 

to cut 
gas bills 

By Christine Buckley, industrial correspondent 


> BG may be forced to cut 
household gas bills by an 
additional £14 after the com¬ 
pany admitted it hoped to get 
£800 million for property 
which it told the Monopolies 
and Mergers Commission 
was worth nothing. 

Ofgas is to con from BG over 
the cash in a new twist to the 
acrimonious battle between 
the rwo over pricing curbs on 
Transco, the gas pipeline net¬ 
work owned by BG. Ofgas is 
to say that up to half of the 
proceeds from the sales should 
go back to customers. 

The industry watchdog 
said: "This is big money that 
* should mean a small cut in 
v bills for a year." Ofgas is to say 

that the company, with whom 
fr settled a two-year fight over 
Transco's prices in October, 
should put half of the profits of 
the sales back into Transco to 
fund price cuis to customers. 
With its third-quarter figures 
last month BG told The times 
that the property sales would 
go to boosr'its exploration 
activities: 

BG’s property portfolio in¬ 
cludes more than 1.000 sites. It 
has environmental commit¬ 
ments that are likely to cost 
about £350 million, according 
ro Philip Hampton, the fi¬ 
nance director. But he said the 
proceeds from the sales would 
go into exploration and 
production. 

During its inquiry' into the 
row between the company and 
t he regulator over the Transco 
^ pricing plan BG told the 
MMC that it would rational¬ 
ise irs property portfolio. But it 
said it "did not expect to make 
an overall profit for such a 
rationalisation”. 

Ofgas, which has no juris¬ 
diction over BG’s non-regulat¬ 
ed activities, is incensed that 


'W 

m ‘TvSa 




Varney: image control 


BG had told the MMC its 
properly portfolio was worth¬ 
less and is now expecting to 
pump profits into exploration 
and production. It said that if 
all of the £800 million BG 
quoted was booked as profit 
then £400 million should go to 
the Transco half of the busi¬ 
ness and then straight bade to. 
customer? in ane<>ff price 
cuts. 

If its liabilities have to come 
oft the £800 million then it 
wants the company to take the 
same action. At the higher end 
of estimates that will lead to 
£14 off a domestic bill: at the 
lower end it will mean a cut of 
£7. 

The action by Ofgas will 
reopen a fresh clash between 
the two sides. The bitter row 
over Tran sen’s pricing propos¬ 
als prompted the company to 
declare the actions of the 
regulator to be "the biggest 
smash and grab raid” m 
corporate history. But the 
company has toned down its 
language and image under the 
control of David Varney, the 
chief executive. He has taken 
over from Dick Giordano, 
who stepped aside to become 
the non-executive, part-time 
chairman when British Gas 
demerged earlier this year. 
But exploration is key to BG’s 
development and the com¬ 
pany is unlikely to. want to 
divert a substantial cash injec¬ 
tion into die operation. 

BG. which told the MMC it 
had clean-up obligations of 
£421 million as opposed to the 
£350 million quoted by Mr 
Hampton, said ir may have to 
pay about £400 million extra 
in developing the land for sale. 
However, it has made no 
provision for such an experts e. 

The company said: “No¬ 
body knows exactly how much 
this property is worth. Its 
value is dependent on the 
property market, which is 
unpredictable. As of die end of 
1996, BG had provisions total¬ 
ling £400 million for the 
statutory decontamination of 
land. We may have to spend 
that much again on additional 
work for the land to be 
developed." 

BG has already started sell¬ 
ing key sites such as a 32-acre 
site in Chelsea Harbour, west 
London, for between £25 io 
£30 million to Berkeley 
Group. Berkeley is planning a 
£100 million residential and 
commercial d evelopment. 

Commentary, page 29 ■ 



Fifth profits 
warning from 
BTR knocks 
12% off shares 


By Adam Jones 


Holding all the aces: Alan Goodenough announced a breakthrough for LCI in Las Vegas 


BTR shares fell more than 12 
per cent yesterday after the 
conglomerate issued its fifth 
profits warning since Septem¬ 
ber 1994. 

BTR said (hat economic 
difficulties in Asia and South 
America were hitting automo¬ 
tive sales in the second half of 
its financial year. 

Combined with the early 
disposal of businesses in its 
restructuring programme, 
plus further pafo from the 
strength of sterling, the emerg¬ 
ing markets problems will 
leave second-half profits 
"more or less” at their restated 
firsr-half level of £565 million. 

Ian Strachan, BTR chief 
executive, said: “This is expect¬ 
ed to carry over into 1998."The 
shares closed at UQ^p. down 
from 20Sp. He said BTR had 
sales of about £900 million in 
emerging markets such as 
Brazil. China, Korea and Ma¬ 
laysia last year, with about 
£300 million coming from 
South America. 

He said the automobile 
market in Brazil had been 
severely hurt by a sudden 
doubling in interest rates. The 
majority of cars in Brazil are 
bought using consumer credit. 

The financial instability in 
the Far East an d So uth-East 
Asia has also hit BTR automo¬ 
tive exports, such as axles, 
from Australia to Korea and 
Indonesia. BTR said both 
Brazil and Australia's automo¬ 
tive divisions’ full-year conrri- 


LCI places bets in Las Vegas Bristol & West claims 

By Dominic Walsh • . first place in Isa race 


LONDON Chibs internation¬ 
al the casino operator, moved 
a step doser to becoming the 
first British company to enter 
the world’s most famous gam¬ 
ing market after securing a 
stake in a significant develop¬ 
ment in Las Vegas. 

A year after signing a letter 
of intent LCI announced 
yesterday that it has signed a 
conditional deal to pay $50 
million (£30 million) for a 25 
per cent stake in Aladdin 
Gaming, the company behind 
a planned redevelopment of 


By Dominic Walsh 

the Aladdin Hotel and Casino 
on the ‘Strip’. 

When the complex opens in 
2000 it will have 2,600 bed¬ 
rooms until around 2,800 slot 
machines and 90 gaming 
tables. LCCs stake will also 
give it a share of profits in an 
adjacent scheme for a Planet 
Hollywood hotel and casino. 

Alan Goodenough. chief ex¬ 
ecutive of LCI. said: “We 
think the Aladdin project is a 
massive break for this com¬ 
pany.” 

The news came as LCI 


suffered a drop in half-year 
pre-tax profits from £19.9 mil¬ 
lion to £14.4 million as high- 
rollers at the Ritz dub and 
Rendezvous enjoyed a lucky 
streak. However, the situation 
since "had totally corrected 
itself*, and trading in the first 
eight months of the current 
year was now ahead of last 
year. Earnings per share 
reached 6.9p (8.9p) and the 
interim dividend, to be paid 
on January'30. stays at 2.625p. 

Tempos, page 31 


BRISTOL & WEST is daiming 
to have launched the first in a 
new' range of savings products 
linked to the Individual Sav¬ 
ings Account — Isa — unveiled 
by the Treasury this week 
(Marianne Curphey writes). 

The product was conceived 
in just three days after the 
Treasury's announcement on 
Tuesday and is on offer 16 
months ahead of Isa’s introduc¬ 
tion in April I99Q. Financial 
services providers are keen to 
share in the nett Isa market. 

The Bristol & West account 


can be opened with just E10 
and the maximum investment 
is £1.000. Ir will pay fixed-rate 
interest of 7.2 per cent gross 
over a year, or the equivalent 
of 10 per cent over the lb 
months before die Isa starts. 

.An investor will lose all in- 
lerest on money removed be¬ 
fore the maturity date of May 
b. 1999. If no money is taken 
out, ail interest will be paid on 
maturity and ihe aim is ro pay 
it tax-free under Isa rules. 

Isa Special pages 62-64 


Goldman Sachs stars set for $20m bonus 


From Oliver August 

IN NEW YORK 

GOLDMAN: SACHS, the US 
investment bank, will kick off 
the bonus season with record 
payouts to its 190 partners 
next week. Sources claim the 
partners will receive a mini¬ 
mum of $4 million (£2.4 
million) each, while some star 
performers can expea more 
than $20 million. 


A spectacularly good year 
for the last remaining partner¬ 
ship on Wall Street will boost 
pay packages by up ro 40 per 
cent, even after the pay bon¬ 
anza last year. Managing 
directors, some earning a 
relatively modest $150,000 in 
base salary, will get an aver¬ 
age of $1.5 million. 

Negotiations over bonuses 
have dominated business at 
the bank for the last few weeks 


and traders and deaJ-makers 
will use this weekend to make 
last-ditch attempts to flatter 
and bully their bosses into 
increasing payouts. Final fig¬ 
ures will be announced in 
New York and London on 
Thursday. 

According to former em¬ 
ployees. the bonus negotia¬ 
tions are poisoning the 
atmosphere every year. Roy 
Smith, a business school tutor 


who used to be a Goldman 
partner said: “There is a 
certain animal character to 
this. Relatively few people are 
made very happy, even if their 
bonuses are very large.” 

Goldman Sachs declined to 
comment on the compensation 
of its partners. But headhunt¬ 
ers have confirmed the pay 
levels. One said: "There is now 
something called The Phone 
Club. To be a member, your 


pay cheque has to be bigger 
than your phone number. 1 
have heard executives talk 
about comparing phone bills 
or even getting a new phone 
number to get membership." 
New York has seven-digit 
phone numbers. 

By the end of the bonus 
season, about 1,000 Wall 
Street bankers are expected to 
have been paid more than $1 
million each. 


bunons will be significantly 
down on 1996. Nylex Malay- 
***• J be specialist engineer 
supplying swjichgear to Ma¬ 
laysia and South-East Asia, 
has also been hit by the 
region’s economic slowdown. 

BTR recently announced the 
disposal of the bulk of its 
polymers products division in 
a £515 million management 
buyout. It said the disposal 
was ahead of schedule. 

Mr Strachan said the pound 
had strengthened since BTR’s 
interim result: were announced 
in September, when its was 
estimated that profits would be 
cut by £20 million on transla¬ 
tion from foreign currencies in 
the second half. This estimated 
figure was increased yesterdav 
to £52 million. 

The strength of the pound is 
also damaging BTR’s ability 
to compete with other export¬ 
ers and domestic producers 
overseas. This transactional 
currency' effect wifi be higher 
in the second half than in the 
first, when i( was about £11 
million. Mr Strachan would 
not estimate huw much the 
increase would be. 

BTR also announced yester¬ 
day that it is to be reclassified 
from January I99S as an 
engineering company in the 
London share lists, after a 
decision by the FTSE Actu¬ 
aries Industry- Classification 
Comntinee this week. 

Tempus. page 31 


TODAY 


STOCK MARKET 
INDICES 

FTSE 100. SI 42.9 (+60.8) 

—. 3.17% 
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Stay with 
UK, Brown 
urges 
Wall St 

From Oliver august 

IN NEW YORK 

GORDON BROWN, the 
Chancellor, last night urged 
Wall Street to maintain its 
presence in Britain even 
though the UK will not join 
European monetary union in 
the first wave. 

He told an audience of top 
bankers and executives at the 
British American Chamber of 
Commerce: “Whatever jour 
views on the euro may be. my 
message is simple. This Brit¬ 
ish Government is determined 
to maximise your business 
opportunities after 1999. Brit¬ 
ish economic policies will go 
on being right for business. 

“Britain will continue to 
lead Europe towards ever 
freer trade and more open 
markets. And Britain will 
continue to be the best place in 
Europe from which to exploit 
the new business opportuni¬ 
ties after 1999. 

’"Britain is now set on a 
course based on our commit¬ 
ment ro the principle of a 
single currency, and our strat¬ 
egy' for preparations now. so 
that if the Government recom¬ 
mends it early in the next 
Parliament, the people of Brit¬ 
ain can deride.” 

Mr Brown said Europe's 
corporatise follies of the past 
would not be repeated under 
monetary union. 


G iven the huge number of 
acronvmous savings schemes 
brought to us by the Tories — 
Tessas. Peps. Furbs (eh?) and the like — 
ji wa« no surprise this week when new 
Labour announced it was bringing us 
the Isa (individual savings accounts). 

\VTiile this was generally perceived to 
be a valiant attempt to persuade millions 
more to save, thrifty Middle England 
immediacy took umbrage at the 
F SU U00 ceiling put on the scheme. Those 
who used the previous regime to budd 
up tax-free savings of more rhan £50.000 
felt justifiably aggrieved at bemg told 
[ht-v ttould now have to pay tax on 

am'thins over that amount 

The week started with the headlines 
dominated by another set of initials, 
j M r a> it emerged that the Internation¬ 
al Muneta:v Fund had finally reached 



A WEEK IN THE CITY 



agreement on a $57 billion rescue 
package for South Korea’s ailing econo¬ 
my. 'Hie rescue immediately revived 
hopes that the Asian financial crisis may 
yet be salvageable, although it failed to 
prevent Samsung, one of South Korea’s 
“big four” conglomerates or chaebol, 
from shelving plans for a £450 million 
investment on Teesside. 

Back in London, JP Morgan, the US 
investment bank, suspended two of its 
traders as the Stock Exchange launched 
an investigation into a Aunty ontores 
deals last week that sent the FTS»E 100 
diving 38 points in the final minutes of 


Friday trading. It seems the traders 
broke the rules by dumping stocks such 
as Glaxo Wellcome and SmilhKline 
Beecham into a thin market The 
episode served to heighten fears that 
Sets, the new automated settlement 
system, has left the market vulnerable to 
deliberate manipulation. 

On Tuesday, .NatWest finally bit the 
bullet and announced the sale of its 
NatWest Markets arm for £179 million 
to Bankers Trust and Deutsche Morgan 
Grenfell. 

in the wake of Bardays's exit from 
BZW, the move brought down the 


curtain on ill-fated attempts by UK 
banks to establish themselves as global 
players in investment banking. Mean¬ 
while, attempts by Hambros to pep up 
its lacklustre performance were given a 
boost by suggestions that Generate of 
Belgium was in talks to buy its 
commercial banking arm. 

Over in the brewing sector, Bass 
created a flurry of unwelcome headlines 
as it took a £177 million hit on its Gala 
bingo dubs, a traditional British pas¬ 
time that has never really recovered 
from the arrival of the National Lottery 
three years ago. In rerent weeks, those in 


the know have been saying Bass is 
looking to cut its losses and head for the 
exit However. Sir Ian Prosser, chair¬ 
man. pressed the usual “no comment” 
button, leaving no one any the wiser. He 
was equally tightlipped on what he 
plans to do with the £2 billion war chest 
the group has built up. 

Equally predictable was Thursday's 
news that the Prudential has again 
missed a crucial deadline for dealing 
with its most serious cases of pensions 
mis-selling. This, just three weeks after 
Sir Peter Davis, the chief executive, (who 
funnily enough doesn't seem quite so 


keen on the Man from the Pro epithet 
these days) apologised on national TV 
for his company's part in the £4 billion 
pensions scandal. 

As grumbles over Isa rumbled on 
through the week, the Government 
moved to deflect the criticism by claim¬ 
ing the estimates of the number of 
people adversely affected were “totally 
ludicrous”; the likely figure was more 
like 350,000-450.000 rather than the 
750,000 cited at Tuesday's launch. 

But if you still foil into the ‘losers’ 
category, why not follow the lead of 
Geoffrey Robinson, the multimillionaire 
Paymaster General who launched the 
scheme, and put your excess savings 
offshore? Then start dreaming of that 
villa in Tuscany. 

Dominic Walsh 
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IMF sees Asian crisis hitting world economy 


ByJamet Bush 

ECONOMICS ERITOK 

THE International Monetary Fund 
said yesterday that the .Asian costs will 
cut growth in the world economy next 
year to 35 per cenr from 4 3 per cent. 

Stanley Fischer, IMF first demity 
managing director, said that detailed 
figures would he published in a special 
interim World Economic Outlook on 
December 22. The IMF usually pub¬ 


lishes the WEO twice a year bur. 
responding to the Asian crisis, is 
releasing an updated forecast Tor 
only the second time. The first was 
after the !QS7 stock market crash. 

Mr Fischer said that strong eco¬ 
nomic performances in America 3nd 
Europe were helping to offset the 
impact of turmoil in Asia but that the 
outlook in Asia and Japan had 
worsened significantly since the last 
WEO in September. He predicted 


growth in South Korea would drop to 
a range between 25 and 3 per cenr. 
This compares with average annual 
growth over rhe past three decades of 
8.6 per cent. 

Mr Fischer was speaking on the 
day that South Korea announced the 
details of a $57 billion (£33.5 billion) 
bail-out from the IMF whose condi¬ 
tions include the closing of insolvent 
banks and a dramatic liberalisation 
of the stock market. The South 


Korean stock market rallied almost 7 
per ceni but the bond market 
crashed. Fears of sweeping corporate 
defaults sent overnight call money 
rates in the money markets to their 
limit of 25 per cent. 

The expected impact on world 
growth from Asia’s turmoil leaves 
US policymakers with a conundrum. 
The US Federal Reserve was widely 
thought to have desisted from raising 
rates at its last meeting on November 


Top Swiss banks 
expected to seal 
£36bn merger 






SHARES in Union Bank of 
Switzerland and Swiss Bank 
Corporation, two of the top 
three Swiss banks, soared 
yesterday in the belief that the 
rwo will" shortly announce a 
merger that would value the 
pair at $60 billion (E36 billion). 

The two banks have held 
merger discussions. Once com¬ 
bined they would aim to attack 
the American market via 
another takeover. Yesterday 
neither bank would confirm 
the talks or the imminency of 
an announcement. 

UBS directors have Men 


By Our Financial Staff 

spurred by the presence on the 
shareholders' register of Mar- 
rin Ebner, who believes the 
best way ahead for the bank is 
to merge and rationalise. 
Shares in UBS rose 39 francs 
to Swfr1,930 and SBC rose 12 
francs to Swfr443. 

SBC shares have gained 
roughly 25 per cent in the past 
six weeks, while UBS has 
risen around 30 per cent. The 
rises have dragged the entire 
Swiss market up by 15 percent 
in the past six weeks. 

UBS's traditional culture as 
an old-style bank where em- 




Lloyd’s ban broker 
for dishonesty 


By Adam Jones 


A LLOYD'S of London in¬ 
surance broker has been 
banned from the market for. 
life and fined £20.000 after 
admitting that he concealed 
a customer’s criminal record 
from his employers. 

David Martin, a senior 
executive director of Special 
Risk Services, a division of 
the Minet Group, had been 
approached by the custom¬ 
er. a company director, in 
October 1995. 

Mr Martin commissioned 
a report from a private 
investigator on the director. 
This revealed that the direc¬ 
tor had been sentenced to 


three years' imprisonment 
for fraud, and concluded 
that he should not be dealt 
with. 

But Mr Martin fabricat¬ 
ed a different report pur¬ 
porting to come from the 
same investigator, which 
made no mention of the 
criminal record and rec¬ 
ommended him as a busi¬ 
ness partner. 

The Lloyd’s Disciplin¬ 
ary Tribunal said that it 
was “an act of calculated 
dishonesty by a senior 
employee in a position of 
trust”. Mr Martin also has 
to pay costs of £5.000. 


ployees complain they are not 
allowed telephone answering 
machines, contrasts with 
SBC's strength in IT. 

SBC's interests include SBC 
Brinson, the Chicago-based 
asset management firm, as 
well as SG Warburg, the 
British merchant bank now 
fused with Dillon Read. UBS 
owns PDFM in London, the 
fund manager that has per¬ 
sisted in hofding cash despite 
the strong gains in equities. 
UBS is slightly larger when 
measured by assets, would 
bring volume and increase the 
possibility for both to gain the 
needed mass for tackling glob¬ 
al markets. 

file Swiss have become 
more open to the idea of mega- 
mergers following rhe relative 
success of the Novartis phar¬ 
maceuticals merger between 
Ciba-Geigy and Sandoz last 
year. However, a UBS-SBC 
deal would have big implica¬ 
tions for staff involved in the 
domestic banking operations. 

Rainer Gut. the Credit 
Suisse chairman, put UBS in 
the merger frame last year by 
suggesting publicly that a 
merger could help solve the 
problems that banks face in 
the increasingly competitive 
European marker. 

Nikolaus Serin, then UBS 
chairman, publicly rejected 
the offer. But in August Credit 
Suisse and the Winterthur 
insurance group announced a 
merger. Subsequently Zurich 
Insurance Group merged with 
the financial activities of BAT. 

Commentary, page 29 
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Bruce Cohen aims to open more Courts stores 


12 because of Asia’s troubles. 

But the domestic economy came 
back on the agenda with a vengeance 
yesterday with a very strong US jobs 
report The US unemployment rate 
fell to 4.6 per cent in November from 
4.7 per cent in October, the lowest 
rate since October 1973. The Treasury 
bond market fell by a' full point in 
reaction- However, the Dow Jones 
industrial average opened sharply 
higher. 


Courts is 
held back 
by turmoil 
in Asia 

By Our Cm Staff 


THE TURMOIL in South- 
East Asia and the cost of 
expansion in the North of 
England held back growth in 
profits for Courts, the UK and 
international furniture and 
electrical appliances retailer. 

Courts lifted pre-tax p r o fi t s 
from £956 million to £9.71 
milli on in the six months to 
September 28 on sales up 16 
per cent, to £210 milli on. 

The dividend rises 5 per 
cent, to L05p, out of earnings 
per share down from 9.7p to 
7.46p. The fall in earnings was 
put down to a change in the 
mix of profit contribution 
from countries with differing 
rates of taxation. 4 

The company said that cur¬ 
rency exposure and expan¬ 
sion within the British Isles 
would affect short-term re¬ 
sults. “We remain confident 
in oar long-term strategy of 
maintaining an international 
spread of businesses and as¬ 
sets,” it said. 

Courts now has 94 stores in 
Britain. 59 in South-East Asia, 
76 in the Caribbean and 34 in 
the Pacific/Indian Ocean 
area. On Asia, the company 
says .that it remains “confi¬ 
dent and committed to die 
region”. 

Bruce Cohen, chief execu¬ 
tive and managing director of 
Courts, said: “Trading both in 
the British Isles and overseas 
in the second half-year so far 
is ahead of the comparable 
period last year.” 

Mr Cohen said that he 
expects to open six more 
superstores in the UK in the 
second half and II electrical 
departments. “A further ten 
superstores are planned to 
open in 1998799,” he added. 

The shares fell 16p to 4414 p. 
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Knight Williams 
compensation cut 


By John Givens 


The Fundays are here! Every new member 
of The Fun Club receives this fantastic FC 
Funfax, plus a £5 voucher from Britain's 
favourite children’s book 
club. The Red House. 

Your Fun Club ■ VsArl Pm ! 

Funfax is packed full 
of activities and things to 
do. It contains a diary, I uifffP-f 

address book, stickers, a iBlBf 

pencil case, pen, pencil and ^ 

ruler, jokes, puzzles and a llflll A 

special FC fact file. Our new | 

FC fact files contain all sorts of k JgjS 

interesting facts, plus you can ’fe- S 
cut them out of The Funday ,« 

Times and keep them in the 
special plastic pocket in your • jjaJB 
Funfax! 

CALL THE FUN ) IBm 
CLUB HOTLINE! / fg||§ 

To get your new Fun Club / 

pack In time few Christmas, / 
ask an adult to call our credit / 
card hotfine this week! / 


; J. j ^ 
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. (remember to ask,; 
. -.your parent's 
permission first) or’ ’! 
write to us at .j 

The Red House, - ! 
Freepost (SCE 2665), 
Witney, Oxon. OX8 5YZ 


A 72-YEAR-OLD widow who 
was one of the victims of 
Knight Williams, the failed 
independent financial adviser, 
has suffered another blow in 
her campaign to win compen¬ 
sation after an offer made by 
the Investors Compensation 
Scheme was cut by E2.000, a 
decrease of 20 per cent, before 
she had a chance to accept it 
The pensioner, who has 
asked not to be named, re¬ 
ceived a letter from the ICS in 
November offering £1051856 
as compensation for a Friends 
Provident fund sold to her by 
Knight Williams, which ar¬ 
ranged investments for 
around 24.000 retired people 


in the 1980s before hitting 
problems earlier this decade. 

However, before she was 
able to accept the offer, 
another letter arrived from the 
ICS saying that new informa¬ 
tion had come to light and that 
the compensation payable was 
being reduced by almost 
£2.000. to £8568.93. 

The ICS gave no details ex¬ 
plaining the change, and a 
spokesman for the government 
agency said it could not discuss 
individual cases. Friends Prov¬ 
ident a mutual, said that it is 
looking into the matter. 

. The Knight Wiliams Action 
Group has complained to the 
Treasury about the change. 


Hamble helped by 
demand from Boeing 
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BOEING has increased de¬ 
mand for aircraft parts pro¬ 
duced by Aerostructures 
Hamble. the EIS Group sub¬ 
sidiary. by committing itself to 
an extra $140 million (£85 
million) in orders (Adam 
Jones wrires). 

Production of leading edges 
for the wings of the Boeing 
737-700 will increase from four 
a month to as many as 14 a 
month by 1999. Boeing and 


Airbus are both experiencing 
massive demand from airlines 
for their commercial planes. 
Supply of- Hamble's major 
wing structures for die Boeing 
CI7 Globemaster will also 
increase. 

EIS also announced yester¬ 
day the sale of Francis Shaw 
Rubber Machinery and PRC 
Fabrications to a subsidiary of 
Farrel Corporation-of the US 
for £65 million in cash. 
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Chelsea Village will 

buy stadium freehold 

srassstsa;“SssS'l 

Stamford Bridge stadium wth part 
million eurobond issue. it f aM JS'2S 
Chelsea is paying £12.4 million for the balance of the 
2SS5 on ttesiK. in West London. The ate israajorny- 
owned by Stardust Investments, oneof the companies run by 
the executors of the Matthew Harding est^ Nlr Hardm?. a 
former Chelsea vice-chairman, was killed in.a helicopter 

a< TlterefftofSepnjceeds of the bond issue will be used to pay 
off £29 million of debt and to fund the completion of the 
development of Stamford Bridge. Midue! RusseU Cn^e 
director, said. The funds have been ring-fenced m such a way 
that they cannot be spent on players- Chelsea wiu shortly open 
a 160-room hotel at Stamford Bridge and it has also built some 
40 apartments at the stadium. Finishing touches are being 
made to the hotel, which is set to open by early January. 
Chelsea, coached by Roud Gullit and boasting an array of 
foreign players, is second in the 20-team Premiership. 

Direct Line returns 

A TELEVISION advertisement for Direct Line that was 
suspended after complaints from rival insurers is to be 
rebroadcast in the new year. It was suspended last month 
while the Independent Television Commission investigated 
complaints that it was misleading and showed traditional 
insurance brokers in a damaging way. The ITC rejected three 
of tiie four areas of complaint and Direct Line has altered the 
script to address the fourth area of complaint, concerning 
claim s- han dling procedures of traditional brokers. The ITC 
did not uphold a complaim against a claim that people who 
switched from a broker to Direct Line could save 15 per cent. 

Phytopharm’s £3m loss 

PHYTOPHARM. the biotechnology company whose shares have 
fallen sharply from 210b p to 45p this year, sought to reassure 
investors about prospects yesterday despite reporting a rise in 
pre-tax losses to £3 million (£564,909 loss) in the year to rhe end of 
August. The company, which develops traditional herbal 
remedies from China and Africa, has 12 products in development 
and talks under way to licence various products for the drugs 
market. Turnover was £45.000. against £934,000 in 1996, when 
there was an £800.000 fund from Rhone-Pbulienc Rorer to 
develop Zemaphyte, an eczema drug. Losses were 9.92p a share 
(254p loss) and there is again no dividend. 

JLT in £4m deal 

JARD1NE LLOYD THOMPSON has acquired an interest in 
two companies involved in the financial risks business for up 
to $72 million (E45 million). JLT has entered into an option 
agreement with Henrik Berggren and other executives to buy 
their interests in two newly formed companies. JLT Financial 
Solutions, a Swedish company, and Financial Solutions, a 
Bermudan company. The companies were formed to own 
and develop the existing financial insurance portfolio run by 
the management, including the political and credit risk 
business formerly of the Max Mattiiiessen Group, newly 
aoquined by JLT Financial Solutions. 

EU inflation dips 

INFLATION in the European Union fell slightly, to 1.7 
per cent in October, from 1.8 per cent in September, the 
EU’s statistics- agency reported yesterday. EU inflation 
stood at 23 per cent in October last year, Eurostat said. 
In October this year, the lowest rate was in Ireland, at 05 
per cent Greece was by far die worst performer, at 4.6 
per cenL Inflation in Britain, as calculated by the EU. 
was 1.9 per cent. The lowest rates were registered in 
France and Austria, at 1.1 per cent while German 
inflation stood at 1.4 per cent. The EU rate compares to 
2.1 per cent in America and 25 per cent in Japan. 

Gooch to have £17m tag 

GOOCH & HOUSEGO, a maker of precision optical 
components, has issued a prospectus outlining its plan to 
raise £5.9 million with a placing of shares on the AIM at I05p. 
Archie Gooch, chairman, said: “We have been delighted with 
the response from investors. Trading in the current financial 
year is in line with expectations, and our order book is strong, 
particularly in the acoustio-optic division.” Dealings should 
start on December 12 and the group will be capitalised at 
£17.75 million. Of the £5.9 million being raised. £3.9 million is 
for existing shareholders and £2 million for the company. 

WF buys Grants 

WF ELECTRICAL has acquired Grants Electrical Supplies, 
an independent private company, for up to £28 million. 
Grants is an electrical distributor supplying a broad base of 
customers, including industrial users, local authorities and 
electrical contractors. Hie consideration is expected to be 
between £27 million and a maximum of £25 milli on, subject 
to possible adjustment when the audited profits. Before 
management charges of £247.000. WF Electrical said Grants 
achieved pre-tax profits of £344,000 for the year ended March 
1997, on rales of £6.6 miUion. 
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Open outcry peters out 
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THE London International 
Financial Futures and Op¬ 
tions Exchange (Liffe) and the 
Chicago Board of Trade have 
agreed to suspend their open 
outcry linkage. 

Liffe said the move, which 
comes into effect from the 
dose of business on December 
17, means that US Treasury 
bond futures and futures op¬ 
tions will no longer trade on 
Liffe's floor. German govern¬ 
ment bond futures and futures 
options will no longer trade on 
tne CBOT floor. 

The linkage is being ended 


By Martin Barrow 

“due to a lack of trading 
volume". Liffe said a review 
had concluded the market 
does not require the liquidity 
and responsiveness of open 
outcry for contracts traded 
outside Liffe's normal trading 
hours. 

Jack Wrigglesworth. Life 
chairman, said: "This oat- 
come is naturally a disap¬ 
pointment” He added: “The 
market though, has clearly 
shown its preference for using 
an electronic trading platform 
for after-hours trading.” 
Liffe's automated pit trading 


system now deals with 27,000 
contracts on an average daily 
basis. 

The Liffe-CBOT Open out¬ 
cry linkage was launched in 
May after a 1995 agreement 
to set up an open outcry 
finkage as a way to capture 
business for their respective 
products during trading 
hours outside their time 
zones. 

A CBOT spokesman said 
the two exchanges would 
“pursue other strategic oppor¬ 
tunities” to support their 
partnership. 
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nomic messages: 
that the Union 


■ ythat the Union Bank 
Corporation of Switzer¬ 
land is being conceived. This 
product of UBS and SBC would 
then twister itself with die ac¬ 
quisition of a major US player 
a ™ he prepared to take on -the 
emerging premier league of the 
investment banking world. 

It was the realisation that they 
could not afford to play in that 
league which persuaded Bar¬ 
clays and then National West¬ 
minster to give up the game. The 
emerging Swiss mammoth will 

i H'atch for the handful of 
global giants which are deter¬ 
mined to dominate the banking 
in the next century but the 
British houses, and particularly 
their shareholders, were not 
prepared to put up the capital 
necessary to come near to 
competing. 

Not so long ago, they argued 
ranvmcingiy die case tor scale. 
Clients deserving of the fashion¬ 
able description “global" de¬ 
manded bankers who were 
equally international, they said. 
The one-stop shop was the shape 
of the future. The huge current 
success of organisations such as 
Merrill Lynch would seem to 
amply support that view. 

But now. with the clear vision 
bom of necessity, it seems that 
NatWest is taking a fresh look at 
the demands of the market place. 
And what does it find? The 
NatWest name over the door of 
its corporate finance business is . 
not an asset at ail and it is to go. 


Swiss banks on a roll 


The bank will provide the capital 
clout that is needed but remain a 
discreetly anonymous backer. 
Those chaps from Hambro 
Magan, who little more than a 
year ago cost NatWest a very 
generous rumoured £500 rrul- 
uon, are now to be spared the 
indignity of working under the 
high street banner. 

Along with the remains of 
County NatWest, the corporate 
advisory business is to be 
rebranded and the executives 

f tven the chance to take a stake. 

he banking parent will retain a 
controlling shareholding in 
NotWest, which aims to r^ain 
the boutique status Hambro 
Magan enjoyed before succumb¬ 
ing to last year's irresistible offer. 

George Magan in his most 
creative corporate financier 
mode could not have been ex¬ 
pected to produce a happier 
scenario for himself ana his 
colleagues. 

They will be able to celebrate 
their good fortune in good com¬ 
pany,Tor the City is preparing for 
another round of bumper bo¬ 
nuses after the hectic activity of 
the last year. Howard Davies, 
the chairman of the infant Finan¬ 
cial Services Authority, has al¬ 
ready warned that the scale of 
City rewards will be bound to 


COMMENTARY 

by our City Editor 


cause unrest in less well remu¬ 
nerated corners of the country 
He is undoubtedly right Those 
who begrudge the Cily its sal¬ 
aries are not impressed by the 
argument that jobs in the Square 
■ Mile are precarious. But that is 
the case, and foe Swiss banking 
merger is likely to put paid to 
another swathe. Most victims, 
however, languish at the lower 
end of the salary scale, in the 
back offices where savings are 
easily made. 

Time for BG to turn 
on to lower bills 

W e have seen a little 
recovery in the property 
market lately. But for 
BG, the operators of the Transco 
gas pipeline, it seems there has 
been an almighty boom. 

Several months ago after the 
bitter fighting between the com¬ 
pany ana the industry regulator 
over pricing curbs for Transco, 


BG told the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission that it 
would rationalise its properly 
portfolio but “did not expect to 
make an overall profit for such a 
rationalisation" 

In a swift volte-face it recently 
said that it could drum up about 
£800 million from its property 
portfolio while incurring about 
£350 million of liabilities in 
environmental requirements to 
dean up the contaminated land. 
BG has more than 1,000 sites in 
its property portfolio, many of 
them prime city centre locations 
which developers would love to 
get their hands on. Its idea, 
finance director Philip Hampton 
waxed, was to boost the opera¬ 
tions of its exploration arm with 
the proceeds. 

But not so fast if the regulator 
has anything to do with it BG’s 
declaration on its property assets 
to the MMC was made so that a 
foil picture of its financial make¬ 
up could be assembled and 
therefore a reasonable rate of 


return be assessed. That way the 
company gets what is deemed 
fair and the customers of the 
monopoly pay what is fair. 

If BG has had a sudden and 
surprising upturn in its expecta¬ 
tions from its property portfolio — 
for surely that must be the case 
rather than it was in any way 
forgetful or confused about the 
figures it gave to the MMC — then 
customers should benefit too. 

The scale of the discrepancy is 
not insubstantial — £14 off mils 
for a year at Qfeas'S highest 
estimate, £7 at its Lowest Those 
who find it hard to heal their 
homes in the winter would rather 
BG share its surprising fortune 
than pump it into oil and gas 
exploration that will eventually 
translate to shareholder profits. 

The battle between BG and Of- 
gas over Transco’S pricing was 
fierce. Philip Rogerson, the deputy 
chairman, said the curbs amount¬ 
ed to the "biggest smash and grab 
raid" in corporate history. The 
company then ate its words when 


the MMC asked-for an even 
greater cut in bffjLs than the 
regulator had pressed for. Post¬ 
uring from companies and regul¬ 
ators is part of die regulatory 
game. But the forecasts they offer 
to the MMC should be sacro¬ 
sanct Now BG should eat its 
figures along with its words and 
pledge that customers will also 
see some of its property boom. 

Collective memory 
loss helps markets 

R emember October, when 
Eastern markets fen off 
the cliff and Western ones 
miraculously dung on to an 
overhang about an eighth of the 
way down? Those whose time 
horizon stretches, bade that for' 
are in a shrinking minority. 

After the upsurge of the past 
two days, supposedly fed by the 
IMF's deal with Korea, London’s 
FTSE-100 share index is about 
2h per cent off its peak and still 
up a quarter in 1997 with three 
vreeks to go. On Wall Street the 
Dow is up almost as much and is 
even nearer its best. 

Are Western financial markets 
merely convalescing from an 
unaccountable dizzy spell? Well, 
no. On the IMFs updated but 


still less than hystai<»l forecast, 

a fifth wilJ be lopped off thewnrld 

economy’s potential for 1998. tak¬ 
ing growth down from per 
cent to 35 per cent. The last time 
the IMF changed forecast mid¬ 
stream was after the 19S7 crash- 

After a buoyant 1997, Bnfaw 

should not manage anything lute 
that. UK interest rates have risen 
again and will certainly nse 
several notches further unless 
the economy almost grinds to a 
halt in the first half of next year. 
Projections of growth m com¬ 
pany earnings are shrinking by 
the month and profit warnings 
lini-pd to sterling outnumber 
happy surprises. 

As so often, bulls hope for 
more takeovers but depend on an 
old war horse. The Fed’s Alan 
Greenspan continues to guide 
the US economy briskly and 
skilfully along the tightrope be¬ 
tween inflation and recession. He 
lad better keep it up. 

A good idea 

THE Innovations catalogue falls 
through the nation's letterboxes, 
bursting with present ideas for 
the person who has everything 
except a device for keeping 
spiders out of the bath or moles 
out of the garden. John Hoerner 
bought it for Burton as a quick 
way to learn the direct mail 
business. When he sold it to GUS 
for a small profit, he held onto 
the Innovations offshoot he 
wanted and the man with the 
direct mail brains. That's cute. 


Betterware 
poised to 
quit market 
in buyout 


By Fraser Nelson 


BETTERWARE, the door¬ 
step retailer, is set to end its 
turbulent history on foe 
stock market through a 
leveraged buyout tabled' by 
Peter Hartley, its managing 
director, and Paul Turner, 
its finance director. 

Andrew Cohen, whose 
family controls just under 
half of the company, is 
understood to have agreed 
in principle to the deal and 
is set to sell out for about £50 
million in cash. 

Betterware shares, which 


H&C sells 
petfood 
business 

By Martin Barrow 

THE restructuring of Har¬ 
risons & Cros field took 
another step forward yes¬ 
terday when the company 
announced the sale of its 
Edward Baker petfoods 
business lo Ralston Purina 
for £1063 million. 

The divestment is the 
latest stage in the stream¬ 
lining of the former con¬ 
glomerate into a focused 
speciality chemicals busi¬ 
ness. Last month the com¬ 
pany sold its Harcros 
builders merchants chain 
to M«yer International for 
£318 million. 

Early next year H&C 
proposes to return to its 
shareholders £359 miilioa 
equivalent to 50p a share. 
More money may be re¬ 
turned if the company, 
which is to be renamed 
Elementis, cannot identify 
suitable acquisitions in the 
chemicals sector. 

Edward Baker produces 
extruded and baked pet 
foods for the grocery and 
pet trade markets across 
Europe. The business was 
acquired by H&C in 1989 
and was subsequently ex¬ 
panded via the purchase of 
petfood Service, a Dutch 

supplier of diy pet food, in 
1995. Last year the busi¬ 
ness earned operating 
profits of £8.6 million on 
sates of £71.1 million. 

proceeds from the latest 
disposal will be used to 
reduce borrowings. The 
shares rose 6hp »I23fc|h 


have crumbled in value over 
the past three years, rose 4*2p 
to 102^ yesterday after a 10 per 
cent rise the day before. The 
company is now valued at 
£107 million. 

Neither Mr Hartley, Mr 
Turner nar Mr Cohen were 
available for .comment 
yesterday.- 

. Mr Turner was been in his 
job for less then nine months, 
and he and Mr Hanley are 
said to have been taking 
greater control over the com¬ 
pany as Mr Cohen took a 
more relaxed position. 

The news was greeted with 
disbelief in the City yesterday, 
as analysts said a buyout 
would deprive shareholders of 
the widely expected recoveiy 
in its profits. 

Betterware is only 16 per 
cent owned by leading institu¬ 
tions, and 47.9 per cent owned 
by its present directors. 

If Mr Hartley and Mr 
Turner have Mr Cohen'S sup¬ 
port. they need win over only 
one institution to have the 
offer backed. 

A spokesman for die at¬ 
tempted bidders said: “Bet- 
terware isn't going to be a 
dazzling performer. It has no 
big acquisition plans, and It 
isn't going ro stun the market 
with much else. The question 
is whether ir should continue 
to be a public company, and 
the answer is probably nor" 

He pointed out that Mr 
Cohen has been easing away l 
from the front-line manage¬ 
ment of the company over the : 
past few years, and has been , 
building up other business 
interests. ! 

If an offer was made at JlOp 
a share, this would provide an 
exit multiple of 14 times fore¬ 
cast earnings. 

The company was expeaed 
to raise profits by 9 per cent to 
EI2J5 million this year and 
deliver £13.9 million after¬ 
wards. 

Betterware joined the mar¬ 
ket II years ago. It has steadily 
been paying the Cohen family 
around £ 1-2 million a year in 
dividends ever since, with an 
extra £4.6 million dividend in 
April through a special 
dividend. 

Three years ago. Mr Cohen 
raised £31 million from selling 
a large part of the stake just 
before a series of profits 
warnings sent the market 
value rumbling fay 82 per cent. 



RJB halts 100 
job losses at 
Yorkshire pit 

By Christine Buckley, industrial correspondent 


Michael Shallow, left, finance director, David McCall, chairman, and Tim Bridge, chief executive, toast success 

Greene King profits leap 26% 


By Dom inic Walsh 

GREENE KING, foe Suffolk 
brewer and pubs group, 
shrugged off recent gloom 
over the viability of the “local" 
with interim pre-tax profits up 
by 26 per cent to £19.1 million. 

Shares in the group rose 
19 4 p, to 676p, as David 
McCaU. chairman, said the 


group’s strong performance 
meant that shareholders 
would receive a 12 per cent 
rise in the interim dividend to 
53p. Earnings per share were 
up 13 per cent, to 23.7p. 

The managed houses divi¬ 
sion, which continues to bene¬ 
fit from the £200 million 
acquisition of the Magic Pub 
Company last year, turned in 


a 39 per cent rise in trading 
profits to £184 million. Lead¬ 
ing tiie way was foe food- 
based Hungry Horse com¬ 
munity pubs concept that 
tame with Magic Pub. Mr 
McCall said “We believe that 
the perceived problems of 
community pubs have been 
greatly exaggerated and that, 
with appropriate infrastruc¬ 


ture and retail skills, growth 
o pportu nities exist through¬ 
out all retail sectors " 

Brewing profits advanced 
by 13 per cent, to £3.4 million, 
on the back of a 7 per cent 
growth in volume. Abbot Ale 
was up 19 percent and Green 
King IPA was up 1 per cent 
The tenanted estate profits up 
5 per cent rise, to £8.4 million. 


RJB MINING has halted 100 
redundancies at Maltfay col¬ 
liery, near Rotherham, while 
it maps out a wide-ranging 
cost-cutting programme with 
the unions. 

Richard Budge, chief execu¬ 
tive, made the decision “in the 
light of foe ongoing uncertain¬ 
ty". after a meeting with two of 
foe coal unions. But contract 
workers at foe pit will still 
leave. 

The decision comes amid 
uncertainty engulfing the in¬ 
dustry and with expectations 
that foe Government will an¬ 
nounce more measures to 
support foe industry after this 
Week’S-XJ-tum on die building 
of gas-fired power stations. 

Peter McNesfry, general 
secretary of Nacods. foe pit 
deputies union, said: “Neither 
side knows exactly where we 
■ant We are looking at getting 
prices down." 

Mr McNestry added: The 
short-term solution _ to foe 
problem in coal has got to be 
poiiticaL Cost-cutting won't 
feed through that quickly.” 

■ The redundancy delay may, 
however, stoke fears that min¬ 
ers will lose substantial enti¬ 
tlements for , compensation 
under Tupe [redundancy and 
benefit obligations taken over 


OFT warns brokers 
licences may be lost 
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from foe former British Coal}. 
RJB must adhere to Tupe 
terms only until foe end of 
March. Then miners and col¬ 
liery management will get 
only statutory terms. For the 
better-paid workers the short¬ 
fall will be substantial. 

Before the meeting with 
Nacods and the British Associ¬ 
ation of. Colliery Manage¬ 
ment, Mr Budge had been 
bullish on export hopes. He 
hopes to clinch deals to sell 
eight million tonnes of coal to 
Germany and Spain amid 
government representations 
. about the amount of state 
subsidies those countries pay 
to their coal industries. . 

.Mr Budge said: “Given that 
there is a market then we will 
sefl what we are producing. 
We will know about Germany 
and Spain soon and there is 
also PowerGen." - 

PowerGen is foe last of the 
three main generators with 
whom RJB is negotiating new 
contracts. It has been speculat- 

• ed that PowerGen could hold 

• off ooal.deals until it knows foe 

prospects for die company's 
development, such as whether 
it can buy a regional electricity 
company. _ 

In the hot seat, page 30 
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JOHN BRIDGEMAN, Direc¬ 
tor-General of Fair Trading, 
yesterday stepped up his cam¬ 
paign against oppressive lend¬ 
ing fay issuing warnings to two 
“master" brokers linked to 
City Mortgage Corporation 
(CMC), the controversial lend¬ 
er to vulnerable borrowers. 

He has told Capital Credit 
of Truro and Charles 
Ashworth Finance of Stock- 
port and seven associated 


By Gavtn Lumsden 

companies that he is minded 
to revoke their consumer cred¬ 
it licences. They have 21 days 
to apply. 

Both brokers operate in the 
“non-status” market arrang¬ 
ing loans for credit-unpaired 
people who answer advertise¬ 
ments in tabloid newspapers. 
Both have profited from their 
links with CMC the largest 
lender in this market, which 
has come under fire from 


Ski France — Les Arcs 
Seven nights from only £599 



Tempos, page 31 | John Bridgeman is keen to stamp out oppressive lending 


borrowers for its punitive level 
of charges and fees. 

Xn August The Times high¬ 
lighted the case of a paraplegic 
living on income support and 
disability benefit, who was 
facing repossession bry CMC 
after he took out a loan 
arranged fay Capital Credit 

Two directors of Capital 
Credit' Antony Murcagh and 
Roy Leslie Clayton, have pre¬ 
viously survived OFT sanc¬ 
tion. Both were directors of 
eight companies associated 
with Richard Murtagh 
[Antony's father] Holdings, 
whose consumer credit li¬ 
cences were withdrawn by the 
OFT for deceitful and oppres¬ 
sive lending in 1989. Capital 
Credit, formerly called 
Carrox. won an appeal 
againsttheOFT. 

In August, David Steene, 
CMC managing director, sup¬ 
ported Capital Credits right to 
trade. Yesterday the lender 
said it was reviewing fas rela¬ 
tionship with the company. It 

has already terminated its 

Jinks with Charles Ashworth. 
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Readicut to sell off £50m of businesses 


By Martin Barrow 

READICUT INTERNATIONAL foe 
UK textiles company, yesterday an¬ 
nounced a wide-ranging restructuring 
that will culminate with foe disposal of 
businesses with a value of about £50 

million. . ... . _ 

The company is selling its European 
Carpets subsidiary — UK and Dutch 
carpet businesses that trade under the 
Firth. JHS and Vebe banners — to 
Interface Inc, a US group, for £30 


million. In the year to March 31, 
European Carpets earned oper ating 
profits of £2.9 million, up from £1,4 
million. 

Readicut said it was also close to 
announcing the sale of Bloomsburg 
Carpet Industries in America and the 
yarn-spinning business of Stonehonse 
Battye in foe UK in separate transac¬ 
tions. Funds from the disposals will be 
reinvested in ReadiouTs wallcoverings, 
fibres and home produces activities, 
which generate higher profit margins. 


The company announced a £5 million 
investment in a new wallcoverings 
factory next to its existing fibres facility 
in Virginia. 

Readicut hopes to replicate the 
success of its fibres unit in America, 
which was established last year at a 
cost of about £17 million. The venture, 
a supplier to foe US automotive 
industry, holds foe number two pos¬ 
ition in .its market, and is to benefit 
from a further investment of £2 minion 
to expand capacity by 20 per cent. 


Readicut expects to incur a £3 million 
loss on foe disposals. Accounts for foe 
year to the erraof March 1998 will also 
indude about £27 million relating to 
goodwill. previously written off to 
reserves.. 

Readicut reported a rise in pre-tax 
profits to £4 J million from £3 J million 
.for the six months , to the end of 
September. Earnings of lw48p a share 
compared with l.J2p previously. The 
interim dividend is unchanged at 
0.63p. 
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Could the future be fabulous Foxon 

ALMOST two years on fro 

for Baker and his IT boys? §SII 


--- '1 


Chris Ayres 
looks at the 
confident 
character 
behind the 
rise of Glotel 




T here is a common 
disease in the City 
which, from time to 
time, seems to affect 
ail industries. Biotechnology 
companies, media ventures 
and businesses that use celeb¬ 
rities to boost their profiles, 
suffer the most. 

The affliction, called hype, is 
currently causing delirium in 
the information technology 
sector. Andy Baker, the preco¬ 
cious 32-year-old founder and 
chief executive of dote!, an 
up-and-coming IT recruitment 
company, is hype personified. 

”1 don't think there is any¬ 
thing that pays more or is as 
exciting as the IT market" he 
enthuses from his Soho office. 
"We have never had a bad 
debt in our history and never 
will. You cant have bad debts 
in this business." 

Glotel is one of the many 
companies making a fortune 
out of the chronic shortage of 
qualified IT professionals in 
the City. The infamous millen¬ 
nium bug, which is expected to 
cost £400 billion to fix world¬ 
wide, plus the task of altering 
computer sy stems to recognise 
the European single currency, 
have both helped to boost 
demand. 

It is estimated that there is a 
shortfall of up to 50,000 com¬ 
puter software experts in Brit¬ 
ain. and that the City’ could 
take an extra 5,000 profession¬ 
als overnight. There are be¬ 
lieved to be about 600.000 
computer specialists working 
in the UK, with about 700 of 
them being supplied by Glotel. 
“If you have a niche 
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Man. mentors and motivation: Andy Baker, left, Bill Gates, top, Norman Tebbit, bottom left, and Loadsamoney 


specialisation, if you're a mil¬ 
lennium project manager, 
you’re going to be in huge 
demand." says Mr Baker. 
"Ten. twenty or thirty com¬ 
panies will be interested in 
your services. You can pretty 
much quote what you want.” 

Mr Baker, who began his 
career as a salesman in the IT 
industry after failing his A- 
levels, founded Glotel in 1989 
when he was 25. Since then, 
the company's average annual 
growth has been 77 per cent, 
and the company now has 
sales of £49 million and profits 
of Elit million. It was recently 
rated as one of the fastest 


growing private UK com¬ 
panies by Price Waterhouse. 

Glotel. which employs 200 
internal staff, has achieved 
this growth entirely organical¬ 
ly. and plans to Hoar on the 
Stock Exchange within the 
next two years. It has also 
managed to set-up successful 
operations in the US. Austra¬ 
lia. Singapore and The 
Netherlands. 

The company specialises in 
looking after the new breed of 
ultra-arrogant — and predom¬ 
inantly male—boffins that the 
IT industry has spawned. It 
finds them the best jobs, and 
bids up their salaries, taking a 


hefty 23 per cent cut for itself. 
Mr Baker thinks the boom 
will gp on forever. 

"We're going to become a 
billion-pound business.” he 
says, as if calculating the 
chance of night following day. 
"In die world today the two 
biggest markets are the IT and 
telecoms industry, and the 
temporary labour industry. 
We're in both.” 

"The key is for us to have 
more jobs, in more locations, 
with more technical coverage 
than any other company. If we 
floated and our growth slowed 
down we would then look at 
buying companies to add on ro 



services we do ai the moment." 
Mr Baker, whose parents still 
live in a council flat, makes 
“Loadsamoney" look like a 
Liberal Democrat. His polit¬ 
ical hero is Norman Tebbit. 
and he is fond of the phrase 
“posh socialist bastards". He 
is evangelical about the bene¬ 
fits of not going to university 
and says he wants to become 
as famous as Bill Gates, the 
billionaire Microsoft founder. 

Its hard to decide who are 
the most arrogant: the IT 
professionals themselves, or 
the people who headhunt 
them. After all. it is as normal 
for a 22-year-old IT recruit¬ 
ment officer to earn £60,000 a 
year, as it is for a 19-year-old 
systems analyst to earn £500 a 
day. None of them seem to 
believe that the bubble will 
ever burst 

"The average salary in this 
industry is still only El200 a 
week." laments Mr Baker. 
"But if you go into one of the 
merchant banks in the City 
and watch the staff coming out 
at lunch time, you won’t be 
able to tell the IT people from 
the dealers." 

The ability of young IT 
professionals to earn so much 
money has been created partly 
by the speed at which technol¬ 
ogy is changing, as well as a 
shortage of skills. Mr Baker 


says: "If you go into the 
market, straight out erf univer¬ 
sity. and spend 18 months 
working on some hot new 
database, your experience in 
that marker is as much experi¬ 
ence as anyone has. You could 
have a 47-year-old who's been 
in the market 25 years, but if 
that database has been out 
only IS months, his knowledge 
is going to be no better than 
that of a 22-year-olcL ” 

The biggest threat to GloteL 
and other companies like it is 
that as the IT market grows, 
the competition between sup¬ 
pliers of Labour will alsa grow. 
The margins of 23 per cent that 
Glotel is currently enjoying 
could soon disappear. 

"There’s well over a thou¬ 
sand companies in this market 
doing what we do.” admits Mr 
Baker. “Even though the FT. 
people-are hard to find, the 
dients are hard to find too. 
because they will get about 50 
calls a week from companies 
like us trying to get business." 

Although the com p etit i on is 
tough, especially in Britain, it 
still has a long way to go. 
However. Glotel always has 
the option to look overseas, 
where the market is in an even 
earlier stage of development. 
Mr Baker says: “The margins 
overseas are much higher. 
They can be as high as 27 per, 
cent. And because we are 
worldwide, we are recession- 
proof.” 

The other threat is the 
Internet, where IT profession¬ 
als can advertise their sendees 
without the need for a recruit¬ 
ment company. But Mr Baker 
is not worried. “You still need 
to interview people,” he says. 
“If you go around pulling CVs 
off the Internet you may as - 
well place an advert yourself. 
Bits of paper mean nothing. 
All you’re getting off the 
Internet is a piece of paper. 
What’s the big deal there?” 

It is difficult to see through 
the hype of Glotel, and decide 
whether it is more than just 
another enthusiastic start-up. 
operating in a rapidly expand¬ 
ing industry. The laws of 
economics suggest that die 
shortage erf IT labour will be 
filled, margins will fall, and 
competition, even in develop¬ 
ing economies, will become 
intense. Until then, Mr Baker 
and his cohorts should enjoy 
their money while it. lasts. 1 
Although, of course, he doesn't 
believe it will end. 

“This market is so massive,” 
he says. “You’ll soon be able to I 
organise all your shopping 
from home, see your Granny 
on the videophene, do all your 
work from your car, and you'll 
probably want to holiday in 
Mars rather than Tenerife. AH 
these things that are going to 
happen are related to IT and 

telecommunications." 


ALMOST two years on from 
the Granada takeover, and 
senior Forte executives left 

from the old days are almost 

as thin on the ground as 
rw iplp called Forte- All the 
sadder, therefore, to hear (via 
an internal memo) that Mar¬ 
ten Foxon. Forte's property 
director for the past eight 
years, is striking out and 
going solo. Faxon'S departure. 
unusual at Granada for being 
of his own volition, comes now 
his job, the sale of Exclusive 
Hotels, is largely completed. 

Although Lazards took die 
credit for offloading such fam¬ 
ous names as the George V in 
Paris, the Sandy Lane in 
Barbados and London's Hyde 
Park hotel, those in the know 
credit Foxon with keeping the 
process going at a cracking 
pane. For example, when the 
Sultan of Brunei's bid for the 
George V bogged down, it was 
he who persuaded a rival 
moneybags. Prince Ahvaleed 
Bin Tala! of Saudi Arabia, to 
find £104 million at a mo¬ 
ment's notice. 


□ WHITHER Dick Emery, 
they ask at the BBC? He {and 
is then some reason why he 
should not bear the name?) is 
chief operating officer of BBC 
Worldwide, the commercial 
arm. Many thought he would 
be a shoo-in to replace Bob 
Phillis, now chairman of the 
Guardian Media Group,, as 
head of Worldwide. In recent 
years at the BBC he was re¬ 
sponsible for negotiations on 
the Corporation's big new 
commercial ventures, the links 
with Discovery Communica¬ 
tions and Flextech. Unfortu¬ 
nately the BBC dedeed that a 
job of such importance would 
have to be tested in the market 
— ie put out to head hunters. 
The question is whether Emery 
will hang around or whether 
offers may come from either 
Discovery or Flextech, com¬ 
panies known for making 
their minds up rather mare 
quickly than the Beeb. 

Older model 

IF YOUR husband works in 
the City and he airily lets slip 
that he is a rr an g in g-a corpo¬ 
rate hospitality bash with an 
outfit called Hailwood, start 
worrying. A friend has seen 
the brochure now doing the 
rounds. All-indusive football 
packages, chauffeur-driven 
super-stretch limas, it prom¬ 
ises. Oh. and “the finest selec¬ 
tion of Playboy.-Page Three- 
and celebrity models", al¬ 
though. and I pur this as chari¬ 
tably as I can, their best days 
as models would appear from 
the accompanying photos to 
be behind them. “All packages 
can be imaginatively created 
to meet your individual de¬ 
mands — there are no limits." 


□ OH THURSDAY Grand 
Metropolitan announced its 
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last figures as an independent 
company before the merger , 
with Guinness. So it was die 
last time George Bull, the ; 
GrandMet chairman, would 
be in sole command. At the 
same time a hone was romp¬ 
ing home at 20 to ! at Wind¬ 
sor. Its name was George BtdV. 
Don't ask me what it all' 
means. 

Thrown back 

SOME cheerful news from the 
Far East for a change. A bud¬ 
get-cutting plan prompted by '. 
Thailand’s economic crisis 
threatened some 200 govern¬ 
ment employees. The board. , 
and lodging they had enjoyed, 
for years, at a cost of about 
£250 a month, was at risk from 
an eight-paint austerity plan. 
But after a protest from fellow 
employees, the 200 colourful 
Japanese carp which occupy a 
pond at the Thai parliament 
won a reprieve. "Most of the 
measures were reasonable 
and practical, but the number 
eight measure dealing with 
the fish was seen as unaccept¬ 
able by staff." said a parlia¬ 
mentary source. 

Horror story 

A NEW bogeyman is bont 
Chris Smith. Heritage Seen-, 
tary. at this week’s Media Sen 
day dinner “If anyone gives 
me any trouble I just tell them 
I’D get Gerald .Kaafirnarr to. 
write a report on them.” V ' 

Martin Waller : 



Kaufman: scary 


Coal king proves tough nut 


We are proud to announce that from 1st December we are 
changing our name to Charles Schwab, in recognition of the fact 
that we are pan of the largest and most respected stockbrokers in 
the US. To mark this special event, we are running a unique offer 
throughout December. 

Whether you are an existing customer who is trading, or a 
new customer opening an account, you rw * 

could earn up to £200 cash back. LUSTK 


Charles Schwab 


American investors with high quality, low cost products and 
services for over 20 years. With over 4.5 million customers in 
the US. Charles Schwab handles mere transactions to » single day- 
dun all the European stock exchanges combined. They were also 
the First to introduce TouchTone Trading to the UK. revolutionising 
sharedealing in the process. 

_ | | To find out mere about our launch offer, or 

Ulvillu any of our services, call us cm .the number 


Charles Schwab has been providing Helping Investors Help Themselves® below. Wfe look fonwid to hearing from you. 

For more information call us on 0870 601 8888 and quote Ref No TT60. 
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R ichard Budge is both 
King Coal and its bete 
noire. He has both 
saved coal mining in the UK 
and recklessly endangered it 
with a game of brinkmanship 
and politics, depending on 
whose view you seek. 

On his decisions die future 
of a large part of the English 
coal industry now rests. That 
industry is staring over a difT 
edge that in April threatensto 
wipe out up to eight collieries 
if sufficient coal sales are not 
made to shore up the shortfall 
in deals made with two of the 
largest electricity generators. 
The furore created by Labour 
backbenchers, the unions 
and, privately, by Cabinet 
members over impending pit 
closures has bounced the Gov¬ 
ernment into imposing a mor¬ 
atorium on new gas-fired 
stations. While that trill do 
nothing in the short term, it 
does at least signal a possible 
future for coal. 

Since the Government’s de¬ 
rision, Budge has spoken 
more optimistically. He says: 
“We have business plans for 
all the collieries but we are 
dependent on the market” He 
is hopeful of exports that - 
could plug the gap between 
sales to National Power and 
Eastern, and RTB’s capacity. 
Some of the heat could be 
leaving the coal crisis after the 
political dash satisfied one of 
Budge’S key objectives — that 
the Government should deliv¬ 
er some sort of energy policy 
in which coal has a role. 

The policy change is more 
recognition of the political 
fallout from pit closures, late 
though it dawned, than 
Budge's stance. But the fact 
that the coal contract negotia¬ 
tions have gone right up to the 
wire underline Budge's reput¬ 
ation as a hard bargainer 
prepa red to take on the Gov¬ 
ernment on the highly emo¬ 
tive issue of coaL 

The picture of Budge is a 
mixed one. Many of his 
miners praise him as a busi¬ 
nessman who wants to talk to 
them at the coalface and he 


IN THE 
HOT i 
SEATi 



Bom Lincolnshire: aged 
50. Educated at grammar 
school. Career in road 
construction and opencast 
mining with brother’s 
company, which went into 
receivership. 1992: 
Founded RJB Mining. 
1994: Bought the bulk of 
the collieries in England 
and Wales. 


makes many descents to the 
hot. dark factory floor of RIB 
Mining. In dealings with the 
generators and the Depart¬ 
ment of Trade and Industry, 
he is often cited as a man who 
plays cynical games with min¬ 
ers’jobs. 

There are real fears among 
the coal unions that Budge 
could be stalling and will not 
announce coal closures until 
after March 31. when his 


responsibility for substantial 
redundancy payments ends. 

Speculation is rife that Mr 
Budge has dangled the pit- 
closure sword over the Gov¬ 
ernment's head for sometime: 
Allegedly he bdd out die 
prospect of an announcement 
as Tony Blair was poised to 
deliver his speech to the 
Labour Party conference. He 
denies this. 

John Battle:' the Energy 
Minister, has-made increas¬ 
ingly obvious his annoyance 
with Budge. The minister has 
personalised much of the coal 
crisis and potential pH clo¬ 
sures as the -direct responsi¬ 
bility of Budge. Budge says he 
never tried to engineer a 
crisis. “The problem is that 85 
per cent of the contracts ended 
at the same time: We have 
been talking to the generators 
for a long time.” 

Whether or not it has been 
politically astute to 
personalise the crisis, there is 
no doubt that the emphasis 
has had resonance. Despite 
Budge’s reluctance to court a 
high public profile he has 
acquired one. and opinions 
about him. though they differ, 
are strongly held. Budge has 
refused to respond to increas¬ 
ingly personal attacks by Mr 
Bade: “He (Mr Battle) obvi¬ 
ously thinks he has done what 
is the best job," he says. 

Budge began his climb to 
business fame and notoriety 





fir ^ *. 
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Richard Budge holds future of miners in his hands 


five years ago when be qirit 
the company founded; try his 
older brother Tony to start his' 
own mining company.-The 
move from AF -Budge *- ■ 
where he bad developed 
opencast mining — set in tram 
Richard’s success and cast a 
doud over his commensal 
reputation. AF Budge went 
into receivership, with'mare' 
than £90 million of debts, - 
soon after Richard left and the - 
brothers’ behaviour as , direc¬ 
tors came under attack. While 
Tony, his -wife- Janet and 
another director, ’ Michael. 
Yates, were disqualified by 
the DTL the case, against 
Richard was dropped..Hehad 
been attacked for taking out 
loans from the companybut 
said the money -was^owed to - 
him. He repaid to the receiver 
£325.000 of the £400.000 he ‘ 
bad in loans. - *' 

The case against Richard 
was dropped In 1995 when 
RJB Mining, die .-company 
he began from the purchase 

of the £100 miOnm of .rohi- 
ing assess from Bis brother^ 

busm e^iJ^ ^gj H^t he^^r e- 

the English and Welsh col¬ 
lieries. Questions . ' were - 
asked in the Commons 
about his suitability. ■> 

B udge's early days atthe 
helm were rosy- Profit¬ 
ability came through 
quickly and RJB was able to 
repay some of its debfsearfy. 
Critics who had mocked 
Budge for paying, too higb a 
price for the collieries* a* £815 
million, went mi to complain 
that he had paid too litfie. Last 
year be made £22 mfliidn by 
selling WOOO shares fo a 
share buyback, although be 
stiff retains 3.6 million shares: 
Then his pay rose 62 per cent 
in a perfonnancerefoied 

Package to £666.000. -V' 
While the threat .to Coal 
from the dash-for-gas : WaS 
ending the expected lifespan 
°f ooaL nobody expected 
Labour Government' .would 
let that happen. Theyexpectfid 
wrong— until the week. : ; \ 
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Strong finish 
yet to come, s 


Stock Market Writer 
of the Year 


but best 


<SHARE prices ended the week 
on a high note after a helter- 
skelter performance that left 
investors breathless. 

Encouraged bv Wall Street’s 
resilience in the face of stron¬ 
ger than expected US employ¬ 
ment numbers, the London 
marker staged a 130.b*pamt 
tumround before closing be¬ 
low its best levels of the day. 

In the event, the FTSE 100 
Index finished bO.b points up, 
at 5.142.9. stretching the lead 
on the week to 311.1. or b.43 per 
cent But brokers say the best 
is stilt to come and claim the 
market is capable of a farther 
100-poim rise during the early 
part of next week. For re¬ 
assurance they look 10 the 
financial future, where the 
March series closed with a 52- 
point premium over the cash 
marker. 

Jn The buyers appeared to be 
acquiring stock at any price 
last night as they compared 
the premium between the two 
markets. There is no point in 
fighting ir. You have got to go 
with if said one broker. 

Once again it was the hanks 
that led the way. They remain 
u hot-bed of speculation with a 
single buyer of National 
Westminster Bank forcing 
the price 14*4 p higher at 940p 
as 6.23 million shares changed 
hands. Speculators say this 
week’s disposal of its global 
equities arm leaves the com¬ 
pany vulnerable to an 
, approach. 

t|; It is already known to have 
talked with Abbey National, 
up ]5pat £10.10. Barclays, 16p 
better at £15.46, and Pruden¬ 
tial, 3p cheaper at 706p. 

Lloyds TSB rose 2Sp to 760p 
with the help of some positive 
comments from SBC Warburg 
Dillon Read, the broker. 
Lloyds h3s been been men¬ 
tioned as a possible bidder for 
Norwich Union, dawn 13p at 
3S0p on profit-taking. 

Elsewhere in the financial 
-ectur. Genera] Accident leapt 
52p to £11.30. 

Reuters jumped a further 
21'^p to 7314 p reflecting this 
week's decision to give back 
£1.5 btlliun to shareholders by 
wav of a complicated sh3re 
huy-tack scheme. Henderson 
Co*illwaite. the broker, met 
the cumpany yesterday and 
wa*. clearly impressed with 
,.Jhu outcome. Trading remains 
X trong despite the group's 
exposure to the troubled Far 
East markets. 

Henderson is confident that 
a lot of the cash will eventually 
find its way back into the 
shares before, and after, the 


come, say brokers 



Peter Job, chief executive of Reuters, up 21 * 2 p at 731 tp 


pa yout in February. 

BTR’s fifth profits warning 
in just over three years was 
greeted with dismay in the 
Square Mile and left the 
shares nursing a loss of 25*2 p 
at 182*2 p. The company said 
profits are now likely to be in 
fine with the £601 million 
achieved in the first six 
months. The market had been 
looking for something more 


862*2p. Whispers circulating 
within the Square Mile sug¬ 
gest die group is about to tie- 
up a deal with Conoco and 
Soear, the Azerbaijan state oil 
company, to redevelop the 
shallow Guneshli Field. 

Keep an eye on Vodafone, 
where attempts this week to 
call the shares lower have 
foiled miserably. The price 
was racing away again yester¬ 


BQliton rose 7 l *p to l55p after talking to institutional 
shareholders. It seems to have convinced them that things are 
not as bad as they were led to believe. Joint brokers UBS and 
Robert Fleming are both rushing out “buy” circulars. The price 
has come back from a peak of 249*2p. 


rewarding. It blamed the 
strong pound and the down¬ 
turn in Far Eastern markets. 

Bass staged a comeback, 
with a jump of 37*2 p at 921 p. A 
“buy" recomendation from 
BZW helped. Analyst James 
Carnegie is pushing the 
shares despite a dull set of 
profits earlier this week. He is 
pinning his hopes on the 
brewer making an exciting 
acquisition at some stage. 

In the oil sector. Ramoo 
Energy surged 62*2p to 


day to close 11 *2 p higher at a 
new peak of403*2 purjih “buy" 
recommendations from the 
likes of Sodete Generate 
Strauss Turnbull, Merrill 
Lynch and SBC Warburg. 

Behind Vodafone’s rise dur¬ 
ing the early part of the week 
was persistent talk about a bid 
for the company with Ameri¬ 
can Telephone and Telegraph 
tipped as a potential suitor. 

The buying also spilled over 
into rival Orange, up lip at 
264p, with Securicor, report¬ 



Maybom Group-93*4p -59p._..— Profits warning 

Hambros.2S7Kp +5p....Bid approaches 

MorrtBh Ashby......... 395 ftp +50p.-Auto Corrmonents bids 

Ztettere---T 29ftp +13p.— ......... Bid approach 

UDO Holdings-175p +15p... Bid approach 

fedca Group.. ......102ft -13ftp..Renewed selling 

Dorfing Wndersfey —200p -39p.-.Profte warning 

Hoffiday Chemicals. 233ftp +50ftp...Bid approach 

Watmoughs-278ftp • +65p.Rejects Quebecor bid 


ing later this month, adding 
4p at 28Sp. 

There was a further decline 
in the fortunes of lonica. the 
troubled telecoms group, 
which shed a further 5p at 
102 * 2 p. stretching the loss on 
the week to 13*2 p. as institu¬ 
tional selling was revived. It 
follows last month's disap¬ 
pointing trading news which 
offered brokers little hope for 
the future. The shares have 
now come down from a peak 
of 421p this year. 

Ca radon rose lb pro 191 pas 
the company continued to buy 
back its own shares. 
Cazenove. the broker, acting 
on its behalf has snapped up a 
further 1.75 million at I87p. 

Brokers reported further se¬ 
lective buying of the specialist 
chemical companies as the 
sector continued to enjoy 
something of a re-rating in the 
wake of the recent flurry of bid 
activity. Allied Colloids, cur¬ 
rently fighting off the unwant¬ 
ed attentions of Hercules in 
the US. finished Ip lighter at 
16S*2p, while profit taking 
trimmed Holiday Chemicals 
lp, to 233*2p after receiving a 
bid approach this week. Brent 
International firmed lp to 
106*2 p. and Laporte 3p to 
638*2 p. Peter Edwards at ABN 
AMRO Hoare Covert the 
broker, says consolidation 
within the industry has begun 
in Europe. 

Tomkins fell 6*4 p to 306p 
amid signs that institutional 
investors have begun switch¬ 
ing into Williams. 4*2 p cheap¬ 
er at 350*2p. 

□ GILT EDGED: Opening 
falls were accelerated by the 
latest US non-farm payroll 
numbers with losses stretch¬ 
ing by up to £1 at the longer 
end. Prices in London followed 
US Treasury bonds lower as 
the prospect of a rise in US 
interest rates came back to 
haunt investors. 

In the futures pit. the March 
series of the Long Gilt lost 
£*‘/i6 to close ar £119**/32 as 
the total number of contracts 
completed reached 90.000- 
Among conventional issues. 
Treasury S per cent 2021 shed 
£1 at El 18*2, while among 
shorter dated issues Treasury 
7 per cent 2002 was E*4 off at 
£100 29 /32. 

□ NEW YORK Shares held 
firm as the shark of November 
payroll figures faded, with 
investors confident that the 
Federal Reserve Board would 
not raise interest rates. At 
midday, the Dow Jones indus¬ 
trial average was up 81 j 2 
points atS,l31.4S. 
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JEMPUS 

Bumpy ride for BTR 


YEARS AGO. when BTR’s star was a seer 1 - 
dam, people used to say that a diver* 
portfolio spread the risk- If one marker or 
product took a tumble, you amid be sure of 0 
gain elsewhere. Today. BTR is determined t 0 
deny us roundabouts to balance the swings. 
Everywhere you look, there is a problem. 

In iis. fifth profit warning in three years, 
sterling is the main complaint but the market 
should have had some understanding m' the 
effect of translating, say Australian dollar 
earnings into pounds, given the 20 per cent 
depreciation of that currency against sterling. 
Bui the real worry is competitiveness and 
plummeting demand. In contrast in Siebe. . 
which recently went bullish on Europe. BTR 
is seeing little recovery from the Continerii 
and the company’s £600 million ol exports 
from die UK are struggling to make headway. 


Meanwhile the strong pound is promoting 
impart substitution, ruining the home patch. 
■Overseas, things are bad bur for different 
reasons. The financial collapse in Asia is 
fuining ihe consumer markets, into which 
BTR sells.'Australian transmission units are 
not finding buyers in the automotive iridus- 
‘ tries of Korea and Indonesia. Likewise. 
Brazil s interesr 'rate hike is hammering 
demand for new cars and BTR components. 

The conclusion is that the streamlined BTR 
engineering group is uncompetitive, in die 
wmne location and selling into rotten markets. 
The business to be sold, packaging and 
laminates, w ill struggle to make £2.5-E3 hiIIion 
arid investors are left with an uninspiring rump. 
BTR w ill- be loathe tu cut the dividend again but 
with profits falling to El billion next year, the 
cover dues nur look'comfortable! 


Billiton 

BILLITON has been pun¬ 
ished enough. The compa¬ 
ny’s arrogance and a frothy 
market initially priced the 
stock at a premium to Rio 
Tima leader of the mining 
sector. Perversely, the mar¬ 
ker then sold Billiton heavi¬ 
ly. leaving it valued ar about 
ten times June 1999 earnings, 
against a multiple of 14 times 
for Rio Tinto. 

Falling base metals prices 
are partly to blame but the 
stock market has tended to 
lump everything in with the 
weak copper price. Rio is 
heavily exposed to the latter 
metal, which suffers from the 
prospect of increased pro¬ 
duction from Latin America. 

Aluminium’s prospects are 
somewhat different The 
metals markets have seen the 
aluminium price begin to 
decouple from the tumbling 
value of copper. Unlike cop- 


London Clubs 

ALAN GOODENOUGH. the 
head of London Clubs, thinks 
that his Far Eastern high- 
rollers are so rich that even a 
little local financial meltdown 
will not keep them out of his 
casinos. Hts confidence is 
engaging, but not quite con¬ 
vincing given the dependence 
on a few big-time players. 
Ladbroke is less sanguine and 
recently gave warning that 
some of its Far Eastern punt¬ 
ers were being put off by the 
fall in Asian markets. 

Yesterday's figures from 
London Clubs demonstrate 
the volatility of the gaming 
business. Although interim 
pre-tax profits dived from 
£19.9 million to £14.4 million 
on smaller win percentages, 
the subsequent nine weeks 
have seen London Clubs 
more than recover the 
ground. 

The solution is to spread 
risk. Frustrated by the Gov¬ 
ernment in its bid for Capital 
Corporation and impatient 
with the slow process of de- 


P er - there is lirtle new 
aluminium smelting capaci¬ 
ty expected. Massive dump¬ 
ing of (he metal bv Russian 
producers in 1993 -led to 3 
price collapse and little in¬ 
vestment However, many 
now believe that aluminium 
has bottomed nut at 73 cents 
per lb while copper has 
further to go. ff that is the 
case. Billiton, which has half 


its assets in aluminium and 
an efficient new smelter in 
South Africa, is in a powerful 
position The nagging worry' 
is that weakness in" Japan 
and the Far East — which 
account for 25 per cent of 
demand — will depress the 
price further. ‘But even as¬ 
suming nil growth from 
Japan. Billiton is iouking 
cheap at these levels. 


ALUMINIUM REACHES BOTTOM - zeo P i 
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regulation. London Clubs is 
forced to look abroad Tor di¬ 
versification. Competition for 
foreign licences is fierce, and 
nailing down deals takes 
rime, but if the Aladdin 
project in Las Vegas is typi¬ 
cal. the rewards of down¬ 
market gambling are worth 
waiting for. 

If you can stomach the 
volatility. London Clubs is. 
on a longer view, worth 
backing. 

Dana 

THE cavalry of the West’s oil 
industry Is now thundering, 
across the Russian steppes 7 , 
with BP and Shell striking 
deals with big Russian oil 
and gas combines. Amid all 
the frantic activity, it is worth 
remembering that the indus¬ 
try scouts have been camping 
in Siberia for some rime. One 
of these is Dana Petroleum- a 
diminutive oil explorer with 
large ambitions. Working 
alongside major Russian 
companies such as Lukoil.. 
Yukos and Tyumen- Dana 


N<rt Dec 


has built icsell an interesting 
stake at the heart of the West¬ 
ern Siberian oilfields. 

• Dana has amassed a 10 per 
cent share in a private Siberi- 
an joint stock company. 
Evikhon. with interesLs in a 
humber of large oilfields, in- 
cluding a half-share in 
’Salym. which has reserves of 
about one billion barrels. 
-Salym is subject- to a joint 
venture .with Shell, which is 
expected-to get Russian par- 
liamentary approval this 
month. 

Meanwhile. Dana s take- 
over of Seafield last summer 
has given it control of a huge 
offshore block in Ghana 
which surrounds an existing 
gas discovery. Dana hopes to 
bring in Russian partners to 
explore the African acreage- 
wirh the quid pro quo of more 
deals in Siberia. 

Russian oil is as much 
about politics as geology, and 
is therefore high risk, but Da- 
na's position in Evikhon 
makes it an interesting bet 

Edited bv Carl Mprtished 
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Newborn baby taken from mother 

® A three-hour-old baby was snatched from her cot at her 
sleeping mother's side in a modem hospital maternity ward by a 
woman who managed to evade its elaborate security system. The 
&Ib 15oz girl, Karli. was bom by caesarian section at 9.50am and 
her father, Karl Hawthorne, was telephoning relatives to break 
the news when she was snatched from Basildon General 
Hospital, Essex at 12 , 50 pm---Pages 1.2 

Robinson to face watchdog inquiry 

B The Parliamentary’ standards watchdog is to investigate 
whether Geoffrey Robinson, the Paymaster General, should 
have declared a multimillion-pound offshore trust in the 
Commons Register of Members’ Interests.....-Pages L 4 


Life sentence 

A senior RAF officer who mur¬ 
dered his wife over his infatuation 
with a young Serbian interpreter 
bagan a life sentence_Pages 1,3 

Pedal power 

MPs are to get pedalling, with the 
introduction of an allowance for 
using their bicycles in the course of 
parliamentary duties Page 5 

Killer rapist 

A rape victim aged 9 was mur¬ 
dered after she told her attacker 
char she was going to tell her 
mother...Page 7 

Vitamin battle 

Acampaign has been launched by 
thousands of women who take the 
vitamin B6 after the Government 
announced plans to ban the 
supplement Page 9 

Football mania 

Since Iran's underdogs drew with 
Scotland in 1978. only the blind or 
foolish dismiss their football, says 
Rob Hughes-Page II 




Prison love 

Love win bloom in, French prisons 
under a plan to build mini-apart¬ 
ments for congugal visits Page 13 

Mrs Mandela setback 

The ambitions of Winnie 
Madikizefr-Mncdela face a big 
setback this weekend when the 
African National Congress Wom¬ 
en's League is expected to with¬ 
draw its support — Page 14 

Bomber jailed 

An animal-rights bomber who 
carried out arson attacks on stores 
across the South of England was 
jailed for 18 years_Page 15 

Victim of success 

Superintendent Mallon must 
wonder whether he is yet another 
high-profile policeman who is a 
victim of his own success Page 16 

Armagh landmark 

In the heart of the bandit country 
of South Armagh stands one of the 
most lavishly-funded Anglican 
churches in the UK_Page 18 


Philip Lacier, the new American Ambassador, with one of the horses drawing his state landau, on the way to present his credentials to the Queen 


Spirit of Christmas past 

■ An artist commissioned to create the annual Christmas tree 
for the Tate Gallery in London has displayed a large bin filled to 
the brim with rubbish — leftovers: empty bottles, drink cans, 
used Christmas paper, broken decorations, the packaging from 
toys, gifts or food products and dead trees'_Page 1 


THE TIMES CROSSWORD NO 20,656 

A £20 book token will be awarded to the senders of the first five correct 
solutions opened next Thursday. Entries should be addressed to: The 
Times. Saturday Crossword Competition. PO Bax 486, Virginia Street, 
London El 9DD. The names of the winners and the solution will be 
published next Saturday. 

Name/Address....... 


Valerie Grove: Take off your 
coat and hat," says Gerald 
Kaufman "and leave your 
worries on the doorstep.” He 
wears an insouciant air for 
one who has put a bomb under 
Covent Garden_Page 21 

Feminism: The author of the 
Hite reports on female and 
male sexuality is now 55 and 
has produced a book on fe¬ 
male behaviour which is like¬ 
ly to be as controversial as its 
predecessors-Page 19 

Arts crisis: The arts world is 
infamous for declaring itself 
in crisis. This time Matilda 
may be burning_Page 20 


Truth and trial: Winnie Man¬ 
dela has finally faced what 
passes for the wrath of Des¬ 
mond Tutu. But the process 
will ultimately produce nei¬ 
ther the truth nor re¬ 
conciliation-Page 23 

Spires: Some of the best news 
that London has had for a 
long time is that Sir Christo¬ 
pher Wren’s City churches 
have been saved by the 
Church of England ..Page 23 

Sir Jeremy Isaacs; opera's 
future; euthanasia; English 
cuisine_Page 23 


Simon Jenkins: who would 
have thought that Labour’s 
jails would be filled with 
foxhunting racing drivers, 
arrested on illegal doorsteps 

with steaks?-Page 22 

Alan Borg: Too much of the 
recent debate over museum 
admission charges has given 
the impression of being con¬ 
cerned with papering over of 
funding cracks-Page 22 


The Ven G. B. Timms; Annie 
Lindsell. campaigner for vol¬ 
untary euthanasia; John £1- 
wyn. painter-Page 25 




BTR: Shares fell more than 12 
per cent after the company 
made its fifth profits warning 
since September l994Page 27 

Casinos: London Clubs In¬ 
ternational moved a step clos¬ 
er to becoming the first 
British company to enter the 
world's most famous gaming 
market after securing a stake 
in a major development in 
Las Vegas_Page 27 

Markets: The FTSE 100 rose 
60.6 to 5142.9. The sterling 
index fell to 104.3 after falling 
from $1.6762 to $1.6563 and 
falling from DM2.9670 to 


Football; England may 
play Chile in place of Co¬ 
lombia. against whom 
they have been drawn in 
the World Cup...-Page 37 
Rugby union: The opti¬ 
mism that rose with Clive 
Woodward's first selection 
as England coach has 
been tempered — Page 41 
Tennis: John McEnroe 
beat Bjorn Borg on a 
tie break, in their first 
match in Britain since 1961 

Wimled on-Page 35 

Cricket: Devon Malcolm 
moved from Derbyshire to 


Interview: With lan 

McCulloch-Page 6 

Comedy: Chewing the fat 
with Paul Whiohouse „ Id 
Books: 10-page guide, far 

Christmas-Page Id 

Films:-Pages 9.49 

Win one of 60 Eddie Izard 

videos-Paged, 

Music:-Pages 1245 

Shopping:—. Pages 26,27 


Life’s a drag: Riding with ' 
the Prince of Wales’S first 
drag hunt —Pages 1.2 
Property: prices; David 
Linky’S house; B&B acc¬ 
ommodation— Pages 840 
Country We: Training the 
world’s largest eagle for 

TV- Page 19 

Travel: Mexico; Syria: Mo¬ 
rocco; Hull —Pages 23-31 


Latest Road and Weather conditions 
UK Wcnthar. AH ragtom 0330 444 910 
IK Roads - All regions 0330401410 
fcmfe M25 0334 401 744 

K2S and Unk Roidi 0334 401 747 

National Mooomwyi 0334 401 740 

Conomntal Europe 0330 441 910 

CloiVMlointf 0334 401 3B8 

Motoring to H 03 throw 

3 Guwfcfc iSrporrs 0134 407 SOf 



fei M*. Office 
• number from jmw fa* 
Mlrabnd 414 >41 

box**, 4)4 143 

NuJmnJ Sudhta 
Mfrutur 

ptetura 414 307 


Weather by Fax Ohwmh-o«ce 

PM 0114 f aOtw— d by ittiti lu m bar from new 6 m 

WtacCounoy 414334 Mkcbnl 410 >41 

WSrtM 414 33* bornfe*. 4(4 *43 

’•«•»«* NmrnlSMA. 
414*37 

NVtifM 414110 ___ 

N.Eut 414 310 414 307 

Srodbnd 414344 
Mfltfu Marina 

tmhars Wan know 414 300 

Wold Cfty Weather & n»iato«a 

153 destinations world wlda 

by Phono (Dal ^ 0134 411314 

br Rue fmckn. page) 0334 414333 

Motoring 

Europe Counry by Country 0334 441 BBS 

European fuel costs 0334441 BS4 

French Moeorwaga 0314 401 887 

Seaport information 0334441 BBZ 

D te i ^ fa n d Parts 0334 401409 

USiunb 0334441 BOX 

[44] Car reports by fax 

new and used car reports from 

theAA menu oM95 can 0334 414 300 

Dai from jour fax handset, 
you may ham to set to pel receive mode 


Csd, are charfod u Hfc per 1 




□ General: northern and western 
Scotland will have dun. damp day, 
with occasional rain and extensive hill 
log. Eastern Scotland will also be 
doudy but there wiH ba some drier 
interludes. Northern Ireland will be 
mostly dull, with sprinkles ot light rain 
or drizzle, chiefly in the west England 
and Wales will be generally overcast 
but mostly dry. It will be mild but 
rather breezy with strong- south¬ 
westerly winds in many northern and 
western areas. 

□ London, SE England, Central S 
England, E Midlands, W Midlands, 
Channel Isles, Central N England: 

mostly cloudy with spots of drizzle. 
Wind fresh, southwest Max 11C 
(52F). 

□ E Anglia, E England, N E 
England: overcast with light rain, 
becoming drier later. Fresh southwest 
breeze. Max 11C (52F). 


□ SW England, S Wales, N Wales, 
NW England, Lake District, Isle of 
Man, N Ireland: cloudy with spots of 
rain. Drier and perhaps a Tittle brighter 
in the lee of hills. Strong southwest 
breeze. Max temp 12C (54F). 

□ SW Scotland, Glasgow, Central 
Highlands, Argyll, NW Scotland, 
Ononey, Shetland: dull with out¬ 
breaks of rain. Extensive hill and 
coastal fog. Strong to gale force 
southwest wind. Max 12C (54F). 

□ Borders, Edinburgh ft Dundee, 
Aberdeen, Moray Firth, NE Scot¬ 
land: cloudy with outbreaks of light 
rain, but some drier periods. Strong 
southwest wind. Max 12C (54F). 

□ Republic of Ireland; doudy with 
rain or drizzle in the North and West- 
Brighter inland later. Max 11C (52F). 

□ Outlook: some rain tn the West, 
but it will stay mostly dry in the East It 
will continue mild but breezy. 
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Sixi rises: 
750 am 


ACROSS 

1 No terra for this computer 
instruction? (6,6). 

9 Physician not using crates to take 
large animal (5). 

10 Band leader in haste to become a 
big name (9). 

11 One who keeps an eye on other 
people’s deliveries (3-6). 

12 River featured in dramatic retreat 

(5) . 

13 Illegal enterprise bringing outcry 

( 6 ) . 

15 Flew thus after takeoff (8). 

IS Open University about to make 
an offer (S). 

! 9 Second vehicle; a black Beetle (6). 

22 Finally got a head to provide 
lessons (5). 

24 Good plump porker that has Hs 
day in America (9). 

26 Vaulted diambers containing le¬ 
gal colleagues? (9). 

27 French white wine not opened far 
these wild parties (5). 

28 Old German in moving scene 
gives Christmas present (12). 

DOWN 

I Academy member holding an 
exhibition, perhaps (7). 


Solution to Puzzle No 20,650 
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SMS HQD0B SSSlDl 
0 n O 0 0 0 H 


2 Clean little dog? (3.2). 

3 Let me open convertible and 
escape with lover (9). 

4 Church many in diocese leave (6). 

5 Term embracing Italian far 
“mirth’; (8). 

6 Gold piece enough for round-the- 
world trip (5). 

7 One who replaces the locks after 
loss of crown? (3-5). 

8 Covered both sides of river by 
mounting mule, say (6). 

14 Deep split in original creation of 
Versace’s (8). 

16 Weirdo removed from the centre 
(9). 

17 Thus enliven so-called Doctor's 
place (8). 

18 Play better than first pair in our 
judgment (6). 

20 Sugar cane pulp producing meth¬ 
ane. say, in home (7). 

21 An of making woods far indoor 
bowls? (6). 

23 Pbefs house by the sea in France 
(5). 

25 Sanctuary sought from fiendish 
avenger (5). 


Solution to Puzzle No 20,655 
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11.10 pm 

first cfusfEbsr tomorrow 
London 3 53 pm to 7 53 am 
Bristol 4 03pm to801 am 
Ecfinburgti 3 40 pm to 829 am 
Manchester 351 pm to 8 10 am 
Fonzonoa 45i pm to 8.07 am 


Sun sets: 
353 pm 

Moon rtaes 
12.11 pm 


TOMORROW 
Sun rises: Sun seta: 

752am 352pm 

Moon seta Moon rises 


TOMOf 

C Sun rises 
752 am 
Moon sets 

Rrsl quarter today 
London 352 pm to 7 53 am 
Bristol 4 02 pm to 8 02 an 
Edinburgh 3.40 pm W 8 30 am 
Manchester 35Qi3ntnB.il am 
Penzance 420 pm to 8.08 am 
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Yesterday, rtghest day temp: Barra. Crjjar 
Hebrides, ire (52F); lowest day max: Ufia 
Ftewnmon iStoucesterstnre. 2C I36P): highest 
raJnfalt Aufioea. Highland. 14&n. highest sun¬ 
shine- Weymouth. DarwL 7 Ohr 


LAST WEEKS WINNERS: S 3 Palmer. Hoi/IKS 
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Regional rescue update 

□ North-East - 26/11/97 
In force 5 winds and 
heavy seas, the Whitby 
lifeboat launches to assist 
the crew of the fishing 
boat Pride and Joy, which 
has a tarpaulin caught 
around its propeller and 
rudder. They take the 
vessel in tow, and brin g 
her and the three men 
aboard safely into harbour. 

□ South-East - 24/11/97 
The crew of the 
Bembridge lifeboat stands 
by to rescuethe crew of 
the oil tanker Nordfahrer- 
packed with 28,000 tonnes 
of jet fuel —’ following a 
collision in the Channel 
that has caused a crack in 
her fuel tanks. 


□ Scotland - 29/11/97 
The crew of the Mallaig 
lifeboat rushes-to join 
the search for the fishing 
boat Kelly 'Manna after 
a satellite distress signal 
is received by the 
coastguard. After a - ; - 
search in the early hours, 
the lifeboaxmen sight a 
red flares and race to 
recover the vessel’s three - 
crewmen who have taken : 
to a Kferaft after their 
boat sank. 



Lifeboats 














































































































SHOPPING 



The big 
crush: 
women’s 
love affair 
with velvet 

Page 5 





Wina 
treasure 
chest of 
games 
worth £500 

Page 35 




Highgrove 
< sets the 
course for 
happy 
' hunting 

Lin Jenkins rides with Prince 


Charles’s first drag hunt at his 


home in Gloucestershire 


M 


y invitation was 
to join the first 
ever hunt over the 


from at least eight packs 
around the country, offered 
another explanation: “The 


X T X. Prince of Wales’s jumps are too big for him and 
land at Highgrove which did the pare too fast,” suggested 


not intend to kill a fox. one. “1 

Since etiquette in matters Anothe 
hunting is considered all, it is bay, si 
safe to assume the invitation been tc 
did not extend to leaving a hole he’d ge 
L.’jthe size of a horse in a well- Othe 
>, manicured hedge. Whether the sentim 
heir to the throne witnessed the langua 
wanton destruction to his estate series 
as horse and rider badly mis- walls, ] 
judged the 5ft hedge, plummet- five-baa 
ed down the drop on the far the exj 
side and crumpled into the mud, i 

drainage ditch, I will _ 

never know. 

My eyes were shut "The Prince 
All efforts were con¬ 
centrated on staying IS UlOVing 
on board and not 
leaving the imprint of Wltn 

my ample rump in ... 

the Highgrove mud pUDUC 
as the horse scram- - - , 

V bled to stay upright opinion 

The Prince might 
well have been 
watching. Those in the field on lowed 
better mannered mounts than tryside 
mine told me that his custom is huntsn 
to join a hunt when mounted, while 
when hounds and huntsmen master 
are at work deep in the country- die me 
side, not at the meet in full enceta 
public view. fox toe 

However, that day a news- smelly 
paper had suggested that a pred 
Prince Charles was to abandon Criti 
foxhunting as a result of the drag h 
public mood which culminated say it : 
in last week's vote in the House group t 
of Commons supporting a ban. lacks 
Many riders suggested that he foxhun 
wasn’t prepared to lend die But, 


one. “He values his safety.” 
Another, mounted on a large 
bay, said: “He has probably 
been told we are reckless and 
he’d get knocked off.” 

Others expressed similar 
sentiments in more colourful 
language. And, as the relentless 
series of hedges, dtystone 
walls, post and rail fences and 
five-bar gates landed several of 
tiie experienced riders in the 
mud, the theory could have 

_ been near to the 

truth. 

rince Highgrove estate, 
where the Glouces- 
Ving tershire pasture is 

fined with trimmed 
JT hedges and wdl- 

.. maintained drystone 

llC walls, provides spec- 

, tacular riding. 

LOTI Conditions were 

_ good for the scent, 

” and the hounds fol¬ 

lowed noisily across the coun¬ 
tryside, kept in check by the 
huntsmen and two whippers-in 
while the field master and 
master of the pack looked after 
the mounted field. The differ¬ 
ence here was that there was no 
fox to chase—just the scent of a 
smelly rag laid by a runner on 
a predetermined “line”. 

Critics and purists dismiss 
drag hunting as contrived, and 
say it is nothing more than a 
group cross-country ride which 
lacks the suspense of 
foxhunting. 

But, as my horse Toffee, a 14- 


theoxy credibility by joining the year-old gelding hardened by 
drag hunt over his own farm — several seasons with the Royal 
the sport involves a runner Military Academy and Staff 
/T laying a trail by dragging a College Sandhurst Drag Hunt , 
^ cloth saturated in a foul-smell- approached the first drystone 
ing concoction of aniseed, liq- wall we had ever encoun tered, 
■ u|d paraffin and other our fear was far from 


ingredients. 

Some of the field, drawn 


ContunedoB page 2 


























r 


■ i 


2 ■ cover story 


WEEKEND - SATURDAY DECEMBER 6 1997 


Rural folk have lost buses, jobs and schools, says Jonathan Young. Leave them farming and field sports 

Lord preserve us from the Snells 


A s the Rural Development 
Commission pointed out 
this week, the countryside 
b mu of stress. In reality, those 
thatched cottages now have a 
steady stream of cars roaring past. 
^ or P e them are tourists, but the 
majority are driven by locals. They 
have no choice since the bus 
system has collapsed and the local 
shops and services — the butcher, 
the baker, the overdraft-maker — 
have long been “rationalised" and 
"translocated" into the nearest big 
town. 

That is not what really causes 
the stress, though. What makes the 
countryside tense is the colonial 
spirit of those who move into it. 
They arrive with the National 
Trust tea-towel image and find all 
sorts of unmitigated ghastliness: 
combine harvesters chuntering 
through the night bringing in the 
wheat before the forecast down¬ 
pour; ponies leaving steaming 
piles in front of Rainbow Cottage 
... And then there are the loads. 

They are a huge disappointment 
to those nurtured on the rural 
idyll. The modem ploughman is 
just not property gnarled. Where is 
the knackered fiat cap, binder- 
twine belt and rich cider-wrought 
accent? 

Why does he sport a mid-1980s 
Botham haircut, drink Carlsberg 
Special and drive a Toyota pick-up 
at 60mph with ZZ Top at full 


thrust? He is not even, in that 
illuminating Home Counties 
phrase, a PLU —a Ftrson like Us. 

In my homevillage there was no 
saich distinction. You were bom 
there, and accepted. Of course, you 
had to be carefuL The fireman's 
annual ball inevitably ended up in 
one enormous brawl, and you had 
to be certain of die back-up team 
from your local pub. But this was a 
Uxal rivalry based on drinking 
habits and the ability to finish on 
double top after four pints of 
farmhouse rider. Whatever your 
background, you were country 
people with a shared set of values. 

To qualify as a proper PLU. a 
common outlook is unnecessary; 
all you need is a -similar income. 
The church, the village hall and 
the pub do a noble job in bringing 
everyone together, especially at 
Christmas when there is a genuine 
sense of goodwill to ail men. But at 
other tiroes, the three classic 
institutions of village life struggle 
hard to span the gap between 
those whose loyalties lie with four 
bedrooms and a Smallbore 
kitchen, and those whose affinities 
are with their county and its soiL 

Despite the differences, village 
life is usually a paragon of that 
uniquely English virtue — mind¬ 
ing your own business. It is 
political interference over beef and 
field sports that have set the village 
tectonic plates crunching. 



Townies can be disappointed with rural life. Local shops have gone, and local folk drive Toy ocas 


When the Agriculture Minister 
announced that beef could not be 
eaten on the bone, (he proper 
PLUs were not affected. They had 
already decided that cows were for 
mooing, calves were for stroking 
and that any meat from same 
should be transported in lead- 
lined boxes and incinerated — but 
not anywhere near them. 


In the remaining rural strong¬ 
holds we listened to the news that 
the new measure would remove 
the risk from the six cattle that 
might be dodgy — six. for God's 
sake — and vowed we would not 
see the nations beef farmers slide 
towards bankruptcy. We would 
eat beef like John Bull on double 
rations. 


On field sports, country people 
try to be as robust but it’s 
becoming increasingly wearisome, 
given the wholesale ignorance of 
the facts. This week I heard two 
ladies in a market-town bookshop 
denouncing a local “disgrace". 

“I saw tins man wandering 
around the grounds with a gun 
and that he strung up a pile of 


rabbits, all bleeding. Of course,! 
reported him." she finished trium¬ 
phantly. How do you explain that 
to someone so far removed from 
their rural roots that rabbits must 
be shot and must be paunched — 
gutted—immediately if the flesh is 
not to be tainted? 

What do you say to your 
neighbour at die dining-table who 
pours moral outrage over you for 
pheasant shooting white demolish¬ 
ing steamed breast of battery- 
fanned chook? 

Where I grew up, every boy had 
a catapult or an airgun. and most 
of us graduated to a gun. We shot 
the local foreshore tor duck, and 
we were the only people there in 
the snow-filled drizzle of a January 
day. Then the RSPB moved in. 
bought the foreshore, and the 
small lane leading to it is now 
crammed with birdwatchers* cars. 
A wiki place has become a leisure 
area. Yet most of the newcomers 
are all too delighted with the 
change, and will be deeply satis¬ 
fied that hunting is endangered. 

They should be wary of voicing 
this in foe wrong company. The 
People Not Like Us are becoming 
angered by the urban arrogance. 
They argue that the law should nor 
be manipulated to oppress minor¬ 
ities, that women were right to use 
extra-parliamentary action to get 
the vote, that gays were right to 
fight for their civi] liberties. 


■ There - is a popular apocryphal 
Sony which is currently doing the 
rounds. A forestry Commission 
spokesman is explaining to a 
group of Welsh fanners why the 
Commission will not be control¬ 
ling faxes in future nor allowing 
hunting on its land. He can hardly 
hear himself speak because each 
fanner is banging a box of Swan 
Vesta on the table in silent threat 
as to what might happen to his 
trees. 

C ollecting porcelain models 
of those exquisite ■ wattle- 
and-daub buildings that 
still make up most of the villages in 
my home county,' Devon, might 
seem a perfectly innocent hobby. 

But it is this over-romanticised 
view of rural life which is contrib¬ 
uting. to social unease, being part 
of the gingham-patterned distor¬ 
tion of the true nature of the 
countryside. 

Townie Blur, as he is now 
known in rural areas, needs to 
riiffhw the situation. Country 
people have - lost their transport 
their schools, their post offices, 
their jobs. But destroy farming 
and field sports, and you take 
away their hearts and souls. 

The newcomers will then find 
that the countryside is not so much 
stressful, as downright hostile. 

• The author is editor cfThe Field 
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Continued from page 1 
fabricated. A horse some way in 
front misjudged the take-off and 
crashed chest first into the wall, 
sending his rider sailing over the 
top. 

It was not a comforting sight 
Somebody had told us that the 
walls needed to be “showjumped". 
This means approaching them at a 
slower pace and with more preci¬ 
sion than you would do a hedge — 
at which you gallop so as to clear 
the ditch lurking behind it. 

A hedge will yield if a horse hits 
if; wooden gates normally break 
under the weight of a hunter. But a 
wall is ruck solid. And, with just 
three strides to go before we hit this 
Highgrove speciality. 1 still wasn't 
getting my message across to 
Toffee: “Slow down — for both our 
sakes.“ 

With a second to go. he finally 
responded to my desperate efforts 
and. sirring back on his hocks, 
cleared the wall in fine style. Then 
we were on to the next and the next 
— even wlien the afternoon sun 
was so low in the sky that we could - 
not see where we were going. The' 
compelling intensity of the jumps 
made up for any lack of suspense in 
the absence of the fox. 

T he pattern of drag hunting 
emulates that of pursuing 
a fox. But when a false 
scent is laid and the most 
exciting jumps are pre-selected, the 
sport beromes faster, more furious 
and more frightening than a 
foxhunt. It is no mure than a barely 
controlled bolt, interrupted by a 
succession of massive obstacles. 
Even though Highgrove lies in 
Beaufort country, it is only when an 
obliging fox runs in the right 
direction that these same walls and 
hedges are jumped by Prince 
Charles, Camilla Ptirker Bowles 
and others in the Beaufort Hunt's 
field. 

Foxhunting and drag hunting 
are uneasy bedfellows, however. 
Many foxhunts are suspicious of 
drags, believing them to be op¬ 
posed to their sport. Drag hunts 
have no formal view on foxhunting, 
although Brian Stern, the general 
secretary of the Masters of Drag 
Hounds and Blond Hounds Associ¬ 
ation. believes Michael Foster’s 
Wild Mammals (Hunting with 
Dogs] Bill is misconceived and 
socially divisive. 

Mr Stem's 17>hand hunter. 
Jack, bowled along easily over the 
Highgrove hedges, and there is no 
doubting his enthusiasm for his 
particular sport. “But drag hunting 
is a game." he says. "We do not sec 
ourselves as an alternative to 
foxhunting." 

By this he means that foxes are 
vermin, that they need to be killed, 
and that the alternatives to 
foxhunting are gassing, snaring, 
shooting or trapping. Those who 
argue that foxhunting should be 

replaced by drag, because the chase 
can be just os thrilling with a 
smelly soiled rag. seldom bear the 
farmer's needs in mind. Unless 
there is vermin control, few land¬ 
owners will look charitably on a 
galloping horde of huntsmen enjoy¬ 
ing themselves at the expense of 
their pastures and hedges. 

The Prince of Wales last Sunday 



How to join the 
Victorian sport of 
drag hunting 


The advantage of drag hunting is that the trail is planned to take in the best hedges, making for a more exhilarating time 


was clearly prepared to overlook 
the negative aspects of drag hunt¬ 
ing. And. by hosting such a hunt for 
the first time at Highgrove. he is 
moving with public opinion on 
hunting matters. The drag hunt 
was planned in February, so Mr 
Foster can claim no credit for 
having swayed the Prince’s mind. 

When the Prince was studying at 
Sandhurst he rode with the drag. 
Pat Sutton, the master, who first 
rode out aged 12. recalls: “He 
always rode up ar the front." He 
was. of course, younger then, and 
possibly bolder. His return to the 
drag hunt takes account of the 
widely lield view that a false scent 
followed by hounds is likely to be 
the only permissible method of 
hunting'in the new millennium. 

That is, unless the very idea of 
kennelling a pack of specially bred 
hounds for the purpose of sport 
comes under attack from those who 
think (hat a canine life other than 
endless hours in front of a fire and 
walks in a park is to be deplored. 
Animal-rights campaigners have 
already aired this view. 

Perhaps the driver of an orange 
Mini we encountered felt that way. 
Either that, or it was his innate 
prejudice against a bunch of “toffs" 
in a colourful collection of red. blue, 
blade and green hunting coats that 



Lin Jenkins, who negotiated drystpne walls for the first tune 


made him accelerate dangerously 
past a line of horses in the road 
while making an obscene gesture. 

He was not the only one. Even 
around Highgrove, deep in a rural 
community, the sight of a hunt 
dialed an angry response from a 
large number of passers-by. It was 
impossible to explain to the woman 
passenger in a white Peugeot who 
yelled “Killers!" our of the window 
that there would be no kill. And 


ANOTHER TIME, 
ANOTHER FACE. 
REVERSO DUO. 




thdt if the man who laid the scent 
were caught, he need fear only 
being licked to death—raw recruits 
hfve had to climb tree to escape 
the hounds' affections. 

' Drag hunting gets little publicity 
other than from the anti-foxhunting 
brigade, who parade it as an 
■^acceptable" country pursuit 
Horse and Hound, the equestrian 
ly. declined an invitation to 
r the meet at Highgrove, even 


though no other drag hunt had ever 
hosted a meet to which -so many 
members from other packs had 
travelled to attend. 

The equestrian world's antipathy 
may be because the sport is 
promoted not by those who take 
part, but by those who are anti- 
foxhunting. Prince Charles’s sup¬ 
port, given the standoffish nature 
of tiie equestrian hierarchy, is a 
serious boast “Being allowed to 
meet ar Highgrove is quite a coup," 
says Mr Stem- 

Drag hunting - is immense fern. 
Like all equestrian pursuits it can 
be dangerous. At Highgrove, sev¬ 
eral riders ended up with bumps 
and bruises, although the worst 
damage was to their pride. One 
woman whose face collided with a 
wall was quite badly hurt, but even 
she was able to walk away herself 
before going to hospital. 

As we hacked back to the horse 
boxes, Toffee jogged and snatched 
excitedly at the bn. “Well, you have 
survived," said a friend from the 
Sandhurst drag. “That's what it is 
all about." Indeed, die following 
morning l felt I had done several 
rounds in the boxing ring and still 
retained an element of the terror of 
approaching my first drystone 
waJL Prince Charies had missed a 
terrific day. 


DRAG HUNTING differs 
from foxhunting in that the 
hounds or foxhounds follow a 
scent laid by a runner trailing a 
srneflybag behind him, rather 
than the scent of a fox. 

The man runs over fields, 
hedges and rivers on a route 
which has been pre-arranged 
between the hunt and the 
landowner, whose farms the 
mounted field wfll becrossing- 
BJood hounding is similar, 
except that the hounds are of a 
different breed, and chase the 
airborne scent of a man or woman 
—who often has not washed 
for a while—running ahead of 
them. They tend to be slower. . 

Trail scents, used in both 
sports, began as foxhound 
contests which could be easily 
watched as one hunt pitted tfteir 
prowess against another. It 
was not long before people 
realised it would be fun to 
follow on horseback and enjoy the 
fast and furious pursuit. 

The sport developed farther 
on grounds of convenience: those 
who could not find the time to 
spend a whole day watching and 
waiting for the foxhounds to 
pickup a live scent decided to lay 
tfaeirowntnuL-; 

Oxford University was one 
of the first institutions to hum a 
dedicated drag pack, and 
Cambridge University followed 
suit in 1855. ' 

The Army, attracted by the 
short time it took to follow the 
drag, together with the 
intensity of the equestrian 
demand, formed the 
Shornclifie in east Kent in 1861. 

The Household Brigade 
formed its drag pack two years 
later, the Royal ArtiDery at 
Woolwich in 1866, and the Staff 
College at Camberiey and the 
Royal Military Academy at 
Sandhurst in 1869. - 

Drag hunting became so 
esteemed an activity at die latter 
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that, by the end of the 19th 
century, those who did not ride 
well with the drag stood little - 
chance of a staff job. 

Attitudes have dunged, but 
the Army still hunts with the 

Sandhurst drag, and die pack 
is still celebrate! in photographs 
and memorabilia at the 
recently abandoned Staff College 
at Sandhurst 

False scents also proride 
better amusement for those who 
follow the hunt on foot (n fact, 
they follow by car, but the 
advantage of a false scent is 
that they can be told where to look 
for the spectacle. 

The dress code for drag 
hunting is similar to that for 
foxhunting. Each hunt has its 
uniform of hunt coat collar and 
buttons, which is awarded to 
those enthusiastic enough to be 
given their hunt colours. 

Visitors and occasional 
participants wear a black or blue 
bunting coat and stock, or 
neckcloth, or a simple hacking 
jacket with shirt and tie. 

COSTS VARY, but an average 
subscription for a member of a 
hunt is about £400 for a 
season. That runs from October to 
April, with a hunt meeting 
perhaps six times a month. 

Visitors pay between £35 and 
£50 a day although there are deals 
for newcomers. 

An experienced hunter 
would cost from £5.000, but many 
people who ride to hound have 
paid much less for their horses. 
The cost of keeping a horse 
stabled at livery for the purpose of 
drag bunting in the South East 
of England costs at least £100 a 
week, excluding die cost of 
shoeing and transport to shows. 
However, costs are lower in the 
summer when the horse is resting 


Lin Jenkins 
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A runner with the Sandhurst drag will trail a bag of aniseed, 
liquid paraffin and other ingredients as he runs across fields 
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Foulsham in Norfolk—“on the road to nowhere”—which Ray Lake decorates with 30,000 lights, attracting crowds of visitors: The village just gets flooded with people. We*ve had to install traffic lights because the streets cant cope" 


We’re all lit up 
for Christmas 


Some people spend 
thousands on 
festive lights, but 
with mixed results, 
says Damian 
Whitworth 


A s you read this, 
something may be 
nagging away at the 
back of your mind. 
You have tried to shut it out' 
but it will not go away. 
Eventually you are going to 
have to accept that it is time to 
get the ladder and go into the 
loft, it is time to hunt For the 
Christmas tree lights. 

Of all the seasonal rituals, 
putting the glow glow glow 
into Christmas is one that can 
be guaranteed to remove a lot 
of the early ho ho ho. Who has 
not found themselves over¬ 
come by humbug after wres¬ 
tling to identify the one blown 
bulb that is ruining the entire 
string of coloured lights? 

For some, dreaming of a 
bright Christmas occupies 
their entire year. By now they 
are sitting at home beneath 
roofs groaning with the weight 
of thousands of lights and a 
thick layer of (fake) snow. 
Festive illuminations can be 
controversial. The displays in 
the West End of London this 
year have been criticised by 
the Royal Institute of British 
Architects for lacking imagi¬ 
nation and taste. And Ron 
Mann, of Worcester, was the 
focus of attention last week 
because his 1.000-bulb display 
had been put up two months 
before Christmas. 

H owever, this is law 

wattage compared 
to others blazing 
out of some cor¬ 
ners of the country. By Ray 
Lake’s own admission. Foul- 
sham. the Norfolk village 
which is home to him and 800 
other souls “is on the road to 
nowhere". But his yuletide 

home-improvement pro¬ 
gramme has brought half the 
county flocking to his door. 

Mr Lake. 53. is the driving 
force behind a lighting display 
that has grown beyond his 
wildest dreams. "I started out 
five or six years ago in a small 
way. just 1,000 bulbs on my 
house. Now weve got in excess 
of 30,000 lights this year. 
We've spread from our house 
to the market square and the 
High Street because we had so 
many people coming to the 
house we couldn’t cope. 

The village has beautiful 
old houses and we’ve done all 
their roofs and chimneys and 
even the gunerings and the 
church tower. We*ve got 
Christmas trees, candles, bells 
and sleighs. We set the lights 
on wire frames made by my 
son. They fake several weeks 
to make but if we had boujpt 
them it would havecost the 
better part of E100J30G. WeVfi 
probably spent £15^00- 
£20,000 over the years.” 

Mr Lake pays for the bulte 
• ,r —takes time on 
his firm of 
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Carol and Eddie Read enliven their small house in Gorieston. Norfolk, with.15.000 lights and ten Christmas trees 




John and Diane Southern, from Bristol decorate their garden earft r.hridimac 


himself and 
from .running 


electricians, for which his two 
sons also work, to spend three 
weeks putting up the lights. 
“We get great pleasure out of it 
and last year we took £30,000 
for charity." he says. 

Although his aimer of Nor¬ 
folk is sparsely populated, 
word of the illuminations has 
spread far and wide and Mr 
Lake is overwhelmed. “We’ve 
got 100 coaches booked 
already. The village just gets 
flooded with pei^de. We’ve 
had to install traffic lights 
because the streets cant cope. 
Every parking place is allo¬ 
cated and we have got fields 
set aside for cars. My wife and 
a friend used to organise the 
whole thing bur now we have 
15 people doing it and we had 
our first planning meeting 
back in June. It'S getting 
beyond us. We are the victims 
of our own success, I suppose. 
You obviously get some people 
who get cheesed off in the 
village. I'm all right because 
we are out of the main square 
and have got a back exit, but it 
can be annoying." 

The one thing Mr Lake is 
determined to control is die 
quality of his work. His lights. 


he insists, will not be tacky: “I 
think ours are tastefuL We try 
and keep away from the 
plastic images." 

The Smyth family of 
Holywell. Ciwyd. are equally 
busy. They have a garden 
filled with hundreds of film 
and cartoon characters cre¬ 
ated from plywood and thou¬ 
sands of coloured bulte. This 
year they were working round 
the dock to ensure that the 
Teletubbies and a dragon that 
breathes smoke will be ready 
to join Midtey Mouse and all 
101 dalmatians. “My husband 
dots lighting sequences arid 
we have music on tape for all 
the different characters. 
Coaches come throughout the 
Christmas season,” says Lyn- 
nette Smyth, who has been 
rigging up Christmas illumi¬ 
nations for 21 years. 

“The neighbours probably 
think we are mad but they love 
it IPs Christmas, isnt it? The 
electricity bill goes up by about 
£300 but it^s worth it. It gives 
pleasure to so many people, 
especially those who can’t get 
up to Blackpool." 

Carol Read, 55, whose home 
in Gorieston, Norfolk, will 


once again be bedecked with 
15,000 lights tfiis season, ex¬ 
plains that die key to a 
successful display is inventive¬ 
ness. “It's not a big house but 
we’ve got ten Christmas trees 
inside." Highlights on the 
outside of her semi indude a- 

Santa and sleigh over the door. 
and reindeer on the eaves. 

“Children ask if Santa’s in 
and I have a little 
answerphone and I press it 
and it says: ‘Santa'S not in at 
the moment, he's cut loading 
his sleigh but he will get back 
to you after these jingles’." 

T he art is a c o m p e titi ve 
one. with aficionados 
highly critical of each 
other's efforts, Mrs 
Read is not impressed by Mr 
Mann who, with just 1,000 
lights, managed to commit 
some cardinal style faux pas. 
Those Father Christmases 
were very tacky, I'm sorry to 
say." she remarks of the large 
plastic Santas that had fea¬ 
tured on the outside of the 
house. “I cotour-bicnd in. If 
("m doing a room in pink I do 
it in pink. You cant have hits 
of difforovt coloured tinsel 



everywhere. I don’t do it to 
show off, don’t get me wrong, f 
love the decorations. They 
make the house look warm 
and cosy and inviting. 

“We have coachloads of 
people queueing up and we 
are constantly opening the 
door so people can come 
through the house. It must 
have cost thousands over die 
years but 1 don't think of it like 
that, irs my pleasure." 

Not everyone is as happy. 
Vernon and Mollie Dunn are 
distraught because;. for the 
first time since they scarred 
their idiosyncratic decorations 
six years ago at their home in 
Lytham St Anne’s, Lancashire, 
they have-not been able to 
mount their display.^ “I’ve a 
bad shoulder," explains Ver¬ 
non, 69. “so we couldn't do the 
garden this year and. weve 
ted so many disappointed 
callere Inside, weve got. ski- 
slopes, carousels, three Christ¬ 
mas trees. Christmas tends 
and Mickey Mouses,, but I 
couldn't manage the garden. 
Bui next year I'm going to 
make a comeback — Ive got 
some catalogues from Amer¬ 
ica already." ; - 
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If all fails 


her a hug 



PRESENTS FOR HER 


W ith so many shops reluctant to take back unwanted 
Christmas presents because it depresses their January 
cni receipts, it is important that you buy the woman in 
your life the right gift first time. If you find choosing the perfect 
present too daunting a challenge, then do hot be ashamed just to 
play safe: compromise on something that is sensually feminine, 
but which can be easily absorbed into the' everyday life of the 
household if it turns out not to be, after all her heart's most 
burning desire. This way, if she opens her present on Christmas 
morning and sighs, “Oh darling, it's absolutely lovely, but I think 
there's probably still some life left in the pure badger shaving 
brush/186-piece spanner set/Melinda Messenger cufflinks (one 
breast per cuff, set in sterling silver, very tasteful) -that you also 
bought me last year”, your carefully chosen present is not 
completely wasted. 

Of course, the shops will be closed on Christmas Day. making it 
difficult actually to go out and buy a replacement gift, but do not 
despair: just remember that every “intimate" survey you have ever 
read in Cosmopolitan says that what women most want from their 
man is a cuddle and a sense of humour. So wrap up your arms in 
some festive tissue paper and give your wife or girlfriend a warm 
hug, while telling Her that, hilarious joke about the Duchess of 
York and the dried apricots^ If she baulks at your generous, 
affectionate gift, then it is probably just as well you found out she 
was; an ungrateful, humourless little hussy before you had 
splashed out on buying her a top-of-the-range, Brian Lara- 
endorsed cricketbat for her next birthday.' ■ 

Joe Joseph 


PRESENT her with the 
ultimata transport a 
Hold-up bSra in 
stainless steel, £475 
from Nauticafta (mag 
order t Q1932.253333). 
On bicycle saddle: 
Carolina Herrera’s 
taupe mock-python 

"Keiy bag, £302 
(0181-3589718). On 
handlebars: chroma 
mild-monocular for 
theatre lovers, £37.50, 
Paperehase (0171-580 
8496). For the waman 
who Htes nothing 
better than undressing 
a classical body: 
Mcheiangalo's David 
fridge magnet, £9.95. 
Irani Initial Ideas (mail 
Older, 01548 8310709 

A lasting alternative to 
roses: cream silk 
handbag by designer 
Sam Cross, £86, Koh 
Samti (0171-240 
4280). On bike's back: 
a candle that will last 
aB winter. £K5, Habitat 
(0654 334433). On top 
of candle: silver and ., 
jewelled sphere with a 
replaceable scented 
candle inside. £59.90. 
Parks Candies (0181- 
6306300). 
Contemporary, and 
very precious, 
moonstone, crystal 

and tourmaline, 
bracelet by Sarah 
Weiss, £460, Koh 
Samui (as bekxe). On 
Wee's middle-bar. silk 


andRnertaflppers 
wflh golden 
embroidery, £100, The 
General Trading 
Company (0171-730 
0411). Back suede 
leather beh with 
diamante buckle, 
£39.95,Harvay Nichols 

(0171-2355000). Give 
the green woman in 
your Bfe a tree born the 
BTCV (the British Trust 
(or Conservation 
Volunteers). Fora 
donation of £17, 
volunteers win plant a 

tree as part ol a 
campaign to increase 
the UK's native 
wood and cover 
(01491 839766). 

MIDDLE ROW: Vega 
Fttiire hand-made 
udine glass, in a range 
ot six colours, £58, 
Baccarat (0171-409 
7767). Black nylon 
vanity bag, £480. 
Tanner KroHe (0171- 
491 2243) with several 
compartments to store 
her essential beauty 
aids. Walnut leather 
.CD case, £95, to cany 
her music 

cotectionabroadorin 
the car, Mulberry 
(01749340500). 

Zarvfs redemption 
kit, £35: an indulgent 
set of bath oils and 
herbs, Liberty (0171- 
7341234). Take her on 
eiperlence she will 


never forget a flight 
inaTiger Moth, £139 
. lor 30 minutes, Red 
Letter Days (0181-343 
5354). Or give 
hat wings on her 
(set wth the latest K2 
Extreme Right inline 
■ skates, £159. fioed 
Runner (0171-792 
0684). Christmas 
decoration on ktiine- 
skate: velvet heart. 
£3-25, General Trading 
Comply (as before). 

FRONT ROW (from 
left): French purse, 
£69, and credit-card 
purse, £39, both In 
dark brown leather with 
golden buckle, Harvey 
Nichctis (as before). 
Two-cup luxury chrome 
e spr esso maker. 
£44.95. Ocean (maS 
order, 0800132985). 
Give her a real taste of 
Italy with Antonio 
Cariuccto's Music and 
Menus from Italy, a 
recipe book with CD 
for her to sing along to, 
£16.99, The Conran 
Shop (0171-589 7401). 
Or wrap her in a pure 

luxury: e hand- 
embroidered stiver silk 
scarf, £450, Georgina 
von Etzdorf (0171-409 
7789) 

Photographs by Des 
Jenson. Styling and 
research by Jennifer 
Ruggeberg 


Where you can buy gifts 


I n the annual stampede of 
the Christmas Shopping 
Stakes, former champion 
jockey Richard Pitman 
always waits until well into the 
final furlong before making 
his move. Then, on Christinas 
Eve, he goes galloping into 
Once _A Tree in Cheltenham, 
knowing it is an odds-on 
certainty that he will be able to 
find something there for every¬ 
one on his list. 

“Far anyone like me who 
leaves buying their gifts until 
the very last moment, it's the 
perfect place, full of the most 
interesting and unusual 
presents," says Mr Pitman. 54, 


Richard Pitman gets his last-minute 
presents from a wood and paper 
shop, Michael Cable discovers 


who is now a racing commen¬ 
tator and best-selling thriller 
writer. 

As the name implies, every¬ 
thing sold in Once A Tree is 
made from wood or paper. 
Products come from all 
around the world and 
from toys and games to 
en utensils and from graceful 
African figures carved out of 
ebony to novelties such as 


wooden wrist watches and 
wooden fountain pens. 

The Chdtenam branch, 
located in an award-winning, 
two-storey glass building in 
the heart of the city's Montpel¬ 
lier shopping area, is one of a 
chain of sue up and down the 
country. 

“The Oxford branch is actu¬ 
ally nearer to where I'm living 
these days, but I*m always in 


EXCLUSIVE OFFER 


THE ^ TIMES 


Save £100 on this 
Six-piece saucepan set 



loday The Times and Viners offer readers 
X the chance to buy this quality stainless 
steel six-piece saucepan set from their Insight 
range for just £99, a saving of £100 on the 
mrrp of £199. 

This stylish set has a highly polished finish, 
matching stainless steel knobs and stay-cool 
handles ^ith hanging loops for easy storage, 
it consists of 16,18 and 20cm saucepans and a 


20cm casserole dish, all with glass lids, plus a 
14cm mffk pan and 24cm frying pan. both 
with a non-stick interior. Each pan has a 
5mm encapsulated base allowing the heat to 
be absorbed Quickly, which means food is 
cooked more efficiently. 

Hie saucepans are suitable for all types of 
hobs except induction. Each pan is dish¬ 
washer safe and guaranteed for ten years. 


THE TIMES SAUCEPAN SET OFFER 


Mr/Mra/■ 
Address -- 


Oi debt mv MastoCaxJ/Vfca aid ne. 

i m ii i"n"i i i iti i 11 


PO St C O d " 

i g nrkM adWCXW/POl8)"^F ! 4^ lffi 
7ft* rams Saucapfln tutOtter FT705 
Value--Card No-— 


Pm Nans. 
Signature — 


E*p.Dans. 


ITEM 

QTY_ 

S/TTEM 

TOTAL 

VIIIERSSMICSMNSET 


£99 
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CHANGING TIMES 


Cheltenham for the racing and 
my 85-year-old mother still 
lives up the road so l prefer to 
come here," he sayv . : • 

"I regularly uised to buy 
dressing gowns as presents 
from another shop nearby 
called The Square Pillow, 
which was how I first discov¬ 
ered Once A Tree." 

And he adds: “Their stuff is 
so irresistible that I usually 
end up buying presents for 
myself as well as for other 
people. We men normally end 
up with socks and pants and 
handkerchiefs at Christmas, 
so I take the opportunity to 
spoil myself." 

A giraffe carved in the 
Zimbabwean village of Binga 
from the wood of the 
Munyanya tree, a life-size 
heron made from the Indone¬ 
sian softwood bdalu and a 
serpent fashioned from a 
length of creeper, all pur¬ 
chased from Once A Tree, can 
be found decorating various 
comers of the Oxfordshire 
village home he shares with 
Mandy, his wife. 

He also collects walking 
sticks, of which Once A Tree 
has a wide selection, and is 
very taken with its "rain 


my 

favourite 

shop 


sticks" — dried cacrus stems, 
2-3ft long and a couple of 
indies wide, with seeds which 
cascade down inside when you 
turn than, creating a soothing 
sound like falling rain, "Great 
for de-stressing yourself," he 
says. 

It is hard to believe Mr 
Pitman does suffer from 
stress. But his life has been 
tough and success did not 
come easy. Bom within a 
bookmakers’ signalling dis¬ 
tance of the racecourse at 
Cheltenham, he became a 
stable lad because, he says, 
"what else do you do if you’re 
the uneducated runt'of the 
litter who has failed all nine of 
yourCWevdsT 

He went on to win470 races, 
induding just about every, 
classic except the Grand Nat¬ 
ional. for whidi he was cruelly 
pipped in tiie fast few strides in 
1073. . 

Eighteen years later, this 
disappointment was' 'com¬ 
pounded when, as a commen¬ 
tator, he watched exactly the 
same tiling happen to Mark, 
his son by his first wife Jenny 
Pitman. 

During his own 15-year 
riding career, he broke nearly 
«ery bone is his body many 
times over — nose and collar- 




Under starters orders: Richard Pitman with managers Loan Nanness and Belinda Wilson 

racing to become a BBC 
commentator and to run a 
small stud, breeding race- 
. horses and Connemara po¬ 
nies. A true countryman at 
heart, he feels a particular 
affinity with wood and crafts¬ 
manship which is why, he 
supposes, he is so drawn to 
Once A Tree. 

ejust loves the feel 
of wood, he says, 
running his hands 

_■—: -over some of the 

intricate puzzle boxes which fit 
together like jigsaws and come 
in* walnut, burr maple and 
koa. ' - 

"And look at these." he aHric 
reaching for one of the flower 
vases -in lignum vitae, the 
cream, green and brown col¬ 
ours of which change subtly in 
different lights. “They make 
marvellous and relatively in¬ 
expensive presents." 

Naturally, he takes tea £595 
rocfcmgJiorse. by fer tbe'most 
expensive item in the shop, 
and. sportingly agrees to' be 
pictured in the saddle. 

The bid. championship style 
is still there but; as he says 
cheerfully: "I sometimes miss 
the thrills, but not the spills." 

* Once A Tree, The Courtyard. 

Montpellier, Cheltenham (DI242 ' 
224643- Mon-Sat 9jOtm-53Qpm, 
Sun tlam-Spm. 



Once A Tree specialises ip wood and paper products 


bone ar least ten times each, 
ribs, ankles, legs and arms on 
a regular basis. On topof that 
there was the continual tor¬ 
ture, for a naturally chunlqr 
.figure, of sweating off the 
pounds to make the weight 
So why does anybody do it? 
“There’S nothing like thrill of 
riding half a ton of thorough¬ 


bred over a fence in front of a 
big crowd.’’ he shrugs, with a 
twinkle in his one good eye. 
having lost the sight of the 
other five years ago after being 
repeatedly kicked by a horse 
that threw him as he was 
trying to break it in. 

That happened some time 
after he h$d retired from 



CHRISTMAS is com¬ 
ing, the goose is getting 
frantic and any time now 
the decorations should 
be going up. This year’s 
seasonal Made in China 
novelty is the singing 
Christmas tree, which 
has a sensor attached to a 
branch. 

Walk past the 3210- 

high plastic tree and it 
bursts into life. The 
branches move to reveal 
Large flashing eyes and a 
huge mouth which 
mouths festive greetings 
and bursts of carols. 

The tree comes with a 
mains adaptor and has a 
three-way switch, vol¬ 
ume control and. fortu- 



The singing tree 

nately, an off switch. 
Children love it but older 
elves might find the lim¬ 
ited repertoire grates by 
Christmas Eve. 

Wacky Shaky Christ¬ 
mas Pals are 4in-high 
soft toys buQt around 
rigid plastic bodies. Clap 
your hands and they sing 
Jingle Bells as if on 
helium. On a carpet they 
wobble furiously but on 
a smooth surface they 
jerk through a full circle 
before turning them¬ 
selves off. 

Tim Wapshott 

• Singing Christmas 
Tree. £49.95 plus p&p, 
and Wacky Shaky 
Christmas Pals. £9.95 plus 
p&p, Jmm the Gadget 
Shop ( 0 HS 2860860 ). 


BARGAINS 


There are bargains to be 
had all over the country 
With £100, what would 
you buy? 

THERE is a rotten tree 
stump in our garden. It is 
the only excuse I need to 
visit the West Midland 
Farmers* retail centre in 
Melksham, Wiltshire, 
with my El 00. 

WMF sells practical 
things for formers: sheep 
dip, gate posts, chain 
saws and electric fences. 
There are no frills (farm- 
jfefers do not waste money) 
fpbid everything is built to 
. last It is the sheer practi¬ 
cality that impresses me. 
And the 18 different types 
of Wellington boot, from 
pricey green Hunters to 
heavy blade galoshes 



Beware 
• of hull 


Rural essential 

with real heels and soles. 
Wellies are the first item 
on my list and 1 choose 
the Steel Shanks with 
rust-red soles and shiny 
patent uppers. Not bad 
for E8.95 and a perfect 
accompaniment to the 
£7.95 waterproof suit. Just 
the thing to wear when 
uprooting a tree stump. 

Sadly, WMF does riot 
sell dynamite. But the 
£1951 Hand Power Puller 
Shifts Two Tons is the 
next best thing. Bolt it to 
the wall with the ISin 
adjustable spanner (£9.81) 
and you can shift almost 
anything. 

Having pulled out the 
root I need to chop it up, 
which is why I have spent 
£16.99 on a tree-felling axe 
with American hidtory 
handle. Once the hole is 
filled in and turfed over, 
an old-fashioned galvan¬ 
ised watering can .with 
brass rose (£10.95) is just 
what is needed. 

Now a confession!. I am 
an imposter in WFM. so l 
am going to buy a sign. 
Beware of Bull, for £430. 
There is still enough kit 
over for an aluminium 
fexnp shade and a com¬ 
bine harvester — for my 
fiye-year-old son. 

- Simon 
de Bruxelles 
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W hen the skies are 
grey and it is too 
“Id even to con- 

ir 10 tha ii!!!i^wS| 

dress, there are only three 
things that cheer me up: a bis 
log fire, wine and a pair of 
velvet trousers. 

Odd? Perhaps. But velvet 
has that ability to lift the 
spirits. It’s nor just that it 
clings to the body in a soft, 
fluid way: it is also comfort¬ 
able. warm and looks fantasti¬ 
cally dramatic. 

This season the range is 
bigger than ever. There are not 
only the bohemian jackets 
worn by Bloomsbury bon 
vtvants such as Lady OttoKne 
Morrell, but the sexy rocker 
styles flaunted by rebels such 
as Marianne FaithfuIL 
Stores are draped with long, 
slinky dresses and flowing 
palazzo pants for evening, arid. 
tailored trouser suits and hip¬ 
sters with satin-trimmed tops 
tor hang-loose occasions. 
There are also slips, saucy 
shorts and bikini tops, which . 
can be worn day or evening. 

V elvet takes colour in 
a way thaf is both 
light and dark,” 
says the designer 
Caroline Charles, “which 
means it has depth that works 
for most occasions." 

Accessories have been creat¬ 
ed to complement the looks: 
tasselled and beaded evening 
bags, embroidered shawls and 
strappy sandals. And the item 
most coveted by women for 
winter a scarf from Georgina 
von Etzdorf, Clarissa Hulse or 
Neisha Crosland. 

Because velvet has a strong 
base and a soft, silky pile, it is 
surprisingly resilient making 
it an ideal fabric to distress 
and bum with paint and adds. 
Devore finishes were featured 
in almost every winter collec¬ 
tion, from Donna Karan and 
lssi?y Miyake to Paul Frith and 
Vivienne Westwood. 

At Etro, which opened on 
London's New Bond Street in 
September, deep-pile velvets 


treats for winter nights 
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and see-through deficates are 
both well represented. “Velvet 
is both sporty and luxurious 
which perfectly complements 
the spirit of our time,” says 
Kean Etro. design director. 

Unlike the 1920s. when the 
only velvet available was 
made of silk, today* synthetic. 

. inexpensive lookalikes are 
easy to dean. High-street 
stores stock elegant dresses for 
Jess than £ 100 , velveteen shoes 
for less than £30. and accesso¬ 
ries for less than a fiver. Which 
means that everyone can now 
join in the velvet revolution. 

Lisa Grainger 



r>1' 


•vv- ’V'V'v 

V&'-.X ' 

• .V v, . 

: • A r • 



Photographs by Richard. Bums. Hair and make-up by 
Sally Kvalhsbn for Jo Hansford (0171-4957774). 
Styling ty Amandtp UppaL Shot on location at Mulberry's 
Chariton House Hotel (01749 342008) 
















TOP LEFT: Dark blue velvet 
coat. £520. Katharine Hamnett. 
5W1 (0171-623 1002) Devote 
dress. £449. Paul Frith. Harrods, 
S'.VI (0171-739-8150j Red 
snakeskir, ankle-lie shoes, £225, 
Gina. SIV1 (0171-235 2932) 

ABOVE: Fake tur-lnm silk coat, 
£650. Scapa, 171 (0171 -637 
1450) Pium (-nitled cardigan. 
£120. The Scotch House. SW1 
{mS' ! order. 01 71 -5S1 2151). 
Greer devore bias-cui skirl. 
£49 99 Next. as. before. Plum 
and bronze beaded choker, 
£295. Van Peterson. SW3. and 
Liberty. W1 (0171-584 1101). 
vetve: ank)e-tie pumps. £175. 
Gina, as before 

TOP RIGHT: Plum velour stretch 
tank-top, £78. Etro. Wl 
(0771-495 5767). P'nk velvet 
‘.rousers. £49 99. Next 
(0345 1Q05Q0) 

ABOVE LEFT: Dark brown and 
rec veive: dress. £760, Eiro, as 
before. Orange crushed-velvet 
sif/er-hoop bag. £S5. 
Ccccmeiis. Dickins & Jones. 
(0171-734 7070) 

FAR LEFT: Grey metallic silk 
putt skirt with clack velvet trim. 
£372. Workers For Freedom. 
Liberty. Wl; Harrods. SW1 
(0171-978 7813). Black sheer- 
kf:.: vest top. £390 Gucci. 33 0W 
Bend Street. Wl (0171-629- 
2715? Black suede mules ,£195, 
3:na, as before 

LEFT: Deep plum velvet blazer 
with satin trim. £425. matching 
calazzo parrts, £275. lace vest, 
£255, Mulberry, Wl (0171-491 
3300). Velvet bag. £21. Marks & 
Spencer, selected branches 
{0171-935 4422). Red velvet 
shoes with leather straps. £296. 
Gifia. as before 
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THREE OF A KIND 


IN THE depths of winter, nothing cheers a 
woman up like a soft, luxurious velvet scarf. 
Here are three of the best 




TOP: Marmalade devore 
“French knot'', £125, Neisha 
Crosland. Harrods. SW 1 , Liberty, 
Wl (0171-978 43891 
TOP RIGKT: Devore scarf. £75. 
Fern Wright and Man son. House 
of Fraser (0171 -323 4821 1 
RIGHT: Paisley devore scarf, 
£129, Caroline Charles. Wl 
fOI 71-629 4077) 



0 V fruit 

k. nv& 

^ 3 layer of , 

*i) vv , 

e backgrO&& 

^'°^.fter 1 * o0 ' entby 

and caramel. 

bodied, 

Cre 3nry, with 3 


subdued sweet 
outset an A 

a fight and 



. ■ *.)•.. - ’’ W. 







O ur Sherry Wx>d Finish is a. subtle variation of die dank 
Gfenmorangie, It's final maturation, period is 
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‘As the yea rs advance, and s pontaneity succumbs to maternity, I have found myself turning, fa my vague way, into Mia Boaters' 

Wi 


'ell. look here. I am sorry to 
men non the C-word, but tire re 
is no escaping it now. Even I 
have had to admit that it is happening. 
Outside the greengrocers there are rows 
and rows ofthrismias trees, trussed up 
like prickly grey-green holsters, and 
above them, back and forth all rhe way 
up Btackhearh High Street, zigzags a 
string of fairy lights, provided, it says on 
a large banner, by die tradespeople of 
Blacklieath (no nasty municipal lights for 
us, thanks all the same). 

The Great Switch-On fakes place this 
afternoon. “Shall we be rhere?" Alexan¬ 
der wants tu know. It depends on how I 
am getting nn with my panic buying, is 
the answer. 

VVhen die sun shines and the roses are 
in bloom, in the sections of daily 
newspapers given over to the doings of 
batty hut harmless women — the very 
fag-ends of the Home News pagff — 
there appears each year a report of how 
some Mrs Bonkers of Nottingham or 
Ipswich has made it her business to 
complete all her Christmas shopping six 
months ahead of time, right down to the 
turkey, the mince pies and die stuffing, 
which now repose, carefully date- 


What’s cooking this Christmas? 


labelled, in some far crevice of her chest 
freezer. ’ 

God. how sad, I used to think, as of 
course you are meant to, on reading of 
poor Mrs Bonkers and her attempt to 
Get Ahead of Herself. Except that, as the 
years advance, and spontaneity suc¬ 
cumbs to maternity, I have found myself 
turning, in my vague and disorganised 
way, into Mrs Bonkers. The January 
sales (which, for some reason. I dread far 
less than die spiteful ruck of West End 
Christmas shoppers) find me scooping 
up armsful of devote velvet this and 
crystal that, thinking, "This will do for 
Maiy; this will be perfect for Lucy." 

The maddening thing is. it doesn’t 
work. December comes and. smug as 
M artha Stewart after bottling a bushel of 
plums, I fling open the door of rhe 
present cupboard to examine the trea¬ 
sures inside, only to discover that they 
were fairy gold. The pretty baubles that 
guttered so enticingly early in the year 
look tawdry by the steely light of Advent. 


One by one they 
come out and are 
discarded. Wont do 
for Maty. Not per¬ 
fect for Lucy. Not 
perfect for anyone, in 
fact, except the 
Oxfkm shop. 

So it’s off again to 
the thronged pave¬ 
ment and the over¬ 
heated shops, to be 
jostled and stepped 
on and bawled at 
through mega¬ 
phones by fearsome 
school dinner ladies 
in fluorescent tabards 


LIFE AND SOUL 



until one 
ready to bite, like a two-yearold. 

Meanwhile, my mother, who loves 
Christmas, has been longing to discuss 
The Arrangements ever since Stir Up 
Sunday, when she came borne from 

church, put tm .her pinny, and segued 
straight into making the Christmas cake 


JANE SHILLING 


feds 


and next year's 
Christmas puddings. 
The puddings for 
this year have, been 
sitting on a shelf in 
the panfry for the 
past 12 months, ma¬ 
turing. Black as peat 
and foil of suet, they 
are the sort of pud¬ 
dings on which the 
British empire was 
built. In the mid- 
1960s. I kept one for 
three years. Tied up 
in a pocket handker¬ 
chief, it travelled 
back and forth with me to France. And 
every time, when the moment came, my 
companion felt unable to face eating it I 
gave it back to my mother in the end. And . 
she fed it to my father, who seems to have. 
survived the experience — so far. 

Anyway, I have been resisting, quite 
successfully untD now, her attempts to 


engage me in festive conversation. But 
last weekend she got me trapped between 
the wall and the dining table and started 
to talk about birds. (She is assuming that 
I have not formulated an escape plan 
from the family celebrations and she is 
right. Every year, in mid-December, my 
girlfriends and I telephone each other 
and say mournfully. “Are you going 
home for it" “Yeah, so am I. Next year 
we really must book a house somewhere 
and have a grown-up Christmas.” But 
then, if we did that we’d have to behave 
like grown-ups. Some of us would have 
to cook. And others of us would have to 
wash up. And who would blunder, 
cursing genteelly as she stubs her toe on 
the bedpost, into my roam at dead of 
night to .hang up my Christmas 
stocking?) . ... 

"So,” said .my mother, "I thought a 
goose might make a nice change this 
year.” A goose? She cannot be serious. 
Call.an ambulance, somebody, please. 
After what happened last time we had a 


goose -j: wasn’t that bad ” says my 

mother. Actually, it was. 

It was a couple of years ago new. Some 
days before the bird was due to enter the 
oven, my mother sat down with tog 
tables and a stiderule and. taking into 
account the ratio between bone dtmsEy 
and surface area, and the square root of 
the wing span of the creature, calculated 
fliat it would be dime m a turn in around 
Mb hours. 

S o the Midnight Mass party went 
off ro Mass, and the early church 
party went to early church, and 
lunchtime came, and we sat in a row with 
our fenny hats on — and in came my 
mother, carrying an ashet, something 
that looked like a phoenix whose thermo¬ 
stat had gone horribly wrong. My father 
took a carving knife to it. but it was no 
good. You might as wdl have cried to 
carve something excavated at Pompeii. 
We had roast potatoes for Christmas 
lunch, and cabbage. 

I drew a breath to remind my mother 
of all this (could she really have 
■forgotten?). But it was all right. From the 
next room, the orade spoke a single 
word: “Turkey." said my father. 


* 


t 



Therm a gram, or heat image, of a house showing the distribution of temperature. The temperatures are colour coded, with lighter colours representing the greatest heat loss 


Turning green with 
the minimum of effort 


Anjana Ahuja on how cutting out bad 
household habits can make a positive 
contribution to a better environment 


I n rhe past few years, anybody 
who wanted ro adopt a 
greener lifestyle faced a dis¬ 
couraging prospect. It was an 
all-or-nothing commitment which 
involved cladding your roof with 
solar panels, ditching the car for a 
rusty old bike, bathing in two 
inches of water once a week, 
forsaking all things plastic and 
composting everything within 
sight. Once you had got your house 
looking like a cross between a 
hippie commune and the Mir space 
station, you were sorted. 

The problem was that it was all 
so daunting. Few people had the 
time, money or inclination to 
conduct such a radical overhaul of 
their lives. So most of us sat back 
and let the Green Revolution pass 
us by. 

In fact, according to the Econom¬ 
ic and Social Research Council 
(ESRC). which has just issued a 
report to tie in with the climate 
change conference in Kyoto. Japan, 
great environmental sirides can be 
made with little changes. Dr Jac- 
quelin Burgess, a cultural geogra¬ 
pher from University College 
London, who co-wrote the report 
says that major savings can be 
made simply by cutting out bad 
habits, such as leaving the tap 
running while brushing your teeth, 
and leaving lights on after leaving a 
room. “Once we spot these habits, 
we can see the sense in changing 
them." Dr Burgess says. 

There is already a scheme. Action 


at Home, which encourages people 
to do just that It was devised by 
Global Action Plan (GAP), a 
London-based environmental char¬ 
ity. and it encourages people to 
make small-scale, manageable 
changes to their lifestyle. House¬ 
holds pay a one-off fee of E 5 to join, 
for which they receive an action 
pack once a month for six months. 
Each pack covers a particular area, 
such as energy, water or waste. The 
packs contain simple tips which 
only the stubbornest of households 
would grumble about following. 

Energy can be saved by turning 
the hearing thermostat down by 
one degree, and by turning the 
television off at the set rather than 
with the remote control. Water use 
can be reduced by fixing dripping 
taps and replacing the odd bath 
with a shower. Shopping can be 
made more efficient by taking a 
shopping list, to discourage waste¬ 
ful buying, and by eschewing 
throwaway conveniences such as 
disposable razors. 

"We try to emphasise the positive 
and the practical.” says Saliyanne 
Flemons, from GAP. “It is simple 
advice that people can follow and feel 
they are really achieving something. 
In the past, people have been made 


to feel guilty about the environment 
but we try to get away from that. 
We need to be realistic, and let 
people choose haw much they do. 
We actually find that once partici¬ 
pants get used ro doing certain 
tilings, they want to do more." 

The scheme has certainly made a 
sizeable difference among the 
16,000 households across Britain 
that have participated. Waste has 
been cut by almost a third, and 
water use by 16 per cent An 
average of five per cent has been 
shaved off household energy bills, 
and four per cent off petrol bills. 

Dr Burgess herself runs an 
admirably green household given 
that she and her husband both 
work, and that they have two 
teenage children. They sort their 
waste, have a compost heap, re¬ 
strict (organic) meat intake to two 
or three times a week, have an 
economical gas condensing boiler 
and double glazing. Seasonal vege¬ 
tables from local farmers are 
delivered weekly. They all use 
public transport, except for the 
weekly shop. 

Despite the process appearing to 
be relatively easy. Dr Burgess 
believes that turning Britain into a 
nation of greenies is going to prove 


a long haul. Firstly, people will wily 
go so far in changing their habits. 
One type of behaviour that can 
hardly be budged is our depen¬ 
dence on the motor car. “A woman 
may need to do the school run, do 
the shopping and go to work, and it 
is very complicated to do it on 
public transport,” Dr Burgess says. 
“Most of us can understand that” 
But more significantly, there is a 
hard core of about 70 per cent of the 
nation that cannot be persuaded to 
indulge in any green behaviour ar 
all, not even the odd trip to the 
bottle bank. It could be because 
they think that their individual 
contribution will make no differ¬ 
ence to the state of the planet 
People are also more likely to 
have a sense of duty towards the 
environment if Government and 
other official institutions reinforce 
rhe same attitude. To this end. GAP 
has just completed an Action at 
Work pilot scheme at Devon Coun¬ 
ty Council The charity has also 
been working with schools: a dever 
spin-off is that as children grow 
into green citizens, they can encour¬ 
age their parents to change. 

Dr Burgess says: “It’s about 
turning our phflosoplty into a 
much more pro-environmental 
one. But we are talking about a 
major social change here. It is not 
going to happen overnight, or even 
over a few months. Tt is going to be 
a long-term process of persuading 
people that we need to adopt more 
sustainable lifestyles." 


HOW TO BE AN 
ENVIRONMENTALLY 
FRIENDLY HOUSEHOLD 


Use a solar water beaU^ system 

(DIY costs £500 and will pay you 
1 back you in two to three years) 


I Always use faff loads in the washing | 
1 machine $5 


k Wash dishes by baud 


w a shower instead of a bath 3 


Coflact rainwater to water the 
* garden (ear* person in the UK uses 
about 160 litres of water a day: only 
,, 15 litres are used for drinking and 
E cooking) 


\ Buy a CFMrifladty fridge and 1 

; freezer, or if possible use a larder or H 

5 cool-room instead j 

i -.- l 

- — « 

; Hang clothes on a wash big fine or j 

3 In an airing cupboard, Instead of I 

i uskigdryera j 

! lisa low-energy appliances and light < 

; bulbs to save electricity j 

! lowest In drag M pnw fl n e and ■ 

] Insulation • 


('■ Ride a bicycle (71% of road trips are 
b under five miles — easily cycled] 


j Set up a co mp ost beap In your 
} garden for kitchen towels, boxes, j 

‘ cardboard, vegetables and grass - 

| cuttings l 


l Lo w so lvent or water-based paints j 

* should be used when decorating j 

i Organic vegetables are best | 


} Place a mtsHBM plaatle battle I 
3 hi the lavatory cistern to reduce 5 
water use. If you are really serious, ; 
& Install a compost toilet or set upa g 
* reed-bed sewage system 

S Nahwrfw ei it lB Mon Is better that air 1 
| conditioning J 

P Metottse of windows and reduce 
b reliance on artificial Hght . 


1 Encoorsse hedgehogs instead of i 
■ using slug pellets £ 


Testing your eco-friendliness may prove a revealing experience 



Sir Roy Strong found the going tough 


J ust how ecologically friendly are you? I 
must confess that I had no idea, but the 
EcoCai — your “environmental health 
test” — promised to take less than an hour 
to complete (either on paper or, as 1 did It. 
on computer disk), after which my answers 
to 36 questions covering transport, energy, 
shopping, house size and waste would 
indicate just how for my meagre existence 
was helping to wreck planet Earth. 

i was emboldened in this eco-quest by 
Country Living magazine, which had 
asked luminaries such as JUIy Cooper. Sir 
Roy Strong and Julian Fettifer to go 
through the test They had scored 693.1.220 
and 227 respectively. The higher the score, 
tiie more wasteful the householder. 

The transport section was easy, as — 
being a motorcyclist — my vehicle’s fuel 
consumption was good. I hardly ever use a 
car and rarely fly. Soon, though. I was in 


serious trouble when asked how many gas 
units I used each quarter. 1 had absolutely 
no idea—so it was just as well that you can 
enter monetary values from quarterly bills 
instead. 

The page on water was a lot easier, 
involving simply stating how many baths 
one took a week, and how often I used a 
dishwasher. Showers are more eco-friendly 
than baths, of course, but as I haven’t got a 
shower,'nor a dishwasher, f guessed I 
would be rather average in this section. 

Shopping was next how much erf my 
weekly shop originates either from the UK 
or abroad? I again guessed, thinking that 
everything else on tin: food front would be 
answerable: But it got worse. How much 
did Ispend on food that was transported by 
air rather than sea? 1 didn't know this — 
and how much more wasteful packaging 
would it take to tell me? 


Newspapers I devour, working out my 
weekly consumption la be over 25, but 
babies nappies 1 have, as yet, no use for. As 
my flat is small and I bum'no oil, my eco- 
credentials were beginning to go to my 
head. 

But next up were questions on recycling, 
an activity in which, I have to confess, I 
have never participated. Ditto “environ¬ 
mental ami conservation voluntary work” 
— I was beginning to fed a little hectored 
and lectured. And yet, when I got through 
to my final score, 1 had notched up a rather 
respectable 24L Maybe it’s a sign of 
growing up when you finish a test and 
mumble to yourself: “Should have done 
better”. 

David Lancaster 

* EcoCab lei 01612725221: 
http://mnt.gfg.idneLco.uk 




For sale: a 
tricycle made 
for three 

A three-wheeled solution proved sweet 


but short-lived for Fiona Maddocks 


Y ou try your damdest for 
your children. Occasion¬ 
ally, foolishly, you try 
your darndest for yourself. My 
problem was getting around 
town with two children who 
were too big for pushchairs, too 
small for bicycles and too lazy to 
walk. 

Driving anywhere in car- 
dogged Oxford is not an alterna¬ 
tive. but since cycling is a high 
art in this city, there bad to be a 
solution. I looked around. Pa¬ 
rental competitiveness was evi¬ 
dent in every cyde lane at every 
school gate, under every gleam¬ 
ing cycle helmet 
Most striking was the talL 
thin man with an egg-like hel¬ 
met perched on egg-tike head, 
who trailed his family behind, 
each with their own pedals and 
wheels added like Meccano, 
diminishing in size. Having 
dropped them at various 
schools, he rattled himself off to 
work beaming, with 
empty crocodile swing¬ 
ing behind: 

Then one morning I 
spotted the dream sol¬ 
ution: a beautiful, 
stately, grown-up tricy¬ 
de, ridden by a distin¬ 
guished-looking 
woman with her child 
wedged into a wire 
rear basket I had 
heard that the woman 
was a millionaire. 

When 1 investigated and found 
that these glorious machines 
cost £700,1 knew the rumour to 
bettue. 

It made me all the more 
determined. I scoured the 
classifieds for a second-hand' 
model and soon found one: £250 
with two rear-facing child seats. 
Eureka! Easy. I bought it, un¬ 
tried, after a hurried inspection 
m route to a meeting, and was 
scarcely aide to hand the money 
over fast enough. Two days later 
the owner's husband delivered it 
in his trailer. I was mildly 
-surprised that he had not ped¬ 
dled the halfmile journey hfrn- 
seffi but men can be idle: The 
first problem was that the back 
wheels would not go through 
the gate No matter. It is amaz¬ 
ing what brute force can do. 
Never mind the gouged left 
ankle, err the trampled holly¬ 
hocks in the front patch that this 
tricyde now called home. 

Try it out first the woman 
setting it had sensibly warned. 
“It has a tendency to go round in 
circles, also the camber of the 
road can be tricky..but we 
were impatienL The children 


clambered on. They were al¬ 
ready a bit too big. but it would 
last a couple of years, I would 
get some exercise, we would get 
about so much quicker, and we 
would aU be smiting as we 
bowled happily along at full 
throttle, singing “Nobody solves 
a problem tike Maria”. 

That is almost where this tale 
ends. We did go out that 
afternoon. Alarmed by the steep 
camber on our one-way street 
and the tendency to tip over, I 
stuck to the middle of the road, 
gathering a cortege of cars 
hooting behind me. Once on the 
open road, all went well. “Bet 
they way a ton,” shouted one 
passer-by. referring to the child¬ 
ren. “Not h bit.” I replied, 
sweating. The trike itself already 
weighed a ton. What difference 
could a couple more on the back 
make? As we sailed into the city 
centre, heads turned admiring¬ 
ly. Too frightened and too proud 



to stop, we did a circular trip and 
returned home in one piece. I 
was elated. 

That maiden voyage, alas, 
was also the last I had not taken 
juvenile embarrassment into ac¬ 
count My elder daughter, aged 
seven, was adamant Never 
again. No, no, no. The experi¬ 
ence of those people staring was 
too shaming. It was too-“differ¬ 
ent". She wanted to be the same 
as other people. Month after 
month of cajoling, negotiating, 
bribing, came to naught ... 
Summer wore on. The roses 
grew round the handlebars and 
the hollyhocks grew back, tall 
and undisturbed, through die 
pedals. 

Eventually I gave up and sold 
it I could not even explain to the 
buyer how the pump worked, let 
alone the unique brakes, as I? 
had never had cause to use 
either. I warned of the camber 
on the road, and the tendency to 
go round in aides. The buyer, a 
woman with two small children, 
did not listen. She was hungry 
for possession. 1 cashed Iter 
cheque immediately. Now we 
take the bus or stay in. • 

NICK LARSON 



Tricyde riding appeals to some, but not an,youngsters 
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Simon Crompton takes a tentative step into the Christmas frontline and emerges weary and still none the wiser 
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B ashed, bothered and be¬ 
wildered. you slam the 
front door behind you and 
drop the keys and bags ’to 
the floor. Your head throbs, your 
feet ache, your arms have been 
dislocated from your shoulder 
sockets, and the insides of your 
fingers look as if they have been 
grasping cheese wires. 

For the past four hours you have 
been barged, herded, trodden on. 
partially asphyxiated, shouted at 
through a megaphone, ignored, 
par-boiled, sneezed on and parted 
from several hundred pounds. You 
feel knackered, ripped off. suckered 
and a complete failure. And you 
think youVe caught a cold. Wel¬ 
come home; you’ve just been 
Christmas shopping. 

Is it only me that leaves the deed 
to the last minute not from apathy 
or bad organisation, but from 
being frozen by sheer fear? I 
suspect I am not alone. My 
paralysed condition precludes any 
winter shopping activity before 
sufficient numbers of people have 
said to me “Blimey, you’d better 
get a move on." 

Fellow sufferers will share my 
self-diversionary ploy of finally 
embarking on the task rally by 
pretending 1 am actually doing 
something else. 

“Going shopping darling?" 

“Oh. urn. I just thought lid take a 
look at the Regent Street lights." 

Dodging dawdlers through the 
passages of the Underground, I am 
Gene Hackman in The French 
Connection. Stuck in pedestrian 
gridlock outside Hamley’s. I am 
more interested in observing hu¬ 
man behaviour than getting 
through to Liberty. 

In recent years. I have taken to 
merging fantasy and reality fur¬ 
ther. through a mental computer - 
game I have invented. Originally h- 
was called Rush Hour . but it has 
been repackaged and renamed 
Hell Hole, specifically far shopping 
expeditions. 

The object of most computer 
games is invariably to recover the 
■ lost treasure or assassinate the evil 
’ tyrant of the planet Phthath. But . 
my non-silicon version involves 
simply getting into the town centre, 
buying what’s an the shopping list, 
and coming back — alive. 

To achieve this, the competitor 
has to use his special skills of speed 
and anticipation to negotiate haz¬ 
ards such as congenital slow walk¬ 
ers and groups of Italian tourists 
blocking main thoroughfares; and 


to dodge mortal enemies such as 
irresponsible . adults wielding 
sharp-cornered carrier bags and — 
roost feared of all — mothers with 
aisle-embradng double baby 
buggies. 

It’s a game of pace, where you 
have to keep your cod even when 
you are on your third circuit of the 
china department trying to find die 
down escalator. 

Valuable time and energy can be 
lost if you dont use your naviga¬ 
tional and improvisational abilities 
to the full, especially when wild 
card unpredictables. such as Tube 
delays and security alerts, are 
thrown in to tear the best-laid plans 
into shreds. 

Mast of all. the game is about 
stamina. Drained by the fruitless 
search for the unattainable and the 
retracing of steps as reality dawns 
and second-best becomes tire grafl. 
energy levels on the life meter 
quickly become critical. 

The alternating tropical heat of 
stores and Arctic cold of streets, 
along with a recurrent panic that 
the most important carrier bag has 
gone missing, also take their toll 
and a coffee booster pack at Pond’s 
becomes a necessity. 

But the energy expended in the 
fight for die counter means the 
"boost" hardly.registers, and the 
flagging competitor derides it is 
time to opt for the final solution, the 
do or die option: spend your way 
out of trouble. 

S huffling into die peaceful 
and polite backwater of 
Nicole Farhi. Paul Smith or 
Asprey. there is a tempo¬ 
rary raising of spirits as the 
competitor feels civilisation’s com¬ 
forts. Then the ceiling crashes in 
when he casually asks some prices: 
“Er.., I was looking for something 
a little cheaper-"Killed by a snooty 
look, die broken competitor droops 
into a lifeless heap on the bus seat, 
pathetically fingering a crushed 
Porky Pig lampshade and mum¬ 
bling bitterly all the way home. 
Game over. 

T have no desire to continue 
playing this game. It has to be. 
wrong that ■ spending, large 
amounts of money — which surely 
should impart a certain reckless 
frisson — has become a mundane 
necessity, as thrilling as visiting the 
dentist 

I am tempted to allow fantasy to 
take over completely, and step on 
die ma gic escalator back to 1930s 
Hollywood Christmasland. where 


mm? 
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the right kind of snow falls just 
enough to sprinkle your shoulders 
and decorate the window frames, 
but never enough to slither down 
your neck or make your nose go 
bright red. 

This is the land James Stewart 
and Margaret Sullivan strolled 
through in Ernst Lubitsch’s The 
Shop Around the Comer, where 
everyone does their shopping on 
Christmas Eve and says "Happy 
Christmas" to everyone else; a land 
where you not wily find die perfect 
present in the frosted shop window. 


but the girl of your dreams. This is 
where 1 want to shop — but that 
way madness lies. 


A nyway, Christmas shop¬ 
ping at my shop around 
the comer would result in 
vinyl-coated drying racks 
for my wife, some energy-efficient 
Light bulbs for my brother-in-law 
and a nice jelly mould for my mum. 
It would not do. 

Family and friends would proba¬ 
bly be very polite, but I would find 
it hard to live with the shame, and 


the suggestion that 1 thought they 
didn’t really merit much more 
effort than a ten-minute trip to the 
local ironmonger’s. 

But this is perhaps the point- 
suffering through shopping has 
become part of the meaning of 
Christmas gifts. If my Auntie Joan 
tells me that my Christmas present 
was actually bought in April. I have 
to admit that something inside me 
is not quite as impressed as if she 
had been in the thick of the 
December skirmishes. People 
know you lore them if you Ye 


prepared to shop through hell for 
their sake. Approached that way. 
perhaps Christmas shopping is not 
such a pointless game. Ponder on 
this when the till closes just as you 
reach it. 

Consider it when the shop assis¬ 
tant in the toy department tells you 
that the perfect gift youVe been 
planning for your child since Iasi 
Christmas was discontinued in 
January. And if. at such times, you 
find the thought helpful and calm¬ 
ing. then I have to say you’re a 
better person than I. 


INTERNET SHOPS 


N EED TO shop but 
cannot find the time, energy' 
or inclination? You cuuid 
turn to the Internet for some 
IaM-minute gift answers. 
Search “I K. on-line 
shopping" on your 
computer and off vou go. 

1 1 is certainly easy tu 
shop confidently for smaller 
purchases, such as music 
CDs and I apes. videos and 
hooks. An increasing 
number of high-street names 
have been scrambling to 
get in on the on-line ordering 
acL having seen 
comparatively unknown 
Internet outlets dn 
booming sales in ihe past few 
sears. 

HMV Is the latest big 
name to open an Internet 
order site. Two 
established UK-based sites 
are iMS and iBS. Internet 
Music Shop 
(musicshop.co.uk) and 
internet Bonk Shop 
(bnokshup.co.uk) 
respectively. Orders run 
smoothly and the postal 
dispatch of goods is prompt. 
Small charges for postage 
and packing arc usually 
added in Internet orders. 

The main thing to 
remember is that whatever 
you do order from the 
convenience of your 
armchair needs to be 
delivered to your home. So if 
you plan in Internet shop 
because vnu work long 
hours, don't forget you 
may need in be home to 
receive your order if it is 
too big to slip through your 
letterbox (hence the 
popularity of slim goods like 
tapes, videos and books). 

A MUCH broader site is 
Classic England 
(dassicengland.co.uk) which 
hrings together produce 
and products from 
throughout the Britain. 

Here you can find everything 
from "Classic Antiques" 
to “Classic Toys". Head for 
“Classic Gourmet” and a 
virtual food hall opens up 
where you can get 
Christmas hampers, seafood 
specialities, even oven- 
ready geese and turkeys. In 
most cases orders can be 
placed on-line but. if not. 
phone and fax ordering 
details are given. 

Since last-day posting 
deadlines loom, it is always 
worth checking that your 
order will be delivered in 
lime for Ihe holiday. 

But if all this talk of 
technology is too much to 
bear, why not enlist the 
services of a personal 
shopper to do it for you? 
Colour Me Beautiful (0171- 
720 5097) has more than 
200 consultants nationwide 
who. after an initial 
consultation, will do all your 
Christmas shopping, 
including finding the perfect 
party outfit. Prices start at 
£35 an hour. 

Tim Wapshott 


Madeleine Kingsley meets a boy who is able to express his happiness for the first time 


MARTIN GILFEATHER 
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David Meiklem before the surgery 

M ost parents wait six weeks for 
their child’s first smile. Fiona 
and COlm Meiklem from 
Lanarkshire waited seven years for 
David’s dimpled grin, the man-made 
result of innovative and, some, might 
;ay. controversial, surgery. 

David was bom with Moebius 
syndrome, an extremely rare cluster of 
inabilities of which an expressionless 
ace is the most marked and. s ocially at, 
east, the most distressing symptom. ; 

On !y 127 people in the UK are known 
o be affected, which is no doubt why 
he blank mask of sufferers is so 
jnfamiliar and so readily taken to 
nean. as Colin Meiklem puts to “That 
here’s nothing much up there." David 
ttlies any such snap impression. He 
vants to be a doctor, devours Aztec 
tistory and stumps you with questions 
mch as. "Why do people come with 
iifferent coloured eyesT 
One in ten Moebius children win 
tave learning difficulties, but Far more 
lave eye and speech problems. Some, 
ike David, cannot blink; others find it 
lard io dose their mouths or even their 
rves to sleep- But the emotional tragedy 
dr sufferers is that, unless they can 
id just to a world that cannot “read" 
hem facially, they may grow up as 
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David, with mother 
Fiona, can manage 
a distinctive grin. 
Left his touching 
illustration of the 
Christmas gift he 
wanted most of ail 


A smile for 
Christmas 


er, 36. an auxiliary nurse 
of three children from 
irrey, has overlaid her 
such force of personality 
e showed hex wedding 
ids. “it was the first time 
wasn't smiling”. 

Teddincion. an opera 


buff and crossword devotee from 
Ramsgate in Kent, looks bade on "40 
years of torment — and adolescence 
without fun. followed by ten years of 
hell working in an Army typing pool. 
Colleagues didn't want to know me and 
they brought people in from^other 
departments to laugh and stare." 

After David’s diagnosis at ten days 
old. Fiona spiralled into depr«sion 
“though L told no one. not even Cento, 
for ages. I felt I ought to copewith 
things, like 98 hospital visits m David* 
first year. I found it hard to tell people 
outside the immediate family-" 

The cloud lifted when David was 
four and a half, when he was judged 
able id manage mainstream education. 
“He was hard for teachers to assess," 
says Colin, “because he didn’t give the 
appearance of-being a bnghr child 
Physical tasks — even holding a penal 
- were hard, and his speech wasn’t 


dear. Yet he was way ahead with his 
reading. It was a wonderful moment 
when we heard his teacher say that 
David was one of the most rewarding 
children she had ever taught." 

David could at least show his 
parents how he felt through body 
language. “He learnt from about three 
to tell us verbally when he was exdted 
or sad," says Fiona. 

S o when, aged five, he began to 
use crayons “and straight away 
drew thousands of smiley faces", 
David was making his own poignant 
point. "Once he starred school,- says 
Fiona, “he noticed more and more that 
he was different" 

“Why am I not happy?” he repeated¬ 
ly asked his parents. "He'd go to the 
mirror and pull his lips up with both 
hands,” says Fiona. 

Until recently, acceptance of that 


absent smile would have been the only 
course. But a couple of years ago. Colin 
caught a television news hem about 
Douglas Harrison, a plastic surgeon 
who was already pioneering symmetri¬ 
cal “smile surgery" for Moebius suffer¬ 
ers at Mount Vernon Hospital in 
Northwood. Middlesex. 

Mr Harrison emphasises that his 
surgery supplies the face with the 
power to smile — but noi the impulse to 
the brain that makes the rest of us 
smile without thought. Patients such as 
David must not only practise using 
their acquired smile until it appears 
natural, but learn to produce it on cue. 

“We were glad of ihe IS-month-long 
NHS waiting list, because at five 
David really wasn't up to making the 
important derision to go ahead with 
surgery. At seven he was much more 
able to understand what was in¬ 
volved," Fiona says. Above all, though, 
it was David’s conviction that surgery 
was what he wanted that swung them. 

Ten weeks after the first operation he 
managed his first glimmer of a lop¬ 
sided smile, it took a full’ year for 
David’s mouth to settle into its full, 
gleeful moniy. 

It will be a long time before anyone 
can assess the true impact of David’s 
smile on his future relationships, but 
their bold choice has paid off. “We 
knew it was worthwhile the day we 
took Darid shopping and he couldn't 
wait to show off his new beam. ‘Sec,’ he 
tells everyone he knows. ’I can be 
happy now.’ “ 

• The Moebius Support Group is run 
by Undo A nderson /OM-253 2000). 
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// .. ^j,| Everyone feels under Ihe weather 

ff " when they've got a cold. And 

sometimes there's no sympathy 
GARLIC either. Fortunatelv Hotels Garlic 

WITH PARSLEY & p ars j e y _ a traditional herbal 

remedy - can help stop colds getting you down, by 
helping to relieve the symptoms naturally. Garlic and 
Parsley have traditionally benefited generations of users, 
and now with Hofels Garlic and Parsley, those benefits 
are available in a convenient, one a day formulation, 
that’s easy to take all winter long. 
Help drips dry this winter with 
Hofels Garlic and Parsley. 
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What will 
your house 
be worth? 

A ri*ga h ^d p s ri “r«n! House price rises 

are slowing but 


A verage house prices will 
rise by around 5 per cent 
next year, according to a 
panel of experts consulted 
by The Times. For once, we can have 
some confidence in their views. 
Their predictions of what would 
happen to the market this year have 
proved uncannily and unusually 
accurate. 

They expect prices at the top end 
of the market in London to slow 
down next year, rising by around 2 
per cent, according to Savills. High¬ 
er levels of stamp duly on houses 
worth more than £250,000 and an 
over-correction after dramatic price 
rises this year are expected to take 
their toll. 

From next April, buyers of houses 
worth up to £60,000 are exempt 
from stamp duty’; those buying 
houses over £60.000 have to pay 1 
per cent stamp duty: those buyfng 
houses over £250,000 have to pay 1 5 
per cent: and those buying over 
£500,000 have to pay 2 per cent. 

The number of sales is expected to 
increase to 15 million in I99S, up 
from 155 million this year. 

Sue Anderson of the Council of 
Mortgage Lenders says: “There is 
no fear in the marker, but also no 
rapid rise in prices. Houses have 
become less of an 'investment good* 
and more of a 'consumer good 1 , 
making the market less volatile.” 

Two factors could destabilise the 
market: rising mortgage rates and 
the contents of the second Labour 
Budget. But the Government is as 
keen on a steady housing marker as 
anyone else, with targets for low 
inflation and low interest rates. A 
tough spending round next year 
may hit some of the existing props 
that support home ownership, such 
as mortgage interest tax relief and 
income support for the unemployed 
unable to meet their mortgage 
payments. Next year will be the real 
rest of the Government's true atti¬ 
tude to housing. 

This year, hath the Halifax and 
the Nationwide reported house price 
rises of around 7 per cent Only the 
most expensive property, in prime 
areas such as Kensington. Chelsea 
and Belgravia, out-performed pre¬ 
dictions — in some cases by as much 
■Ml per cent. 


House price rises 
are slowing but 
there is still room 
for optimism, 
says Rachel Kelly 

.-v-geNbral — '■::£] 

Sue Anderson, Council of 
Mortgage Lenders 
“We expected price rises of 5 to 10 
per cent this year, and transactions 
to total about 155 million (an 
increase of 13 per cent). This now 
looks to have been reasonably 
accurate. However, the market has 
not performed in a similar way 
throughout the country — the 
averages mask huge differences on 
a regional basis. 

“Next year, we expect a relatively 
stable market. Prices are set to 
continue to rise, but the extent is 
likely to be limited ro between 5 and 
6 per cent as a result of more 
properties coming an the market 
because sellers are no longer hold¬ 
ing out for higher prices. 

“Higher mortgage rates, the im¬ 
position of the higher rate of stamp 
duty and the reduction in mortgage 
tax relief ro 10 per cent will also 
slightly dampen demand.” 

Gary Marsh of the Halifax 
"We predicted a rise in prices of 7 
per cent in 1997 and a 12 per cent 
increase in sales. This is likely to be 
slightly on the high side for prices 
but pessimistic for transactions. 

"We expect the current solid 
recovery in the housing market to 
continue in 1998 and 1999 with 
house prices rising by about 5 per 
cent in both years and levels of sales 
stabilising at around 15 million in 
England and Wales." 

UJXUBYfrpMES ; V 

William Gething of Property 
Vision 

“We estimated rises of 10 per cent, 
whereas prices increased by double 
that. We underestimated the signifi¬ 
cant effect of City bonuses at the 
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sart of 1997, which injected several 
hundred million pounds into die 
central London market 
“Much of this was directed to¬ 
wards family houses in Kensington, 
where there have been price rises of 
more than 30 per cent 
“The impact of South East Asian 
buyers purchasing whole blocks of 
flats was also significant. 

“The knock-on effect on the coun¬ 
try market was considerable, with 
prices rising 25 per cent for good 
nuruly houses. Not only is this 
market fuelled by the high prices 
achieved in London, but we have 
also noticed an increasingly interna¬ 
tional market for good counrry 
houses to the west of London. 

“We will see a more subdued 
market next year, with the exception 
of a surge driven by City bonuses at 
the start of 1998. The downward 
cycle in South East Asian economies 
will curtail international demand. 

“I predict an early surge but then 
a flat market for the rest of the year.” 


David Mote of the House 
Builders' Foundation: 

“Our forecasts of 7 per cent price 
inflation and 15 per cent growth in 
sales in 1997 have both been 
exceeded. Demand did not weaken 
as much as expected before the 
election and then bounced back 
strongly on the back of a remark¬ 
able rise in consumer confidence. 

“We expect growth in sales and 
prices, particularly in London and 
the South East, to slow down. 

"Nevertheless, the recovery is 
sustainable and prices will rise by 
up to 4 per cent in many parts of the 
country in line with employment 
growth and rises in disposable 
incomes. 

- “New housebuilding is increas¬ 
ingly constrained by planning re¬ 
strictions and delays that have 
caused a shortage of land. This has 
reached crisis point for the South 
East where, despite the profitable 


conditions offered by price increases 
and serious shortages of second¬ 
hand property, the- number of new 
homes has increased at a rate well 
below the national average.” 


Rupert Sweeting of Knight 
Frank 

“We forecast rises of up to 10 per 
cent for the country house market as 
a whole. The trend nationally has 
been an increase of 10 per cent to 15 
per cent while the market for die 
best houses has shown rises in some 
cases of 25 per cent The larger rises 
have been localised. 

“Next year, a continuing strong 
economy, low interest rates and 
large City bonuses will help to drive 
prices for the best properties up 15 
per cent and for the market as a 
whole up 10 per cent The lack of 
supply of houses coupled with 
increased demand have helped to 
drive prices up." 


Simon Agace, chairman of 
Winkworth 

“We predicted an average 15 per 
cent rise across London with some 
areas like Islington showing above- 
average growth of 25 per cent or 
more. We got it wrong. Between 
September 1996 through to July 
1997, prices of prime Islington 
property rose by 50 per cent. 

“Further growth is largely depen¬ 
dent on rhe economy and inrerest- 
rate hikes, if the base rate rises 
above S per cent, the London market 
may falter. Stock market troubles 
have led to a more cautious market. 

“On balance, 1 would expect 
average price growth of between 6 
per cent and 8 per cent, with prime 
property in central London experi¬ 
encing lower growth of 4 per cent. 
Increased availability across all 
price ranges will continue to provide 
excellent opportunities for all 
buyers." 


SMART 

MOVES' 


■ SIR EVELYN Ue Roth¬ 
schild chairman of NM 
Rothschild, has bought a 
property in Cheshuni 
Place: Belgravia. London 
SW1 for £10 million 
through Knight Frank. 

■ THE American Am 8 
bassador Philip Lader is 
renting a large white stuc¬ 
co house in Holland Park 



Evelyn de Rothschild 


while his official resi¬ 
dence, Winfield House 
in Regent's Park, is 
being refurbished. 

■ HEATHER MILLS, 
the model and TV pre¬ 
senter who lost half of 
her leg in Kensington 
road accident, has recent¬ 
ly bought a flat in Soho, 
exchanging contracts in 


j}T .■..'*^£*1 


Headier Mills 

less than 48 hours 
through the agents LDG 
of Mayfair. Ms Mills 
founded the Bosnian 
children's charity the 
Heather Mills Trust. 

■ TONY SMITH, man¬ 
ager of Genesis and Phil 
Collins, has bought a 
newly-built £5 million 
house in Ladbroke Ter¬ 
race off Notting Hill 
Gate, west London. 






sgr 

! si 




~f f 

nr 






v . 

?**— a = a 

,j«|? 

j- iWS 

V ■ ’’ 
-.1 \v 

f? • ;[ 
_, 


EDGE STREET, W8. Freehold £545,000 
A dunning Mrwy period cntbigv in good decorative order with a garage and 
.1 Luge root terrace. 3 bedrooms, bathroom, reception room and kitchen. 
KENSINGTON OFFICE: 0171 727 0705 


ST ANN'S 
TERRACE, NWS. 


In the centre of 
St John's Wood, 
a period house in 
excellent decorative 
order. 

3 bedrooms, dressing 
room. 2 bathrooms, 
4 reception rooms, 
kitchen, front and 
rear gardens. 


Freehold 


‘ShrZsg- 


£745,000 


ST JOHN'S WOOD 
OFFICE: 
0171722 5556 



OXON/WARKS - Ariescotc Price Guide: £500^100 
for the fust time In 200 hundred ware, an attractive stone farmhouse m 

, SS 1, 

■ ,rui oaddocL About 1.86 ha (4-b acres), fanl St* Agents - tttmptare Intenutwul. 
garden. pa OXFORD OFFICE: 01865 311522 


JOHN D WOOD & CO. 


London and Country Estate Agents 


Established 1872 


—'.f Imperial Cancer 

Research Fund 

totarSM]l 

BOXING DAY QUIZ 

Gather the family, put a log on the fire and see how many of the 
120 questions of general knowledge you can answer. 

Brain teasers selected by : Sir Paul Condon QPM, Dick Frauds, Bomber Gascoigne, 
Bob Hotness, Magnus Magnusson KBE, Leo McKern, Helen Mirren, Ruth RembsU, 
Dame Stella Rindngton DCB, Robert Robinson, John Sessions and Irene Thomas. 

And the added pleasure of giving £10 to an exceptional cause. 

To order: 0171 269 3106 



OXFORDSHIRE - Chamdon Price Guide: £285,000 

An impressive listed 17th century house with exteredve views over open countryside to 
the rear. 5 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, shower room, 3 reception rooms, kitchen, hall, 
utility room, book room, cloakroom and gardens of about 0.12 ha* (03 acresk 
OXFORD OFFICE: 01865 311522 


EBUKY STREET, 
SWL 


A newly refurbished- 
period house arranged 
over four floors, with 
a garden and a Bret 
floor drawing room. 

3 bedrooms, 

2 bathrooms. 2 reception 
rooms, kitchen and 
2 cloakrooms. 


Lease to 2095 


BRASSEY SQUARE, SW11. Freehold £450,000 
A spectacular and inspired conversion of a comer shop, with excellent 
entertaining space, on the Shaftesbury Estate. 3 bedrooms. 2 bathrooms, reception room, 
galleried dining area and kitchen. 

BATTERSEA OFFICE: 0171 228 0174 


LETTINGS AND MANAGEMENT 
To let your house or flat. Central London 0171-491 4311 
North London 0171-722 3336 . Wimbledon & Surrey 0181-946 9447 
South of the M4 01730 829 899 North of the M4 01865 311522 


£695,000 


BELGRAVIA 
OFFICE: 
0171730 9854 



BATTERSEA: 

BELGRAVIA: 

CHELSEA: 

FULHAM: 

KENSINGTON: 

MAYFAIR: 

ST JOHN'S WOOD: 
WANDSWORTH: 
WIMBLEDON:: 
DEVELOPMENT: 


01712280174 
01717309854 
01713521484 
0171731.4223 
01717270705 
01714080055 
0171722 5556 
0181.8713033 
01819447172 
0171 493 4106 


CIRENCESTER; 


01285642244 


EAST GRIN STEAD; 01342326326 

EARNHAM: 01252737115 

LYMINGTON: 01590 677233 

NEWBURY: 01635 S23225 

OXFORD: 01865 311522 

WINCHESTER: 01962863131 

COUNTRY LETTINGS: 01730 829 899 

/ 01865 311522 
HONG KONG: 00 852 2872 5146 






26 CURZON STREET, LONDON WlY 8LD 
. 0171-493 41W FAX: 0171-629 6071 
. http^/www.johndwoodxo.uk 


H AMPSH IRE- Ramsdell - Price Guide: £59 950 
In needof am^e^nA^.t, a ^^tadred cottage-in a quiet location in the village. 

2 bedrooms, outside i^throqrn/WC. reception room, kitchen, 2 garages and garden. ^ 
■NEWBURY OFFICE: 01635 s/mo* ^ 
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T hey can’t hang a blue 
plaque on the"wall of 
Ebury Lodge pro¬ 
claiming “Viscount 
Linley lived here" because he 
never took up residence in his 
dream home. 

But he did have the vision to 
spot the site, a dilapidated 
bakery in Belgravia, have it 
pulled down and replaced 
with a four-storey double 
mews house. 

It is now on the market for 
£3.65 million, which should 
mean a tidy profit for the 
fu mini re-maker son of Prin¬ 
cess Margaret and Lord 
Snowden. And, although 
David Linley'. 36. and his artist 
wife Lady Serena, 27. never 
occupied the house, it boasts 
three of his fireplaces. 

One graces the ground floor 
study, which is furnished with . 
a Linley desk in ebony, burr 
oak and sycamore, a Linley 
wine cooler and walnut 
candlesticks. 

The other two fireplaces 
take pride of place at either 
‘ end of the 33ft-wide drawing 


room on the first floor. These 
are fashioned in light oak. 
with little ebony roundels and 
a black marble hearth. 

“Two fireplaces? Why not?" 
says Linley. "You can imagine 
coming in the door, turning 
left to a sofa in front of the fire, 
somewhere quiet to sit; or 
turning right to another sofa 
where you can watch telly or 
play games. It makes the best 
of the room." 

Other hems of Linley fur¬ 
niture on view include a bun- 
walnut dining table, sycamore 
bedroom chairs with cherry 
inlays, and doorstops. “We’re 
in the business of selling 
furniture so I'm sure we can 
come to some arrangement if 
the house buyer wants the 
furniture." he says. 

The Linleys have had a 
fascinating array of accom¬ 
modation in their five years of 
marriage. When David wed 
Serena in 1993 they occupied a 
flat in a former prison in 
fashionable Fulham, south¬ 
west London. Rush-hour com¬ 
muting to his shop. David 


Ebury Lodge, a four-storey mews house in Belgravia, was built from scratch by the Linleys after the dilapidated bakery which stood on the sire was demolished 


Linley Furniture, in Pimlico 
Road. Belgravia, was too tire¬ 
some. so he found the ideal 
position in the cobbled Ebury’ 
Mews, just three blocks away. 

During the lengthy process 
— planning permission, demo¬ 
lition. designing by architect 
David Rosemont, rebuilding 
(“the foundations go down 
6Sft. enough to hold up the 
entire mews") and decor by- 
Lucy Manners, the Duke of 
Rutland’s neice — the Linleys 
received an offer they couldn’t 
refuse for their Fulham pad- 

S o they camped out in 
Kensington Palace for 
six months and then, 
impatient for Ebury 
Lodge to be completed, they 
fell in love with a spacious loft 
conversion in a Victorian 
school building in Battersea. 

Linley won’t say how much 
he stands to make from the 
sale of the elegant, air-condi¬ 
tioned Ebury Lodge, with its 
five en-suite bedrooms, roof 
terrace, nan ny flat, atrium and 
patio garden with fountain. 



smM 
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The master bedroom. All five bedrooms at Ebury Lodge have en-suite facilities 


Bur he denies he bought it as 
property speculation. “Abso¬ 
lutely naL It was great to build 
our dream house from the 
ground up and put in every¬ 
thing as we would like it. We 
gave the broad brush strokes 
to the architect, who carried 
out the detailed work. It was to 
be our family home." he says. 

Yes. family home. But he 
resists any questions about the 
impending patter of tiny feet. 
“As soon as we got married 
people started asking w'hen 
were we having children." he 
protests. So the nursery re¬ 
mains superfluous to require¬ 
ments. as does the basement 
gym. “VVe don’t work out." 
says Linley. "We’re quite ac¬ 
tive enough without using 
machines, although I’m sure 
things will change in ten years’ 
time.” 

Linley spends much of his 
rime driving to workshops in 
Wales. Whitby, Norfolk and 
Dorset. “It would be nice to 
arrive home and always find 
somewhere to park. There are 
four parking spaces." 

Had the couple taken up 
residence they could have 
enjoyed a kitchen stuffed with 
an Am ana fridge-freezer. 
Smeg hob. Atag extractor. 
Bosch dishwasher, oven and 
microwave. "The sad thing is 
that someone will rip things 
out and start again," he says. 

French windows and an 
octagonal skylight flood light 
into the adjoining informal 
dining area, where Serena 
also planned to sculpt and 
paint. The en-suite bathroom, 
leading from the master bed¬ 
room, overlooks Chester 
Square church. It has a striped 
mahogany and sycamore floor 
That looks like a yacht deck, 
and a whirlpool bath with blue 
lights. 

"That, I’m afraid, is nothing 
to do with me or Serena or our 
lifestyle," says Linley pointed¬ 
ly. “It was put in when we 
realised we were going to sell 
the house." 


• Agent: Savills. SWJ 
(01?1-7300822). 



The fireplace and burr-walnut dining table are Unley’s design. The bathroom has a sycamore striped floor 
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DESIGNERS’ DREAM HOMES 


Andrew Varah. the 
cabiner-maker. lives 
with his wife Helen 
and daughter Alice in 
a Uith-oenrury farm¬ 
house near Rugby. 
Warwickshire. The 
property, bought in 
|w?2 for £16.000. was 
rebuilL with trades¬ 
men paid in iwms of 

furniture. 




Ross Lovegrove, the 
furniture designer, 
lives with his wife, 
Miska, an architect 
and son in a converted 
warehouse above their 
studio in Netting Hill, 
west London. The 
1950s former leather 
warehouse was bought 
in 1991 and rebuilt into 
a three-bedroom Mod¬ 
ernist house. 


John Makepeace. 
OBE. the designer and 
furniture maker, lives 
with his wife. Jemue, 
in Parnham House, 
near Beaminster. Dor¬ 
set The Grade 1 listed 
house, which dates 
buck to the 15th cenni- 
p_- has SO rooms and 
has been convened 
■ n to a school for crafts¬ 
men in wood. 
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BELGRAVIA has long been 
one of the best London dis¬ 
tricts, but despite its cachet, 
the area is not to everyone’s 
taste. It is a genteeL heavily 
residential area with little 
commercial use. and it lacks 
the atmosphere of buzzier 

enclaves such as Chelsea or_ 

even Knightsbridge. As a 

consequence it attracts wealthy but middle-aged UK and 
foreign buyers looking for the combination of relative peace 
and a prime central London address. The attractions are 
obvious. The huge stucco-fronted houses, built In the 1840s. arc 
among the grandest in town, the King's Road is a ten-minute 
walk away, as are many of London's top hotels; the West End is 
a short cab ride away, and the caterers can always pop out to 
Harrods food hall for those last-minute necessities. 

Of course, one pays through the nose for such a 
neighbourhood, and for the architectural glory and sheer scale 
of the properties. However, many have relatively short leases, 
which can detract from their saleability, and there is also a 
general shortage of garage space and gardens. Indeed, Andrew 
Langton of estate agents Aylesford is among those who consider 
that other parts of London may have stolen the baton from 
Belgravia. He dies the Boltons in Chelsea as an area where 
values have outstripped those of Belgravia. 

Eaton Square, despite heavy traffic, is considered the most 
desirable address. Most of its houses have been converted into 
apartments, and even the cheapest flat on the shortest lease 
fetches £30Q,000-plus. Houses there have sold for as much as 
£20 million. Next on the list is Chester Square, which is 
dominated by houses valued from £2.5 to £4 million, followed 
by Wilton Crescent, where one long-lease house is on the 
market at E7 million. As a rule of thumb, says Mr Langton. 
expect to pay around £1,000 per sq ft for the best apartments, 
and £800 per sq ft for houses in Belgravia. But he adds a note of 
warning: the upkeep of these houses is a pricey business and 
service charges can be as much as £20.000 per year. 

Faith Glasgow 



Adjacent to Canary Wharf, Millennium Harbour is a six building, 
waterfront complex offering a range of 1, 2 and 3 bedroom 
•■luxury apartments set irt extensive landscaped gardens 'and all 
with river views. Designed by award winning architects 'CZWG,..; 
the exceptionally high specification includes a.4,-OOOsqft state -j- 
of the art leisure complex, garage parking,- concierge and T 
-optional computer controlled-apartment management/system... - 
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HOME SWAP 


LONDON MEWS nouses have shot up in value «tis year, outrunning the 

mainstream marVcL P-ices of f.«hold 

KnightsbndtSe m the range £-100.000 to L> more 

m the rust si* morlhs at 19*7- bus have ■ynce alien badtOtmand has 
(Ken M part, * *wtf*r ***& i«mffit*is In he mb value 

a mevvs house. garage space .s as opens*'* ^ 1 *** 

Antoine Luroi. of Lurtf Brand, the London Me*s> t*"*"* _ 

Demand from London hovers lock.* ter 
nas driven onces or-15 «r cent ita* vear. accordmgW K" l 8£ t 
Country houses in the £350.000 to £500.000 treeML ^Jbuys a 
renovated lOCHvar-oM Cc»*M sSW Rrmhouse wrth P*W«*s are highly 
sou»hMfter end :n short supply Popular areas VaU «K 

around EltbUi^- and Quemnglon. 30 minutes dnve from Swndon, an hour 

from Paddington bv fast tram. t „ 

There has been no property boom m Herefordshire.However, good country 

housrt. are being snapped op t> London *^ *£**?£* ”*€ 
Popular areas include BWwn-ttw aw ^dbury^^ ^ r^ b^ fouT- 
hedroc m tSeoreian village nouse for between i-iOO.OOO and -250,000. A 
plnooVecwn. on the edge of a vUUge. wffl cost around 
£350,000 For ber.veen £500.000 and ioeO.OOO you could buy a taiga 
country house with up M 50 acres. 



Eipect ro pav £5*15.000 for th* three.bedroom house and garage in WDton 
Mews, bet.veen r.ieswt Street, and Chaoel Street in the heart of Belgravia, 
London SW1 lFo«:$ns. 0171-590 1000' 



With £525.000 you could buv The Old House, a six-bedroom Grade II* listed 
medieval hall, at Frampton on Severn. Gloucestershire, adjoining open fields 
and ovarlcwi.inr a peaceful village green iKnighl Frank. 01285 659771). 



Houses th 


Instead of bringing home the bacon. 


couples are now serving it to paying 


guests. Adam Barker reports 


A recent report by the 
Employers' Forum 
has finally proved 
that "downsizing'’ is 
not just a phrase invented by 
the media. The report calcu¬ 
lates that, between 1990 and 
1995, Britain's top 12 com¬ 
panies cut their workforce on 
average by 44 per cent. 

As house prices in London 
and other big cities approach 
peaks unseen since the boom 
of the late 1980s, for many 
people this is the right time to 
flee the rat race before they 
become further additions 
to the report’s depressing 
statistics. 

Running a bed and break¬ 
fast in the country- _ 

side can be the 
perfect antidote to *We 
years of accumulat¬ 
ed city stress, and V»a^ 

many families 
have done exactly rrmrF 
that, heading away Alluw 
from the urban 
sprawl to set them- LUIJ 

selves up in bust- „ 

ness and at the OUl\. 

same time taking 
on a completely - . . W 1 
new lifestyle. , 

When Mary and TCfll ] 
Tony Dakin moved ... 
into the Old Par- Vlilaj 
sonage in the vil- ^ 
lage of Frant in " 

East Sussex in 1989. their 
motivation was simple. As 
Mrs Dakin puts it: “We 
bought this house so that we 
could change our lives." 

It certainly did that. Before 
the move. Mr and Mrs Dakin 
lived in nearby Edenbridge 
and commuted daily to PR 
jobs in London. Their new 
nine-bedroom house cost 
around £500.000 and was 
built in IS20 by die Marquis of 
Abergavenny For his son, a 
local rector. The Dakins are 
the first non-clerics to live 
there. 

Mrs Dakin says: “When we 
first moved in. the house was a 
complete shambles. The 
garden was a jungle and we 
had to evict squatters from the 
house itself before we could 
stan renovation work.” 

But since that uncertain 
beginning, their lifestyle has 


For the write son of money you could buy Wigmore Abbey in Wjgmore. 
Herefordshire, a Grade 1 listed house with 12tfwentury origins, with five 
acres of garden, pasture and paddocks. it has si* reception rooms and eight 
bedrooms, traditional outbuildings and a medieval gatehouse (Knight Frank. 
01432 2730871. CHERYL TAVIOB 


‘Wenow 
have so 
much spare 
time for 
ourselves 
... we feel a 
real part of 
village life’ 


definitely improved. Says Mrs 
Dakin: "We now have so 
much spare time for ourselves 
and our seven and nine-year- 
old sons. Tony has become a 
keen amateur photographer 
and I spend a lot of time 
making tapestries. For the first 
time we feel a real part of 
village life." 

Running bed and breakfast 
accommodation can have its 
unexpected rewards. Last year 
the Dakins spent their holiday 
in North Carolina courtesy of 
some American guests with 
whom they struck up a friend¬ 
ship. And when the Dakins' 
nine-year-old son needed some 
help with his school space 

_ project, they were 

able to call upon a 
10W former guest who 

worked at Nasa. At 
. cq Christmas, the 

family receives 
:n n r p cards and presents 

ipal c f rorn jQ] over the 

f nr world. 

iUI For Robin and 

Ann Palmer, own- 
IVcS ers of the Yorkshire 

f~»1 „ Rose guest house in 

IccI a Settle. North York- 

. r shire, the hardest 

trr Ol part was finding a 

... . base for their first 

; life b&b. 

Mrs Palmer re- 
calls that they 
drove more than 3,500 miles 
across the length and breadth 
of Yorkshire before finding 
dieir dream B&B. an old 
doctor’s house in Settle. Every¬ 
thing fell into place after that 
for the 63-year-old former 
miner and his wife, a former 
nurse. 


B rian and Everyl 
Maddell, who pur¬ 
chased Waterford 
House in Middle 
ham. North Yorkshire, in 1988, 
see the other benefits of mov¬ 
ing into the B&B business. 

“The best part of our busi¬ 
ness is getting to live in this 
wonderful old house with 
beautiful antique furniture. 
We would never be able to 
afford to live somewhere so 
grand, certainly not anywhere 
near London," says Mrs 
Maddell. With five letting 



Everyl and Brian Maddell: “The best partis getting to live in this wonderful old bouse" 


bedrooms, the Maddell home 
now pays for itself. 

Then there are the amusing 
moments that often arise 


them bringing.their own waf¬ 
fles for breakfast, and one 
gentleman pointed at the 
Dales above Settle and asked 


when cultures collide. "Amen- my husband ‘Who built these 
cans are the oddest nationality wonderful hills?*" 


we have to stay," says Mrs 
Palmer. "We have had some of 


While running. a B&B is 
largely a positive experience. 


there are a few drawbacks the 
novices must become accus¬ 
tomed to — a Tack of privacy, 
for example. 

Mrs Dakin ■ admits that 
guests can sometimes intrude 
into family life. “Some people 
are quite insensitive about our 


CASE S' 


■ For Brian aodiEver^fR 

Maddell. the benefits of. 
downsizing lay ift- .. ‘ ,\ 
acquiring a unique and 
lovely property. Their 
home Waterford House A 
in the North Yorkshire; 1 . " 
village of Middfehanv Jj 
has six bedroo ms J 

bathrooms two siting ^ 
rooms, a barn and twft jjj 
walled gardens. ‘‘S 

■ Mr Maddell bough*. M 

the house for H5%XK)m9 
1988. which was tbeagfefl 
price of a smart thre^ 
bedroom flat in . M 

Battersea. The . 

Middleham home is, ~ ; 
now worth between 
£250.000 and £300.000. 
Tens of thousands of 
pounds have been 
lavished on the 
property. Period 
furniture is really the 
only option for an early 
19 th-century house, with 
beams dating bade to 
the time of Richard flL 
whose castle stands 100 
or so metres away. 

■ For two sharing a 
room with breakfast at 
Waterford House, the 
Maddells charge 
around £70. With an 
evening meal guests 
would spend between 
£140 and £200 for the 
night. 

• Brian and Every! 

MaddelL Waterford 
House. Middleham. North 
Yorkshire (Him 622090). 


personal space and barge into 
the kitchen without knocking.” 
she says. 

But on the whole, managing 
a rural bed and breakfast 
provides an attractive lifestyle 
for a downs izer. ,\nd there are 
more than enough memories 
of happy customers and com¬ 
plimentary reviews in guide 
books and the press to com¬ 
pensate for the occasional 
tiresome guest. 

9 Ana and Robin Palmer, the 
Yorks hi tv Rose Guea House. . 
Settle. North Yorkshire 
fill792S22D32). 

• Mary and Tony Dakin, the 
Old Parsonage. Fmnr. East 
Sussex (01SQ2 7507731. 


NORTH OF THE 
THAMES 


SOUTH OF THE 
THAMES 


FULHAM 


KNIGHTSBRIDGE 


DEVON 


SURREY 


mONSART RD A prtvam and ONSLOW SQUARE SWT. Saauring 
Mtzncflro 3 doobU bad bonaa 3 bed Oat muipitol afl of 2 

altooud Just off Mamin 3d. i—ibi hrohmwma , 1 cVnfc- 
doubia ncK two batbs room. Mirim , sitting man, 
dining ■— Mm* naa ol tlw 


C&3EOOO- WmU tq * bT^5ppla 
mam ealr tab 0171 589 712 


AN IMAGINATIVE 
AND CONFIDENTIAL 

International property 
aqcutafflon and dspaaal 
servfca 

Kgh quaSty and value 
transactions orty 
undertaken. 



COUNTY HOMEBEARCH CO Fro* 
ssrvtes Coe ptnctaswm In 

DOTOu A Cwall 01872 22334V 


EAST ANGLIA 




BURY ST EDMUNDS 

Utumt; on mdu OdaMnL A 
Cm nnkauas guchm W) atth 
■kfawtaiiaabr,l*|t 


n wdul ndca.« Mv ) Mn. 
MfmvdnMctau. 
bity poaaenka 
nwnm 


LAND FOR SALE 


YATKLSY Hnl-mnl mnllHlUug 
Halds. M son. 5 bad tMinkrw, 

31ft Ut/brnDr IB. Scabte 
block. H3 let 4A lO mins. 
£285000. 012S2 870045. 


SUFFOLK 


NEWMARKET 

CtoH to rac* cona wflh 
atom c# gedopa, apactous 
parthoiiM auto qn up Boor at 
Bno parted boas. Hafl, 
ttiwfcm room, tlnbrfl room, 
mel oqiAHted toW*8n,4 
bedrooms, baft & attorn 
rooms. ffgapB . baxteca pod 
cooinurwl pwiJam. 

£ 1 35,00a 

01638-665648 


SUSSEX 


DCUSHTTUL Sttaadon. Nortb of 
CbklnstsE. Docscbad 5 bad- 



PIMLICO SW1 

Free toJd house In quiet 
street 3 double beds, 

2 batfirooms, GCH. Garage 
and email patio, Exceltent 
dacraDw order. Tube and 
local shops 1 min walk. 
Reduced tor quick sate 
CHRO £345,000 
Teh 01718218405 


TWO’S 

COMPANY... 

...when you find [he girl 
of >our dreams! Check 
one our Rendezvous 
section for [he besi way 
to meet lluu SPECIAL 
someone. Now with free 
voice meiSdging system 
- see (WEEKEND! 
supplement for deiails. 

THEigfiSasnMES 


ATLANTIC WHARF 
WAFTING El 

2 Bcd /1 Both l« Root CISSJUO 
2 Bcd/l Bjih 4lb Floor £ 165.000 
2 Ekd/2 Both 5* Floor £215,000 

PENTHOUSES 
BREEZERS COURT, 
WAPPING.EI 

2 Bed/ 2 Both/ 2 Knxp 44 
Fkur £189.930 

CITY HARBOUR, 
DOCKLANDS, EI4 

2 Bed/ 2 BmU 2 Hccrp. 5th A 

fith Boor £325,000 

THE “LOFT”, 
LLOYDS WHARF. 
SHAD THAMES, SE1 

i Bed/ 3 Bath/ 2 Rc*xp. 
lZ.UX>u]lli, nccpUigc ruo/leiT 

{lJi»,qhj£425.00a 
Cm r HARBOUR. 
DOCKLANDS, E14 

3 Bed/ J BkW 2 Rmp/ 2 RT 
TcfT i40Uiq[t cxbl P.OJt 

0171 6S0 0222 
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LAND FOR SALE 

Prime 

development site 
4 ACRES IN EAST 
MANCHESTER 
Sdmn road Frontage 
(NbudALDI food 
Supermsdcet on (AIDS) 
Astana Old Road. 
Opensbaw Manchester. 

1 MUe Grom the new 
(M66) Motorway Dentoo 
tO Mitlrflamn J onprinn- 

2 nra from M/Or Town 
Cbonaodl mile from 
the new Connnouweahh 
Gaines East Maocbester 


Please contact 
GrOton Properties 

Td 01625 614788 
Fax 01625 610358 


reception*. 
01243 dOS£ 



FRANCE 

FRENCH Kill Ski propextihw 
bom £30fc - CSOOL BMduna. 
Baacbaa tot. 01BA2 88S1B1 

NORTH DORDOGNE Land ond 
bonaaa tmn CSjOOO to t9Sfl00 

tnulintlxifl tU foci, 

Knnotet 0083 g 3SJ 8208 

BRITTANY 

Bcmcn Dconl A Diaaa on Rtar^naa. 
LOTm’BreiNiBhntRaunlA 

■hUagiaB RoDepdoarea etc. 30Q year 

atltaNowaillfcaitMBHKRL 

n^ Wt mdnB^ilUuritoJ 

Tk* BictiKd Ha *117 *7171«7 
ar ta: nn«4«7ZU torhoxhaR 


NORMANDY 

Business 

opportunity 

PMtner waned ta imat CSDjOOO 
«od hdp nni 4 hrge taMifid old 
( ■mlt owehoBday bane. 
Snoeeufnl leniags over 6 yeas > 

01813326162 


CARIBBEAN 


ST LUCIA 

La* hBstee YiOabnll 1991 Ea Wen 
Chnbta AlInDC. OTocfapitl cow. 
3 naat dU bofc A1 mgl tin. bed ia 
daawt qBs. Spaonia MA* ttett. 
Wte: anaed ve«f maaaai. BOODm 
B naL lake nto v padreea reute. 

319 pout. ntOvram-Rntaalt. 

rrkeUSSMOOM. 

Td: 01208 873137. 

D* taB% 


GIBRALTAR 


CHUU HAMRXJR StfH*l> span 
. to carara hmy andepmet 

omtotftbs Iboml Hop* 
rooapekin. zoom. W ' Uncb, 2 
duubii bait 2 both, pad* tor- 
xnoa 12 itrtua pktog enacf, 3 


UDCURY FEKTHOnSZ. 3 M. 2 SSEAfiBsSil^SllMl 

CflP, Lift. SuuazblT flttad. Town — * 1 " . 

cun. OI7BXIOO- 0171 73KMMS71 CHOSE*. *»»3 Itow «too apachms 
^qoto dU M IIl oni antot 
Ytaw.C33Qpw- 01719382688 


PORTUGAL 


ALGARVE: Tha non ntn*hln 



SPAIN 


IRELAND 


NEW HOMES 


NEAR PETWORTH 



NORFOLK 


WALES 




OS2CA 2 baa2bcUt hre.p t*- 
tog* reap. Ann now. CBSBpm. 
owi 441 tooarwM wsw 
to | CHEUCA t nnn a c 1 bad OM. nr. 
Tuba, tanr 2 Bft. 0*0 n too 
eb ft tow. 0171 3BRW. 

df H F FblWni ,- tonun to n 2 bad 
loft apart. BKZEmm. ttold 

wmw tH7i aa 

COWR GARDOi nmto mm 
reftto) TfY aryta nai toe trendf • 
oKMUaUghtiqlUato ' 
opart recaptton. pllm dtatap 
room. CBcalteBC Un, set 
h a di oo m . tararv laWkiF . 
■An n a * * Miami mital- Ip 

fasoptr. 04<t7 r/tcroA ■ i > 


KENSINGTON & 
CHELSEA 




W1L Bad gr Dr 






ONLY 2 
RETIREMENT 
HOUSES 
LEFT AT 
NORTH MILL 
PLACE, 
HALSTEAD 

Large 2 bed houses, "ilh 
bjihrunoi. shnuer runm. 

garage & paho - 
Beaudfulli landscaped. 
eoclusivL- retirement 
development by 
English Courtyard 
From E [ 55.000 - 
Freephone 0900 454 626 
quoting ref ND4 

Drink «/?»> im aar itvfei'fr 
natriiijifUieiirhjnl m ut 



‘ESCAPE TO 
NEWYORK’ 


Birmingham's 

only available 

Loft Development 

Shell onfyfrom 

£61000 to £275,000 


*JA% already 

iU SOLD 


For farther information or a brochure call: 

[0121693939 



DREWEATT NEATE 


WITNEY, OXFORDSHIRE 
Oxford 10 tmbs. An deem toted 
Gcogisii town hats uvcdoaU^ 
rpccs 3 mrqrintn. 5 toltatm 

Set in pideas et 0l 56 ton 
Code 035/00 
w«*«-^om<»oi23S Him 




FRANCE 




FRANCS - Banovnad man grow¬ 
ing Catnre, unique to Sooth 
VOX Omt fkmrntdk Nati o nal 
Baittage l«Hi MX •toamid*. 
•in 4aa> ■■■< iu*L ronga. ftoM‘ 
t aa aeaan from 20 wb*. ISO 
T*“ .ylaarT' VUuncatloo 
rote bottUng aq nl prom to 
Mghaat. Hodarn tpadfkatkML 


Spacious 3 bed. Bungalows fe sale 
at Fleet Hargate, Nr Holbeacfa Lines. 

Only 1 hour by road from the east coast 
and 20 miles from Peterb or ough. 

Prices start ai £79,950.00 - all properties 
are finished to a very high sUuxfaud and offer 
good value for money. 

For A Brochure DetalSng New Homes 
■ For Sale, Contact Us Ah- 
30 Park Road, HOLBEACB, Lines. PE127EE 
Tel: 01406 423805 
F«c01406426900 . 


SURREY 




FULHAM buga roan to atogm 
On All nodcon*.CbwtoinfM. 
Sutatnot Bata 21 ntoadrooett 
exaopw. Tbbo i7i aioarai. 

tmrnBTXuWaidNtan. R2HAM tomue 5 bad 2 brob 
TOET1C ”?? M WoAJ Of rrop: torero wU «oo<L Oon* A to- 

SSi.^UaSsSvoSS *«.cdSOpw. 0171 a» oca 


,ati*IM.i 

L1-735-4SSB. 


i N f 
p R O !’ i: R T t i S 
O I R K. A 


__ wnaHi BB i uo c fc a bad Ornate 



KENSWSRM Lroga 1 dM bad 
on. nr, to rap. wroj- 
£2dO pw. olsi ggoaoc 




World Clj\ss Homes 
Free/o/it! 0800 S08984 







VERBIER - SWITZE 


Ajraimsiia from 137 n£ fimshed 
ktlhe highest Swiss standards 

Prices from Swiss Francs . 

vmm^ 



MSTD DE LARA & PARTNERS 
IJu&nssPn^e/n^ecudats 


FaxlUltHMSlTC.®® 










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Dazzled by dynamics and blinded by science, Jane Owen visits 


a verdant monument to complex theory and fine-tuned physics 


ME AND MY GARDEN: CHARLES JENCKS 


* C harles Jencks, who de¬ 
fined post-Modemism 
and tangled with the 
Prince of Wales over ar¬ 
chitectural philosophy, is having 
horizontal gene transfer theory 
explained to him by scientists Mae 
Wan Ho and Pieter Saunders. How. 
Mr Jencks wonders aloud, can this 
be expressed in his DNA garden? 

Mr Saunders; suggests the tennis 
ball ejecting machine should be 
moved out of the tennis court (aka 
the Fair Play garden) and left to 
shoot across the lettuces, sculp¬ 
tures, thistles, paths and mound 
which denote various aspects of 
DNA in the Physics garden (as 
opposed to the medieval physick 
gardens). 

This is part of a 300-acre estate 
on the Scottish borders where Mr 
Jencks, the American thinker and 
architect together with his late wife 
Maggie Keswick, the expert on 
Chinese gardens, thumbed 
through chaos theory, soli ton 
waves, generics, physics and feng 
shui to come up with a unique 
f landscape. Not since Capability 
■■ Brown has anyone been so bold. 

“What I am trying to do is make 
waves," says Mr Jencks. And he is, 
although his method involves a 
vast earthworks where the land¬ 
scape has been sculpted to repre¬ 
sent the Theory of Folding (in 
which strings of amino adds fold to 
make 3D structures, affecting the 
performance of a protein). 

The earthworks create the great¬ 
est sensation: a 50ft spiral mount 
with a double helix, both 
paths cut in such a way 
that when you head up, 
you have first to drop 
dawn, and vice versa. 

Below, curving pools 
▲ reflect the autumn trees 
and a 35ft double wave, 
or dragon, of turfed 
earth. They may rep re¬ 
sent current scientific 
thinking: they certainly 
represent a lot of mainte¬ 
nance. It takes four days 
of teetering about on the 
causeways and tiny 
paths of the mounds to 
mow them. 

Alistair Clark, the 
hetid gardener, has de¬ 
vised a precarious sys~ 
tern involving a Flymo on Sculf 
thtfend of lengths of rope, 
and a disabled safety catch. 

•The garden began when 
Maggie decided to clear a marshy 
the resulting earth, we 
made the dragon and the mount." 
save Mr Jencks. whose great-unde, 

iliac a lanii- 





xxsssBSEZ. 





Freshly manicured, the pathways are a triumph of technique 


vjr^ 


the men in the bulldozers and. weil, 
they come up with something like 
your drawing." 

To the front of the house, which 
looks across a valley to the rolling 
Borders countryside, is a grey stone 
ha-ha with red sandstone articula¬ 
tion representing a dragon... and 
the jumping universe. And nearby 
is a newly made black hole, it is 
neither blade nor a hole, but Mr 
Jencks is critical of the common 
names for scientific ideas and 
brings sdentists and artists to the 



J a? ; 


Sculptured double helix 


The 

architecture 
of the 
garden 
moves on 
with 

every new 
theory that 
Jencks 
pounces on* 


Keswick estate to discuss the latest 
theories of the world and deride 
how best to express them. 

The black hole is shaped like a 
Christian fish symbol with its 
"tail" slapped up against the slop- 


aim calle d Charles, was a land- ing edge of the grass bank and its 
North America. “body” flat across a grass terrace, 

mst a tenth of a Hockney Panels of scoured aluminium and 

' UintinK. A big Hockney painring. Astroturf, all roughly diamand- 
k 'i^j+Jmk. you can hang a picture shaped, but warping in size and 
Jl wmrwaH or cause the earth to shape so no two are identical, 
1 did make drawings, but in illustrate one of Mr Jencks's cur- 

you'giw the drawings to rent obsessions: fractals, repeating 


shapes of different scale. "Natre is 
never self-same but setf-rimflarr 
Mr Jencks says. 

Scouring on the surface of the 
aluminium panels represents the 
warping of space and provides grip 
for those walking down the Mack 
hole (tiie tail) on to the baby 
universe (the fish body), a drinks 
terrace with pleasant views across 
the earthworks below. 

To the right is the Symmetry 
Break Terrace, an elongated lemon 
shape made of rays of gravel and 

_ turf. "There are four 

jumps in the creation of 
> the universe. This is a 

story of the universe." 
rture M* - Jencks agonises 

about the way the story 
e ends in his representa¬ 

tion: with some bits of 
131 wood scrunching into 

each other at one end of 
Oil tiie "lemon". 

“Some people main- 
1 tain the universe will end 

like this though — the 
Lew universe going in cat 

, itself. Anyway, you are 

that allowed to cheat — a 

little.” 

wS In the woods nearby is 

a brightly painted metal 
5 On and wood felly built for 

the Royal Academy by 
Jim Stirling, altered by 
Mr Jendcs. and a wayward tree 
that fell and temporarily 
deconstructed the Modernist archi¬ 
tect's work. One of the few com¬ 
pletely traditional components of 
this garden is a T-shaped green¬ 
house full of house plants, but even 
this causes a double take. 

From the front of the greenhouse, 
a path leads through a tiny curie of 
yew hedge with a black hole at its 
centre. Truly a hole, and black in hs 
depth. 

Between this black hole and the 





: : ->A 



•' '• s ,/ - 'Vv _>4 .v 





A vertigo-inducing "black hole" made of aluminium panels and Astroturf represents warping in space—and also doubles as a drinks terrace 


greenhouse, a series of globe sculp¬ 
tures, placed like Gnials on top of 
six pillars, represent theories of 
creation. The globe theme contin¬ 
ues on the other side of the 
greenhouse, but here in bronze to 
represent another era. “Bronze age. 
you see," says Mr Jencks. 


G ates between the gar¬ 
dens are wrought iron 
undulations in the 
shape of soliton waves 
— small, hump-shaped waves that 
do not alter much as they travel. 
They are likely to transform the 
communications industry because 
they can be filled with information 
and sent through fibre optics 
without much loss of fidelity. The 
handles to these gates are polished, 
spiral-artemed fossils. 

This attention to detail echoes 
through the. garden. The DNA 
garden was originally planned as a 
tartan garden, as a tribute to 
Scotland. But the original patterns 
have been scored with curves of 
white concrete representing cells 
and DNA. 

Essentially, the garden is divided 
into six main squares representing 
six senses: intuition: touch — a 
waving hand in the midst of nettles 
and thistles; the hearing garden — 
with chimes and a radar-like disc; 
sight — a tiny grass mound with a 
grotto-like cavity into which you 
peer through an eyeglass; smell — 
which will have drains at the cen tre 
and a sweet-smdling planting 
around the edge and taste — a 
beautiful aluminium sculpture of 
curves and spirals representing 
DNA set in the middle of an 
immaculate salad garden. 

Mr Jencks professes to be “an 
idior about plants, which were his 
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l bridge and the winding canal together form a pleasing contrast of delicate shapes 





Tended by Alistair Clark, the DNA garden spectacularly demonstrate ^ ^ Q f bioj 


late wife’s forte. Now Mr Clark and 
his team maintain planting perfec¬ 
tion. But the architecture of the 
garden moves on with every new 
theory about the natural world that 
Mr Jencks pounces upon. 

In the meantime, a fbotmaze of 
grass and aggregate is planned, 
along with a dry cascade. But I 
have given up trying to keep up 
with Mr Jencks's theories about 
what these garden features repre¬ 
sent. His landscape has a rhythm 
and a beauty that can speak far 
itself, 



Soliton waves are represented in the garden s wrought 
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Why British trees are best 

BARDEN PICTURE UBRAH* 


They may be more 


expensive but. 


says Jane Owen, 


home-grown 


Christmas trees 


are worth it 


I f you are among The 20 per rent 
of the British population "-hn 
cling to tradition by erecting a 
reaf free at Christmas, it is time 
to show, nationalist zeal by buying 
British instead of paying a forrune for 
a dubious Danish tree from your 
nearest layby. 

The foreign fir will probably have 
travelled in appalling conditions and 
will showei needles 'incontinently as 
soon as you move the Tree into your 
living mom. 

If you buy British you get Fresh, 
reliable trees which will lose only a 
few needles. Aim lu pay EI0-£lr» for a 
top quality’ two-metre Norway spruce 
or Scots pine, or about L25 for the 
same sized Nordmann or Noble fir. 
the fine, slightly blue-tinged tree with 
minimal needle drop. 

A few Christmas-tree growers op¬ 
erate something akin to Pick Your 
Own. although? having chosen your 
tree, they do the picking. Those of you 
who do not know of a Christmas-nee 
srower should contact the Christmas 
tree Growers Association which has 
a list of growers nationw ide. 

Trees "have to be nurtured accor¬ 
ding to how they are bought. Cut 
trees need up to a pirn of water a day: 
in root ball form they have to be 
planted into plenty of moist compost: 
tare roots have to be soaked in a 
bucket of water fur a few hours before 
being piqued. Potted trees, which 
have' not been prepared as carefully 
as root-balled specimens, need extra 
care and watering: container grown 
trees have to be watered: and blocked 
trees — those whose trunks have been 
shoved into a wood block stand for 
easy erection — have to be kept as 
cool as passible because they cannot 
be watered. 

The range of rrees grows by the 
year, and tin* claims get wilder, but 
some varieties rr: certainly better at 
keeping their needles than others. 
And most. so long as they are freshly- 
cut. smell of pine. But remember, if 
you give a free a shake and some 
needles fall off. don't buy it. 

• The Christmas Tree Clrvwcn 
■\ssoaaiion inn t~ Lauriston Road . 
Wimbledon, b'ndon SWIQ4TQ. 

Send ar. SAE for details nf growers in 
murarva. 
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Give the tree a good shake and if needles fall oft don't buy it. Most varieties need plenty of water 


■ Blue spruce hangs on to its pretty 
blue-green needles well but they are 
the most expensive trees. 

■ Norway spruce is the traditional British Christmas 
tree. It has bad needle drop but is cheap. 

■ Nordmann or Caucasian fir is a handsome, 
regularly-shaped tree with a slight blue tinge. 

■ Serbian spruce has a silvery look because the 
needles a re pale blue. 

■ Scots pine holds on tu its twisted needles the best 
of all the rrees featured here. 

■ Noble fir is a fine deep blue-green. It has a regular 
shape and excellent needle retention. 

■ Lodgepoie pine sometimes comes with cones but it 
is a coarser, less regularly shaped tree. 


PICK YOUR OWN 


■ The blue-grey white fir or 
ooncolor is supposed to smell of 
oranges when the needles are 
crushed. Maybe the ones I sniffed had been cut too 
long but I could smell only pine. 

■ Grand fir. Fraser fir and Korean fir are all unusual 
and look like Norway spruce. 

■ For armchair Christinas shoppers, Marks & 
Spencer has mail-order Nordmann firs for £65. 

■ For die wretched souls who insist on artificial trees 
or for the overwhelmingly indolent, B&Q has a ready¬ 
decorated 6 ft Treduminate with twinkling lights—a 
snip at £55. Or, for the modem slouch, a 36in fibre- 
optic tree (£40) in a myriad of purple; orange and 
turquoise. 




Norway spruce; bad needle drop 
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Nordmann fir blue tinged needles 
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Korean silver fir unusual cones 
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GARDEN ANSWERS 



STEPHEN ANDERTON 

replies fa readers’ letters 


[ 7 s ci. On the north side of 
|yi my hoosc i* a tri “* 

gular bed between walls 
which meet at right angies- 
Tbe bed measures aboot 

2 m on each side, and races 

north. Can you suggest 
suitable shrubs to make an 
attractive design? I would 
like to plant a climbing 
Hydrangea petiolaiis on 
the wall at the back. — 

J. McLeod, Ashurst Wood, 
West Sussex. 

rr-| Perhaps you might 
1A1 consider letting the 
hydrangea have the whole 
bed to itself? It can spread 
across the ground and func¬ 
tion as a Dowering shrub, as 
well as a self-dinging wail 
or tree climber. Meanwhile, 
how about the purple climb¬ 
ing monkshood, Aconitum 
volubUe , to grow through 
the hydrangea? ' There 
would be room for only one 
other large shrub. For real 
drama 1 would plant an 
A ralia elata — the spectacu¬ 
lar foliage could be seen 
through as it got taller. 

17 TJ We have been told 
|vcl that our SOft blue 
spruce is dead or dying 
and have permission in 
this conservation area to 
fell it It shed many needles 
in the spring, and made no 
new growth. One tree sur¬ 
geon said it was only 
infested with aphids 
because of drought stress. 
So will it recover, given 
tim e and normal weather? 

— LA. Darke, London W4. 

H On a weak tree. 1 
would persevere and 
hope for better things. A 
healthy tree can withstand 
insect attack. But if your .. 
tree dropped many needles 
and did not open new buds 
this spring, then it is dying. 
Give it another year if you 


want lo be sure, but I expect 
the arboriculnffaf officer 
who gave permission to wu. 
knew what he was doing. 

! 7 =v 7 I have a /acaraada 
|ts?l seedling in a pot- ft 
stood outdoors during the 
summer and indoors on 
frosty nights and cold days. 
I know there can be low 
temperatures overni ght m 
the tropics, if not actual 
frost. Do l need to keep 
bringing it in. and should 
it be fed? - CN. Turner. 
New Milton, Hants. 

S it really needs a cool 
greenhouse for the 
winter, where it oould shed 
those lovely double-feathery 
leaves. Keep it dryish 
through the winter, and pot 
on and feed gradual!)' each 
spring. Jacaranda will pro¬ 
duce its soft blue flowers in 
a large pot or'tub, given 
good summers, and 2-3m of 
growth. It will withstand 

fmst, but it is berter without. 

especially while very young. 

— Everyone thinks i*m 

_, crazy. I want to grow 

a while rose on a north 
wall, and set np a foB- 
covered reflector to pot 
sunlight on the walL 
Advice please. — M. HalL 
Letch worth. Herts. 

nn You are most unlikely 
IA1 to reflect enough heat 
to ripen the wood and 
produce a good white rose 
on a north wall Far belter; 
ro settle for something else? 
A white Clematis montana 
would do, or a while form of 
Clematis alpina. 

• Write to: Garden Answers. 
Weekend, The Tunes. 

I Pennington Street. London 
El 9XK. Advice is offered 
without legal responsibility. 
Enclosures accompanying 
letters cannot be returned 
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AN EXCLUSIVE READER OFFER 


THE TIMES 
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EUROPEAN BREAKS FROM 


T his week in The Times we have 

been offering spectacular breaks in 
Europe at unbeatable prices 
through Leisure Direction. You can visit 
Paris from only £24 per person — and that includes 
your retu.ii fare and overnight accommodation. There 
are dozens of hotels in the French capital to choose 
from and many more throughout France. 

Take the family to Disneyland, again from just £24, 
and ivvo children stay free when sharing a room with 
two adults. Drive to Bruges or Brussels from only £34 
and Amsterdam from just £39. Fly to Madrid from 
only £169 and Barcelona from just £198, or Rome from 
£199 and Florence from just £213. 

Our money-saving packages are available for 
completed travel up to March 31,199S. Choose to 
travel by car, train or air. 

We give you a choice of 168 hotels in nine European 
countries: Austria, Belgium, the Czech Republic. France. 
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Hungary, Ireland, Italy. The Netherlands 
and Spain. Simply attach four out of the six 
tokens published this week to the booking 
form below and post it to Leisure Direction 
within 15 days of making your booking. 

The hotels featured range from two to five-star. In 
many you win get the sort of luxury to which you could 
easily become accustomed. In others you get value-fbr- 
money comfort All bedrooms have pri : fle facilities. You 
can stay in one hotel for one night or longer, or combine 
a selection of hotels. 

This offer gives yon a unique double guarantee: no 
surcharges — whatever happens, the price quoted at 
the time of your reservation is the price you pay, and 
the lowest price — so if you find the same package 
holiday cheaper in the brochure of any other tour 
operator. Leisure Direction will beat that price* 

•Subject in availability, .imilar cDncJiUufis and restrictions applicable 
to tual holiday invoke and valid until you pay your deposit. 


PLAY GOLF IN FRANCE 


FOR ONLY £39 % 

Enjw a full day's golf and 
lunch in Fr.iiicc jJ a ^ 

chairpumship course ^ 

near Si Main Immjusl % 

-..W |«.t pL-wui. Gulf ifcs Unties is wi in 
ihc nnyniiicwu grounds «*T J IlHh- 
vvi ii i uv chateau. Stmpiy lake your car v 

un the • i' emitthi sailing from 
PurtML-.iih Si Main. Enjoy an en- 
vuhl culm arriving in France at ... 

i»?-wnd} 7an>. Return frisn 
ilk. MrfTiiJndy nun uf Caen un 
ill-- oialu sailinu. (W 


TIMES 
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TOKEN 6 




■ per fvnun. hased upon a car and four 
coplc travelling fmm fVirismouih to St Malu. 
turning Caen-Portsmouth and sharing a four- 
crlh. en-suite cabin • Playing golf on one of 
France's tup championship courses 
• Guff is included un a whole-day basis, not 
just per round (subject tn availability) 

SUPPLEME NTS • Far a car and nm javplc add 
£15 {X.T pwvxi • Fur Fndav-ni|du dt-pamires add 
£lo per car • To upgrade in two-bertb cabins add 
C5 pur berth each way. If you would like to extend 
jour slay fu indudt- overnight BAB aixumntodaliun 
in a cumfiinahlc sca-frwu hotel in St Main (Ihjs 
Plagt-j, Npecial Mippiemenis will apply 


SPECIAL 24-HOUR FARE 
ON BRITTANY FERRIES 

PutsDoribOMn 

EIQ.QS cat ■* two passengers - . . 

LM dO car * three or four passengers 

Ports mb uflriit Mato 

£24.95 car rwo passengers 

£54.90 car ■* three or four passengers. . 

S upp l em ents ' 

Soiling Friday from UK £JOper hexking . 
Cabin prices arc avail able on request and 
arc TOrnpulsury on riighi -rulings 
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BOOK YOUR HOLIDAY TODAY 

HORT BREAKS BYTRA1H 



SHORT BREAKS BY AIR 

0181 





y.; -- 

' w ' 

4’-W ^ 










THE TIMES EUROPEAN BREAKS BOOKING CONFIRMATION F0t^|' 

To validate your discount, send this form within 15 days of making your booking to: The Times . \ : . ' 
European Breaks Offer/Leisure Direction Ltd, Image House, Station Road, London N17 9LR. <; ! 

Tito -Ftrsl name--- t. Whrt. at the foSow^ ^ grouw do you bn ^7 fPteasu tack boxf-'V^I \ \ 

'W4 [T] 2&04 (X!3544 [T] 4S54 [J^ S&64 [XI 65* CEJ 

2 . wtacn nations oaty nswspapeqs) Oo you Duy regularty (44 conios)eaflb J ^ 


Address 


,. Postcode....__ 


* Day lei __ 

i_ 


TERMS A CONDITIOHS1 To quaMy lor He nfla Cdfad low AflerenHy numbered lohens 
trc,T tfr •- atucb appeared hi The rimes (ha evek and attach thorn to the bookvq 
comnaujun !ori time, brnns musJ be teceh^ by Leisirc Onector mWn 15 diys ot 
ireAwij ynur boototg. a Bookings can arty be mate through Lwsura DiiecJxm tercongittM 
Lv.«; ti-jr.vco-7 Wovwnta ;. 1997 aid Maidi 31.1998 Please &y at toast 10 1 fays 

ti-nr 'i' ■i‘nw CHeHoi travel toe. The alta wnnol tie contwied v/dB any otta ofla. sa«nq or 
.. -..hhJ sutwnc and la tor relum tnutl ea-UK orty 3 tbny ul the sennees whiefi mAe up 
-^r tiBCdav arranr'ieniattt s are prewAted by Bidepemtent earners ami snpphers Those camera 
. i suppuers pravifle these services in accordance wtfi Ite* own teme and ajtidtois whtcii 
...i/ Itrx oi ctdmfe Swi RaW3y to you. osiufr, m atxordance urtfli uitema&onaJ comailons 
of in.- it'b vart i&tms and conttbons je asafcble Iron Leeote Dredon by poor 
anai^i ',ml 4 Standard comttGor>s al imie Drecton Untied apply to ae boatings logtihet 


with the Wtowmg special conifiuons: •) AS tanas are otteral subject to . , 

lestricted avadabRity and on a Hrat-come. flrat-senied basis, b) Right seals. — 

Ettrostar seat; and Cmma aossogs iStefed undo Bto pramooottOT 
sublet to avaBaftBy and sdie^jks tn reject to change wBlort mSre. The 
oumber at places avakaMe wi any fflqtn, Iraki or tary far the pwpose of Ws offer Is restricted 
and S is possMe Bat places oBocXed lo life otto may be fuly booted omr Bnxft places 
may sfl be avalUtlc lor sda in a dSterera boakaig Pass an Uw same tavfca e) In 8a wed 
that your tavti camt be sAsfed due to tacX ot svaiaMUy or sennee on Hie reiiestHd dates, 
we reserve the right to Ota s»tfar tnvet on aflemabim dates wtfh die same n m ttSem&re 
earner, d) In tha event that we am unable to confirm your booling immediately, we wQ 
wiliigly request your transport^nn andW dcconmodalion reqwempnts extra hi out 
aCbubons Hanevar, we wi rajulie Ml paymera prior to ncWrq such request as yoowffl be 


Ao “mmkfcd to oui booktrej aBdttre [arricancefiatknf ameakrie«®m^ 

- 3:150 0,1 ”n wsacure Bib requeued sendees. In cases where we are 

unanxesshd in sealing the requested satire earning to your 
raountnenis. we wd inmetfi^Bty rshnd aS monies in ML •) CatceUkms 
sstrtcted rradenwHthanl4dsysbBtoredepaftoEw*bet3sarged50%or thgtofipoca. Anyraale 

•aces wiWnl5^sotdB|aturei89be charged 700%al the fti price, fll&aostar and EuraRghi 

Bcitenl gnandniBfewlwn»a100^ctoXilaiwic>BdtLnChan^iannrito 

ajdtes. day s iy depa rtue. Aterafare aod aneadmeots, wfaro posstote, are subjacl to a £30 

meiiw amendmeratee fiAAosooos.atnaxinaxsaidcancctotocwfloniybeacceptRdin 

i wriftig hy lecorded post, h} You nnstluU awSd passport tar bawl to Ewope. Non-EC 

p^Wrttalda , 5 must check vis iequireokeiyts.ll AStwigh our own trad and mow 
nwfflbe toatoJwihisw^poieiestoMcontptAaxifcittabcistftalymtate^ 
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CHANGING TIMES 
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Prickly pairings 
M red and green 

-— After unusually early frosts, holly should be bursting 
.J jjth colour. Nigel Ccilbom plants the best of the bunch 

T his looks like being a 
vintage year for holly. 

Expect a larger than 

average rmn nf pvtm. 


T his looks like being a 
vintage year for holly. 
Expect a larger than 
average crop of extra- 
°nght berries after the unusu- 
^ ®|iy autumn frosts 
w nich, far from causing dam- 
^ e *. burnished the foliage. 
Branches harvested over the 
next few days should be in 
lustrous condition. 

The common species, Hex 
aquifolium, is a native British 
Plant and is the best of the 
heny-bearers. The trees can 
be male or female and they 
need to grow within bee-range 
of one another if they are to be 
successfully pollinated. 

This is an excellent time of 
year both to buy and to plant 
holly, so here are some choices 
for a starter collection; 

Hex x aquifolium ‘J.C van 
Tol' is a female variety with 
bottle-green foliage, well- 
glossed, but not too prickly. It 
has excellent vigour, and a 
dependable, hefty crop of 
bright red berries, it is the 
most likely to bear fruit, even 
with few male trees nearby. 

Ilex x altadarensis ‘Gold¬ 
en King’ is a berry-bearing 
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Prickly silver ‘Ferox argentea’; the thornless ‘Camdlifolia’ 


female, despite its masculine 
moniker. It is similar in size 
and characteristics to aquifo¬ 
lium, but carries gold mark¬ 
ings on evety leaf. 

Ilex aqutfdlium “Ferox 
argentea* is colloquially 
known as “Silver Hedgehog 
Holly* because its leaves are 
not merely armed along the 
margins, but carry pnddes 
over the whole upper surface. 

The leaves are stippled with 
whitish variegations, giving 
the tree a silvery effect. 

If you want the antithesis — 


a totally thornless variety — 
try flex ‘Camdlifolia', the 
camellia-leaved holly. 

Ilex aquifolium ‘Hands- 
worth New Silver 1 is the 
stateliest of the silver variegat¬ 
ed hollies. The leaves are 
larger than average — up to 
four inches long — with regu¬ 
larly spaced prickles and 
handsome creamy margins. 
Their effect is heightened by 
the young stems whose baric is 
a deep purple. It is a female 
with a moderate to heavy crop 
of blood-red berries. 
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The berries of ilex aquifolium Trufltu luteo’ turn a daffodil yellow 


Ilex x altaclarensis 
‘Bdgica aurea* is capable of 
growing into a large tree. 

The large leaves are almost 
spineless, gin-bottle green, 
edged with broad margins of 
golden yellow. The female 
bears a moderate crop of 
berries whose glowing red 
makes a hot contrast with the 
gold and green of the foliage. 

If grown naturally, the tree 
develops a pyramidal shape. 
Sometimes sold incorrectly as 
‘Silver Sentinel’. 

Other yellow variegated 


forms indude Ilex ‘Madame 
BrinT, whose young leaves are 
burnished with bronze, setting 
off the gold, and fier’Lawsan- 
iana*. whose almost thornless 
leaves are streaked lime green 
and yellow. 

Ilex aquifolium ‘Green Pil¬ 
lar’ is the best of die green 
hollies for a restricted space. A 
slow-growing variety, whose 
all-green leaves are the tradi¬ 
tional, prickly shape and 
whose berries are the standard 
blood-red with a high gloss. 

The unique selling paint of 


this variety is its growth habit 
It forms a perfectly natural 
column, slightly wider at the 
base than the apex. If you 
prefer a wider, loose pyramid 
diape go for Ilex a. ‘Pyranud- 
afis*. There is a super weeping 
variety too, called Ilex a. 
‘PendnJa’. 

Ilex aquifolium ‘Bacri- 
flava* (also known as “Fructu 
tuteo*) is a yellow-berried form 
of the commcxi holly. The 
fruits turn daffodil yellow, 
which widens the colour range 
of winter berries available. 
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‘Green Pfllar* is the best green holly for a restricted space 
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'J.G van Tol’ gives a dependable crop of bright-red berries 


^DD ^ /JEIV DIMENSION 
TOLWIJORPAT/O 

SUPERB QUALITY 


SflAID PIT/PLANTER 

BEAUTIFULLY HAND 
CRAFTED TIMBER 

m TO ASSEMBLE- 
EASY TO CARE FOR 


Excmunmi am value, mot ana because 

OF THE Q&MUTYIc CMFISMAMSSIP BUT ALSO 



WEDESIEM • MAKES SOL DIRECT TO THEPOBUC 


A raised flowerbed is so much easier to look after 
and provides extra height where it's needed. Our 
superb quality hexagonal planters provide this and 
so much more. It will transform a lawn or patio 
throughout the year and makes a splendid 
sand pit too. 

Hand crafted, easy 
home assemble. d 
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VISITORS WELCOME 


AT OUR FACTORYSHOP 






COLOUR CATALOGUE 

WORTH £1.50 

0VB123Q QUALITY 
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UBGE-B6- 
DKX12V MGR 


LWSt-44" 
DUX 17* HBH 


01543 4S250B 


£ 64.99 £ 39.99 

Core Mx imiHP | code No: M1MSP 
Haan add C9.95 p&p to orttar 
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“Find out why 
it’s the world’s 
- most chosen 
stairlift.” 
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RAYMOND BAXTER 



dx 


AD owar die wodd, more people 
have chasm 3 Samnah Solifift 
dun any ocbet 

■ [bjoKsski often. within 


m. 


■ Faflgfflttmpee- 

■ 24 bom a <fiy csfi oux^ 
"365 daps a yen. 

■ Buy tfitect fioox die 
Iifannfirniwir 


CaU free 0800 715422 ext 1071 


WINTER 
Co ns e*n cilo ry v 
Blind Sulo 1 1 


on all orders placed bc/nre ("brislmns 
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LADDER STABILISER 

This amazing invention 
ensures your ladder 


CANNOT SLIP : 
CANNOT TOPPLE SIDEWAYS 


Also eliminates ladder BOUNCE 


ANKALAD takes seconds to 
put into position and provides the 

SAFEST WAY 
to work from a ladder 
Fits all ladders ANKALAD 

FuU details 

fraa hrnf-bi iw laravesena, rvent 

DA11 OAA 

,rom Phone 01474 537237 


5 year Ouarumtee Interest-Free Pbumcm AnaOubim 
(written details on request) 


I C1ZZ 0345 0239SO I 


for a brochure or am appointment to zriew 
oar latest collection 


TOk ti o- C'.onntry l '.K. ltd. 

< tilth <’il A'l ,tul, /t.irl’it ntuf /u.lu.rfri/ii l.Mtilr. 
MitiiliCaru- hrnr Ml It V/-A* 


A UNIQUE GIFT FOR GARDENERS THIS CHRISTMAS 


Banish muddy footprints from the house 
tfrith (^Igrifratnes Gardeners Shufflers 

Vv^^Agrifranes Shuffles. The practical, affcadabfe and 
fhin way to banish muddy footprints from the house. Simply 
^sJjp into Agrifiaroes ShufBcn when you need to sEp into the 
bone m answer the phone (or die call df nature) or make a guide 
cup of tea. Sliiffien are made from hard-weaiog. polypropylene 
fabric dial is machine washable and king lasting Hang a pair on a 
book by the dooc or folded up in your pocket ready for acrion. 

Available in two sizes, medium to fit over boot sizes (4-7) and 
laige to fit over boot sizes (8-11) in a choice of colours, blue or 
green. Buy now — Shuffles are only available dried from 
Agifiames this Christmas iucpm* 

S * Ante .umVMSm 




5pcci<1 : O^e' 

Phrr.e r :•free 1 -rid Cxrch.i 5 1 g• e 

you •: 20 dsy reney 5*ck o.jrj-v.Te - 


• [Bstalfariro obea wiito 3 day) 

• Most juris fitted •Vahepaireteed 

Call Churchill’s 

0800 371982 

CUIF1EE aov and adt (dr OAfe. 
CrecfrianfaraFREEboBeemdn- 
tkn 7 D AYS A WEEK f AM4FM 




TEL 01926 915757 





THE ENDLESS POOL 



ENOUSa POOLS’** 




Ya*+ I! 




AS SEEN ON TV 

BEST BUY UNDER £10 

BBC Gardeners 
World Live 1997 


MASTERCARD / VISA / SWITCH t? 01342 310021 (24hrs) FAX: 01342 310009 



fixer noney refunded dual deftrfded - ntam waned wUftu 14days 
f[ m cohne stated wr wtA apply bhtt. 

c?lgri6wnes£!^°£™ c " 


jigtit— tid. cw w..*. n i - a. e«w Cf fc x» ri.s—animate, bas 

^ w miH iE^pum H1WTO -o'* 


ORDER NOW FOR CHRISTMAS 


aam«atjjaBtHy*amULpiBM«atoiHEBaiQtaeattS^mmigSHSL 
i QrOagai toa iai Cirt pVtoD 8»*nD ttgvC-—___ 




Poffeoda___ 

XamiiMiiaiiaMaP 


•vminhmiOUl) 
w moot naans 



SCATTER 

i Clears Cats 


from your garden 

NIGHT AND DAY, EVERY DAY 

Scatter transmits random burets Unique programme of < 

computer-controlled 

long before they expose luClntdV \ UltraSOUfld BXpClS 
themselves to its fufl rinpact, so \ 'l \ . C3tS from ISWIIS. 

that ft works where fences or \ \ flnuinr hnrie 

netting fsiL FUUy automatic - no \ \ "fc EL - ■ r 

sensors to go wrong. Highly \ ^^dcFM \ S (1111006 nfiS, 

refable. fUly weatherproofed I ^ers WallS and paflOS 

mWature computer circuit 

SWITCH botweon kw^voOngn mabn orljettety opeesOanotvM aftoe|BlLliy 
NO affect on birds or other pets JNAUDiBZE to human*' 

Scalar la complatety satm. InstaBed In mlnutoe. 

Tky it for 90 days - 5 year guaramaa 


FREEPHONE 080 0 282824 
FOR FREE BROCHURE 2 S°» ' 






TAKE THE DIRECT ROUTE TO QUALITY/ 

CANNOCK GATE! 

AT FACTORY PRICES 


Order direct from the IflTs leading gate 
manufacturer's catalogue 


Wooden 
Gates trom only 
£79.95 



Wrought Iron 
Gates from only 
£213.00 




CAU. NOW ON 

01543 462500 

nu 01543 506237 


Qaodag Dept TT50B7. for your FREE 
Cannock Cues padc. Onr pbone Enei 
are open 24 boon a day, * 
or* imtr fte Cnmock Gates Iad» 

(Dent TT5097)- 

Martmdale, Hawkt Great. 
Cannock. SofiL. WSl I 2XT. ( 


(fJarnuy 
f in f X S' 


TbcGalrwaytB 
Greet GaeimOau 


CRAFTSMAN BUILT: DIRECT FROM THE FACTORY 


Scale watcher 

The Sim ple Solution 
to Hard Wafer 

Sc-iirv. afciier dtM?;(ics the 3>rr.^;i' v«':>ter and 

sin ns (o savi-ynu mono' ti; 4 to c> weeks - (it 'ARAN TEED: 


CLEARS OLD 
SCALE 

^EVENTS NEW 
SCALE 
EASY DIY FIT 
5 YEA R 

GUARANTEE 
GUA RANTEED TO WORK 
EFFECTIVELY OR YOUR 
FULL HONEY BACK 
FOR DETAILS FREEPHONE 

0500 001109 



V'iiVij:' : 


SjrAaras UcL, FRSSPOST (KG206) t 
L l hwIa y a w Thwn, Oxen HG91ZZ V hw 
[□HaaMtmdaAwrbiodmandpilQM 

lQlfetreeBtttBdBwteaimnMahaaiHfedMK» Bfcd k» 
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Move out to the countryside. 
(About 15 t eet ou t.) 


amply by movmg to another xpom when you own a BAC 
conser valoty. 

Mgrt and airy, the scenery is provided by the natural beauty of 


PU*J I I.A4 . a 


extra space it creates can be used in so many ways. One 
minuteifs fee perfect place to entertain, the next a wonderful 
play area for the childieiL And what better place could there V 
to relax in? 

A BAC conservatory allows you to enjoy your garden whatever 
the time of year Warm and snug in the winter thanks to 


the most out of the all boo short British summer. Natural greens 
is all around, all year round, without even setting-foot outdoors. 


BAC provide a service from concept to campletfon. Specify anv 
«53* OT of consenretmy you wish in either woodgrain „ r 

witite PVC-U or nch, natural Hardwood. ’ • e or 

To secure your FREE Anrptec oonservatory 
heating systenvFreephone 0800 666 444 
now or Freepost the coupon below, 
quoting rrfermceAix^tec/XGAIt CONSERVATOR! 

FREEPHONE 0800 666 444 TODav 

Open «oy day tactoflng Sunday-2* bodu ‘‘*■1 







































































































































































TELEPHONE 
0171 680 6807 


WEEKEND SATURDAY DECEMBER 61997 

Christmas Gift Guide 


FAX 
0171 782 7703 


gifts for 

EVERYONE 


GENUlN&j 

EJlHTHCAYj 

NEWSPAPERS 



0181 688 6323 

for call FREE 050$ 520 000 1 


Warblrd Flying! 

W, ji essxr* c® 1 w*°5 nt ® 
itcmi ain'isasfcn»»c«™ 

THE TG HARVARD 


' GtfWUC*W» 

UnforgwUDIo ten EW 

h^rnnaam j« 1 Bootengi ^ 
Idren 01273 A6Z7M 


HOWZAT 

Fertile tffickcfttf who has 
««yihiag, ■ filmed cricket cover 
dpwi by seven! umbers of ite 
England aictBXHS-50 
Sad yarcheqae u> Woodford 
Sperti Covers. 43 tamingt 
Rood Si Albans Hsu. ALJ 
“tHX. Lae order; IbrXinak labr 
"sieved be December I2di 


HEDGEHOG FAMILYT-SHIHTS C5 POSTWEE 
SWEAT SHIRTS CTO POST FREE. QUALITY 100% COTTON 
COU3URS: GREY. BLACK NAVY. BOTTLE «*EN- 
CHILDRENS SIZES: 3-12 ^ AfiS r L 

SEND ORDER AND PAYMENT .O: ALLSPORT 
1 °°-™ngi>irg STREE T. KINGS LYNN PESO SEZ 


TIGER MOTH 
VINTAGE FLIGHTS 

The cuattura of Oynig *» ii «*cd 
mbs iaiheiiiMaicaof the IWl 


THE AEROBATIC 




Fed AcddU of Impinlnib ■ a 
bcantifal Frca± marfcinr 
No experience accessary - 

joo fly wtdi ikBkd pflott 
GREAT FliN FROM £7M0 
BooklDgi and dcub hum 
Aria Special: 01707 262774 


How to make more than a flnffliOT 
-by a man who's done B 


•utaed or j TV dooaivnWY Mareuaas 
mdatod taataa In Hello mag^clna. Ka boo h 
Take Action conatne Egg* 

acMco and S»vb a Iwng prod O’ol * 
Andante eaduswd* by n*i attiet 
at £6.99 mdudng PSP 

Call 01283 575671 


CALENDARS FROM YOUR PHOTOS! 



Bw mm»y. uixsnjo P«0" EiM cotra 

anm> fojaia omb ianTCU.50aand4 phoftw 

O Doge 12*8 01.50 Cpape 12*70 7^wn0 6 

OuaiiyTghliHid3B»SAll-»LT n2Jtfln e pap _ . . 

Tiamnud *»5 


Please i%q R you find a eftwpw ptoi ^wwtNri# 



mmm 


GIFTB0XED BABY ALPACA SCARVES 


THAT SPECIAL CHRISTMAS 
GIFT FOR HIM OR HER 

Stylishly lonpi 1.80 x 0.30ra). and 
luxuriously warm, these silky-soft, 
finirly-wnwn scarvws, from the 
shorn undywl Bcccc of young 
Peruvian Alpacas, arc available in 
white or camd Ladniri. 

3:0181 458 00470 

SAME DAY MAILING 

or send a cheque for £39.50 
Use Green River Trading Co. Ltd 
39 Enkine HilL London NW11 oEY 



A Perfect Present 

Forlaralh and (nrttfe. (of Acdrewtre;uhlt bribe 
lumituR Varans type and cotoors. mdndmj a 
Child's brash and Mens aKxVb, ire all dtatmed m 
the ILron Pmnua bnmdmrr. true, phuttr 
MB or to for wiar free copy and 
fl| hair cart hrafkt ur 

Mason Ponca Bn* Dept 2m 
jT Old Bond Slrett. London W1X 4BL 
Wf Tri-phone: On -rtl lb IJ 

M ft* lin 199b>J? 

BjJ For ditntnp. nannaih coodiuoned hair 

* MASON DEARSON 

* * * The Great Origin] 


GLIDING 

The ideal gift 

J>*Anf and Counts if Brtiam't 
prmdrrt dub firm a stogieflight 
to fid! * .runes, idl vd annaarnr 
prarahjli.il card. 

For details and hnxhure 

Irl; 

Lasham Gilding 

01256 38! 322 


UNIQUE PERSONALISED 
PHOTO MOUSE MATS 

PrfcMrd in colour 

a craQDGWM u mciHur on 

bregmc dr drifte when yea pit 
rids |lft tdoai tan yuar {norite 
pinoaad piod wcd on a Qirifcy 
NATURAL RUBBER nuc mat 
Periapt one of Ibe WEDDING. 
ANNIVERSARY. GRADUATION. 
A HAPPY COUPLE. BABY'S 
FIRST STEP. THAT SPORTING 
TRIUMPH OR MAYBE THAT 
SHOAL CAR OR ANIMAL 
TO ORDER JUSTSEND ANY SIZE 
PHOTOGRAPH (TO BE RETURFHJl 
AND A CHEQUE FOR JUST 
£975 PER MAT41.9J MPFBt ORDER 
SENS TO IMAGE MASTER 
PC BOX 410J CHELMSFORD. 
ESSEX. CM2 SWF 

TEL: 01245 283586 

IUI nrfsnd atalLMe timn uUU 
ALLOW 7-10 DAYS FOR DEUVERY 


FACTORY 

CELEBRATE 

CHRISTMAS 

AND 

NEW YEAR 
WITH 

FIREWORKS 

FREEPHONE 
0800 7315038 
(free brochure) 



AIR SPORTS 


learn 

TO FLY ^ 

Trial lessons 
start at 

asm 

ffm 

V-HII'J.rill LIT 

01933-860806 

EASY ACCESS VIA ill : '" l ’ 


PARACHUTING! 

If you're looking for d»t «"»»!, P*"*? 
not gnre them a 

treefafi, lieedora of the das the thru! “ » 
menme. All this ud nww «juW be ytren w 
give in the form of a parxbaaoS 
vooeber from Skyhirc Pirououows. Voo^cs 
are valid for 12 reonths and can he uaed al 
any of 23 cautta aomo Ite UK. For a On* 
Inlbnninon pack on ■ wuqne and 
uuf i ^ g ctinbfc gift caD now. 

0171 359 6080 


A perfact giftjar golfers 

-•Jiro rnMPLETE 
:book:ofgolf 
H pTELSINTHB UK 

‘Atronly fX.99 inc. PAP- 
Give yeaxi of p lannin g 
\S r V-. pleasure-'. * 

. 'CC’s 0171912 1528 - 

U Also: at Harr ttds, . 

:T - " Books Etc &■: '• -. 

• ..Goodshape 


pppg 

mm 


PRKSKNT-S WITH 
A I in ia; 


l uiahaiaii man 

aeon “aulnmblt m 
travel cMnc far m 

agd ■owol Hfkpodu*-- - 

fmt ntaaitg podaa. tAtr 'em 
hell" nridoe inrinacuond. 

And. ofeaerw.tlwTiBfyHit- 
•ckoowledgrd dw haunalr ud naK 
practical omdonr hat u ibr nU. 


OFFSHORE 
POWERBOAT 
Driw Im H Wtarid aenetan 

Qbtare Power Beat (1730HP 
cubWs oi lOOmph}. Hair day 
dndnQ power bottab The 
Matt urier BmafMA 
guUnsol a Wbrto Champion. 
Grata ton at £80 p er parson 
Caflforbrednnn 
01264850015 


A PERSONAL NUMBER IS 
FOR LIFE. 

NOT JUST FOR CHRISTMAS. 


Treat someone to an unforgettable present this 
Christmas. A Personal Number. Ifs new. It's 
innovative. And it’s one phone number that can 
be personalised-, eg: 07000 ARCHIE (272443), 
h never need change, 
so ifs never forgotten. 



SCOTTISH SALMON 

TRADITIONALLY SMOKED. G1FTWRAPPED 

•. 227g04Ib) SLICES£10.00 7 

- ; ' , '680g (1161b) SLICES" £25.00 inc.p&p • 

LAROCH FOODS (eat'd W83) ARGYLL Scotland 
TeL- 01852200288 Fax: 01852 200337 

. BROCHURE ACCBSSAOSA 


LOVERS 

A 1 'Romeo and Jutiel” gift of specially selected 
champ agne mrffk chocolate and a bottle of specially 
selected champagne complete with your penonatised 
message in calligraphy. Presented in an attractive wooden 
box stencilled "Romeo and Juliet" 

- " 1)111 soft what light through yonder window breaks'' - 
Only £29.00 inctodiiig delivery 
The ideal gift for yoar partner on all occasions 
Gift with Sparkling Chardonnay £24.90 
Bollinger Champagne £45.80 
Moei & Chandon £38.80 
Credit cards accepted fr e ep h on e 

0800 7317683 

httpJ/vnifw^afcs@banLco.uk 


GIFTS FOR 
EVERYONE 


Quality Wines & Hampers 


. y. .- 


Frm £9.95 2 Bottle trine pack to 

£249.95 Large Wicker Hamper \ 

Cbabtis Moreau. Smoked Salmon A _ i 

Fresh Lemon___UMJ 1 j 

Champagne & Chocolates__£22.45 ■* 

Rallaa Basket: Wine. Champagne. Oysten la Oft, : ‘ 

Pile. Mulled Wine Spies Sachets. Cream Fudge__ 

Premiadou Hat Box; Wine, Cbampa^ne, Cbo coUnr s. 
Ortmges is Cointreau, "fa. Oyncrs « Oil, Xnuw Poddmg. 


Four hsawdmrPtBewyCI — wt f ffiJH:Hmwari» Wwattqdd 
SEND FOB COHPRHBISHE RJU. CDUNH BMCHUK A OtfflHl FORM 

Davenport’s of Ashby 

Dept TIM. Vintage House St Hichalai Street, Coventry CVIABG 


Genuine Gourmet’s Choice 
Scottish Smoked Salmon 

Dnea from (he Smokehouse, prepared using oak chips 
i mprepwrr d wflh mah whisky. Sficcd to perfection. Dchvgy by 
express cocnier setvict Ooting (fate for cedes 18di December 
lKg Skhs £27^8, L4Kg Sides £3&06 me deBrsy ft gift bra. 
10% Dscount for 3 sides or ora- delivered to aw address. 
Special prices fa Gjtpome onfcrc. CM* & Assodatkms. 
Please pboar far details. 

A J Saflberi8nd (Eetd. 1908) Shore Street Pbrtspy BaaK 
AB452RX 

TeL-01261 842448 Fu: 01261 842884 

Major credit cards accepted. 

ONE NEVER REGRETS BUYING QUALITY 


A VERY SPECIAL CHRISTMAS GIFT! 
AN ADOPTED ANIMAL 

....and help fund conservation with the 
Born Free Foundation. Adopt an Elephant 
family, an orphaned chimp, a wolf pack, 
an injured otter, a wild orca whale family 
or a rescued Lion or Leopard 
Only £17.50 

Includes picture, certificate, newsletters 
ana much more. 

Please state which animal and name of 
recipient. 

Tel: 01306 712091 

Or send cheque payable to Born Free 
Foundation' DPT (TT1). Freepost. RCC 1862. 
Dorking. Surrey. RH5 62A 


GIFTS FOR HIM 


Your Personal Astrologer 

CO software for Windows BB and NT/4 



m Entertaining and Proftwrional 

• Create Accurate Birth Chart* 
rn Asscms Relationship Compatibility 

• Daily Horoscopes 

• Lucky Lottery Number Generator 

• Predict Vour and Your Friends Future 
W Personality Assessment 

Min, compute' mquirMiMtns • PC compaUlyla (48B-6SMH1 or 
latter procosGorL DouUo (PMd CD-ROM drive. 5Mb fiod daft 
mpica, SVGA 250 colour graphics card and manttar, Microsoft 
Window* 95 ae NT/4. Microsoft compodbli moult 

To order this revolutionary Astrology program, call 0171 827 lOOO 
or c omplete die coupon and post today. 

Aptec ptc. Aptoc Houso. South Bank Businosa Cenira, Pamon Road, London SWB SAT 

Pleu* smd aw: CUy_Zodiac astrology software program (a) ® E193S. 

(Price includaa VAT and p&p.l 

Payment by Qraqus; I enclose Cheque/P.□. for £_mode payable to Aptec pie. 

Paymeet by Credit Cord: Vise / Mastercard / Switch / Delta (ctatow a s appropriate 

un. □□□□□□□□□□□□ 3FS 

□□□□□□□□□ O 3H 

Expiry Dete: I ll I T l l I Switch start date: I H _ I Switch issue No: 1 — )1 — I 

Name _ _ 


A kMnc ■ M 

eqnkaade)aidlMi 
td \ie teapot Knoploc wUnaap 
w | »a 1 »a4»« ■i gbe ljoptaf 
Hr lire he *e ooo ton. Al 
peeari to a havitei pUeoU 
kriwfoidi fOOTVim nr rtl. 
pavMd reop-ia a tna pbqa: 
■Bi wkr hr eeftMik cwno 


□ayllfwa Tal Mrt 


Cl am avor 16 yoars al ago) 



ANTIQUES AND 
COLLECTORS 



‘NAMES IN FRAMES™ 5 

Personalised authentic craftwork. 
Hand printed and hand painted unique 
gift for children £10 - £16. 

For further information tel orders 
01788 537205. 

Refund if not delighted. 


GIFTS FOR LOVERS 


ARS AMATORIA 

The Illustrated Book of Bottoms 

96 pages of pictures and words; surprisingly 
explicit, engagingly witty and well-informed, to 

* enlighten and amuse 
anyone with an inter¬ 
est in the past and 
present, the uses and 
variety, the delights 
and shades of the 
female bottom. A 
compact little book 
for your library’s top 
shelf and definitely 
not for prudes. 

Said £10.00 cheque (to ‘EPS') or Vtea/Mastercani'Amax 
2S5SJEL TWT - TO Bo* 1 q 64S, LONDON 

SW10 aZT FREEPHONE 0800 026 25 24 or Fax: 
0171-244 8999 or order directly from our website at 
httpJ/mrw.eps.Oiy.uk 


A GOOD READ FOR GRANDPA OVER CHRISTMAS 

“SAILORS DON'T CRY” 

Peter Hicks in ihc Tim 
volume of his 

Butobiogrepby describes | 

life as ihe tone of > ■ ‘SiubrsdoTLlCrj' j 

Muchesicr brewer and ‘ I 

bis young wife, the 
du^hier of ■ village 
parson. Hh outlook on 
life as a young boy in the 
30s drastically changed 
with the death of his 
Gather and ihc Hart of the 
second world war. 

Suddenly thrown am of a j 
secure home into the . L 
tough life of a naval | 

training college end then A 

when just 17, serving as a - . oJ 
naval cadet in a wartime H brewi yk 

troopship. ,•** 

His narration of the years 1930-50 gives an insight into the 
changes that took place in those 20 years and eacerpts from 
his great Grandfather's Arctic Expedition Diary to find the 
Northwest passage, are published for the first rime. 

Order by cheque from Axiom Publishing, Weston on the 
Green, Own 0X6 8QP Credit card orders tel: 01869 351177 
£15.00 p&p included. 



0800 0269S90 

ssr—.ayij i 

7 , 7 
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BELGIAN CHOCOLATES 
Delicious Gifts By Post 
Hoad made Belgian 
chocolates Delioered to 
any UK address. 

Beautifully 
urrvpped 
with poser 
personal 
mrwrge. 

250gms (l/Ilbl: fi&SBnar PW9 
SeOgms (1 Or): tHSvmr nm 
IKifoCfofc£39J»--PM9. 
inz taau dneauR camnr 

9 01474 537237 


OLD 

MASTERS 

Precise 

reproductions in oils 
Monet, Cezanne, 
Van Gogh.dc 
Afhxdable prices 
• ■ 
01926642050 


XMM /PfcCIAL 


f l 

0 ; 

i '>■> v 

% \ 




3-BIKr 

£.?O c o 

l. k- ; - r ’ / 





Tha riefinttehr NOT boring 
Christmas preaam -■ ■ 
Owr 200 axektsms dariom. in 3 
shn. commissions undenakan 
DB>TTWHSt ■ 
EDLesBomueH. 88», me am 




the Erotic Print Society 



Owytocteteohone oontar. 
, toneMr/Mr^«v«her.. 


“ itese cal tba Hdplne on 01298 813ffi8L'v. 

P^comrleteBea^a^Bogtn^g,^^-^ 

- ''“CommyUd.PaBeK 14,nnhpe*. 
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gifts for everyone 


Classic Cars at Goodwood 



Drive 3 Classic Cto al 
Goodwood Motor Circuit 
£195 inc VAT 
VOUCHERS AVAILABLE 

Td: Mithrfl Racing 
now on 01343 52 8815 


- *s***n.*Tl u . ^ «w j, tv- - S . - 

AhSf™ fl f^ hfcpl,,w * *""**'’ T « jww bnd ore (fail Xmas 
Aiphanumcnca on aj| mo d«n ^fcpb««ZcZ 

S? 3 'T'^* C ^ W ■=* mOOQ NORMAN is 
07000 ft676.fi IT* tdcyboor is for lifc no rawer wfas dun oftd 
can ** ^reaed lo toy tdcpbrac (mdudiqg moWfcs). 
p ... , ■ Names in stock for pre Xmas connection 

5n~' ??*•*»*• **iy. Bran.Carol.Catty.Qudes.Oris. 
Goto S "” 4 Drai *- Dorek - EAEcTflo®,Frank.Geoff, 

i f jZI' S® 6 *- ”*“*■ J “a“- J * x3 . Wne. Jrany, Jooes, Jordan. 

• *??*: >,cilh - K«iy. Kevin, Laura, l i™/ T Lloyd. 

»» Sf Moira - NW * N’Sel. Nonaan. Fter. 

Rwcy. Rohcn. Rohm. Roger. Sally. Sandy. Staroo. Simon. Smith. 
Sonya. Steve. Susan. Teny. Vince. Wendy. 

Price £495 (+ connection of £14! 4 - Annual Service Charge 
£84.60 per annum) All be. VAT 
Call Free, Only One Number on OSC-O 0263444 
tCAhcrpomes avaiiablc on roqiicjil 




in a up French Vmeyflrii 
QuaCi) vine and pest tun. 
A UNIQUE GIFT 

For a brochure ring 


m 


gmaMff n l <*t+ 


jnr wine quasi; n-f 5T t(> 

10 Wma. HnUy LoUpc. HrpJi 
Swuediead. LmaJaJtwi PEH, 


Tate control of our 1930s 

TIGER MOTH BIPLANE 



Trail Letum Voucher £12? 

(The mast exciting Christmas pill at affable) 
Td: MJlhfU Rating on 01243 52SSI5 




. . . T'T.irrT^ •y. m ?x 

mm,,: 



~T-“ PmertfJ & 2ckimd in * 

Uu^mt kI!r 1 jar 

f, •£ Pfiwul Ckru»*Ki' ns estar.e 
--iss.V 

Gu\ Ckaritij: Champa rw 
AO} Rsilora: Mondote 
Chxohse; 


P™ Btl^vat i 


Corn;ye dairi’e/t>r UK £4 JO 
THE, GOOD FOOD C0WM VI 
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BeautHully made shirts from trie finest Swiss 
cotton that never needs ironing and stays 
wrinkle free all day; £60-70. Phone ibr our 

rw tutcfiure or vie.: our shop for a 
larperti select <^i of n-ien's sluris. 
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Aromatherapy Christmas Treat 

With all the frazzle of Christmas, what better way 
to treat yourself than with our AroSante Gift Set. 

The French Lavender will relax and soothe you. 
while the exotic scent of Ylang Ylang will lift 
your sensual moods ready for party-time. 

The Gift Set. complete with Sweet Almond 
Massage Oil. is available now at an introductory 
price of £9.45 incl. p&p (Normal Price £1630). 

For your treat, at Christmas, or for someone you care for. 

Phone Nowon 01703 665067 or send for our FREE BROCHURE 
- 'The Art of Aromatherapie’ which also includes details of our full 
range of professional quality essential oils at prices you can afford. 

AroSante Ltd, Dept TS1, PO Box 385, 

Totton, Hants, SO40 3YZ H©§ 
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A GIFT VOUCHER 


WITH A DIFFERENCE 

SERlUliS PUN. r7CrEl-MV -.L !MT?!.■' ! _ 

LMPROVES iKlLLi REACTO'-i ^ 5 a.— :a:;E \ ■ r LOST 
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| A Personalised Diary 
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for someone special 

Stylish, elegant and practical, our unique SpiraJuX* diary, 
with week to view layout, always Kes flat. 

The slimline refutable wallet (103mm x170min) is available In black, 
blue or burgundy. The wallet can be personalised in gold, 
at no extra cost; with initials or name of up to 20 characters. 

The diary contains useful information, U.K. and world maps, 
year planner and transferable address book. 

Choose from real leather at £19.95 or eurohide at £14.95, 
both Inclusive of postage. 

- Order now on 

FREEPHONE 0800 0740576 

LINES OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK lO.ftlam - 4.00pm 

Gilt Edged Diaries ^ 
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CHRISTMAS FAYRE GIFTS FOR HIM 
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A Gilt to Remember 

Be j Sieam Engine Driver Far 
tibe tby. I n a. of Him. %pQjt 
actually driving wiib rricndly. 
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Hygenic. ceramic boards for all your focxl 
prcparauon. Vinually unbreakable. h=a. scratch and 
odour reslsunL this ]arcc 16x12 inch dishwasher 
safe board is Guaranteed for fl\c vears 
£14.99 per board 
plua £2.99 PiP per order from: 

The Riverside Company, 

Creaton, Norlhants N\6 8NL 
Telephone 01604 505660 Tor details 

(Christmas delivery cuaranieed) . 
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BALLOON FLIGHTS GIFTS FOR HER 


■W. AS ys set .'l:!-;' j 
JeMiner Inf me. 
[^a c^ieliinj «n.Mf iPii 
revel-jet £ •.' -5 

MASTER 
CaTALCHiL'F. ( 
TJ AJ paio. ■ 
:&ie!uLclv ie ‘c. 1 • 
luife^e n se * 
wU Lf. -J i 

b:g :> j 

BEAL~“-u I 
SriiaiDf I in sene 1 

f><r lV lasg cs liCy j 
-.u-c n L*. 1 - ; 

The Arxri.irt. j 

3^r.: vKJe L” 
wcvonO bevL w-v . 

ita'Ji::. I 
FBEEIIGmS-.Y j 
i rjcirr I 

\otaiL.<L> ; 

NOW j 

WMLAM.E i 


BALLOON FLIGHTS 



BRITISH 

SCHOOL 


IALL00NING 

Chxnpagnr- FEqfrb for the ■ 

Experience of a Ufetare 

‘".int F. .Vc.i'w ri-iBwJi w 

M'isP. - J. S??i J £‘.7“i •.T;-5.-TM 


B 01428 707 307 

e eokk). tncJue 
ras ■ '-^~Jb«bc3iJ 


Balloon 
Christmas 
GIFT VOUCHERS 


Flio'Iitf 
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Call the Christmas 
Hotline for more 

Information and 
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Goodbye to 

Christmas 

excesses 


DECEMBER 12-14 

Off Road Driving. Learn to Ride. 
Two active weekends on the Welsh 
Marches with Acorn Activities of 
Hereford (01432 830083). Prices 
from £144 to £24*# for two nights, 
depending on activity and 
accommodation. 

Advent Reflection and Celebra¬ 
tion at the Ammerdown Centre. 
Bath. Avon (01701 433709). Prices 
from E69. ail inclusive. 

The Natural History of Christ¬ 
mas Winter Walks. Outdoor 
courses at Urchfont Manor. 
Devils. Wilts (013S0 840495). 
Prices from £75 to ES0, inclusive. 
Early Musk Singing for experi¬ 
enced singers wishing to try Re¬ 
naissance music. At Khiusron Hull 
Residential College. Irchester. 
Wollingburough, Norrhams (01933 
312104). Price £97.50 inclusive. £7S 
non-res idenrial. 

Christmas Crackers or The Folk¬ 
lore and History of Christmas. 
Why do we kiss under rhe mlslle- 
toe? When was Christmas made 
illegal? At the Burton Manor 
College. South WimU, Cheshire 
(0151-330 65Sfi). Price E9S. 


The Bardic Mysteries. At 
Hawkwuod College, Stroud. Glou¬ 
cestershire (01453 759034). Prices 
from El 11 to £119, inclusive. 

Wine Appreciation; Christmas 
Walks and Talks: Yoga. At the 
Hill Residential Ce ntre. Aber¬ 
gavenny (01495 333777). Prices from 
ESS to £112, depending on the 
course. 

History of Opera. Beginnings 
and Monteverdi; Japanese Tam¬ 
an Balls and Chinese Rice Dump¬ 
lings; Embroidered Caskets. At 
Missenden Abbey, Great Missen- 
dcn. Bucks (01494 890295). Prices 
from EI59 residential. E69_20 non- 
residential. 

Folk Dancing for Singles. With 
HF Holidays at Malhamdale. 
Yorkshire (0181-905 9558). Price 
£150 residential. 

English Cathedrals; Trollope and 
Hardy. The Way We Write Now. 
At the Maryland College, Woburn. 
Beds (01525 292901). Prices from 
£93. inclusive. 

Putting People in Pictures: Mak¬ 
ing a Traditional Teddy Bear. 
Wines for Special Occasions: Al¬ 
exander Technique. At the Old 
Rectory. Firtleworth, Pulborough, 



When the fat lady sings; take a break from Christmas shopping and enjoy a practical opera weekend at the University of Cambridge for £117. ail-inclusive 


Sussex (01798 865306). Prices from 
£114 residential, £90 non-residen- 
rial. tuition and meals included. 
The Jacobite Challenge, 1688-1759; 
Images of Royalty, The War Plays 
of Euripides; Burne-Jones in Con¬ 
text At the University of Cam¬ 


HULTON GETTY 



Explore the smuggler's paths of Exmoor over Christmas for £375 for three nights in Lynmouth 


bridge, Madingley ' Hall (01954 
210636). Price £117, inclusive. 
Christmas Canapis: Cities of the 
Baltic Botanical Illustration. At 
the Eamley Concourse. Chichester, 
Sussex (01243 670392). Prices from 
£142 residential, £98 non- 
residentiaL 


Paintball Shooting and Adven¬ 
ture Games; Quad Bike Racing 
day Pigeon Shooting. At 
Kingsland. Herefordshire with 
Acorn Activities (01432 830083). 
Price £130. 

Winter Walking: Cirde Dances. 
At the Wedgwood Memorial Coll¬ 
ege. Burlaston, Stoke on Trent 
Staffs (01782 372105). Price £68. 
inclusive. 

Brush Up Your 03 Painting 
Techniques: Calligraphy, At the 
Alston Hall Residential College, 
Preston, lanes (01772 784661). Price 
£75. inclusive of instruction and 
full-board. 

Christmas Feast Weekend. Stay in 
the only thatched youth hostel in 
Britain and take part in walks, 
sledging and a festive meal. Out¬ 
back UK. Badby, Northants (01327 
704115). Price £45 inclusive. 


Line Dancing. Learn all the steps 
to a range of Western dances. At the 
Burton Manor College. South 
Wirral (0151-336'5172). Price £98, 
inclusive. 

Popular Marie in Theatre and 
F ilm ; Painting Birds and Ani¬ 
mals; There's a Paintin g in that 
Landscape. Three art courses at 
the PtndreU Hall College, Stafford¬ 
shire (01902 434112). Price from 
£86.40 residential, £60.50 nan- 
residential. 

A Practical Opera Weekend on 
Eugene Onegin. At the University 
of Cambridge. Madirlgley Hail. 
Cambridge (01954 210636). Price 
£117, inclusive. 

Alfred the Great, Times of Feast. 
Times of Famine. At the Univer¬ 
sity o£ Manchester (0161-275 3275). 
Price £55. 


Skiing Workshops and Practice. 
Get ready for the ski-slopes in 
January with a day at the Caishot 
Activities Centre, Caishot Spit, 
Southampton (01703 892077). Price 
£45 per day, including lunch and 
equipment 

. JFdl Walkmg in the Lake District 
Witb Mountain Goat and Country¬ 


wide Holidays (016M88 7112). 
From Grasmere to the more remote 
fells. Prices from £133 per head, 
accommodation and transport 
included. 

Stuff the Turkey Walking Breaks. 
Get away from it all with a break in 
the Peak District of Staffordshire 
with The Old Furnace Walking 
Holidays of Greendaie (01538 
70331). Two-day breaks from E75, 
three days from £110, five days over 
Christmas from E250. 

Explore the Smuggler’s Paths of 
Exm oor and the Lorna Doone 
Country. Walking breaks over 
Christmas at the Rising Sun Hotel, 
Lynmouth (01598 753223). Price 
£375 for three nights, including . 
Christmas dinner and Boxing Day 
buffet. 

Christmas Activity Breaks in 
Wales. White-water rafting, indoor 
go-karting, mountain biking and 
guided walks in the Elan and Wye 
valleys and the Radnor hills with 
Acorn Activities (01432 830063) at 
Llangollen and Llandrindod Wells. 
Prices from E200 to £375 for three 
nights. 

The William the Conqueror 
Walk. Clear away the Christmas 
blues.with this twtftothree-day. 31- 
. mile walk in Sussex from Pevensey 


to Rye via Battle, following the path 
of William the Conqueror in 1066. 
A leaflet with a list of hotels and 
guest houses near the path is 
available free from Tourist Infor¬ 
mation Centres in Battle (01424 
773721) and Rye (01797 226696). 
National Trust Christmas Walks. 
The National Trust is again offer¬ 
ing a programme of guided Chrisr- 
mas walks from more than 50 of its 
properties in all parts of the 
country. Some walks are free, 
others range from £2 to £450. 
including refreshments. Details 
from local NT Offices or from the 
NT office in London (0171-2229251). 
Winter Bird watching. On Strang- 
ford Lough. Co Down. Accommo¬ 
dation in National Trust properties 
on the Castle Ward estate costs 
from £166 in January to £365 over 
Christmas and New Year. Full 
details from the National Trust 
Cottage bookings (01215 791199). 
Quad Biking. Tank Driving, 
Dane Baggy Driving. Available 
on a 500-acre estate on Royal 
Deeside. Prices from £70 a day. 
Christmas gift vouchers available. 
Full details from Tartan Collection 
Activities (0133-988 3500). 

"RoBnS Neillands 


TEL- 

01716806122 


ANIMALS & ACCESSORIES 


FAX: 

01717827799 


CATS 


RIDING HOLIDAYS ACCESSORIES 


PETSAFE 

CAT COLLARS 

Elasticated with telephone 
no. embroidered onto 
qudluy webbing £12. 

FREE catalogue 
tronv Green Form Trading 
01473 737877 



CHARITY 


How you can help 
the Brooke Hospital 
for Animals 



■WTOu .-an too easily And hair crippled. 
X r,;alr.L-unshed working animals m the 
Fast today Every week we give free 
i.vearmcn;. to thousands of suffering horses 
suid ‘loul-.v-y; and save many more from 
.tears of cruel labour 

eV;- vve can provide up to 5 days of 
lifehospital care- dust J-S will 
e liable us to give an ail-important 

preventive treatment. We know how to get 
the tvat value from every penny. 

Please help. Send whal you car. to' 
•.'h^quo or ■."'edit card to: 

K Kittrd Searight. Brooke Hospital for 
Ammum. Dcpt.CTOT Hroadmead House. SI 
Fiuron Street. London SW1Y 4DR. 

Or vail us on 0171 950 0210. 


1 want to help care for sick horses and donkeys. 


I '! -r.r i --ill of: 
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Andaluz 
Adventure 

Costa de la Lux 
in S W Spain. 

HoUafi rah mpcf b riding m 
umputk cmmrrtkie uni mkl of 
eajKy bacho Fit hnn, Baud 
cuamr, Icp pool, aon-odea 
turHcoow. Open all pear. 

Fiit Special O i n wa w and Nc» 
Year uilen 

•znjfuXtUuak tr-jm 
Jennie Himy-HuU 

01935 817567 
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Q UALIT Y 
ROSETTES& 
SHOW PRINTING 

Bm-Cam Fam, Argxd Road. 
Brink. AflBVfiKdi 

DfMSAUZTK 

C Telephone 
M 01269593195 
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THE CLUB^'^ 

For the novice / * r y 
Sixncvc 

owner and br ee der 
Afliluud u> The Governing 
CiMceil of the Cal Fancy 
New member* we lc o me 
HoiK-ttar} sccrrury: 

Nln Rmr Meelm 

ADDRESS: 

Wrenihall fannhoose 
Wibham Lc WUom 
B ury St Edmond* 


IP313AS 
TeL 01359 159652 


6 uushJG£0. bdetm 
wft ba looking lor • home 
MdyntrtB NawYm: 
Lovingly f a red 


Bed parents K.C reg'O. 
£300 

CM 01622813266 


ANIMAL 

INSURANCE 



Remember 
a pel is for life 
nol just for 
Christmas 


PET INSURANCE 

Special Readers Offer 

First 28 Days Cover FREE 

PRIME COVER WITH VETS 
FEES COSTS PER MONTH 
DOG £8.95 CAT £4.95 

TEL: 0700 0800 800 

Mon to Fri 3am - Spm Sat & Sun 9am - 6pm 


SECURITY 


se Sec 


With th* S2000 TV SurvoUbuiea system. 
Connects simptyto your television or VCR. 
Weatherproof for Indoor or outdoor 
applications. Complete S2QQ0 system for 




1 year guarantee - from: 

BOW-SEC 

(Division of BCMS Ltd) 
Telephone 01322 553822 


The Bones Dog & Catalogue 
Winter 1997/98 

The NEW Bones Mail Order Catalogue 97/98 is now out, 
filled with exciting and original ideas for you to treat 
your Dogs and Cats to winter 


ACCESSORIES 


/ M 


jfr.' v« 


* New Bones own range in Denim 

Bedding and Denim Throws 

* Cushion, Fleecy and Nest Beds 
for Dogs and Cats 

‘ . > ‘ 

* Waterproof Coats 

* Copper Collars 

* Herb-filled Flea Patrol 
Bandannas. Homoepathic 
Rem e dies, Tea Tree Oil products 

* Comfy Web Collars & Leads, 
Monogramming Service 
Available 

** and many other excising treats 
and essentials for your Dogs and 
Cats this Christmas ** 


Free your FREE copy write to; 

Bones, The Upper Mill, Coin SC Aldwyns, 
Cirencester, Glos GL7 5AJ 
or Teh 01285 750007 Fax; 02285 750100 

httpV/W¥m.thecounhytiiTMsuromJbonos/ 


NOW, THERE'S A FRESH, lO® 

NEW WAY TO TOILET 

TRAIN YOUR PUPPY. f i 

Super absorbent paper mats^VT^ /T - 

help train your puppy and (A 

protect your floor. 

New, disposable PUPPY MATS are a revolutionary way to toilet 
train your puppy Made from a thin, soft yet strong, highly 
absorbent paper, each mat soaks up approximately VA pint of 
liquid, leaving no puddles and no residue. 

NO MORE MESSY NEWSPAPERS 

PUPPY MATS are the dean and hygienic altematrveto newspapers. 
Unlike newspaper they are totally absorbent and do not shred or 
disintegrate with use. In addition, a non-slip waterproof backing 
protects your floot 

Measuring 400mm x 595mm, PUPPY MATS are available in packs 
of 50 or 100. 

50 mats £11.50+£2.50 p&p 100 mats £21 + £3,75 p&p 
SEND TODAY FOR YCXEt NEW PUPPY MATS 



Turtle DIRT TRAPPER Mats 

At test - as non at Crufts and shows 
nationwide - ths door mat that realty' 
works! No more muddy footprints or 
pawmmte on dsan floors and carpets! 

Twftr DfrfTfappBrdoor mats slopAt at he dears! 
home, consavatny or car.wUb absorbent cotton 
pfe removing vrei. dry and bvhi greasy tfirt from 
dues and paws. WHfc non-sip fata baddng„ they 
arc fu«y. machine washaMa at 40C 
Also avaBabfe wttti gripper-robber backing tar use 
an carpets please cd to delate of 
gripper-rubber mat sees and prices. 

Avadabte in serai colours and 3 sizes; 

Him, Gram, BlacK/Whfta, Fawn, Dark Gray, Sul Brawn, Black/Brawn 
75cm X HOcra - nOS5 75cm x 100cm - £32-95 75cm x 150cm - E4a95 
Plus £2.95 P&P per mat 

trom DeplTT, Turtle Mat Co, S2a Kings Hoad, Kingston, Surrey KT2 5HT 
Tel: 01B1 2S6 0388 Fax: 0181 2960360 

JHaCLTade 


THEGCCF- 

WE KNOW ALL ABOUT PEDIGREE CATS AND KITTENS 


© 



Auuman^ ta12-13 w««fca of a«and UIy(2 jabs) Inoadned against cteflu and Wne 
poBorUla bofora Owf laava thalr bewder. Chrirtnwa fa> not »good fens to a«ta a young Wtten in to 

wbAUNgw vStr* C ° UM y0Uf P< * 8,1 the 01 10 unton,a «r ■unoundlng*. 

V you want to buy a pedants kftten, ptease contact (he GCJCF - 
Ta£012S7 42757S 

°r *«sd may qnary by post to: GCCF 4-S Foml OrUou, Bfidgmntv, TA6 3FO. 

__Froo wetfare hteSoi* «bout (ottwra «vaSabta, 
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Show’s as slick as a parrot 


PET BUSINESS WORLD 




I f you thought pigs would fly 
before parrots would roller- 
skate, think again. This week¬ 
end bird-owners from all over 
Britain are descending on 
Birmingham for the National 
Cage and Aviary Birds Exhibition, 
to show off birds that will not only 
tweet, flap and sing, but put 
wheels on their feet, drive toy cars, 
hoist flags and imitate telephones. 

Like Crufts, this competition is 
not just about looks, although 
there will be about 8450 competi¬ 
tors that will be judged on their 
feathers, wing span, size and 
condition. The feathered creatures 
that most people will came to see 
will be those that perform: parrots 
that can rollerskate and ride 
bicycles, a cockatoo that pulls a 
cart, and tens of others who mil be 
trying to outwit each other in the 
talking competition. Entrants in 
this one include a cockatoo that 
can bark like a dog. a parrot that 
speaks English and Italian, and 
another that can wolf-whistle and 
imitate a microwave oven or 
gurgling water. 

Although it is great fun having a 
performing bird, it is also a long, 
hard slog, according to experts. 
Not only are many of the best birds 
expensive to buy and keep — 
parrots can cost up to £1,000 — but 
training them can be a frustrating, 
even a heartbreaking, experience. 

Jackie Goulder has been demon¬ 
strating performing parrots for 22 
years (she learnt how to do it in 
Australia) and uses crested cocka¬ 
toos and South American macaws. 
“Parrots," she explains, “have the 
intelligence and the characteristics 
of a three-year-old child. They're 
manipulative, acquisitive, inquisi¬ 
tive, noisy, demanding and de¬ 
structive. But children grow out of 
it. and parrots never do. 

"One of the most difficult things 
to get a parrot to do is to keep quiet. 
They are a huge responsibility, 
tremendously demanding. You 
have to alter your lifestyle to fit 
that of the parrot." 

Miss Goulder advises would-be 
owners to think carefully about the 


kind of household and neighbours 
they have before shopping for a 
parrot. “You should be asking 
whether you and die neighbours 
could stand the noise, and whether 
your children would tease die 
parrot, or even get bitten," she 
says. 

In America, training parrots to 
do tricks is becoming increasingly 
popular; most owners are spurred 
on by the demands of film and 
advertising companies which pay 
performing creatures welL In Brit¬ 
ain the demand is not as high, and 
many bird purists disapprove of 
teaching creatures to do acts that 
are obviously unnatural. 

Darren Beasley is the bird 
trainer at the Marquess of Bath’s 
Longleat estate, and one of an 
exclusive club of a dozen or so 
people in Britain who demonstrate 
their skills — and parrot intelli¬ 
gence — ar exhibitions, parks and 
zoos around the country. 


Some winged creatures can not only 
walk and fly, but rollerskate too. 
Jack Crossley meets the contestants 
battling to become Britain’s top birds 


1 
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H e is insistent that nothing 
is performed that would 
demean the creatures. All 
his cricks are devised to demon¬ 
strate the birds' natural abilities — 
the roller skating and bicycle- 
riding cricks, for instance: do nor 
involve them being strapped to 
their equipment. 

“Parrots are inquisidve crea¬ 
tures, so will want to know, for 
example, what rollerskates are. 
Gradually, by rewarding them, 
you get them to raise a foot and 
stand on a skate. Eventually you 
produce the other skate, until it 
will stand on both of them. 

“It works because parrots have 
got zygodacti feet — two toes that 
point forwards and two toes that 
point backwards, which means 
they can use their feet like hands. 
They also use their beak as a third 
hand, so when they are riding a 
bicycle they use both feet to grasp 
the pedals and their beak to hold 
on to die handlebars." 

David Alderton. editor of Pet 
Business World magazine and 
author of several books on bird¬ 
keeping, approves of anything that 


mwm 
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encourages the bird to relate to its 
owner. “The bird will not perform 
if it doesn’t want to. ft won't do it if 
it Is not happy," he says. 

Veteran parrot trainer Reg 
Bloom who has shown parrots 
racing, flying through hoops, driv¬ 
ing electric cars, plating square 
pegs in square holes, hoisting a 
flag to start the show, and rolling 
over to die for England says: "The 
birds love it Mine will jump up 
and down saying: ‘It's my turn.'" 

But he warns: “It can take six 
months to get them to be happy 
just flying to your hand. Not every 
owner can do it. Not every bird can 
do it Some are real numbskulls 
and will never do it" 

• The54th National Cage 8 Aviary 
Birds Exhibition is at the National 
Exhibition Centre, Birmingham, today 
and tomorrow (0121-7804133). 


Alpha, a I5-year- 
old red and green 
South American 
macaw owned by 
Jackie Goulder, 
has been 
performing since 
it was nine 
months old. In 
summer, it 
rollerskates and 
rides a scooter 
and tricycle daily 
at the Eden Farm 
Museum near 
Malton in North 
Yorkshire 


W'Zjti 


When is a church like a zoo? When dogs, cats, rats, rabbits, fleas and horses go to meet the vicar, says Robin Young 


Blessed are 
the beasts 
and the birds 


I shared my pew at the 
back of the north aisle in 
St Stephen's Church, 
Rochester Row. with four 
nils. 1 suppose by comparison 
with people in the south aisle. I 
had little right to feel uncom¬ 
fortable. They had a flea circus 
os neighbours. 

The event was the third 
annual blessing of the animals 
by the Rev Ralph Godsall at 
his church near the horticul¬ 
tural halls in Vincent Square, 
southwest London, in aid of 
the Animal Health Trust. It 
had attracted a congregation 
of MX), about three-fifths of it 
human. 

Animal blessing services are 
steadily growing in populari¬ 
ty, and received a huge boost 
when Dawn French tri¬ 
umphed in one in her TV role 
in The Vicar of Diblcy. 

Mr Godsall said the pur¬ 
pose of the exercise was to 
remind people, especially 
children, that animals too arc 
part uf God's creation. 

"Animals feature in the cre¬ 
ation in Genesis and at 
Christ's birth in Bethlehem." 
he said. “In modem society 
animals provide much of the 
companionshipand comfort to 
many, so people like the idea 
that we should thank them by 
blessing them." 

“I would not miss this 
service for the world." said one 
local resident, nursing a York¬ 
shire terrier of nippy tenden¬ 
cies. "It makes an outing for 
Silky, and a real treat for me to 
see so many people enjoying 
each other's company and 
each other's pets." 

“Round here," said a lady 
with a handsome cat in a 
carrier-cage, “the animals can 
only go out if you are with 
them. It’s terribly dangerous 
for them with the road traffic, 
the louts and all the frighten¬ 
ing noises. I think Sparks is 
enjoying tonight, because it's 

one of the few occasions that 
she gets to set? there arc other 
cats in the world." 

As church services go this 
one was. predictably, mildly 
chaotic. That was not the 
animals’ fault. They were for 
the most part perfectly well- 
behaved. if inattentive, but 
they did distract the children 
who made up more than half 
of Mr Godsall* audience. 

pupils of the church's choir 
school, the Burden-Coutts 
School, mingled with kids of 
the neighbourhood, admiring 
each others' gerbils. hamsters, 
cats, dogs and budgerigars. 

The four rats, property of 
Adam Macfarlane. proved a 
star attraction. “I think rats 




A VET WRITES 


f7=vi Do cats need exercise?! 
[Vi haw adopted a six-year- 
old neutered female who has 
settled down well but spends 
all day sitting on a bench in 
my tiny garden, which is 
enclosed by a Oft fence. I play 
with her by throwing a ping- 
pong ball which she chases — 
rather slowly. I’m concerned 
that her life is sedentary. 

S cats need to "do their 
own thing", but I can't 
think of any species — apart 
from human — that takes 
exercise for its own sake. Your 
cat sounds content with her 
life, and the best plaything for 
a cat is another caL Think 
about getting a kitten in the 
spring. A youngster about 
eight weeks old wont be seyn 
as a threat by your eat-in- 
residence. There will be spits 
and spats, but once they have 
decided who is top cat (almost 
certainty the elder) things will 
settle down. 

[7TJ Our year-old miniature 
1^1 poodle was playing nor¬ 
mally when he suddenly 
screamed and couldn't touch 
the ground with one of his 
back legs. The vet told us he 
had dislocated his patella 
(kneecap) and the only way of 
preventing further trouble 
would be an operation. What 
are the risks? 

E There is every reason to 
operate. Things will not 
right themselves ana your dog 
will have trouble for the rest of 
his life if you do nothing. 
There is a slight risk with any 
operation, but you have a 
young dog. so an anaesthetic 
should be uneven tfuL The 
kneecap is a pulley that runs 
in a groove at the lower end of 
the thigh bone (the femur). It 
slips out of place if the groove 
is too shallow, or if die femur 
and the tibia (the next bone 
down the leg) are not properly 
in line. There are two ap¬ 
proaches to the operation. One 
aims to deepen the groove. 
The other is to alter the 
direction in which the knee 
cap slides. Your vet will decide 
which is appropriate. 

James Allcock 

• Write to The Times Vet . 

Weekend. The Tunes, 

/ Pennington Street, London El 
9XN. Advice is offered without 
legal responsibility. 



Beauty the labrador is blessed by die Rev Ralph Godsall. His new flock included fleas and rats 


INCLUSIVE TIMES OFFER 


ERIC is a two-yeamld. silver- 
grey lurcher cross, who is 
gentle and loving. He can be 
shy initially with people al¬ 
though, once familiar, is very 
affectionate. He is house¬ 
trained and would suit a 
family with children. If you 
are interested in adopting 
Eric, please contact the Nat¬ 
ional Canine Defence League 
Rescue Centre (01132 613194). 



Portable rechai 
multi-lamp - onl 


Olwyn the police horse takes a star turn in church Adam Macfarlane readies his pet rats for the service 


are sa lovely.- said a prefly 
blonde girl, to Adam's evident 
satisfaction. He let her put one 
of the rodents on her shoulder, 
where it promptly tangled 
itself in her hair. Delighted 
shrieks and giggles followed, 
and then Adam effected a 
chivalrous rescue. 

Pride of place at the back of 
the church was taken by wo 
Metropolitan police torses. 
Keswick and Olwyn, who 
came in through die large west 
door just as the service was 
about to begin. 

They were not en- _ 

couraged to venture 
beyond a floor- ‘A 
boarded area, for fear 
their hooves might g 
crack the nave's mar- ^ 

bled flooring. a 11 

The order of service 
permitted mention of _ 

much of the animal 
kingdom. Mr Godsall pointed 
out that animals were a gift 
from God. and that they set us 
an example of patience, loyalty 
and friendship. 

Camels, giraffes, monkeys, 
hyenas, whales, snails, quads, 
hogs, dogs and frogs, bats, 
rats and cats all worked their 
way into the opening song. 

Butterflies, robins, fish, ele¬ 
phants, kangaroos, octopuses, 
worms, billy goats and bears 
featured in the second 

Then John McCririck, 


Channel 4*5 horse-racing com¬ 
mentator. read from Wind in 
the Willows, the bit where 
Male and Rat are awe-in¬ 
spired to worship. Mr 
McCririck. the vicar pointed 
out, had not only brought his 
partner with him. He had 
brought his dag as well. 

The choir sang The Bare 
Necessities from the film of 
77ie Jungle Book and then 
actress Liz Fraser read John 
Betjeman’s poem. Diary of a 
Church Mouse, rather risky in 
its mention of people who did 


‘Apart from the fleas, the 
smallest animals were 
albino frogs and goldfish’ 


not come to church at all. 
except for harvest festival. 
Many of this congregation, 
one suspected, seldom pur in 
an appearance save for the 
blessing of the animals. The 
effectiveness of Ms Fraser's 
reading was only partly 
marred by the shrill catcalls 
from a cage of budgerigars at 
the back of the church. 

Another song extended the 
menagerie with the addition of 
shark, lark, tabby cat, desen 
rat. chimpanzee,, common 


tern, crawling worm (the pre¬ 
vious worm was only “wig- 

gty"). the mongrel dog. 
snorting hog. badger, platy¬ 
pus, minnow and rhino. One 
hoped in vain for something 
leonine, or at least 77ger. 77ger 
Burning Bright 

Instead, a representative of 
the Animal Health Trust at¬ 
tempted a roll call of pets 
present. Quite a few children, 
it transpired, lacking live pets, 
had brought stuffed and soft 
toy animals along instead. 
Apart from the fleas, the 

_ smallest animals 

around appeared to be 
[^0 albino frogs and gold¬ 
fish. No one, surpris¬ 
es ingly, confessed to 
^ having broughr mice. 
„t_* “We had mice last 
year." said the man in 
___ the pulpit, sounding 
disappointed. Al¬ 
though he didn't get responses 
to his request for reptiles, he 
did find some rabbits. 

Then Mr Godsall called, 
largely in vain, for quiet while 
the dioir respectfully sang 
Bright.Eyes from Watership 
Down in memory of pets who 
had passed on. “Not one is lost 
without God knowing." in¬ 
toned the reverend, just os an 
excitable border terrier made 
tot energetic grab for one of 
Adam's rats. 

God must haw been wartil¬ 


ing, because the would-be rat¬ 
catcher missed by a whisker. 
Back in its cage the happy rat 
went for a brisk trundle in its 
revolving wheel to celebrate. 

There was supposed to be a 
procession of the animals to 
the manger for blessing, but 
Mr Godsall said there were 
too many in the church for a 
procession to be possibie,”We 
will have to come to you." he 
said, and he and the curate 
toured the church flicking the 
animals with holy water with 
die aid of two feathers donated 
— probably unwittingly — by 
a peacock. 

"The rats are scared of 
water,” cried Adam, moving to 
protect them with his anorak. 
But the creatures got sprayed 
anyway, and did not seem to 
mind at all. 

Away in a Manger and. 
inevitably. Alt Things Bright 
and Beautiful brought the 
affair to a dose. Keswick and 
Olwyn. who had barety stirred 
a hoof under the admiring 
pats of hundreds of children’s 
hands, backed out of the 
church, Adam collected his 
cage of rats, the flea circus was 
packed away, and the street 
outside fifled with dogs burst¬ 
ing to relieve themselves now 
that they were newly Messed. 
• For more details un animal 
blessings, contact the Animal 
Health Trust. 01638 75IOOO 


Measuring approximately 9 in x 314 in x 
3 l A in (maximum) and complete with 
approved mains charger, this portable 
rechargeable light is perfect for around 
the home, car or camping. 

Manufactured in 
tough ABS plastic 
and weighing just 
345g, it features 

a powerful ^ 

4 Yi in long 
f!uorescenF« 
tube with ^ 
diffuser, 
flashing amber 
warning light for 
breakdowns and hand strap. 

' Initially, the lump's built-in nickel 
cadmium batteries should be charged for 
20 hours. Thereafter, normal charging 
time is 8 hours. The lamp can be frilly 


HOWTO ORDER (For U. KL residents rattyj 

Fill in lbs caapon queuing yuur Aaress/Visa card 
nombei. or sort with cheque or postal aiders, 

no Cash, un 

THE RECHARGEABLE LAMP OFFER, 

-TRUEBELL HOUSE 

LOMBARD ROAD, LONDON SW193IZ 

Access and Visa cardholders caa uac onr fast 
ordering service quoting TNQ71. Orders 
received by December IQ. win be despatched 
in time for Christmas. Subject to availability. 
If you are not fully satisfied, return within. 
seven days For a full refund. 


charged: 
a cost of 


24-HOUR CREDIT-CARD ORDERLINE 
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Drink a pint of raw, unpasteurised milk a day and keep the dictatorial politicians — and their pointless proposals — at bay 


T he first Saturday of the new month 
is when this column is devoted to 
your letters. But you will forgive 
me if. this month, we instead look over 
the shoulder of Sir Julian Rose who is 
penning a letter to the Prime Minister. 

Mr Blair would be well advised to read 
it carefully, for Sir Julian is something of 
an activist, and the last time a member of 

a government failed to take notice of him. 

the minister got it full in the Dace. 

It is to do with the sale of raw, 
unpasteurised milk. The Government 
thinks this should be banned. Why it has 
come to this conclusion is undear In the 
four years since 1992, there were 218 cases 
of food poisoning (none fatal) which 
could be traced to raw milk. Even so, this 
might seem a substantial number, until 
you compare it with the number of cases 
linked to drinking pasteurised milk, 
which was 265. You do not have to work 
for Ladbroke s tu dedde which is the 
safer her. 

it is ten years since the previous 
gm emment set out to ban the sale of raw. 
“green top" milk. Mr Rose took the 
opportunity at the Hyde Park Food and 


Sour taste of Government stances 


Farming celebration of that year to 
present publicly the then minister. John 
McGregor, with a glass of his raw, 
wholesome product. Like the devil shun¬ 
ning garlic, Mr McGregor did not allow 
a drop past his lips and retired embar¬ 
rassed. Julian Rose, on the other hand, 
made his point and withdrew happy. like 
the cat who had got die (raw) cream. 

If raw milk is presumed so dangerous, 
it is perhaps worth examining the 
presumably subversive farmers who 
produce it Mr Rose's family have been 
selling raw milk from their organic herd 
for 50 years with never an incident of 
poisoning. He has just been awarded the 
Soil Association’s prize for the Best Dairy 
Product for his unpasteurised cream. He 
is hardly a Borgia. 

There are 500 other farmers like him : 
mostly small family concerns which 
struggle to cater for a specialist market 
against a tide of regulation and crushing 


competition from 
price-cutting super¬ 
markets. Ml the raw 
mQk producers are 

regularly inspected, 
and required to per¬ 
form to higher stan¬ 
dards than those 
where pasteurisation 
takes place. Despite 
this, the committed 
producers struggle 
on to meet a small 
demand. 

The case far drink¬ 
ing raw milk, as PAUL 

explained to me by ■ 

Mr Rose, is this: "It is whole, untreated 
and fresh. We believe that pasteurisation 
has negative effects on milk. There is 
certainly a loss of IQ per cent of vitamins 
BI, B6. and BIZ and a 25 per cent loss of 
vitamin C. And there has been research 


DOWN TO EARTH 


RAUL HEINEY 


which suggests there 
is an upset to the 
proteins which 
might be linked to 
the development of 
heart disease. Also, 
raw milk Is 'alive* 
and has a natural 
resistance to invad¬ 
ing microbes.” Add 
to this die fact that 
because it is pro¬ 
duced on a small 
scale and is usually 
on someone’s door- 
P1NPY seep within 12 hours 

of minding, unlike 
pasteurised milk which can be days old. 
a ban on its sale seems hardly justified. 

But the real point is that nobody is 
forced, to drink it Ir is not bong passed 
off as anything else. The law requires 
that the bottle must dearly state “Raw 


Unpasteurised Milk”. If you think it 
tastes better, is better for you, and that 
because of the smaller scale on which it is 
produced you believe die cows have 
probably led better lives than, in more 
intensive systems, then enjoy it. If you 
think it is filthy stuff, loaded with 
microbes, shun it. But please let us.not 
allow 'governments to dictate what we 
can ana cannot put in our mouths. Next, 
-they will be telling us what can and 
cannot come out of them. 

I cannot buy raw milk where I live, 
but would happily drink it providing 
I knew the farmers and could look 
them and their cows in the eye and dedde 
if I trusted them. This is how mast raw 
milk is sold: directly by honest rounds¬ 
men/ farmers to loyal, contented-custom¬ 
ers. My bet would be that most of die 
incidents of poisoning from both raw and 
pasteurised milk would be from kitchen 


misuse, the cat licking it or a tit dipping a 
soiled beak into a bottle. • 

Those of us who hoped that the age of 
pointless government were ova 1 are 
saddened. My only suggestion to the raw 
milk producers is that they play Ihe new 
Government at its own game. The law 
states that the bottles must cany the 
words, "May contain organisms harmful 
to your health” If this reminds you of the 
wording on a cigarette packet, you see 
which way my mind is working. Raw 
milk producers probably cant afford to 
sponsor Formula One, but they should 
put a few bob behind the local banger- 
races, or something else noisy, danger¬ 
ous and polluting. There is, it seems, no 
better route to rehabilitation. 

Pbstsdpn In the few days since this 
proposed ban was drawn to my atten¬ 
tion, two people have told me they drank 
little else when children and it is the 
finest stuff. If you agree, or disagree. Mr 
Jeff Rooker is the Food Minister, and 
letters sent to him might be of more value 
t han ones addressed here. This matter is 
urgent Like milk, new governments can 
go off very quickly. 


, Readers' letters are welcome on countryside matters, of aff lands. Ad HefrTey. V/eekmd, life Tm^i 
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Feeding rime- to‘ease their workload, the Ellises have reduced their herd to 20 cattle 
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Picture postcard; Cheriton Farmhouse, with thatched roof, dates from the 14th century 

Farming out 
the family home 

T ^: spring The Ellises, facing retirement 

SST^iSy-S from their farm in Devon and an 
uncertain future, talk to Rohan Daft 


T he day this spring 
when the BMW being 
driven by the nun 
from the Duchy of 
Cornwall inund its way up ihe 
dark. dtvp-M.1 runnel of a lane 
that ic;wIn lu Cheriton Farm, 
ihe LIliv.^ thought they might 
haw finnul a solution. The 
Prince • *1 Wales, they were 
told, had taken a personal 
interest ir iliem and maybe, 
just maync. something cdulil 
lx 1 dune to help. 

Tlie LIIlm* - John. 79. his 
brother Cyril. 7ti. and their 
sister Doris. SI — have lived at 
the farm near Honitun in 
Deu>n all their lives. They 
were bum there none has ever 
married, and, save for the four 
years Cvril spent in Tunisia, 
Italy aiid Austria during the 
last’ war. they have neither 
been separated nor travelled 
outside the farm's immediate 
vicinity. 

C\ rii did see London once at 


the end of the war. and John 
travelled to Dagenham in 1946 
“to rhe Ford’s motor works, to 
see the tractors being made”, 
but that is about ir. The family 
uud Cheriton Farm — ac¬ 
quired by their father in 1911 - 
nave been their entire lives. 

The Prince’s interest stem¬ 
med from an article about die 
Ellises which appeared in 
Country Living magazine. A 
local journalist had visited the 
family and asked them about 
their imminent retirement and 
the future of the farm — 100 
acres of traditionally fanned 
pasture and spinney with a 
splendid array of wild flowers. 
There are no children to rake it 
over, and the Ellises were keen 


that it did not fall — like so 
many other small local farms 
— into the hands of a large- 
scale fanner who would rip 
out the hedgerows and turn it 
into one vast field. 

Country Living started a 
campaign to save the farm 
and, as well as the interest 
shown by Prince Charles, the 
Countryside Restoration Trust 
also paid u visit and expressed 
an interest in buying and 
preserving the farm. The 
Ellises felt quite hopefoL 

The man from the Duchy 
told them thar, should it buy 
the farm, they would be re¬ 
housed. That, says John, the 
more forthright of the broth¬ 
ers, was “very kind, very 


ON THE SPOT: BRENT TOR 


Rural recommendations 
The place: tlie church of St Michael. Brent 
Tur Devon. 

The view: a stunning panorama with 
Dartmoor to the east, Cornwall to the west 
and Plymouth Sound to the south. On a clear 
dav you can see the Exmoor hills. 
Aficionados: hikers and visitors 
Historical interest: this 13th-century church 
perches on a tor 1.100ft above sea level. 
Although tlie walls of the church are only; 10ft 
high, they art* more than 3ft thick and built 
of vulcanic stone from the tor. 

OS ref: 471/S05 on sheet 201 

How to there: from Tavistock take the 

r uid 1 1 wards Lydford. 

Time tQ yisic services are held from May to . 
^-’Picmher. 

JJ'® nearby: market town of Tavistock, High 
-’urtand visitor Centre at Pnncetown. 
preitisimic settlements around Memvale. 

Deborah King 
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The Ellises at home John, left, Doris and Cyril in the kitchen of Cheriton Farm, near Honiton. Devon, which was bought by their father in 1911 


kind”. But, continues Cyril, a 
broader man with a shock of 
grey, wind-blown hair and an 
easy smile. “I don’t think these 
farms wfll be preserved”. 
Doris, slightly built and the 
quietest of the three, concurs 


JANE SPENCER 
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with a quiet "No". Talking to 
the Ellises can be rather like 
dealing with one person; 
sometimes they speak in uni¬ 
son as though they are being 
conducted and they never 
interupt each other. 

It has been some time, 
however, since they have 
heard anything from either 
the Duchy or the Trust. The 
latter is said to be still consid¬ 
ering the idea. but so far as the 
Ellises are concerned, they feel 
they are back at square one. 

We are sitting in the Ellises’ 
large kitchen. The heat is 
coming from an ancient Rae¬ 
burn and there is a row of caps 
cm the wall, and one of slippers 
on top of the large settle in the 
oomer. There are stone tiles on 
tiie ffoor and Victorian prints 
on the walls. The farmhouse 
itself is a picture postcard of 
red brick and thatch and dates 
from the 14th century. 

In an attempt to stave off the 
attentions of unwelcome buy¬ 
ers and. at the same time, to 
lessen their own workload, 
they’have recently sold almost 
half of their land to neigh¬ 
bours. They now have 56 acres 
and 20 cattle but, if the right 
buyer comes along, the 
chances are that those neigh¬ 


bours. under the instruction of 
the Ellises, would sell the land 
bade. It is a canny move. 

“This is some of the best, 
land in the country for grass 
land, arable land." says John, 
“But all the small farms have 
gone from around here." 

“It belonged to a family 
railed Flay years ago," contin¬ 
ues'CyriL “They came here in 

the 1300s. They . m 

were royalists. But 

fanning is difficult * All 

now." 

“When we were g-jv 

boys,” says John. 

"and when we Toy- 

started fanning, 1 - 

other boys would ho V p 

come and help us. iWVC 

But there's no one _ 

around to help aTO 

now." i 

Of course, child- llC 

ren of their own 
might have helped ’ 

but -neither of the b r oth er s 
regrets not having married. 
"No," they say, firmly, and in 
unison. The amount of. di¬ 
vorces. irs terrible,” says Cyr¬ 
il. “I never had any intention 
of gening married." says John. 

"One marriage around here 
lasted four ' months," adds 
CyriL “Around here there are 


‘All the 
small 
farms 
have gone 
around 
here’ 


veiy few happy marriages.” 
concludes John, a touch 
darkly. 

Tfror accent is slightly 
harder and a little mare hur¬ 
ried than the traditionally soft 
and soporific West Country 
burr. They are avid watchers 
of television and talk about 
volcanoes in Lanzarote. about 
haw terrible it is.when football 

__ - managers get 

sacked for losing 
the ' one or two games. 

and about the 
all - Spice Girts, whom 
Cyrp thinks are 
l"jc> “finished". For all 

* their lack of direct 

Jnnp «8Mact With the 

outside -world, 
_ j nothing much 

passes them by. 

, They are also 

“ charming and wel- 

■ coming and, with 

regard to- their 
Orae-warp farm, astonishingly 
practical and unsentimental 

It would be ideal says Jfohn, 
if someone bought the farm 
and preserved it as it is. But 
he continues, it would be. 
pretty much impossible for a 
new owdg - to enjoy a fairy-tale 
Good Lifestyle of existence. 
“The only person who- could 


preserve it is someone with a 
lot of money. Weve got a 
pension and that^s how we 
have managed to carry on. 
Our weekly pensions are more 
than what a lot of small farms 
make in a week. Fanning used 
tube a way of life, now irs a 
business ” 

For tiie time being, at feast, 
they intend to soldier on 
running what remains of the 
farm. “Well cany cm for a bit,” 
says John. “But you cant tell 
man day to day-. Things 
happen quick.” 

When the inevitable hap¬ 
pens and they can no longer 
manage, they surprisingly say 
that they can imagine living 
apart but, unsurprisingly, will 
not elaborate on the possibil¬ 
ity. Though they really do not 
want to leave Cheriton Farm, 
they realise that unless scone 
ant of solution is found; 
sooner of later they are going 
to have to, 

- “Around here, when we 
were boys," says John, “every¬ 
body dial arhome. Nowadays 
everybody gets put in an old 
people's home. Young people 
today won’t be plagued wtth 
old people. - 

“Old people don't. <fie .in 
their cottages any moty*. • 
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FEATHER report 


Take off for 
airport 
controls 


Screen debut for a high flyer 


?™IF R BRINGS black¬ 
headed gulls inland. Someof 

2jlf tretc [^ of fine grassland 

S?r^ l i OWever - toe Royal 
An- Force has various means 

off gulls, and other 
speaes such as lapwings and 
Ptover, because a bird 
jutting a low-flying jet on a 
timing mission can cause a 
lot of damage. 

Special vehicles equipped 
^vf? i*. ^speaker tour RAF 
Paying recordings of 

,. ^ 1 £^ s alarm and distress 
calls. The birds take them for 
duly alarmed and 
£2?*"?.’ 31x3 °y away. 
Shell-crackers, which are like 
large Guy Fawkes bangers, 
are sometimes fired. There is 
also a law that landfill sites, 
where the rubbish attracts 
gulls, cannot be located within 
eight miles of an RAF station. 
These measures seem to be 
pretty effective. 

The Israeli Air Force has a 
harder time. During the au¬ 
tumn migration, vast flocks of 
large birds, drawn from all 
over Europe and Asia, pass 
through the narrow' channel of 
Israeli air space on their way 
to southern Africa. 

I have just watched a spec¬ 
tacular video. Flying With The 
Birds, made by Benaya Bin- 
Nun for the Israeli Society for 
the Protection of Nature. It 
shows the hazards that jets 
have to face there, such as the 
140,000 lesser spotted eagles 
that fly past in the course of an 
autumn, and file white storks 
rising in their thousands on 
thermals, or warm upcurrents 
of air, then gliding on south, 
slowly dropping, fill they meet 
another thermal. 

The film also shows how 
well Israel has coped with 
saving both the aircraft and 
the birds. Ornithologists, 
sometimes flying among the 
birds in motorised gliders, 
have recorded the dates when 
different species normally fly 
by. the height at which they 
fly, their speed, and any other 
data that can enable file air 
force to plan its training. 
flights and avoid them. . 

On the ground they-use 


revolving screens, showing gi¬ 
gantic eyes and falcon silhou¬ 
ettes, that have proved to be 
efficient scarers. There were 
some serious accidents injur¬ 
ing pilots in the past, but these 
methods have transformed the 
situation. 

Meanwhile, back at the 
UK's avil airports, a steady 
vigil goes on. At London’s 
Heathrow, one of the busiest 
airports in the world, there is a 
two-man special vehicle, actu¬ 
ally called “Seagull", on patrol 
for 24 hours a day. The grass 
on the airport is kept eight 
inches high, which deters 
birds from settling, since they 
cannot look out for predators 
when they are deep in the 
grass. If any do attempt to 
land, the arrival of "Seagull'* is 
usually enough to frighten 
them off, but the vehicle alien 
has a tape-recording of dis¬ 
tress calls, and blank shells, 
which axe occasionally fired. 

THE CIVIL Aviation Author¬ 
ity told me that there have 
been only four bird “strikes" 
this year, none of then seri¬ 
ous. The bird species were not 
recorded, except for a flock of 
wood pigeons which hit a 
plane at Birmingham. 

The Israeli Air Fbrce takes 
the view that “the birds'were 
here before us so we must 
learn to live with them” That 
philosophy seems to be work¬ 
ing. fortunately, to the benefit 
of both bird and man. 

Derwent May 

• The video Flying With the Birds 
is available for US$10from the 
Israeli Omitholopiaii Centre. 
SPNI, Herd 155. Tel Aviv 68Mi 

tVO 97236826802,). 

• Feather Reports, a chronicle of 
ayeaTs bird life by Derwent May. 
based oh hisTiiaes articles and 
illustrated by Robin Jacques, is 
published by Robson BooJcs at 
£1295.' 

• What’s about: Birders—Watch 
for siskins in birdies and alders. 
Twiddlers—bufflehead at 
Hcveningham, Suffolk desert. 
Y/heatear at Hannqfore Point. 
Cornwall; canvasback at Welney, 
Norfolk. BirdlineOS91700222 
CaBsa/stdOparninuh: cheap 
rate. 50jp at other limes. 
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Gareth Haw Davies 
describes how one of 
the worlds largest 
and rarest eagles was 
trained for TV 


S tephen Ford had spent six 
weeks training Kali, a Philip¬ 
pine eagle, for a starring role 
in a BBC wildlife film and the 
moment had come to release her for 
her first free flight into the tropical 
rainforest. But there was one nagging 
doubt in his mind. Would she ever 
comeback? 

All his long experience in training 
raptors suggested that she would, 
drawn to the certain supply of food 
she associated with fair handler. Bui 
there was the small risk she might 
prefer the forest's ready supply of 
small monkeys, her natural food in 
the wild, and might never return. 

The reason for Mr Ford’s nerves 
was that Kali is one of the world's 
rarest birds of prey—there are just 19 
in captivity and perhaps a few 
hundred left in the wild. As the 
property of the Philippines Govern¬ 
ment, she was an important state 
asset. Her loss would have threat¬ 
ened the jobs of the Government 
employees who had helped him, 
embarrassed the BBC and compro¬ 
mised Mr Forth: reputation as a bird 
trainer of international standing. 

So he derided to make the inaugu¬ 
ral-flight — until then Kali had been 
tethered by a 50-yard line — in secret: 
“The locals were so terrified I would 
lose Kali that I took the precaution of 
hiding a small radio transmitter 
under her tail so we could have found 
her again in the forest. In the event, it 
wasn’t needed. She came back to me.” 

Kali flying fore through the forest 
provides the opening sequence of 
Wildlife Special: Eagle, narrated by 
David Attenborough (Wednesday, 
December 17). BBC cameraman 
Michael Richards knows he would 
never have been able to obtain such 
shots with a genuinely wild bird. 
“There is always foliage six feet in 
frantof you. All you can do is sit at the 
side of a valley and hope one comes 
flying by." 


M r Ford has been train¬ 
ing birds of prey since 
he was 12. He grew up 
in Devon, ana devel¬ 
oped his passion for raptors when his 
parents took him tn a pageant He left 
school for the unlikely dual calling of 
head falconer at a local raptor centre 
and professional stunt man. 

• He bought his first bird'of prey, a 
hawk! eagle, but of the £10 fee he 
earned for, falling off horses at 
medieval pageants.' With his wife 
Emma he set up the British School of 
Falconry. In 1992 the Fords moved 
1 their school into the Gleneagles Hotel 
ixi'Scotland, where they run courses 
and hunting trips for guests. 

Mr Ford's commission to train a 
Philippine eagle was one of his 
biggest challenges yet “It had never 
been done before to fiiis level. There 
was nobody's experience to go on.” 
When he arrived at the Centre for 
Philippine Raptors at Los Banks, 
south of Manila, even he was 
astonished by the bird’s size. It stands 
3ft tall, weighs 6Jkg and at 7ft has the 
largest wings of any eagle. 

For the first week he did nothing 
but pbseirve the two possible candi¬ 
dates in thdr cages. Eventually he 



Gulls are a hazard to flights aroond airports 



FILMING TIPS 
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Star bird: die magnificent Kali, one of only 19 Philippine eagles in captivity, with her trainer Stephen Ford 
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rejected one as too aggressive and 
territorial and chose Kali, trapping 
her in a large butterfly net 
His first target was to induce her to 
stand on his fist- (“These birds would 
rather bang upside down like de¬ 
mented chickens and bite large 
chunks out of you."] He had a sleeve 
made of quarter-inch reinforced 
leather from his wrist to his shoulder. 
But high in the mountains in 94 per 
cent humidity he found he could 
work for only 20 minutes at a time. So 


it was two weeks before he made his 
first contact with the bird and began 
to bring her under contra L When she 
finally landed on his fist, her talons 
felt like nails. Although they did nor 
pierce the leather, they left his hand 
severely bruised. 

A bird of prey is controlled through 
its stomach. At six and a half kilos 
Kali was contentedly, and lazily, 
overweight. Ford had to trim two 
kilos off her before she was in 
hunting shape, and hungry enough 


to need to take to the air. When she 
reached her optimum weight he let 
her fly on a long lead over a football 
field, where she showed undue 
interest in the stray dogs. 

As soon as Kali could fly free, and 
unencumbered with anything to re¬ 
mind viewers she was not totally 
wild, filming began. Over six days 
Mr Richards obtained his entire 
checklist of sequences, including 
unique shots of this species on the 
wing in the forest, and terrifying 


Take care snapping apes 

HOW DO you capture wildlife 
nn film? BBC cameraman 
Michael Richards has the 
answers. 

■ When photographing 
eagles, familiarise the bird iu 

the idea of the camera by 

placing a bottle with its bottom 
facing the nest during your 
absence. 

■ When filming gorillas, don’t 
look them in the eye — they see 
it as a threat 

■ Never film nesting birds in 
bad weather. If your presence 
keeps a mother bird from the 
nest the nestling may die of 
wet or cold. 

■ Loud dressing frightens 
wildlife. Wear warm and siJen: 
doth in g — preferably wool and 
corton. and nothing rustlv or 
plastic 

■ Develop the ability to 
remain silent and motionless, 
for hours — take a folding seat 
Wildlife subjects will come 
much closer iu you. 

■ Use a hide. Introduce it over 
a period of days; build it in 
stages or walk it in slowly 
towards the subjecL Watch 
from afar to make sure it is 
accepted. 

■ Bring a second person to the 
hide and have him or her walk 
away conspicuously. Most 
birds (except crows) can’t 
count and will assume the 
hide is empty. 

■ Most animals, including 
birds, can smell, so don't wear 
strong perfume or after-shave. 
Even the smell of a cigar 
smoked the night before can 
disturb a bird. 

■ Never annoy or aggravate 
your subject some, such as an 
elephant or black rhino, could 
foil you. 

■ Don’t disturb your subject 
for dramatic effect such as 
causing a flock of birds to fly. 

■ Learn to read the sounds of 
nature: they give dues to 
what's happening. For 
example, small birds may be 
agitated because a 
sparrowhawk is about 


approaches to the camera as if 
coming in for the kill. 

Kalfis now back in her cage. She is 
calmer and will be easier to handle in 
a captive breeding programme de¬ 
signed ro restore this severely deplet¬ 
ed bird to the wild. At seven years old 
she may have 50 years of life ahead of 
her. wuh considerable breeding po¬ 
tential. The tragedy is that so much of 
the forest habitat in which her 
reintroduced offspring would have 
been able to hunt has been destroyed. 


Deborah King offers hints to warm hedgehogs’ hearts and help them survive hibernation 
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H edgehogs might.heed your 
help as the cold weather doses 
in. During the next four 
months their body temperatures will 
drop below freezing and their hearts 

manage just five beats a minute as thqr 

hibernate. If they are hralthy and well 
fed, their chances of surviving the 
winrer are good, but with the hard 
ground caused by a dry summer, many 
could find the going tough- 
Anne Jenkins of the Bnnsb Hedge¬ 
hog Preservation Society says: “It was 
incredibly hot last Easter, reaching 
almost SO degrees. This encouraged 
them to emerge from hjernaaon ^id 
breed - but a few weeks later there 
were widespread frosts and many of 
the litters died.** Although Kari figun* 
are difficult to estimate, Ms Jenfons 
reckons there are nearly tym mflbon 
hedgehogs in Britain. “Anti 1 have littifi 
doubt their numbers have dropped 

dramatically." she says. _. 

The hedgehog's normal diet consists 
. 1 ..W and worms. But this summers 
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do wun owu» “r .t t _ 

Sustain them durmg hibernation foe 
-nimals should wafih at least500 

£*n . IW- 


hibernation have revealed a lack oi 
to help ttonisto 

HSgsggS 

nest." Hedgehogs can. paw 5 
ingly food. 


David Bellamy: piles up leaves 

the raw materials for the nest are as 

important as their food supply- 

Hedgehogs love overgrown areas, 
^Tithd? » top a 
raid! of grass in the garden to 
Sage worms and provide a natu- 

SSSwly-tovingarwsnr^r 

to the transparent ones from sumt 
markets, outside foe hou * 

protect foe food; cuffing a smanholem 
ff^eandplacmgito^foefo^ 

weighed down with a bnck is an 
effective way of stopping opportunistic 

feed d-^Ms 

Jerdrins suggests onetreac 
chicken c ^f c ^ ■ i^orhnfolashc 


Build up: hedgehogs need to increase their fiat stores for hibernation 


■ Hedgehogs have existed for 15 
million years. 

■ The average litter size is six. 

■ British variety is known as 
Erinaceus europaeus. 

■ There are more than a dozen 
other varieties in foe world. 

■ Mongolian hedgehogs have 

long ears. . 

■ A minimum weight of 50Qg is 
necessary to survive foe winter. 

■ Average lifespan is three to 
four years. 

■ There are aboot 500 rescue 
centres in Britain. 
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9 HEDGEHO 

G FOOD 1 

MEASURE half a 
following and bint 
tablespoon of pear 

■ dried fruit (feudi 
sultanas, currants] 

■ dried insects 

■ chopped peanul 

■ a mixture of bra 
muesli and digesti 

cup of the 
lwitha 
utofl: 
as raisins, 

ts • 

in flakes, 
ve biscuits. 


To Your Good Health! 

Drinker’s Guide only £7.99 inc p&p 

D r Thomas Stuttaford is well 
known as 77n? Times medical 
columnist, with more than a 
million readers turning to him daily for 
advice on foe latest medical matters. In 
this book he sets oui a balanced new 
on drinking and health. The key 
message is that, taken in moderation, 
alcohol is good for you. Taken ro excess 
ft can be disastrous. 

Dr Stuttaford proceeds through 
history to foe latest research and 
draws on many case studies. VVhai 
emerges is fascinating. Alcohol, he 
argues, helps ro prevent strokes, 
lessens foe likelihood of laie-onset 
diabetes, acts as an anti-oxidant and 
improves the sperm count. It even 
has a beneficial effect on foe imellecf. 
especially amongst the elderly. 

Orders must be received by 
December 12.1997 to guarantee 

delivery before Christmas. •- 


THE TIMES DR THOMAS STUTTAFORD BOOK ORDER FORM 





helps other animals. It can be easily dis- ■ Average lifespan is three to 

idem cruised under soil and plants, where four years, 

s food ■ hedgehogs can find it. ■ There are about 500 rescue 

is an Hedgehog? will eat almost any- centres in Britain. 

mistic thing—including pasta and tinned cat [__ 

food. Mavis Rigfiinl who runs a . . . . . . .. .. 

i? Ms hedgehog rescue centre in Bromley, bran flakes, dried insects (available 

y love Kent, says many of her 32 animals are from most pet shops/ and diop^d 

in old particularly fond of chicken-flavoured nuts. The benefits areiwo-fold. for fov 

i also' rat food. remains can be finished off by foe birds 

plastic Ms Jenkins, however, has a recipe to the next morning, 
esina delight even foe most discerning • British Hedgehog Preservation Society 

efrora hedgehog: a mixture of dried fruit, (O1S848Q02S7). 

-avi vrv3C B j vv-^ m i.i mu cnnc n ' wish- irom me usa ^smuggler lrm in foe London WiX 

y - j- ^- y t ogum. .muuimg ermsmg me 


Mi/Mre/Ms/Mes-—— 


Address--- 


____Postcode - 

Pfea&j mo_ccj>ec of Dr ThcmvK Stutfalc/cf s nock 

at £7.95 each fmd pip) I encioso a cteoue/POlsl made 
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Why I 
want to 
many you 


HASHlMAWB 


I n February. I. a Roman 
Catholic of sons, am 
gening married to an 
Anglican of sons. Her 
father candidly admits that 
some of her Ulster forebears 
will be turning in their graves, 
but my future in-laws are 
welcoming me with open 
arms, even if the price is 
forking out for champagne 
and nibbles for a family that 
comes in batches of ten. and 
submitting to a thoroughly 
Papist do. But how does the 
Catholic Church view “mixed" 
marriages? And what cart it 
offer uTthe way of preparation 
for an institution that can 
seem depressing!) - jaded io 
couples who are not necessar¬ 
ily innocence personified? 

As everybody knows, the 
Catholic Church takes a 
strong line on marriage and 
emphasises its indissolubility. 
But in recent years it has had 
to face up to the fact that 
almost the same proportion of 
marriages conducted under its 
auspices are failing, as in 
society as a whole. 

One of the ways it increas¬ 
ingly seeks to tackle this 
problem is through insisting 
that couples intending to mar¬ 
ry in an RC church attend one 
of its pre-nuptial preparation 
courses. These are replacing 
the old system, where couples 
would have a few preparatory' 
sessions with the priest booked 
to tie their knot. 

The disadvantages of the 
earlier approach, chiefly the 
Fact that a celibate clergyman 
was u priori not going to be a 
great practitioner of what he 
preached, are removed by the 
courses being conducted by 
fully trained (and married) lay 
couples. The course we were 
signed up to. behind Wesr- 


Johnny Acton, a 

Catholic, and his 
Anglican fiancee 
attend a novel 
pre-nuptial course 


minster Cathedral and there¬ 
fore near the epicentre of Eng¬ 
lish Catholicism, promised to 
be a good gauge of the new 
system. 

" Our first impression of the 
gathering of about 30 fian- 
ce(e)s was thar the whole affair 
was rather “couply". Every¬ 
where people were cooing and 
holding hands. The net effect 
was a friendly and curiously 
chaste atmosphere, enhanced 
by Rosie and Martyn. who 
were conducting proceedings. 
It ivas a great comfort to the 
"mixed" couples {who account 
for two-thirds of those attend¬ 
ing the Westminster courses) 
rofind that she was a commit¬ 
ted Catholic and he was equal¬ 
ly committed to the C of E. 

Presiding over the “week¬ 
end" (Friday evening and Sat¬ 
urday afternoon) was Father 
Tim Dean. He was on hand to 
give spiritual and bureau¬ 
cratic advice (marriage in¬ 
volves a fair amount of paper¬ 
work). and to close the ses¬ 
sions with readings from the 
New Testament — his inter¬ 
pretation of Jesus changing 
water into wine ar the mar¬ 
riage at Cana as proof of the 
Church’s duty to provide prac¬ 
tical help at a wedding was 
particularly well received. Al¬ 
though there was relatively 
little mention of God, everyone 
seemed to be approaching 



their marriages in a suitably 
serious manner. When 1 asked 
the course leaders what they 
believed the weekend was for. 
they - gave different but comple¬ 
mentary emphases. 


F ur Rosie and Martyn if 
was "a chance to re¬ 
flect about the serious 
step you are taking" 
and to tackle the three Cs: 
‘'communication, conflict reso¬ 
lution and commitment". 
Father Tim. as befits his job. 
summed it up thus: "What we 
are trying to do is get people to 
answer the question: Why are 
we getting married in church 
rather than somewhere else?" 


The format for the weekend 
turned out to be introductions 
to an exercise, followed by the 
couples dispersing to carry it 
out. followed by whole group 
discussions. Tire exercises took 
two main forms. The first 
centred around a magic pen. 
which conferred cm the part¬ 
ner holding it the exclusive 
right to talk until it was 
handed over. 

This device ensured both 
partners had an extended 
crack at talking and listening, 
while an important topic was 
covered that might otherwise 
be avoided. 

The second exercise in¬ 
volved both partners Riling in 


a questionnaire in which they 
ticked the column that applied 
to them, and tried to guess 
how their other half would 
respond to the same question. 
This was an enjoyable way of 
checking the understanding 
within the partnership and 
revealing how each viewed the 
other. 

On the whole, we came out 
like Darby and Joan, although 
there were anxious moments 
when radically different react¬ 
ions emerged to statements 
like “I think the housework 
and shopping should be joint 
tasks", or when notes were 
compared on the subject of 
sexuality. I had seriously mis¬ 


judged my partner's attitude 
towards my underwear. 

We emerged exhausted by 
the emotional charge of it all, 
but full of gratitude for having 
been made to bare our souls 
on important matters. There 
was a sense that most of the 
important topics had been 
covered (children, money, sex, 
division of labour), and we 
had certainly got more or an 
idea of what would be neces¬ 
sary’ to make our union work. 

The Catholic' Church de¬ 
serves great credit for 
organising it even if I am now 
committed to doing half the 
washing-up until death us do 
part. 


O liver James's recent book 
Britain on the Couch tells a 
depressing story. Quite sim¬ 
ply, we have become more depressed. 
Twenty-five-year-olds today are be¬ 
tween three and ten times more likely 
than their parents ro have suffered 
some fonn of depressive illness. We 
have become, in his phrase, a “low 
serotonin society”, serotonin being 
the chemical register in the brain of 
general states of well-being. 

Depressive illness requires serious 
medical attention. James's book, 
though, raises a larger question. Can 
there be, he asks, something within 
our culture that has given rise to this 
sudden increase? Admittedly, it will 
not explain individual cases, only 
trends. But the question is real and 
has a long history. Just as there can 
be a physically unhealthy society, so 
there can be a psychologically un¬ 
healthy one. 

James argues that part of the 
blame lies with the chaos of intimate 
relationships and the breakdown of 
the stable, two-parent family. No less 
important, though, are the kinds of 


Banish the blues and give 
thanks for what you have 


emotions favoured by a com- 7 " “jjjT “ ~ 

mercial, competitive society, mm ^ 

"Advanced capitalism,” he ■ 1.1 S 

says bluntly, "makes money 

out of misery and dissatisfao- ' ' •' - --— 

tion." 

Paraded daily before us on TOM ATH A M 
our television screens and 1 XX/\iN 

newspapers are images of SACHS 

perfection, people who are ______^__ 

more beautiful or thin or 

dever or attractive than we will ever like this at all. ft is not a matter of 
be. Ours is a culture of artificially opposing capitalism and all its 
created longings. We are invited to works. 

resolve the tension by buying this, or It has made possible much of what 
wearing that, or going there. Unhap- makes life more dignified for more 
piness is good for business. It just people than ever before. Economic 



happens to be bad for people. 


growth and technical progress have 


At this stage, the religious believer allowed us to treat disease, conquer 

wants to protest that it need not be absolute poverty, and extend the 


possibilities of travel and 
communication. 

The average supermarket 
shopper today has a range of 
choice that, a century ago, 
would have been beyond the 
reach of kings. There is 
nothing wrong in celebrating 
the achievements of advanced 
societies. 

But there is one spiritual 
discipline religion once gave us and 
that we still need. It is the simple act 
of saying "thank you" to God. There 
are prayers in which we ask God for 
the things we do not have. But there 
are others in which we simply thank 
God for the things we have: family, 
friends, life itself with its counter¬ 
point of pleasure and pain, the sheer 


exaltation of knowing that we are 
here. Gratitude, the acknowledge¬ 
ment that what we haw is a gift, is 
one of the most profound religious 
emotions. It is to the mind what 
serotonin is to the brain. 

To thank God is to know that I do 
not have less because my neighbour 
has more, I am not less worthwhile 
because someone else is more suc¬ 
cessful. Through prayer, I know that 
I am valued for what I am. I learn to 
cherish what I have, rather titan be 
diminished by what I have not. A 
third-century rabbi. Ben Zoma, put it 
simply. "Who is rich?" he asked. Not 
one who has much, but "one who 
rejoices in what he has". 

There is no single route to happi¬ 
ness. just as there is no single cure for 
depression. But the daily discipline of 
thanking God for what we are and 
what we enjoy is the most ancient 
form of what is today called "cogni¬ 
tive therapy". Making a blessing over 
life is the best way of turning life into 
a blessing. 

• Jonathan Sachs is the chief rabbi of the 
United Hebrew Congregations 
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Always anew; 

door to open 1 

Gledhill hears h 

^s*|j the Moderator of the j 
(g&jg ~Church of Scotland jj 


THE FIRST challenge fac¬ 
ing any pilgrim in search of 
the Crown Court Church of 
Scotland is to find h. The 
church stands in the heart 
of London’s theatre!and. 
but even St Nini an. trawl- 
ling to Whithorn to build 

Scotland’s first stone church 
in 397, would surely have 
been daunted by this 
particular one-way system. 

The Church of Scotland is 
spiritually independent, 
being a national church 
which is both endowed and 
free, and Crown Court, as it 
is known, is the longest 
established Presbyterian 
church south of the border. 

Ever)' year, the general 
assembly of the Church of 
Scotland elects a new Mod¬ 
erator, the highest honour 
that can be bestowed on a 
minister, -and this year it 
was the turn of the Right 
Rev Sandy McDonald. In 
rank and precedence, the 
Moderator' comes next to 
the Lord Chancellor, and 
before the Prime Minister. 

During St AndrewVtide, 
it is the tradition for the 
Moderator to visit London 
for an official tour, meeting 
the Prime Minister, the 
Lord Mayor of London, the 
Lord Chancellor and visit¬ 
ing the Houses of Parlia¬ 
ment. a s well as going to 
Borderline, the church’s 
London centre for homeless 
Scots. We were at Crown 
Court which takes its name 
both hum its site and hum 
the Union of Crowns in 
1603, to hear him preach. 

The church, which has a 
congregation of 300-plus, 
filled to capacity during the 
organ voluntary, worship¬ 
pers including tiny children 
and the elderly. After some 
hymns, two lessons and an 
anthem, the Moderator ad¬ 
dressed us. He acknowl¬ 
edged ihe important mis¬ 
sion of this church in 
London: “The church offers 
an open door, not just to 
Scots but to all kinds of 
people who find themselves 
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coming to the heart of 
London. To see the Fortune 
Theatre on one side and 
Drury Lane can the other 
reminds me that the church 
needs to be involved with 
people at every level of 
experience and in every' 
circumstance in which they 
find themselves." 

He spoke on the symbol¬ 
ism of doors, which can be 
barriers or openings to new 
life. “Despair may reach us 
if we get to the point where 
we fed From the depths of 
our being that there are no 
new doors to open in life." 
he said. "Bui I feel there is 
not a day that passes but a 
new door opens." 

He spoke also of the 
virtue of being able to be 
flexible about personal 
opinion: “If you can’t 
change your mind, you are 
like stagnant water and 
remember, stagnant water 
breeds all kinds of danger¬ 
ous diseases and troubles." 

Britain is commemorat¬ 
ing tiie anniversary of St 
Columba, who died in 597 
and who evangelised Scot¬ 
land from Iona, along with 
St Augustine, win landed 
on the shores of Kent in the 
same year. The -church's 
font is said 10 be carved 
From the last marble ever 
quarried on Iona. 

m The Church of Scotland. 
Crown Court. London WCZB 
5EZ (0171*836 AM* 
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The Right Rev Sandy McDonald, the new Moderator 
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Church services for tomorrow 


T he shocking death of Diana. Princess 
of Wales was a tragedy that shook 
tiie world. This anthology collects 
the most significant essays, tributes, 
speeches and poems — often poignant and 
lyrical — published internationally. The 
spontaneous recollections of dose family, 
friends and ordinary people whose lives 
had been touched by the Princess, and the 
considered observations of historians and 
novelists provide many of the eloquent 
words in this remarkable testimony to Ihe 
People's Princess. 

Included are reports of the outpouring 
of grief which found expression in the 
placing of flowers and candles and 
through messages wrinen in books of 
condolence. 

Available 10 Times readers for £1299. 

E 2 off the overprice, plus free postage. 

All royalties will be paid to Great 
Ormond Street Hospital Children's 
Charily, of which Princess Diana 
was President. 


Diana. rwN.^LrWAus 1961-1997* E* 
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The second Sunday of Advent 
ARMAGH CATHEDRAL: 10 HQ II Ch 
E, Darke in F. Rev W J Dawson; 3.15 Ch E. 
BELFAST CATHEDRAL- 10 HQ 11 S 
Euch: 3 JO Ch E, Noble in B minor. 
BIRMINGHAM CATHEDRAL 9 MP; 

9.15 HQ 11 Ch Euch. 4 Ch E. Watson in E: 
5 JO Asian Christians' Service. 
BLACKBURN CATHEDRAL S HQ 9.15 
Ch M: 1030 Euch. Missa Brevis (Pale¬ 
strina); 4 Ch E. Canon HaU. 

BRECON CATHEDRALS. II Euch.The 
Brecon Mass (Philip Moore); 330 E. 
BRISTOL CATHEDRAL 7.40 M; 8 HC 
10 Ch Euch. Canon J Simpson; 330 Ch E. 
Second Service (Ldghronl. 
CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL 8 HQ 
9.30 M; 11S Euch. Mass Tor 5 voices (Byrd): 
3 l 15 E; 630 Sermon & Compline. 
CARLISLE CATHEDRAL 7.45 M: 8 HQ 
1030 S Euch; 3 E. Dyson in F. 
CHELMSFORD CATHEDRAL 730 
MP; 8 HC: 930 Euch & Parade; IU5 S 
Euch; 3 Willow Tree Carol Service: 6 Ch E. 
CHESTER CATHEDRAL 10 Family 
Euch: 1130 M; Jubilate in E flat minor 
(Howells): 330 E; 630 ES, The Dean. 
CHJCHESTER CATHEDRAL 8 HC; 10 
M. Harris in A' II S Euch: 530 E. 
CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL 
Dublin: U S Euch. Mass in G (Schubert]: 
330 Ch E. 

CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL Ox¬ 
ford: 8 HQ 10 M & Sermon. Canon 
O'Donovan: 11.15 S Euch; 6 E. 

CORK CATHEDRAL 8 Euch: 11.15 S 
Euch, Collegium Regale (Howells). Very 
Rev R Jeffrev: 7 ChE. 

COVENTRY CATHEDRAL 7.40 MP. 8 
C; 1030 Euch. Stanford in C & F; 5 Ch E. 
DERBY CATHEDRAL 8 HC; 10.45 S 
Euch. French Mass (Shepherd): 3 The 
Chris tingle Service; 6 Ch E 

DURHAM CATHEDRAL 8 HQ 10 M. 
Stanford in B flat: 11.15 HC. Canon 5 
Pedley; 330 E, Second Sendee (Gibbons). 
ELY CATHEDRAL 8.15 HQ 1030 S 
Euch. Missa Solemn is (Mozart); 3.45 E. 
EXETER CATHEDRAL 8 HQ 9.45 S 
Euch. Canon D Ison; 11.15 M; 3 E, 
Collegium Regale (Wood): 630 ES. 
GLOUCESTER CATHEDRAL 8 HC: 

10.15 Euch: 12-15 HQ 3 E, Wood in F. 
GUILDFORD CATHEDRAL 8 HQ 9.45 
S Euch; 1130 M: 4 British Airways Carol 
Service: 630 E. Sumsion in G. 
HEREFORD CATHEDRAL 8 HQ 10 
Euch; H30 M. Jackson in G; 330 E. 
LEICESTER CATHEDRAL 8 HQ 10 M: 
1030 Euch; 4 Ch E. Murrill in E. 
LICHFIELD CATHEDRAL 8 HQ 1030 
S Euch,' 330 E. Huntfrey in E minor. 


LINCOLN CATHEDRAL 7.45 Litany; S 
HQ 930 S Euch; 11.15 M; 1230 HQ 3.45 E. 
Stanford in Q 530 Carols in the Nave. 
LIVERPOOL CATHEDRAL 8 MP & 
HQ 10.30 Euch; 3 Ch E. 4 HC 
LLANDAFF CATHEDRAL 8 .9 HC; 11S 
Euch. Jackson in G; 12.15 HG 330,6 E. 
MANCHESTER CATHEDRAL 8.45 M; 
9 Euch; 1030 S Euch; 2 St John Ambulance 
Carol Service; 630 E: 8 Lighting of the tree 
at St Anne'S Hospice. 

NEWCASTLE CATHEDRAL 730 M: S 
HC: 930 S Euch. Canon 1 Bennett; 6 Ch E. 
NEWPORT CATHEDRAL 8 HC IOJO 
Family Euch; 630 Ch E, Dvson in F. 
NORWICH CATHEDRAL 730 MP: S. 

9.15 HC; 1030 S Euch; 330 E, Gloucester 
Service (Howells}; 7 School Carol Service. 
PETERBOROUGH CATHEDRAL 9.30 
M: 1030 Euch. Canon P Woodward; 330 
E, The Fourth Sendee (Batten). 
PORTSMOUTH CATHEDRAL 8 HQ 
930C;US Euch, Missa Brevis (Berkeley): 
630 E. Archdeacon of Portsmouth. 
ROCHESTER CATH EDRAL 8 HQ 9.45 
M. Ferguson in Q 1030 S Euch; 3.15 E. 
SALISBURY CATHEDRAL S HQ [0 
Euch; 1130 M, Harris in A. Canon P 
Roberts; 3 E. 

SHEFFIELD CATHEDRAL 8 HQ 10 
MP: 1030 S Euch; 630 E & Sermon. 
SOUTHWARK CATHEDRAL 9 Euch: 
II Ch Euch: 3 Ch E, Sumsion in G. 
SOUTHWELL MINSTER: 7.45 Litany: 8 
HQ 930 Q 11 M; 3.15 Christingle Service; 
430 E: 5.45 Compline. 

TRURO CATHEDRAL 8 HQ 9 M; 10 S 
Euch. Messe SolenneDe (Vieme); 3 St John 
Ambulance Service; 6 E. 

WAKEFIELD CATHEDRAL 8 HQ 9.15 
G 11 Solemn Euch, Jackson in G; 4 E. 
WELLS CATHEDRAL 8 HQ 9.45 S 

Euch; 1130 M;3E. Bairsiow in D. Rev J H 

Parfid; 6 Carol Service. 

WESTMINSTER ABBEY: 8 HQ 10 M: 

11.15 Euch; 3 E. Purcell in G minor, 5.45 
Recital by Maria Vocalis; 630 ES. 
WESTMINSTER CATHEDRAL 7, 8 . 9 
Mass: 1030 Solemn Mass: 12 Mass; 2-45 
Organ Redial; 330 Solemn V, Magnificat 
octavi font (Victoria); 530,7 Mass. 
WINCHESTER CATHEDRAL 10 M; 

11.15 S Euch; 330 E, Hurd Sendee (Byrd). 
YORK MINSTER:730M; 8,8.45 HQ 10 
S Euch; Missa Brevis (Leighton}: 1130 S 
Euch; 2 Sr John Ambulance Carol Service: 
4 E; 730 Festival Concert 

ST ALBAN’S CATHEDRAL Hertford¬ 
shire; 8 HQ 9.30 Euch; II Mr 12.15 HQ 3 JO 
Christingle Service; 630 E. 

ST ASAPH CATHEDRAL Clwyd: 8 HC; 
11 Ch Euch. Rev K Goubione; 330 Ch E. 


ST DAVIDS CATHEDRAL 8 HQ 930 
Cymun Bendigakk 11-15 Ch M, Noble in B 
minor; 6 Ch E, The Dean. 

ST GEORGE’S CATHEDRAL South¬ 
wards, 10 LM; 1130 Solemn Mass; Mass 
for 4 voices (Byrd); 6 LM. 

ST GILES' CATHEDRAL Edinburgh; 8 
MS; 10 HQ Mass in G minor (Vaughan 
Williams); IfJO MS ;6 Organ Bean};3 ES. 
ST MACHAR'S CATHEDRAL OM 
Aberdeen: II MS, Rev R Frazer; 6 HQ 
ST MARY'S CATHEDRAL Edinburgh: 
8 Euch; 1030 S Euch; 330 Ch EjSexri toni 
(Victoria); 630 Sung Compline. . 

ST MARY’S CATHEDRAL Glasgow: 
830 Euch; 10 S Euch: 12 HQ 630 Ch E. 
ST PATRICK’S CATHEDRAL Dublin: 
830 Euch; 11.15 S Euch, 5 part Mass (Byrd); 

3.15 Ch E. Rev D Williams. 

ST PAUL'S CATHEDRAL S HQ 8.45M; 
11S Euch. Missa Brevis (Palestrina); 3.15 E, 
Gray in F minor. Rev P King. 

RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CATHE¬ 
DRAL SW7; 1030 Divine Liturgy. Kievan 
and traditional polophony. Met Anthony. 
ALL SAINTS, W|: 8 LM; 1030 MP: 11 
HM; 5.15 LM; 6 E & B. 

ALL SOULS. Wl: 8 C 930,1130 MP. Rev 
T Rice: 630 Carol Service. 

THE ASSUMPTION. Wfc'll MS. Missa 
Brevis (Seiber). 

CHELSEA OLD CHURCH. SW3: 8 HQ 
10 Children's Service; IIC, Rev P Elvy; 6 E. 
Rev D Bean. 

FARM STTREET. Wl: 8.9.30 LM: 11 HM; 
1230 LM: 4.15 Mass: 6.15 LM. 

HOLY TRINITY BROMPTON, SW7: 9 
HQ 11 MS. 5,730 Informal Service. 

THE ORATORY. SW7:7. 8 ,9,10, II Mass. 
Missa Dixit Joseph (Lassus); 1230 Mass: 
3.30 V a B: 430.7 Mass. 

ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH 
W 8 ; H Holy Mass. Archbishop Y Gizirian. 
WESLEY'S CHAPEL EC2: II MS & HC 
for Bible Su nday . Rev Dr L Griffiths. 

WESTMINSTER CENTRAL HALL 
(Methodist): 11 HC 630 Evening Praise- 
Rev Dr P Graves. 

ST ANNE AND ST AGNES (Lutheran). 
Gresham St, EC2: II Ch Euch, Rev P D 
Schmiege 2 Swahili HQ 7 Luther’s 
German Mass. 

ST BARTHOLOMEW THE GREAT. 
EC].- 9 HC 11 Ch Euch. Missa Bell’ 
amfitrir altera (Lassus). The Rector. 630 
Advent music & readings. 

ST BRIDE’S. EC4: I! Ch M & Euch, 
Robinson in C Canon J Oates; 630 Ch £ 
Handd^ Messiah. 

ST CLEMENT DANES, WC2. !1 Ch 
Euch, Missa Aetema Christi Mtmera 
(Palestrina). Rev D Mackenzie. 


ST COLUMBA’S CHURCH OF SCOT¬ 
LAND. SWI: 11. Rev J H Mclndoe; 630 
Rev W A Cairns. 

ST ETHELDREDA'S. EClr U Sung 
Mass. Missa Trahe me post te (Victoria). 
ST GEORGE’S, W|; 830 HC U S Each, 
Missa Brevis (Berkeley). 

ST JAMES’S. Gariickhythe, EC4:1Q30.S 
Euch. St James' Choir. Rev J RauL . . 
ST JAMES’S. W2:1030 S Euch, Mass far 

4 voices (Byrd), Rev B Wilson; 6 Ch 

ST JAMES’S, Wl: 830 HQ 11S Euch.Rev 
M Robbins; 5.45 EP. 

ST JOHN'S, EI5: II HC Prelude* Fbgue 
in E minor (Bach): 630 EP. 

ST LUKE’S, SW3: 8 HQ 1030 S Euch,. 
Adoramus te (Palestrina): 12J5 HG 630 E, 
Rev C KevilFDavies. . 

ST MARK'S. NWI: g HQ 9.45 Family GII 

5 Euch, Rev T Devonshire-Jones. . 

ST MARGARETS. SWI: li S Euch & 
Baptism. Missa aetema Christie mimera 
(Piuestrina). Canon D Gray. 

ST MARTI N-( NTH E-FIELDS. WC2: S 
HQ 9.45 Euch; 1130 Visitors’ Service: 2.45 
Chinese Service in the crypt 3 Salvation 
Anny Carol Service: 530 Blessing of the 
cnb in Trafalgar Square; 6.30 ES. 

ST MARY ABBOTS CHURCH. W8 ; r 8 
HQ 930 Euch, Fr M Fuller; 11.15 ChM.Fr 
F Gelli; 1230 HQ 6JO E. • ••■/' 

ST MARTS. SWI: 9.10 LM: 11 HM.M*SS 
for 4 voices (Byrd); 6 Solemn E & B; 7 LM. 
ST MARY-THE-VIRGTN. NW3L- S HC 
1030 Euch, Short Service (Batten); 6 EP. 

ST MARYLEBONE, NWI: 8 HG 11 Cb 
Euch, Missa Brevis (Palestrina); 630 
Heali ng Se rvice. Rev j CaJdwefl. 

ST PETER'S. SWI; 3.15 HC; JO Ennfly 
Euch; 11 S Euch, Missa Canotiica 
(Brahms), Fr D B TiDyer. 

SiJAPEL ROYAL of ST PETER AD 
VINCULA. HM Tower of London: 9.15 
HQ IIM & Sermon, Rev P RC Abram; 7 
Residents Informal Service. . . 

CHAPEL ROYAL Si James's Palace 830 
H C-11.15 S Euch. Darke in E. Canon L F 
Webber. 

GROSYENOR CHAPEL South Attdky 
St. Wl: li s Euch. Missa O magnum 
mysterium (Victoria), Bishop of Iceland. 
QUEEN’S CHAPEL OF THE SAVOY. 
WC2: II s Euch, The Chaplain. 

GRAYS INN CHAPEL WCl: li’.IS.S 
Euch. 

TEMPLE CHURCH, EC4: 830 
HG U .15 MP, Stanford in C, The Mas» - 
GUARDS CHAPEL Wellington. Bar-: 
racks, SWI; U Ch HC. StraviiSqr Mass. 
Band erf tiie Blues and Royals. 

ALLEGE CHAPEL 
SEIQ: H s Euch. C^sdotini. Rev R Nunpn. 
















WEEKEND * SATURDAY DECEMBER 61997 


feature • 21 


The latest reaction of the nanny state to forbid the sale of beef on the bone should be.resisted by all sensible citizens, says Gerald Long 


S uccessive British governments care 
nothing for symbols: otherwise 
they would not have destroyed one 
of the great institutions that for centuries 
has symbolised the attachment of the 
English, in particular, to solid good 
quality and simple good living: the Roast 
Beef of Old England. 

In the 18th century it was already an 
article of faith. Hogarth’s famous carica¬ 
ture of the Calais Gate shows a great 
piece of beef destined for local English 
consumption being carried past pop-eyed 
Frenchmen, thin as rakes. In the mid- 
19th rentury.- Thackeray Invited his 
readers to imagine 100.000 Frenchmen 
fed on soup, turnips, carrots, onions and 
cheese fighting the same number of 
Englishmen who had just dined off beef. 

The mishandling of the BSE crisis 
from the beginning had already under¬ 
mined this culinary confidence: the 
Government order that all beef must be 
boned has given it the coup de grdce. The 
reaction among our European partners 
will inevitably be that the British have 
once again taken leave of their senses. 
They have watched in disbelief as we 
were first told not to eat soft-boiled eggs 


Making a meal out of marrowbone 


or mayonnaise, then as we alternately 
published every scare story about the 
dangers of beef-eating while proclaiming 
insistently that British beef was not only 
the best in the world but also the safest. 

I heard a Government spokesman say 
this week that die boning order would 
increase confidence in British beet If he 
believes that, he will believe anything. 

It seems to me that the sensible course 
throughout this whole miserable affair 
would have been to publish the various 
so-called expert reports, which often con¬ 
tradict one another, soberly and without 
undue emphasis, and let us deride what 
we eat. 

But now tiie nanny state has followed 
its convictions and mid us that it knows 
what is good for us. 

This goes too far. people are not so 
stupid nor so easily led as their political 
masters believe. I hope for a nationwide 
bone rebellion to demonstrate the good 
sense and robust energy of die British. 


and especially the 
English, and to dis¬ 
pel the irresolute, 
limp-wristed impres¬ 
sion presented to the 
nation and the world 
by politicians who 
regard leading-reins 
as the instrument to 
guide Britain to a 
new dawn. 

It was a relief to 
hear the Smithfield 
porters say they had 
been given no in¬ 
structions and would 
continue to deliver 
meat on the bone: if ft 
had to be boned, let the butchers bone it. I 
suppose it is too much to hope that the 
butchers will provide beef on the bone to 
those who ask for it But what do they 
risk by so doing? Are we to have boning 
squads, flying filleters making the 



Rare sight: beef on the bone 


UNP 

rounds of butchers’ 
shops? Whal penal¬ 
ties will be applied to 
bone dealers? Will 
Simpson's-Ln-the 
Strand and the Savoy 
Grill tamely give up 
tiie spectacular rib- 
roasts that have 
made their reput¬ 
ation? Tf (he boning 
order is ignored for 
the nonsense it is. the 
Government will 
shrink before the 
draconian measures 
that would be needed 
to enforce it. 

There was an extremely nervous 
reactionjn France at foe time of die first 
BSE scare and beef consumption 
dropped. This despite there bring very 
little BSE reported in France and its 
policy of slaughtering the whole herd in 


which cases occurred. There were reports 
in the press that calf's head, the favourite 
dish of President Chirac would be 
tanned, along with oxtail, lamb's brains, 
sweetbreads and offal generally. The 
price of calves’ liver, regarded as a 

precious food for invalids and-children, 
plummeted. I must confess I was 
depressed by these reports. But within a 
fortnight calfs head was back on 
restaurant menus, together with ail the 
other reputedly dangerous foods. 

There is a difference between Govern¬ 
ment advice on a healthy diet and the 
first step on the road to. control of our 
shopping, our kitchens, our dinner- 
plates. It is true that red meat is not the 
healthiest food and it may well be that 
the vegetarians are right morally and 
practically, but these are maiters about 
which we must all be allowed to make up 
our own minds. 

We did not have to wait for the latest 
“expert" report to know that there are 


dangers in grills and roasts. Harold 
McGee, in his monumental work On 
Food and Cooking, writes: "... the 
browning reactions that make tried and 
roasted food so appealing also generate 

compounds that have mutagenic and 

carcinogenic activity”- Meats grilled over 
charcoal are reported jo be especially 
dangerous in this regard, but the reports 
have not as far as 1 know, caused the 
Americans to give up their barbecues. 

Y ou might think it matters little 
whether beef is boned or not, bin 
in fact the absence or presence of 
bone has an important effect on cooking. 
Boned beef, usually tied up and thus 
compacted, loses the juices that come 
from die bone and add flavour: it takes 
longer to cook and has a tendency to diy 
out. 

According to Henry Thoreau, "it is life 
near the bone where it is sweetest". 
Europe is waiting to see whether the 
British will give up this sweetness simply 
at the behest of a minister, or whether we 
will rally to the support of that roast meat 
which is universally acknowledged to be 
the glory of our cuisine. 


TIMHEULIN 


Oh my, it must be an ormer 



Strictly Legal; Rohan Daft (second left) finds an ormer in Jersey. Catches are usually kept for the fisherman and his family. The ormer is protectedby rigorous laws stipulating how and when it can be fished 


Rohan Daft follows 
the trail of ultra-rare 
shellfish from the 
Jersey shores to 
London’s Chinatown 


J ersey, the must southerly and 
largest of the Channel Islands, 
and rightly renowned for its 
new potatoes, milk, cream and 
easy, tax-free living, is also the home 
ul the ormer. This mysterious, car- 
shaped shellfish, a smaller cousin of 
the iibaltmc. is extremely rare and 
utterly delicious. It is also protected 
by rigorous laws saying how and 
when it can be fished, and is a source 
of much pride among the islanders. 

By the time the precious shellfish 
reach the restaurants of London’s 
Chinatown, hating passed through a 
cloak-and-dagger' world of anony- 
muus telephone tip-offs, speedboat 
chases, new moons, coded asides in 
hurhourside bars and large amounts 
of hard cash, they also represent 
perhaps the strangest contraband 
that is slipping past Customs and 
Excise and on to the mainland. 

To find an ormer is not easy. 
T raditionally and legally, they are the 
prey of low-water fishermen, for the 
nutst |Kiri local amateurs whu pluck 
them from the rocks at low ride. This 
practice is still known locally as 
"going down the tide", and finding a 
dozen or so of the things in one go 
would, tu most, be deemed a triumph 
and a more than ample “feed'*. 

Come the March and September 
equinoxes and the lowesr tides, a 
flotilla of small boats will set out for 
the then exposed Minquiers, the 
massive reef that lies ten miles south 
of the island. For any Jerseyman with 
a taste for ormers the Minquiers is a 
place of legend. The catches can be 
memorable. 

“I had 322 there once.” remembers 
Guinea Chunning. 76. a bluff old 
fisherman who l met in a pub by the 
French Harbour. For a low-water 
fisherman that would still be an 
extraordinary haul. But for the other 
Onner gatherers, the illegal ones, it is 
tun. as Mr Chunning whispered ro 
me over a sticky little table studded 
with pints of lager and a shots of 
whisky. 

I made my way. studying every 
restaurant menu’ 1 saw. to the 
fish market on Bercsford Street. The 
demand fur nmiers is not itr,medi¬ 
ately itbvKvus in Jersey because most 
W-w.uer fishermen keen liieir 
audios lor themselves or give them ro 
IricmMtoiul family. Because of tliis. 


they rarely reach the restaurants and 
fish markets. But the demand is there 
and it is strong. 

“If someone has had a good day 
low-water fishing and they’ve got SO 
ormers that they want to sell. Ill take 
them," one fishmonger said. "If 
they're at least the legal size [a 
minimum of 3m across at the longest 
point — a good ormer is 4in-5in 
across] I pay £1.25 and I sell them for 
£1.75. If l put them on sale at Sam 
they’re gone hy 9am. 

"It’s very rare that I get offered 
them, though. The thriving market is 
the black one. Lost Christmas, one 
guy I know made himself £15.000 
selling ormers. Obviously, he didn’t 
catch them all in one go. He had them 
in his freezer and come the word, he 
emptied them out. They went to 
London, to the Chinese." 

The taxi driver who took me from 
the airport to St Helier had suggested 
with a wink that l visit In Folie Inn. 

by the Old Harbour, if I _ 

wanted to find out a 
little more about 
ormers. Perhaps it was 
the gateway to China¬ 
town. With lino on the 
floor and Formica on 
the bar. The Foiie. as it 
is known locally, is 
used by fishermen and 
Friday lunchtime is a 
busy time. They were a 
surprisingly friendly, if 
slightly wary, bunch. 

I bought a round of 
drinks and sat down. 

One. Sieve, told me the 
basic rules for catching 
ormers. "There’S got to 
be an R in the month 
and you can! use 
breathing apparatus." 

Another. Alan, gave me a tip about 
cooking them: "Never take the black 
off. That's pure iodine." 

And then, eventually, to the cha¬ 
grin of a number of die others and 
accompanied by a low groan of "Oh 
God. don’t id! him lhar. one whose 
name I did not get told me he would 
put me in touch with a "diver" 

"It’S £18 ro £20 a dozen they cost. 
That’s top. The biggest blade market 
is the Chinese in London. They pass 
them off as abaiones-" I hurriedly 
jotted my hotel number down on a 
scrap of paper and handed it over. 
But. perhaps because they; were 
unsure of my reason for inquiring, no 
one called. 

The way the "divers" go about 
setting their urmers is. unsurprising¬ 
ly. by diving for them with face 
masks and breathing apparatus. For 
more information I sought out Simon 
Bossy of the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Fisheries in St Helier. Lhe man 
whuse-job it is to apprehend the 


divers. “Legislation against diving 
was introduced 35 years ago," he 
said. And the fact that illegal divers 
now face £50,000 fines and the 
confiscation of their boats gives some 
idea of the real value of the ormer 
market 

“The first regulations came in soon 
after diving became a popular sport 
The public wanted the legislation to 
protea the ormers. They take four 
years to grow to the minimum she of 
three inches at which they can be 
legally caught Very few people go 
law-water fishing and sell them. They 
eat them or give them to relatives. It’s 
a family thing." 

Legislation did not work because to 
be prosecuted successfully divers had 
to be caught in the act of actually 
diving: mere possession was not an 
offence. So. in 1995. the law* regarding 
the fishing for and possession of 
ormers changed again. 

"We made it legal." Mr Bossy said. 



HOW ORMERS CLIMB IN VALUE 


Pickers sell them in Jersey 
for £1.70 each 


Sold to middleman 
for £230 each 

Sold to restaurant 
for £3JF0 each 

Sold to customer 
for £7.50 each 


Prices for single 
ormers on black market 


"to be in possession of ormers only at 
certain times of the year. These times 
relate to the moral.’ 1 

As wonderfully surreal as this 
sounds, would-be ormerers are now 
greeted on the beaches of Jersey with 
posters that clearly lay down the 
rules. No ormers may be gathered 
between May and August. And 
during the season "fishing may only 
take place on the first day of cadi new 
or foil moon and the three following 
days". 

F urthermore, with regard to 
the possession of ormers, “It 
is now an offence either to 
possess fresh ormers or ex¬ 
port ormers at any time other titan 
between September 1 and April 30 
and then on die first day of each full 
or new moon and die five following 
days." 

• The term "fresh" does not include 
frozen, cured or otherwise preserved, 
so those low-water fishermen wish¬ 


ing to freeze down a “feed "to be eaten 
out of season may still do so. 

To prosecute the divers successful¬ 
ly, Mr Bossy and his men must catch 
them in possession of ormers and 
diving equipment, or in the act of 
exporting them during the dose 
season. It is not easy. 

"We have a 35ft patrol boat and 
high-speed rigid inf] a tables that can 
do 40 knots," said Mr Bossy. "There 
is no limit io die fines and that is an 
escalating situation. Japanese and 
oriental people in London are very 
keen to get them. The market has 
increased in the past ten years." 

However, there is little room for 
outsiders to break into iL The 
islanders — and even though some 
simply deny that "diving" exists, I got 
the impression that most people with 
even half an interest in focal matters 
know who the perpetrators are—will 
not tolerate iL 

Jersey swears, its allegiance to the 
Crown, not any British 
government, and the 
best traditions of 
Whisky Galon are 
very much alive on the 
island. 

This attitude also 
serves to ensure that 
the illegal gathering of 
ormers is pretty much 
self-regulating. The 
divers will not over-fish 
them because they ob¬ 
viously do not want to 
ruin a lucrative sideline 
and. equally obviously, 
they will not let anyone 
else do so either. So if 
the locals see any out¬ 
siders —who tend to be 
French — diving for 
ormers. Mr Bossy is 
likely to be tipped off. "We had an 
incident four weeks ago." he said. 
“We got a phone call saying a boat 12 
miles south was acting suspiciously. 
We were there in 45 minutes but the 
other boat aborted its operation and 
went off at high speed. It was doing 
45 knots and we could only do 40 
knots. 

"Generally in these' situations 
people dump their ormers over the 
side because they obviously don’t 
want to be caught with them. Bui we * 
have caught people with hundreds of . 
them before now." 

Not me. though. It would have 
taken me a good wad of cash and 
rather more than a weekend on 
Jersey to have got 'hold of a few 
hundred of the things. I did not leave 
empty-handed, however. 

For this f must thank David 
Dodge, a super-keen and completely 
legal omerer who runs the island’s : 
Vienna Bakery, and also his friends 
from the Old Smuggler Inn in the 



village of Ouaisne. The low tide of 
November 15 saw us — half a dozen 
reasonably sane men — splashing 
around in the water. It was I3CI was 
fully clothed and wet up to my waist 
others were dressed in stores and 
one, Pete, was dressed in a wetsuit 
(minus face mask and breathing 
apparatus, of course), and kept 
throwing himself undo-the water. 

This. I was told, was not an 
unusual Jersey scene. And I was also 
told that due to the fact that the tide 
was not particularly tow. and the 
barometer was not too high, we 
would be lucky if we found, any 
ormers at alL 

Thankfully, in . the end, ftte got 
four of them. After a couple of hoots 
in the water, we retired to'the pub 
where, soaking wet and minus shoes 
and socks. I tried the ormers raw and 
then sliced very thinly and fried with 
butter and garlic over an open fire 
(which at the same time was drying 
my socks, incidentally). 

Firm, fresh and meaty, the ormers 
were delicious. Butnotasdetidous as 
they were for lunch the next day. 

By then they had been braised in 
veal stock for 18 hours and came with 
mash and good bread to mop up the 
gravy. They were fantastic firm in 
texture and incredibly rich- The 
flavour was truffle-like in its intensity 
and there was a sGgfrr tang of the sea 
but, . in reality, they tasted like 
nothing else. 

Last week, bade in London and . 
with my. new-found taste for. ormers 
now' well developed, f thought I 
would drop into the New Hoo Wah 
restaurant in Gerrard Street, in the 
heart of Chinatown, for hmch. 

Yes. they had abatone. They were 

frozen and they came with either Sea 
Cucumber. Fish’s Lips. Green Vege¬ 
tables, or Chinese Mushrooms. They 
cost £15 fa- two —save for the lobster, 
the most expensive items on the 
menu. I ate them with Green Vegeta¬ 
bles and an oyster mushroom sauce. 
They looked just like the ormers 1 had 
eaten in Jersey- but were smaller. 
However, they were also delicious. 

I asked Mr Chan, the restaurant's 
manager, where. he got them. 
Through Sun Wah, a wholesaler, he 
said. Sun Wah got them from Josey 
and Spain. They were very popular, 
he went on. with Chinese and 
Japanese people. 

1 told him I knew [hat and asked if 
he knew anything about the'blade 
marker for Jersey ormers. 'This 1 
don’t know about," be answered 
quickly — and finally. 

• Rohan Daft flew to Jersey with BA 
and stayed at TheRctae Hotel. 

Kensington Place, St Helier. Jersey 

JE23RA(0lS3t6Umi 

Jersev Tourism. 38 Dover Street. 

London WIX Jfip jgg?-jg? 5273} _ 



Enjoying abaiones at the New Hoo Wah restaurant 
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THE VELVET NORFOLK HAT 

£23.95 * • J Ideal Christmas Presents! 

Pto£ 2 psp ^'ii'^. TEe very best velvet ha* Wn ^ 10 imlte this 

lassie winter hat. The wide brim offers protection 
^° m weat ^ er but still allows the hat to be 
for naveL Warm and wonder- 

^ p&p. Colours Chocolate Brown, 
R^by Red, Bottle Green and Black. 

MF^JL 017137^8998 

Norfolk Has, Unit 7, The Talma Centre, 

eB agJeyslane t LondtxiSW62BW. 

foe 0171 371 7011 



1 For NEW colour brochure 
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Made In Entfand 
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CHANGE YOUR 
MAN FOR 
CHRISTMAS! ! 

EQEJ3532 



^'S SATIN WONDERBREFS* 
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.■C&50 EACH 


SAVE £16 


Oes^wd to enbam the male phyaepe 
.. b as rortmun « s*> soft wsyote THottr 
i for laBUMus nsriort. NotWng can brat 0* 
; value ol Bus SPS3AL WTWBJUCTOm OFFSO 

* WEfitMBWTSytNniBERUrSAISRB 
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J 10 ORDffi BY POST: Make chequeSPO's faptle 

la KlNN. Sate We npmd SnuSMedum- 
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COMPASSES & 
:e=SSr ALTIMETERS Q, 

Our impressive range of 40 
Ped om eter s aBcwf you to choose d>e ^ 

right model for your needs. If you ^KLggjMgsK 

Jog, Walk, Run, Cyde or you would just _ 

Bte to know hbw far you hare wafted the 

dog, you can measure the distance travelled.* _ • IIQaHF 

Lightweight and compact. fftli 

Precision Hade Instruments guaranteed BaSSf 
for reM^ and accuracy. M igff W 

Wa also hsve a Targe seiecoon of Map Measurers, Compass**. 
Magn&n. Stop Wfaedhes. WMspeed and Ran fnefleators, Bmoaihrs 
etc. aB svafeble u cxceflsnc prices. FRS COLOUR BROCHURE 
de spa tched by return. Phis detaBs of our FRS dothiog offer. 

_WRITE FAX OR PHONE FOR 

Tbe fdt rmtge id ow FREE cetoo- brodm of qonftjr pnam jeantocats 

PEDOMETERS INTERNATIONAL LTD (TXM* ■ 
■ i3n 4 James Watt Close, Drayton FtoWs, 
Davontry. Northants NN11.5RJ 
Td 01327 706030 Fax 01327 871633 
__. htttx/Twww. pedometers, co. uk 


HOT WHEAT-a-BOTTLE 

Alternative hot water bottle 

■Takes 2 minutes to prepare ■ Lasts for 
years ■ Soothes aches ApeJns for home /" ^ 

Use as a water bottle or far pan reUef. Helps with 

Arthritis, Rhmsnafism, stiff joints. Heat In microwave ySVvr« «Lr ~~7 
tor 2 mins to activate pure wheat grains that retain It 

heat (or hours. Vwy Safe. No bating water. Itae ft ^—""m 
anytime. Soft and supple to mould to your body. 

Money refund guarantee, 24 hoia despatch. New range of novety shaped 
kittens, puppies 6 Xmas sacks aspecfeBy for CMdren. Ideal Christmas gifts 
from grandparents. 

AULordy £9.95 each plus £2 P8P (order two or more PAP FREE). 
Smndefimqua, PO, Visa, Ma ster ca rd No. to: 

U. Promotions. Dept T2. FREe>OST OEA1893, HARROGATE, GH2 7m. 
ORDER LINE 24Hr0800 7317487 (Quote re#T2) 
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ANTIQUE DESKS 

Large Stocks of old desks. Oak, Mahogany. 
Walnut, Victorian, Edwardian, Rolltop, Cylinder, 
Partner’s, Dickens and Pedestal Desks. 

Free delivery within mainland UK. 

DON SPENCER ANTIQUES 
WARWICK 

(01926)499857 - (01926) 407989 

Mobile 0836 52S7SS 
www-enHqiie dejelr co.nb 

OLD DESKS PURCHASED 

3SA Market Place, Warwick. (Beneath Vintage Antique Centre) 
www.aDtlqBe-dcskLra.iik 




• As Essential as your lipstick 

Tba&*9wa V mmxV^tn£cmdkluH**£3 bUi.]!tM » ■■■!■ <f f »«.fllfa»«ift 

W fi— bnvc. On if pa*** hr wqr oeeadoa. 
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NEW CUSHIONS MATTRESSES M.VTTRESS 

For chairs^suites. Made to measure OVERLAYS 

bench seating clc. any size and to A separate 2 in. deep 
Uncovered or with vour individual layer for instant relief 
our own fitted covers. ' comfort- on u too hard bed. 

■ EVERYTHING DELIVERED SAFELY TO YOUR DOOR. (Fax: 0113 274 8102) 

^ PHONE 0113 274 8100 

coupon for colour brochure, mvasunni; guide and direct prices. 


Please send stamp for colour brochure or phone. 
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THE DUFFLECOAT COMPANY 

Order Now For Christmas Delivery! 

• The finest EngSsh 
dufflccoats made 
byGtovet^ atour 
H :.-\n supob price of 
_ ( ^£l49J5-phu£4 
[ p&p. Has is the 
classic and un¬ 
changed design, 
made to last and 
keep you warm 
year after year. 
Available in 
Cardinal Red, 
Navy Blue Confer 
Green, Camel, 
Charcoal Grey, and 
TeaL Ladies sizes 
10-24,Men3rto 
48". 7 day des- 
pafch. Call for M 
cdoor brochure. 

0171 610 9050 
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DOES YOUR SIZE efi 
POTENCY MATTER? 
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Our many tent mw gab prove 
exceflent results wkhfc tWffltS 
ter NON a nxm jax fB££ tqan 


Send 2 x Ik stamps do 
D ash PubBshuix (D^sCW), 
Freepost. PO Box 22 Ptymstocfc, 
PtyroouduFU 2BR 



..Posurode... 

FOAM FOR COMFORT , Dept T2, 
Unit Two, Wyther Lane Industrial Estate, 
Wyther Lane, Kirkstall. Leeds LS5 3BT. 


TRADmONAL 
CLOTHES AIRER 



! 30% OFF! 


U6torrvmade.' 
any see. 

any shape. Tablesde 
protects your pafcdied table agaret 
heat and stake. Can be reversed for 
use as a writing sreface. 

Dekvery 7-10 days. Whte or phone 
for detail and sample. 
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N^rov^yonr FRENCH 
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NEW WINTER WARM Protection from the USA 
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But. can an expert tell the diff erence? 


me (toy Hoe 
Telephone 017B83 53218 
Fir 017883 5381 1 
or write for your free colour brochure 
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The White House. Appk&r tn Waanoriand. 
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ROOKX MOUNTAIN 'OONVERTI^ 

LOGGERS CAP 

The worst of winter's snow wind and ice are no 
match for our super warm and snug ‘convertible' 
Logger's Cap. It’s guaranteed to beat the 
harshest of weather conditions. The cap features 
a stylish peak and is double thick when ‘cuffed 
up! For extra protection it quickly converts to 
cover ears, nose, chin a nd neck when die weather 
really starts to bite. Made in the U.S.A. our cap is 
100% acrylic, fully machine washable and comes 

in a choice of 4 colours:-_ ^g=?v 

Grey, Black, Tan and 

Navy Blue. One size fits |5^9 

all. At just £7.95 + £2.05 

p&p it’s a real snip, at! 

£6.95 each + £2.05 p&p 

for two, or more it's a . < 

“give-away”. 

For enquiries relating to tfais offer please phone 01195 429999. 


2-Hit' CREDIT C' \RD hotlim: 

01795 4755551B 


ORDER 

TWO OR MORE 

FOR ft ✓'.95 

«w£6 

each + £2.05 p&p 


Hk Logger Ops wcannkbietbrllK price ffifedxc 
US West Sbbs. Fneofaso. Kw ME l J 7JB. 
CAROL WR|<;ht GIFTS, (Oepc. MifiTTCC), 
Ew» Howe, CMaa Rod, DotpHn PXrk. In LU 
EBHE.Skttn0axrae.KesSME163H8. jgj 
•POST NO RISK COUPON TODAY— — 


I -POST NO RISK COUPON TODAY— ■ 
I To:CAROt WRIGHT GIFTS, DepL M0CTICC. I 

| Esro Kmsc. Cream Rud, Dofphxi Park, | 

■ Bara Ltok Ea, Saf ug b uom e. KENT MEI03HR. ! 
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<lCTt Total 

Loggers Cap £10,00 _ 

2 Cops _ £E5.95 _ 

f 3Cap5 £22,90 

Tick Colours) □ Grey □stack DTan □ Navy Blue 
Pleaa: t«k preferred method of payment rpi 

Cl Access Q n Visa CSS □ Switch b£] 

□ Cbajuc 

I Card No: (Payable to Carol Wright Gifts! 


^ ^ Switch 

tap. Date Issue No. _SigiBiare. 
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EADER OFFER 

U from Home & Comfort 


We spotted this coinfy,. 

(footstool on the health 

channel screened in .our 

_ _ ' local doctor’s surgery arid.. 

^ * C w^r Jt felt that it would be really 
' L 1 JJff . \ beneficial to many readers 

/ /fffJUl of this newspaper Our 

buyer came up trumps and 

✓*t we are delighted tribe able 

/ Only ^ h> offer readers ai reaDy 

\ +p&p J ' feet and legs on the deeply . 

upholstered cushion opid 
^ ri>ckaway the.strainsr^the 

.. , . ' . day. The specially shaped 

rocking frame has been designed to achieve maximum comfort and is particularly 
benefidal to offerers ^swoflra ankles and general leg,ankle and foot problems. ? 

\Jfe know that your home will be enhanced by this beautifully crafted solid wood 
finish piece of furniture with it's delightfully attractive Gobelin tapestry covet '■ 

So go on. take our advice and give your legs and feet a real treat by ordering 
today. We promise that you can’t put a foot wrong. If you don’t agree wm refand 
the purchase price; p ■■■■ ■■■ — ■ ■ — — . ■ • ~ 

Send Cheques/RO.’s to I (Dept & COMFWn;'!' 

RdcUiib Footstool Qifet .fS sari me ’ ^ SIT - • 
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Mexican waves that send you reeling 
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Off the Baja 
peninsula, 
Mark Herbert 
is hooked on 
fishing for 
marlin 


I t is a long, difficult 
journey from Britain to 
Mexico's Baja peninsula 
and not many people 
make it. Once in Los Angeles, 
however, the route to a con- 
■ necring flight is clearly 
signposted: you follow what 
looks like a convention of 
caber-tossers. They are on a 
pilgrimage to arguably the 
best fishing grounds in the 
world, and cake the pastime 
seriously enough to bring their 
own rods in plastic drainpipes. 

Mexico tried to sell Baja 
California, the 700-mile long 
peninsula dangling off North 
America's Pacific coast, to the 
United States for a snip after 
the countries made peace in 
1848. The Americans saw only 
mountains, poverty and 
deserts and declined. It proved 
an expensive mistake. 

A century later, a trickle of 
Hollywood types began flying 
to Cabo San Lucas, a cannery 
village at the land’s end, hired 
by ties of fabulous big-game 
fishing and the remoteness 
they craved. Today, the trickle 
is a flood and as you negotiate 
the bureaucratic purgatory of 
Los Angeles Airport, you won¬ 
der whether Unde Sam 
• should have shelled out the 
bucks all those years ago and 
recouped by cutting comers on 
immigration. 

Cabo San Lucas is the 
principal resort of the Mexi¬ 
can state of Baja California 
Sur. It might as well have been 
sold to the Americans. It is a 
brash, vibrant, ugly place that 
grows visibly with each dawn. 
The talk of the town is a new 
bar with lap dancers. There 
are beggars and touts on every 
corner selling timeshare. fish¬ 
ing. golf, whale-watching 
tours and sunset cruises. 

Visitors for whom none of 
these things are impurtant 
ptuvs through and head east for 
San Jose or La Paz. For the 
fishing fraternity, what hap¬ 
pens on land is secondary. The 
cool Pacific Ocean to the west 
and the warm Sea of Cortez to 
the east have combined to 
create a diverse broth or 
maritime life. At the top of the 
marine food chain are the 
great game fish: martin, 
swurdfish. tuna, shark and 
grouper: and above them are 
rtie men — and women — who 
come to hunt them. 

The prime target is marlin 
and the prime locution Buena 
Vista, a balmy village fringed 
by palms on the East Cape, 
dose to the southern tip of 
Baja California. Sixty miles 
south of La Paz lies the Buena 
Vista Resort a lush oasis laid 
in neat stuccoed terraces that 
breathes fish and fishermen, 
from the wTought-iron sculp¬ 
ture of leaping billfish in front 
of reception to the aquarium in 
the restaurant. 

Each day begins in the same 
way. At dawn, a mobile pon¬ 
toon is laid on the sea and 
ignitions spark in a score of 
boats. The skippers load 
cod boxes, drinks, tackle and. 



Mexico’s Baja peninsula has some of the best big-game fishing in the world, especially marlin, but nine out of ten are put back. Only trophy-si 2 e fish or those which have been deephooked are kept 


finally, their charges. Fisher¬ 
men on board, the boats 
radiate at full throttle to the 
open sea. 

At the foot of the social scale, 
boatwise, is the panga, a 22ft 
skiff with an outboard engine 
and a skipper status, and 
price, increase towards the 
cruisers. The fishing is good 
enough not to make a differ¬ 
ence, bur the hand-to-hand 
combat that comes with fight¬ 
ing big fish in a small boat 
adds to the anraction. 

M y first marlin 
was hooked just 
15 minutes from 
the shore. Juan, 
the skipper, spotted the trian¬ 
gular fin and great sickle tail 
of a basking fish and we fell 
into a routine that was to 
become familiar; throrrle back 
to edge the panga around the 
fish, cast a live mackerel 25 
yards into its path, then wait, 
heart pounding, with a wisp af 
line between your fingers. 

The tail beau once, 
decisively, and the marlin 
slides out of sight. The frantic 
movement of the bait is re¬ 
placed by a jolt, then the line 
peels off unsroppabty. You 
count ten breathless seconds 
and strike: jag the rod to set 
the hook, then watch the reel 
smoke as the fish dives. 

An hour later, the fish and 1 
wallowed exhausted against 
the side of the boat. It was a 
striped marlin of around 
1501b. Buena Vista's standard 
fare. Nine our of ten are put 
back. Only trophy-size fish or 
those deep-hooked are kept. I 
elected to release my catch. 

As Juan bent to release the 
hook it thrashed wildly 
against the hull. Its parting 
riposte was a Zorro-like slash 
to Juan's cheek with its bill 
before it dived for the deep. 



Mark and his dorado 

This was the first of several 
marlin. Two broke the line 
and several ignored the bait 
The second one I caught leapt 
and tai[walked its way to 
exhaustion within 20 minutes. 

The athleticism of these 
marine greyhounds is legend¬ 
ary. Onoe, as Juan prepared to 
cast to a basking fish. I 
bungled the steering and 
dropped the panga almost on 
top of the dozing fish. It dived, 
then erupted furiously 8ft into 
the air behind the stem. Ten 
huge leaps in as many seconds 
took it 100 yards from us and 
although we chased at full 
throttle, we were way behind 
when it gave up its private 


decathlon and slid out of sight. 

You wonder, then, whether 
to congratulate or commiser¬ 
ate with the holders of the 
resort record: three guys from 
Idaho who hooked their fish 
on Saturday and came back on 
Sunday after 22 hours spent 
being hauled in a 40-mile 
rircuirbya 9501b blue marlin. 

If fishing pales, the coast 
around the East Cape is 
delight of deserted shores 
rocky reefs and emerald wa¬ 
ters full of life, but you need a 
car or canoe to explore them. 
Better, and more accessible, 
beadies are found further 
north on the Pichtiingue pen¬ 
insula, die thumb of land that 
protects La Paz. The best is 
Playa BaJandra, a glorious 
half-mile shallow bowl ten 
miles from town. 

In spite of the town's grow¬ 
ing pains, the things that are 
good around Cabo San Lucas 
are still cheap. Food and drink 
cost little and its craft shops 
sell incredible silver, pewter, 
glass and leather. 

Finally, there is La Concha, 
the most romantic restaurant 
in the world. It sits halfway 
between Cabo San Lucas and 
San Jose. There are a couple of 
palm-thatched rondavels 
above a perfect tide pod where 
you can swim with brilliant 
coral fish, safe from the growl¬ 
ing waves rolling in from the 
Pacific. 

I celebrated my birthday 
with lobster, fish and shellfish, 
all straight from the sea. The 
air was still enough to hear a 
whale breathe at 100 yards. 
The restaurant watched en¬ 
tranced as a young humpback 
made its way along the coast 
throwing up curtains of white 
water as it leapt and cavorted. 
Nobody said a word as it 
ploughed towards the sunset 
No words were needed. 


■ Getting there Flights to Los Cabos 
International Airport (for Cabo San Lucas) 
operate via several US cities. Aero 
California also flies direct from Los Angeles 
to Lu Paz, Prices with Going Places (0541 
55533-0. for example, start at £507 return for 
flights between December 25-Mardi 31 

to Los Angeles and onwards to La Paz. 

British Airways (0345222110 dies 
direct to Mexico City. Onward flights to Los 
Cabos are with Mexican* or Aero 
Mexico. BA/Mexkana prices to Los Cabos 
start at CMS return until March 31. 

The Buena Vista Beach Resort (001619 
4251551) offers a five-day. four-night 
package prices start at $S15 (E4S8) in 
high season. Aprfl-July. The package 
includes two days'fishing on a panga. 

■ The Coma Club (01273 731144) 
organises sports holidays around La Paz. Six 
nights at the five-star La Concha Beach 
Resort on (he Pkhitaiguc peninsula, based 
on two sharing and including flights, 
transfers, two days’ fishing on a panga. and 



FISH FACTS 


an overnight slay at (he Wyndham Hold 
in Los Angeles, start at WOO (room only, 
excluding taxes). The Qub can arrange 
diving charters, tiveaboaid safaris, sailing 
craft hire and otter vratmpoits. 

■ Other lour operators with inclusive 
packages to Baja California include Latin 
American Travd (0171-630 0071% which 
has ID-dav tours of Baja, starting at EL600. 
Sunset Travd (017I-M8 9922) features 
Los Cabos-^prices start at £927 for seven 
nights, with Air France flights via Paris. 
Cathy Matos Mexican Tours (0171-367 3787) 


also operates to the region and fishing 
expeditions can be arranged locally. 

■ The fishing News: Tackle for marlin, 
dorado, twKterfisb. tuna and jacks needs to 
be robust — 301b or 501b dass boat rods 
with lever-drag multipliers. Shore fishing is 
extraordinarily good mo. with big-gam* 
spedes possible off some beaches. British- 
siyie beacbcasters are too flimsy; use 
nptide or light boat rods, heavy casting 
multipliers with 30ib fine, and live bait 
Spinning and fly fishing are also productive. 

■ When to ga It hardly ever rains 
between October and Aprib avoid August . 
when most of Genual America is on 
holiday. 

■ Further reading: The Lag from the 
Sea of Cortez, by John Steinbeck 
(Mandarin. £5.$k Cabo Handbook, by 
Joe Cummings (Moon. £9.95): The World 
Adas afgporrfisking. by Ken Schultz 
(Hamiyn) Mexico. (Londy Planet £12.95). 

■ For further information: Mexico 
Ministry ofTourism (0171-7341058). 


. Toin us on a cultural 
I passage through the 
I Russian heartland on a 
''celebration of Russian 
music, literature and art. 

We will journey along the 
mighty Volga, through the 
Odes of the Golden Ring ro 
the vast forested lands of 
Karelia, enjoying the 
timeless quality of the 
landscape. This special 
voyage will appeal to those 
who are looldng for a little 
more from their visit to 
Russia than is offered on a 
standard itinerary, 
concentrating on the 
undeniable wealth of music, 
literature and an which 
developed in 19th century 
Russia. 

Our voyage through 
Russia promises to be an 
enjoyable and enlightening 
experience. Travelling with 
us will be a Guest Lecturer 
who will be jomed'by local 
English speaking guides and 
experts along the way. Our 
"four Manager will oversee 
the daily programme. 
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A River Voyage of Music, Words and 
Pictures from Moscow to St Petersburg 
Aboard the First Class MS Krasin 


THE MS KRASIN 
This sleek modem river-cruise vessel 
was builr in Germany in 1989 and is 
under long term charter to an American 
based company. Unlike many ocher river 
vessels in Russia the 'Krasin' is only 
available to travellers in the UK and 
United States. English is the language 
used on board, thereby avoiding 
seemingly endless announcements in 
other languages. There is accommodation 
for up to 250 passengers and all cabins 
have outside views, shower and coikL 
The vessel was completely refurbished 
in 1995 with quality imported furnishings 
and the public rooms include lounges, 
bars and a splendid concert hall. 

THE ITINERARY 

Pay I London Garwick to Moscow 
with British Airways afternoon departure. 
Drive to the Krasin and embark 
Day 2 Moscow. Morning visit to the 
Kremlin including the Armoury 
Museum. In the afternoon visit the 
Pushkin Museum and town house in 
which Tolstoy lived from 1882-1909. 
Evening performance at the Bolshoi 
(subject to suitable performance} 

Day 3 Moscow. In the morning drive to 
Win for a visit to Tcduiknwlw's home. 
Afternoon visit to the Tretyakov Gaflerv. 
Sail in the late afternoon. 

Day 4 Ugllch. Morning cruising the 


13th to 24th May 1998 




Volga. Afternoon visit to Uglich. See the 
Church of 5t John and the Cathedral of 
the Resurrection. Tsarevich D mitr i, the 
last son of Ivan the Terrible was 
murdered here an event which formed 
the background to Pushkin's drama and 
Mussorgsky's opera Boris Godunov. 

Day 5 Kostroma. Before the Revolution 
Kostroma was a great centre of the arts 
3nd home to the Romanovs and 
Godunovs. Today it is one erf the 
loveliest dries ol the Golden Ring. See 
the historic centre' including the 
Ipatyevsky Monastery and mire to 
nearby Plyos a dtannri® Vofea town 
where Isaac Levitan, perhaps the best of 
all Volga landscape pain teis produced 
his besrworic Vfcar the gallery "before 
returning to Kbstroma. 

Day 6 Yarosfovi A city of cupolas and 
spies where aristocratic classicism 
blends with typical Russian mercantile 
colour creating a city of jpeat interest. 
Prince Andrei Bolkonsky from Ibfcroy’s 
'Wrr &e Bsace’ died here and this was 
abo the ate of-Rusaa-’s first National 
Theatre and first provincial newspaper: 


See the 17th century Church 
of Elijah the Prophet and 
explore its ancient streets. 

Day 7 Goritsy. Nearby is the 
imposing and fortress-like 
Kiriilo-Belozersky Monastery. 
Afternoon cruising 
Day 8 Kb h i. Spend the 
morning cruising on the vast 
lake of Onega. Here in the 
majestic Karelian countryside 
we will visir the tiny island of 
Kizhi famous for its 21 domed 
wooden church, which was 
erected without the aid of a 
single metal nail 
Day 9 Svir Stray. Today we 
will stop at a small setdement 
on the River Stray which links 
the two great lalws of Onega 
and Ladoga. It is a charming 
area of farms and forests and 
ideal for country walk. 

Day 10 St Petersburg. 
Morning city drive around St 
ftrretsbuig's aristocratic 
palaces and a visit to the 
Russian Museum which 
specialises in Russian art from 
the 18th century onwards. 
Afternoon visit to the Pushkin 
Palace. Evening performance 
at the Mariinsky Theatre 
(subject to suitable 
performance). 

Day IL St Petersburg. 

Morning visit to the 
incomparable Hermitage 
Museum. After lunch there 
*.111 be a tour of the 
Rimsky-Korsakov Museum. 

‘ Evening ballet performance at 
the restored Intimate theatre in the 
Winter fh fac e which was once the 
personal theatre of Catherine the Great 
Day 12 St Petersburg to London. 
Emission is being sought for a visit to 
the Brodsky Museum. Afternoon flight 
with British Airways to Gaiwfok. 

PRICES PER PERSON 
fo twin bedded 
cabin from £1495. 

Single cabin £1993. 

h S s L Ecoqom >' <***«* Ravel i| 
ngiivoboard the Kr®n on lufl board. IhoL 

SS?®"*? en °ancc fees, tickets for rfo 
Bobhot, Mariinsky and Hermitage thcarr^ 
f»n taxes, local guides, guesrsricaktt ^ 

UK departure tax. airport taxes 
N^tadugd: Travel insurance, tips * CWv . 

POR FURTHER DETAILS 

He** telephone 0171-409 0376 

(7 days a week during office houis) 
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Syria: Times archaeology correspondent Norman Hammond is awestruck by its ancient relics 




Country 
with a 


reputation 
in ruins 



O n my first night in 
Damascus I blew 
£100 on drinks and 
smokes ar the Para¬ 
dise Cafe. Lucidly the drinks 
were coffee — thick, sweet and 
laced with cardamom — the 
smoke was from a nargileh, a 
hubble-bubble pipe filled with 
tufa, an apple-scented tobacco, 
and the pounds were Syrian, 
at around 65 to the British 
pound. 

Men sat in pairs or in fours, 
playing backgammon or cards 
in the evening warmth, and 
over the hedge was the dark 
shadow of the ancient locomo¬ 
tive of the Hejaz Railway, 
which once ran from here to 
Medina until Lawrence of 
Arabia blew it up. 

I thought of Lawrence a 
couple of days later. We had 
explored Damascus in die 
footsteps of earlier travellers 
from the Great Mosque to the 
“Street Called Straight", 
where St Plaul found refuge in 
his blindness, and had driven 
south into the volcanic land¬ 
scape of the Jebel Druze 
towards Der’a. 

This is where he was cap¬ 
tured, though not recognised, 
by the Turks and had the 
unfortunate encounter with 
the bey dramatised in The 
Seven Pillars of Wisdom. We 
recognised Lawrence’s land¬ 
scapes from his evocative de¬ 
scriptions, but our target was 
older even than the Crusader 
castles that had brought him 
to Syria as an undergraduate. 

We were bound for the great 
Roman ruinsof Bosra, the first 
stop cm an anti-clockwise ar¬ 
chaeological circuit of the 
country that would take us 
east to the Euphrates, dose to 
the Iraqi and Turkish borders, 
and back to the Mediterra¬ 
nean and the foothills of the 
mountains of Lebanon. 

We were led by Dr Jonathan 
Tubb of the British Museum, 
an expert on the Bronze Age 
who digs in Jordan but who 
knows Syria and the archaeol¬ 
ogists who work there. This 
stood us in good stead later in 
the trip, when the enthusiasts 
for tells (andent city mounds) 
— about two-thirds of our 
group of 17—hired a freelance 
minibus for the day from 
Aleppo and went off to look at 
these mounds and their cur¬ 
rent excavations along the 
upper Euphrates. 

There was a creative tension 
throughout the tour between 
those who wanted to see as 


much archaeology as possible 
in our 12 days even if it meant 
getting to the hotel late, and 
those who wanted to reach the 
comfort of the hotel in time to 
relax before dinner. 

Emily Stokefy. Andante 
Travels' young tour manager, 
who is an Oxford graduate in 
Classical Chinese, our Syrian 
guide Ali (a pharmacist moon¬ 
lighting from his offidal job) 
and our long-suffering driver 
Yusuf were left to pick up the 
tatters of the daily schedule. 

Basra was a revelation; an 
entire Roman city, once the 
capital of the province of 
Arabia, with its theatre pre¬ 
served by incorporation into a 
medieval fortress, and stud¬ 
ded with early churches and 
some of the oldest surviving 
mosques in Islam. 

Along the main street, a 
ayptoporticus (a cool storage 
cellar) more than 100 yards 
kmg bad been excavated with 
little sloping apertures light¬ 
ing it from kerb-level 

The next day was one of 
dramatic contrasts. First, our 
leader Jonathan led us over 
dirt tracks to Kadesh, site of 
what the Encyclopaedia Bri¬ 
tan nica calls “perhaps the 
most famous battle of pre- 
Classical antiquity". 

Here, in 1289 BC, the armies 
of the Pharaoh Ramses II and 
the Hittite king Mutawallis 
met in an indecisive engage¬ 
ment that both sides claimed 
as a victory, and which estab¬ 
lished the balance of power in 
the Middle East for long after. 

A different kind of vic¬ 
tory, if it can be 
called such, came to 
mind as we went into 
Hama to lunch beside the 
river Orontes with its huge 
creaking waterwheels. Here, 
in 1982, President Hafez al- 
Assad moved against the re¬ 
bellious Muslim Brotherhood 
with tanks and allegedly poi¬ 
son gas; the death toll is 
variously estimated at 10,000 
to 25,000. It was a brutal side 
to the regime that we saw 
nothing of— there were fewer 
men in uniform around than 
on an average day in London 
and none carried guns — and 
the evident prosperity of mod¬ 
em Syria is free of overt 
politics. 

Local views are mixed. "If I 
criticised the government pub¬ 
licly, I would disappear." said 
one of my acquaintances in the 
Paradise Cafe, "but Assad 



Ffigfrt, hotel car included. Book now and kids UND€R 17 
qualify for 50% discount on Los Stogsfos flights. 
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Part of the Grand Colonnade of Palmyra, the “Hong Kong of its age" and city of the warrior queen Zenobia who swept all before her as she conquered Egypt and Anatolia 


saved us from the fundamen¬ 
talists." 

It was a relief to leave Hama 
— not all its demolished area 
has been rebuilt since 1982 — 
and travel across the flat, dry 
steppe to the more credible 
ruins of Palmyra. This was the 
dty of the warrior-queen Zeno¬ 
bia who, for a brief period in 
AD 269-72, swept all before 
her as she conquered Egypt 
and Anatolia. Captured by the 
Emperor Aurelian as she tried 
to flee across the Euphrates on 
a camel, she reputedly ended 
her days in luxurious captivity 
at Tivoli near Rome. 

Poised between the powers 
of Rome and Parthia, Palmyra 
was the Hong Kong of its age, 
devoted entirely to commerce. 
The treasurer outranked the 
legislature, and the baroque 
exuberance of its buildings, 
adorned with statues of the 
desert tycoons, fused the styles 
of Greece and Persia. 

The "Bride of the Desen" 
has caught the imagination of 
artists and writers, from Wil¬ 
liam Halifax's report to the 
Royal Society 300 years ago to 
John Fowles’s Daniel Martin. 
The most noted record. Wood 
and Dawkins’S Ruins of Pal¬ 
myra in 1753, included geo¬ 
metric designs that were taken 
up by fashionable architects, 
including Robert Adam’s Pal¬ 
myrene ceilings at Osterley 
and Croome Court and 
George Pitt’s dining room and 
library at Stratfield Saye. 

Palmyra itself is remarkably 
unchanged from then, al¬ 
though French, German and 
Syrian archaeologists have ex¬ 
cavated and restored several 
areas along the great colon¬ 
naded street (which, canopied 
over in Roman times must 
have looked much like the 
soul r we visited in Aleppo). 

The Valley of the Tombs Is 
still as spooky as early travel¬ 
lers found it, its towering 
mausolea silent in the sun¬ 
shine. Some were family 
vaults, each space marked 
with a stone bust of its 
occupant, but others, notably 
the Three Brothers hypogeum. 
a painted underground cham¬ 
ber. were commercial proposi¬ 
tions. where slots for eternity 
were sold of! 

Midday is best spent in the 
shade of the Hard Zambia's 
garden with a yeasty Syrian 
beer in hand, looking out on 
the charming little Temple of 
Bel-Shamin and die multitude 
of columns forming a pan¬ 
oramic backdrop beyond, but 
it is at dawn and at sunset that 
the ruins look most special 
with their ethereal golden 
glow. We had too little time 
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■ Norman Hammond 
travelled with Andante 
Travels, Old Telephone 
Exchange, Winterbourne 
Dauntsey, Salisbury SP4 
6EH (01980 610555, fax 
6100(G), which is repeating 
this 12-day tour of Syria in 
October 1998. 

The price of EL380 per 
person is based on two 
sharing and covers flights, 
hill board accommodation, 
a guide and lecturer and a 
tour manager. 

■ Andante is run by Dr 
Annabel Lawson, an 
archaeologist and an expert 
on the Roman army, ft 
specialises in trips to places 
such as the palaeolithic 
painted caves of the 
Dordogne and Pyrenees, the 
Roman provinces around 
the Mediterranean, and 
medieval Europe from 
Hungary to Quercy. 

The company is branching 
out in its tour options, with a 
study of Namibian rock art 
in June 1998. 


■ Syrian Arab Airlines 
(0171-493 2851) and British 
Airways (0345 222111) fly to 
Damascus from Heathrow: 
BA Superpex fares from . 
£382. A Syrian visa is 
required, at £31.50 for UK 
passport holders, from the 
Syrian Embassy, 8 Bel grave 


Square, London SW1 (0171- 
245 9012). You will not get a 
visa if there axe Israeli 
stamps in your passport 
Typhoid and hepatitis A 
immunisations are 


Palmyra, Delr ez-Zur and 
several other towns. Room 
rates from approx £50-£120. 
Hotel Zenobia at Palmyra 
(00 963 31910107. fax 912407) 
costs £3540 per room. Car 
rental from Chamcars from 


Syria and Lebanon. (1965) is 
still the best general 
introduction. Ross Burns’:;-..-- 
Monuments of Syria: An , -. 
Historical GuideflB TauriS, 
£18.95) is the best guide to : ^... 
archaeology^ Lcmdy. Planet 
publishes Jordan &. Syria, :. r '\ 
£11.99. 


recommended. 

■ There are Cham Hotels in about £43/day, £390/ week. 
Damascus, Aleppo, Bosra, ■ Reading: Robin Fedden 


there, rolling away across the 
cooling desert towards Deir ez- 
Zur on the Euphrates as the 
sun sank, although the air- 
conditioned luxury of the 
Cham Palace when we got 
there was some compensation. 

It was even more welcome 
the next night as we trailed in 
from the hottest day of the trip, 
downriver almost to Iraq to 
visit the Bronze Age palace of 
Mari and the Parthian metrop¬ 
olis of Dura Europos. 

M ari is famous for 
its archive of 
20.000 day tab¬ 
lets. the diplo¬ 
matic and household records 
of the last ruler. Zimrilim, 
around 1760BC. and for the 
courtyards and storehouses 
which bear a striking resem¬ 
blance to the Minoan palace of 
Knossos on Crete, another 
proto-historic city-state mak¬ 
ing its way in the world. 

Dura, its citadel still tower¬ 
ing above the Euphrates, is 
noted for the exotic cults it 
housed. A superbly decorated 
synagogue of AD 246 has been 
reconstructed in the national 
museum in Damascus, and an 
early church at Yale: temples 
to Mithras. Atargatis and 
other deities remain, along 
with what must be the small¬ 
est theatre in the classical 
world. The dty fell to the 
Sassanian Persians, its mask 


sive ramparts weakened by 
mining and countermining 
until they collapsed, burying 
the sappers with their last pay 
still in their purses; the date on 
the latest coins pinpointed the 
siege to AD256. Abandoned 
cities occupied us as we drove 
upstream and Chen westwards 
to Aleppo — the Byzantine 
fortresses of Halabiyyeh and 
Rasafeh, the pilgrimage centre 
of Qala’at Samaan where St 
Simon Stylites sat on a pillar 
(still preserved as a stub) for 42 
years, and the Bronze Age 
centres of Ebla and UganL 
Ebla, like Mari, has yielded a 
tablet archive but one which 
includes grammars, dictio¬ 
naries and school texts record¬ 
ing names familiar from the 
Old Testament in the late third 
millennium BC; Ugarit a ’ 
thousand years later, was an 
entrepdt like Palmyra, but on 
the Mediterranean coast and 


in nervous correspondence 
with Akhenaten’s Egypt and 
Hittite Anatolia. In these bare 
ruined courts a knowledge 
and sense of history bring the 
walls to life. The most recent 
history that we encountered 
was that of the Crusader 
Kingdom. For 'almost two 
centuries, from AD 1099 to 
1291. the Counts of Toulouse, 
the Regents of Antioch, the 
Templars and the Hospitallers 
ruled this strip of the Levan¬ 
tine coast building a series of 
massive castles of .European 
design, of which Crac des 
Chevaliers and Marqab are 
the most spectacular. Euro¬ 
pean churches were built, too: 
the former cathedral at Tartus 
is a strikingly unmodified 
example of early French Goth¬ 
ic (now used as an archaeolog¬ 
ical museum). 

Resurgent Islam and the 
militaiy genius of Saladin and 



his Mameluke successors 
whittled away the fortresses 
and on August 3. 1291. the 
Crusaders abandoned Tartus, 
their last mainland strong¬ 
hold, for the offshore islet of 
ArWad. We, too, took the short 
boat journey (for a fish lunch 


Templar knights whoir 
were taken off to captiv 
Cairo, ending the stragg 
the Holy Land. Next da 
left Syria, but unlike 
Crusaders, I shall gobac 


Ireland 

L a different life- 

HOLIDAYS *98 

Ireland s tourist boards, north and : 
south, have got together to create some 
unforgettable breaks and holidays : 
this year. From B&B’s to castles, from 
long weekends to weeks on end, you’ll 
find Ireland’s world famous welcome i£ 
now warmer than ever. For our frill. 

colour brochures, call us free on • 
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WORLD SHOPPING: MOROCCO 


A bazaar experience unwrapped 


Melissa de Vflliers 
opens three pages of 
Christmas shopping 
ideas with a visit 
to Marrakesh 


I probably sounded 
rather like die White 
RabbiL With half a day 
left in Marrakesh's 
souks. I hod just spent 20 
minutes haggling over .the 
price of my first purchase. No 
more than you'd expect for a 
carpet, perhaps — but this 
was, after all, only a packer of 
henna powder. 

To the shopkeeper, my in¬ 
creasingly agitated mutterings 
about being late for an import 
torn date (my plane) were 
merely an opening gambit. 
Time to respond in kind. “We 
drink mint teal With sugar, or 
without?" he cried. It was a 
salutary lesson that the souks 
are no place for a spot of last- 
minute shopping. You need 
cash, a large suitcase, a sense 
of humour and plenty of time. 

Marrakesh has been a mar¬ 
ket town for more than 900 
years, a place for mountain 
tribesmen and desert traders 
to congregate, barter, and buy. 
The quality of the handicrafts 
here (especially leatherwork 
and marquetry) is excellent, 
it's also a good place to find 
antiques, carpets, and jewel¬ 
lery. Mare than that, the souks 
represent a slice of life that has 
changed little since medieval 
times. 

Getting Oriented: The way in 
is through the Djemaa el Fna, 
a sprawling, chaotic square at 
the heart of the medma (the 
old town). A traditional meet¬ 
ing point for street entertain¬ 
ers — from snake-charmers id 
musicians and story-tellers — 
it is always jammed with 
people, and at its most atmo¬ 
spheric at mghL 
The souks lie immediately to 
the north; a tortuous web of 
alleys roofed with an iron 
inHIis through which the sun¬ 
light filters, casting a dim light 
on men in hooded cloaks, 
housewives carrying frays to 
communal ovens, and ragged 
porters bent double under the 
weight of enormous sacks. 

Busy Rue Souk Semarine, 
the main street, snakes down 
to the heart’ of the labyrinth. 
With each souk specialising in 
a particular trade. Semarine is 
the textiles market, stuffed 
with neat rolls of doth. All is 
order and modernity, yet at 
Souk Larzal the tradesmen sir 
in tiny, hole-in-the-wall shops, 
ahle to reach their stock (piles 
of sheepskins) simply by ex¬ 
tending a hand. 

Rahbu Kedima, one of the 
souks’ rare open spaces, is 
dominated by traditional 
herbalists. Here Rue 
Semarine splits into two lanes 
- Souk el Attarin and Souk el 
Kebir — bur before you leave, 
pay a visit to the carpel shops 
in the gloomy endave on the 
square’s north side -- one of 
live hest places in Marrakesh 
to buy Berber carpets. 

You are now deep in the 
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On the road to a bargain 
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Market forces: the souks of Marrakesh represent a slice of Moroccan life that has changed little since medieval times, a {dace for desert traders and mountain tribespeople to baiter and buy 


heart of the labyrinth. Souk el 
Attarin leads to a slipper alley, 
lined by small, brightly lit 
kiosks crammed with pointy- 
toed babouches (Moroccan 
slippers). Souk d Kebir deliv¬ 
ers you to the Kissarias — a 
block of arcades whose chief 
stock is cheap copies of West¬ 
ern designer brands. 

The alleys on either side are 
lined with workshops busy 
making soft leather slippers 
and rags (Souk Cherratin). 
furniture (Souk Chouari). and 
skeins of dyed wool (Souk aux 
Tcm timers). 

The smdt. always pleasant¬ 
ly spicy, changes abruptly 
with the nature of the mer¬ 
chandise. There’s no break in 
lhe hubbub until the muezzin's 
wail rises up from hidden 
mosques, when the workers 
head off to pray. 

The sound of hammering 
guides you to the irons midi's 
quarter (Souk el Haddadine). 
With everyone engrossed in 
their own particular tasks — 
anything from a spiral stair¬ 
case to an ornate window 
grille — tourists are tolerated 
here. Only in the shops geared 
towards die traditional trades 
are serious attempts made to 
interest and sell. 

Avoiding the Hassle: Like all 
the most rewarding travellers' 
destinations, Marrakesh^ is 
hard work. Devoid (raerdful- 
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On the scent the rich smell of spices Is ever present 


ty) of landmarks such as neon 
signs or advertising 
hoardings, the souks can seem 
confusing; steel yourself, too. 
for unrelenting pressure from 
a stream of would-be guides, 
eager to take you shopping 
“just to look", but equally 
anxious for commission on 
any purchases you make. 

Arranging an introductory 
tour with a guide is a useful 
tactic. Your hotel will be able 
to arrange an oflidal guide 
registered with the tourist 


board: reckon paying 150 dir¬ 
ham (£10) for a half day. 
Unofficial guides will find you. 
Students can be much more 
interesting company than a 
bored official guide. 

How to haggle The effort 
tradesmen put into their sales 
pitch is astonishing, and If 
you're serious about a deal, 
you must respond in kind. 
And while the rigmarole of 
bargaining can be wearisome, 
don’t start haggling for some¬ 


thing you have no intention of 
buying — there’s no better way 
to cause bad feeling. 

The golden rule is simply to 
pay what the item is worth to 
you — and start well below it 
(say, a third). If you’re intent 
on making a big purchase, do 
your homework first Visit 
traditional crafts museums, 
such as the Museum of Mo¬ 
roccan Art (housed in the 
beautiful Dar Si Said Palace) 
and check the classic designs 
in antique carpets and 


jewellery. For handicrafts, the 
state-run cooperative; Ensem¬ 
bles Artisanaies (in Avenue 
Mohammed V), offers handi¬ 
crafts at fixed prices which you 
can use as a guide. 

Always ask for a detailed 
invoice if you want the souk 
trader to ship your goods 
home. As Morocco is not in the 
EU. you will have to pay duty 
an goods above £145. 

TOPSHOPS 

Arndjar Abdessam, 23 Souk 


d Ghasoul (00212 442 7706). A 
family-run business stocking 
fine furniture and wooden 
ornaments. Boxes of thuya 
wood (an indigenous wood) 
inlaid with mother-ofpeari, 
£25; walnut salad bond. £13. 
Reasonable postage and pack¬ 
ing costs, according to bulk. 
Abou cl Aflnda Mrs. 3-5 
Souk d Haddadine, 0X1 212 
443 1343 is a big, busy 
metalworkers' shop with a 
nice sideline in delicate orna¬ 
ments. A snail, hammered- 
sted fish with long, winsome 
engraved eyelashes costs £5. 

Near the entrance to Souk 
Cherratin, E3 Fatiri Aboni, 
24Z Chkairia, is packed with 
exotic tr ap pings used in the 
Fantasia, the folklore displays 
performed by costumed horse¬ 
men. from superb saddles to 
enormous Saharan tents — a 
snip at £600. 

Give It A Miss: It is illegal to 
import handicrafts made from 
an endangered species, so 
avoid buying anything made 
from tortoiseshell — most 
commonly used to make 
stringed musical instruments. 

Shopping in the New Town: 
Wnb its expensive boutiques 
and air-conditioned super¬ 
market, Gueliz, the French- 
built, modem side of town, is a 
world away from the medieval 
mayhem of the souks. 


LTJrienfaliste, 15, rue de la 
Liberie (00 212 443 4074) has 
good ceramics, silver 
jewellery, and crafts. At Antiq¬ 
uities Zaina, 44 Tank Ibn 
Ziad (00 212 444 9790), a silver 
chest studded with lapis-lazuli, 
costs £ 800 . 

Catching your breath; The 
souks are surprisingly short of 
cafes and restaurants. Head 
for Caft Argana on the north 
side of tiie Djemaa, where you 
can relax over a glass of fresh 
orange juice (80p) or a coffee 
(&5p). and inspect your booty. 

irs easy to forget the medina 
is'also a residential quarter, 
with mosques and houses 
hidden behind elaborate!} 
decorated arches and high, 
padlocked gates. Restaurant 
Yacouf (79, Sidi Ahmed 
Soussi) is a glimpse into this 
secret world. Set in an exqui¬ 
site old palace, it serves classic 
Moroccan dishes, beautifully 
cooked (about £35 for two 
course with wine; booking 
essential, ask at your hotel). 

lit by lanterns, the Djemaa 
d Fna fbodstalls. which setup 
in the evenings, offer excellent 
value and variety. Guides 
often suggest that the food isn’t 
very healthy, but as the cook¬ 
ing is all done before your 
eyes, standards of cleanliness 
are at least open to scrutiny. A 
plate of sizzling brochettes and 
salad costs about £2. 


■ Melissa de Villiers (ravelled with 
Panorama Holidays (01273 206531). 
which offers seven and (4-day 
packages to Marrakesh from £329 per 
person. The price includes half- 
boanl or B&B accommodation in a 
choice of four- or five-star hotels, 
transfers; air passenger duty, and 
return flights from Heathrow. The 
company also offers a range of 
excursions, with half-day city (ours 
at £15 per person; a traditional 
Moroccan dinner plus a folklore 
show is £27 per person. 

Anyone wanting to travel before 
Christinas can fly on Tuesday 
(December 9) from Gatwick for 
seven nights and stay at either the El 
Andalous on halfboard for £329 
per person, or at the Imperial Bog for 
£379 B&B. The price is based on 
two sharing and includes flights, 
transfers and taxes. 

Golden jay Holidays (0171-794 
9767) has switched its programme from 
Luxor, in Egypt, to Marrakesh and 
Agadir following tire terrorist 
massacre. It has (wo (rips leaving 
on December 19 a two-centre 
(Marrakesh and Agadir) holiday 
with seven nights' B&B at a three-star 


hotel costs from £399 including 
flights from Gatwick. transfers and 
taxes. A seven-night Marrafcesb- 
based holiday at the four-star Safir 
Hotel costs from £449 for B&B. 

■ When To Visit Winter 
(November to March) is sunny and 
mild, with temperatures averaging 
about 6SF (20Q, although the nights 
are much cooler. Summers can be 
unbearably hof—up to I04F (3SQ 
aggravated by the chergui. a fierce 
desert wind. During the lunar month 
of Ramadan (in 1997-B, it is the four 
weeks beginning December 31k there 
are fewer tourists and an especially 
festive atmosphere every sunset when 
fasting stops, although you may 
find service in hotels is slower. 

■ What'To Pack:Camera, money 
belt sunglasses, a sweater for cool 
winter evenings. In the scutes, keep 

a dose eye on valuables— knap sacks 
are not a good idea. Away from the 
hotel pool, women should cover their 
shoulders and wear skirls and 
shorts which areal least knee-length — 


the more you cover, the less youll 
be hassled. 

■ When To Shop: The souks are at 
their most crowded m the eariy 
evenings, just before dosing time at 
7pm; in the summer, shops day open 
as late as lOpm. A good time to go is 
between 4-5pm, when some stalls 
auction off goods to local traders — 
great fun to watch. Many shops dose 
for lunch between noon and 2pm: 
some dose on Fridays (the Muslim ' 
equivalent of the Sabbath), and 
almost all dose on Sundays. 

■ Reading: Morocco: The Rough 
Guide (Rough Guides. £9.99) is the 
pick of the guide books. Frist 
published in 1921. Morocco That Was. 
by former Times correspondent 
Walter Harris (Eland. E&.99), is a 
funny, romantic account of the 
yeans leading op to the French 
p rotec to rate; Hideous Kinky by 
Esther Freud (Penguin. £5.99). is a 
fictional tale of hippy travels 
through Morocco, seen through the 
eyes of a fiveyear-old. 

■ Moroccan National Tourist 
Office 0171437 0073. 


A Special Winter Offer 


A Week Away at the 5-star Elephant Hills Hotel 
at Victoria Falls from £595 


\ : Vhat could be more deli^dful than a 
relaxing sojourn in the comfort of the 5-star 
Elephant Hills Hotel at the magnificent Yic- 
lc^ Falls. This isawonderfuJ opportunity .at 
an extremely moderate tariff, to visit one of 

the natural wonden oi the work! when Uie 
Fills are at their most splendid. 

The^Victoria Fills is a marvellous place both 
to relax in a temperate dimateanato me as 
abase from which toexpJorewith visits to the 
Falls themselves, the nrartQrtownofVictoria 
Palls, a Zambezi cruise, local and regional 
game viewing and much besides. 

The arrangement commenceswithaMon- 
archAMines Boeing757flight froni London 
- Gatwick to Harare, Zimbabwe, and onward 
flight to Victoria Fails. 

A limited number of places are available and 
since the demand is anticipated to be high, it 
is essential that eariy telephone reservations 
-are made to avoid (fisappafotmenL 
THE ELEPHANT HILLS HOTEL 

Three km* from the roarofthe Fills, Efephsat 
Hills is unique in both style and location. 



DEPARTURE DATES & PRICES 
1997/98Tuesdays-per person ai a twin 
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Equities firm, gilts fall 


TRADING PERIOD: Settlement takes place five business days after the day of trade. Changes are calculated on 
the previous day’s dose, but adjustments are made when a stock is ex-dividend. Changes, yields and 
price/eamings ratios are based on middle prices. 
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WORLD SHOPPING: SEE IT THERE, BUY IT HERE 


Gather gifts 



a good 

conscience 



Selling batik fabrics on a Kenyan beach 


AS EVERY true shopaholic knows, the world gets smaller 
to make ,shopping easier. But is your money, benefiting 
STMtHscafe producers r or making the fat cats fatter? Those 
who,would like their Christmas shopping to benefit 
warkers-.as well' as loved ones should visit the Christmas 
Market'at Global Partnership World Fair at London's 
Olympla next weekend, where more than 100 fair traders 
will be represented. 

"This is by far the most colourful ethnic fair in the LHC" 
said Benny Dembtaer, who started GIobaLPartnership 
after visiting Ethiopia during, the famine of 1980-81. 
Horrified by the lade of international intervention, 
Detnbitzer set out to educate people about the responsibil¬ 
ities of globalisation: “From slavery to unfair trade, people 
need to know that it’s all connected.” 

Dembrtzer stresses that fair trade is vital to developing 
economies: “A Conran shop buyer visited a small stall at the 
fair a couple of years ago ;and ordered enough stock to 
support the cooperative inPeru for a year. Aid helps, but 
it's not enough. People need weak." .' ' ' 

FROM ALBANIAN silver id Zimbabwean copper,, the 
Christmas market offers - a range of products for-discerning 
shoppers. Stands indude Araaz (Afghan jewellery). Nepal 
Bazaar. Habibi (Ecuadorean goods) and Creative. Crafts 
and Gifts (from Zimbabwe), More familiar names Include 
The 'Body Shop, die publisher of Rough Guides, offering 
many of its books at a special disooimt. and Cafe Direet, 
offering its ethically produced and marketed coffee. 

More than 120 voluntary operations will be repres e nted, 
including Oxfrun. VSO, theBntish Red Cross and Save the 
Children Fund. “Shopping has become a leisure activity. 
1ft a powerful magnet^ rSaid^Qea^rzer. *We want to 
challenge people an different Jeyds.".And : of course, to 
ensure life CfinsEmas spi^is’sprcada; Ikdfrmore evenly. 

• The GlobtdMawmi^pp^i^i^dFair is at Kensington 
Olympia 2Deceniber l2-MTopeti liam-Spm'Friday and 
Saturday; jidm-fipm Sintday. lEhtrdnoe'tS^ cones ■ 

£2JO. thildreminder six free. Family tickets (two adults 
and nmehildreh) ElO.Furtherdetaik: send an SAE to 
Global Partnership, PO Box100 7, hondon SE249NL 

Joanna Hunter 


Continued from page 26 
woven by the Qashgai costs 
about £1,960. 
liberty (see Africa) 

Carpets, rugs, flat-weaves, 
saddle-bags; modem carpet 
from Qashgai tribe depicting 
Bruce Lee and the Dragon 
(210cm x 137cm), £790: Afchar 
Sofreh abstract design used as 
a traditional eating doth 
(I2oon x 115cm), E200. 

JAPAN 

Neal Street East (see Afghan¬ 
istan) 

Shoji lamps, from £3650; 
paper lamps. £3.10-£1930: tea¬ 
pot sets. £2950-£49; old 
indigo textiles, £80-£200: cast- 
iron kettle, £69.95; cast-iron 
wind chimes £650. 

PHILIPPINES 

David & Charles Wainwright 

(see India) 

Chunkv Spanish-siyle old teak 
tables, £500-£1.200; old colo¬ 
nial red iners. E120-E390; por¬ 
celain knobs. £14: coat- 
hangers with porcelain tips, 
E18: basketware from Borneo. 
Neal Street East (see Afghan¬ 
istan) 

Huge choice of baskets; pea¬ 
cock chair; bead curtains, 
from £13.45; shells. 30p-£950. 
Sala (see Africa) 

Accessories and furniture in¬ 
clude Bubu fish traps, from 
£1050: metal & rattan chairs, 
£145; metal four-poster bed, 
rSOO; wire mannequins, £175; 
moss & wire urn, £95: wood & 
chicken wire cabinet. £295. 

VIETNAM 

Graham & Green (see India) 
Silk-lined jackets and trou¬ 
sers; silver lacquerware trays, 
f 61 Q 5- planers and bowls; red 
velvet quilts. £Z75; bamboo 
plates. £59.95. __ 

The Holding Company. 243-5 
King's Road, London SW3 
(017I-3S2 1600) 

Rattan baskets, from £12.95: 
rattan trunk. £50. lined rattan 
oraanisers. from £9.95; lined 
laundry basket £29-95; . 

Joss Graham (see India) 
Traditional swneware_ pots, 
£15-£395- Large coDecnon of 

lacquerware. 

NEW ZEALAND 
Kiwifruits. 6-7 Royal Opera 
Arcade. Pad MalL London 

SWI (0I7W3045H). 

All Blacks souvenirs including 

UK TtwrT-shirL £I£95, scarf, 
r II 05 ; training jersey, £59.95. 

123 : Haka lea ra«vd. 
U.95: NZ flag tea raweL £3-93- 
Kuebv videos, £35; 
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The Americas 


YOU will not have to go far to 
find your rainstiefcs and Ande¬ 
an woolly hats, or Mayan 
jewellery and glittering kitsch 
from Mexico, or even such 
design classics from the 
United States as Frank Lloyd 
Wright building blocks and 
cool Shaker furniture. 

NORTH AMERICA 
American Retro. 35 Old 
Compton Street, London W1 
(0171-734 3477) 

Fifties accessaries from New 
Jersey include flick comb. £16. 
Also Water Drapes (shower 
curtains with bold designs); 
me!amine tableware. 

The Holding Company (see 

Vietnam) 

Modem American de signs 
include chrome racks and 
stacking units: acrylic jewel¬ 
lery chests. £50: plastic swing- 
bins. £15:..in-drawer_ organ¬ 
isers; over-door organisers. 
The Home, Salft Miff Vic¬ 
toria Road, Salta ire, Brad¬ 
ford BDI8 3LB-(0I274 530770) 
Kit-form windmill, £24.95; 
American Chinese food boxes. 


50p and 75p; Andy Warhol 
mugs, El0-95; wooden blocks 
forming Frank Lloyd Wright 
buildings £59.95; oversized 
American glass beer mugs, 
£2.95; beer pitcher. £9.95. 
Jerry's Home Store, 163 Ful¬ 
ham Road. London SW3 
(0171-581 0909); 57-61 Heath 
Street. London NW3 (0171- 
794 8622); Bentall Centre. 
Kingston (0181-549 5393) 
All-American classics include 
mail boxes, Kitchen Aid food 
mixers. Waring blenders, din¬ 
er furniture. Fishs Eddy's 
china diner^ware (eg dinner 
plate, £11.95): maple salad 
bowls, £45. Guldens mustard, 
E3.95; Vermont maple syrup. 
Jerry’s pancake mix. 

The Shaker Shop, 322 King’s 
Road, London SW3 (0171-352 
391?) 

Folksy gifts include oval box¬ 
es, cushions, tin candle-hold¬ 
ers. and simple, elegant 
furniture. Lavender-filled 
cushions, £8.95; heart-shaped 
wooden cutting boards. 
£41.% oval cherry-wood box¬ 
es, from £22.95. 

CENTRAL& 

SOUTH AMERICA 
Tumi 8-9 New Bond 
Street Place, Bath (01225 
446025); 1-2 Little Claren¬ 
don Street, Oxford (01865 
512307); 82 Park Street, 

Bristol (0117-929 0391); 23 
Chalk Farm Road, 

London NW1 (0171-485 4152) 
Non-profit-making publish¬ 
ing and education department 


promotes Latin American 
culture. Textiles, knitwear, 
jewellery, wood-carvings, pot¬ 
tery, musical instruments. 
Mexican wind-chimes, from 
£7JO; rainmakers, £7.95; recy¬ 
cled tin-framed mirrors, from 
£12.95: Andean pipes with CD. 
£12.95; Pottery. E3.95-E19.95. 

MEXICO 

Alternative East (see India) 
Small jewellery selection in¬ 
cludes beaded necklaces, front 
£3.50: Mayan necklaces from 
£12; flower pendants encased 
in glass, £12; Mayan chime 
bails, from £12. Hand-made 
woollen jumpers from £44. 
Brack! eh nrst (see Indonesia) 
Pine chests and boxes: small 
chest, £149: trunk/coffee table, 
£399: coffee table inlaid with 
ceramic tiles, £299. Brightly 
coloured tiles, around £30 for 
a box of 60. 

Emma Bernhardt, 30! Porto- 
bcllo Road, London W10 
(0181-960 2929) 

Glittery Mexican kitsch in¬ 
cludes Day of the Dead figures 
in sugar, plastic or paper, 
from £1; religious charms: 
wooden saint pictures; sequin 
earrings, £230; star/heart 
confetti, £230. 

Mexique (see Indonesia) 
Furniture and accessories in¬ 
clude tin mir r ors. £1.95-£98. 
and recycled glassware (eg 
wine goblet. £7.90); papier 
mache parrots. Corona beer 
trays, £730; brightly painted 
nodding armadillos, £265; 
painted clay nativity sets, from 


£15.95. Wall decorations in¬ 
clude tin hearts. £1.95. 

Topaz, 10 Thames Street. 
Kingston (0181-547 3526); also 
at Unit 6c, Tnnsgate Square. 
High Street GnDdford 
(01483 306063) 

Big selection of furniture at 
Kingston shop. Three styles — 
rustic, wood with inlaid cer¬ 
amics and painted. Rustic 
coffee tables, from £215; bed¬ 
side table from £159. Kitchen 
tables with inlaid tiles. £385: 
coffee tables with riles, £295: 
tiled mirrors. £109; painted 
trunk, £368. 


Laura Japy, silver tableware 
by Roux Marquiand, china 
and cutlery by Edouard 
Rambaud, crystal glasses by 
Royal es de Champagne. 

GERMANY 

The Home (see North 
America) 

Beer glasses with designs by 


Anna G corkscrew. £38.50: 
Philippe Siarck lemon squeez¬ 
er. £42: champagne stopper. 
£52 Parmesan cheese-grater. 
£22.95: garlic press. £27; pasta 
jars Ei 130-£12.9iv 
Papyrus, 8 tipper Boro’ 
Walls. Bath (01225463418); 48 
Fulham Road. London, SW3 
(0171-584 8022) 

Paper, cards and envelopes 
hand-made from pure cotton 
rag. Ten sheets/five envelopes 
in folder. ES.IS. Hand-sewn 
journals and photo albums 
with antiqued leather and 
marbled paper, from £36. 

POLAND 

Oliver Bonas (see India) 
Glass made in the Krosno 
factory, southern Poland in¬ 
cludes penguin-shaped pi tell¬ 
er. £39: Blue Host ashtray. 
£29: turquoise Pamloma 
bowls. £14: green Latvia vase. 
Eli clear ship's decanter. £32. 

SCANDINAVIA 

The Holding Company (sec 

Vietnam) 

Danish home/office furniture; 
storage boxes from Sweden. 
From £430. and colourful bins, 
£28; dog-bone CD racks. £5.95. 


Far left Mask in 
the likeness of 
Zeus, thrower 
of thunderbolts 
and god of the 
ancient Greeks. 
Made of resin, 
and finished 
in bronze, 
it is available 
from The 
Greek Shop 
in London (left). 
Above: main icon 
of St Christopher, 
£1130. 
hand-made 
by monks. 

Other icons 
variously 
priced from 
£1130 to £120 


£90; Tibetan striped woven 
and tie-dyed blankets. £370: 
brightly-knitted 19th-century 
hats from Peru, £38; 19th- 
century soft conon bank sa¬ 
rongs from Java, from £45. 
Papyrus (see Italy) 

Specialist papers range from 
£1.95 to E7 for 20cm x 30cm 
sheet. Stock includes plant 
fibre papers from banana, 
hemp & sedge from Kenya; 
conon papers with petal and 
tea-leaf inclusions from India; 
tissues coloured with vegeta¬ 
ble dyes from Nepal; fibrous 
coconut paper from Bali; origi¬ 
nal papyrus from Egypt: bark 
paper from Mexico; mulberry 
paper from Thailand; recycled 



Europe 





World 



Han(H»mIed nativity set from Mexico, available at Tumi in Bath 


HERE is a selection of places 
that sell the best of this 
continent’s offerings. You will 
find austere Finnish table¬ 
ware. dever French things for 
cooks; icons from Mount 
Athos, paper from southern 
Italy, colourful glass from 
Pbland. 

FINLAND 

The Home (see North 

America) 

Alvar Aalto-designed furni¬ 
ture includes a classic stool, 
£49.95. His glassware in¬ 
dudes tumblers, jugs, plates 
and bowls in clear, green or 
blue glass. 

Suomico, 80 Hill Rise, Rich¬ 
mond, Surrey (0181-940 0059) 
Chris and Ken Beard, who 
lived in Finland for five years, 
design and install saunas and 
sauna accessories such as 
brushes and essence. 
Marimekko knitwear, dresses 
and coats and handwoven 
Unica fabrics made into coats 
and bags. All-weather boots 
by Perrri Palmroth and rubber 
boots by Nokia. £45. Glass¬ 
ware includes vases, candle- 
holders and stemware. Alvar 
Aalto vases. E24-E85. 

FRANCE 

The White House. 4041 Con¬ 
duit Street London W1 (0171- 
629 3521) 

Embroidered bed linen, Li¬ 
moges china by Lafarge and 


Italian notebooks at 
Papyrus, Bath, from £1230 

artists and architects, £10.95; 
Miniature building blocks. 
£15.95. 

GREECE 

The Greek Shop, 6 New¬ 
burgh Street London WI 
(0171-437 1197) 

Stock includes icons painted 
by monks on Mount Athos. 
EJ130-E9&; hand-painted tiles. 
£5.50 each: resin busts of gods, 
from E12-EI35; woven tagaria 
(shepherds’ lunch bags), 
£6 .dO; navy woollen fisher¬ 
mens’ caps, £1230. 

ITALY 

The Holding Company (see 
Vietnam) 

Modern designs include chic 
desk accessories from £19.95; 
chrome stacking trollies; 
chrome pedal bins, £64.95: 
PVC folding shopping trollies. 
£16.95: aluminium/wood 
stacking wine rack. £15; 
aluminium CD rack, E25. 

The Home (see North 
America) 

Traditional china with writing 
(eg burro for the butter dish); 
parmesan knife, £2.95: al¬ 
mond glue in galvanised tin, 
£3.95: mermaid bookmarks, 
£4.95 for three. 

HcaTs. 234 King’s Road, 
London SW3 (0171-349 8411) 
Alessi accessories include 


MAYBE one continent is too 
small to rcpress the breadth of 
your vision. So here is selec¬ 
tion of emporiums and exhibi¬ 
tions that have the entire 
world as their oyster: from the 
snowy wastes of the Himala¬ 
yas to the tropical heat of Laos, 
an embroidered waistcoat 
from Romania. Navajo silver. 
Nigerian indigo, rare paper, 
rarer kilims... the sun never 
sets on Santa's grotto. 

Gordon Reece Galleries, at 
Flnkle St and Kirkgate, 
Knaresbo rough. North York¬ 
shire (01423 866219); London 
gaDdy at 16 Clifford Street, 
WI (0171439 0007) 

Finkle Street gallery offers a 
huge choice of old or antique 
kilims from Turkey. Afghani¬ 
stan, Arabia and abstract 
Gabbeh rugs from south-west 
Iran. Kilims from £290 (3ft x 
2ft) up to E2300. Kirkgaie 
gallery has ceramics dating 
from 2JS00BC onwards plus 
African, Oceanic and Asian 
tribal art. Current show. Gold 
Frankincense & Myrrh, runs 
until December 24. 
ladish. 13 Broadway Parade, 
Croudi End. London NS 
(0ISI-340 1144) 

Vietnamese lacquerware. 
£6.99- £39.99: sisal baskets 
from Kenya, from £3.99; 
Andalurian rugs, from £99; 
Italian aluminium tins, from 
£6.99: Turkish kilims from 
£140; silk cushion covers from 
West Bengal and India, from 
£24,99. 

Molly Hogg Textiles at Jose¬ 
phine Ryan Antiques; 335 
Lillie Road, London SW6 
(0I7H3SJ 6003) 

Rente and Ewe cloths {large 
checked colourful woven blan¬ 
kets). from Ghana £400; silk 
embroidered door curtains 
from Morocco, from £120: 
women's headshawls from 
Kurch, India, E230; Turkish 
embroidered wedding towels, 
from £30; embroidered sheep¬ 
skin waistcoat from Romania, 


Persian rug- from the 
Fairman Gallery, £6,000 

plant fibre papers from Mala¬ 
wi; traditional decorative and 
rakasui papers from Japan. 
Sieve Wright Studio (see 
India) 

Colourful kitsch with pink 
floor and purple walls form¬ 
ing a backdrop for a selection 
of inexpensive gifts induding 
Mexican tin boxes containing 
a tin nativity set, £24.99. glass 
slippers with floating beads. 
£2.90, from Taiwan; recycled 
chunky green wine glasses, 
£8.99. from Mexico: cushion 
covers, £9.99 from India: ; 
Mexican beer trays, £730: 
Indian wedding veils. £22. 
World, 27 Litcbfield Street. 
London WC2 (0171-379 5588) 
The name says it all: Lenin. 
Chairman Mao or Karl Marx 
Chinese cushions, £28; Sia¬ 
mese temple head-dresses, 
£110: Burmese scorpions set in 
resin keyrings, E630; hemp 
jackets. E90. trousers. £70: 
carved and gilded buddhas. 
£32: African postcards. 80p. 
Alastair HulL The Gallery, 
I8a High Street Hadden- 
bam, Cambridgeshire (de¬ 
tails 01353 740577), is holding 
a selling exhibition from De¬ 
cember 6-23. Bazaar-wares in¬ 
clude rare Tibetan prayer 
tables, £3®; Himalayan 
wooden milk pots, from £60; 
carved chum handles, from 
E32; brass temple lamps from 
Kathmandu, from £75, day 
animals. £3630 and Buddha 
images from Eastern Nepal, 
from £430. Sumba and Suma¬ 
tra textiles from £1230; carved 
Batak medicine pots, £80. 
Socks. £4^5. hats, from £4, 
and gloves. £225. knitted by 
Afghan refugees in Pakistan. 
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. - St Moritz lets go of the reins in February with the White Turf horse races. Cricket played on snow and a gourmet festival with French food guru Paul Bocuse and fine fare from Bangkok, Delhi and Osaka, take place the same week 

Wild times in the mountains of madness 




a 


DECEMBER 


S ome resorts open a month 
earlier, but for traditional¬ 
ists the skiing season does not 
begin until the first glass of 
champagne goes down at the 
Criterium de 13 Premiere 
Neige in Val d'lsere. The 
official occasion is Four days of 
World Cup ski racing {Decem¬ 
ber U-14) for both "men and 
women. But Brazilian dancers 
appearing at the event got 
more attention than the racing 
last season. 

. For more than 40 years, the 
Premiere Neige has been a 
scene where anyone who is 
anyone in the world of skiing 
has to be seen. Jean Claude 
Killy never misses a Premiere 
Neige, though he stipulates 
that the resort does not adver¬ 
tise his presence. 

.' On Saturday evening, 
downhill racers in cowboy 
outfits will ride into town in 
Western costume on horses. 
Racers may then go to bed 
early and alone. Everyone else 


will be in Dick's Tea-Bar 
getting acquainted. 

• Val d'lsere tourist office: 
0033479060600. 

ITALY'S top-rated resort goes 
to the dogs. Moonboots. mir¬ 
ror sunglasses and fur coats 
have never gone out of fashion 
in Madonna di Campiglio. 
Expect all 10 be out in force 
when Madonna plays host to 
Siberian huskies at the Inter¬ 
national Dog Sled Champion¬ 
ships (December 20-21). 

Madonna prides itself on 
having more international 
events" than any other Italian 
resort. It also has the best DJs. 
from Rimini and London, and 
nights so wild that clueless 
tourists miss out by going to 
bed before they even get going. 

• Madonna tourist office: 
0039 465 442000. 

A FRENCH Christmas, like 
a French kiss, is nothing if not 
animated. Avoriaz accords it¬ 
self top honours for hosting 
the biggest and best Christ¬ 
mas party in France. A poly¬ 
glot Father Christinas is set to 
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FAMILIES plan their skiing holidays 
around half-term breaks. Hardcore skiers 
wait for breaking news of a big powder 
storm. And budget skiers pore over “white 
week” offers during the January “hole” 
period when the Alps are deserted, after 
New Year and before die February high 
season. But party skiers need no such 
contraints—they will go anywhere, 
anytime for that special occasion. 

Some resorts, such as Mayzhofen in 
Austria, spend fortunes organising 


elaborate events on every street comer. 

Other resorts, such as the exclusive St 
Moritz in Switzerland, have century-old 
traditions such as the Cresta Run 
toboggan races. And in some resorts, such 
as Verbier in Switzerland, the parties 
have evolved without the tourist office 
having spent a centime, or having a due 
how to control them. Here is a short list of 
party possibilities to get you through the 
winter, including events where you do not 
even have to put skis to snow. 


slide into the snow-guaranteed 
resort with reindeer and 
sleigh, illuminated by a back¬ 
drop of fireworks to eclipse 
poor Rudolph’s nose. 

’Animateurs’ in costumes 
and singing carols will circu¬ 
late throughout Avoriaz, one 
of he best equipped resorts for 
families, from December 20- 
27. Huge fir trees decorated 
with lights and copious cups of 
free eggnog will ensure a 
warm glow. 

•Avoriaz tourist office: 

0033 45074 02J J. 

ENJOY a night to end it all, 
at the most raucous and rowdy 
open-air New Year's Eve cele¬ 
brations in the Alps. Verifier's 
Place Centrale turns into party 
central, as more than 7,000 
revellers brave the cold to 
spray champagne over each 
other as the band plays from 
an overlooking hotel terrace 
and Swiss TV viewers watch 
the live proceedings from he 
safety of their armchairs. For 
hours the sides explode with 
hundreds of fireworks in a 
spectacle unique in Switzer¬ 
land. A handful of village 
policemen look on in a daze as 
foreign tourists, many of hem 
British, shed all inhibitions. 

• Verbier tourist office : 

0041Z7 77538S8. 
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TT Then you see a polar bear 
YV abseiling down he side 
of a building into a bar. you 
know here is a party going cm. 
Skiing at the Austrian resort of 
Mayrhofen may be intermedi¬ 
ate, but this is a town which 
knows how to rock. The Ice 
Bar is one of he wildest in he 
Alps. Last year the Four Tops 
were here. 

This year, from January 8 to 
17, it is he second “Party Week 
in Music City*. Clowns, street 
musicians and snowboarders 
get together with, as yet, 
unannounced top acts for a 



The Premiere Neige in Val dTsfire starts the skiing season with World Cap raring 


Caribbean Fool Party at he 
huge indoor aquapark and 
for more intimate sessions 
elsewhere. 

A major snowboard 
and style event is also 
uled for his week. Seven day 


B&B packages start at £143. 

• Reservations: 0043 5285 
6721/2561. 

THIS is he one Aspen party 
where everybody comes ouL 
Gay Ski Week (January 24-31) 
is looked forward to even by 


Aspen's cowboys. The ball¬ 
room of the Jerome Hotel gets 
a makeover, and the Aspen 
Ballet Company has sched¬ 
uled two performances. The 
bars double their income. 

• Helpline: 001970 925 9249. 


W hen is a three-hour busi¬ 
ness lunch a training 
event? When you are booked 
for he St Moritz Gourmet 
Festival. The fifth such grande 
bouffe. takes place his season 
from January 30 to February 
7, culminating in a "gourmet 
finale” feast set out under tents 
an the resort’s frozen lake. 

France’s legendary Paul 
Bocuse will be chief cook, but 
more exotic offerings from 
Bangkok. Delhi and Osaka 
will also be on offer in the 
resort’s hotels and mountain 
inns. 

Other diversions during he 
same week in St Moritz in¬ 
dude a spot of cricket (January 
30-31) at the tenth annual 
Cricket Tournament on Snow, 
and he White Turf horse races 
(February 1) on the lake. 

•Sf Moritz tourist office: 
0041818373333. 

HANNES Schneider founded 
he father of all ski schools, the 
Arlberg, in St Anton. Now, 
during Ski Club Arlberg Week 
(February 3-10), his descen¬ 
dants are planning the mother 
of all ski classes: 

In a bid to make he 
Guinness Book of Records, he 
Arlberg Ski School will at¬ 
tempt to conduct more than 
2.000 skiers in dose order 
slalom down the Valluga. to be 
aired live on Austrian TV. 

Fireworks and ice bars serv¬ 
ing schnapps will entertain 
spectators, all no doubt wait¬ 
ing for the. domino effect 
should one of he 2,000 skiers 
t»k<» a tum ble. 

• St Anton tourist office: 
0043544622690. 

CARNIVAL or Mardi Gras is 
a time of craziness all over the 
Alps. But Kitzbuheps medieval 
facades are the perfect back- 
drop to parades of characters 
in funny costumes and devil 
suits. - 

The carnival tradition is an 
intensely . urban one in 
Europe, and Kitzbuhel's so¬ 
phisticated nightspots cater 
for a wide range of tastes. 

On the ski slopes, confetti is 
strewn and downs wearing 
skis bade to front career down 
he hills. In' town, the main 
party days are February 23 
and 24, _ with every bar and 
hatd throwing its awn bash, to 
which no one is admitted 
without a masque. 

• Kitzbuhel tourist office: 

0043 5356 62155. 


THE SKI authorities in Verbier 
have added more resorts to their 
ski pass after The Times revealed 
plans to reduce the size of its 
skipass region (his season, Doug 
Sager writes. 

Stung by its reported fall from 
first place among Swiss resorts to 
third in terms of he size of its skiing 
(Verbier tumbles from the Summit. 
November 8). Verbier has with¬ 
drawn its previous statistics and 
sent its pistews out for a recount It 
has also added new resorts. 


Verbier widens its horizons 


The lift company Ttfeverbier has 
now derided to reverse its plans to 
exdude Champex Lac from this 
year's Four Valleys skipass. and 
will add two more pocket-size 
resorts: Fouly and Vkhercs. More 
skiing will now be available at no 
price increase, although the 50km 
of skiing in the Thyon sector will 
still be cut from the Four Valleys 


skipass this winter, as previously 
reported. Using new parameters, 
TCfeverbier has added ten 
kilometres to its previously pub¬ 
lished figure of 100km around 
Verbier. With the addition of 
Champex, Fouly and Vich&rcs, and 
some “newly found” kfloroefres in 
the Nendazsector, the Four Valleys 
now makes an official, revised 


daim to 360km of skiing and 85 rid 
lifts, down from last year's claim of 
400km and. 100 lifts. 

It should be noted that Verbier 
counts 22km of sksng at Super St 
Bernard,some 45 minutes away on 
the Italian border, as part of its 
Four Valleys total, although his is 
only available for an extra SF23, up 
from SF14 last year. 


T he bestparties are snow- 
boarder parties. And he 
most desperate snowboarders 
in he world congregate in the 
Val de Bagnes, near Verbier in 
Switzerland, for Europe's 
most dangerous competition. 
The no-hrids-barred Xtreme 
Snowboard contest (Mardi 18- 
24) pitches snowboarders 
straight down an almost 
unskiahle mountain, he Bee 
des fosses, where one 
snowboarder was killed last 
year. After the heat of competi¬ 
tion competitors chill out in 
the Offshore cafe/bar. with its 
trademark pink VW surf Bee¬ 
tle, then go era to he Garage to 
dance the night away. 

• Val de Bagnes tourist office: 
0041277761682. 
COURCHEVEL, best known 
for its well groomed motorway 
pistes, is in voting budding 
supermodds to its Grain de 
Beaute (March Z7-29). This is a 
beauty contest limited to work¬ 
ing models, but ones not yet at 
heir peak, with the aim of 
showing the “image of 2998”. 
• Courchevel tourist office: 
0033479080029. 


E nd-of-season parties roll 
on throughout he Alps, 
once tourists are gone and 
resorts are left only to chalet 
girls and ski bums. But he 
crowds thronging he narrow 
lanes of Zermatt at 3am are 
waving their glasses of arid 
white Pendant wine for 
another reason. Zermatt is the 
start of he Glacier Patrol race. 
More than 1.000 marathon 
skiers participate in this clas¬ 
sic trek across the peaks and 
glaciers from Zermatt to 
Verbier, 4.000 metres of uphill 
climbing and 4.000 metres of 
downhill skiing. Spectators 
and well-wishers spend the 
night of April 30 in he Swiss 
Alpine Club Cabane Mont 
Fbrt, drinking to their 
favourites. 

Then they hike up to 
Rosabianche era skis to watch 
he first race teams toiling up 
he cruel Col de MourtL 
Blazing hot sunshine at. more 
than 3,000 metres,: cowbells 
told more cups of the add 
white Pendant wine make for 
a final blast that should cany 
you over to next season. ’ ■- 
• Zermatt tourist office: 0041 
279 670181. 



Verifier: more regions added ; . 
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In Hull, Stephen McClarence traces 
the steps of a bard and balladeer and 
finds relief in Edwardian splendour 


T he lace camisoles are 
a delight. The snag- 
resistant towelling 
bathrobes are, in 
their homely way, quite stun¬ 
ning. But the first Marks & 
Spencer ladies' lingerie de¬ 
partment to be celebrated in 
verse is an odd place for a 
literary pilgrimage. 

Mind you, Hull, at first 
glance, seems an odd place for 
a pilgrimage of any kind. 
Thanks partly to Philip Larkin 
— poet of provincial melan¬ 
choly and the reason we Ye 
eyeballing camisoles in MAS 
— its name unavoidably sug¬ 
gests fog-bound glumness. 
Larkin, Hull University’s li¬ 
brarian for 30 years, thought 
Hull “a place where only 
salesmen and relations come". 

Not any more. Nor if Hull 
can help it The city — once 
England's leading seaport 
now famed for its ferries to 
Europe — has launched an 
ambitious campaign to spruce 
up its image and attract visi¬ 
tors. There is everything to 
pby far. 

“Our research has told us 
that many people have no 
image at all of Hull," admits 
Jonathan Levy of CityVision. a 
private-public sector partner¬ 
ship with a whiff of civic 
evangelism about it. 

"The news agenda tends to 
be fish, crime, John Prescott — 
he's MP for Hull East — and 
obscure things like the Docks 
Labour Scheme. There's linle 
awareness of other things.” 

Other things like die regen¬ 
erated marina, the shops, the 
museums and galleries — and, 
further down the whimsy list, 
award-winning public loos, 
the David Whitfield Museum 
and a Sea Shanty Festival 
featuring the Battle nf Trafal¬ 
gar recreated by two actors. 

“Were quite a well-kept 
secret,” says Rue Allen, Hull 
Council's head of tourism. 


A ll the same, 90.000 
visitors passed 
through the doors of 
the city’s tourist in¬ 
formation centre two years 
ago. A third were from abroad 
— mostly Holland. Belgium 
and Germany. And this year, 
says Allen, they’re on course 
for IhO.000. 

Tourism in Hull? Sexy 
weekend breaks by the Hum¬ 
ber Estuary? The image-spin¬ 
ners nod without an iota of 
irony. Come and see, they say. 

The most scene-setting way 
to do so is on the train, along 
the top of the Humber. Ir gives 
a startling sense of Hull's 
remoteness, out an a limb of 
East Yorkshire, low and fiat 
and on the way to nowhere 
except other countries. 
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On foggy days, first impres¬ 
sions aren't encouraging. The 
seagulls hunch an the estuary 
mud like strikers on a picket 
line. A grey horizon separates 
grey sea from grey sky. People 
button up warm. 

But on a fine, crisp, winter's 
day. the sunlight can be daz¬ 
zling and the sense of open 
space exhilarating. The light 
glints on the water and gives it 
a mother-of-pearl sheen. The 
skies are huge, the Humber 
Bridge looms like a mirage, 
gulls swoop and the only 
people you see for mile after 
mile are dog-walkers. 

Hull's Paragon Station is 
very much the end of the line. 
Its great arching canopies 
swallow trains like a whale 
swallowing sailors. 

The station, with a barber's 
booth offering bee massage 
and diy shampoos, is the 
starting point for the Philip 
Larkin Trail. Hull has had 
other poets—Andrew Marvell 
and Stevie Smith were bom 
here, Douglas Dunn and An- 


Between the 
Register Office 
and the Artificial 
Limb Unit is the 
David Whitfield 
Memorial Garden 


drew Motion have lived here 
— but only Larkin has his own 
trail. 

It takes in a foot-slogging 44 
places where he lived and 
worked. Stop No 9 is his 
favourite Chinese restaurant 
(New Hoi Sun; three-course 
lunch: £4.80; prawn cocktail El 
extra). Stop No 7: the White 
Hart pub, where he played his 
Pee Wee Russell records to the 
Hull Jazz Record Society. 

The trail's author. Jean 
Hartley, a former college lec- 
turer. was a friend of Larkin's 
for 30 years and. with her ex- 
husband George, his publish¬ 
er in the 1950s. “At first he 
seemed very formal and formi¬ 
dable," she recalls. “His posh 
voice was very intimidating. 
But it was partly nervousness. 
When he went to railway 
stations as a young man. he 
used to write the name of the 
station he wanted to go to on a 
piece of paper and hand it to 
the booking clerk, rather than 
speak to him." 

Later, in the 19b0s, he was 
intrigued by the Marks & 
Spencer carrier bags his staff 
used to bring back to the 




Hie Kerens Art Gallery: stylish and friendly, with a rotunda gallery almost casually packed with paintings by Wyndham Lewis, William Roberts and 


Paul Nash 


library after lunch. He went to 
the store (Stop No 4) to 
investigate, rooted round the 
counters stacked with mach¬ 
ine-embroidered nighties, and 
wrote ruefully about die Bri- 
Nyion baby-dolls and summer 
casuals in this “large cool store 
selling cheap dothes". 

Near M&S — more 
upmarket these days — is the 
start of the Fish Pavement a 
piece of dvic art at its mast 
imaginative. Flagship stuff, 
this. “WeVe packaged the Hull 
product around it" says Mr 
Allen from Tourism. 

Three dozen carvings of fish 
once regularly caught in 
Hull'S waters — turbot white- 
bait gurnard, lumpsucker, 
zander — are embedded in 
pavements and walls. They 
start with a shoal of bronze 
anchovies splaying out from 
the tourist information centre 
and lead a trail round the old 
town, the focus of the annual 
Sea Shanty Festival, held ev¬ 
ery September (if you have a 
beard, wear it). 

The old town is a pleasant 
area with an air of bustling 
revival. Its marina bristles 
with boats called Shenando¬ 
ah. Dawn Bird and First Lave. 
Wine bars and restaurants 
line cobbled alleys. There are 
warehouses, trim colour¬ 
washed Georgian town 
houses, a street called The 
Land of Green Ginger, a 
Victorian arcade painted as 
pink-and-white as nougat... 
and the Edwardian public loos 
alongside Victoria Pier. 

They are among Hull’s un¬ 
sung tourist attractions, little 
temples of sanitation, palaces 
of cream porcelain, and 1996 
winners of the national Gold¬ 
en Loo Brush Awards. 

The brass pipes are mirror- 
polished. the An Nouveau 
scrollwork immaculately 
painted. The ported palms and 
hanging baskets of geraniums 
make them look more like 
conservatories than lavatories. 

“People come from all over 
the world — Canada. America. 
Japan," says relief attendant 
John Harrison. "A few months 
ago. we had four coachloads of 
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Qj$pqDavid: a museum, street; garden and maternity ward honour the 1990s crooner 


HULL FACT FILE 


■ Hull has good rail links to Doncaster, which is on the 
London-Edinburgh main line. A saver return from 
Doncaster to Huff, valid for one month, costs £14JO; you 
must travel after 930am. Details: 0345484950. By road, 
take the M62. then the .*43. 

■ Hotels; Forte Posthouse. Hull Marina (014442 225221) 
has rooms at £89 (single or double) room-only. Quality 
Royal Hotel, Ferensway (01482 325087) charges from 
£6635 single, £8025 double, room-only. 

■ Food: Minerva Hotel, Nelson Street (01482 326909) has 
an excellent, wide-ranging menu every lunchtime and 
Mon-Thurs evenings. Good fish and chip lunches from 
Bob Carver’s Fish Restaurant, Trinity House Lane (DI482 
226660). 

■ Ferens Art Gallery & Maritime Museum (01482 
613902): open Mon-Sat 10-5; Sun 130430. Admission £1. 

■ David Whitfield Museum. 122 Foredyke Avenue, 
Stooefeny. HuIL Admission free, but by appointment 
only. Ring 01482 831570. 

■ Philip Larkin trail—in Philip Larkin's Hull and East 
Yorkshire by Jean Hartley (£3.95). Available post-free 
from die publishers, Hutton Press. 130 Canada Drive, 
Cherry Burton, Beverley. East Yorkshire (01964 550573). 

■ Hull Tourist reformation Centre, 1 Paragon Street, 
Hull (01482 223559). 


Guinness workers and their 
wives come to have a look." 

More mainstream tourist 
attractions are just round the 
comer. Holy Trinity Church, 
the biggest parish church in 
England, is built on a cathe¬ 
dral-like scale. Seagulls circle 
its tower, whose chiming dock 
is one of 700 wound by Hun's 
Civic Clock. Custodian. Down¬ 
stairs, a stock clearance sale is 
offering prayer cards in Dutch 
at knockdown prices — 20p 
down to IOp. 

Step outside, over the grave¬ 
stone of Nathaniel Boddy, and 
turn right and left, noting the 
Fish Pavement mackerel, to 
the Ferens Art Gallery — 
stylish and friendly, with a 
rotunda gallery almost casual¬ 
ly packed with paintings by 
Wyndham Lewis. W illiam 
Roberts and Paul Nash. 

Across the square is the 
Maritime Museum, with a 
whaling galleiy dominated by 
the 40ft skeleton of a Southern 
Right Whale (it was called a 
"Right Whale", says a caption, 
because it was the right one to 
catch). The displays show the 
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Lavatorial luxury: temples of sanitation that won fee national Golden Too Brush Awards 


commercial versatility of 
whale parts, including a crib- 
bage beard made from a 
jawbone. Whale calls shriek 
around the gallery. 

It's now late afternoon and 
choices must be made. The 


William WOberforre Muse¬ 
um, dedicated to Hull’s slave- 
abolishing son? Or the David 
Whitfield Museum, dedicated 
to the Hull-born Fifties croon¬ 
er? No contest. 

Whitfield (1926-80). famed 


for his hit single Cara Mia, is 
widely commemorated across 
the city. There’s a David 
Whitfield Close, a David 
Whitfield Maternity Ward, a 
David Whitfield Memorial 
Garden — a pocket patch of 


pink roses next to the dual 
carriageway, between the Reg¬ 
ister Office and the Artificial 
Limb Unit. 

But he’s most spectacularly 
remembered at Bill Wilkins's 
bungalow. Bill is membership 
secretary of the DW Apprecia¬ 
tion Society (240 members) 
and has built a museum in a 
garage extension around the 
back. It’s a shrine to a singer 
Bill describes as "like Josef 
Locke — only better." 

Scattered among 300 
pinned-up photos are theatre 
bills (“Top billing at the Chis¬ 
wick Empire over Morecambe 
and Wise"), car number plates 
(DW I00J and an unexpected 
range of Whitfield's bathroom 
accessories — lino floor, two 
wash basins (pink and grey), 
toothbrush hoIder.“Laok. 
here’s a fragment of his cur¬ 
tains," says Bill. "And we’ve 
had a star named after him — 
the David Whitfield Star." 

. He puts Cana Mia on the 
stereo and Whitfield’s high 
tenor voice soars over the neat 
back gardens. It is a moment 
of pure Hull. 


Hit film’s bare facts boost Sheffield 



On the terraces: The putt Monty focused on scenes of urban decay 


COME to Monty land. Gasp at the 
male strippers. Gawp at the red 
satin G-strings. Shout “Gerrem off!" 
and see if they do. And then hit the 
derelict steelworks trail. 

ft hasn’t happened yet, bur it 
could. 77ie Full Monty, with its 
dancing dole queues and bleak 
urban decay, has had some unlikely 
tourist spin-ofis for Sheffield. 

Shot on location in the diy. ifs the 
most successful British film of all 
time. It has made Sheffield famous 
throughout the world for something 
other than sled (still made there) 
and world snooker (still played 
there). But not everyone is happy 
with all this attention. Some 
Sheffielders feel the Em’s grim 
setting is harming the city's image 
and nanding Northern stereotypes 
to Southern audiences on a grubby, 
ketchup-stained plate. 

"People always say what a horri¬ 
ble place Sheffield looks in the film." 
says Lee ffimaru assistant manager 


at the Warner Village Cinema in the 
Meadowhali shopping complex two 
miles from the dty centre. "People I 
talk to in the South say, ’I’m not 
coining up there. It lodes disgusting. 
All that poverty’." 

"I accept that The Full Monty 
makes Sheffield look grotty," says 
Jon pyie, head of COmmunica turns ai 
Destination Sheffield, the city's tour¬ 
ism promotion bureau., "But that*s 
not die most important thing.'’ 

The film, he says, has generated 
enormous tourist potential by a 
curiously roundabout route. “Jour¬ 
nalists are asking'Is Sheffield really 
as grotty as it looks?*, so we invite 
them here and show them the 
exriting things that are happening." 
He takes them to the city's interna¬ 
tional-standard swimming pool and 
its Ski Village — cm a hillside once 
dominated by terraced houses. 

He shows them the developing 
National Centre for Popular Music, 
pan of an ever-expanding youth- 


and-media culture. He points cut 
that the R»ak District — with some 
of England's most dramatic land¬ 
scape — starts just five miles from 
the dty centre. 

“The film has got people talking 
■about Sheffield to an oxen£ that no 
amount of paid-for advertising 
could have done," he says. Tt*s been 
positive in a way that nobody could 
have predicted ” 

But has it proved a big boost to 
tourism? Coachloads of Japanese 
tourists..en route from Stratford to 
York? Too early to say, says Jot Pyle 
— “but we're ready four tire coach 
parties — even though I don't think 
weYe going to set up Montyiand. or 
a Full Monty trafl.” 

A pity. Tourists could join the 
screaming women af one of foe male 
strip shows ran by Dave Bacon’s 
agency Prime Cuts, so called 
“because the boys are best meat”. 

Stephen McClarence 
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AT 231 HOTELS ACROSS EUROPE 
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The first Qantas flight from Sydney to London, 50 years ago this week, took an exhausting 94 hours, reports Steve Keenan 
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The Constellation’s take-off launched Qantas as a leading airline 


Strewth, 
we’ve come 
a long way 


N 


THE 3^ passenger, 
who flew the first 
Qantas service from 
Sydney to London 

_ half a century ago 

would be able to 
make 12 return journeys for the 
1997 equivalent of the price they 
paid in 19-17. 

While flying has indeed shrunk 
the world — the journey took four 
days back then — the cost of flying 
has also shrunk proportionately. 

Those first Qantas passengers 
paid £525 to accompany 11 crew. 
34.000 lepers and one ton of food 
parcels (including 500 Christmas 
plum puddings) to postwar Britain. 
The country was suffering a dread¬ 
ful winter, made worse bv a 
chronic fuel shortage, and the food 
parcel gesture was'typical of Aus¬ 
tralian regard for what many, in 


those days, saw as the mother 
country. The airfare, at a time 
when the average weekly wage in 
Australia was just E7. was equiva¬ 
lent to the cost of an average house 
Down Under. Given inflation dur¬ 
ing the past 50 years of more than 
2.000 per cent, a 1947 return on the 
Kangaroo route would top Eil.lUO 
at today's prices. 

The flights were so expensive 
because the Constellation aircraft 
cost about £500,000 to make, it was 
considerably slower than any of 
today's jets, so its overheads per 
passenger were high. 

The price of a standard economy 
return with Qantas today is £S49. 
while this week charter operator 
Austravel was offering rock-bottom 
returns to Australia of just £299. 

The pioneering passengers 
landed in London aboard the new 



Passengers aboard the maiden flight paid £525 each, equivalent to the cost of a house; they shared the plane with 500 C hris tmas puddings to sustain postwar Britain 


Qantas aircraft on December 5. 
1947. after a 12,000-mile journey 
lasting 94 hours. 

The' marathon trip took in Syd¬ 
ney. Darwin. Singapore (overnight 
stop), Calcutta. Karachi (over¬ 
night), Cairo (overnight) and Trip¬ 
oli. Air/ground links were via radio 
and Morse code, with three pilots, 
two flight engineers, a navigator 


and a radio officer on board. Three 
stewards — there were no 
stewardesses then — served a 
choice of fish, chicken or beef. 
Meals were f rozen and shipped to 
airports en route. 

Qantas carried Australian wines 
from the start. But after one trip, 
Richard Casey, the Australian 
Minister for External Affairs, com¬ 


plained that there was no French 
cellar. One advanced feature of the 
Constellation was bunk beds — 
which Qantas plans to reintroduce 
on flights next year. 

Thar flight marked the postwar 
beginnings of Qantas as a leading 
airline. Within a few years it 
became one of the ten biggest air 
carriers in the world. 


Today's 747-400 aircraft carry¬ 
ing 400 passengers, can fly non¬ 
stop in 20 hours, although’ 
commercial services stop over in 
the Far East, adding three hours to 
the journey time. If a Constellation 
and a 747-400 left Sydney at die 
same time, the 747 would be 
landing in London as the Constella¬ 
tion reached Bangkok. 


The departure of the Constel¬ 
lation chi December i . 1947. was the 
first ail-Qanras service to Britain 
after the airline’s partnership with 
Imperial Airways, a forerunner of 
British Airways! dissolved; • 
Ironically, Qantas and BA are 
now partners again, flying SO 
services a week between Britain 
and Australia. ■ 


The Christmas escape 

The Caribbean looks very 
tempting, says Steve Keenan 


HOLIDAYMAKERS wanting 
to get away from the pressures 
of Christmas are clamouring 
to spend a week or two on 
Caribbean beaches. The 
growth in charter flights to 
Cuba and the Dominican 
Republic has fuelled demand 
for a more exotic Christmas 
than the traditional resorts in 
the Canary Islands. 

Two High Street travel 
agents. Going Places and 
Lunn Poly, this week identi¬ 
fied the Caribbean as the place 
to be this Christmas, with 
Goins Places reporting sales 
third only ro the Canaries and 
mainland Spain. 

And independent agents are 
reporting similar demand. 
Andy Szepierwoski. manager 
of central London agency 
Avant-Garde Travel, said: 
“Cuba and the Dominican 
Republic have taken off. 
People are being more adven¬ 
turous and their budgets have 
increased. The Caribbean is 
good value and they are 
choosing to fly further rather 
than spend £600 for a last- 
minute Christmas break to 
Tenerife " More than 3.5 mil- 


TOP TEN FOR 

WINTER SUN 


Canary Islands 
Mainland Spain 
Caribbean 
Florida 
France 

Balearic Islands 
Portugal 
Cyprus 

North-west Africa 
Italy 

Source: Going Places 


lion people took a winter sun 
or slaing holiday last year, up 
from three million in 1995/96. 
And sales this winter are 
running at a further 18 per 
cent increase, according to 
Thomas Cook, precipitating a 
new record. 

The Caribbean ranks fifth 
with Thomas Cook. And sales 
to its biggest rivals, the Can¬ 
aries. Spain. Florida and 
France, are up by 19 per cent 
or more. 

People pay an average £440 
ro escape the winter blues in 
Britain, with Spain account¬ 
ing for half the market. Bur the 


biggest jump in demand is in 
holidays to rhe Caribbean and 
Florida, which reflects Brit¬ 
ons’ flourishing taste for exotic 
winter getaways. 

The Dominican Republic 
now accounts for half of the 
total market for all-indusive 
holidays. Cuba. Barbados. Ja¬ 
maica and Si Lucia are the 
next most popular destina¬ 
tions in the Caribbean. 

Mexico has also doubled its 
numbers, with Hong Kong, 
Vietnam and India — the 
resort of Goa in particular — 
ail showing sharp increases. 
The number of Britons flying 


to Australia has also increased 
by 10 percent to 380,000 in the 
last year. “The difference in 
price between a reasonable 
hotel in the Canaries and one 
in Goa is dosing all the time,” 
said Mike Beaumont, head of 
commercial activity at Thom¬ 
as Cook. 

• Customers flocking to the 
shops in January to buy 
summer holidays will see a 
new name on the high streets: 
Worldchoice. Some 800 agen- 
des, induding around 400 in 
the AT Mays chain, dedded 
this week to adopt the name. 
Independent agencies will add 
"Worldchoice” to their existing 
name, and AT Mays branches 
will be known as Carlson 
Worldchoice, named after the 
group's American owners.- 



□ Heading for the Frisco 
Bay? British Airways Holi¬ 
days (0990 224224) is offering 
a seven-night fly-drive from 
£349 per person. With depar¬ 
tures every day this week until 
Friday from Heathrow to San 
Francisco, the price includes 
airport taxes and third-party 
liability car insurance. 

□ Catch up with Santa in 
Sweden. Travelscene (0181-427 
4445) is offering three nights' 
B&B at one of Stockholm's six 
Scandic Hotels and a day trip 
to Santaworid, including a 
buffet and the “Waiting for 
Santa" show. Return flights 
from Heathrow, leaving on 
Thursday, transfers and taxes 
are also included in the price 
which starts at £595 for adults 
and £350 for under-I2s. 

□ Feeling pale? Take advan¬ 
tage of Last Stop Holiday 
Shop’s (0541 503400) Cyprus 
offers. Departing on Wednes¬ 
day from Luton, seven nights’ 
seif-catering accommodation, 
allocated on arrival, costs 
from £99 per person, based on 
four sharing. induding 
flights, tax and transfers, or 
£119 per person, based on two 
sharing, departing on Sunday 
from Manchester. 

□ If bracing country air ap¬ 
peals, head for Wood Hall 
(01937 587271) in Wetherby, 
West Yorkshire, where badger 
watching, fishing, hawking, 
shooting and guided walks are 
on offer. Dinner, bed and 
breakfast costs £85 per person 
per night, based on a mini¬ 
mum two-night stay: activities 
cost extra, and must be ar¬ 
ranged in advance. 



Guaranteed sun and cheaper prices have boosted the Caribbean's popularity 


Protests have forced Brazil to shelve plans for a 400 per cent increase in departure tax 


BRAZIL has been forced to 
^consider a decision to in¬ 
crease iis departure tax from 
£12 to £60 following com¬ 
plaints that it would amount 
to a tourist “rip-off". Tom 
Chesshvre writes . 

The tax was due to rake 
effect next month, but the 
Brazilian Tourist Office now 
says it is unlikely that foreign 
tourists will be charged. Bra¬ 
zilian nationals will, however, 
have to pay the tax. 

Although a final derision 


Austria Italy 
Slovenia 



Time to back down in Rio 


has yet to be made, tour 
operators are claiming an 
important victory against a 
worldwide trend of rising 
departure taxes and visa 
prices. For example, Britain 
has recently doubled Air Pas¬ 
senger Duty to £10 on flights 
to European countries and £20 
for long-haul destinations, 
and Kenya has just introduced 
a £35 visa fee. 

“The Brazil tax increase 
represented a 400 per cent rise 
and would have clobbered 
tourists,” said Brian Williams, 
director of Journey Latin 
America, which specialises in 
holidays to Brazil “Taxes and 
visa charges have been in¬ 
creasing dramatically across 
the world over the past four 

t 


years, so we are glad that it 
seems as though a country has 
finally seen sense.” 

This week the Brazilian 
Tourist Office — which has 
acted as a go-between for 
operators and v the Govern¬ 
ment— admitted that the £60 
charge would have been "to¬ 
tally outrageous". 

A spokesman, who pre¬ 
dicted that the increase could 
have reduced the number of 
foreign visitors by as much as 
60 per cent, said: “We are 
trying to attract tourists, not 
put them off. The Government 
has now heard The arguments 
against the tax rise and all the 
indications are that it will not 
apply to tourists." 

Tour operators hope that 


COSTLY 

VISAS 


Ethiopia - £44 
Bangladesh - £40 
Pakistan-£40 
Vietnam - £40 
Kenja-OS 
Oman- £30 
Jordan- £27 
China-£25 

India-£19 
Egypt - EI5 

Source: Passport Service 


the U-turn will send a warn¬ 
ing signal to other countries 
considering increasing tourist 
entry and departure charges. 

The Association of British 


Travel Agents (ABTA), which 
represents both operators and 
agents, said: “It’s important 
that we fight these increases. 
British tourists spend millions 
of pounds abroad each year, 
so we have a strong bargain¬ 
ing position." 

The worldwide surge in visa 
and departure taxes is com¬ 
pounded by local hotel, sales 
and other taxes that can 
increase the cost of travel 
alarmingly. 

Last month. Kenya intro¬ 
duced a stiff new charge: a £35 
entry visa. The Kenyan High 
Commission argues that this 
was a fair response to Britain's 
decision last year to bring in a 
£33 visa for Kenyans visiting 
Britain. 

S' 


FLYING VISITS 


Departures: Mtmday Dece mb er 8 to Saturda y December 13,1997. 
j Lowest available published ferns for return trawL . 


1 Route 

Pronwfkma* Fa/e 

Ftaxibto F*** 1 

London - "■ 

from £58 easy Jet 

£199 TmnsavJa 

Amstuxbun 

. (en-Luton) , 

. (ecCatwIdO - 

London - ‘ 

' £99mw/£129we AB Airlines 

£398AB Airlines 

Borfin 

(ex-GsMch) 

. (ax-GarwfckJ 

London - 

from £108 Debonair 

from £138 Debonair" 

Copenhagen 

(evtuton) 

(ex-Luton) 




London - ' 

from £53 easyfet 

£198 BA 

Obugow . 

(CDKXltOfl) . : . 

(ex-He^hrow/Gatwlch) 

. London-. 

hum £118 Deborah 1 • 

tain £138 Debonair. 

Munich 

- {ocrLytorO ' 

(ex-Luton) . ii 

London- . 


£844 BA •.. • 

RewVwfc 

v fe-Heattutw/Gatwick) 

(ox-Heatorciw/Gatwnck) 

London- 

-. £3G8nw/£399m 8A 

£992 BA ■ 

Orfando 

(e^Gatwick). 

{ex-Gatvncty 

London-... 

' £98nW£110weBA 

£2398A . 

■Parts .. : 

. (ex-Haathravv/GatwIcfc) . 

(ex-Haatbmn^GBBirickl 

London -. 

from £148 Debonair 

. from £178 Debonair - 

Bom® 

flsxiuton) .. 

(ex-Luton) . ; ." 

Manchester- 

- £3056A . . ■ 

£254 BA 


Shannon ■ 


Afaftnetatopbam numbers •_ . 

I ABAMUhw0345464748 
!' -Blftfsh Airways [HA} 0345 222111 
j- Debw»k05pdjl4®D0.-• ... . 
, <M*yJfitD99a 292929 ... J- _. \ 

} Notes ' 


j * nw-m k twe el g wwweHBld." ' ’* >■ 

: * Prices stem In the Jeft$andoolunwBffi the tawe& publish^ excursion feres. . 

! Prices sfKwm In die rlgbr-riand column aw tbe-lowest 8*a#abteflerfbte faros wMcf» j 
l OO r*X require a Soturrid/ntghtRtay and wtticii. In many oases, slow ctaangss or .* 
ranoeltotion wUJiout pbnalf* In at) case* you are advised jo el>o<* tto msWcttons. 

i ifarv.whanbooMng. , ,* „ v . 

l.'Ava&toitytonrtgusrarflBadL- ; •• •*. ' ' 

;* Fare* shorn do mttndudeiu^ appBcaMa tares or security fees. . i 


□ Avoid the Christmas 
crowds and do your Christ¬ 
mas shopping in IstanbuL 
Treasures of Turkey (0171-494 
2292) is offering three nights' 
B&B at the Hotel Hali, in the 
central Sultan Ahmet area, 
from £169 per person includ¬ 
ing a half-day sightseeing 
tour, return flights, transfers 
and airport taxes, leaving on 
Tuesday from Gatwick. A 
four-night trip leaving 
Gatwick on Friday costs from 
£189 per person. 


L Tnwwrfa01293596650 . 


□ See Gaud 1*5 flamboyant 
work m Barcelona with Sov¬ 
ereign Cities (0990 768373). 
Two nights’ B&B at the Hotel 
Caialuna, which is located just 
off the famous La Rambla, 
costs from £292 per person, 
including return (lights and 
taxes bit not transfers. De¬ 
partures are every day this 
week from Gatwick, Heath¬ 
row, Birmingham. Bristol or 
Manchester. 


Choose 

your 

virtual 

holiday 

CHILDREN versed Sir com¬ 
puters will soon be able to 
guide their parents around the 
first summer holiday bro¬ 
chure on CD. writes Steve 
Keenan. 

Eurocamp is to launch its 
main camping and mobile 
home brochure on CD on 
December 22. Only. Virgin 
Holidays* ski brochure has 
previously appeared in the 
same format. According to 
marketing director Marie 
Hammerton. nearly half of 
Eurocamp’s 100,000 custom¬ 
ers are families who own 
personal computers with CD 
facilities at home. 

The. brochure will allow 
home browsers to take virtual 
walks around a mobile home 
and view stills of the sites. 
Video dips will follow. 

It also allows people to price 
their own holiday, combining 
the site price with variables 
such as ferry 1 fares, stop-over 
hotels or Disneyland tickets. 
Theoretically, the CD could 
replace holiday brochures. 
With CDs costing roughly 30p 
eachto produce and brochures 
more than El. tour operators 
as well as conservationists 
would be happy. 

But in its fist year. 
Eurocamp is producing just 
30,000 free CDs and 200.000 
brochures (01565 626262). 

Fruitful 

ferry 

crossing 

A CARGO Terry, carrying 
Christmas fruit and veg from 
Spain to British supermarkets 
will also, be used po cany 
passengers this winter. SrevC 
Keenan writes. 

Brittany Ferries is offering 

Space to 200holidaymakers on 

the Batfleur, which will oper¬ 
ate weekly between Pboleand 
Santander until Mardi. The 
ship replaces the Val de Loire. 

Although the forty will be 
taking 65 trucks of satoumas 
to the UK, holidaymakers will 
have en suite cabins, two 
restaurants, bar, cinema and 
duty-free sWjsl Fares start at 
£213 return for a car and two 
passengers. 

. The only change to forty 
schedules this winter, is the 
.axing of the RamsgateDon' 
kirk route by Hblymaa Salty. 
femes. It now operates-onty. 
the Ramsgaie-Ostend route. ; • 


Joanna Hunter 



The statue of Christ tin, Mount Ctircovado in Rio 
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JILL CRAWSHAW’S 

TRAVEL TIPS 


ROBERT HABDjjG 


Go bananas 
at sea 

CONVENTIONAL, cruise coin- 
.I^s - have au ^ for JJ££ 

. may n ot even: be quoted m flip 
Singles are fobbed off 
rwith- phrases such as “prices are 
*£t“ TVP’xt- T&shquM 
“*5® alarm bells ringing as most 
;n^em Uners have only doubly 
jahms, - ^* hefty, charges for 
smgre occupant^. 

- T^argo-boat cruises, however, 

w^passengersarethefinandal 

. ifiing on the cake rather than the 
rmson d'etre, rarefy 'carry sndi> 
punitive extras; the passenge¬ 
rs 0 ship journeys of Strand 
■Vqyagps (QI71-S36 6363) cany no 
.^“Pptements at alt others levy 
wily small extra charges. 

■ Var example, an exotic IlCkJay 
.round-trip to the South Pacific 
train Dunkirk, with 18 ports of 
. caH,. will cost each of the ten 
. passengers £7.785. 

A nd oa the ryffes banana boat 
run from Portsmouth to Suriname 
-• and Guyana, six passengers will 
pay £1,980 each for the 38-day 
-.round trip. The same trip, at the 
same 'price, is also' available' 
feughPyffcs'agents, Cargo Ship 
Voyages pi473 736265). 



Cargo ship cruise; tnvddK 
world on a banana boat 


WHEN it comes to tour operators. 
gflgfc have to surf die 

brochures to.find supplement-free 
departures — and even these are 
often hedged in with “limited 
availab3hy conditions or off¬ 
season dates. 

Ixmg-haul specialist Kuoru (bro- 
chtzre reqoestjSne: 07000 458664) 
states dearly Aat almost 70 of its 
hotels offer special dais for sin¬ 
gles, although the number- of 
single rooms is limited. At Ari 
Beach, the escapist "no shoes" 
island in the Maldives, singles, pay 
jk> supplements from Apnl 13 to 
November ' l*(fhe rainy season 
starts in June a nd^a^ a n until 

indudi^Lghts costs'from £649. 
extra nights, from £22. V . 

Vii^n. Holidays (01293 562944) 
offers- a small. collection Qf hotels 
irijOriahdo, J^azoi and Key West, 
with prices from. £449 which 
covers flights, car hire (excluding 
insuia^imdia^.artransfax 
and sevth □ig^ts' hotel accncnmo-: 
daSxtofrx^Mmmefc.' 

Singfes;«vhp-fancy playing 'die 
Lone Ranger/cm alscf take a 
holiday on a dude ranch (riding 
‘but with after; activities and 
entertainments), dr pn a working 
ranch with, qpp^tunhies to. help, 
with branding, cattle round-ups; 
and fence mending. The Spanish 
Springs Guest Ranch and the Jim 
Marr Working ’Ranch, bodi in 
Cafiforraa^ mst from £1350 for two’ 
weeks with flights and meals, but 
without air hire. :• 

&i kSrB^psogrannne Journeys 
of Discovery, Abercrombie & Kent 
(0171-730L9600)- offers 13 escorted 
tours hr.Africa, Egypt, Syria, 
Jordan .and LocBa. Groups are 
Bruited to 18. Wift single places at 
no extra cost If you book early 
enough, you shnu]d be able tobag 
a tent for yourself on the nine - 
nigbt Classic .Tented safari to 
Kenya. visiting Samburu, Mount 
Kenya and Masai Mara. Prices 
start at £1398, hidudHig flights 
and most meals..--. 

■ IF YOUhave no tine to 
travd with. Travel 
CompaiHonswSD arrange 
faSro dg dMmto pro qjc c l fo 
sharers. TBe service isforpe^e 
aged 25 to75^md costs £50. Send 
an SAE to: 110 High Mount 
Station Road. London NW4 3ST 
(0181-202 842$). . 



Ride'em 


cowboy: single travellers will not be lonely on a working ranch in the USA, with the chance to help with branding, cattle round-ups and fence mending 


Single minded 

*WE HAVE sexism, racism and 
goodness knows what other-isms 
— what about singleismT asks 
Jean Jewell, who founded the 
Single Travellers Actum Group 
(STAG) three years ago, having 
experienced the discriminatory 
treatment meted out to lone travel¬ 
lers after the death of her husband. 

Now the group has 3,000 mem¬ 
bers who receive three newsletters 
a year with information on four 
operators, hotels and ‘organis¬ 
ations whidi give discounts -or 
have special arrangements" for 
singles. In co-operation wift Saga 
Hobdays, STAG also organises its 
own trips: a week’s full-board in 
Playa de Palma in Majorca next 
Apnl will cost £409 induding 
flights and three excursions. 

For-more information, send an- 
SAE to: Single Travellers Action 
Group, Church Lane. Sham- 
brook. Bedford MK441HR. 


NEAL'S YARD Agemyfor 
■■ Personal Development 
(07000783 704), although not 
ewdnsrvdyfbr singles, does 
manage to attract a large 
number on its holistic holidays — 
and in order to avoid single 
supplements, guests are 
encouraged to share rooms. 
Nearly everyone arrives alone at 
Atsitsa, the Skyros Holidays 
Centre on the Greek islan d of 
that name, but the agency claims 
that (he different activities — 
yoga, dance, creative writing and 
windsurfing—and fee 
community atmosphere make it 
easy to find friends. Prices start 
at £495 for two weeks’ full-board 
and six activities, excluding 
flights. Hie season runs from 
May to October. 

At Hnzor Vadisi in southwest 
Turkey, there are courses in 
massage, tai ji or yoga, or you 
can relax and do your own thing. 
The price of £325 includes a 
week's fa:* board, course fees 


and shared accommodation in a 
yurt (a traditional-style nomadic 
hut) bat no ffi^ilSL Without the 
courses the cost is £265. Single 
occupancy of a yurt will cost an 
extra £50. 

Card parties 
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THE over-50s spe¬ 
cialist Saga (0800 
300500) organises 
house-party type 
holidays for single 
people in the UK 
and abroad where 
hosts organise games, quizzes, 
dances and excursions for groups 
of 20 to 50 people. There are also a 
number of special interest breaks 
including bridge, computer 
courses, dancing, gardens. Scrab¬ 
ble and walking. There are no 
single room supplements. 

Single holidaymakers who pre¬ 
fer to travel without the partying 
might prefer the less organised 
“singles-onty departures". For ex¬ 


ample, on a tour to Romania, 
visiting the Carpathian Moun¬ 
tains and Count Dracula’s castle, 
the weeks beginning April 18 and 
October 10 are reserved for single 
travellers. The cost is £449 and 
£459 respectively, for half-board 
and flights. 

■ FROM long weekends in 
Britain and golfing 
holidays in Spain to lours of 
Papua New Guinea, Solo's 
Holidays is Britain’s largest tour 
operator for single travellers 
(0181-9512800). For 1998. the age 
groups have been altered to 
reflect changing attitudes. The 
3049 group in the brochure 
becomes 28*55. and 5069 expands 
to 4569. A week's half-board in 
Rhodes, for example, which costs 
from E399 in May. rising to £529 
in August carries no single 
supplement A nine-day northern 
India tour in May costs £969 
sharing, £1,119 if you want a 
room to yourself. 


Time for action 

LASTING Impressions (0161-499 
3971) runs UK breaks “with a 
party spirit" for those aged 30 to 
65 and charges no single supple¬ 
ments. Many of the breaks are 
themed around wine-iasting, 
sport racing, jazz or rambling. 

A two-night Grand National 
break in April costs £159 for half¬ 
board accommodation with wine, 
tickets for Ain tree and evening 
entertainment. Acorn Activities 
(01432 830083} says that action, 
and lots of it, is the common 
denominator that bonds its singles 
groups of largely 35 to -45-year- 
olds. The firm offers a number of 
single holidays, all without supple¬ 
ments. Activity weeks based at 
Abergavenny in July and August 
include abseiling and climbing, 
mountain biking, pony-trekking 
and kayaking. They cost £495 for 
half-board hotel accommodation, 
instruction and picnic lunches. 


TO ADVERTISE CALL: 
01714811989 (TRADE} 


TRAVEL 


01714814000 (PRIVATE) 
FAX: 01714S19313 


AN EXCLl SIVE OFFER 


Tin yv times 


OVERSEAS TRAVEL 


Ski 



w England 



WALKING HOLIDAYS CAN BE AGONY 

Just think of K, they ghn you your Meets, a hotel voucher or two, some marked maps and you're oft At every unmarked path 
-I-ymcflon you md ihe partner haw a flght over vMch one lo taloe. most of the day you’re lost, and in the evening a farmhand brings 
you honw In his tractor at least that makes a story Naxt day. lo and behold, you repeet It aB. What tolly; when you could join a 
real hofctay with Ranstterx. We've been doing ft kx fifty years and reckon by now wa know how. A8 our hoSdays are escorted 
smal parite, you dort even have to brrig a map or think about the programme, lust be there a! the appointed time and our leader 
does iUL Poopte come back year alter year, because our hoBdays am 90 enjoyable. Some dents wrote recently that they thought 
about a! the wasted hoidays they had taken before toting Ramblers. Have you vested your hoHdayc?Tb get you on the road 
for ft real holiday, request our brochure. From a waking centre in the Lake District, throughout Europe. South Attca. the Americas. 
Australasia; Nepal and lots more. AI hoideys are graded. Probably the travel workfs most readable brochure and we're hardly 
ever beaten on price. Comfortable hotels, mostly scheduled tl£fe. Tty us, you wont reyatW Sfi/rz^iTi 


RAMBLERS HOUDAYS BOX, 43, WELWYN GARDEN, AL8 6PQ 
Tel:017Q7 331133 Fax:01707 333276 E-maH: ramhols@diaLpipex.corn 


EstabOshod 1946, 



Across Canada & the USA by Train 




itber 


in die heart of the beautiftfl Berkshire 
Mountains of Massachusetts 
jiminy Peak is a setfcaotahied resort 
with a modem lift system a nri flo odlit 
runs in miles of spectacu l a r terrain. 


—- m . 

levels. It boasts an eatensntesno w- 
m firing facility and dubs for chfldren 
aged 6 months to 12 years. 

_- * am fM/nr4v> r 


PRICE: . 

-*# RfSam^diafcikdBriti^AiiTvays 
flights from London or Manchester 
to New York • 

• Five-nigbls’ room-only accommodation 
at Jiminy Peak 

• One-night's roam-onfyaccomnu>dalion 
in the New York area .... 

• All transfers between hotels and airport 

• 436 day lift-pass and one nighfcslri pass 
~ Escorted by a Tour Manager 


~ 6 months ttl-t r rwnrnt Not inrfudedUKaifport departure fax trawtfrid 

Non-da«S can ergey uie rescttttCTOalent insurartxmealsand drinks. gratuities. Prices based 
facilities, explore the quaint villages with ontwo|x»pteriiaringatwm rocwj. 

theirwhite clapboard chunies and browse • smgfesnpptaM^ 

m the traditional stays. ■ r —-----— --— 

ACCOMODATION: The luxurious 
_ ._iwi, .‘e at fhp fhnt nf ft 


Jiminy Peak hotel is at the foot of the 
runs. Facilities include heated outdoor/ 
swimming pool three restaurants,, two ;; 

bars, health spa and sauna. 

SKI FACTS- Number of downhill runs: 
advanced H* intermediate h beginners 13- 
Of these, 18 runs are open every evening 

for night skiing. 


Fur hath* 


im mES/IKW EHQLANP «0 OTTER. 
LAWRENCE HOUSE, 45IMMSIRBET, 
BQHAM, SURREY, TW209BP 


NAME, 


I 

I ADORESS- 

I 


I POSTCODE-—-- ; 

I YcemaybeBentlurtlw (n&xnaUuncmoffeB I I J 

I and services vyrtcbmesfaetrflntereat'toyoa I I. 

I tfjoudoajt^tofWWpwepteeeelSckbCBt LJ 1 

L__—- 


lranS . 0 ^tlrtcm< 

Depart 1 "? El 990 

By »1««"» ™cure * 11 "» 

iss^sss- 

amiable. 


- From 


£1860 


Rail cruising across the continent 
from the comfort of a train 

Join one of our escorted, mcludve scenic holidays and travel 
from the east to the west coast Choose from Canada or USA and 
see the variety as you travel from east coast dties, to railing 
prairies, the majestic Rockies and finally the lush west coast and 
Pacific Ocean. 

THE TRAINS - Overnight sleepers & meals included 1 
Trans Canada: 

The Conation, the classic Trans Continental train. With 
observation dome. bar. lounge and restaurant this is the way 
to see Canada. 

Sooty Mouflbwnw. a 2-day journey through the 
spectacular Rockies traue&rng entirely by daylight. 

USA Coast to Coast: 

Travel on AMTRAITs Capitol Lnrnfe^ California Ztphyr and 
Southwest Chief. Modem double-deck superliner trains 
have a sightseer toungt bar, restaurant car and great 
views from the upper level 

We also run other rail holidays in North America, tours of 
South Africa and Austrafa by train and a comprehensive 
progra m me of rail holidays to Europe by Eurostar ft 
InteriSty trains. 

For pur brochure with details of aB holidays please 
telephone is oil- 


01904 679969 

We n Opar lor tdqtaK cafe hum 0MMM700 every day 
Great AabJoiimeyf Ltd »7t The Mown ■ Tort .TO? 2AX 






DETAILS CALL 01784 434 ■ 


CM A A G] \ G i i M E 


m&tz 






CHRISTMAS 
I\ THK sr\ 


Florid* & AB Over USA 
Canmcs. MaOn & Blir 
Ooa. Kerala. Gamiin A Sri Lmta 
CmlAeia A Far Em 
FUahBAfaedi/Af 


LUXURY 

VILLAS 

tit. Barbados 


01244 897 006 

MTAvrm *YOt j**i _ 


-(Christmas 

with 

CRUSADER 



I HOUDAYS FROM 
’ £289 


"Will things have changed 
by the time I turn the page?” 

The rhng aboa nan a. Cs never new tor long But UreOne. Die mufcn&fe 
rtormeecn aid m»nd arm. Ik the latest Shy hews jtowJb ne*a. 
«w»t and teenss stories from arowd (he «irld and mdUB (hem areund 
the do* as fay happen Whdi mean th< you « heat ifcnwtf ateay den. 

Try UatOa*md(he Mamet FCO. Cal 0800 111 210. 



efeaakaHjvOvB 


CHECK-IN 


Direct Travel Insurance 

for 10P QUALITY COVER ftliD VAEUE 


‘"•“S £95 S«»r 


A CrueHerdil (Moe Co. 
5—rWhanrrfd. W?«7 


BK'5 BEST 
5MCLE TOP 
MTE5 from 
IB. £6.60 
«U £14-25 
sn £10 JO 


mono 0 For instonl rover or qvtiolicn 

UI7U-3 9ersi-8pm Seven days o week 


MORE TRAVEL 
CONTINUES ON 
THE NEXT PAGE 
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TO ADVERTISE CAIL 
01714SI 1989fTRADEj 
0171481 *J00G{PRWATO 
FAX: 0171 ?S2 7824 



Because we think the world of you ... 


current best buys on the world's finest airlines 


led tnosi 


SYDNEY 

PERTH 

ms 

AUCKLAND 

BANGKOK 

HONGKONG 

SINGAPORE 

BALI 

BOKNG 

TOKYO 


on.' my «im 

Lon 

£355 £589 
£336 £591 
£385 £639 
£374 £679 
£249 £396 
£244 £375 
£299 £373 
£297 £434 
£188 £314 
E274 £456 


NEW YORK 

BOSTON 

CHICAGO 

FLORIDA 

LOS ANKLES 

SAN FRANCISCO 

DENVER 

TORONTO 

VANCOUVER 

LAS VEGAS 


**■* Rton 

tWM£151 
£126 £165 
£157 £191 
£175 £226 
£182 £226 
£182 £261 
£231 £231 
£175 £191 
£291 £291 
£226 £226 


MEXICO COY 
MHA 
JO'BURG 
CAPETOWN 
HARARE 
NAIROBI 
DUBAI 
CARIBBEAN 
GENEVA 
AROUND THE WORLD 


got (Of titan 

hem 

£251 £385 
£187 £329 
£264 £379 
£319 £585 
£325 £495 
£198 £329 
£185 £297 
£256 £256 
£89 £89 


TRAIL 



ER S >-4- 


Unequivocal protection against airline insol 


worldwide attention to detail 


THE TRAVEL E X P E « T S 


£777 


pjus discounted quality accommodation per room per night from 


USA SPECIALS 

ORLANDO fr £226 WASHINGTON fr £165 
SEATTLE fr £231 HONOLULU fr £393 

R—IJC?-J FARES EXC-LUDiKG TAXES, MUST 3Q0K SY 14 CECsT-iSES 

ALL INCLUSIVE CAR HIRE FROM £T52 PER WEEK, 

CALL NOW FOR OUR NEW TAlLORMADc NORTH AMERICA BROCHURE 


trawl, Tfaflfmdfirtfsyoar one stop 
travel shop. 

Traifimters offers more tow cost 
to more destinations 6aa 
anyone. Experts 1 b airfares since 
1970, we can taSoranake yoor wry 
own package wffli up to 65% discount 
in hotels aid car hire worldwide. 


AUSTRALIA £3S • USA £31 • AFRICA £31 - PACIFIC £40 • ASIA £27 
USA CAR HIRE FROM Eli PER DAY • CALL NOW FOR OUR TAfljORMADE WORLDWIDE AND NORTH AMERICA BROCHURES 


HOTS* 


V 


FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF THE 
TRAILFINuER MAGAZINE 
CALL 0171-533 3356 ANYTIME 


AT0L145S Itel ABDLS9701 


42-50 Earls Court Read 
Lung Haul Travel. 

194 Kensington High SlresI 
Long Haul Travel 
First & Business Class* 
216 Kensington High Street 
liarsallantic S European: 

22-24 The Priory Queensaray 
Worldwide Travel: 

48 Com Streel 
Worldwide Travel. 

254-284 SauchifiteH Street 
Worldwide Travel. 

58 Deansgaie 
Worldwide Travel. 
First & Business Class. 


UNISON VkS 6F? 

8171-93*3366. 

U»IDtttS?5?a& 

0171-9383933 

0171-9383444 

lokdomv^esd 

0171-9375400 

BfRIKBIGHMl E4 €3S 
8171-2381234 

BKsratgst 

0117-929 3008 
GLASGOW G2 3HH 
0141-353 2224 
MANCHESTER M3 2Fr 
0161-839 6969 - 
0161-8393434 


All our travel cenirs5.arc.spen Mon-Sat 3 -oa.t; • Tr.u.-i G-7pm • Sun 13-6pm 


Trailfinders does not impose charges on credit cards 


... people think the world of us ! 


I- 


:: .• v:.;La^5s 


Fly the 
real thing! 



■ ■ 


London Luton to 

Geneva 

So ”£59 

PalHGddoMbllorca 

^■£59 

Nice 

*"£49 

Amsterdam 

*"£39 

Barcelona 

*"£49 

Edinburgh 

*"£39 

Aberdeen 

*"£39 

Inverness 

*"£39 

Glasgow 

b ”£39 

Liverpool to 

Amsterdam . 

*"£45 

Nice 

*“£49 


11 fares single 
include an u 
10 Government 







G 01420-88724 


0171-287 5556 



1 


R33TI 

f 




Secure your 1998 Summer 
Holiday NOW for only £10 
deposit* per person 

'Call now lor details and conditions 



Jit 


| AB ABUSES | 


FIRST FOR VALUE 


F L I G H T B O 0 ; <™_ 

mvelliii g Y.'r ctnyle 


BERLIN 



W Canada 


0171 757 2600 



Best Value: - Air Fares • Car Hire - Hotels - Insurance 

Al fans are sotted to nabWity, seasonal and regnd sceplonatis, 
cx. sia&args & bxes, pax duties, security ms applicable 
ATOL 2563 UTA ASIA DM06/VSMQ 



STMTS 

. CJ DEC 

I rsystrcrTo «»-ernw£nt .wwrw. 


C 01420-88380 ■ CflPIflOfl 


OPEN 7 DAYS 


prEasA* 


0 01420-80828 


D 0171-287 5558 



C 01420-80828 


£0171-287 5535 




LISBON 

“£114* 

[SHANNON! 

“£75* 


| CDNWTWMl LOCAL mVTLMBff I 

«csafw,winHor*> 


0345464748 


•fU&KMUGTAX 



RETURN 

HURRy! BOOK NOW FOR THE BEST 
CHRISTMAS DEALS TO AUCKLAND 

LONDON 

01717347755 

1 FROM ]. 

J LONDON GATWICK 

wramswupce 
0171 8381011 

0171 5^ 1516 

AUCKLAND_11 Dec £399 

AUCKLAND_18 Dec £499 

AUCKLAND_28 Dec £599 


| FROM 4 

| MANCHESTER 3 

aomcMCum 

01202311488 

AUCKLAND_21 Dec £499 

0117^ 7425 

1 Stay for up to k Jft 

1 8 weeks £ 

Q113244888Q 

AmmwwM 


0161 8322445 

50 Conduit Street London W 1 

taniHMra.rar»c>M«.*K0Lraz2XMULJc >&u 

lEasag 



TRAVEL 

INSURANCE 


CRUISE & SAIL 
ABROAD 


TRAVEL INSURANCE 


WE FIX rr ALL 

-Top quality, lowest scheduled fares 
•Accommodation, budget to luxurious 
-IhNormade itineraries & sightseeing tours 
•Cat Campenran hire, coach & rail tours 


Xmas Opening 

r.ir. c:v t»t*« 
.its Di-: 5 : 


TRA f 


Om aAUY 



wmvtw nv inp* 

no off 




12 High Street, Alton, Hants, GU341BN 

Or 

52 Regent Street. London. W1R6DX ww i 

FAX: 01420-82133 or 0171-287 4522 



SPECIALS 

BarSa'u •' 209 fAnri 23$ 
Scsta.-; 155 UiwVvk 155 
CiteXv.r. 225 C.-fsnic 25 
'To. fS3 Siir.f; 235 

Jo bat} 1E5 Tsrcnts 11 9 
K«r*'a IS? Vriccuver 225 
l»Asgt:« 23S Wasb'fljrss TSS 



Ue a* t abate film. % 



ANNUAL 
LONG STAY 
SKI 

SINGLE TRIP! 

USA CAR 
HIRE TOP-UP 


Ikavei as many times | 
as you like from 
£59.95 a yeafc 


With our annual travel 
insurance you can take an 
unlimited number of trips. 

To enrol. caD between Sam 
and 9pm Mondav to 

0800 700 737 



Insurance 

Services 


01243 817781 


PLUS 

CAR HIRE 


Cotin ndcura jr,! lir.'afcw rofti i _' C ww.’i c* 

r-liSoCr c® rqv.'. to rn ; Lip*- ir.tn . : .vvy* n. >ri—iio" 

■jjnncduty g3ima£ ij *c AE1 uOrs 


CRUISE & 
SAIL ABROAD 


CHECK-IN 


PHONE 

01892 83 33 38 


'VrvdhCx 

/iiiiV 


&RLDWIDE 


HMs&nwamcwn check-in 


AIR TRA VCt PLC 


OORCUim oa (Ugtai A bote 
W tPOPA UQA k MW Hurtu . - 
«faM- MpiomM Tnvrt fciilm 
Lut 0 171-730 2201. ABTA 
■2S7U3 lATA/ATCM. I3S5. 


0171629 7890 


Bargain Flights 




or Imperial Russia on a 
Swan Hellenic Baltic Cruise 
Call 017 J 800 .1200 


von: 




jsbk, 

r* w aV v. 


J. . 

‘ « 7 W 0 ^ 


The National Sales Centre for enter 100 
leading tdmfuJod airlines, zrhh 300.000 
dtaconnt tares to 1.000 destmanans. 


USA & WORLDWIDE FLIGHTS 
017 72 72 72 72 
AUSTRALIA ANEW ZEALAND 
01772 727 727 
BUSINESS & FIRST CLASS 01732 727 747 
ROUND THE WORLD Q1TZ2 727 222 
HOTELS fiTJULOHMSEE 01772 727 757 
CHARTER FLIGHTS 0990423 423 


NEWTOBX ra,fr £164 
BOSTON £186 

WASHINGTON £168 
HTLAM TA £177 

CHICA GO £192 

PPC BOtT £198 

B NOIW Q £194 

FLO Rina £219 

LAS VEGAS sxrr 

ARgOWA £227 

DENVEB sxm 

CAUFOHN 1 A 


£301 


QrtN 9mvSpw 7 days a imk 
3EE ITV I2SEEI p - a7fi 
jBKWumcnm 


BB NCOUVat 

DUBAI 

mxm 

SOOT H AFWCa £336 
SmOAP ORE £376 
BOWCKO WC £370 
BANGKOK £376 
MESCOCmr £386 
TOKXO £446 

HARAR E £S61 

APSX MUA £589 
MEWZESLRND £642 


SPAM If £59 
fMtQ £58 
TINE RIFE £69 
LAS PALMAS 69 

lANZA80TEf69 

BALEAfilCS £59 

GREECE £69 


TURKEY fr£t09 ; 

(MALTA n9 
(CYPRUS £119 
SKI RIGHTS £79 

CAIttB9£AN£149 

CANADA £149 
USA £139 


BABOKOK JPC359 rm 
nWTOW jfr£lS9 rtn ' 

cnmzEmn& 


[ SWAK HP Li [MIC CS 

P&O 3L — 


I ail tLmOPtAJVWORlOWlDt HJGHISl 

tlWBtTnVSUMMEII M WOW ON 5A1EI 


McnoNona an mev oh 
JC7BURB 04 TORONTO COI 
HGNOtUUI a. LM4KLE8 CU 

BIG DISCOUNTS 


NEW YORK -:1S5 
THAILAND r!l 59 


Aiarow i« cm rtra 
BAMSKDK 1310 JO’BURG Ltll 
CAWBEAN OJ» LARCatl <2*9 
c n u w o (299 UAORD (90 
OHM ONUKA ram 


FRANKFURT CM SMOtEY (390 

AMN.tM«mMMS 


0171 462 0011 


CHECK-IN 


enr BREAKS 


agiArara rai. 


A* NEW YORK Cl 661 

A|A BOSTON Cl 66 1 

ajLlX CHICAGO C212 j 

LAS VEGAS 

SSSSESBS SSSmiA 

iS tijSSiZL. 


XMAS 


ONI 



List xraflaWr 

Canaries. Funchal, 
Spain, Algarve. 
Cypros. Athens etc. 
Hols fr£I99 Fto £r£139 
0181767 3030 {9-9pm) 
ABROAD HOLS. ABTA 



FUCHTSEA TS 


AFRICA 


NowboaMnaSkaranarM_ 

i ara hr XTOMtoL UTA CB2B7 
MTAnramlRiiran 


en Nugwjg 


JETLINE 


urt«d Tj'e' tfcsti.Utl-n 


* Adventure travel and flights at Affordable prices 


FOR THE BEST • »% >'— 

WORLDWIDE 

AIRFARES 


SKIN r-sr.ts) C*' ,i-i;-£U3 
PC?TUaJL ?f> CaRISSiAN ,2£5 
ISP3EI 139 S.iFfllCA 3ft- 
wRtECE •<> CASAP4 ?S 
TURKEY 141 I.NDIA'OOi 200 
ciprEj 130 rap mot 3lo 
CANARIES SO AUSTRALIA VH 

XPVI/li iPCCWLO 

ortlll BO'ANAY •• iOT.URC 

C J HII L l II11 


I EBB tW n.u a 091 

£79 Inal CIS 
£79 OrtnJO £1fl 


-RANCl 
& ITALY 
LSPEC1ALS 


TA1LORMADE 

SAFARIS 

ZlVgtE'.Vc. BOTSWANA, 
NAMIBIA. ZAMBIA. KENYA. 
TANZANIA S. 

S AFRI * 


SOUTH 
AMERICAI 




IiSaSmJ 

[cuscocSs 


QUITO 

£579 


SAN ftU HQ 

-«wrevu®g 
AS WC90H 

^wwailg 


Free Miami 
Stopover! 


Tail your Travel Agent | 

LLOYD AEREO BOLIVIANO tSt 

01444 413366™^ 


Prica* from. Fji*i Bubjeci to Amort ta*. 



ML Qj 




EASTERN EUROPE 


nova 2.V»g()4 


TRAVKI. ZOM: M il 


| fend Lues ) CURRENT BEST BUYS — American savers! 

on/ (ON orw rin ore bin 

SYDNEY_£342—£567 SHGAKME_._1240-.E3M KAKaRL_E271-J420 

CAWfi._7)42.-/367 JfflNGKONG-J750..^343 HTBUtG._£290—£440 

PERTH_£140—£333 MKABA-£243_./393 CAPE fOWN_C299__£4?9 

AUCKLAND—£399—£650 BAU.-£260^413 MECCOOIY_£240 .089 

DELHI_£7l3_/340 SAIGON-£270_nf0 BODEUNBBO/28V-./45} 

BOMBAY-£212—/340 CAKO-£159-/210 3080NTO._ft67._£209 

MADRAS-- £2M—£390 BEDHG-£270-/299 NEYYORK-£I29...£T13 

KADBMNDU. £240_£415 DUBAI-£189-/789 BOSTON-£143-fl5S 

COLOMBO_£743—£377 TOKYO.-C250.-/440 LOS ANGELES_£220_ JQ30 

BaNGSOK,-—f730._/M5 NAKOM-£J19_EJ» TANGIfiB-EI7J 



_ ■fain, 

101244 M 

|BEP* AGENTS FOB ATOL HOU3BB11 


THE TRAVEL 


MARKET 


FLIC MTS WOHOWIDI 
CANADA 

usa 

fNOIA/KrirA'wA 169 
CARIBBEAN 
S.AFRICA 1*M 
AUS7ALIA 277 

N.ZEALAND XCK> 


[Ato^BmbrCaHRi^H 


LUPUS TRAVEL LTD. 
(H71 3863000 
kpl892! 


Luxurious remote 
WbWng, canoeing, riding and 
veftiefe safaris wrtft B» very best 
| guides. Swwti wMHe. Adventure 
with comfort Call us to create 
.your teal safari. 

ITW; (01604) 28879 Fasu38B79 
i fm r wa u m myi «£xi 


EXCLUSIVE W 


New Millennium 


PraounSBuMpest 
-Gesnwrty, Poltnd Hungarti Cadi l 
Germany. fUadd K UttxuKda 
•Hungary K Romania -' ■ 
Potend. Lithuania & Latvia 
The UKratnB: -« 


Dav» TRwra 
10 Goaicb Tl« 
14. 0»dl G "/ 25S 
14.. ^Goacti , -289 ; 
55 AJrfconda aW 

14 Mr/CaactK4T8i 

15 - AriOiaca 4BS 7 


0121 711 3269 


BALEARICS 


AIRPORT PARKING 


FLIGHT CENTRE 

ATOL 3712 


CITY BREAKS 


- AROUND THE WORLD - 

| LONDON - BEIJING - MEUOUXNE - AUOOAND - SAN FRANCISCO - MEXICO CITY - LONDON £799 | 
Available for departures from Nov^7 (tadMfiag CfairtMi) uoGI March ‘Js 
Whether you an: hoBdume or rtdtfaig home, whiU Ibup tfinrU or with a na pow. u Cbamait Tenet 
we oOer ptpte ago ’--— - - - - - -. 


i wimnn ttednaUom. at jB the rttfu pocet to uit yarn fepuranentt- 


WORLDWIDE 

DISCOUNT 

FLIGHTS 

*********** 


Monament 

; WItravel 


)\G H ML-, 0171 957 5122 TRANSaIL^^TIC ij FLRUPE: 0171 957 2654 


52 EARLS COURT ROAD, KENSINGTON, LONDON W8 6EJ 
OPEN: MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9 AM-6 PM, SATURDAY 10AM-2PM 


ACCESS VISA WELCOME 
DISCOIjrlTEO IKS03ANCE 


0181 669 8607 


L, 

1 At 

■ Spa's ESI&wce £97 
K Bategta£S2Cffras SSI 
» : x£6»brari £1X| 

WPsrtaial £QU» £141 
mm »C88ada £53 
W IfeSa £BtaMa£05 

301476 4047471 

f n »o t w «i w«mi - - 


dnallBd 

lOt) ttM)i 

01S1 1U I 


ris4MO,COpto 


QUA WML g m»ml a Porto | 

Peoo. Mejorae. Braoltful i 

pyohli *Qw wUh gihata I 

naeSn, mote » tab. Opa 7 dm. I 

6fab(M a«roc Boater* au __ 

aooao7 oura ora wen 


CANARIES & MADEIRA CORSICA 


viOo/pmUtonao 


CO Wa jCA W WAC68 He g o rt— - 
«flbi wltti 


taCiwfc* LonlT 


City Breaks 


AFRICA 


from era ctaar 
csefafoUi. dtr entre ennm 

INK 01502 502 605 


OMTOMiiBaNiaMma 
able baths me aou |ei9lytf 
croopm. oim son aara* 


— O UCA a uiaul w tflh* f 

Otraoww wtth Bodnte poota, 

Te t ew n t iw. maome flu 

bleed. Qpw 7 4q*0*)b- 
eotce i UUq« on (0190M 

awt Ca*toY AVTA V44a 


luxury 

TENERIFE 

Of OUR 14* PACB 


«W». Very bteedr IgMH 
HS3» AltO ATOL 2W7. Oar 
1798 twO uw nowmB-oB 
oa 01434 ddO&ififlfre 440033- 


IMBRO NUMA * CaM See 
Maknca. KnUfa] 
devtUMw 


of Europe brochure 

01244 897 777 


CARIBBEAN 


ASTAVITII atocz 


PRICE 

INCLUDES 




•TT-3;.- 

_ L ■ 




• : v"A_ ; 













7 ■ i ■ 1 1 


SOAK UP THE SUN- 



KIDS stay free: 


reservations 0171 5811161 brochure 01455 852202 
contact your travel agent or www.dubmedxom 


■: : rM surrsTcr ch.ldfsn 11 s^y-jddticl 5 ;.t.?.-vs.-c ur.dir i.yoi-jiuiiae-ssaers 
Clirisnaw Ntw Ya? and br«tM 5ih:ir.d TF-^tApr:!. rvj:ia;i : V.v. 



...OR SOAK IN THE RED SEA. 






A 



j ? 


% 




: .J.rV 






'•u ^ . • 


-J. ;4 v 




r.rTxi-, 


' i:t)py 

. ^ ' 

rtc- - - 

/b76 




Hoi «SS 18 







































































































THE 


— MES sahjrday DECEMrfd h 


c\^c>L.l^o 


'* ITALY 


CARIBBEAN 


FRANCE 


WEEKEND SATURDAY DECEMBER 6 1997 


MALTA & GOZO 


USA & CANADA 


WINTER SPORTS 


CORNWALL & DEVON SCOTLAND 



A *!* UA ta»W apu OB EXBTTAMY I 

SW°" P wm wiw Boy. Fr. CttOL VlDos 
_eafe pppw . 01W 7110*4. 0X81641 A 

villa Sandy 
Lob* mau vrtth ^wambi 
■ytoWBgpwflMMTl— 

Ssrwafs 
SS8gr.»4s?i. ,s 

_*twrtMo rmcoom 6*220021 

Y LUXURY ^ JtJii 

I BARBADOS) Sjfl 

I IN OUR 141 PACE I I 


DHCT Holiday*. CHRISTMAS DontfijM lowly EXTOBIVE Chaise of Hotels. VO- BAHAMAS BaratUuL 
9 t lull no mml 1BC manor B w » Rmr cottage. In t Apa for 1997 bmpdct* Haitatu 

6060. AgTA V3262 Unit 0171 331 0009 Brattaw avail 01204 tWl m. property 1"^ t" 1 * 1 * ! 


unapplied I MSB 8 B. Catered (optional) Q y*^J*A3 arall nlrthiT . l i j — xj I I BCAPH The If mm Cracker. 






1XTT (ml luxury, p nnl gX t u* tr* 
from £440pw. 01487 840761 
Hitp^/monboiHOUioii/ 
vmal998/lnfo±wa_ 


con. Um of 6a 
warn room QV 


umL Waterfront 
nald. Sip* B, Ale 
dock, boat lad 
01789 740961 




of the Caribbean brochure 

. 01244 897 999 


i 

k 


'' * §fif 




■ msamsat* 


*n*vni> * Tot.: 


CRUISE & SAIL 
ABROAD 


CRUISING 

WITHADIFKRENCE 


3 Ytfas& • 

■5N Cottages 

Ji'-fAmyirthpoofe 
-Cam fi enemy 

S4 -FRSnreattlnU 
T4 ns: colour BBoaiwa 

K 01903 74S126 

OuOlC BOS 6 -T 

U AITOR AfiTAh ATOLte 


?!; a- tt&m 


fvm 


cm 


■Slffi v. 


I Iwl 





Soper Sites 

Mobile Homes 

■ Top Coastal Sites 
-W. Coast S Med 

■ Low Prices 

WH COLOUR 
BROCHURE 

01903 748137 
OuMeSSSfrT 
. Afro ABTA ATOL . 


Call Page & Moy for the 
best selection of escorted 
Italian tours. But hurry, 
many tours are already sold 
out Places are still available 
on the following holidays. 

Tuscan Splendour 

7 Nights.,£339 

31 March; 7, 14 April 

Tuscany and Rome 

6 Nights..£349 

18. 25 Feb; 4, 11 March' 

Tuscany and Venice 

6 Nights..£369 

8, 15, 22, 29 March 

Rome, Lake Bolsena 

6 Nights. .£349 

6, 13, 20 March 

Florence & Rome 
or Florence & Venice 

6 Nights.£349 

February to March 

Venice and Lake Garda 

6 Nights. .*£379 

20, 27 March; 17 April 

Italian Dolomites 

6 Nights. .£369 

15, 22 April 

Rome, Naples 
and Pompeii 

4 Nights.£299 

8, 15 March . 


Voted Best Tour Operator 
1995 & 1996 by 

/llitalla 


The Worwei 

"TBSS 


SCANDINAVIAN 


For a brochure ring: 

01443 822 242 

S * H £ 


FAR EAST 


iSDiViDGAL TRAVELLERS 

FRANCE 


800 traditional French 
homes from £500 
(per property) for two 
weeks self-catering, . 
inclucfing sea crossing. 
FREE COLOUR BROCHURE 

RING (0990) 143681 

QUOTE REF: FB19 



FRANCE 


fl I nl/Y*nmkM fTim Pmfact cot- 


: NO ONE COMES 
j CLOSER TO FRANCE 

: Traditional holiday 

I properties of character 
r and quality In France 
t mid Corsica, 
f Many with pooL 

} FREE GOLOUR BROCHURE ft 

) RING (0990) 143681 /M 
> QUOTE REF: FI56 f3jB~ 
'j VACANCES EN 
*? CAMRAGNE 


FRANCE 



|| u.ji 1 J? % 

^ o-tv 4| 




. • Book mm and «rw up to 15% 
onyaurEvrapeanhoUday. 

• Phis, hoc* a mMiomni of 7 rUshta 
and tote a FR£€ 4 night brmfc 
v^lh Haven in the IK 
' But hurry, these often are avaitabte 
.'bora limited period only. 

Brochure One: 0990143 285 

. (please quote FSTos) 

Booking Line: 0990 233 777 

• (pfaMe quote FS7bx) 

. GKS£CyOt/R TRAVEL AGCNT. 

^unaurrictaTki Rank Gre^ Ac. 

AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND 


Western 

^iASbr 0 jU<\ 

Holidays of an entirely 
different nature. 


x- 


urns BRITISH AIRWAYS 
Bringing the World Togethei. 


Call now 
for your copy 

0116 250 7676 

Please quote ref: DL20 c*I- 


This great price offer is ffooi London 
to Perth and includes: 

• Return UK domestic flights on 
British Airways tor only j£20. 

- 2 free stopovers eu route in Bangkok 
and/or Singapore. • ’ 

• Travel between Septcmber-NovembcT 
97 and 21 January-31 March 98. 

FROM ONLY 

£749 

R E T U R'N 


Call 01420 KS724 or 0171 2S7 5556. 
Open 7 days. 


ABTA ”|0<"I VX>hW 
ATOl 


Mt-ounbn nw maa t 
catml iinpaiW matey with 
pood. BiuiBiaklaa uuuiuya 
■M* Tali 017134 2296 « 

wntfwa Bn a mlmm nk 

CmmUT Cgwjg *Bwgd L«L 
ST IHUP 4 mis. Baaw for 4. 2 
(ndraamm*. VIM* bay. GO*. 
Foola. E49Qpw. 01&92 B70S62. 


SW FtUUICE OooUly iUIu » oot- 
om any wtafc pools. Entor 
Atlmdc faaochM b mm 


PORTUGAL «*F COAST l nr^m uoctidv. 

____ benaa «lik pools, slon op B 

U. & C42So». 01277 &52626 
ALGARVE to Lopes. BsMttfol MEW YORK UlpBly e o mpoe W on 
P**r *in*. sips B.46blo bode no alum stay opts anOiU* In 
■nanlla. Oslfy BMU, pool, t Uanhottm. Boapb oloop 4 tl 
coon, loo gon, w 2 134. Apdl- £79 par alphi tocL Kin stay 3 
Oct 99.01967 B200S7«4O7B6 alahrv Tol 0171 736 3661. 




UL atUa. 6 adns NEW YORK, CaifMoaa vary 
Ub Boy, 6 bdnaa. Igr CompM apea 4 wlllas fox abort 
I pooL Sbr TVMd», fu, Ibu. ul Iocs. 01461 844850 
DO*. 013M 870208 - ' --- 


m on slope, lop fl». ) m i n 
walk to OHn. oln 0/8. *»■■» . x 
gibar waalca. 0131 558 B *■* “ 

MBtffiSL LonlT 12 Dad a: etna 
cbalat 900 motm. Iron town 
mans Call 01603 4Q7Q3Q 

HEHRIB. Uotloni. Lux prly-r. 
■PL 2 batluooma. steeps 7. On 
pinto. TbU>1422 3537117 


MBWn elnlat apt. ilu 2-a 
view*, clooe UfL Tel 0161 343 
3963 Fax 00301 603 1349 
IMOnglMli Luxury cwrarsd Qua,, I 
Cronat walkai cniiiai aB d 1 
wines, adjaeeai lifts. Chin, 
Powder. Tit 0171 289 WM 


Euaooi hUoawaya. Choose 
Imn. HcnuM OB boacb. 300 y«a 
ole cottage. Pin# nuary >■** 4 
Poston. cncUlnq fires. Sopa 
woleaato. TbkOISVC 763339. 


QnUt Lux Cone 
Fro* dOom 0800 


FgoBhoM 0800 73I351S 

8W SCOltAKO 6 lux cottanos. 
Indoor huiod pool m... 
AtdU laws 0184 i63j077B 


dam Bended 0153*4 31B6Q 

TOURAME VACANOES Lovely _ 

eetnpeo In Loire valley. Gha- 

. , 83»SS&BB8 RUSSIA 



ORLANDO, FLORIDA Executive Powder. Tub 0171 339 <WS8 268788 

■«**?# *»»■ BEVa « CDtBBB*. 

. .."IS _rS!. “ Cataied rhalM <tnx Hi t_,. IOod ____ ■_,_ 


mar tpond 01959 532961 

NEW 

ENGLAND 

COUNTRY HOMES 


Catered chalet alp* B«- tj. 
0113 279 1618/0467 61274a , 


.arasatfag zsz ^ 

COVERACK ComwaU. Sea ftonl COUttSry COtt*£CS 
spec aoo vlowa. . gT.. 

Xwasffl^oar. 01736 880649. UE Scotland 

CXCAM OF COTTAGES UylUc EiCiimONM holiday 

^^tSaSSSBSSt -r in *1™;-', 

Off Wlnirr hooku™. 01306 feau Dial areas o» bcoUand. 

_ 266988 _ FR££ Hi PACE BUfiC Hint 

dev cars Wolcoma Cmases. RlNGfC^OJ S51133 

1999 cotoni bro^mw. Pbono QUOTl SMj::. iu H... 


1998 nleet bmchm. Phone ! 
oewg 01756 702903 


NR ST UARTW PE BELVftll -j MOULGE younclves. S. Hama For 


VlDirt, 2 new luxury chalet* 
to lot. au-aoUc bodxooeia larqe 
sunny baleoiiles. ley rtn, ~ n a v 


2. welarbed, spa bath, wood 
homer, OR Also family eons, 
Sh"n bke. 01548 S31Z7Z 


for CbrlstniBS. PsrUni], 10/12 ____;- 

ptnoiis udi chalet Tel Eeaez 1 . DEVON 94Siriew, 


Snuib at France. Cmpir. 
RnwiikH, Mu SaQnr. 

I SMte. Late. Akxf-LorrrtfE. 

! kblBc*An|oik Frw bn-lnc. ! 

Phone 01502 502 604 

QnetelUM) 

HOSEASOHS 


GREECE 


NOBTKXKT Tmil peekapee. 
Air lane, man Interchange 
0183 681 36lFuhl 2429 


SELF-CATERING 

NEAR RfBERAC 

Lirauiy home, sleeps 9.3 
en-suiies + bathroom. 
CH. private 6 x 12m ^ 

healed pool 
Phone or fas: 
01202 574692. 

SPAIN 


fil %&:. Coa«aJ. 
Bf'^L bkcude Jiul 
W— inland homes 

1 * 4 ' SB throughout 

' _ j-nr-. New England. 

FREE U6 FACE BROCHURE 

(0990)143686 (24 Hn) 

Quote Ret A090. 


WINTER SPORTS 


FORTES DU S0LHL SW uus ratw- 
lone HtiM IMU Ln C*u h, 
Fmocc. Catered cpcrtmoai a*!:. 
dam Tat 03245 400634. 

ST GHtVAIS ! Kepeve. 3 hu tan- 
Uy rail In pie duloL dn is 
Sat TYMdeo. 01222 384441 


Irani holiday flats. Lovely 
thatched cottanee neaiVv In 
Utterrim rai39SJ E14167 / 
Am* phone - am 568128 


IKEKItSbCX Overlooking aaa 
bungalow cine 7 * ramasa 1 ml 
front Par, Oxlx Ina/Nm Yr.5 
199& Tab 01788 891116. 


SOMERSET & AVON 


Sat TVMdeg 01222 3844 41 --:- 

__ ___ - . WAARTMOOR s|uc sod cotugn. i 

T1GMES/VAL DTSERE Luxorv wood burner CH. Avail Iran: 

eaterod cJwlot 50 yoitis I mm lacl rains . 01647 24 2S9. | 

lifts. 6 train/dble ecu, all n. —~— 

nUo baUuvny uralloiil . ■*ATLRGI&t k olM xy 

^ galdixa 01476 585^15 ^ "U* 


baestUuUy spp. xlpe 8, Bade N. 
CtrowaiL Available Xmas and 
Hvw Yea,. TebOIZBS 341505 


ALPINE VUbge Luxeudnne chalet 
falpe 8) endlese skUng - Sts 
Foy. Val iTlsare. Ttgne*. Lee 
Arcs. ICUfai 0181 466 7504. 


TRDtE VALUES, Las benaim. Year. Tet0128 8 341505 

Ant to lot. sin 4-v. on iion. mnaMamna 

UlU and rtlllage. Roasasahle 

C0TSW0LDS 

VAL DTSHtE VU VUbgo, delm, ABSOLUTE Comfort, Highly Com 
apartment 2 mine all lute. 2 mended Country Cottages, 
bodxopmo T01.-0I71 3873031. WlnehcemM. 01242 6023<0 


CHRISTMAS AND 
NEW YEAR 

ACTIVTTY Chihnaat .wi Viw 

Year breaks - Acorn Activities 

Bracbure Tab 01432^30083 
CORNWALL Pulzeath dlffio, 
bungalow. Wonderful views, 
walk*. 01372 B4212Z 
COSY Comisb Cottags nr Enck 
CNonh Coaeti Leg (ins, ,kra 
4 C27S p». Trb 0181 540 151» 


VAL MOflB. Smart petal. lpv LOVELY Vlclorlun Oixpel for 
sipe 6. Avail Doc - Apr. wlater break* Bear 


WlnehcemM 0lSa2 m^* 1 HttFOBD MVB Romantic waiir- 
WB.Y Vlclerlu Cbepel for j32a apj^7 



'ABSOLUTELY hbaMna' trip to 

HwiteuiOft^ li Mwn |q Iffif, 

Anil anmifila* 01865 552070 


ITALY 


HALF Fites wraU XamVHww Yt 2 
pr Tuscany £19G/Roma C3SO. 
BoBuner •9801983 282351 
nVDW Out acc om modati on . 
Sleeps 2-6. ToUPex 00391 793 
469 if no Tel 4pm-6pm CUT) 


Tab 0183 333 OH 



LOS MONTEROS HaAeUo. Lux 
dot 4 bad. 4 bath villa, own 
pool 6 gda, nr beach chib Avail 
Sept otnrante. 0181 3812686. 


'"Banncju.nunuzMw 

1 SPALV 

TrudlUouaJ conn lit bonsox. 
Tlllao mid b pari me ms 
many uiiii pnufe in rural 
SfUlu & Foiugal. 
FREE COLOUR 
BROCHURE 
RING 

(0998)143582 

••TOTE F.AII7T 

jraKViimr ntx.-m 



E1I1I 


Tnt-Ot66I 886427 _' 

VAL D1SBIE, St Foy. Apis. Cba 
lots. Ixol New Yr anwaids 
TaL-OI773BS33QOFagaS33| I 

VcnotcA Luxury 3 bed chalet 
near ski Ufis, sips 6. available 
flexible dares December-AMU. 


VERHER Lax flat, spectacular 
views, 4 bad/3 hath, sips 8 Fr 
£nJ00pw Tot017I 716 2275. 


mw hln l n iayiox Sleeps 24, 
open log (Ire, good walking 6 
riding nrby. Dogs welcome 
01453 888321/ 882086. 

STRATFORD Far die discerning 2 | 
■ ax cons in horn cosv. (Me i 
beams, splewdld Hews sips 443 , 
> cot N/S av pets ETB S Key , 
H/Commended 0I72S 604106 . 


CUMBRIA 


YctusBot luxury private duim I - - 

E399-G389. Trained cbeL Ex I Stono ooRxge for let. tips 


Idea than. 0041 27 771 4772 
BAVARIAN ALPS Gannlscb- -- 

Ql^V ^FRANCE 

elopee From £250 pw. U IXl - . 

TaSl246 5B21I2. _ ' * V _ , 

CHAMONIX t an of featl Lovely 

S^J?3S^??8^:om • Act»mjTi«iath:n oify 


6/10. flagsrene floors, oak 
bum, CH, 2 TVs, 4 poster, 

bathroom/WC, shower/WC, ff | 

kli. Idyllic location. Ideal 
Xmaa/N.?/. 01621 740917 


938 4844/ wwwJmefcLcom 
COURCHEVEL Catered cbalam. 
ulaeps 4/14, ea-euile facilities. 


SWITZERLAND 


bsstct: 


I—lAfflNCAWY bdr. Beauti¬ 
ful BmkM. Large pool Now 
boaUna 177& 01379680913 


Country Villas & Apartments 
Chimin g Intimate Hotels 
CityApamnems 
Earfy Booking Disconot 

01293 552277 

ABTX VOT77 ATOL 5495 


ITALIAN SWITZERLAND. Family 
o n st a ge In tiungnO hlU vlDege 
near Lugano. 4 bedroom, sips 8, 

gard en. la.. pa th lug 

£235 pw Qnly-Aeg £275pe). 


FLANK 2 Bad Apt. 2/6 pom. Xmas. 
Blew Tear. 8 Bn bum Calais 
TeL07050 126817-_ 


Itkunl vUbge. Huge akd 
. BtoebUndH635 277209 




-alas bv u CL U5AZ Luxury eaterod eba- 
i pool u K superb food. One wine, log 
LC’TsS (tax Su 0033 4 5002 3728. 


£2TOpw per vQIa. SC or Chris LA PLAGUE p/vfHage. ■ — pixie- 


•Ta3ar-A1ade packages 
by Eurasia/. MotoraJ 
As. Car w«» t 

Fully Sort led 

0181 446 0126 


TURKEY 

BMU8H run 4/6 bad i 
quiet Oliva grove Igs 


Traditional 

farmhouses, ~ VXjPJt 
villas and QhmII 

apartments in nufl 
ltalyk pretrieyf 5 
regions. mW 

BH COLOUR ill 

BROCHURE III 

RING II 

(0990) 143683 III 

QUOTE 1172 III 

WCANZEWITAUA I | 

mo erne mm aw ,uu f || ^ 

FABULOUS 


SPECIAL INTEREST 

HMM HOLIDAYS in (he mm 

including Xmas and New Year 
ax The Jonathan Maikaon 
Algarve Tennlx Centre. Beauti¬ 
ful locartem. All agee A ttan- 
dardB. 0171-460 0600 f24 hn) 


WAUONQ HOLIDAYS for singles. 
Xbkme 23-28 Dee flow Year 31 
Dec - 4 Ian. 01538 703331. 

WILDLIFE WORLDWIDE - fine 
bondcisftvd Itfmtrtu and 

«m»n group dapazfunL 0181 
667 9158. ATOL, AITO. AITOT. 


edging apt. alps 45. OOO 
pw. 01925 7S4Q97 (eve). 

£S ARCS BJG ante in beau 
chalet, sip 2/10. 0181 
1897100 33 479041338. 

£S SETS Chalet 


+ Hand-picked hotels to nit 
every badge! 

+ Fly any day of the week dp 
S cheduled services and 
stay as long as you please 

^61235 824324 

J4*n-t dtr> • "*** 
or ue year loal ABTA Intel stent 

CRYSTAL 

ITALYi 

CITY BREAKS 


SPECIAL INTEREST 


Simply the best (or tailored 
boUdxysiu: 
BOTSWANA 
ZAMBIA A MALAWI 
MOZAMBIQUE 
Namibia a Zimbabwe 
SOUTH AFRICA 
TANZANIA 
Teh Bill 3433253 
Fax: 0181343 3237 
See car wcbHic: 
hapjfarmm .otavangatajm 
l|tml Cadd Hone. 

1 U 1 Aicnfia Avenue. aTJq 

•o«f • BaraalJOUVTA ■ FHU • 

i JOURNEY I 

: > latinos! 

I AMERICA/: 

< ^ ? 

h EscoiyGRMftt&BqxdsJan »- 

0 0181 7478315 3 

^ Sdwdulfd flights n 

* 01817473108 o 

Z Mmchow Branch * 

\ 0161 8321441 j 

u Ask for our FREE nu^zlne J 

vJ^djoumcyUlwjmcnrirojjt. 2 

< MB RSD AID! 3d UD HID 0 
•— CBLilSB ANTARCTICA —■ 


fWm £199pw fatcl faU booid A 
Bid paas. TafcOlSdS 863 273 


raaa/ mottaret studio 
Slaepi 4/5, aonili feeing with 
views over the elopee. la the 


m unvil iptmee room, ekJ locker, 
Ivm week only 21 Doc-27 Dec. 
Enwln C4QO- 01428 6B2SB9. 

BUBO. Cetetnd chakat offering 
7 day iU ywVvra Ctmtnct Ska 
Cool faafo tine: 01883 723687 
or Pmnce Tel/Fem 00333 
80330206 Knglleh spoken 


REOEVE Excellent double family 
enait. 4 bedrooms, 2 teim very 
close Metes. TOI51 6321924 
MfMMi Eaduxtvu Botveduie. 
The blgbeer penthouM In the 
Be t raders. Privately ow n ed. 
Tvwh.it, dorloua riewe. On 
the plate, fen* staffed. Slue B. 
eiXOOpr. Arellnble Bib Feb - 
29th Match-T/HO171 3526146 

MMUHH leas Be pua arallabUlty. 

RawiHiiiB (Uacoimts £or folly 

earned 12 pe ia o m l uxu r y cha¬ 
let and B person 8/C aparneent. 
Bar brockBBU80I71 3S2Y299 


Supirijlitf rjopo «i| cIuFl‘ 1- m 

Courchevel. Meribel. 
La Plagne. \ al d'lsere. 
Vcrbier and Si Auton 

F ahull in - Bji.'iJ 
Etcdlmi OiikltMn I-qliIiiil' . 
Frwndl} Perumjl Scr. i.c 

0181 995 9323 

1ST4VIUT 4T01IV2J xTTu 


UKRAINE 


OEV BREAKS Independent 
TmreL PUgblx. iNTEKrHANGE 
0181 681 3612 ATOL 2429 


U.K. HOLIDAYS 


DORSET. HANTS., 

& LO.W. _ 

f CHRISTMAS ^ 
SPECS AL. 

27tb - 30th Dcconber 
3 NIGHTS FROM 04 
B«L BnaUast A Evnme Mm! 

Layr icatnva) trad, ram amnrnl 
elm pool iwMai wm 

* FREE CAR PERRY ■ 

r -^ li n f ltJI ° NLflcJ 

L ScXj.ifk fj9An.1L bJe of U'lfiu 

Tel: 01 983 406655 

“4 nit Inroerv E7V ^ 


EASTANGLIA_ 

MORfDLK tuimenw. Orury 
SolilM. Sera cottage on quay. 
Brochure TtMITM 638637 | 

NW HORFOUC Lux. coey. nini 
con. Sips 4, Ferkruy, CU. coast 
Sm. 01485 571848. 


IRISH Country Holidays 1998 ibr 
premier choice- 300 Individual 
cotta on tourist boss] 
appro rod. Furaihaos. bill!, boat¬ 
ing hola k home drawn cara¬ 
van. Many we l come pore. 
01502 560 688 (24 Ural 


SHAMROCK COTTAGES. 286 
Be loci Individual cottages In 
superb locations. Disc Feres. 
AITO. Col Bto 01823 681060. 


Sleeps 2-4. lAKEB/DAAES Lux 4 Star Cl30. 
9 walking k slpa 6/7. CtSOpv. Alan qua) 
s welcome. d*»rai ace, slpe 25. CITOOpw. 
12086. Fax/P bone 01539 623214, 

as JSS£ , o!i| 1 English Country i 

lUS! „ Cottages | 

——** "E CT!LL have Chrivimas | 

and Nen Year breakv ; 

_ available in manv 

for lot. slpe properties ihrougn^ut i 
— ■ ** Englaotl'i loveliest I 
wer/wc. w areas. Free J3n 

^fJX're' i 

s TS., HWW1B51155 ! 


CHRISTMAS 
IN CHESTER , 7 f 

MILL HOTEL 

4 night.. Full Board 
fmra 23rd Dec. 
Cabaret Dinner Dance 
each night. 

RESTAURANT BOAT. 
HEALTH CLUB 

9k iib 

SWIMMING POOL. 

£242 per person. fi 

Tu in / Double Room. B 
Milion Sired, I 

Chexler. CHi 3NF. I 
Tri: 01244 350035. | 

Fax: 01244 345635 1 


WALES 


BEAlilirtX quality pnpMtae 
around aplondld Welsh coaaL 
Log (lrae. Linen provided. Pern 
•relcoma Free. Call for Colowr 
brochure Quality Cot ta ges 
01348 837873 


MDEAWAYS Cottages of dlsdnc- _ 

L,\KE DISTRICT 


CUMBRIAN COTTAGES. 200 
i rottxgn, LIB 

inspected, ehon brk. Xxna t 
Nvw Year aveO. 01228 599950 


- BRECON BEACONS Lind rad mu 

avail Inc 3 at our larger M- 
tagas xlaep 12-r Ideal 2 Cam- 

_ Digs. 01874 676446 

200 SUPERB fxtmhae nr Arran moan- 
t, “ tains.5 beds. 2 baths, 2 show- 
“ * am. log fire* 01746 76229G 


BEi 1998 BOOMS-OUT KM 

Scotland. NortbunUKrlana laves 
tc*5. Pnw. Nates. East Angfe. item 
smsex. OttswokK. Ootwt samarot 
Derai. conmai + Irebn press 
lea Ban UK evoi tnOudlns KnyU' 

m. Ouse Jsa 
®s»oa225^@ 



Chalet for 
6/8 people 
£130pp 7 days 

Traditional alpine village 
of La Gusaz. Easy access 
from road, rail or air. 
Friendly, relaxed 
atmosphere. 

For a brochure & a 
chat: 01202-765 995. 
Mobile: 0802-961916. 


- 

Juafer the Jit,.-riling 

Free brochutc lexlunng 
350 selected Wesl 

Country iiotMgrf 

01326 565555 

Mty Ifravllxv ■» A 


LUXURY Cob vmved Barn. Close to 
Cooleton Water. Log Fire, Stone 
Walla. Beams etc. Sips 5/7. 
From £2S0 gw. 0171 6905342. 


LAKE Nsmcr Welcome Cot¬ 
tages. 1998 colour brochure. 
01756 702208 

ULLSWATER Lux opt for 2. uA, 
Xnuae weak TlPBpw. afl Inc.TcL 

017684 8623S. _ 

LANCX1ALE 3 S 4 bed luxury 
boeioa. lsc leteuro club with 
POOL 0161 904 9445._ 


LONDON 

CHRWIMAS Sfxlda Vale. Lax IT 
flat, slpe 3, Uk 7-Ten 5. E75ptL 
Tefc 0171 2660282._ 


eents. Tot 0181 451 

Fax: OIBX 459 44 22. 


NEW FOREST 


THE WINES OF 
SOUTH AFRICA'S CAPE 





MD WALES rural renuar ♦ 
annex, xlpa 10. CH. log ant, 
«~NWa01 WI 850845. 

Welsh Country 
Cottages 

, An liNNVAUED choice 
jfj in ihe bca aieas of Wjles. 
'Shy Fire h8 page 

loIciit brochure. ) 

RING (09901811122 
’ 3J&, KEF. ttMiO- U+Hrtl 


A Mipeft- tdccbm of qiulilir 
cluracivr ctiHaBtrs in the 
I'embn Air.hiiv CiMvl N.ilknvil 
Pari. All propiThes funtrsfv.-d 
In llu: highest stendards. 

n».nc iv.-v lor ten. ooLiur bruefautv 

01239-881397ir: 


NORTHUMBRIA WILTSHIRE 

NORTHUMBRIA'S Wekrame Cot ! ”J^L 


Ten and seventeen day inclusive itineraries - sightseeing, cellar visits, 
tutored winetastings, superb meals and accommodation. Award winning 
South African Airways flights. Exciting extension options! 

For colour brochure telephone 0161 839 5158 
Fax 0161 839 5160 
E-Mail: designertr@aoi.com 
[g ABTA V5554 ATOL 2878 

Ln iNifDtx Designer Travei Ltd 

I Suite 5D, Parsonage Chambers 

IXVPiPfnW 3 Parsonage, 

^ ^TPAtniLUiinD Manchester M3 2HF 


Hand-piduxl oottniwi 
thiuuqbout Bn dm. 

and countryside. 
Free cnlitur hrt>Jiure. 


Phone 01502 502 603 

Quote C4587' 


CORNWALL & DEVON 

A CCLA IMS* selection at cot- 
cmh on both cAoitf of Coen- 
well and on ScfHy. 1998 
Brochure now available hen 
Comlsh T rarilrtonnl CottBOM 

(0990) 134967.7 day peramal 
sarvicn 9 am - 9 pjn 

CADGWTTH. Lisard. Character 
cottage* In rool flahlng cove. 
Imi a 98. 01326 290764. 


SCOTLAND _ 

HMBL City: SIC holiday homo slpa 
2-5. All mod cone. Uln let 3 
days Fr CX50. 0131 6672230 




WINTER SPORTS 


YORKSHIRE _ 

YORK3HKE Dales Welcome Col¬ 
lages. 1998 colour brochure. 
01756 702209 

COTTAGES Yorkshire Inc Yack. 
Km highly . x-rU l n te d Colour- 
Brochure 01845 597660. 

YORK City Centre. Nov-Mareh 
QOpp BAB nopp DBAS. Sup¬ 
plement lor slngles/iuces. All 
faculties. Car park. Abbots 
Itvws Hotel 01904 634866. 


PORTUGAL 


STEP OUT 
IN STYLE... 

...wilh your perfect 
partner! Check out our 
Rendezvous section for 
ihe best way lo meet 
that SPECIAL someone. 
Now wiih free voice 
messaging sysiern 
-see (WEEKEND) 
supplement Tor details. 

THE^#feiTIMES I 


WINTER SPORTS 


.c** EALTOUU1 

u Celle CPBiHry Club 


^BTUc 


Withai waLtig kem the 

auenr 6sl»j rfaer iit Af/w. *rpi ra 
irJes 4 men or lirdy bei/hCL ALTO 
CM> utone fan TvevjhM the 
(ear. pj; rtt4j| c 1 im ur, -a#- 

□nervy 1l2bed*5SiL?HW 
vftu. set m ov'jl gi r*« or 
overtotAtiji im Gtilf Co<ne 

Tel; 0138) 220101. 


WINTER SPORTS 


ON STT1 FACJUTTCS 

1? hole 'r.<ump«r&hp Gel* Coira 
1 act . Or-i:un: co green froi to, 
rndjnij Savrm-irig Pool. Fbodki 
T«Tf"> ijtjrL Conn toom. fitness 
ojxe rieiltt' S Beaut) Centre. 'J h 
sr.r ^estaixin: 5 -Ihibronir. Fet 
ijThe: draft. 

Fax: 01303 220105. 


THE BEST SKI VALUE IN FRANCE 

/yy No.*, vo 1 . 1 car, bjri. Purr? -j v‘acances 

quaii!, apaiiifienis ecrc-ss ne •- 
Frencn Alps, through Err a Lo* AO 

6BE8V4TKX6: Q1715&12MI . ~ ~ 

www.cfiialowxo.uk. 

U JL HOLIDAYS _ 

IbvSv RBHANWA MUIEL A THEATOFI 


35.00 


Dinner 
Bed end 

Breakfast 


I-TaTc-^ 


SMOY 

houws 




Suhjn-t la AuliWIin: rrariiTinib apfiiv tec «ifudet; ^ 
UK Aw mptm tart. - 3 



‘J U«h 


At Heavenly, Lake Tahoe, California including 
accommodation, return flights to Rano, transfers or 
1 week's car hire. Departing 24/31 Jan and 7 Feb. 
★ 

18 top resorts across the USA 

★ 

Free UK connecting flights. 

See your travel agent or call United vacations on 


Brochure hotline 01235 824 482 

W United vacations' 


UNITED AIRLINE*" 


2 WAYS TO GET 
YOUR TRAVEL 
INSURANCE 

I. FIEE FROM UINN POLY 


BRITANNIA UOTO. 

pnttmd AM. MjwJwct 

siti ra sa 

BRITANNIA SACHAS HOTEL 
Purasn,. Uucheao 
■111 2» I2M 

BRITANNIA ttXWTHY IHHHX 
ilradirittf teirftfflami Anpm 
fllil jMJ/II 

BRITANNIA HOTEL 
hj/v ol fa fail Cvuna ■ Stwipvt 

n» *» ibh 

BRITANNIA AUDLEV HUTTi. 

tVlveqir I ribrc - Ibk. CWuft 

IIHIS-I’N 

BOWORTH HILL HOTEL 
la fa ftvxwy - Abiirr Buret jtb 
0ISSS»1*1* 

BRITANNIA HOTEL 
Nr- Stun, Bmijtae 
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BRITANNIA ROTEL 
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ei’raniru 

THE ROYAL COl/KT HOTEL 
Larelre.i.iAvstr, 
OI3DOJTUI7] 

BRITANNIA HOTEL 
IxcNxif Slivvf. WiJiDfuay^a 

•nuaivr: 

THF INTERNATIONAL MOTH 
1»mll Will Lcadre EN "SI 
8171 Tiling 

THE QJVE HIJTEL 


IXIROPAUOm 

1 u.vt AapefL Hal iaset 

llWUuu 

THF ROYAL ALBION IlfTTYL 
0. fa Ng ■ Bnptun, Exl Sren 

•I2TI OTM 


Free insurance with any broefaured overseas 
holiday costing £299* or more per person, 
just ask at any Loon Poly Holiday Shop. 


dooM * traftroa owmtas noMUys von 4 owafcan oi up t7 days eMy. 
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CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR 


A PERFECT CHRISTMAS IN LONDON 

OVERLOOKING HYDE PARK 
Exyo Loodko a Tre IfalA. MIMfB U.- M W. IbeTi. 
CbMuOivCran a Wen Rul Nbowk Mart More 
Fu8a luduuVE VS D«| HcSdar. from juu C'Stp 

VsuAm EHabeth Uotet 

k> LmtJUcTtmtt. HvJc Part Ijuraue UT IPE 
Tcl-OI7|gOSeM| Fu. QI7I-ZJ4 MW 
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SATURDAY RENDEZVOUS 


TOADVEKnsgr: 

CALL: 0171 

FAX; 01714833ft i 



To RESPOTVfi to an advertiser. .. 

...BY VOICEA^n, Wl«a responding to an All advertisements in Rendezvous have the ® symbol, 
advertiser call 0597 505 563 (calls cost £1J30 per indicating that the advertiser has the facility for you to 
minute) and then follow the simple voice instructions. leave him/her a voice message. 


SATURDAY 

RENDEZVOUS 


LADIES 


GENTLEMEN 







SATURDAY 

RENDEZVOUS 


SATURDAY 

RENDEZVOUS 


VIRGINIA 

CHARLES 


The exclusive introduction agency for 
people of quality and integrity 


The Old Brewery, Burford, 
Oxfordshire 0X18 4SG 


Telephone 

01993824500 


LONDON AND NATIONWIDE 




tssEp- 

379900 





bKnharCwtal 
details 0171 839 
01812971424 


PafJt uaaifr etth 
u ii hie At iDrguic! if 
tbnr toad drde. 
PuttUnt ja At dial avr 
to expand jour ban^pKi. 

fHn» EMails ib QiLuyxtiixi 
W-Jn to 3 Abidjan ft! 
untai Ml ML tx C*U1 

01869 324 100 

/nf»WA W£H%tV 
M J> iwiiiB'i »Lm» 
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RENDEZVOUS 


LOCAL OFFICES XAFIO.SVWF, 

MORE! 

LOCAL OEMS TO mi 

MORE! 

-local comas mum. \ 

Seclineage columns here. ! Djijfj-WJjM 

i OPES? DM A KEEK 


\0V OPEN IN IRE1AND: 061375300 



SATURDAY 

RENDEZVOUS 


HUMt UktoUfla OW. XT. DB. 
EU Ladta*. don't be dm to 




~ . ''C^PSani &den 

j / —* "4 stunning success rale... 

/ . Countless low* term relationships" 

» v. S 




HAIL GN SUNDAY 


>(il! hi lieu- '.:lc t> fie cl pi<-|>:c >\i' H r.;;'. 

\Uu i:s*t cir.'.c ::U*P.s --.ir ;m 

.;;:d sv ic:;IJ I !< 

Win^r: 01753 830350 i.mki.m, 0171 499 9626 

Helen House - .is T Yicwtw Sl>v,-f - U hutsttr ■ V t //•/; 


m. 


★ DOCTORS • ARCHITECTS • =A.*j<ESS • ACCOUNTANTS ★ 

| drawing down the moon 'i 

7H5 Orfc’G^.'AL PERSONAL ^T?.0D'JCTiC\ AGFkfV £ 

Probably the best g 

agency in the world ? 


3 * 


0171-937 6263 s 

Heed Cf.c. = 

Ada rr 5 Eva .\U~.vv KmiMi-oicn 5 
C.fy Office C2 nn c S::o?t > 

24 hour-- r,Vr.Cff ASiA :st.1?34 i 


-k MEDIA COM PAN: DIRECTORS • LAWYERS • r?. ★ 


SATURDAY 

RENDEZVOUS 


J-Llii2iJLk- r 


^EXECUTO'Ea* 

BRIGHTON 

Marina 

For Introductions in Sussex 


01273 818100 


| Cou 


Country Partners 


ners I 

cy 1 


TT7T 


ALL BOX 
NUMBER 


MM JRKKl 


SHOULD BE 
ADDRESSED TO: 

BOX No:-_ 

c/o THE TIMES 
NEWSPAPERS 
LTD 

P O-BOX 3553. 
VIRGINIA ST. 
LONDON. El 9GA 


Probably the only Agency 
that accepts'members 
up to 80 years old. 

A truly personal sendee. 

Code of Practice supported by OFT 

Tel MRS HEBER PBICY 
01432 342204 24hrs 
or Fax 01432 370381 for details 


EXECUTIVE CLUB 

for quality 

JEWISH 

# Pcivored Intmiurum • Dinner Panie* 


'0181 203 4661 


Ini' — 

Lie codd be more fin ff you cal 

i 

Renonti baraducaons and Enchanred Evenings 
| far aaatireiaufciainiti people 

PtouF caS Chef|< Brawn 

e- »w 0171 351 5535 

m. 

m 



’ My and Lnn probably 

the moit highly respected, and' 
certainly the oldest and most 
genmaeiy personal mstch-makxEg 

bureau m the country " 
(BenreseHalmn t w8erfBS) 

KATHARINE ALLEN Tel: 0171 9353115 
18 Thayer Street-London W1M5LD 
- the tartan that refies on hnman intelligence 




Codec 

I ’ 

I or Fa 


by OFT 

* I 

letaUs I 


He Scad Bob Gspaji ar &gfc ft«F 

Tel: 0181 4269168 


« 


Parolrn 
'rrounk 


at THE EXECUTIVE ULlV 


■ 

9 ,RG 


Tht quality pound ir.rmimun lerncr 

and exclusive damn pants fur uiuuuchtd pnyfnthmls 


0117 073 5877 


& Wfcfto Heretort Chkvd Fbatoig Ban Mol E*lef Torguor PMnaMn Tn«o 


AixraclhT. 

charming. 

intelligent 

(Icmpeioi'v.) 



If you need a 
sophisticated male 
companion for any 
function, occasion or 
family event, call 

01714375580. 

Choose your part 
time partner from 
A Mao On Your Ann 
and you wiD go to 


t il t s ',. , w r rr 


IE73 


Celebrities to secretaries 


Ctuh 


Smce 1985people of quality have bemirmdmrdthm^marlit^socMm^tiad 
superb inimtkctmuTYice.Vkinrtei^^ to 

selectwofmutated pmfrssmalsmlheUK. 

• Personal bawduaiotts • Social events 




MUSIC LOVERS 

Cteaal ^ Partners 

u Mil y «unU" 
C-attv Titr A BBC Rocha J 
nod Cl««r W WjE»anr 


Warwick Alb Coni- 
MDkIM 
nnwiuiiUM 
nraiBDiEmaA 
•im *422*0 IShnU Omen 


dovetail 

# Indhndaal 
Personal 
Introductions 

# Pro fess ional 
and Business 
Members 

London, Surrey, 
Sussex. South East 
and M4 Corridor 

0171 483 3377 


hnp-y/www.mscuUMcUs-iS com/exec 


0171 499 8833 


E.G. PARTIES \ 

Mantel* of Sie Executive Club of St JaaMsfe may attend ■ whole rangn of parte throughout the UK miging tram coctoH 
parties to bOekfle dinner dances. Social reerobw sh lp to oie a ganlaa ao u costs E<Q tor 3 mootts or £125 lor 2 yeas. For 
those soeWng to fad 90tnaontt specMBie In tro du ction sanrfoa ranges «mm E2<0 tor ■ beafc m amteriM p to ns gaieh w 
CT^OO 0 you are so roeone raryepedaL We invite you to caU us so we may ten you aaon about oureenfces and wtat 
makes us so (efferent. . 

• Wfe are seeking Social Hostesses in certain areas. 

V P UtASSOCWIEOroCEa . IkOOn,HoQfai^m.Sta(Md,biitOi,CmbriagB,HKlkvd l Dciitiy > Cli*car.LoDdoa l Br^itca, 

XnLW^IIarflwiaptisi.BBdf^BteMM.IIaadwtiKlLtiUss . 


r 
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Usting nearly 10,000 current members « 

to 10.30pm 7 days a week or write to FREEPOST 305 London EC1B 1SY. ^ 



i DO YOU KNOW HIM? 

Top people are ‘introduced’ to each other. They 
always have been and always will be! They do 
not ‘bump into each other 1 at the local pub, dub 
or singles dance. 


My name is Richard Alun Jenkins and I’m reputed to have the largiest 
collection of quality unattached friends in the U.K. Since 1985 itli^sT 
been my privilege to introduce them to each other, either personally ,l 
of through one of my organisations such as The Executive Club.;' -r 

I invite you to call and talk to me personally, 9.30am - 9.30pm l 
weekdays or talk to any of my 25 staff. ; y' : • 

07000499 8833 
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To Place an Ab... 
by Phone by post, fax or email 

Test: phase attach y sur w ordi n g to the coupan adjacent. 
Ilf / I Adwrfte for only £11^ pa-BaeaBd astute-box ebargeaf 

VA 7 X ^ OA WUV £11J75, (box number is epes-28 days) 

AH advertisers wiD now reesfr-e postal refies rotex man response fadBty at so extra charge. 

TO AN AD 


by Voice Mail by Post 

^ Afi postal fqriaes shouldlie addressed toBox No, 
caavSyJ 505 563 {calls cost!I DO per minute at all' ’ cfi»Tte Tunes. PO. Box 35S},V|rab^a Stmt. 
ames) and then feQow the simple voiee instructions. LondonE19GA- 

ftcWTl dsa 
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No 3439: Cargo by Sabre 


1.2 13 


■■■■■ 


o |10 I 111 112 


Has 


LISTENER CROSSWORD No 3439 

NAME association with Wateretone’s 

ADDRESS.... 


Cut oat and send the completed crossword and coupon above to The 
Listener Crossword No 3439.63 Green Lane. St Albans, Hertfordshire 
AL3 6 HE. by Thursday. December 18. 


THE unclued lights represem possible cargo. Eight 
across and eight down dues are normal, hut have 
answers jumbled before entry in the diagram. In 
remaining dues, one word has been jumbled: the 
answers are entered normally. 

ACROSS 

1 The Argo? See 6 . perhaps (5). 

6 The Cargonauts — trouble-makers taking 
one in? ( 8 ). 

13 Logic circuits with choice of pole (4). 

14 Colder sky disturbed yetis (9). 

15 Maybe setters unbutton in good German 
society (7). 

16 Buttered mix drips an stove {9), 

17 Norse books: some recommended reads (4). 

18 Prisoner of war wearing black eye — 
magenta? (9). 

22 Could be following reverse bid 15). 

23 Feature of cafe, topless cast (3). 

24 Cook stew that is dismal (5). 

25 Outstanding teak tree (4). 

26 Certain tobacco stocks triple after shows 19). 

29 Wager about Queen Vic’s husband? (4). 

33 1 resent beginning an order ( 6 ). 

34 Drapery, short one, fashionable (7). 

35 Sailor born at sea owns glider (9). 

36 Editor heard deer (4). 

37 Blemishes indeed in affected English rose ( 8 ). 

38 Sunburnt old judge leaves later 15). 


DOWN 

1 Young fish, small aplastic anglers (61. 

2 Half cops at present stick together ( 8 ). 

3 Guys, rouged, in wings (5). 

4 Unbearably burning issue about yellow-cots (13). 

5 Bardic Constable, unerly swell (S). 

7 Lecturer, one mad about N E England print (13). 

8 Modest object: first in examination ( 6 ). 

9 Admirer of knight hugs younger sculptor (5). 

10 Grandee could store one jade? I (3). 

11 Anodyne — Irish fly (5). 

12 Grand gallery described by expert (7). 

19 The Baltimore bailer ( 8 ). 

20 With arms spread in conjugal union IS). 

21 Currency: peruse exchanged finesse (S). 

22 Ignored crazy boaster (7). 

27 Pbst of principal is nasty: gets one such icy 
features ( 6 ). 

28 Josh’s item for afternoon service 16 ). 

30 A game, capturing desert emus (5). 

31 Disorders oi the gentleman's back, tedious (5). 

32 Applaud. one hears, a round at Pebble Beach (5). 
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BRIDGE 


by Robert Sheehan 


WHAT do you make of the last bid 
in each o! these auctions? 

WfiSl Eao 


In the firsr au.u.„. a Eim haJ u 
good dub sun and strnny hand he 
would stan with Tim* fluhs over 
Wests One Mean: in the second 
auction. West would show a o lHk j 
hand with diamonds and spades bv 
rebiddma Two Spades over East^ 
One Mean response. So fo e c-ura 
jump shows some other type of 
hand, and most plavers nuwadava 

use it as a ‘Splinter Bid". 

In auctions in which a Mtwfejumn 
in a new suit would be forcing a 
double jump shows at least four- 
card support for partner's suit and 
shortage (usually □ sinjk-ion hut 
sometimes a void) in the bid suit. 

and a game-going hand. Splinters 
makes use of a bid not required for 
any other purpose -- the hallmark of 
an efficient bidding aareemeut. 
They help determine whether the 
hands fit well fur slam purposes A 
typical East hand for the first 
auction would he: 

*A42*KJ753»A654*5 
In the second sequence West will 
have somethin" like 

♦ AQ7 S'* AJ6544AK3 

A splinter by responder usually 
occurs after an opening hid of nne 
of a major. The hand should have 
around 11-14 points in high curds, 
and no good side suit. An example 
sequence is show n here. 


* AO 5 3 2 1 

»5 i 

* KU32 t 

* A tfl 5 


! *KJ986 


Jw E 1 »AJ^2 

’ S ':** 
i——_ *092 


West can see his diamund holding of 
KJxx is facing a singleton. -o signs 
off in Four Spades. If East* minor- 
suit Holdings are reversed he starts 
with Four Clubs over One Spade; 
West can see the hands fit well and 
can make slam tries. 

To splinter in response to a minor- 
suit opening the responder needs io 
he stronger titan over a major-suit 
opening. 


*K95 

W A 5 2 I w 

♦ KOJ108 I 
*94 L_. 


N 1 #A064 
Ei *7 
: * A 7 64 2 
__: *A 107 


Robson 

Forrester 

JD 

3 H ft) 

3S (2 . 

■aCf3> 

<H(3) 

*S0| 

SO Mi 

6 D (S| 

Pass 


1) Splinter, showing good diamond 


support and a singleton hearr. 

2) Showing strength in spades. 

3) Cue-bids. 

4) At this point he has done enough. 
Si With the queen nf spades useful 
opposite Wests presumed king he 
is full value for slam. 

Ne\r week in the daily enlumn in 
Sport I will be giving further 
examples of auctions involving 
splinter bids. 




WATERSTONE’S 

The winner will receive 
a Walerstone’s book 
token worth £75. Five 
runners-up wQl each 
receive a book token 
worth £10 

Wsicrsicne's first opened a bookshop in 1982. and now has a branch in virtually every 
major town and city in the UK and Ireland. Each of its I0Q<jdd branches has at least 
SODOi] tides instock and can order anj hoc* currexuiy in print in the UK. Out-of-Prim 
Booksearch. 01892 522700. Mailing Service and Signed Ftrsi Editions, 01225448596. for 
your nearest branch of Wainstnnrt. call 01225 44S595L 



nan 
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Solution and Notes to No 3456; 

Pot iores? by Petti 
Diffialiores lectiones potions? 

Preferred readings spell “keys inside if down the diagonal. Redundant 
words and. where appropriate, the preferred and ihe rejected readings 
are as follows: 

ACROSS: 1. Take 5. Orderly, physick. physics 10. Rings U. Evicts: queen, 
quean 13. Sedation 15. Old; myna, mlna 16. Living IS. Vacancy: hasn't, 
haunt 20. Extra 21. Name: lei. lei 22. Unsavoury 24. Mudel 25. Early: 
pence, peace 26. Runic 27. Office 29. Unusual; pasch. parch XL 
Spenserian 34. Aggression 36. Motor; iun. don 37 Bacchanalian 39. In: 
iiidra. inura 40. Ghetto 41. Underneath: alee, alcte 43. Inflicted 45-Tnddle; 
sides. To; sedes 46. Initiative 47. Easy: idlers, sellers 48. Script 

DOWN: I. Something 2. Contains 3. Anomalous 4. New- 5. Desiring 6 . 
Island 7. Atomic centos, cantos 8 . Ground: knap, snap 9. Relative II. 
Agitate, quaich. Augment; quatch 11 Magi; eytve. Many; cine 14. Fane; 

_ ____ then: thea 17. Out popped, poppet 19. Real; spends, upends 23. Kepi 25. 

Eavesdropping; paires. padres 26. Young 28. Secret: bailie; bailee 30. It: 
soar, roar 31. Needs 33. Suffers 35. Intimate; dens, dons 37. Distressed 38. Empire; past, pass 42. intensity 44. TnlentNe 
The winner is: P. Ruff of Hampshire. The five runners-up are: A. Pearson of Perth, Tayside; B. Widger of Cheshire; 
M. Gamier of Walton-an-Thames. Surrey: P. Allwrighi of Hampshire and R. Stone of Worcester. 
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HaHaBaenflEan 
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BC IBE 

0DBBBI3BBBBBB 
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WORD WATCHING 


Answers from page .V- 
RHYSSA 

(b» An ichneumon of the genus so 
called, the members nf which prey 
upon the larvae of woud-heiring 
insects, especially in conifers, and 
are usually black vvirh white face 
and markings. The Greek word 
means “wrinkly". 

RUNG 

(a) In Finland, a short poem or song 
on an epic or legendary subject. 
Specifically, one of the songs which 
together constitute the Ka leva la. 
SAM POT 

(a) A kind of Cambodian sarong. 
French adaptation of the Cambodi¬ 
an sampuet. 


PAHARI 

(cl In foil gfn pahil. ein and bitters. 
In Malay ftahir * bitter. “There was 
the euphoria of foreseeing our¬ 
selves in Maugham fiction — 
white-nixedoed dinner-parties, the 
fans turning on die ceiling, gin 
pahirs on the veranda, humid 
adultery behind the jalousies. - 


TWO BRAINS 


Frum page 36 

Question 1: 

29 The- number is reached through ihe 
sum of alpha position (A * I.B * 2 etcl. 
first lt-ner plus the square nf alpha 
position Tor the sco-nd letter. Thus 
T * 2D and C * 3.26« V * 29 
Question 2: 

Adieu and Audio 


CHESS 


COMPUTER GAMES AND PASTIMES 


by Raymond Keene 


by Tim Wapshott 


GOETHE wrote that chess was 
"the touchstone of the intellect". 
Lenin added that chess was "the 
gymnasium of the mind", while 
Leibnitz approved of “rational 
games, since they helped to perfect 
the an of thinking". 

A little nearer home Shake¬ 
speare. tore had an acquaintance 
with chess and has Ferdinand and 
f il Miranda playing a game on stage 
in The Tempest. 

However, none of these great 
minds actually has an authentic 
game recorded, unlike Tolstoy, 
several of whose games have come 
down m posterity.' 

This week I give two chessboard 
encounters by the author of War 
and Peace arid Anna Karenina.' 

While: Count Leo Tolstoy, Blade 
Aylmer Maud 
Russia 1906 

King's Gambit Accepted 

1 e4 e5 2 M exf4 

3 Nf3 g5 4 Bo4 04 

5 Ne5 QH4+ 6 Kfl d5 

7 BxdS 73 8 gxR Qh3+ 

9 Kel g3 10 d4 




V •j'.* £ 

; 


abcdefgh 

While's opening has been too risky 
and here Black could win with 10 
. ■ ■ Qg2- 
io... g 2 

.After this error White succeeds in 
first stopping, and then rounding 
up. Black's passed g-pawn. after 
which his own counter-attack is 
victorious. 

11 Rgl QH4+ 12 Ke2 NhS 

13 Bxg2 c6 14 Bxb6 C3td5 

15 KxtB 16 Qel Qe7 

17 Nc3 f6 18 N*dS Qd6 

ig Qg3 1 Xb 5 20 Qg7+ 

A near irony, of which the great 
novelist himself would doubtless 
have approved. 

White's winning move is a mir¬ 


ror image of the move with which 
black could have won on move ten- 

20 .. Ke8 21 Ctxh8+ 

Black resigns 


White: Aylmer Maud Black: 
Count Leo Tolstoy 
Russia 1909 
RayLopa 

1 b« e5 2 Nf3 Nc6 

3 Bb5 .afi 4 Ba4 bS 

5 Bb3 Nf6 6 Ng5 d5 

7 exdS Nxd5 



abcdefgh 

Tolstoy has tried a line of the Two 
Knights Defence, known as the 
Ffegatello variation, which is 
known to be risky for Black on 
account of the following sacrifice 
against Black's most vulnerable 
point 

In its purest form die FegateUo. 
which has clairhed many Black 
victims, goes thus: I e4eS2N£3 Nc 6 
3 Bc 4 Nffi 4 HgS d55 exdS Nxd5 and 
now6Nxf7. 

8 Nxf7 Kxf7 9 Qf3+ Ke6 

10 Nc3 Ncb4 

For his piece Black'S king is directly 
in the firing line, but this move 
blunders back die extra material. 
10... Nce7 is best. 

11 a3 

Putting the question to Wadi’s 
entire rickety structure. 

11 ... Bb7 12 ax** Ra7 
13 Qg4+ Kd6 14 No4+ Kc6 

15 Qe6+ BdS 

White’s attack is triumphant and 
Black could already have resigned 
wfth a clear conscience. 

16 Bxd5+KbB 17 Bxb7 Rxb7 
18 d3 Ka7 19 B®3+ Kb8 
20 Rxa6 ReS 21 Qa2 efi 
22 Ra8+ Kc7 23 QaS+ Kd7 
24 RxdS+Black resigns 


WINNING MOVE 


By Raymond Keene 
White to play. This position is 
from ihe fame Speelman- Sax. 
’ntessatoniki Olympiad 19S8. 

Material is equal in this 
endgame, but White is very active 
ana the Black toes are very 
tangled. How can White force the 

decisive breakthrough? 

Send vour answer on a post¬ 
card to The Times, 1 Pennington 
Street, London El 9XN. TTie first 
correct answer drawn on Thurs¬ 
day will »in a year's subscription 
to the Staunton Society. The 
answer wili be published next 
Sjrurday- 

Last week's solution: 1 Ng5 


Last week’s winner K M 
Mutchell, Great Holm, Milton 
Keynes, Bucks. 



ANXIOUS that Santa might not 
deliver quite enough presents to 
keep the entire household occupied 
well into 1998? In our latest 
competition, two families will split 
£ 1.000 worth of gaming goodies 
from Tiger Electronics. Top of each 
pfle is a “game.com'*. the hand-held 
console which takes miniature 
game cartridges and can even be 
used as a basic link to the Internet. 

The two £500 treasure chests will 
also indude a child's laptop com¬ 
puter and a junior electronic 
organiser. Batman & Robin walkie 
talkies, Hercules and Lost World 
LCD games, a pair of Laser Tag 
zappers (one of ihe biggest sellers in 
America at the moment), voice 
changers and a Giga Pet 

Entering Cyberspace Thirty- 
Nine is very easy. All you have to 
do is send us your favourite 
seasonal joke. The judges will be 
looking for decent rib-ticklers. En¬ 
tries. limited to one per household, 
should be clearly written and 
submitted on a postcard to: 
Cyberspace Thirty-Nine. Comput¬ 
er Games and Pastimes, Weekend. 
The Times. 1 Pennington Street 
London El 9XN. 

You may also e-mail your jokes, 
marked Cyberspace Thirty-Nine,. 
to cvf>er@dtrcon.co.uk. You must 



Two families will split £1,000 worth of Tiger Electronics games 


indude your name, age, address 
and telephone number. The dosing 
date is Tuesday. December lb. 
Normal Times competition rules 
apply. 

THE National Lottery still keeps 
us (Mi tenterhooks each Saturday, 
even if fewer of us tune in for the 
midweek draw on Wednesdays. At 


NEW SOFTWARE 


b c d e f g h 


SHOWING just how important it 
is to get the right title. Ubi Soft 
Entertainment sent out review 
copies of Sob Culture pointing out 
that “Tins is not a beat ’em upl". 
The game could not be further from 
urban violence, but it is easy to see 
that there could be confusion. The 
culture referred to here lives be¬ 
neath the sea in submarines. The 
game is set in what should be a 
beautiful world, filled with coral, 
fish and other assorted and largely 
placid sea creatures. 

But thanks to man. the serene 
, surroundings are threatened. Hu- 
! man debris and toxins being 
poured into outlets above ground 
cloud ihe otherwise perfect picture. 

A side effect of the contamination 
is that the sea creatures are now 
mutating. The game is played over 
a series of missions, starting with 
the exercise which fuels the 
gameplay. To upgrade your sub 
you must trade by collecting crys¬ 
tals to sell to a refinery: Mixed with 
the trading elements are the real 
adventures as you search and 
rescue others ducking and diving 
.Ihe mutants on your tail. 

The lighting effects add plenty of 
atmosphere, especially the shafts of 
sunlight forcing their way beneaih 
the waves and mottling the seabed. 
The game looks glorious but the 
action lacks urgency because of the 
setting. The water resistance ar 
times means your sub is moving 
through treacle. 

Verdict 8 out of 10. Underwater 
odyssey at a leisurely pace. £39.99. 

FLYING CORPS Gold is a first 
World War flight sim and aerial 
combat caper rolled into one. This 
is a revamped release of the 
successful Flying Corps bui with a 


Sub Culture: looks glorious 

few nifty additions, including 
multiplayer modem possibilities. 
Scramble into the air in a choice of 
19 authentic flying machines, like a 
Nieuport 28. Fokker Dri Triplane 
or Sopwith Camel, and pick off 
bandits at ten otlock if you can. 

There are plenty of campaigns to 
Jet you hone your dog-fighting 
skills or you can tailor challenges to 
suit with a new mission editor. 
Given the basic nature of the 
planes at your disposal, you are not 
confronted with a vast an array of 
dials, switches and controls. 

Handling the craft takes some 
skill but mere is nothing more 
rewarding than the first time you 
get an enemy plane in your sights 
and pluck it out of the sky. This 
revamped version also boasts im¬ 
proved artificial intelligence, so 
planes do not spin out of control as 
often and handle better when flown 
at low altitudes. This is a modest, 
and modestly priced, title from 
Empire but it serves up plenty of 
thrills and spUls. The only thing 
you need to make more of the 
experience is one of those joke 
windswept scarves with a wire in it. 

Verdict 7 out of 10. Charming 
WWl dogfigbter. £29.99- 


the official site [hup://www. 
naiional-lottery.co.uk/game/ 
genplain.html). you can look up 
facts and figures, check old num¬ 
bers and even use the spooky on¬ 
line random number generator to 
make your choice. I say spooky 
because when I tried, it came up 
with four of the six numbers on my 
ticket and what are the odds of that 


happening? Now [ am in a quanda¬ 
ry. Perhaps, because the*« num¬ 
bers have come up. it means rhey 
will never do su again in the real 
thing On the other^hand, could this 
be 3 n omen rellins me to keep 
playing because my numbers will 
be up shortly? 

li may be spooky but. this 
coincidence aside, the generator is 
barely any fun io run. Fur every r -\ 
spent on the Iorrery, only 2Sp makes 
its way to good causes and you can 
get a dreary overview at the site of 
the way this is divided. 

In effect, money destined to help 
others is dished out through one of 
five channels (Charities. Millen¬ 
nium. Sports. Heritage and Arts). 
There are several other Web sites 
offering random number selec¬ 
tions. One is Steve Blundell's UK 
National Lottery Page ( hup ;// 
www. I led nit I b.demon .co. u k). where 
you can also track down details of 
likely numbers. Updated weekly, 
these are IS numbers based on 
what has historically gone before. 
It includes those which have ap¬ 
peared most (currently 5.25.28.43. 
44.45). six which have cropped up 
least 1 13.15.18.37.39 and 4°) a nd an 
undefined "most overdue" list {7. 
12. 13.20. 26. 49}. 

Not all sites are a celebration of 


the money-spinner. As its title 
suggests. The Futility of the Lottery 
(hup:// www.cgsysiems.co.uk/fu tile. 
indcx.htm) aims to knock the 
nation s ger-rich-quick scheme for 
six with an intriguing experiment. 
Twice a week idiuOO new random 
selections are theoretically entered 
For the draws. The results make 
interesting reading. In a bad week, 
the imaginary E 10.000 stake nets a 
profit of between E300 3 nd £600. 
while the average return an the 
stake is said to be £2.699.43. Only 
three times since February has rhe 
experiment produced wins exceed¬ 
ing £10.000- for £11.546. £14.504 
and £15-203 respectively. 

THERE is nothing new in getting 
your computer to talk to you. In 
the dark Eighties there were al¬ 
ready several small DOS pro¬ 
grammes which could lake your 
text then read it aloud. 

One of the latest incarnations of 
the genre is the Talk Back CD-Rom 
for Windows 95. available for a 
hefty £70 frum several suppliers 
including Innovations (09^0 
S0706Ct». Define text in a regular file 
and at the push of a button it is read 
aloud in a female voice. Delivery 
has an appealing metallic feel and 
some pronunciations are hilarious. 



[SOLUTION TO JUMBO CROSSWORD 137| 
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The winner of an Alfred Dunhill AD2U00. worth £125 is M.Carter of Lundon WI2 
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MODERN. MANNERS 


by John Morgan 


Send ynur queries :o Morgan's Modem Manners. The Times, Weekend, 
! Pennington Street. London El 9NX 


When a dinner-guest arrives 
at one's home clutching a 
of wine, is it correct to serve 
j»at bottle al the meal (it might not 
be complementary with the food)? 
A friend recently suggested that a 
Snest bringing a bottle might be 
anxious to ensure a really "de- 
orar drink with his/her dinner — 
not wishing to leave such an 
important matter to his hosts. — 
Anne Thomas. Da teller. Berkshire. 


A host is under no obligation 
to serve a bottle of'wine 
brought by a guest. He may. 
however, deride that it could be 
opened if he feels it will be a 
suitable addition to the evening's 
enjoyment. Fur instance. I went to a 
dinner party recently where a 
German guest had brought two 
bottles of Eisweitt. These were 
gleefully opened hy our hostess to 
accompany the pudding and were 
a treat all round. I am not 
impressed by your friend’s theory 
that people bring a hurtle to ensure 
a “decent” drink with 
their meal and suggest 
his story' speaks vol¬ 
umes about his friends 
and his cellar. 


hosting these lunches. When my 
guests are male the waiter asks me 
for my order first, when I am sure 
* allow my guests to order. 

When in mixed company the 
waiter generally asks the ladies 
first I presume as the host I 
should order last 1 have also been 
In the situation where one of my 
male guests has been asked for his 
order first and be indicates I 
should order first I am confused. 
Jane Woottan, London SWI. 


I suggest you fall back on 
traditional restaurant form in 
which the host orders on behalf of 
his guesrs. This will not only cut 
through the confusion when order¬ 
ing the food, but will also make it 
clear to possibly sexist waiters that 
you are the host and will be paying. 


Would you please tell me if it 


J is corned fo lay a place 

I—— ..CtL. _■_ . r 


Some weeks ago 
my wife and 1 
put up some friends of 
my daughter's (hus¬ 
band. wife and two 
children) over a week¬ 
end. They left express¬ 
ing their pleasure at 
having been with us 
and their hope that we 
should have them 
again. We were surprised that 
neither we nor our daughter 
received a note of thanks and 
wonder whether our expectation 
fails to take account of changing 
patterns of social behaviour. — 
Name and address withheld. 



setting with the dessert spoon and 
fork across the top of the table 
mat: the fork handle to the right 
or is it better to put 
them inside the knife 
and fork? Also if one 
is using a fruit knife 
and fork, where 
should they be placed 
in the setting of the 
table? Should they be 
handed ont with the 
dessert plates? — 
P. Henessy, London 
ECI. 


it is incorrect to 
lay a place setting 


it is not you who is out of date, 
hut vour guests who are out of 


with the dessert spoon 
and fork across the top 
of the place mat. Either put them 
inside the knife and fork or. if space 
is short, follow die old custom of 
bringing them to table when you 
serve the pudding. Concerning a 
fruit knife and fork, they should be 
brought to the table with the 
dessert plates and not be placed 
above the table maL 


touch with good manners. If people 
have stayed in a house, it is still 
polite for guesis to write a letter (not 
just a postcard) expressing thanks, 
pleasure and good wishes to their 
hosts who have been kind enough 
to offer hospitality. 


q 1 Recently I was invited for an 
EvJ all-expenses paid stay in a 
five-star hotel in the south of 


We are in the process of 
buying our Christmas cards. 
We hear that last year some 
Jewish friends were apparently 
rather upset by our choice of 
design. What can we do this year 
to avoid hurting the fedings of 
our non-Christian friends?—Jane 
Clarke. London SVV10. 


France. When leaving 1 derided 
that, as a guest it was rude to look 
at the bill, and left without check¬ 
ing it Since then f have worried 
that this was rather rash. What 
would you suggest? —PSD. 

As a corporate guest, always 
ask to check and sign the bill 


A 


imagery on the front of the 


froi 


cards. Also, make sure that the 
greeting within is suitably global 
and multi-denominational: '“Sea¬ 
son's greetings" is the safest. 


I have recently been prom¬ 
oted and bave started to take 


clients out to luneb. Please can 
you give me some advice on 


on the day of departure, partic¬ 
ularly in places like the south of 
France where commercial oppor¬ 
tunism is almost a way of life. This 
way you will avoid finding yourself 
in an embarrassing position simi¬ 
lar to a well-known journalist, who 
once left an expensive Paris hold 
oblivious to the fact that a massive 
bill was to be concocted and 
charged to her host. This fraud 
came to light months later when it 
was revealed that far from the 
heavy-duty entertaining charged to 
her room, she had retired each 
night with a bottle of Evian water 
and the latest Doris Lessing. 

John Morgan is associate editor of GQ. 
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WORD WATCHING 


By Philip Howard 

RHYS S A 

a. A river nymph 

b. A parasite 

c. A rhetorical scream 


RUNO 

a. A short epic 

b. Brownish grey 

c. The Tibetan mongoose 


SAM POT 

a. A sarong 

b. Buffalo stew 

c. The Mekong corade 


PAH IT 

a. An interpreter 

b. A spiced pancake 

c. Gin and bitters 


Answers on page 35 


TWO BRAINS 


IT IS possible to read and comprehend 
text at alarming rates. The leading 
speed-reading records of which l am 
aware are as follows: Sean Adam 
(USA) has claimed a record of 3.850 
words per minute while Kjetill 
Gunn arson of Norway and Vanda 
North (UK) have respectively logged 
3.050 and 3.000 words per minute. 
This column would welcome input 
from readers citing speed-reading 
records that might exceed these 
figures. 


Question I: 

IfDG = 53 and FT * 406, what does TC 
equal? 


Question 2: 

Name two five-letter words that use 
four different vowels plus the letter 
“d"? 


Answers on page 35. 


R.K. 


CROSS WORDS 


by Brian Greer 


W hen filling a grid, I take 
care to select words 
that look interesting 
and amenable to cluing. Each 
word is examined for special pro¬ 
perties that will provide an open¬ 
ing. For example, has it an ana¬ 
gram or can it be treated as a 
charade? For another possibility, 
consider TEACHABLE. It can be 
seen as EACH inside TABLE — 
is that helpful? A favourite 
devious-but-fair pipy is to define 
“each" by “a head", which con¬ 
veniently links with foe target 
word. “Board "will do for “table", 
so the build-up can be specified 
by “Board brings in a head ...". 
Add a judiciously chosen defini¬ 
tion of the whole word and the 
due is complete: Board brings 


in a bead ready to take classes 
(9). As in this example, the neces¬ 
sary components are definitions 
of foe containing word and the 
contained word, an indication 
that the former surrounds the 
latter, or the latter occupies foe 
former, and a definition of the 
whole. Numerous variations are 
possible. For example, foe con¬ 
tainer or contents may be an ab¬ 
breviation. as in: Saw dog being 
restricted by lead (7). 

Sometimes a word looks in¬ 
tractable: SYLLOGISM, for ex¬ 
ample. A possible solution is to 
use another manipulation, 
namely reversal. Can anything 
be done with GIS being sur¬ 
rounded by MOLLYS in reverse? 
If it is a down clue, foe reversal 


can be indicated by “upseT (ifil' 
was an across due, "backed" or! 
"turned" or some such would be' 
appropriate). Since "Molly".is a Vk- 
diminutive of “Mary” we cap : v 
have “Little Mary’s upset aboutTVI 
soldiers ...”. But how to define ' V 
“syllogism"? Recalling the women" '•V’l 
who could never agree because- - V 
they were arguing from different/-' V 
premises, let’s use “arguing .ahV’;-^ 
premises" “Soldiers" is hack- - 
neyed for Gls, so substitute “serv- V 
ins Americans": Utile MaryV. iV 
upset about serving Americaas - 
argning on premises (9). On jo/ ' 
the next worn. 


Answvrsforlass ueek: wofel-man, 
Marshall, Hard Times, Royal Navy., 
averaging, manhandle. 
Scandinavian, disennsoiate. 
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PICTURE LINE 



READERS are invited to suggest 
what the Prince of Wales might be 
saying to this homeless man. 


This picture, recently printed in 
The Times, will appear again next 
week with an entry chosen from 
those submitted. 


Send “speech bubble" suggestions 
on a postcard with your name and 
address to Picture Line, Weekend. 
The Times. 1 Pennington Street. 

El 9XN. 


The Editor'S derision is final. The 
dosing date for entries is Wednesday, 
December 10. 


Last week’s winning caption, left, 
was submitted by Chris Drew of 
Manchester. 
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JUMBO CROSSWORD 139 



ALFRED DUNBILL 

LONDON 


The prize for the first correct solution to be opened will be an 
Alfred Dunhill AD20Q0, worth £125, the world’s first 
interchangeable, capless rollerball /ballpoint pen. Streamlined 
and made from black resin with a gold-plated dip. it has 
perfect writing balance. Entries should be sent to: Jumbo 
Crossword 139, The Times, 1 Pennington Street, London El 
9XN to arrive by Monday, December 15. The name of the 
winner will be published on Saturday, December 20. 



name. 

ADDRESS 



POSTCODE.... 


ACROSS 

1 Managed to cut hesitation in 
gallery, and change characters on 
show (13) 

8 The new saw lies abandoned — 
such a simple instrument (6.7) 

15 A bat for Queen in highland town 
having no effect (11} 

16 Local people in East Aria went 
astray (9) 

17 Escape notice when coining in the 
day before (5) 

18 Frank? Certainly not at home, 
because he’s left here! (9) 

19 House new partner in a 
rudimentary way (9) 

20 Spouting Made stuff — at work 
extracting oil (7) 

21 Rome wasn't built in a day — as 
its constructor, when pressed, 
might have sung? (42,4.2.7.3,5) 

24 Wellndeaned spades, repeatedly 
heading gold prospector's tools 
(53.4) 

27 Pester badly for fix, at the outset 
( 6 ) 

29 Nice zoo rebuilt in former times 
f7) 

31 Rewound recording about 
unknown exile (5) 

32 Improving continuously without 
those people (23.4) 

33 Initial investment in cash crop? 
(4.7) 

35 A oouple of novel characters meet 
PM p.4) 

36 Kept secret the majority of undies 
and — (vulgar. Ed) (IQ) 

38 I am non to do without one. in 
unequal distribution (8) 

41 Chary holding race in cold twice, 
as snow may be underfoot (8) 

42 Faced up to new impudence in 
mixed school (10) 

43 Succeeded with aluminium can. 
getting good preservation (7) 

46 Showing some interest in this 
profession? (11) 

48 Hebrew are following sources of 
honey — about right pfotr io their 
wilderness (9) 

50 Mission returning from Alamein 
secures it (5) 

51 Note one horse about to be 
backed — in China? (7) 

53 Is this bound in leather — 
calLmaybe? (6) 

54 Dissecting corpse to run one by a 
lecture at first? (12) 

56 Could “Poe wrote on both” 
answer this Camrilian riddle? 
(33,13.4.1.7-4) 

60 Disordered slate of America? 
That’s nothing to you and me! (7) 

61 Almost complete agreement in 
lines, area and radius—as most 
eclipses are (9) 

63 Cube root? (5.4) 

65 Part of Chaldean village built in 
Europe (5) 

66 Lowi 

around zero— it's of < 
value (4,5) 

67 East European governor's office 
organised VIP video show — not 
the last (H) 

68 Cat may be torment for slow- 
moving creature (13) 

69 Farmer MP sweetly rambling 


about run on beading from the 


Oval to Edghaston? 


mg fro 


DOWN 

partiaf narcosis (83)^ 

2 Victoria's afternoons — Queen 
and sovereign rising after middle 
of day (5) 

3 Murphy, possibly — 
revolutionary, man and soul (7) 

4 ’I'd like full cover for the holiday” 

-beard from one often on the 

road? (232.1.5.9) 

5 Condition of horses you heard of, 
on the cheek (7) 

6 mil two animals with one neat 
shot (i I) 

7 Judge investing one miUion in 
property (S) 

8 Top bowler (7) 

9 Help! Ill be caught in rising 
magma(5) 

10 First woman with lines heard to 
dry op, with no firm direction (12) 

11 Hear me, Jenny, which common 

. song is rearranged around hard 

civil war tune? (4,633,4) 

12 fo English, X covering ten. thus at 
full length? (2,7) 

13 Business done by mail in remote 
rite for shopping (7,4) 

14 Glycerine etaL mixed as explosive 
will go off (13) 

22 Type of sheet of help in record 
copy run? (4,5) 

23 Census put changes beyond doubt 
(9) 

25 Capital put up for high-livers in 
Asia? (9) 

26 English got in beer to begin 
journey (33) 

28 Vigorous, as many steaks are 
eaten (3-7) 

30 It’s never brief in stir with 

prolongation in cell in mind (53) 

34 Processed cereal and fruit left by 
son earlier (5,4) 

37 One noisy and wildly 
unrestrained (9) 

39 Sincerely flattering note sent up— 
object, musical to travel north? (9) 

40 Beheaded'what may be scaled 
reptiles (6) 

41 Second organ added to church 
ba til eery? It aids force on entry 

44 Mature, but of dubious 



unknown 
(4A5) 

45 Defective in such valour? (12) 

47 Source of heat for cooking (5.6) 

49 What’s used with a twist of orange 
in the vodka? (i 1) 

52 Most of old Russia's trouble? It's 
sweetly, unrefined (9) 

55 "Novas” may be legal jargon (3.5) 

57 One name yet to stick in 
American’s mind (7) 

58 Leading industrial place (Suffolk) 
with its County Hall? (7) 

59 Weapon concealed in man’s 
clothing (7) 

62 Overlying rock with partly green 
appearance (5) 

64 Number appearing as one 
alternative 1 Ifft out? (5) 



No 1270 


ACROSS 

I Gamble everything (233) 

8 Clothes washing (7) 

9 Father's granddaughter 
maybe (5) 

10 Shacks ft) 

11 At any convenient time (8) 

13 CarriWfeeding pack hunt¬ 
er P) 

14 Tell off (child) (5) 

16 Stop thatt; howto detach eg 
coupon? (333) 

17 Smile broadly; ship's 
breadth (4) 

20 Water of forgetfulness (5).. 

21 Tory PM; made a Declara¬ 
tion (7) 

22 lU-disposed. aloof ( 10 ) - 


DOWN • ••••;• V •/ ' 

1 US ravine (5). . / / 

2 The press (Maeaufajj $.6) 

3 Be passenger (4) 

4 Murical beat (Q) 

5 A good turn (8) ' 

6 Fail to interest (5 A4J .' \V ; 

7 Haveangrysurgfr(33) 

12 AD die giods; their temple ' 

13 Disrupt (speaks (6) 

15 Moveclumsily;unwanted 
goods (6) . 

IS Tie the knot I say!(Sitofc) - ' 
• (S) . • 

19 Blackthorn (fruit) (4) - C_' 


SOLUTION TO NO 1269 \ 

ACROSS: 1 Lode 3Specimen 8Noun 9Gmmbks 
hairs . 14 Oeuvre 15 Throne 1 7 Now or never " ~* y . 

20 Analysis 21 Crop 22 Patience 23 Zest . v.. ., 

DOWN: I Long shot 2 Double up 4.Purdah . ; 

5 Comprehend 6MoD 7 Nest lOStereotype IZChnwrgr 
13 Decrepit 16Zodiac 18Warp JQ Dart R . ^.V: ' 
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TIMES BOOKSHOP 


CROSSWORD ENTHUSIASTS - SPECIAL-OFFER: ‘ ; ; .7.' - 
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Call Page & Moy for the 
best selection of escorted 
Italian tours. But hurry, 
many tours are already sold 
out. Places are still available 
on the following holidays. 

Tbscan Splendour 

7 Nights.*£339 

31 March; 7, 14 April 

Ibscany and Rome 

6 Nights.-£349 

18, 25 Feb; 4, 11 March 

Tbscany and Venice 

6 Nights.£369 

8, 15, 22, 29 March 

Rome, Lake Bolsena 

6 Nights.-£349 

h, 13, 20 March 

Florence & Rome 
or Florence & Venice 

6 Nights.-£349 

February to March 

Venice and Lake Garda 

6 Nights.£379 

20,27 March; 17 April 

Italian Dolomites 

6 Nights.£369 

15. 22 April 

Rome, Naples 
and Pompeii 

4 Nights . -£299 

8, 15 March 


Voted Best Tour Operator 
1995 & 1996 by 

dllitalia 



Call now 
for your copy 

•s 

0116 250 7676 

PIcue quote irf; DL2051. 


E»MOY H 

HOLIDAYS 


CRUISING 

WITH A DIFFERENCE 




"*7 


The 
voyage&* 
of mask 


«Pt#WcreTi 


1 



natural 


SCANDINAVIAN 
For a brochure ring: 

101443 822 242 

S * f £ 


FAR HAST 


Uilor-iQidi fnaiMUitiita 

tft* Bmnlia. CfS Hozl-Q 

Taft 0171 836 991Libs 0171 , 

B36 3121. ABTA 90137. ATOL 




Super Sites 

Mobile Hones 

• Top Coastal Site* 

• W. Coast ft lied 
- Lav* Prtcoa 

HE COLOUR 
BROOfJBE 
01903 748137 

Quote SS98-T 
. AfTO A0T» XTOL 


’DIVIDUAL TRAVELLERS 

FRANCE 


800 tradfflorwf French 
homes (ram £500 
(per property) for two 
weeks self-catering, 
induing sea crossing. 
FREE COLOUR BROCHORE 

RING (0990) 143681 

QUOTE REF: F849 


BOATING 
in FRANCE 


UtaAta. far cofear bwtet 
Phone 01502 502 604 
tanos 


GREECE 


Ao£*Ai.o oH5a3r?9999* 


INDIA 


RUSSIA 


Ak Cbml umuil bteiiftaz 

01B1 681 3613 aert 3429 

SELF-CATERING 

NEARR1BER4C 

Luxury home, sleeps 9,3 , 
co-suites + bathroom. 
CH, private 6 x 12m 
heated pool 
Phone or fix: 
01202574692. 


year mail Q19S9 532961 

NEW 

ENGLAND 

COUNTRY HOMES 

Coasts], 
lakeside and 
inland homes 
throughout 
New England. 
FREE tU MOB BROCHURE 
(0990)143686 (24Bra) 
QootaRe£A09& 


WINTER SPORTS 


2SS* 

■8BL 80 USE AnO bn 
ft ww d ebalat ttor Trt: 
0113 aw 1618/0667 618746 . 

Ml 8T MAHTW BE 80.VH1E 

Vtnmjm. X 

to IM, < 


[01277 aZ36Sl| 

... 

■ nglffii _ 

I PnraiCniMil rartsw«6| 

u a*mm. Trt! Q12«g 4O0684J 

3 j 


coma— nmtten 

^SsSaar 


UncBtrl 


1998. Trt.- 01788 891116. 


9. Avail X 

. 0(647 X43B9. 


1MH VALLCES. Lea Masada*, 
t ca lot alp 4+. an rtepa, adj 


llnr W. TahOI288 34I5QS 


6 nartT 


tataa rad avail. T aft 0 033! 
49020816710033 690386466 I 


COTSWOLDS 


>01866 653070 



FRANCE 


tag*-2 bad ■ 


NO OWE COMES 
CLOSER TO FRANCE. 

Traditional ho&day 
properties of charade; 
and quafity in Bence 
and Corsica. 

Many with pool 
■ nittcouxHBRoaioje 
RING (0990)143681 
QUOTE KEF: P198 

VACAffCESEN 
CAMWGNE 


'v*°. 


ITALY 

iSwFMra^Sb^ba^l 1 

pr Tamm DDM ane CSt 

magma* •9801983 282381 

BUM* Corny ... . 

Sleapa 2-6. TalAbz 00893 993 

469i cm w aaie ga 

rU M M CT M LgASEB ta rt pfctead j 

Taft 0181 333 0X25 ‘ 

film a nr -- __ 

boose to ion*. 30 mbra from 

FkmicA FflP. alaapa. 4. 

slag vlawa. Contact _ 

Soaioa T aft 00 39G5 8301066. 
Bara 00 3966 8301149. 

| TUSCANY lb f&aaa ratal villa. I 
SaK coal opt. Slpa 2 + 2. Car 
Us EB^Eh boat. £200- 
»Mb- taora 0 1 MB 774*40 


SPAIN 


4 bad, 4 bath vma. 

S ft gram bull ebb. /.- 

uuraai i b 0181 881268 6 . | 
ntfuflunua 

SJPAm 

Traditloii*l cotamy booses. I 

▼ 111*6 and apartments 

many with pools in rani 
Spain & RrtugaL ] 
waCQUH B 
BBocmsn 
KBV6 

(0998) 143682 | 

Quoraemn 


Calpa 8) aiwd aaa lUlia - 
For. Vbl itTaara. Tleaaa. ] 

Anra. Tal/fax 0181 488 7» 

W Warta a lU m tmad , T ant 

^wy5ahSStrtSToS% J VA«-.P 


E Vbl VDlaia 1 
e 2 adaTSTl 
. Tafc0171 
ORB. bnt pmn 

6. AvaD (Sc - 

1661 886627 


ABSOLUTS Cotoftnt. Highly Com- 

£^m£oU^2 aSzS&O*’ 


ft**. 


Mb W O. dart oacaa. Hb| 

- »r las. 01636 281366 M 

L Etnoa ukl ana. Umty 

i PntPBttt ^ Airport 2 

■a «3«5 OlSs 250117 


_ . _ 

TbfcQ1773 853300 araaBSaail I 

I VBtBOL LOESan a bad ebalat I 

raid 8ftB, alpa 6, svaHabl* 


nan Ln flat, anawarnlai 
vlawa. 4 bad/3 bad^^pa^8. Fa | 




_ 2 - 6 . 

walkiao ft 


ista4«6 

_ rib *av 

01926 604106 


CORNWALL A DEVON 

SCOTLAND 

CHRBVBMS avanabOhr. 

Ihtmom Uteaql. Cfoom 
teftnaon beoeb. 300 tv" 


M SCOI&MD 6 tax eocMora 
tataa bated PBrt/raZZT 
Aaad Xara.OlMyaw*' 

CLMMBC Crttata; JE2 

amlmct comm la. ta Vte» 
fWn, loaf te ito 
b{^ touftuB 01326 fi6HBfi*» 

(CflTUWV IhkBBi CKOra 
1998 ertoar bwebuia. Rra 
How= 01766 703213 

CWBUrff Ooraraalk Ote 

Country Cottages 
its Scotland 

Exception ai holidjj 
paopariain diemoa 
bcanrind areas of Scodud. 

RD H FACE BaOCHUKE 

RING (0490) 831133 
Quote 5 it loo m Hn) 

QKMI OF COTTAOES Idrtlto 

oO Aw YilillllW 0*30* 
96M88 

Devoirs WUCOBM omaqm. 
1998 eolimr taxKjtnam. tara# 
«rad 01766 702203 


XSMSOUm - D£W» Saartora. aa* j 




CHRISTMAS AND 
NEW YEAR 

ACTIVITY CbXdatmaa Bad Naw 
ha trail - Aco an Aoxivttlaa. 
* ' Tab 01433-830083. 



ei^obpw.Tabd 

lam tear Briviia ebalat I 
£1996389. IbEaf dtad Bz 
Vxntloa. 0041 27 771 6972. i 





1246 682112. 


■as 



CUMBRIA_ 

' tmum lor ht ata | 

noa Coma, oak 

2 TVT, 4 poat*. 


SWITZERLAND 


(01 _, 

booatari 1998. Oi 


Kn TaVBaa 01 



FRANCE 




‘AREFREE ITALY 


j Country Villas & Apartments 

Oixrming iMtimw Hoteb 

CityApanmena 
Fariy Booking Discount 

01293 552277 

] ABTA V0777 ATOL 3495 


Traditional 
Jaitahoases, 
villas and 
apartments in 
Itafyi pr et ti est 
regions. 

FREE COLO OR 

brochure 

RING 

(0990) 143683 

QUOTE I (72 

\MGANZE IN riALlA 

\iwmoM ax »u 


TURK EY 

; MUM toa 4/6 bad vfiJaa bv 
ookt catva anva igm pool 
rnaHailOlidiaanafflaai ti ll 


! 2 Bad Ape 2 / 61 
lac. Slab 
TaftOTOSO 126817- 


back to a l an tiw log Oza this I 

Onhatnaa fa. Cbaaal Xoataa Pa 

soMLFaDr OBtaaad mflta 

ebalat with all Aa BtSBb 

Taft mu 8ftl 01228 8*100 
USAZ Lux ui t c atai a d cb»-1 


£290pw par villa. SC or Qrtia [ i> 

SPE CIAL INTERES T 

H0UMYS ta the 


b food, rfaw wix—. log 
J I I I II 

I PLASMS 7/vtUaoa- Lu tdata- 

lapta tn t—xj 

2na 01811 

479041338- 


aAccommodawn 
or 

a Takr-Msde packages 
byEuraatar, MotoraS. •«-. 
Air. Car. We** - 

FuDyBorWjd 
gWIU 0181 446 0126 


] Superlative range oi cfaaleto is | 

CourcheveL, M6ribd, 
i Plague, Val d’ls^reJ 
[ Verbier and St Anton | 
Fabatoas FtxxJ 
| HxceUeiM Ctuldcare Badjities | 
Friendly. Peibood] Service 

10181 995 93231 

iWATUi: ATOL IVIl ATfO 


6 / 10 , 

bra* - 

rot, utDte leca 

01421 740917. 

DORSET, HANTS., 
& L0.W. _ 

CHRISTMAS 
SPECIAL 
37lh - JMb OeeeBiber 
3 NIGHTS FROM £99 
Bet, Iraftta 2 

l “«E"££S2 “ 

• FREE CAR FERRY • 
WUmM 

Sc^oacSB^ma. bkoT W&. 

Tel: 01 983 406655 

EAST ANGLIA 

B—hsm _. 

9mm ootteoi on (juif, 

Tab01725 638637 






iUsaxv. Traod. 

I raito caacm. AU j 

I WAUOHQ HQUDKVS for atatfara I 

m^^v23-28 Bac Navr TOar 3l| 
[TJOB. 01638 703331. M 


-ind fbO board ft | 
863 273 


EIRE 


UKRAINE 


WMM8 Ln 4 Rb CMa. 
alpa 6/7, £6EOpw. Ate qoal 
dona BOS, ate 26. ClZOOpw. 
FBafl-biiaa 01639 623214. 

EngUeb Country 
Cottages 

We still have Chrismui 
and New Yeir breaks 
available in many 
properties throughout 
England's loveliest 
areas. Free 436 
page colour 
brochure. 

Sing 

(»9M) 85ITO 

UFUOTKMKsf 


CHRISTMAS 
IN CHESTER & 
MILL HOTEL 

4 nights. Full Board 
from 23 rd Dec. 

Cabaret Dinner Daoce 
each oigbt- 

RESTAURANT BOAT. 
HEALTH CLUB 
with 

SWIMMING POOL. 

£242 per penoo. 
Twin / Double Room. 
Milton Street, 
Cheater. CHI 3NF. 
Teh 01244 35M35. 
Fax: 01244 345435 



in BOSD 


■ 0181 
Azror. 



X»A 


• Boole sow and uoe up to X- 
on your European hotuiay. 

• Pirn, book a minimum of 7 rci#i£s 
an/t take a FR££ 4 night break 
ictth Boom tn the VK. 
tut hurry, these efftm arc avnUabie 
|or a United period only. 

Brochure Line: oggo £<3 285 

(please qxwttfSTos) 

Booking Line: oggo 233 777 

(please quote FSTosI 
OB SC£ JOUR TRAVEL AGENT. 

ecn wi w —dm Tb» (Uni Gmay Pte. 


AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND 

Astern 

Holida\-s of an entirely 
different nature. 

^b^CVUmtS BRITISH AIRWATS ^ 

“* Bunging I hr World Togelher 

This jtreJt priVo otter is from London 
to IVrth ,mJ includes: 

■ Return UK domestic (lights on 
British Airways for only ,£20. 

• 2 b« stopovers en route in Bangkok 
and/or Singapore. *• 

• Trasel between Septeinber-November 
97 and 21 January-31 March W. 

FROM ONLY 

£749 

RETU R'N 

1RA/BLBAG 

Coll 01420 SU724 or 017] 287 5556. 
Open 7 days. 


FABULOUS 


| sfr Haad-p fckad hatch to «ait 
every budget 

I ♦ Fly any day of the week m I 
SdMdnlcd aarvica and 
■tay »long aa yoa pieme 

|-.61235 8243241 

2i tn - 7 mm+ 

or HU JBW hal MTA teal Mfm* 

CRYSTAL 

ITALY/ 

CITY BREAKS 


SPECIAL INTEREST 


taply Ihc bat lw bOaied 
holidays ac 
BOTSWANA ' 
ZAMBIA* MALAWI 
MOZAMBIQUE 
NAMIBIA * ZIMBABWE 
SOUTH AFRICA 
TANZANIA 
TVhBill 343X283 
Fkc Bin 343 3287 
Sa oar •efad as 

oft.vmyt fr^r. 

ral GaddHoBK. 

AnfoAnnx A|t/*S j 


Step# 4/5. aovtb 


rttenas room, aid loefcar. 
^Bvak Orta21 Dma-X7 Dae. I 
ag rahi £400. 01428 682S89. j 
^■1 Canoad nlialac 
7 day lU pactana Contact Sd I 
Cort info lbs 01883 723687 I 
Htan Tal/Fbzi 003831 


gpma.4 hHtnna«« 7 hafha rail I 
ofeaa Plate. TO 151 6321924 I 


TbvoL Rta 
0181 681 361: 


Iihtsi&SngsJ 

12 ATOL 2429 ■ 


.JuU, boat- I WALES 


UJC. HOLIDAYS 


WREAWAVB Conagia ofdtaete- 
tbm 6 SW ft HaBit of enrtated 
man*. Yr vara 017478259 


/ f-f/fK/t ■ M. fc/ui/ 


[BiiaMBrasaijunvi 
■.us I 



Ut MR MBA 

101756 

mss 



aelacv bdMtral lubiiib te ; 

aap a ra locteiora. Dte Parra. 

ATTO. CM Bara 01823 68106a 

LAKE DISTRICT 


fib5ri 

L 01228 3 

Ld Baza, 41 

bLoflPb«.J 

__ate. an 

i 060 pw. 0171J 


| «C»u>» aigMOu vuaratUBl 

JO^] 

I* > lati^ 

AMERICA 

Eased GnpAI 
0181 747836 
SebaMedlBg to 

01817473108 

Madxaa Inodi 

01618321441 

A* far our Htff iraguiiia 

Ik n i 

l< iinma mmauin q| 

• OUSE ANTARCTICA tl 


FRKNCH 

ALPS 


Chalet for 
6/8 people 
£130pp 7 days 

Traditional alpine village j 
of LiGusaz. Easy aoces 
from road, rail or air. 
Friendly, relaxed 
atmosphere. 

For a brochure & a 
chib 01202-765 995, 
MoMe 0802*61916. 



Frea brodiure hahaing 
350 selected VNst 
Cocaitiy cottages 

01326 565555 


o!Sb6 : 

nUMWa Lna apt for 2. of*. 
Xtearaaii r P95Bav.aniBC.HL I 

017684 edaaa. 

l AI MM UI 3 ft 4 

i n a a ifc te lrtaaa _ 

yoo^l61 904 9445. 

LONDON 

Cl MSIMAI Mb Wt Los <T j 

•MBBIDB Saivlcad Laamy I 
teatiOteB. Trt: 0181 461 
^TO|^ta018^89«£^ 

NEW FOREST 


OOBBDY Bta ; 


torn. 


log (tea. T lair unv oted, na 
■llwai Piraa. Can tm CoAraar 
teodnaa QbIiHtj Co maw 
01348 837873 _ 

MZCON BEACONS Limited w 
bvbD te 8 «r «• late* aat- 
owaa slaap Uf Mart 2 te 
01874 676446 


t 2 bate. 2 abate 
i 01746 76229S 


alpa IDl CXI. i 
dote 01938 I 

Welsh Country 
Cottages 

An unuwled choice 
m die best aw cftthlc*., 
• Free 6S page 
colour brochure. 

SBK (0999) 851122 
1B.WK&1 (MBn) 


I A superb selection oi qualify 
ebarader cottages in the 
Itabrakeshbv Coast National 
Pari. AO properties Famished 
to the highest standards. 

Fhooe naw for fra cuter hodane 

0X239-881waw 



THE WINES OF 
SOUTH AFRICA’S CAPE 



Ten and seventeen day inclusive itineraries - sightseeing, cellar visits, 
tutored winetastings, superb meals and accommodation. Award winning 
South African Airways tights. Becffing extension options! 

For colour brochure telephone 01618395158 
Fax 0161 8395160 
E-MalU deslgrm1r@aoLconi 
ABTA V5554 ATOL 2878 
Designer Travel Ltd 
Suite 50, Parsonage Chambers 
3 Parsonage. 

Manchester M3 2HF 


HO SEASONS 

Country 

COTTAGES 


Hand-pidKd a*n*» 
drzbnghoai Britain. 
Canal and oo on oy ri dc. 
Fri* colour brochure. 


CORNWALL & DEVON 


NORTHUMBRIA 


teuton. 01786 702217 


SCOTLAND 


3XN. Cby: SIC holiday l 

a-S. AD mod csra Mte lac'3 I 

day Pr glBft 0131 6672230 

SOrai aiaflcMateC teiM 

Slpa 4/6. £260-600 
mom -van. 0X31 St 

WINTER SPORTS 


WILTSHIRE 

|*IBSM ASHTON, I. 

te 3. lea mac bo 
T- li 01380 870764 


YO RKSHIRE _ 

BMC Sate Watoaraw Cm. 
ta 1998 colour l-o dun . 
01756 702209 _ 

| COTTAfiES M ate te tek. 

UriUy m latig»i 1 Crtaatr- 

tora 01845 59766a 

TOBt CBy Cam. Nav-Maxcb 
OOppBU £30pp DBB&Sbp- 
noM te cb ta teira AH 
htea. Car wL Abbots 
Marara Hotel 01904 634866. 


SffSa*-^ 




CQ99^ UW7.7Nrl 


i ft 98. 01326 : 


inii BEST 5IQ VALUE IN FRANCE 

Now you can book Pierre & Vacances 
quality apartments across the ra 
French Alps through Erra Low. ^ 4S 

. _ _ RBOVUTWIS: BI715S4 2841 m ~ 'SL 

^^S.«Wa«E 0171SM 700 

PlERRE&\^CANCES l/ 7 ** 


No.l in Skj-Drive lo rrm;e 


STEP OUT 
IN STYLE... 

...with your perfect 
partner! Check out our 
Rendezvous section for 
the best way to meet 
(bat SPECIAL someone. 
Now with fire voice 
messaging system 
-sec (WEEKEND) 
supplement for details. 


THE«AMfeFTIMES 



PORTUGAL 


UJC. HOLIDAYS 


UJSHJ* f ALTO Hill t’OKrn. 

Cotf tt Country Club ' 


mm tag i*gr or ter. raab a 
-te ft rnia of mot, bratec ALTO 


«SAL 

ON SITE MOLTTKS 
(8 tab Orapte Goff Cowbl 
( 40ft teste is g rt un (k tor 


>*" * r 7d l0u * *T tedtat StetaBj Pool flaxSt 
’.tfcteterete of b««yra* TenasGate GnaRoan.ffcnets 
rug 1 ft 2 beff am 6 23 ft 4 bad Sun. Hedffi 8 Bex» Cenra. 1 b 


mertoekftg era- Cod Coon 
Tab ftl383 22BHCL 


otvf Rcraram 6 Oobocra For 
tolte 6aak 

F—= 81383 22AWS. 


ADELPHI HOTEL 

I.IVKRPOOI. 0151 709 7200 


WINTER SPORTS 


35.00 


"per pa so n 
Dinner 
Bed and 
Breakfast 


WINTER SPORTS 


AHT.t 7iJ«k VltoM 
ATl.lL 2VV1 


Bisiiea *ustt»ii» 


SuhoTTi- mLlSla*.iNra.-(Mmjp]4i haendmin 
LX As mpert liw. 


MUM | 

At Heavenly, Lake Taho*. CaMontia including j 
accommodation, return flights to Kano, transfer* or ; 
1 week's car hire. Departing 24/31 Jan and 7 Feb. 

* 

is top resorts across the USA. 

★ 

Free UK connecting flights. 

See your travel agent or call United Vacations on 

cm f«jow 

Brochure hotline 0123S826432 

9 United Vacations - 

»vm United Airlines' *»»« 


2 WAYS TO GET 
YOUR TRAVEL 
INSURANCE 

1. FREE FROH LUNN POLY 

2. PAY FOR IT ELiEWHERE 

Free im araace wtfa any brodared oterseas 
Widay toting 099* or mn per penos. 
Jast ask at any Liu Pdy Holiday &op. 


Lunn Poly 



CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR 


1 {niter m«v to pa la 




Mta DJObUft Frttete 


MHBhVICK 
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SATURDAY 

RENDEZVOUS 








LONDON AND NATIONWIDE 




SATURDAY 

RENDEZVOUS 




SATURDAY 

RENDEZVOUS 



15 


rrw? 




Pnflt rnaaUf oxtjnaei 
within tbeatnfimaef 
their warn/ tirdr. 
Djlefotr it /be ideal waj 
to fttpamd jtmr h oriz o n s. 
Fna DKiUiftQIS^din 
MutaaatofbiM 
uman M GM.ar OH 

01869 324 100 

ImIM. W4 rnmkr 

to? i/wmw 




MORE! 

Loan OFFICES SATIONWE, 

MORE! 

loaicmmomr C^. 

MORE! ^ :l ^ e 

■loan comas to t.hk to. i*™**,?, 

k’i‘ coinings haw _ u)(j(J-vthii-f 

— ' QFES’D.nSUUK 


NOW OPEN DilSELAND:061375300 


,-^CV ''Sara &den 




v\ /’-J 


w 


" 1 stnmiinj> success rale... 


f ; Otimdess ion*’ term refuliousbips' 


HAIL CM 5UNBAY 


| Com 

I Pn 


Country Partners 


ners I 

cy I 


ALL BOX 
NUMBER 


SHOULDBE 
ADDRESSED TO: 

BOX No:-..-. 
c/o THE TIMES 
NEWSPAPERS 
LTD 

P.O.BOX 3553, 
VIRGINIA ST. 
LONDON. El 9GA 


Probably the only Agoncy 
that accepts members 
up to 80 years oH. 

A tarty personal service. 

Goffe of Practice supported by OFT 

Tel MRS HEBER PERCY 
01432 34220424hra 
or Fax01432 370381 tor details 


VI icd'im 01753 830350 i Miidu::: 0171 499 9626 

I'.tU’n //'ii'vi' • .>V H'tthic; siivr: Uj::d'or • V , H‘R 


SiaSt JGunoaVSquars, London SW1V 


***!** EXECUTIVE CLUB 

for quality 


Dims 


# Ftnoail Inmrfuaiom e Dinner PVtlcs 


iW0181 203 466imill 


l drawing clown the moon f 

Probably the best £ 
agency in the world ; 

0171-937 6263 

★ '•‘--'Jie.C 0 :.v;.f.v . ?v. * 




lU ' i.,- ' .r-iAr- i , 


*fcEXECUTR , Ecfcf 

BRIGHTON 

Marine 

For Introductions in Sussex 


01273 818100 


SATURDAY 

RENDEZVOUS 


■Id!14it:>11*1i! 4;-m'/4W 


Life could be more Am if you all 

Person^ Imrodixnons and Endanted Evcnngs 
fcr anracaie pnfeaonai peopie 
haw ol Chrrfl B iw in] 

*« «• 0171 351 5535 




' My taBband aid L_rwn probably 
the nest highly respected, and 
a certainly the oldest and most 
^ gfwnndy personal match-mafcang 
baretn in the coutiy " 

( Penrose Halson, srife of BiE ) 

KATHARINE ALLE^ Td: 0171935 3115 
18 Thayer Street -London W1M 5LD 
- the barean that relies on htnnan mteffigence 


ASSIGNATIONS 

Lesley Hudson-Jessop 

(ahofaiindSadbiBSB) 
Home pt cr y fc w* and 
pnfaHoalridlklHdu 
tailor made mimducuom 

LONDON AND 
M4 CORRIDOR 
01225482905 



Coffee 

I ’ 


by OFT 

* | 




SUING HOLIDAY 

firSqkMMHdWaoMi 
Sun lMi- Sun25fh 
January 1998 
Do you *at to go ding bd nd by 
ywiwB* fttn pm our mixed graigj 
Mafco-flekioCsnoaOJoor. tt>ob 
|us) one ai do mnf ofnb «* 
our naxbm an enjoy ia buoy 


aeSeca heft Cuqtq far Stgie fej* 
let 0181 4269168 


(\otme. 


at THE EXECUTIVE iTUB 

. i" 

* -w I 
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DO YOU KNOW HIM? 

Top people are ‘introduced’ to each other. They 
always have been and always wiil be! They do 
not ’bump into each other’ at the local pub, dub 
or singles dance. 

My name is Richard AJun Jenkins and I’m reputed to have the largest 
collection of quafity unattached friends in the U.K. Since 1985 it has 
been my privilege to introduce them to each other, either personally, 
or through one of my organisations such as The Executive Club. 

I invite you to call and talk to me personally, 9.30am - 9.30pm 
weekdays or talk to any of my 25 staff. 

wr* 07000 499 8833 
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1980, reveal much about their emotions in winning their respective first and fifth Wimbledon titles, elation for the American, relief for the Swede 


ed the Centre Court 

den age 
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ITIS more than 16 years since 
John McEnroe and Bjorn 
Borg last , met on British smL ' 
On that occasion. McEnroe 
mastered his old adversary in 
die 1981 Wimbledon men’s 
singles final, the Centre Court : 
making an appropriate stage 
for their vast talents. Fittingly, 
they renewed their onoMi*-. 
tense’ rivalry in the Royal : 
AlberrHall yesterday.— and : 
there was no lack of intrigue 
among a capacity crowd. 

Time’s passage has left ite - 
mark on both players. Their 
groimdsxrofees bore less .spate 
than in bygone days. Never¬ 
theless, ft’inadet an -eerie- 
experience to have their, mao-:, 
nerisms remcamafediti^htto 
the last detail, they juempre 
sedate versions erf the men 
whose Wimbledon exploits 
captivated this country for a 
decade. Borg still hurries be¬ 
tween points as though inhab¬ 
iting the corridors of a school 
that bans running. McEnroe 
still uncoils a mean service, 
still conjures angles tif which 
most players can only dream. 

Yet there was far more tp it 
than that Even a 16year 
hiatus has done nothing to 
dampen the old alliances. 
There were no neutrals among 
3,500 spectators—most, it ha& 
to be said, rooting for the 
brash New Yorker; In tbar- 
prime. these two players divid¬ 
ed the allegiance of the Centre 
Court and shared, seven 
matches apiece in a rivaliy 
severed prematurely when-. 
Borg retired. He was just 26. 

Here was peculiar evidence 
that McEnroe’s apocalyptic 
reign has left a greater reso¬ 
nance among fans than Borg's - 
impeccable demeanour. Ear 
aliens Wimbledon tides, 
Borg's robotic ruthlessness; 
leaves him less ■ apprecia t ed; 
than the tempestuous; 
McEnroe, the winner of three ; 
Wimbledon titles among sev-\ 

en grand slams to his nam& It": 
seems that the currency of . 
notoriety far outweighs the 
value of a pristine note. 


McEnroe won this renewal 
ilia decisive and elongated tie-’ 
breaker afterthe firsttwb sets 
were shared. After Barg cap¬ 
tured the opening ret, it was a 
surprise that McEnroe man¬ 
aged to level tiie contest. The 
years have been less kind to 
him than to Borg, whose 
baseline speed remains intact. 

' After a turbulent decade. 
Borg appears in remarkably 
fine shape. His blond locks are 
now shorn, so that he might 
easily pass for one of the 
. founding fathers Abba, 
Sweden's other famous. Euro- 
. pean export, and the fusillade 
. of passing shots that he struck 
past- his startled opponent, 
further illustrated the con* 
toasting.qualities of these for¬ 
mer gladiators. While Borg’s, 
trademark groundstrokes are 
a : legacy of the practice 
grounds, McEnroe trusted 
more tD instinct, relied greatly 
oil the triumvirate qualities of 
touch, feel and anticipation. 

Borg can summon ’ .a-' 
regimented precision .almost 
at . wifi. These shots are as: 
ingrained in him as the act of 
breathing. McEnroe'S assets 
sure always quick- to desert 
those advancing in age. On 
occasions, he looked leaden¬ 
footed when confronted by 
Borgls passes! When he could 
afford that extra split-second, 
however, he was lethal on the 
volley-His abflity to improvise 
. was a' priceless gift that time 
had largely - repossessed. 
BorgV. remarkable speed 
saved - -to remind that 
McEnroe’s drop shots had to 
die an the bounce, that only 
the finest of angles would 
counter Borg’s baseline pa¬ 
trols -i- and so it was here. , 

-The body language between 
J them, was as potent as ever. 
Borg would be ready and 
. waiting to serve'as McEnroe , 
-fretted behind the baseline,: 
.forever delaying the Swede, 
forever trying to break his 
formidable concentration. 
While Borg sat. implacably 
during changeovers, McEn-’ 



BJORN BORG 


W ho would have 
thought that Bjorn 
Borg, calm of eye 
and infused with an impene¬ 
trable inner confidence, 
would embrace retirement 
and be denounced for his 
childlike obsessions and Sony 
lack of judgment. That is the 
lot of the darling of Wimble¬ 
don, the teenage sensation 
whose life reveals a litany of 
peisonal catastrophes. 

Borg, 41. epitomised the 
middle-England virtues of 
grace and manners, yet he has 
emerged as a victim of con¬ 
temporary sporting culture, in 
which endless hours of prac¬ 
tice replaced the onset of 
puberty. The man once hailed 
as sport's finest ambassador 
has disintegrated beneath two 
tempestuous divorces and an 
acrimonious paternity suit 
over his child by a teenager he 
ran away with after adjudg¬ 
ing her the winner of a wet 
T-shirt competition. 

Since quitting the game in 
1983, his disastrous forays.into 
business have become legion. 
He is the saddest of ail men: 
the one with the mind of a 
child, reduced to making ends 
meet through a sordid autobi¬ 
ography in which he 
described himself as die sex 
prisoner of fads second wife. 
Loredana Berte. the Italian 


The critics complained, traditionalists were horrified, but the crowds loved to see McEnroe rail against authority 


roe’s balding head would be 
swathed in his towel, his 
expression never less than 
fraught Certainly, McEnroe’s - 
opening service game was a 
cameo of old: an ace, followed 
by Borg effortlessly passing 
tiie American with a return of 
service, followed by a 
McEnroe, service that 
smacked a line judge .straight 
in tiie midrifi. lt was as if they 
had never left the spotlight. 

And, of course, there were 
McEnroes tantrums—utterly 
contrived on this occasion. In 
-their playing days, McEnroe’s 
respect for.Borg ran so deep 
that he never erupted on court. 
Here, he stage-managed a row 
with thenmpire for the sake of 


the gallery. He gratuitously 
incurred himself a warning 
for ungentlemanly conduct, 
although his impromptu ex¬ 
change with Borg, after the 
latte- had foot-faulted in the 
derisive tie-break, was a real 
gem. “Do you get bad calls 
sometimes?* Borg asked of his 
opponmt. “You’ve got to roll 
with the punches," was 
McEnroe's fatherly advice. 

It was uncanny how that tie- 
break brought out the best in 
both men. If McEnroe ap¬ 
peared exhausted long before 
its advent, his pride took over 
from the opening point So 
enjoyable was & passage 
that McEnroe later lamented 
that it brought the match to a 


hasty conclusion. “I wish we 
were still playing,” be said IS 
minutes after departing the 
court “I was just getting mtoir 
and we are not that old that we 
cant play a third set." 

The merest mention of the 
phrase “tie-break" in the con¬ 
text of Borg and McEnroe is 
enough to trigger any number 
of memories. In the 1980 
Wimbledon final, they played 
what is described as the most 
memorable passage in the 
modem era. Borg had five 
match points and McEnroe 
seven set prints before the 
latter prevailed 18-16 to force a 
fifth set. which Borg eventual¬ 
ly claimed for his fifth straight 
title. He accrued 11 grand 


slams in his abbreviated 
career. 

McEnroe said later that he 
would have mixed feelings 
about playing Borg again on 
the Centre Court at Wimble¬ 
don. He explained that it 
wasn’t always wise to get too 
close to Che bone. However, 
such has been the impact of 
these two titans in London this 
week that discussions are 
under way to stage a similar 
event in the Wimbledon build¬ 
up. Should the two events run 
concurrently, tiie contempo¬ 
rary dan. all grunr and mus¬ 
cle: are in danger of playing to 
empty houses. The crowds 
might well flock to foe seniors, 
who are playing for fun. 



rock star. An attempt at sui¬ 
cide in 1989, which he denies, 
suggested that life itself had 
imprisoned foe man whose 
only sanctuary was foe tennis 
court. 

That same arena now offers 
him redemption. Now embed¬ 
ded in a long-standing rela¬ 
tionship with Kari Bernhardt, 
an American restaurant own¬ 
er, Borg's personal dreuin¬ 
stances are more settled. The 
seniors tour affords him a 
comfortable firing, if one far 
removed from the immense 
personal fortune that he 
squandered. 

Borg always appears locked 
in a time capsule. In 1989, 
when making his abortive 
comeback, he insisted on us¬ 
ing his defunct wooden rack¬ 
et Even now. he is attempting 
to capitalise on his teenage 
allure. As we sbed our teenage 
obsessions, Boig atte mp ts to 
recreate them with peTSonally- 
embossed underpants for our 
consumption. Once again, he 
has missed life's point. 

It was commonplace to hear 
commentators innocently de¬ 
scribing Borg's on-court pres¬ 
ence as beyond human 
bounds. They were right for 
foe wrong reasons. We must 
hope that foe man deprived of 
his best years can find solace 
in those that remain. 


JOHN McENROE 


W ho would have 
thought that John 
McEnroe, wfld of 
eye and possessed by rampant 
demons, would embrace re¬ 
tirement and be voted Father 
of the Year by an American 
national magazine? That is 
now the lot of foe beast of 
Wimbledon, the enfant terri¬ 
ble who terrorised umpires 
and tormented opponents like 
none before him. 

McEnroe. 38, is the proud 
patriarch of five children and 
the proprietor of a New York 
gallery specialising in less 
celebrated art He could not 
be further removed from his 
autobiographical caricature 
of a ranting, graceless genius 
who would appear just one 
step removed from acts of 
violence, his face contorted, its 
features betraying bouts of 
debilitating mental turmoil It 
now emerges that the Centre 
Court’s chalk boundaries rep¬ 
resented the bars of his prison 
cell, an arena of claustropho¬ 
bia within the broader bound¬ 
aries of fife. 

One wonders how Mo 
Enroe, who retired in 1992, 
would have coped with the 

contemporary game. His arte¬ 
sian qualities might have 
been crushed underneath its 
brute force. His fragile phy- 


pownbntnot ant McEriroespravris on theCentre Court turf after being beaten by another Borg passing shot in the 1980 finaL He had bis revenge 12 months later 


sique offers reason to doubt 
his ability to dominate and ft 
is relevant that McEnroe 
ruled through the last years of 
the wooden racket, an imple¬ 
ment. like a violin, of reso¬ 
nance and touch. 

His most predictable. act 
has been to front a rode band 

with his second wife, Patty 
Smyth, for he brought the 
rock dement to the court — 
that untamed hair of the late 
1970s, barely contained within 
that flaming red headband. 
His only aberration, if indeed 
one can so describe it, is his 
failed marriage to Tatum 
O'Neal daughter of Ryan. 

He describes modern tennis 
as boring without realising 
that his departure has made it 
so. How could he possibly 
enjoy looking in from the 
outside, without caring 
whether each ball is in or out, 
without the adrenalin cours¬ 
ing ids veins? It was afl about 
winning and so it remains. 

“As you get older.’’ he said, 
“foe pain of losing is greater 
and foe joy of winning fa 
diminished," Those words re¬ 
veal everything about 
McEnroe’s on-court demean¬ 
or. As for iris metamorphosis 
off it, one must borrow from 
Jus vernacular to exdairn; 
^ou cannot be serious!" 
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Wenger languishes under the curse 


T he birds are coming 
home to roost at 
Highbury. No sur¬ 
prise to those of us who have 
been predicting as much 
all season, arguing that 
Arsenal's misguided trans- 








lack of discipline would 

cost them dear in the end: as 

would their massive reli¬ 
ance on Dennis Bergkamp. 

True they impressively 
beat Manchester United even 
without him. But the dire 
performance against Liver¬ 
pool last Sunday 
emphasised the bleak effects 
of what they and their 
French manager. Arsene 
Wenger, have left undone. 


One thing Wenger 
could scarcely have foreseen 
was the vertiginous loss of 
form of fan Wright, for so 
long a host in himself, a 
marvellous opportunist. 
Arsenal's Goieador. Could 
one speak, with any justice, of 
the curse of Cliff Bastin? 

The media played up beyond 
all sense the significance 
of the goalscoring record of 
the former Arsenal and 
England forward. The com¬ 
parisons were not only 
odious but quite irrelevant so 
many of Wright's goals 
having been scored in compe¬ 
titions that did not even 
exist when Bastin was play¬ 
ing. Alas. Wright seemed 


to take all that statistical 
nonsense seriously. As he ap¬ 
proached his supposed 
record, his goals dried up and 
they are yet to flow again. 

This, over the years, is 
something that happens to 
strikers. Somehow or oth¬ 
er, some time or other, the 
goals stop coming. 

Wright, at 314, still has his 
health, speed and 
strength. Whether going to 
see a psychologist, to tame 
his more aggressive instincts, 
has something to do with 
it who can say? 

An Ian Wright who is 
kind to re fer ee s, tolerant to 
jeering fans and prepared 
to dance chcek-tochwk with 


Peter SchmeicheL is no 
doubt to be morally admired 
but something may be lost 
in the transformation. So we 
have the irony of Wright, 
so often in disciplinary trou¬ 
ble. incurring no more 
yellow cards — let alone red 
ones —but no longer 
putting the ball in the net. 

In an ideal world, there 
would be someone to step 
into his boots until the 
goalscoring urge returns. At 
Arsenal, indeed. Nicolas 
Anelka, having scored that 
goal against Manchester 
United, looked as if he might 
be the man. His perfor¬ 
mance against Coventry City 
in the Coca-Cola Cup was 


vibrant until he got in¬ 
jured, but since then. alas, he 
has not been able to play. 

John Hartson? It is per¬ 
haps unfair to blame Arsenal 
and Wenger for selling 
him, a matter of bang wise 
after the evenL At the time 
he left for West Ham for a 
supposed £5 million 
which for the moment looks 
more like £33 million. 
Arsenal looked to have the 
better of the deal. At West 
Ham he has taken wing, bat 
these things happen. - 
- Far less excusable was 
the sale of Paul Meson, an 
Arsenal man through and 
through, whatever his trou¬ 
bles with drink, drugs and 


gambling, who is dearly 
recovering his form and can 
play In a variety of attack¬ 
ing positions. How Arsenal 
could do with him now. 

It was significant that 
before the season, no less a 
figure than Dennis 
Bergkamp himself expressed 
his surprise and disap¬ 
pointment that Merson had 
gone. 

ArsenaL on the whole, 
have bought badly. That they 
are looking now at a 
young Portuguese centre 
back is no surprise, espe¬ 
cially remembering the em¬ 
barrassment cau se d to _ 

Tony Adams and Martin 
Keown by Liverpool’s lit- 


tie Michael Owen last V ■< 
Sunday- Each in turn treated. 'C .■*? 
Owen shamefully. • 1?; 

There is no repiadng a 
Bergkamp but when Patrick 

Vieira drops out as he has _ 

recently done, who is (a re-.., 
place his power? ..... 

His fellow Frenchman 
petit, essentiafly;.a defender 
has power bat scant fi- .V v . ; /_ : 
nesse. Wrch. Boa Movie, r . 
Mendez and Upson are . 

not vet ready for the demands 
of the Premiership. Arid - ■■■?■*> 

no player, deptorably. has V. 
been found to make the :: 

wheels turn in midfield, to, • > V v ; * 
canyon the great tradt- 
don set by Ale* James be—" ■ ■: 
tween the wars.' ' .- 
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Redfearn 
basks in 
limelight of 


JUSTIN ci cc I ra I7FL1AN 


^ A 


centre stage 


Mark Hodkinson meets the doughty 
club captain, enjoying the attention 
afforded by life in the Premiership 


S uccessful footballers 
have their own partic¬ 
ular accessories and 
Neil Redfearn. the 
Barnsley captain, is no excep¬ 
tion as he arrives in a BMW. 
wearing a baseball cap and 
with his agent. 

For a few rueful seconds, he 
looks the identikit FA Carlins 
Premiership footballer, set re¬ 
luctantly to wring out a few 
words of bland 
wisdom in ex- ~ ~~ 

change for dis- £ 3 

creel mentions r- ^ 

for the sponsors *A__ 5 ? 

of his tracksuit, 
boots or haircut. fWW " 

About as dis- jfft y 

creet as a Roy -^3 & 

Keane tackle. 
that is. H 

He winds [d 5(d 

down the win- u v 

dow of his car 
and beams a 
smile warm Xw 
enough to melt 
the frost / « / 

smattered 
across the hotel 
grounds. ‘All 
right, ladsr he 

says in a dense _ 

Yorkshire ac¬ 
cent “I won’t be a minute. I'm 
just looking where to park this 
car." When they come to make 
the rags to riches. Hartlepool 
United to Arsenal. Cow to Di 
Matreo biopic of Redfearn, 
American audiences will need 
subtides. 

Our photographer senses 




immediately Redfeam'S con¬ 
genial nature and proposes a 
few shots before the interview. 
Normally, this request comes 
after some banal sycophantic 
chat, during which rime the 
subject is sufficiently softened 
up for a trial by camera. “No 
problem." Redfearn says, and 
sits down on the cold hard 
steps outside the hoteL He 
does not ask that we photo¬ 
graph his good 
side or indeed 
23 i gp 3 hk sponsored 

123 gsa side 

gfpg His agent is a 

sweeL middle- 
aged lady called 
v-HlSC MargareL “I’ve 

SSJfN i ust 10 

4 make sure 

J fep/ everything is all 

j gj right." she said. 

There is no talk 
of fees or copy 
X approval. Hates 

of mince pies 
||^A are brought be- 

\ fore us and 

HH * I Redfearn hands 

/ • her a bundle of 

mail. "She’s 
great is Marga- 

_ ret. She’s my 

press agent real¬ 
ly." he said. “1 get loads of mail 
each week and she helps sort it 
all out. It's amazing how much 
I get now we're in the 
Premiership." 

Redfeam. at 32, has taken 17 
years, eight dubs and more 
than 600 matches to reach 
football’s top table. He is the 






been a success in the Premier-/ 
ship. Their defence has •: 
mained generous, but this-has 
not been reciprocated by oppiK 
nents. The philosophy of opti¬ 
mism instilled by - Danny 
Wilson, the manager, has-nor 
perished entirely, however/.-. 
“Even when we were seven, 
goals down against Unwed : 
[Manchester!, the other week, 

I kept thinking, if we could get 
a goal or two we might ftavea ; 
mini revival and make 1(7-4 air 
something." Redfearn sail 
Barnsley’s one surprise re¬ 
sult of the season was a l-Owm;; 
against Liverpool at Airfield;/ 
two weeks ago. Rcdfearn he^ 
lleves this owed much to *' / 
masterful piece of brinknan-.. 
ship by Wilson. He organised' 
the trip to Airfield four days 
before the mateh sa that the : 
players could see Liverpool-. 
take on Grimsby Town irv rite 
Coca-Cola Cup. Uvcrpoo4^ 
might well have been 
rating and made Barnsley 


it CO 

all 


T 


‘It meant a lot / l 
to me to play / 
for a Yorkshire ; 

club. I felt 
I could relate i 
to the fans’ 


Redfearn. the ultimate football journeyman, reflects oh 


b bwiimibpib^ 


ultimate football journeyman; 
a reliable, intelligent playmak- 
er with a thunderous shot and 
a penchant for scoring spectac¬ 
ular goals. 

Earlier in the season Barns¬ 
ley played Chelsea at Oakwell 
and Redfeam was singled out 
by Di Matteo. “He was telling 
me what he was going to do to 
me and I had to laugh really. 
I Ye been to places like Hartle¬ 
pool where there used to be 
holes in the dressing-room 
walls and lYe played in games 
where someone's battered me 
from one end of the pitch to 
the other for 90 minutes," he 
said. 

He started his career at 
Nottingham Forest but was 


homesick and relumed to the 
North with Bolton Wanderers, 
for whom he made his debut 
in 1982 against Rotherham 
United. “I’ll never forget that 
match." he said. “I accidental¬ 
ly kicked Gerry Gow of all 
people and he said to me, ’do 
that again and i'll break your 
nose!'" 

His father, Brian, had also 
been a professional footballer, 
turning out as a winger for a 
dutch of northern lower 
league teams and it looked for 
a while as if Neil would 
emulate him, as he joined 
Lincoln City and Doncaster 
Rovers. “We used to have to 
ring the bank at Doncaster 
and make sure we'd been paid. 


It upsets me to see that they 
are in trouble again at 
the moment" he said. “I think 
it is important to the game that 
smaller dubs survive." 


A lthough, by his own 
admission, he is 
short of pace, 
Redfeam reached a 
higher level with Crystal Pal¬ 
ace and Watford and, in 1989, 
was an integral part of the 
enterprising Oldham Athletic 
team built by Joe Royle. He 
played in the centre of midfield 
during Oldham’s promotion 
to the top flight in 1990-91 and 
scored 14 league goals. 

The summer of 1991 in 
Oldham was much like the 


summer of 1997 in Barnsley. 
Camera crews descended on 
an allegedly grim northern 
town and the euphoria was 
intense: During that dose 
season. Royle had a quiet but 
devastating word with ‘ Red¬ 
feam. 

“He told-me he wanted to 
play me on the right of 
midfield,”. Redfeam mailed. 
“ I felt I’d more than earned my 
right to play my own position. 
I’d always seen Joe like a 
father figure, but it felt like he 
had kicked me in the teeth." 
After taking Oldham to the 
top, Redfeam was to play no 
part in their gloiy and left to 
join Barnsley, who were then 
bottom of the old second 


division with just one point 
from seven games. "It meant a 
lot to me to play for a 
Yorkshire dub. 1 felt I could 
relate to their supporters," he 
said. 

Last • season. Barnsley 
played joyous, unfettered foot¬ 
ball and their promotion was 
greeted by universal aedaim. 
“We had no fear at all. If we 
went 3-0 down, we just as¬ 
sumed we’d come back and 
score four,” Redfeam said. 
“When we came up it was like 
a shot in rite arm for the 
working man and I think 
most people want us to stay 
up." 

Unfortunately. Barnsley's 
progressive football has not 


apprehensive but, as Wilson -V- 
had expected, they were ordi-; X 
nary, despite a 343 victory, y. A-V r 
and the. BamsJey squad y-V/ 
leftMerse>-s 3 deunuaiaUyam- - - 5- 
fidenL . ;*! 

Redfeam is steeped in foot-' 
bail. From the age of seven he " ? 
has been professionally'- " 
coached. Talking abontfoe 
game comes as naturally as," re¬ 
playing it He is interrupted 
several times by hotel staff 
preferring opinions on Barns-. -, 
ley’s struggle. He looks-tbem/ ^ 

in ihp i»Vf* Iklmc tr> 


in the eye. listens to tfear v .; 
comments and counters with 
his own. . ^ .. 

As we leave, after all . lids • 
free, unguarded ronversadon^ 
he delivers a sting — except }t 
is not a sting at afi. “Margarei, VJ. 
reckons I’d be good cn tmpgs /v / 
like A Question of Sport and * - . v 
doing stuff like this all helps, i . 

suppose," he says. A questkfo/ . - 
of integrity mightwdlbenwct . - 
appropriate. Iv • it/ v • 



FA Cup minnows Wisbech ready to take bite out of big fish 


Chile 


Childs: managing role 


I t was cold enough to add 
antifreeze to the half-time 
Bovril and had they been able 
to commandeer a gritting lorry for 
the journey back over the Cam¬ 
bridgeshire border, the players of 
Wisbech Town would still not have 
felt immune from the winter chill of 
defeat. On Wednesday night, one 
door to Wembley had closed; today, 
another is springloaded and ready 
to slam in their faces. 

OF all the small fry in the big FA 
Cup pond this afternoon. Wisfcfech 
are the real tiddlers. Tenth in the 
Dr Martens League Midland divi¬ 
sion, their opponents are Bristol 
Rovers, of the Nationwide League 
second division — the exact equiva¬ 
lent. in terms of their respective 


places in the football pyramid, of 
Doncaster Rovers against 
Manchester United. 

If Rovers had sent a spy to 
Raunds Town for Wisbech’s FA 
Umbro Trophy third qualifying 
round replay on Wednesday, they 
would have seen a team that mixes 
a neat, passing game with com¬ 
mendable commitment, but with 
an attack led by a 39-year-old 
storeman and a 22 -year-old uni¬ 
versity student as last line of 
defence. They would have seen 
Andy Moore, the man-mountain of 
a captain, thunderously head the 
decisive goal in a 3-2 extra-time 
defeat past his own goalkeeper. 
And they would have licked their 
lips as they envisaged a goal- 


Keith Pike visits a Cambridgeshire team with an 
appetite for success in their tie with Bristol Rovers 


hungry romp into the third round. 
It would, indeed, be a shock to rival 
most in the competition's history if 
Wisbech were to prevail today. This 
tie, though, is not so much about a 
non-league club attempting to cre¬ 
ate history as about one with the 
chance to overwrite iL 
In the 40 years since their only 
previous appearance at this stage, a 
2-1 defeat away to Reading. Wis¬ 
bech'S footballing claims to fame — 
they were twice beaten in the semi¬ 
finals of the FA Vase in the mid- 
Eighties, the second time falling 


foul of Les Ferdinand's prowess for 
Southall — have been overshad¬ 
owed by off-Beld notoriety. 

In 1970. they captured a few 
headlines when their manager 
decided that the best way far his 
players to relax on the eve of a 
game was to take them to a strip¬ 
tease show. Worse was to follow. 
Much worse. Two years ago, Wis¬ 
bech suffered the humiliation of 
being suspended by the Jews on 
Eastern Counties League. Their 
crime? Offering insufficient hospi¬ 
tality to visiting officials. Specifical¬ 


ly. they had not been able to come 
up with a plate of sandwiches and a 
pot of tea. That incident and others 
led to an emergency shareholders’ 
meeting 20 months ago at which a 
new chairman, Eddie Anderson, a 
new board and a new sense of 
direction were put in place, and if it 
is understandable that the present 
regime has no desire to revisit the 
past — “It was a huge embarrass- 
menL Now we are only interested 
in looking ahead," John Fetch, the 
secretary, said — a slice of Cup 
glory would go a long way towards 
erasing such memories for a club 
perhaps overdue a bit of luck. 

Charged with masterminding 
that bid is Gary Childs, appointed 
in September when the dub derid¬ 


ed that a full-time playermanage^ • 
would expedite their ambitions aria 
place in the Vauxhall Conference. ' 
Childs inherited from Ian Ja*ws«a / 
team that had blazed to promotion 
from the Jewson League with- M* • *: 
goals. Peter Munns and lan W3-. 
Gams, two 25-year-old sales : ieg& . r / 
bagged 47 and 34 resperiivdy anfi ; 
Jackie Gallagher — he wbowiH be 
40 in April, — scored 29. "Itrs^Ktta ,- 
foregone conclusion that we wfiLg® >*'• 
beaten." Childs, the former-WalsalL.; 
and Grimsby Town 
er, said. “We have got some; good \ 
players, a great spirit, 
will be 4,000 at FeniandrW 7 ‘ 
shouting their heads' 
might also be free sandwidjwMfl 
round if they win. - \ > -/ /.; • •. 




Scotland 


Ven: 


I'T, 


n abh‘< 




is as unbiased as ever in the sponsorship of its 45th Murrayfield International. 


JHg The Royal Bari| 
of Scotland 


' v: ‘> r, . 
'he 

I*u 


The Royal Bank of Scotland pic. Registered Office: 36 St. Andrew Square, Edinburgh EH2 2YB. Registered in Scotland No. 90312. 




I*, ^' Pf"-, 
"ru,.. 




.. iyzbiie” 






/ 














THE TIMES SATURDAY DECEMBER 61997 




FOOTBALL SATURDAY 


SPORT 37 





" -1 •• 


OkANO 3 GERMANY W 2 


but now he 



hj '•r'Z. ■- \ • fA. - • V ''*L 



it con 
all over 

T hey had spoken for a 
few minutes at the 
small party in a for- ■ 
mer library near the: 
old port iri Marseilles, "but 
when the middle-aged man in 
his favourite blue Harrods 
overcoat left with the delega¬ 
tion from England’s campaign 
to stage the 2006 World Cup, 

Alan Shearer stopped eating 
his Iamb cassoulet and ftp 
lowed the departing figure 
with his eyes. 

Like a ghost of glories past 
and the spirit of what might 
be, the presence of Geoff 
Hurst in the South of Prance 
in the days leading up to the 
draw for the World Cup finals - 
next summer, was a reminder 
of the momentous nature of 
the events that lie in-store for 
Shearer and the rest, rf the 
England team. 

Hurst represents the abso¬ 
lute best-case scenario, the 
man who produced the ulti¬ 
mate striker's performance in 
the ultimate football match, 
the World Cup final. In the 
course of one afternoon at . 

Wembley in 1966, he ensured 
that he became a sporting 
icon, an enduringly powerful 
symbol of national pride and 
success. . 

That England team., but 
Hurst in particular, is the... 
fondest image that bursts into 
the footballing minds of the 
nation every four years as 
World Cup - time - comes - 
around. The television - pio-.. 
turns and the commentary - 
surrounding his goals are 
integral parts even of late Hnrstis asuccessf 
Nineties English culture, eyi- 
denced by the furore last year - their life when they beat 
over the return of the hat-trick Germany that July day 31 
ball from Germany and the . yearsago. 
creation of a quiz show called lh Marseilles, though. 
They Think It's All Over,. . . Hurst admitted that hints of 

R»r Hurst and the rest of the m^guitysurTOundhispatri- 
survivors of that team, the .-otiti dearie to see England 
intervening decades have been -emulate the Beys of *66 in 
anything but 30 years of.hurt Fiance next summer. He be- 
Instead. they have been years -Eeves that England should 
of being revered as the best reach the'soma-finals at feast 
team England have ever pn^ and that this time; having 
duced, years of a constant, created a squad spirit that has 
stream of well-wishers echoes of that forged by Sjr Alf 
approaching them and felling Ramsey, Glerm Hoddle’s ride 
them they provided them with . is capable of winning the 
one of the happiest days of tournament 


•> * . *• A \ 

• : a "* * "-a * 
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World at his feet Hurst secures his place in history with his third goal against West Germany at Wembley in 1966 


Hurst is a successful businessman today, who is not weighed down by his past glories 


If that happens, though. 
Hurst realises that the nation 
will have a new set of 
footballing heroes to aedaim. 
Thou would be some feeling 
in me,' he said, “that 5 
England were- to win the 
Wtirid Cup again it woud take 
away some of the glory of '66. 
No question-' 

“I think one ofthe reasons 
that people still come up to me 
and are stiff very kind is that 
there is a whole generation 
still dinging on to that The 
youngsters have not seen that. 
If we did it again, I feel we 


would fade a bit in the past, 
but what would be wonderful 
would be for another genera¬ 
tion to have the feeling that the 
older generation bad when we 
wan it" • 

• “Our achievements might 
pale a bit I suppose. But far a 
lot of people of our generation, 
it was their day,. something 
dial they stiU 'connect with and 
that will never change. Any¬ 
body who was more than ten 
years old on that day still 
remembers where they were. I 
do not think you would take 
that-feeling from them if this 


England team won in France 
and they would still gen¬ 
erate it towards me as a 
person who was involved in 
it" 


Hurst though, is a genial, 
upbear and positive man who 
is the antithesis of a former 
player existing on former glo¬ 
ries: He is a successful busi¬ 
nessman. a leading part of a 
multinational insurance- 
broking firm and along with 
Sir Bobby Charlton and Gary 
Lineker, he is devoting much 
of his energy to championing 
England’s bid to stage tile 
2006 World Cup. 

Nor is he weighed down by 
his past Far from his hat-trick 
condemning the rest of his life 
to lingering anticlimax, he 
believes it was the beginning 
of everything good that has 
happened to him since. 

“That day, I think, was the 
starting point in many re¬ 
spects," Hurst said. “You 
could argue that, from a 
professional point of view, 
once you have scored a hat- 


trick in the World Cup final, 
you are not going to do any 
better. 1 could have retired on 
August 1,1966 and been quite 
satisfied with my career. 
Feople stiff look on my career 
as if it was one game, although 
I did actually have a reason¬ 
able career. 

“But everything I do today 
and am in¬ 
volved in to¬ 
day, every- ‘People 
thing that r 

‘S*** ™y fife on im 

today, is as a J 

result of that ac if it ■ 
memorable af- 

temoon. It has that 1 
affected my life ' 

in a very posi¬ 
tive way. When you have 
scored three goals in a World 
Cup final, you do not really 
feel as though you have got 
anything to prove to anybody. 

“When you are involved in a 
major success for your country 
people look, very fondly on you 
for that and the memory of 
that World Cup win seems to 


‘People still look 
on my career 
as if it was just 
that game’ 


be getting stronger. It is ma 
turing like a wine. 

“in 1975, 1 went on a trip to 
Hong Kong as a guest of 
British American Tobacco to 
present some football prizes. It 
was first-class travel and a 
vety enjoyable trip. When I got 
bade, I remember saying to 
my wife, ‘these days are going 
to stop, it is ten 
years ago now 

till look and it is going 
to fade away’, 
career Well, here we 
are just a wee 

ras just Mt Iater and i[ 

J is -all stronger 

ame* than ithas ever 

_ been. 

"The plea¬ 
sure of being recognised for 
scoring that hat-trick never 
wears off. I still enjoy it. I enjoy 
people's reactions when they 
have waited 3&odd years to 
tell me where they were and to 
say it was the greatest day of 
their life. I get a lot of 
enjoyment out of that A lot of 
fulfilment from that" 


For the England players 
who might be allowing them¬ 
selves to contemplate winning 
the tournament next summer, 
Hurst said his overriding 
emotion when the final whistle 
went at Wembley 31 years ago. 
*he feeling he remembers most 
about winning the World Cup, 
was the sense of relief that 
flooded over him. 

He can still talk you through 
every thought that was going 
through his head just before 
he scored his third goal. 
Desperately tired, the limit of 
his ambition was to give the 
ball-boy some more work and 
waste a few precious seconds. 
“But as you know,” he said. ”1 
rais-hit it and it flew in." 

And his ideal outcome in the 
World Cup final in Paris next 
July? His answer, delivered 
with a smile, is worthy of 
Solomon. "It would be nice if 
we got to the final, beat the 
Germans four to nothing -.. 
and the two strikers scored 
two each. Yeah, that would be 
good." 


in 


AFTER the pomp and ceremo¬ 
ny of the draw for the World 
Cup finals in Marseilles on 
Thursday, Football Associ¬ 
ation officials yesterday got 
down to the serious business 
of finalising England's five-- 
matdi warm-up programme 
before they travel tp France 
again nextyear. Chile. :one inf 
the South American qualifers 
for the sport’s greatest show¬ 
piece, have been pencilled in 
for Wembley on February II. 

Glenn Hoddle. the England. 
coach, had originally agreed 
to an international match 
against Colombia on that date 
but after the draw, which 
brought together Romania. 
England. Colombia and Tuni- 
da in group G, the game was 
ailed off. “It had not been 
affidally announced, ariy- 
ivay," an FA spokesman said 
yesterday. “The Colombians 

were quick to say that they 
didn’t want to play us any 
more, once the draw had been 

made, so that was that. As yet, 

lothing else has been- 
ronfirmed." 

Hoddle'is keen that at least ^ 


By Russell Kempson 


one of England’s five fixtures 
should be against South 
American opposition! It is alto 
believed'- tiial the FA has 
provisionally accepted an invi- 
' tatiem to play the United States 
in Washington on March 24 
or 25 and may alsobe consid¬ 
ering an offer to take on. 
Croatia in Zagreb. 

Faustino Asprflla, the Co¬ 
lombia and Newcastle United 
striker, has tipped England to 
win the World Cup. “The 
England lads have been jok¬ 
ing with me all morning.” 
Asprilla said, after training 
with • Newcastle yesterday. 
“They have said Colombia 
haven’t got a chance. Ive told 
- them they wiU only be there in 
Fiance for a week and then 
outi- ‘ • ■; 

“Seriously,, though, Xng-. 
land are obviously- the group 
favourites. Their problems are 
. not Colombia, it will be Roma¬ 
nia orTuniria. Alan Shearer is 
-a magnificent player. He will 
-score a lot of goals and cause 
problems for our defenders. 


He is the strong base of the 
England team. I’m not afraid 
of anyone in that' side but 
we’ve got to respect some — 
mc« important, of all is 
Shearer" 

The Colombian people 
“watdi football from England 
all the- time now," Asprilla 
said. “People knew about the 
country arid its football as they 
watch it on satellite television 
and now follow it And they 
know how difficult it will be 
for us against them." 

. Asprilla feds his country 
have a huge point to prove — 
they were very ditoppointing 
in the last World Cup when 
they were knocked out in the 
first round. “For aD Colombia, 
this is vety nnportanL And it 
is also important to us that our 
last, group game is against 
; England,. 

“We want to show our¬ 
selves, we haven't done our¬ 
selves justice in the World Cup 
up until now.- It was very, sad 
to go ait in the first round the 
last time around, Colombia 


are a very nice team. All the 
players are very good players 
— not only me." Hoddle fears 
the frustration factor could be 
the biggest threat to his 
. dreams of World Cup glory. 
He was far from displeased at 
the prospect of taking oh the 
very different problems posed 
by the unknowns of “musia, 
the ageing Romanians and the 
volatile Colombians. 

But the scheduling of the 
-matches in group G means 
England will not be kicking off 
their bid for the crown until 
five days after defending 
champions Brazil have faced 
Scotland' in the opening 
match. And for Hoddle, that 
spells a potential problem to 
re overcome. 

"lYn-nor too happy about 
having to wait that long," 
Hoddle said. Td have pre- 
’ferred for us to get underway 
a lot quicker. The lads will be 
sitting in toe hotel and.watch- 
ing plenty of other games on 
television but what they*U 
-want to be doing is getting on 
with it, and thars where toe 
waiting will be hard." 


Ukrainians take a dim view when 
Russia gets Kiev’s just deserts 


ver dull when Terry . 
Is about — as Ports- 
ain found to their - 
day (Russell Kemp-... 
f. In the morning, it; 
led that Venables, 

mouth chairman, 
ned; in. toe after- 
bts were expressed. 

; validity of: the..'., 
i the evening, he 
I he had. left, 
aarations go, for 
th’s Nationwide- 
rst division game ., 
jke City at Fratton ■ 
fornoan. they were 



not the best Id addition, toe 
players ^are stiff ,waiting for- 
•last' month's wages. Fifty per 
.cent has been paid by ft*. 
Professional Footballers’ As¬ 
sociation arid the dub is now 
expected to match the pay- 


menL Rumours of Venables’s 
departure surfaced early on. 
Terry Fenwick, toe Ports¬ 
mouth manager, read a brief 
message from Venables to toe 
players,' which said that 
Venables bad left toe club. 

Itwas also revealed that the 
51 per cent shareholding he 
had apparency bpught for & 
eight months ago had still not 
bebi transferred into his 
name. Martin- Gregory, the 
dub owner, bad consequently 
withdrawn, the offer of a 
ftjrtfter-47 per -cent share¬ 
holding, which was to have 


been purchased for about £3 
million within, three years. 

However, Venables later 
said that reports of his depar- 
tore were premature. “As of 
'nctw; I’m stiff toe chairman of 
the dub until such, time as I 
choose - different," be -said “I 
expect to make a decision on 
my future at.foe* dob by. the 
end of the weekend. I am 
going to consider my position: 
] don’t want to jump into 
something I might regret The 
dub’s financial .crisis has been 
-solved,- you can talk to the 
bank.” 


ENGLISH journalists should 
perhaps be a tad careful when 
covering Newcastle United’s 
final European Cup Champi¬ 
ons’ League match against 
Dynamo Kiev next wedc After 
Dynamo’s impressive 3-0 
hone victory against Barcelo¬ 
na, one national newspaper 
scribe was taken to task for 
having described the game as 
a “mauling in Russia”. 

Mykola Kravchenko, first 
secretary for press and cultur¬ 
al affairs at the Embassy of 
Ukraine in London, was not 
amused. “Dynamo has never 
been a Russian dub. even at 
toe times when Ukraine was 
part of toe Soviet Union," he 
wrote, in afierce missive to toe 
paper’s editor. 

“Dynamo is known in the 
football world as a Ukrainian 
dub which scored more Suc¬ 
cess Than any other dub of toe 
former USSR had ever man¬ 
aged to attain. Today, geo¬ 
graphically dyslexic reporting 
poses a danger of hurting 
millio ns of Dynamo's support¬ 
ers in Ukraine who feel them¬ 
selves stripped of a deserved 
victory with a stroke of a pen." 
So there. 

Beggar’s gain 

Nobody felt more over the 
moon about Iran’s unexpected 
World Cup qualifying victory 
against Australia last week¬ 
end titan Syed Hossein, a 
beggar on the streets of Teh¬ 
ran. Business had never been.. 
so good. “Iris been a great day 
for me," Hossdn reflected. 
“I’ve earned 100.000 rials (£20) 
in just half anhour. People are 
so happy that to eyre just 
tossing money at me." Good 
on yer, Syed. Let's party. 






bylfRnssall 

flitenpsofi 


Ticket to ride 

Managers and their back¬ 
room staff leave dubs for a 
variety of reasons but none 
stranger, surely, than that 
surrounding toe departure of 
Adrian Piggon. toe No 2 with 


Bedworth United, the Dr 
Martens League Midland di¬ 
vision dub. Piggon asked for 
more than the' usual one 
complimentary ticket for the 
home game against Hinckley 
United, but when the board 
refused his request he prompt¬ 
ly walked out 

Simon Haworth, the Coventry 
City striker, got bored one day 
so he went out and bought five 
goldfish — or at least he 
thought he did — to provide 
some excitement in the Haw¬ 
orth household. ~l went off to 
Belgium with the Wales team 
but when I got back home 
there were only four fish in the 
tank," he said. “J reckon one 
of them's a piranha ." 


Gallows humour 

life's a bitch at Oxford United 
at the moment — £10 million 
in debt, new stadium on hold, 
every player up for sale — bur 
at least Mike Ford, the United 
defender, has retained a sense 
of humour. “Someone turned 
up late for training the other 
day and we thought he’d been 
sold." he said, “bur he just got 
stuck in toe traffic." 

STRANGE BUT TRUE; 
Northwich Victoria boast the 
most venerable football ter¬ 
race in the world, toe 120-year- 
old Danebank at Drill Field. It 
was recently reopened after a 
£50.000 facelift. 


Harford completes move 


WEST Bromwich Albion and 
Queens Park Rangers might 
not have exactly kissed and 
madeup yesterday, but they at 
least readied a civilised agree¬ 
ment over the services of Ray 
Harford. West Bromwich ac¬ 
cepted that Harford, their 
manager, wanted to leave The 
-Hawthorns for Lofius Road 
and, after toe threat of legal 
action had been lifted, all 
parties appeared happy with 
the outcome; 

Harford has taken charge of 
thi; Rangers side and will lead 
than in their home game 
against Sunderland in the 
Nationwide League first divi¬ 
sion this afternoon. John 
Hollins, who has been in 
charge of the side since Stew¬ 
art Houston and Bruce Rioch 
were dismissed last month. 


By Russell Kempson 

has been offered toe position 
of Harford’s assistant 

West Bromwich had been 
prepared to take toe matter to 
court Tony Hale, the chair¬ 
man, claimed that Harford 
had failed to give the dub toe 
■six-month notice period re¬ 
quired for his resignation, 
which he announced late on 
Wednesday. After talks be¬ 
tween tile dubs before the 
scheduled hearing in the High 
Court yesterday, an “amicable 
agreement" was readied. 

“When we decided on tak¬ 
ing legal action, we acted in 
the interests of this football 
dub," John Wile, the West 
Bromwich chief executive, 
said. “It is absolutely wrong 
for a dub to poach another 


club's manager, especially 
when we had bent over back¬ 
wards to help Ray with sup¬ 
port and money. It is wrong 
that through no fault of our 
own, we should be put in a 
position where we could suffer 
incalculable damage.” 

Jamie Stuart, 21, tire 
Charlton Athletic defender, is 
to be charged with miscon¬ 
duct by the Football As sed¬ 
ation after failing a drugs 
test Stuart tested positive for 
cocaine and marijuana when 
the FA'S drugs control unit 
visited toe first division dub’s 
training ground on Novem¬ 
ber 17. 

Stuart is the third player to 
fail a drugs test this season 
after the cases of Dean Jones, 
of Barnsley, and Shane Nich¬ 
olson, of Wesi Bromwich. 
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LIVERPOOL 

v 

MANCHESTER UNITED 
Today, 11.15 (sold out) 


Oliver Holt 

jjFWEsKN This match may 
. W not be quite as 
W s»- . seminal as the 

I f -jfV » corresponding 
j yi l'- ^ t4 fixture towards 
M v-Lfe-1 the end of last 
season when 
Mandiester United tore Liver¬ 
pool apart ar Airfield and con¬ 
demned them to a late speil of 
mediocrity which robbed them 
of a European Cup Champions’ 
League place, bur die FA Carling 
Premiership game on Mersey¬ 
side today could be pivotal in the 
race for the title. 

After the trauma of their 
defeat by Barnsley in their last 
match at Anfield a fortnight ago. 
Liverpool salvaged some pride— 
and suggested thar a challenge 
on United’s supremacy might 
still be feasible — with an 
untypically gritty 1-0 win over 
Arsenal ar Highbury last Sun¬ 
day, courtesy of a sublime goal 
from Steve McManaman. 

Thar surprise victory con¬ 
firmed the trend of a Liverpool 
season that has swung crazily 
from highs to lows. 

It also means thar a win over 
Alex Ferguson’s team would 
bring them within striking dis¬ 
tance of United and stifle some of 
the cries for the replacement of 
Roy Evans, the beleaguered 
Liverpool manager, who almost 
certainly will be'eased out of his 


job at the end of. the season if 
Liverpool fad to win the title. 

Before the Arsenal game. 
Jamie Redknapp. the Liverpool 
midfield player, one of their best 
at Highbury in the absence of 
Paul Inis, his usual central 
partner, said his team needed a 
minimum of four points from the 
two games in London and Liver¬ 
pool. They are threesjuarters of 
the way there. 

Thai fourth print, though, 
may be the hardest to win. 
United are in formidable form 
and the way they disposed of 
Blackburn Rovers at Old 
Trafford last Sunday, suggests 
they will be in no mood to 
encourage any belated title aspi¬ 
rations taking root on Mersey¬ 
side. 

The absence of Ince and 
Robbie Fowler, both suspended, 
from the Liverpool line-up will 
weigh in their favour, too. 

United will be without Paul 
Scholes. but Ferguson actually 
gave thanks for that after the 
victory over Blackburn, saying 
that it would ease a selection 
dilemma that is already assum¬ 
ing significant proportions. 

His main problem is the 
attacking permutation now that 
Teddy Sheringham. Andy Cole 
and Ole Gunnar Solskjaer are 
all scoring goals regularly. 

Thai could swing "things 
United's way. but Liverpool may 
salvage something from a game 
thar will have all the fervent 
atmosphere of a derby. 

LIVERPOOL ipiobabie; 4-1-2)- □ Jare. — R 
B T Kvaine. M Wngtn, 0 MaS*o — S 
McLtamnun. j Redmapo. J Cartagrer. Si 
Stowbye — M Ow*=n. K Redle 
MANCHESTER UNITED (4-3-1 -2) P 

Scmw*ctkM —GNeWte. G PaJkSer. H Berg. P 
Neville — 0 Bfckham, N Butt. R (Jggs — E 
Sheunghan — A Cole O G Sdskiaei. 

Retaree: 0 Eieciy 

■ TELEVISION; Today: Live on 
Sky Sports 1. from 10.30am. and 
on Match of the Day (extended 
highlights). 

■ PREDICTION: Honours even 
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SIGN OF THE TIMES 

ft's Liverpool v Manchester Uni* 
ted today, which can only mean 
one thing — strut? surreal kick¬ 
off time. 11.15am is the chosen 
time for the Red Armies to meet 
this season. Here am seme 
other kick-off times to conjure 
with. 

1. 7.30, Wednesday evening 
Unless slated, of course 
2 7.45. Wednesday evening 
. which it usually is 

3 .12, midday 

Useful (or newspapers to use hsgh- 
noon showdown" headlines 
4 -8.00, Monday evening ‘ 

Oh goody, it's Leicester v V/trSHe- 
don tonight 

5. 1.00. Sunday afternoon 
ft used to be roast beef and Yorkshire 
pudding, now it's rrcre ifcefy to be 
Cardiff v Swansea 
6,3.05, Sunday afternoon 
Usually just after the Queen. Sfic has 


7 . 4.00, Sunday afternoon 
Arsenal v Man U it you've go! Sky 
The Dambusleis if you haven't ... 

8 . 2.00, Saturday afternoon . .. 

For chibs who object Jo.iunchtme' 
drinking s ' r 

9.5.30, Saturday everting 
Even Enaiand v Cameroon is better 
than tee You Being Served? :.. Out 
only just 

10- 6.00, Boxing Day evening 
Known as the cold turkey treatment 
1 1. 3.00. Saturday afternoon 
Don’t be riefcutous. that wJJ never 
catch on 

Centre of attention; the teams prepare for the big kick-off, but at what time is anybody’s guess. Photograph: John Giehigi/AHsport Compiled by Richard Whitehead 






LEEDS UNITED 
v 

EVERTON 
Today, 3.0 


Simon Wilde 
Which side of 
rn‘ . - .-J their beds will 
'. *-r‘- the Leeds Uni- 
■ -Jty: ted players get 

f . out of this 

‘: 'js' morning? Ir 
^— may be the 
most meaningful clue as to 
how the FA Carling Premier¬ 
ship’s most enigmatic side 
performs at Elland Road this 
afternoon. Of late, they have 
been profligate and parsimo¬ 
nious, dull and dynamic, 
sweet and sour — never the 
same from one week to the 
next, except in their ability to 
fashion the right result, usual¬ 
ly at the last, lung-bursting 
gasp. 

They have won their past 
four premiership matches, the 
last three after going 0-3, CM 
and 0-2 down against Derby 
County. West Ham United 
and Barnsley respectively. 
The more frequent these 
heroics, the harder ir is to 
dismiss them as messy flukes. 

Even George Graham, the 
Leeds manager, has admitted 
not always knowing what his 
players are about, but he 
knew enough to agree this 
week to stick, with the club 
until the end of the century 
(for adequate remuneration, 
of course). He must be miss¬ 
ing the predictability of those 
asphyxiatingly efficient per¬ 
formances of old. but perhaps 
he is as intrigued as everyone 
else by his side’s unconquer¬ 
able spirit. 

How long can it last? Leeds, 
who might have been content 
this season to rebuild, now lie 
an improbable fourth in the 
table, and with the visitors 
being lowly Everton, beaten in 
their past five matches and 
without a win away from 
home in the premiership this 
year, it is tempting to envisage 
Leeds, for once, doing the 
crushingiy obvious and taking 
them to the deaners. 

However. Leeds will need to 
avoid vertigo — and there are 
doubts over Lucas Radebe and 
Harry’ Kewell. Radebe. who 
flies to Johannesburg tonight 
for South Africa's internation¬ 
al against Brazil tomorrow, 
has a groin strain and Keweli 
has a damaged knee. Hopkin 
is under suspension. 

If Everton do lose again, 
further displays of disen¬ 
chantment from their support¬ 
ers are assured. Peter 
Johnson, the chairman, is in 
their sights. 

LEEDS UNITED iposdote: 4-4-2): N 
Mait/n — G Hate. D Mfotharal. L Radebe, 
□ Robertson — G Kelly, L Bovver, AI 
Hwtond. B Rjfadro — Jr Hasseibait*, R 
Wallace. 

EVERTON (possible, M21: NSomhal — 
E Barren. T TborrvM. C Her. C Short, A 
— M. Warp. D WAamsan. <3 
-Speed — D Cadsnanei). 0 Ferguson. 
Referee: P Durfdn 

■ TELEVISION: Today: Match 
ot the Day. BBC1 10 50pm, goal 
highlights. 

■ PREDICTION: Leeds to grind 
out unexpectedly dull win. 


Russell 

■ 1 Kempsoa 

Rfi fi Aston VDIa are 
H ->■*; .**?■ looking for a 
■k | ' band — drum- 

mers. trumpeters. 
{ ‘^■^/ trombonists, the 

—-- more the better— 

to stoke up the atmosphere dur¬ 
ing their Uefa Cup third round, 
second leg tie against Steaua 
Bucharest on Tuesday. The plan, 
apparently, is to scare the Steaua 
players into submission. 

No need for such fanfare today. 
Coventry City were so ex¬ 
cruciatingly awful in the 2-0 
defeat by Leicester City last 
weekend, and will be without 
Gary McAllister, tiieir influential 
captain, this afternoon, that Villa 
are unlikely to need any outside 
assistance. McAllister is injured. 


y T j^| Peter Robinson 
I Were you to mill 

lite. 'tfir n aroun ^ Ewood 

J Park this after- 

41 noon, drinking in 

| the atmosphere 

[ ‘’iqpF I before the visit of 

--- Bolton Wander¬ 
ers, one name would flash before 
your eyes again and again and 
again. Hendry. Emblazoned on 
the back of replica Rovers shirts 
as far as the eye can see. 

Colin Hendry, you see, is the 
big thing in these parts, not so 
much popular as revered. As Le 
Tissier is to Southampton, as 
Shearer is to Newcastle United, 
so Hendry is to Blackburn, the 
undisputed fans’ favourite — and 
how they have missed him. Still, 
a month to the day after sustain¬ 
ing a back injury in a 1-1 draw 


Richard Hobson 
This should be 
one of the easier 
weekend fixtures 
to call. Derby 
County are un¬ 
beaten in the FA 
Carling Premier¬ 
ship at Pride Park while West 
Ham United have yet to enjoy 
victory on their travels. A routine 
home win? Not necessarily. 

The Derby defence has been 
increasingly jittery and even the 
sight of John Hartson, the West 
Ham striker, taking a pre-match 
stroll on the pitch, may induce 
panic among the ranks. Thus, 
Jim Smith, the manager, is 
considering restoring Stimac. a 
comforting presence, to the back 
three, even though he is not 
convinced that the Croatia inter- 


Nick Szczepanik 
Until Crystal Pal¬ 
ace'S 4-1 hammer¬ 
ing at Upton Park 
on Wednesday 
night watched fay 
Roberto Bettega, 
vice-president of 
potential investors. Juventus, tire 
story of their season had been, 
[heir excellent away form: but if 
results on their travels start to go 
the way of their dire home record, 
Palace could begin to fulfil pre¬ 
season predictions of a struggle. 

However, an early opportunity 
to relaunch the road campaign 
presents itself at Filbert Street 
today, despite injuries to Jamie 
Smith, Andy Roberts and Bruce 
Dyer. 

Although they are sixth in tile 
FA Carling Premiership, Leices- 








ASTON VILLA 
v 

COVENTRY CITY 
Today, 3.0 


Willie Boland is suspended and 
Coventry have neverwon at Villa 
Park, either. It does not bode well 
for them. 

“Were still upbeat and l hope ‘ 
our fans will be, too." Gordon 
Strachan, the Coventry manager, 
said. “We need that spirit behind 



BLACKBURN ROVERS 
v 

BOLTON WANDERERS 
Today. 3.0 

with Barnsley, the inspirational 
Scotland defender returns today 
at the expense .of Pedersen: The 
experiment with 4-5-1 is likely to 
be ditched, too. after last week’s 
humbling at Old Trafford, so 
Gallacher should resume up 
front alongside Sutton. 




~*^$WB»Ycow t n 


DERBY COUNTY 

WEST HAM UNITED 
Today, 3.0 


national has recovered fully from 
a back problem. 

Burton, the Jamaica forward, 
replaced Ronaldo in the exhibi¬ 
tion match that preceded the 
World Cup draw in Marseilles on 
Thursday and will start this 
afternoon if Smith feels the time 



LEICESTER CITY 

V 

CRYSTAL PALACE 
Today. 3.0 


ter City do not possess a Hartson 
or’ a Berkovic (Palace’s chief 
tormentors at West Ham), and 
also have found goals hard to 
come by at home recently. This 
will not be helped by the absence 
of Emile Heskey, who completes 
a three-match suspension. 


us, that relegation spirit if you 
like. Maybe this season weneed it 
a bit earlier." 

Even with patchy league form, 
one eye on the game on Tuesday 
and the fact that Stan Collymore, 
the £7 million man. is still barely 
able to raise a sweat Villa should 
win at a.canier. No reason to get 
carried away, though: Steaua 
await around the corner and are 
unlikely to be intimidated by a 
bunch of musicians. 

ASTON VILLA (pOssWe: 3+ 1-Z) U BoanKti — 
U Ehtogu. S Staunton. G Soutfwan?—F Noboo. 
M Draper. S Grayson, A Wngttt — D Yortie — S 
Ootyiriora. S 

COVENTHY CftY<protabie. 4-4-2). S Ognamic 
— R Nissan, R Shew, G Breen. D Burrows — P 
Tafts. T E Solhetft. P W®sms. M Hall — D 
Hudiertjy. DDubia 
Referee. G Barber ; 

■ TELEVISION: Today. Match of 
the Day, goal highlights. 

■ PREDICTION: Easy for Villa 


Bolton would do well not to 
read too much into that 4-0 defeat 
by Manchester United. Black¬ 
burn are better than thar and will 
want to prove it, testing Wander¬ 
ers’ recent record of . three 
successive dean sheets. Although 
Taggart is available after suspen¬ 
sion and Fairdougb and Cox 
have shrugged off injuries, the 
visitors' bade, four is likely to be 
unchanged. 

BLACKBURN ROVERS (protaU* 4-LZ): T 
Flowers — J Kama. 3 Henchrc. C Hendry. G 
Cro« — S Rptey. G Ftooft. T Sberaood. J 
WHcok — K Gatecfiec. C Sutton 
BOLTON WANDERERS (probable: 4-4-2): K 
Branagan — G Benjsaon A Todd, M Fisn, M 
WhttkMi—J Rafcjck, P Frandsen. A Thompson, 
S Setiara — N Btete. D Hafdswarth. 

Rstaraa: M Bodefbam. 

■ TELEVISION: Today: Match ot 
the Day, goal highlights. 

■ PREDICTION: It is a derby, so 
only a tentative home win. 


has come to rest the extraordi¬ 
nary Wanchope. 

For West Ham. Lampard is in 
contention after a virus kept him 
out of the midweek win against 
Crystal Palace — a game in which 
Hartson notched his seventeenth 
goal in 20 games. Arsine Wenger 
said the next day that he had no 
regrets in allowing him to leave 
Arsenal — surely the extreme of 
bloody-mindedness. 

DERBY COUNTY (posstte: 3-4-1-2): M Poom 

— G Rowe. I Stenac. C DaBy — R KozUr. S 
ErarVa L Caratey. C Rowe* — F Batano — D 
Srumdge. PWantiTOpe 

WEST HAM UNITED posable; 5-2-1-2) C 
Forres* —T Breacfcar. 1 Pearce, R Ferdinand. D 
Unswonh, S Lazancfca — f LorpaA S Lomas 

— E Bertame — J Hanson. S Abou 
Referee: A WdOe 

■ TELEVISION: Today. Match of 
the Day, goal highlights. 

■ PREDICTION: West Ham to 
reverse the trend in an open game. 


It also may explain why Martin 
O-Neffi, the manager, natural 
worrier that he is, prefers to think 
of his team as fourteenth from 
bottom. “My daughter summed it 
up best when she said that we 
were only a point behind 
Arsenal." he said. “! have to 
admit that 1 still look down to the 
gap between ourselves and the 
bottom three." But not surely, as 
often as Palace do. 

LEICESTER QTY (probable: 3-5-?) h'Refer— 
S Pm. M 0W*. S Walsh - P Kaamak. R 
Savage. N Lenrtgn, M IssL S Guppy — I 
MaishaS. G Fertwi. 

CRYSTAL PALACE (poagfcte: 3-5-2) K Mfer- 
A Lrtgnan. P Warhurst H t*ddareson — M 
Rfcvortny, I Zahar, N Enfaten. S fodgei. □ 
Gordon — M Padbvano, N SNppwtey 
nofer ee : U Remm. 

■ TELEVISION: Today Match of 
the Day, goal highlights. 

■ PREDICTION: Low-scoring 
draw 




TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR 
v 

CHELSEA 
Today, 3.0 (sold out) 


Matt 

Dickinson 
_There was a 
time not so 
long ago when 
this fixture 
would have re¬ 
sembled the 
farcical Europe versus the 
Rest of the World curtain- 
• raiser to the World Cup draw 
last Thursday, two talented 
teams with insufficient direc¬ 
tion helping each other to 
score goals. Probably no tack¬ 
ling either. 

Not so nowadays, of course, 
with Chelsea hoping to assert 
themselves as Manchester 
United’s most credible chal¬ 
lengers in tile FA Carling 
Premiership and a Tottenham 
Hotspur team, a corpse under 
Gerry Francis, showing the 
first signs of life under Chris¬ 
tian Gross’s spartan regime. 

Chelsea must show their 
mettle on this sort of occasion. 
.Like United, they can .rest 
some of their best players 
because of the depth of their 
squad. Like the champions, 
they have thrived despite los¬ 
ing thar most dynamic mid¬ 
field player because of a 
cruciate ligament injury. Re¬ 
member Roy Keane and Gus¬ 
tavo Poyet? 

The 4-0 victory over Derby 
County last week suggests 
that Chelsea may be dose to 
their peak. They will not be 
short of confidence at White 
Hart Lane- “August 1987: tirat 
was the last time we beat 
Chelsea at home," Gross.-the 
Tottenham coach, ever metic¬ 
ulous, said yesterday. : 

Gross will hope that a 
bonding session in a hotel last 
night wifi build on the morale 
gained by victory over 
Everton, but their prepara¬ 
tions could be undermined by 
a shoulder injury to Sol 
Campbell who is doubtful. 
Anderton may replace Fox in 
the starting line-up. 

Ruud Gullit, tiie Chelsea 
manager, may break with his 
policy of rotating strikers and 
stick with Mark Hughes who 
is about to begin a three- 
match suspension, rather 
than bring in Gianluca Vlalli. 

TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR (pratiabla; 

2)-1 Water - S Car. R VCga. S Catnpbe*. 

C WSson — D Andenon, C CaWonwCd. A 
Nelson, A Simon — D Snota. L Fardnand. 
CHELSEA {probable; 4-4-3: E de Goey — 

F Smdafe. F laboai, M Dubwiy. C 
Babayeio — D Pfifeescu. D Wise. R Dl 
Mateo. G La Sajx — G Zola. M Hughes. 
Rolans; D Gaieghsr 

■ TELEVISION: Today. Match 
of the Day. extended highlights. 

■ PREDICTION; Chelsea to 
pinch a hard-fought win. 


ON MONDAY 


Brilliant insights or hopeless 
guesses? Check our writers’ 
predictions against their 
weekend match reports 


David Maddock 
Just how compli¬ 
cated is Kenny 
Dalglish? At his 
press conference 
yesterday, the 
Newcastle Uni¬ 
ted manager 
indicated that Faustino Asprilla 
may be ready to return to action 
after a two-month lay-off. follow¬ 
ing a hernia operation. 

Consternation. The assembled 
media representatives . were _ 
thrown into confusion because 
Dalglish is never so straightfqr- . 
ward as to actually give out 
important information .such as_ 
players’ fitness. 

After much deliberation, The: 
consensus among the hardbit¬ 
ten press men was that Dalglish 
was bluffing. He would only say 
that Asprilla could play, they 
mused, if in fact the Colombian . 
striker were stiU unfit. ’ 

. It is a nark of the complexity 
of the Newcastle manager that 
such an inquest took, place. He ; 
rarely does anything without a 
purpose, and the chances are 
thar Asprilla probably will start ; 
the FA Carling Premiership 
match against Arsenal at St 
James’Park today on the bench, 
getting a taste of the action at 
some stage. 

His return will be welcomed 
by the many Newcastle support¬ 
ers beginning to wonder just 
where tiieir team is heading this 
season. Their departure from the 
European Cup . Champions' 
League was followed qftiddyTiy . 
defeat away to Bolton Wander¬ 
ers and the stark realisation thar 
perhaps the Magpies are not 
quite good enough to win the 
league this season. 


Brian GlauvUSe 
Wimbledon have 
been shipping 
water lately. 
Southampton, 
after an im¬ 
proved run, last 
at home last 
weekend to Sheffield Wednes¬ 
day. Neither can afford to lose 
this FA Carling Premiership 
game. 

It remains to be seen whether 
Wimbledon's once-solid defence 
is as good as it was in the first 
half of their last home game, 
against Manchester United, or 
as bad as it was in the second, 
when ir ler in five goals. 

The curse of Scotland goal- 
• keepers seems to have descended 
on Neil Sullivan, who. picked on 
contentious grounds for Scot¬ 
land, gave away a goal against 
France and gave away the win-, 
ner when Wimbledon lost to 
Bolton Wanderers last week 
Better times may be round the 
corner. 

It may be profitable for Wim¬ 
bledon to recall Robbie Earle, 
who has missed two matches, 
rather than to place an unwant¬ 
ed midfield burden on Neil 
Ardley, a winger by persuasion. 
Equally, this might be the mo¬ 
ment to go with the new Norwe¬ 
gian midfield player. Stole 
Solbakken. who looked usefol 
when he came ot late against 
United. Elan Ekoku could be 
brought bade to foe attack, were 
Joe Kinnear, the manager, to 
prefer him to Marcus Gayle or 
foe promising Carl Cart 

David Jones, a young manag¬ 
er of distinct promise, gradually 
has been making Southampton 
into a better side, although their 




NEWCASTLE UNITED 
v 

ARSENAL 
Today, 3.0 (sold out) 


. That thought .struck Arsene 
.Wenger, about his own side, at 
the weekend. The Arsenal man¬ 
ager virtually gave up the ghost 
.after Liverpool's victory aT High¬ 
bury and suggested that 
Mandiester United were unstop¬ 
pable. . 

Many people thought that this 
was a ploy by Wenger to put 
pressure on United; but he is not 
as complicated as Dalglish. 
Wenger merely says things as he 
sees them, and he realised fast 
weekend that Arsenal still have 
some way to go. 

He will not be. able to make 
many changes to foe side that, he 
said, played sojxwrly. Vieira 
and Parlour areunfit, and Bould 
and Grimandi are — surprise, 
surprise — suspended. Both 
sides need to win, so it will bean 
interesting struggle. 

NEWCASTLE UNITED (prabebto. 4-4-1-11. S 
Gteen — S WOaon, D Peaccd*. S Pearce, A 
Rstane — K Oflespe. fl Lee. D Batty T 
testate — J O Tomasson — J Bames 
ARSENAL (probable. 4-4-2) D SesrOT — L. 
Own. M teew. AAdqmS. N Wnterbum S 
HugWs. E Pew. tJ Had M ©Kama's — l 
WrtgW. D Bergkamp 
RoferoK SDum 

■ TELEVISION: Today: Match of 
the Day, extended highflghts. 

■ PREDICTION: Bore draw. 



WIMBLEDON 

SOUTHAMPTON 
Tomorrow, 4.0 


finishing also has. been some¬ 
thing of a problem. However, 
David Hirst is finding tbe range 
and EgQ Ostenstad* their .Nor¬ 
way international striker, : is 
bade. Indeed, Ostenstad may 
replace Hirst this afternoon: 
Then there is Kevin- Davies, 
bought from Chesterfield, in 
Whose splendid FA Cup run he 
figured so impressiyely last sea¬ 
son. Stfll only 20,' quick, strong 
and incisive, he wifi score many 
goals. 

There is also the eternal, gifted 
maverick. Matt Le Ussier, who 
can turn any game with an 
inspired pass, a remarkable 
goal. Yes, he still tends to drift in 
.and out of matches. Yes. he 
should have headed that goal at 
Chelsea. But he is. exquisitely 
capable of making foe builds for 
those fine , strikers to firt 

WIM BtHiqN (possae: 4-4-3- N-9dtan - 
K Qjrtnghsn, C PW Q 8 

Ijacher -• N Awfey, V Jam. C Hurts. M 
Hurt® — C Oort. M Gayta. 

SOUTHAMPTON ipoKaWe; 4 - 3 -t-Sn: R JcrtB : 
- * Montau. c bndelnm F 0 mal. 

~ C Ratrw. K «cha«6on. M OeHay—« La 
nfea er — K Davies, E Qatanstad. • - 

(MamMReed 

■ TELEVISION: Tomorrow: Dus' 
on Sky Sports 1, bom Spot'. J ‘ • * 

■ PREDICTION: A draw. - - : 
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A real • sense of anticipation 
has built up around.jhis 
m orning , s ianie against 
Manchester United, but there - is 
only one word I would use to 
describe the 11.15 Iddc-cff - trazy. 
Whatever the reasons, it is unnatu¬ 
ral for a football maidito start at 
tlwt time, especially for the feh$, 
wdio have to travel some distance 
to the -ground, or wort Saturday 
fronting. I find it hard to accept 
that there was nothing thai could ' 
be done to accommodate a. more . 
reasonable kick-off time. 

It is no great hardship, but 
many players have a set routine 
and they are easily put out of their. 
stride. For an anernodn game, 
3pm is ideal because it gives tune 
for food to be consumed properly- 
and Tp&ensible build-up to be 
followed. Fbr an I1J5 start; we wfli 
have to be out of bed by 7 ofclpcfc 
where most players axe stuck in 


the routine of going fo.bed late and . 
sleepmg in before a match.. 

Much worse than that, many 
players are' superstitious add have 
to eat the same food before each 
match. TJiat means that some of 
pur squad-wflj eat a meal of roast 
.-diMdcen, or steak or pasta, or 
whatever, at730am. 

.• = We' Jtidced off early against 
IdiiiidssteT United last season 
ahd-evn tinugb it was a really 
important' match — absolutely 
caudal, in facUto both sides — the 
atmosphere was subdued. I felt 
■that bothsides jjot into tbfflr stride 
anty.when wdl mto the game. 

' I ain doe Of the.Juocy ones, , 
because ! sun not superstitious —' 
in fat£ leant bring myself to eat 
verymudi at breamst time, so Z 
will probably have some cereal 
and toast, and tty to*getniy energy 
levels up by eating a decent meal 
the night before. ' 


McMANAMAN’S 
A. WORLD 


There is a reluctance between 
the players off both sides to build 

■ up the rivalry between the two 
dubs. Hie fact is, we are quite 
friendly.-1 know lots of the United 
players from Errand duty and, of' 
course, Paul luce played for them. 
HeisyerydosetoT^yahGiggsand 
there is a lot of friendliness. 

However. I accept thait there is 
an intense rivalry between the two 
sets of supporters- In many ways, 
this fixture has become even more 
passionate than the .'Merseyside 
derby for our fans. It is probably 
because United have 1 dominated 
the league for the past few seasons. 

■ In the past. Liverpool were in 
control and United took satisfac¬ 
tion from beating us. Nawthe boot 
is an the other foot and I suspect 
that has created a little bit of 
jealousy among our. supporters, 
who were used to winning things. 

. I know Vm jealous — jealous in 



the sense that I desperately want to 
win things and United have dote 
that in recent years. No matter 
what our fans think of them, they 
are an excellent team. We’re chas¬ 
ing them and we want what they 
have got, but the only way fo do 
that is to do well in the domestic 
league and qualify to play an the 
greater European stage. .That 
means winning our matches, not 
just at Anfield today, but consis¬ 
tently throughout tiie season. 

■ It’s a small world 

The World Cup draw threw up 

some interesting prospects for 


England. I wouldn’t say that it was 
the hardest draw of all the groups, 
but then it would be pretty stupid 
to get carried away with it as welL 
It almost seems a cliche to 
suggest it, but the teams thathave 


made it to the finals have to be of a 
decent quality to get there The 
other teams in our group will be no 
mugs and England will have to do 
well to get pasr them. 

Colombia are a case in point-1 
remember the 1994 finals, when 
they were among the favourites to 
win the competition. There was a 
lot of money placed on them, but 
thqr then came unstuck in the 


P I? ? 8es - Tlwy are an 

is that w e know 
all about hmt. as we do about 

Ph^ CU, fD DumjTfescu and 

3 S ^’°L Romania - aU of whom 
haw played in the FA Carling 
njnuershtp. we also have the 
advantage of having played 
agjrcjt, 5\ e side quite 

fS?L W L P r layed Romania 

Colombia before the European 
championship finals. W e drew 
against both and they both looked 
capaWe opposition. In feet, l 
played one of my first games for 
England against Colombia. 

It would be nice, of course, if I 
J™Ky a § a *nst them again in 
the World Cup finals, but that is 
too far ahead. Whoever makes it 
into the England squad will have 
to prove their worth over the 
months ahead. 

■ Thanks for the memory 
On Thursday. 1 was present at the 
unveiling of a tribute to BUI 
Shankly and the opening of die 
Liverpool Visitor Centre. It was a 
moving tribute to a great man. The 
Shankly era had long passed when 
I arrived at Anfield, but his 


presence is still there at the dub. 
He was a great character and his 
spirit still touches everyone. 

Roy Evans and Ronnie Moran 
worked under BQi and they say not 
only what a great manager he was. 
but a wonderful man. too. Most 
important of all, he produced 
results. He won promotion for 
Liverpool and established the club 
as one of the most successful in 
history. It is important to remem¬ 
ber that tradition, even as football 
heads off into a completely dif¬ 
ferent era. Shankly possessed a 
passion for Liverpool Football 
Club that should never be for¬ 
gotten . 

I received recently a tape by 
John Keith, a journalist who knew 
Shanks well, which sums up the 
great man. He has put together 
some of the many, many stories 
and anecdotes — the legend — that 
has built up around Shankly and it 
is very entertaining. 

He was genuinely funny and 
had an astute football brain. The 
tapes have been very popular 
around Merseyside, because they 
tap into the essentials of the man. 
He was honest and down to earth 
and was loved by our supporters, 
who still talk about him now. 

□ Shanks For The Memory, by 
John Keith, Mastersound, is 
available from outlets around 
Merseyside, 

STEVE MCMANAMAN 


FA CARLING PREMIERSHIP 


(Last week’s position Inbrackets) 




20. EVERTON (20) 


1--- 


Goals scored ' Avge 

1 , Manchester Utd 

-40 

z5o 

2. Chelsea 

35 

: 2.1S 

3, Arsenal 

30 

1JB7 

4. Derby 

28 

1187 

5. Sheffield Wed 

28 

1.75 

6. Liverpool 

26 

1.73 

7. Blackburn 

27 

- 1,69 

8. Leeds 

26 

1.62 

9. West Ham . 

24 

. 1.50 

10. Leicester 

21 

.131 

11. Newcastle 

18 

139 

12. Southampton 

20 

135 

13. Wimbledon 

. 18 

- 1.12 

14. Aston VKa 

.16 


=. Crystal Palace ■ 

16 


=. Everton 

16 

1.UU 

17 . Barnsley 

14 


ia Coventry 

13 


Tottenham 

13 

' 031 


Arsenal 
Aston Villa 
Barnsley 
Blackburn - 
Bofton 
CSietsea 
Coventry 
Crystal Palace 
Derby 
Everton 
Leeds Utd 
Leicester 
Liverpool 
Manchester Utd 
Newcastle 
Sheffield Wed . 

Southampton 
Tottenham 
West Ham 
Wfmbtedon 


Hartson (West Ham) 
Bergkamp (Arsenal). 

Sutton (Blackburn) 

Wright (Arsenal) 

Bafeno (Derby) .■ 

Cole (Manchester Utd) 
Wallace (Leeds)' 

Carbone (Sheffield Wed) 
Davies (Southampton) 

Dublin (Coventry) 

GaHacher (Blackburn) ' 
Sheringham (Manchester Utd) 
Zola (Chelsea) 

Berkovic (West Ham) 

Blake (Bolton) ■ 

Di Canib Sheffield Wed) - 
Fowler (Liverpool) 

Wanchope (Derby) * 


Cards Issued 

Yellow 

Rad 

1. Everton 

35 

3 

2. Leeds Utd 

37 

1 

3. Arsenal 

36 

1 

4.- Bofton 

31 

3 

=. Chelsea 

31 

3 

& Coventry 

33 

' 1 

=. c Palace 

33 

1 

a West Ham 

32 

0 

=. Derby 

32 

0 

10. Blackburn 

26 

3 

11. Sheffield Wed 

26 

2 

12. Tottenham 

26 

1 

13. Southampton 

26 

0 

14. Liverpool 

24 

1 

15. Manchester Utd* 

25 

0 

=. Wimbledon 

25 

0 

17. Barnsley 

24 

0 

18. Newcastle 

22 

1 

-19. Leicester - 

. 19 

1 

20. Aston Villa 

16 

1 

‘red oard dcaengradedp yok** 



1. M Reed 

2. G WiBard 

3. S Dunn 

4. P Durkin 

5. D Bieray 

6. U Rennie 

7. G Ashby 

8. G Barber 

9. P Alcock 

=. M Bodenham 

11. G PoD 

12. J Winter 

13. NBany 

14. P Jones 

15. M Riley 

16. K Burge 

17. D Gallagher 

18. A Wilkie- 

19. S Lodge 


Cards issued 
P Yellow Red 


8 33 

9 36 


30 1 

31 0 


10 33 

9 - 28 
8 23 

8 24 

8 23 

9 23 


24 1 

23 0 



-j. Manchester LHd 

2. Leicester 

3. Liverpool 

4 . Blackburn 


8. Newcastle 


=i Wimbledon 

13 . Tottenham 

14. Aston VBla 


1 e. Southampton 

-.West Ham 
id. Everton 

19. Sheffield Wed 

20 . Barnsley 


Clean Fated ]. Attendance 
sheet to aco re 


Average 


2 

c 

9 

C 

r 


Aston Villa 


Blackburn 


Crystal Palace 


Everton 
Leeds Utd. 
Leicester. 


Manchester Utd 
Newcastle 

Sheffield Wed- 
Southampton 
Tottenham"— 
.West Ham' 
Wimbledon 



Aston Villa 

35325 

. 91% 

Barnsley 

18,453 

100% 

Bteckbum 

23,952 / 

76% 

Bolton 

24,003 

96% 

Chelsea . 
Coventry . 

_ 33,002 
18,857 

99% 

‘•80% 

Crystal Palace. 

22,725 

88% 

D«t»y . . • 

24,293 

81% 

Leeda 

Leicester 


87% 

94% 

Uverpod • ; 

36,891 

97% 

Manchester Utd 

55,129 

98% 

Newcastle 

36,708 

100% 

Sheffield Wed 

25,726. 

65% 

Southampton 

15,174 

100% 

.Tottenham 

26,196 

79% 

West Ham 

2AJ977 

96% 

Wimbledon 

■ 17,010 

65% 


Attendance 


Aston Villa 


Bteckbum 


Crystal Palace 


Leicester 


Manchester Utd 
.Newcastle ' 
Sheffield Wed 
Southampton 
Tottenham 
West Ham 
Wimbledon 


29,169 

27.246 
29,791 
28,826 
22,016 

30.247 
27,227 

26,517 

29,125 

28,356 

23,278 

28,222 

30,054 

30,882. 

28,423 

28,773 

31.333 
29,277 
29,358 
27,047 I 


FA Premiership chibs' official websites 


Arsenal •wwjtraanaLca.uk 

Anon Vila wwaw ^ WOiiifl e feaMit 

Barnsley 

www.yor tahfta v ro bxo-utrtoc/BHlHTML 

Btadkbum vnvwjnm&cojuk 

BoBon - wWMboKeriMliuojit 

Ghatoea wwwxt w la Mfc . e o.uk 

Coventry www.cctexo.iA 

C Paten wwwxpfexo.uk 

Darby - 

Everton «srtonfcjnanaywQ(fcLeoni 

LMdfi wwwJu fc. c o. uk 

LaieastBr wwwJdbmuk 

Lherpod — 

Man Utd wwwxkyxo.Mhftpor i aATi anu 

NewcastM wwwxeweasihHJidxojJimulc 

SheffWad ' — 

Southampton www.atoue4*/-3ainta 

Tottenham wwwJvmxo.uk 

West Ham waww.vwatti amu naad.oadk 


TODAY 

gBkHOff SO unless stared ■ denotes ea-tkka 

Pools coupon numeis In brockets 

In Pianerslvp fixtures, t denotes sold out 
otfwn*fce seflfs uvafaWe 

FA Caring PremieraHp 

(1) Aston Via v Coventry. 

(2) Bteckbum v Bo Son. 

(3) DatyvWeslH»n . 

(4) Leads V Everton. 

(5) Leicester v Crystal Palace__ 

(-) t Liverpool v Manchester Utd (1T.1S) . 

(611 Newcastle <r Arsenal. .. 

|7) T Tottenham vChebea. 

Nationwide League 
Firs! division 

H Bury v Middlesbrough... 

■ Crewe v Huddersfield... 

Manchester Ctly v Wriverhampton.. 

Jill Norwich v SteffleW Utd... 

12) Nottingham Forest v Bradford. 

13) Port Vale v Birmingham._. 

14) Portsmouh v Stoke.... 

15) Queens Park Rangers v Sunderland ._. 

l(» Awing vCharlton ..... 

1 7] * Swindon v Oxford Utd.-. 

18) Tranmere v Ipswich . 

ISO WbsI Bromwich v Stockport. 

P W D L F A Pta 

Nottm Forest.. 20 12 5 3 32 16 41 

Mfodasbrough 20 11 6 3 34 17 39 

Short Uld........ 19 10 B 1 29 IB 38 

West Bromwich 20 11 4 5 22 15 37 

Swfxton. 20 10 4 6 36 27 34 

Chariton. . 19 9 5 5 38 28 32 

Stoefoxxi. 20 9 5 6 33 28 32 

Sunderland .... 19 B 6 5 29 21 30 

WoWntranpton 19 B S 6 2* 22 29 

Bradford. 20 7 B 5 IB 19 29 

QPR ■- 20 7 B 7 28 32 2 7 

Pott Veto. 20 7 5 B 2S 25 26 

Stoke..,. 20 7 5 8 24 26 26 

BtervKham..... 20 6 7 7 20 17 25 

Norwich _ 20 6 S 9 18 30 23 

Tranmere. 19 6 3 10 26 28 21 

Man City. SO 5 6 9 23 24 21 

Bury-.. 2D 4 9 7 21 29 21 

Rearing_ 20 5 6 9 19 31 21 

OxfcvdUd 20 5 5 10 23 20 20 

Ipswich.. 19 4 8 7 21 23 20 

Crewe . 20 5 3 12 22 31 18 

HuddereflBid. . 20 4 5 11 18 17 

Portsmouth.... IB 3 5 10 21 30 14 

Third dMrion 

f—)Scaborough> Rochdale.— 

P W O L F A Pta 

Lincobi.. 21 11 7 3 23 18 40 

Peterborough 21 10 9 2 39 19 38 

Notts County. 21 10 8 3 29 21 38 

Borer ..... 21 9 B 4 30 23 35 

Scunthorpe. . 20 9 6 5 28 24 33 

ftathertwn...... 21 8 8 5 34 31 32 

Barrel. 21 9 5 7 31 28 32 

Hantepool ... 21 7 11 3 30 23 32 

Chesw... 21 9 4 8 31 27 31 

Torquay__ 21 8 7 6 31 30 31 

MacdasSeld.... 20 7 9 4 20 20 30 

Scarborough™ 20 B 4 8 31 30 28 

LOtm...-. 21 7 7 7 21 19 2B 

Colchester.. 20 7 8 7 29 2B 27 

Corrifl- 20 5 12 3 20 IB 27 

Shrewsbury.... 20 7 5 8 31 30 26 

Cant) Utd . 21 5 9 7 28 28 24 

Mansfield. 21 6 6 9 20 26 24 

Rochdale.. 20 7 2 11 24 25 23 

Swansea.. 21 6 3 12 22 32 21 

Drellngton. 20 4 8 8 23 30 20 

Hte.. 21 5 4 12 2B 38 19 

Brighton.. 21 3 B 12 15 29 15 

Doncaster. _. 21 1 6 14 14 49 9 

FA Cup 
Second round 

|—) Cambridge Utd v Stevenage ..... 

(—) Gartilfl v Hendon .... ... 

(21) Chettenhsan v Boreham Wood . 

CD) Colchester v Hereford. 

(22) Futham v Southend. 

(3tqGrtnabyvChesierfleW ... 

(23) * Hedneatord v Darlington... 

g lUncotnvEmtay .. 

| * Macclesfield v Walsall .... 

i Northampton v Basingatotaa . .. 

I Oldham v Blackpoor ... 

(26) Peterborough v Dagenham and Red . ... 

(27i Preston v Notts County . 

(2® Rotherham v King's Lynn . 

(29) Scunthorpe v Boston. 

(31) "Torquay v Watford ... . 

(32) VAgan v Yorit. ... 

(—) * Vwsbech v &teto» Rorers —. 

VnuxhaB Corttamnce 

(41) Hate* vStalybridge..P. 

(42) Hayes vTertord . 

(43) Kidderminster v Dover. .. 

(—) Morecambe v Gateshead. 

{—) Nortbwteh v Rushden end Diamonds. 

?44) Southport v Leak . 

(—) Welling vSkxtfi . 

(45) Yeovl v Kettewg . .. 

Beira Scottish League 
Premier division 

(33) Aberdeen v St Johnstone. 

(34) Dundee Uw v Dunfermine . 

f—) Hearts v Mothervrel (2-Cfl .-. 

(35) Kamamoric v Cetec.... 

First division 

(36) Aadite v Dundee .... 

On Falkirk v Partick. .. 

® Ftaith v Greenock Morton.. 

(3» St Wmsn v MamBton .. 

(40) Stirling v Ayr. 

TWrdtSvteon 

(—) Arbroath v East StHing. 


Torments Scottish Cup 
First round 

(—) Cowdenbeath v Montrose . 

t—) East Pie v Stranraer... 

(—) Frasatough v C^da... 

l—) Inverness CTvWhhehU ... 

Auto Windscreens Shield 
Northern section 
Fsst round 

M Shrewsbury v Harttapool.—..... 

Dr Martens League 
Premier division 

1—) Bromsgrove v Attwaone.... 

H I Burton Afaion v Forest Green. 

| Crawtay v Wbrcefiter City.. 

(—) Halesowen v Dorchealor .. 

(4© Merthyr v StUngboume... 

(47) Nuneaton v Cambridge City. 

(48) Rothwel v Bath.. 

149) Salisbury v Ashford ... 

(—) St Usonards v Gtoucaata. 

(—) Tamworth v Hastinga. 

DR MARTENS LEAGUE: Midland dvteorr 
Bedworth v Reddttch; Biaton v Evesham: Bracktay 
Town v Hincktay UW; Corby v Sutton CoWfetd 
Town; Moor Green v BtaiwaB; RC Warwick v 
SoBvil Boro; Rsunds T v Grantham Shepshed □ v 
Paget Ffc VS Rugby v Stourbridge. Southern 
(Mon: Beshley v Newport loW Chelmsford v 
Newport AFC; unoortord v F uiu ham ; Ertn end 
Belvedere v Ctovedon; Fisher London v Baktock; 


v Wateriocnhlte: Weston-super-Mare y Havant; 
Weymouth v Mugste; Witney v Fteat T; Veto v 
Dartord 

RVMAN LEAGUE: Premier division: Dulwich v 
CarahaMon; Enfield v lOngstonten; Heybrtdge v 
Walton and Herehenr. Oxford Oty v Bishop's 
Shatter d; Rjrfteet v Aytesbuy; Sutton United v 
Harrow; Yearing v Httchin Hrat dnbkm: 
Abingdon Town v Stem* Aldershot Town v 
Worthing; Barton Rovere vTheme Uld: BBericay v 
BaWaneted: Bogrtcr Rb^b v Maidenhead-. 
Chensey v Leatherhsad; Croydon v Greys; 
Hampton v Molesey; Loyten PBnnert v 
WdWngham: UXbndn v Rorreord: Whyteteate v 
Wtemtfey. Second dlvfsion: Brertree v Barteng; 
Edgwere v Windsor andEton; Egham v Bracknw;. 
Horsham v ChaHont St Peter Hungerterd v 
Wbenhoe; Leighton Tovrti v WeakfetonorUartow v 
Bedford T; Northwood V ChMhmL TBxiry v Met 
Potea; Tooting and Mteham v Convey Island. 
Whham v Banstead. Third dMaion: Avetey v. 
Souths* Cambertey Town v East Thunodo 
Ctapton v Flaekwel Heattc Croydon v Hariow; H 
Hempstead v Dortdncr. Hornchurch v Corirafwn-- 
Casuals: Lewes v Epsom end Tring v 
rangsbuy; Ware v Ford Utd; VIAngaie and Ftecniey 




UMBOf® LEAGUE: Premter dhMon: Altnneham 
; Banow v Leigh RM; Hyth Spartans v 


Boston: 

Accrington 
Marina v Lancaster 
Altreorr. Spenrymoor v Wnstaid. 

Ashton United v Mattock Town; Bradford Pk Ave v 
Droytsden; Buxton v Whitley Bay; Eastwood Town 
v WBridngton: Great Hanwcd v 
Grama V Fareley Celtic: Lincoln Untied v 
Netherflefo v Ffctton; Traflonj v Beipar Town: 
Atoaxi v Harrogate Town; Worksop V Congtemn. 
LEAGUE OF WALES: Caernarfon v Aberystwyth 
(2.0); Comeh's Quay v Cannarthen Town (230}; 
Bfew Vale v Rrt Town <230): Havertoidwst v 

Cemaas Yrws Mon (2J0j; War Cable-Tet v Bwg» 

Oty (20J: Iwwowi v Conwy 1230). Porthmadogv 
Caerews (230); Rhayader Ttwn v Rhyl (2J01: TNS. 


v Barry (2.30); Welshpool v Cwmbran (230). 
SWBBNOFF WISH LEAGUE: Premter dhteiOCV 
Ante v Batymena; Gbraoran v Crusaders: Unfleld 
v Gtenovon: Onwgh v Coteraha: Portadown v 
Clitonvfe. Hrst dnMon: Bafiyctare v CamCfc- 
Dtstttery v Bangor CLngarmon Swflts v Newiy: 
Lame v Unsvaay Utd. 

FAJ HARP LAGER NATIONAL LEAGUE: Premier 
division; Kttonny v UCD (730) 

HIGHLAND LEAGUE: 0£*n v Ctechnacuddix 
Forres Mochereca v Dowerorwaie'. Fon Wtham v 
Nairn County; Huntly v Brora: Keith v Cm®. 
Peterhead v BucJue ThsSe: Romes v wvai 
Academy 

ARNOTT INSURANCE NORTH LEAGUE; Fast 
dMsion: BJLnghem Town v Penrsh. Consalt v 
StodJorr. Durham v BadSngton Terriers; Easmgton 
cwm v Dunston Federation. Northallerton v Crook. 
Seeham Red Stef v Uurtorr Shfldon v Btongham: 
South Shaekte v Gufcborou^r. Tow Law v Mtepeth. 
FA PREMIER YOUTH LEAGUE: Arsend v 
Wimbledon (tOAS); Cheteea v West Ham (10 45): 
Crystal Palace v Tottenham (ti.fl); Derby v 
Sundertana (11 30); Leeds v Sheffield Vltednwtey 
111.0): MUdtesbrough v BamefeyJUT)}. Nonmg- 


TOMORROW 

FA Caring Premiership 

Wimbtedon v Southampton (4 0) . 

FA Cup 
Second romd 

Bournemouth v Bristol City (1.0). 

Beil's Scottish League 
Premier dMsion 

Rangers v Hfoemien . 

FAJ HARP LAGER NATIONAL LEAGUE: Premier 
cflvtelarK Derry vCorfc (20) 

FA WOMEN'S PREMIER LEAGUE: National 
dMsion: Croydon v Doncaster (at Croydon FC. 
20). Uvarpool v Arsenal (a Klrtoy Sports Centre, 
12 0); Wembley v Trarenere (« Hanwefl Town FC. 
1 .«. ; 
FA WOMEN'S LEAGUE Northern dMskwv 
BJcoow* Town v Sheffield Wednesday: Hudders¬ 
field v Arnold. Southern dhMon: fttfhden and 
Osmonds v SouthBnBton Sans. Wimbtedon v 

WNtehawk. 



TELEVISION: Today; BBC1; Foot** 
Focus, from 1220pm: Match at the Day. 


Day (repeal), bom 7am Channel 4: 
FfxdtxS ttab AC fiAan v Bari (WeL from 
1.10pm. Sky Sporte 1: Prem&stvp. 
Vrirrttradon v Soitfiampton flrvB). ton 
3pm; Spanish leegue. tel Sodedad v 
Valurcfc ffiva), tram 63 Cfom; FA Cup 
second round hthfirids, ton BJOprn. 
RADIO: Today, BBC Baric S Uw 
Commentary on Liverpool v Manchester 
Unted in Sport on Be, ton 11am tend 
other Premiership matches) Tomorrow: 
BBC Radio S Lhrec CommarVary on 
wmbteocn v-Seuteamptori and Rangers v 
Hbeanian In Sunday Span, kern 1pm 
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RUGBY UNION 


Dixon demands 
lion-hearted 
display from Scots 


FOR Ian McGeechan and Jim 
Teller, the British Isles tour to 
South Africa must seem an 
eternity ago. Six months ago 
they were the architects of the 
British lions' success in plot¬ 
ting one of the great sporting 
upsets. Today their opponents 
are again the Springboks, but 
the environment and the chall¬ 
enge is radically different, as 
must be their expectations for 
Scotland as they prepare to 
meet the world champions at 
Murrayfield. 

McGeechan and Telfer are 
now an integral parr of the 
Scotland set-up. lending their 
considerable experience and 
suppon to Richie Dixon, the 
coach.' and his assistant. 
David Johnston. But even they 
cannot make gold out of lead. 
In South Africa they had the 
cream of the British Isles with 
which to work and mould into 
a series-winning side: now the 
resources at their disposal are 
considerably slimmer, indeed 
threadbare after a spate of 
injuries. 

Stewart Campbell has a 
knee injury, but the odds are 
that he will be fit. If not. Stuart 
Grimes, of Watsonians. will 
come in. The facr rftar Tom 
Smith. Doddie Weir and Alan 


By Mark Squster 

Tail could not even be consid¬ 
ered and Grant McKelvey, the 
hooker, "■as a late withdrawal 
only reinforces the magnitude 
of the task facing Scotland. 
Gordon Bulloch, the 21-year- 
old Glasgow' captain, replaces 
McKelvey and wins his first 
cap after touring the republic 
in the summer. “I have seen 
what South African rugby is 
like, but this is a vast step up,” 
he said. 

If nothing else Dixon, and 
an increasingly disillusioned 
public, musr hope that the 
spineless performance against 
Australia a fortnight ago is not 
repeated. That earned the 
team unflattering headlines 
such as "Shower of Scotland”. 

"It is going to take a 
tremendous improvement in 
the blood and guts depart¬ 
ment." Dixon said yestenJay. 
“The first thing is we have to 
show commitment. These 
guvs [Scotland] have been on 
the floor, but they are now in 
the right frame of mind and 
know their respondbilities. 
We are giving away a lot in 
weight, but if Scotland get 
everything right we will have 
a chance — but it will have to 
be everything." 

It could be argued that the 




^SC OTLAND . 

j R JS Sh epherd! Melrose)_ 

j C AJoln ar 1 Leice ster-_ 

|A6 .Stan g er(Hawick! . .. .... 4 

\ C M C halmers ( Melro se!_ 

' DA St ark (GLasgp wHawks) . ._. 

■ g R-XTownseod (North ampton!-. 

‘AD Meal(BatbL_. _=. 

* DI W HMton ( Bath) - .... . 

; fi C Bullo ch (West of Scotland!. 
j MJS te wart (Northa mpton) 
a SJ Camphe flf Dundee-HSFPt.. . 

j sMunav i Bedford) . 

i RI Wa tnwrigbt ( Dundee HSFPT. 

\ IR Smith-(M oseley) .-... 

j E WPetera ( Bath). 


. -SOUTH AFRICA . - ~ - 

1S_P C Montgomery |W Provi n ce)- [ 
]iA_i TSmall (West e rn Provinc e) - - • 

JU A H S nyman (N. Transvaal)- ] 

12 p J Muir (W estern P r ovince! _ . j 
. .l l.R W&RoBSOuwflVes tem Jfrov)- j 

jj p 1H de Bee n Free State) - j 

_ 9_W Swanepoe) (Free St ate)- \ 

1 J P d u Randt(FreeState) - j 

2 -IDatton (Gauteng)-- 1 

3 A C Banw y.(N atal).. j 

4 K Otto (Northern Tta r svaall — \ 

. 5 MG Andrews (Natali-- i 

e l Erasmus (Free Statel -. J 

...7 A-G Winter (FreeS ta te). - j 

8 .RHTelelun an ntNatal)*..—. I 


__ ' 


j REPLACEMENTS: 16 K M Logan 
:(Waspsi. 17 D W Hodge (Watsonians). 
{18 G Armstrong (Newcastle). 19 P 
’Watton (Newcastle). 20 G Graham 
: (Newcastle). 21J A Hay (Hawick) 


REPLACEMENTS: 16 J Swart (W Prav- 
fnceL 17 P F Smith (Grtqualand West). 
18 D van Zyl (Mpumalanga). 19 A O 
Aitken (W Province). 20 W Meyer (Free 
State). 21A E Drotske (Free State) 


Lions* success perversely did 
South Africa a favour. It kick- 
started their renaissance 
under Nick Mallerr. the new 
coach, and their form in 
beating France and England 
has been eye-opening. 

While New Zealand have 
been the focus of attention. 
South Africa have quietly gone 
about their business and dem¬ 
onstrated a whole new ap¬ 
proach — one that suggests 
that they, and they alone, 
could run the All Blacks 
dose. 

Having beaten England 
comprehensively, and even 
without the injured Henry 
Honiball. who is replaced by 
Jannie de Beer at fly half, the 
pressure on South Africa has 
eased. Like New Zealand, the 
Springboks want to make a 
statement here and end their 
year on a high. 

In Edinburgh they have 
appeared relaxed and confi¬ 
dent and talk warmly of the 
difference that Mailed and his 
style of man-management has 
made. “It is a breath of fresh 
air." Gary Teichmann, the 
caprain has said. They do not 
underestimate Scotland who 
have something to prove: bur 
now that the shackles have 
been removed they know' they 
have the all-round ability to 
run the Scots ragged. 

In 1994. the last rime that 
they played at Murrayfield, 
South Africa did just that, 
winning 34-10. Joost ran der 
Westhuizen. who is injured, 
scored two of their five tries 
that day. Should James Small 
emulate Van der Westhuizen*s 
achievement this afternoon, he 
will overtake Dartie Gerber as 
his country’s leading try- 
scorer. 

Teifer accepts that Scotland, 
realistically, do not have a 
prayer. “They have reaaed 
very well to what happened in 
the summer. They have 
changed their game plan and 
are far more expansive,” he 
said. “Mallett has given them 
their head. Bearing them will 
be the greatest achievement 
we have ever had.” 



The haka, performed by the AH Blades since 1905, has become a symbol of pride and manhood.-Photograph: Simon Bruty/Allsport 


M aybe if the All Blacks 
adopted ceremonial dress 
for the haka, as first per¬ 
formed by the all-Maori touring team 
of 18SS, they could silence a chorus of 
Swing Low at Twickenham today. 
Imagine too, the beetle-browed Rich¬ 
ard Cockerili attempting to stare 
down a strutting Norm Hewitt, 
resplendent in ostrich-feather cape 
and tasselled cap. 

The caps were doffed as the players 
jumped at the end of the haka, to 
which CockerilL presumably, would 
stamp on the dandy headgear. It 
would be a fascinating preliminary. 
As it is, Cockerili and England's 
response (the hokey-cokey, perhaps) 
is as eagerly awaited as the 80 
minutes that will follow New Zea¬ 
land's call to arms. 

Was respect for the haka, which 
Jim Fleming, the referee, intends to 
insist upon, really broken at Old 
Trafford a fortnight ago? Cockerill’s 
eyeballing challenge offended John 
Hart the All Blades* coach, but not 
everyone in New Zealand shared his 
sense of indignity. As much as tradi¬ 
tion is bound up by the haka. it is 
plain that psychological foreplay has 
transcended cultural showmanship. 

The All Blacks originally per¬ 
formed the haka — it means “a 
dance” — as a non-bellicose, pre¬ 
match diversion for the crowds. All 
that changed during the first World 
Cup in Australasia in 1987. won by 
New Zealand, when the haka became 
a potent symbol of national pride and 
manhood, which Wayne Shelford. a 


Song and dance 
deserves respect 

Christopher Irvine looks at the history of the haka, 
a Maori ritual from 1820 adopted by the All Blacks 


subsequent captain, exploited to gee 
up the side. 

Hika Reid the last Maori All 
Blacks hooker before Hewitt, said: 
“There was a sense of putting on a 
show, but f found the haka a great 
way to get psyched up. It appealed to 
my traditions. The trouble before 1967 
was that the Pakehas [Europeans] 
simply went through the motions. 
Some didn’t even know the words. It 
didn't have much meaning.” 

. Until he saw Sheifbrd performing 


the haka. Va’aiga Tuigamala, whose 
tongue-flicking, eyeball-popping per¬ 
formances became synonymous with 
the rituaL had not taken much notice. 
“1 looked at him [Shelford] and 
thought. There’s a warrior who’s 
really proud of his country*.” 
Tuigamala said. “The haka gives all 
New Zealanders an identity and is a 
challenge to the opposition. 1 try to do 
it well to let people know how 1 fed 
about my country. It unites all our 
different cultures.” 


THE HAKA EXPLAINED 


Ka morel Ka mate! Ka ora! Ka ora! 

[It is death! It is death! It is life! It is life! 

Ka mate! Ka mate! Ka ora! Ka Ora! 

Tenei te tangata puhuruhuru 
Behold the brave man 
Nana nei i te tiki mai whakawhiti te ra 
Who has caused the sun id shine again 
Aue upane! AueJcaupane! Upane! Kaupane! Whiti te ra! 
Up the ladder! Up and up! Into the light of the sun»l _ 


No Afl Black, past or present. wffl 
say that it is used to try to intimidate 
the opposition. “Some {flayers might 
find it intimidating, but that was not 
my intention,” Tuigamala said. That 
however, was clearly the purpose of 
Maori troops who purportedly went 
into a haka routine before hand-to- 
hand fighting in the desert ram- 
paigns of the Second World War. 

Not that any warlike tones are 
attached to the “Ka mate” haka as 
performed by the All Blacks since 
1905. It is common Maori practice to 
adapt existing haka and the version 
today Is only a portion of a long chant 
attributed in 1820 toTe Rauparaha. a 
warrior chief. He escaped his ene¬ 
mies by being hidden in a kumara 
(sweet potato) storage pit, while a 
local chief and his wife created a 
diversion, fallowed by Te Raupa- 
raha's getaway by primitive ladder 
and an exultant cry of freedom. 

I t is a dance of triumph and 
exultation. Cockerili might have 
overstepped physical boundaries 
by going nose-to-nose with Hewitt, 
but if foe haka is designed as a 
challenge, then foe England hooker 
took it literally, at face value. As Reid 
remarked, there are few greater 
offences than ignoring the haka. 
David Campese, foe former Australia 
wing, did it once and no self- 
respecting New Zealander will for¬ 
give him. 

, Engfop’ 1 would probably be ad¬ 
vised to avoid any confrontation. Are 
you listening Mr Cockerili? 





m » 
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St Mary’s prepare 
to be hailed again 

From Karl Johnston in dobun 


IT IS far too early to predict 
that the meeting this afternoon 
of the south Dublin suburban 
neighbours. Terenure College 
and St Mary’s College, at 
Lakelands Park will deride the 
destiny of the AIB League title, 
but it appears an interesting 
rete-d-tite. 

Last season, Terenure fin¬ 
ished third in the first division, 
behind Lansdcrwne and the 
winners. Shannon, while St 
Maty’s were a point behind. 
Both clubs have begun this 
term with victories. St Mary’s 
with a facile one over 
Blackrock College, and 
Terenure with a less emphatic 
success against Cork Constitu¬ 
tion. Terenure and 
Lansdowne, soon to meet in 
the Kitty O’Shea Leinster 
championship final, can lay 
churn to be the Dublin 
favourites for league honours, 
but the smart money seems to 
be on St Mary’s, even though 
Shannon do not appear nota¬ 
bly worried. 

The St Mary's star has been 
rising because of its rising 
stars. Last season, the club's 
only international players 
were Denis Hiclde and Victor 
Costello, the latter returning 
after a less Than auspicious 
run with London Irish. Now, 


that pair have been augment¬ 
ed by three new Ireland play¬ 
ers — Kevin Nowlan, the foil 
back. Conor McGuinness. the 
scrum half, and John 
McWeeney, foe left wing. 
True. McWeeney was demot¬ 
ed after his debut against the 
AJi Blacks three weeks ago. 
but Nowlan, with two. 
McGuinness and Costello all 
scored tries in the defeat of 
Canada last Sunday. 

By contrast, Terenure have 
a paucity of household names, 
their sole international being 
foe former Ireland full back. 
Ciaran Clarke, although 
David Coleman, the right 
wing, toured New Zealand 
with foe development squad 
last summer. But they have 
some useful forwards, among 
them James Blaney. foe hook¬ 
er. and Peter Bruce, 'the tight 
head, who featured with Lein¬ 
ster on a few occasions earlier 
this season. 

Lansdowne. the other Lein¬ 
ster front-runners, are away to 
Blackrock today, while 
Ballymena should pick up 
another two points from their 
visit to Old Belvedere at 
Anglesea Road. Dungannon 
could do likewise in their 
home match against Cork 
Constitution. 


Racecourse Ground to stage 1999 World Cup game 


' By Our Sports Staff 

WREXHAM has been awarded one of the 
group games in foe 1999 World Cup after 
successfully hosting this season's international 
between Wales and Romania. The Welsh 
Rugby Union (WRU) confirmed yesterday that 
Wrexham Football Club’s Racecourse Ground 
and Stradey Park. Llanelli would be foe two 
additional venues in Wales’s qualifying pool. 

A capacity 12,000 crowd saw Wales rattle up 


70 points against Romania in August Teny 
Cobner, the WRU director of rugby, said: “We 
have been in touch with foe local council at 
Wrexham, and are hopeful that building work 
will be completed in time to allow an increased 
capacity of 25.000.” 

Wales will play their fixtures at foe £120 mil¬ 
lion Millennium Stadium, which is under 
construction on foe former Cardiff Arms Park 
rite. 

The WRU also confirmed that Twickenham 


is being considered as a possible location for 
this season's Welsh Cup final. Lasi season's 
final between Cardiff and Swansea was foe last 
game staged at Cardiff Arms Park before 
demolition work began. 

Meanwhile, Cardiff and the Welsh Rugby 
Union are poised to settle their differences and 
finalise a ten-year loyalty agreement next week- 
The Arms Park dub are foe only side from the 
eight-strong Welsh premier division not to have 
signed a formal contract with foe WRU. 


“We have made considerable progress in 
recent weeks in our negotiations, and there are 
now tmly one or two unresolved points." 
Glanmor Griffiths, the WRU chairman, said. 

Once Cardiff reach arrangement, they will be 
paid around £220.000 in back payments from 
foe union. # 

□ The England A and Combined Services 
winger, Brian Johnson, who scored 27 tries for 
Newbury last season, is joining Gloucester on a 
month’s loan with a view to a permanent move. 


THE TIMES WORLD RUGBY UNION TABLE 

Paints 




P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

% 

1 

New Zealand.... 

- 20 

24 

0 

2 

1075 

444 

9a 30 

2 

South Africa...... 

.. 28 

18 

0 

10 

923 

601 

64J59 


Franca.. 

-28 

18 

0 

10 

841 

602 

6429 

4 

England. 

.. 18 

10 

1 

7 

434 

328 

5833 

5 

Australia —- 

.. 25 

14 

1 

10 

681 

562 

58.00 

6 

Wales. 

.. 24 

11 

0 

13 

591 

640 

45.83 

7 

Argenhna-. 

„ 19 

B 

1 

10 

503 

638 

44.74 

8 

Scotland. 

.. 14 

5 

1 

8 

264 

387 

3929 

9 

Ireland--- 

„ 15 

5 

0 

10 

305 

446 

33.33 

10 

Italy—. 

.. 16 

4 

1 

11 

404 

561 

38.13 


based ooatUuU miemauonak played since the World Cup (June 1995) 
RECORD AGAINST 1995 WORLD CUP TOP FOUR 


f 

New Zealand 

. JO 

a 

0 

2 

29 

24 

SOjOO 

2 

South Atoca 

13 

7 

0 

6 

40 

2)3 

53 85 

3 

France 

8 

3 

0 

5 

11 

20 

37 50 

4 

Auanala. 

14 

5 

0 

9 

31 

40 

35.77 

5 

Scotland 

. .. 6 

1 

0 

5 

10 

23 

1667 

* 

Haty. 

7 

1 

0 

6 

14 

40 

1429 


Wales ... . 


1. 

0 

6 

12 

26 

14 29 

8 

Argentina 

. _ 11 

1 

0 

10 

20 

65 

9.10 

S 

England. 

.5 

0 

0 

5 

4 

12 

0.00 


Ireland . ... 

... .5 

0 

0 

5 

3. 

25 

000 


To nature.... 
Rw natfcra. 


1 South Africa.. 

2 Australia. 

3 New Zealand 


TRI NATIONS v FIVE NATIONS 

P W o L 

26 23 1 1 

.25 1 1 23 

Country-fay-eountry 
P W D L 

. 6 8 0 0 

IQ 9 1 0 

7 0 0 1 


Points 

F A % 

842 370 64 00 

370 842 6 00 

F A % 

2S3 122 100 00 

309 141 95 00 

280 107 B5 71 


TIMES RUGBY UNION STATISTICS 



P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

* 

1 France ___ 

8 

1 

0 

7 

134 

230 

12.50 

2 England_ . 

...5 

0 

1 

4 

54 

11B 

1000 

3 Ireland... ... 

. ...2 

0 

0 

2 

27 

85 

000 

Scotland__ 

... 4 

0 

0 

4 

70 

164 

000 

Wales. 

6 

0 

0 

6 

86 

245 

000 


based on matches between the Flue natfcns (England. Rant*. Ireland. Scotland. Wales) and 
me Tri nations \Ausnaha. New Zeeland. South Attica) since the teV Worid Cup; J7cf tfro2S 
matches tare Cieen played m the northern harrWphere Average match score is. Tri nations 
34 Fhe nations 15 

• TOP INTERNATIONAL POINTS-SCORERS (present pteyars) 


Tries 

Con 

Pen 

DG 

Caps 

Pt* 

-6 

68 

126 

3 

52 

552 

-.._ 6 

32 

89 

2 

43 

367 

. S 

66 

56 

6 

21 

343 

— 

15 

48 

2 

21 

180 

. '33 

— 

— 

— 

71 

157 

... *32 

— 

— 

— 

60 

151 

5 

31 

20 

— 

7 

147 

_1 . 

36 

22 

— 

22 

143 

.. 5 

10 

24 

9 

S3 

140 

.. . — 

6 

35 

4 

9 

133 


2 T Lacroix (Franca) 

3 A Mehrtars (New Zealand) 

4 E Bwood (Ii eland)-- 

5 1 Evans (Wales) 


9 C Chatmera rScottarvl) . .. 5 10 24 9 S 

10 P Grayson (England) ..— 6 35 4 

* includes tries scored batons 1992 wrtch were worth tour points 

TRIES PST INTERNATIONAL MATCH 


■ Career Trie* Mate 

1 C CuSen (New Zealand) __ 1996-97 21 

2 I Sn*h (ScoOandi - J834J3 24 

3 J Wfcon (NewZealand) . .....1993-97 24 

4 D Campese (Australia)_ v --- 1982-96 64 1 

5 C Darrouy (France)-- 1957-67 23 

R Underwood (England) .. . 1984-96 49 

7 J Kkwan (New Zealand) . 1964-85 . 35 

8 A Stanger (ScnBand) . 1989-97 22 

9 I Evans (Watesi.. 1987-97 33 

10 P Saafl Andre iFrance).199M7 32 

11 G Edwards (Wates) . . .... 1987-76 20 

12 S Blanco (France) --.... 1980-flt 38 9 

[prayers who have soared ar least 20 mtemaOonal toss) 


Trie* Matches Per match 


England v New Zealand 

P E won NZ wan 
In England ... 13 3 10 

In New Zealand _. 5 1 4 

Neutral . .1 0 ,1 

Total.. . 19 4 15 

HEAD-TO-HEAD TODAY 
England . N Zealand 

206 Capa 488 

70*136 Bac ta/ taw a da 216/272 

13 Tries 150 

5® Backaflorwards 103/47 

266 Average age 275 

24 7/265 Bacta/ferwards 25S/28S 

128st 2b Pack weight 1336t2fl> 
TRY-SCORERS: England: 4: De Glanvite: 
3: DaMagSo: Z HB.- 1: Back Bracken. 
Johnson. Leonard Now Zealand: 24: 
VWson. 21: CUJen; 20: Bonce; 17: Z 
Brooke; 14; Lenu: 11; MarehaS; 9: 
Kionleld; & Jones. Littla; S; Mehrtens: 4: R 
Brooke. Brawn. RandeK; 1: ABan. (Only 
Hewtl ha* not scored an Ma n alio na] try.) 

. MATCH-BY-MATCH 
Year Venue Winners Score 

1905 Crystal Pataca NZeaftnd lfrO- 
1825 TVrcfcertnm NZerfand 17-11 
1936 Twidcertam Ergiand 13-0 
1954 Twickenham N Zealand 5-0 

1963 Auddand N Zealand 21-n 
Chnstcfimh NZrretfand 9-6 

1964 Twickenham. N Zealand 14-0 
1967 Twickenham N Zealand 23-11 
1973 Twickenham N Zealand 9-Q 

fiuddand England 16-10 

1978 Twidwrtiam N Zealand 16-6 

1979 Twickenham N Zealand 10-9 


1983 Tmoenhan 
1935 anSSfw* 
Weflmgtorr 
1991 Treckeriharo 
1993 TwicMrtwrr 
1995 CapeTowi 
1997 OWTrated 


Most poMs n e match: England 12 j 
CaUard (1993) New Zealand: 20: J Loobj 
( 1995) MoaMrias: England; 2 R Undo- 
wood and W Caring (1995). NewZretondt 
4: D McGregor (1905), J Lomu f1995) 


Enoiand ' 15-9 
N Zealand - 18-13 
NZbatand 42-15 
N Zealand- 18-13 
EnjSand . 15-9 
NZeaterf- 4S-2B 
NZeaM , -2S-S 


Scotland v South Africa' ’ 

P S won SA won 
In Scotland . . 3 3 5 . 

In Smrfh Africa... 1 0 t v. 


MATCH-BY-MATCH r" 

Year Venue Winners Score 

1906 Glasgow Scotland frQ 

1912 Inverieim SAfrica . --.HfcO- 

1932 Murrayfield SAfrica .-‘6-3 

1951 Murrayfield S Africa . 444) 

1960 PDnQlzatwffi S Africa ‘38-10 

1961 Murrayfield 5 Africa 13-5 

1965 Murrayfield Scotland ■ 8-5 

1969 Murrayfretd Scotland . M 

1994 Murrayfield 3 Africa ■ 34-W 

Mosf points in a match: Scotland: T. A 
Smrth (1960) South Africa: 14: SGeftn . 
(1951). Most tries: S cn ttand nobody has 
scared more than one South Africa: 2 J 
Stegmann 11912). C Koch (1951). Oven Zyl 
(i960). J vaniterVVesifarta3n(JSi9fl -'-. - 

■ Comprted by Stephen McCoiwaCk- 
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ByjDavlo Hands 

RUGBY CORRESPONDENT 

air of youihftdiaptimism 
“a* rose with CKve Wood-i 
ward’s first selection as Eng¬ 
land coach — was it only a 
nwifl h ago? — has beentem- 
pered by the cold blast of 
reali^. Today at Twkdcehliani, 
™gland draw their auhinm 
series of mtematicaj: 
die southera-hemigt 

to a. dose in the L^wteugc 
®dy‘the nxisi sunprane 
optinjist would back them to 
beat New Zealand. - 
“Pm disappointed that we 
haven’t collected one win from 
this series so far, but I'm 
puttmg my style on toe finer 

Woodward said. “I want to get 

to the World Cup in 1999 with 
a team that the whole of 
England genuinely feds can■’ 
win die tournament. I have a 
Playing philosophy and ! wffl 
go into the .five nations* next' 


grand finale 




CockeriH the E ng l a n d hooker, relaxes daring training at'Twickenham. Photograph: Stefan Rousseau 


ENGLAND’S 
Autumn 
Challenge 

year even more.focused on 
keeping the ball in band and 
trying to score tries. 

“In the last ten years, Eng¬ 
land have been bottom of the 
league at scoring tries and Im 
determined to change that. It's 
not easy to turn mat round 
overnight and the biggest part 
of it is getting numbers one to. 
eight to buy into it to under¬ 
stand what I’m trying to da 
We're not going to beal the AD 
Blacks by pummelling them 
in the scr ums and lineauts, 
even though if we play that 
way we might beat.Scotland, 
Ireland and Wales and, some¬ 
times, France. 

“Regardless of the results, 
the last month has been bril¬ 
liant because it has given me a 
dear understanding of whane 
we are." 

Already, .Woodward, has a 
complete accord wifit his cap 1 - 
tain, Lawrence DaUagHo, on 


freeway forward and a team, 

. half qf them under 25, .wfap 
seek to prove themselves.m the 
highest cocupany. He has also 
been encouraged ; by The re- 
: sponse of older players to 
disappointment . — Tim 
Rodber, out wifocanoission, 
and Mark RegaiL who nearly 
forced his way back in at 
hooker with a storming-game 
.for England A against the All 
Blacks on Tuesday. ... 

However, with the best will 
in the world, it is hard to see" 
the Royal .and SunADiance 
international at Twickenham 
as more than a holding opera¬ 
tion for England , despite die 
positive dements of toe first 
game between the countries at 
OM Trafford a fortnightaga, 
when. New Zealand won S-S. ~ 
They should iiot be .over¬ 
whelmed at toe setpieces/but 
there. is a general acknow¬ 
ledgement among toe coach¬ 
ing fraternity torn individual 
skills, linger behind those of 
their opponents. 

■ It is not only the application 
of those skills, but where to 
apply them. New Zealanders 


have an instinctive feel for the 
' game and how it will develop, 
whereas too much play m 
England appears to be by 
numbers. Hence toe appear¬ 
ance of the twoi All Blades 
lodes, Ian Jones and Robin 


Brooke, at Old Trafford in the 
movements that led to first- 
half tries, the first scored by 
Jones himself 
It is a remarkable statistic 
that every member of this New 
Zealand team has scored an 


TODAY’S TEAMS AT TWICKENHAM 
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international try, with one 
exception: Norman Hewitt, 
the bald barrel of a hooker 
limited by Sean Fitzpatrick’s 
longevity to only seven- ap¬ 
pearances, several as a re¬ 
placement You would not bet 
against him putting that right 
this afternoon, either. 

The All Blacks believe that 
they failed to do themselves 
justice in Manchester, per¬ 
haps thrown fay toe dout 
suffered after only six minutes 
by Justin Marshall their cap¬ 
tain, which cost Martin John¬ 
son, of England, a one-match 
suspension. Yet there has been 
an undaunted quality to the 
English displays throughout 
this tour: only at Huddersfield 
were Emerging England over¬ 
whelmed by the All Blacks 
and Marshall, for one, con¬ 
cedes dial they can derive 
encouragement from the 
events of the past three weeks. 
“They realise that they can 
take toe game to us and we 
knew they would play well in 
the first test," the scrum half 
said. “England put pressure 
an us, a lot mare than the Irish 


did, though last week’s game 
against Wales was much 
better." 

Against opponents of the 
highest quality, however, Eng¬ 
land have still to cultivate the 
knack of turning pressure into 
points and John Hart, toe 
New Zealand coach, contends 
that they will not do so until' 
they establish a playing phi¬ 
losophy between coaches and 
referees. “2 think there is some 
confusion in the English 

r te," Hart said, “not only in 
structure, but in toe way 
they are playing toe game. 

“Attitudes are driven by 
coaches and it's crucial to have 
a more cohesive coaching 
programme: The other key 
issue is consistency of referee¬ 
ing. You cant have a philoso¬ 
phy towards the game until 
you have that consistency. 
One of the reasons southern- 
hemisphere rugby is going so 
well is because there is total 
cohesion between coaches and 
referees." Hart has winced at 
some of the re fe reeing that he 
has seen on this tour, when the 
game's most important law, 
that of advantage, has been 
disregarded. 

Today, northern-hemi¬ 
sphere officials take charge, 
Jim Fleming at Twickenham 
and Patrick Thomas, of 
France, at Murrayfield. Flem¬ 
ing. the highlj^experienced 
Scottish official, will have been 
interested to hear the sugges¬ 
tion made yesterday by Roger 
Utlley, the England manager, 
that “every time we get the ball 
in their 22, toe whistle goes, 
giving'us a penalty. Southern- 
hemisphere countries are 
happy to concede penalties 
rather than letting us have the 
hall fr omm a ruck or a maul, 
because we could score a try 
from that position." 

Such criticism will be meat 
and drink to Hart, who is 
delighted that, after the hard¬ 
est of years, his players retain 
a freshness and enthusiasm 
that bodes ill for England. 
They have toe motivation: an 
unbeaten record, not only for 
the tour but for the yean a 
farewell to arms fix’ Zinzan 
Brooke (“I wonder if there has 
been another player ever with 
quite his skill set," Hart said) 
and a tribute to Fitzpatrick, the 
injured captain, who must 
watch from the stands. On a 
frosty day. New Zealand seem 
set to light the fire. 


David Hand? charts the course of an outstanding All Black career that spans ten years and three World Cups 



urray Brooke : 
was always 
going to be dif . ' 

— _. rent, from the 

day when, as one off a dass-'of 
five-yearolds, . several, of 
whom were named Murray, ' 
he put up hjs hand in answer 
to tfw teacher's suggestion that * 
some of those present should "• ; 
change their name. Young ; 
Brooke opted fix; the corrup¬ 
tion of his grandmother's 
maiden name, Zxmana and 
added his birtodate — 1 Bt 
Valentine's Day/- 

Today at- -Twickenham; 
Zinzan Valentine Brooke wiH 
run out for toe hundredth and : , 
last time in the AD Black strip. 
The 73,000 gathered toere: 
should make the most of it. for 
this is one of the most talented 
footballers of his generation — 
not the most capped, even 
though 5S international in tite 
past ten years speak for thefn- 
sdves, but one of the-most 
flamboyant and unpredictable 
of players. 

It has beat Brooked cross 
that his skills are such that 
few, if any, coaches have been - 
able to slip him into a conve¬ 
nient pigeonhole: he has 
played in all three back-row ; 
positions but rally in the past.. 
three years, remarkable; 
though it. now seems, b as’.he ; 
become a permanent .fixture.- 
To be fair to toe New Zealand 
selectors, they have been able 
to choose from a rich crop-cf _ 
loose forwards. Brooke grew 
up during the era of Wayne 

Shelford and. as a No 8, had to 
stand comparison with toe. 
great man. "• • -. 

He was also part of the 
revisionist generation that de^ 
manded change from toe I99J 
Ail Blacks who losr the World - 




signs off 


Cup, part of toe successful 


ed somuch jealousy-elsewhere 
la toe country that he had to 
convince a sceptical Laurie 
Mains (from , Otago in the 
South’ Island) that Mains 
toould pick him for the 1995 
Worfid Cup. ‘ " ' .! 

; Yet faie has become, an icon. 
The new, liberated laws of the 
last two years were tailor- 
made for Brooke’s foose- 
fimbed athleticism, for his 
vision and multi-faceted skills. 
Ask. Eric Miller, of Ireland and 
toe British Isles, which player 
beholds in the highest regard 
and the answb - is Brooke, toe 
No 8 who not only scores tries 
but drops goals in internation¬ 
als — as , England,- South 
Africa* and. * last' Saturday, 
-Wales wiH tell you. '■ 

? ~ B rooke, bam in Waiukn, to 
the south of Auckland, grew 
up cm his parents* farm in 

Walkworth . the fourth of six 

children of whom- five were 
boys. Marty, his older brother, 
-reached All Black trials. Rob¬ 
in, the younger, has played 43 
' times ' in the New Zeala n d 
second row it was on the farm 
tout he learnt to kick a ball, 

frms one kauri tree to another, 
in competition with.his sib¬ 


lings. That competitive trait is 
ode of his- most distinctive 
features. “1 have never enjoyed 
playing for fun," hue says. 

The local club ran only two 
junior teams, under-IQs and 
under-lSs after that if you 
were good enough, you played 
in the seniors and-tfae Brooke 
brothers were good enough At 
16, Zinzan learnt bis trade with 
the mere “You had to learn 
how to survive, but the skills 
came from hours of practice in 
toe garden.” he said. “But 
when I look back now, I didn't 
have half the s kills of some of 
the 10 to 12-year-olds I see 
< today. Thcyfre doing sniff I did 
at 19 or 20: it's unreaL" 

moke used to play 
foil bade and fly half 
i until Sandy, his 

_father, suggested a 

move to die pack. It is an 
unnerving thought that he 

played at loose-head prop for 
the New Zealand Under-)? 
team and only afterwards 
moved to toe back row where, 
as an openjrfde flanker, he 
won his first cap during the 
3987 World - Cup. against 
Argentina- 

New Zealand might have 
lost him after a difficult 1993, 



when a contract to play in 
Japan was almost signed and 
sealed. Brooke's fate in sides 
selected by Mains was uncer¬ 
tain and be sought a career in 
which he could play and be 
rewarded for doing so. It took 
a deal with Sky Television to 
ensure that he remained at 
home and played in the 1995 
World Cup in South Africa. 

It also paved the way for a 
fresh career direction. He 
started, in his own words, as 
an ambassador for the TV 
station, making public appear¬ 
ances; now he has a contract 
for his own informal. Sprats 
Cafe-style talkshow,' which 
has achieved cult status. 

New year, however, he ar¬ 
rives at the Stoop Memorial 
Ground to take up a tiro-year 
contract with those perennial 
under-achievers. Harlequins: 
“I have beat planning this 
, since last year," he said. “I 
always knew 1997 would be 
my test year and it will give 
me a chance to step away from 
the game in New Zealand. I 
know that if 1 don’t have the 
rical break, IU get itchy 
and want to start playing 
again. . ... 

“When toe time comes for 
my Jast game with the All 
Blacks I wont be that emotion¬ 
al about it because I've pre¬ 
pared for it.” Yet even free 
spirits get caught up in the 
occasion-, beneath the West 
Stand at Twickenham, today. 
Brooke will go through die 
familiar routine. He will see. 
the other blade shirts around 
him and will know toe need to 
perform for them that is key to 
any New Zealand side—they, 
in turn, will do so for him and 
England wifi be on the receiv¬ 
ing, end. 
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Brooke will play his last international match this afternoon 


Harsh lessons 
should point 
way ahead for 
future success 


R ugby followers in 
Englaod will 
look at the series 
of matches in 
which we are engaged and 
see two defeats and a draw; 
owl is the position, in black 
and white, and it will be 
difficult for them to draw 

much comfort from the 
dogged defence that has 
been a feature of the games 
played by New Zealand 
during their tour. 

Yet I have been encour¬ 
aged by toe discovery dual, 
in specific areas, we can 
compete with the All Blacks 
— and anyone else — and 
toe knowledge that our 
players wfl] improve. Eng¬ 
lish players wfl] win plenty 
of first and second-phase 
ball, but we have to look 
seriously at what happens 
after that at sustaining toe 
continuity of play that leads 
to tries. 

More than 80 per cent of 
all games are won by the 
team scoring the most tries, 
which, given the difference 
in scoring values, is not that 
remarkable. We have 
scored two tries in three 
games, so it is quite dear 
that we have both to create 
more chances and to finish 
them. 

Take the game against 
South Africa last week, 
when we finished on the 
end of a record home 
defeat. A minute before 
half-time, we were 11-0 up 
and should have turned 
round 25 or 30 points to the 
good What 1 define as a 
scoring chance may differ 
from something clear-cut, 
like a knock-on just short of 
the fine — it’s toe decision 
made by a player to attack a 
side of the field from deep 

where there _ 

are five 
defenders, 
when he 
should have 
attacked the 
side where 
there are 
only twa 
During 
that first 
half, when 
we dominated 
and territory. 


LAWRENCE 

DALLAGLIO 



‘We need to 
remove the 
tendency 
to kick’ 


possession 
there were 
times when South Africa's 
defence was at sixes and 
sevens and we failed to 
capitalise on that It’s a 
question of vision and con¬ 
tinuity, while, at toe same 
time, remaining tight de¬ 
fensively. We pride our¬ 
selves on our one-to-one ‘ 
tackling, but two of their 
tries were scored because 
we failed in that area. 

We have to rid ourselves 
of the tendency to kick 
when we think we are not 
making ground quickly 
enough, first because we 
need to develop the confi¬ 
dence that by keeping the 
ball in hand, we can turn 
mediocre possession into 
good possession and. sec¬ 
ond, because when we do 
kick. It has to be inch- 
perfect given the quality of 
counter-attacking runners 
in opposing ranks. 

We also have to ensure 
that every player is in¬ 
volved, otherwise we will 
not have examined every¬ 
one’s potential properly. At 
Leicester on Tuesday, nei¬ 
ther of toe England A 
wings touched the ball in 
open play — but the coun¬ 
terpoint to that is that every 
single player has to demon¬ 
strate that he wants to be 

involved. 

I appreciate that some of 
our opponents this season 
possess wonderful natural 
skills that would allow 
them to be comfortable in 
any environment, but 1 also 
believe that toe skills of our 
players are there and that it 
is our responsibility to al¬ 
low them expression In the 


appropriate team frame¬ 
work: much of that comes 
from confidence. New Zea¬ 
landers play with total con¬ 
fidence, everyone is aware 
of their part in the team and 
how they can bring their 
talents to bear. 

Nevertheless, we remain 
excited about this testing 
series of games and there is 
tremendous anticipation 
aver the game with New 
Zealand today. The All 
Blacks went away from 
Twickenham on their last 
appearance, in J993, when 
they lost 154. and 
revolutionised their game, 
taking it to heights never 
reached before. People 
have to be brutally honest 
and say that if we continue 
to play only in a way with 
which we are comfortable, 
it won't be good enough to 
beat them or the Spring¬ 
boks.^That is why this series 
may be toe most important 

__ that we have 

played 
We must 
do without 
Mike Catt 
today be¬ 
cause of his 
concussion. 
He has his 
critics, but 

_he is for too 

good a play¬ 
er to leave out Decision¬ 
making is part and pared 
of the Dy half's responsi¬ 
bility and that challenge 
now foils to Paul Grayson, 
who has already demon¬ 
strated his ability to control 
the game in toe five nations’ 
championship. 

This, though, is a differ¬ 
ent level and we are looking 
forward to seeing how Paid 
responds, bow the whole 
team responds. I would like 
to think that Paul can play 
in toe same forceful way as 
Mike, because we are not 
going out to change radical¬ 
ly what we have been trying 
to-do so for. 


I 


t is how we read to 
adversity that will cre¬ 
ate winners. All toe 
best players have bad 
games: Sean Fitzpatrick 
was here at Twickenham in 
1993 and I regret his ab¬ 
sence today because he is 
an extremely committed 
player, who has epitomised 
the All Black renaissance 
and their development in 
the professional era. 

If this. too. is to be 
Zinzan Brooke’s last game, 
then we will say goodbye 
to a great warrior for the 
All Blades, one who has 
shown the ability to do 
what few other players 
would even try. There have 
been some harsh words 
spoken since we met at Old 
Trafford, but no bad blood 
has spilled over among the 
players. 1 have tremendous 
respect for toe All Blades — 
2 would like to think that 
they will end their tour 
with the same feeling for 
us. 



/3 
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England’s one-day specialists make winning start to their tour programme 


Hollioake 

co nfi rms 

captaincy 

potential 

From Michael Henderson in Lahore 




LAHORE (Pakistan A won 
toss): England XI beat Paki- 
stanA by 35 runs 

tF THE Champions Tourna¬ 
ment, in which England join 
for the first time next week, 
gives them an ideal opportuni¬ 
ty to measure themselves 
against three other interna¬ 
tional sides in a competitive 
atmosphere, the two one-day 
games they are playing here 
represent useful practice. To 
win as they did in the first oF 
them last night, under lights, 
makes it doubly useful. 

One man’s performance 
was particularly important. 
Adam Hollioake was appoint¬ 
ed captain of this 14-man party 
to gauge his fitness as cricket¬ 
er and leader with a view to 
retaining him as the England 
one-day captain all the way to 
the World Cup in 1999. Mich¬ 
ael Atherton, the Test captain, 
is not here, and is by no means 
certain of his place in the one- 
day side. Holfioake succeeded 
on both counts yesterday, 
making S6 good runs, and 
then taking two wickets at a 
crucial stage of the game. It 
seems he can do little wrong in 
this type of cricket. 

Last summer he hit the 
winning run in ail three 
Texaco Trophy internationals 
against Australia, although he 
found it difficult to translate 
that form into the five-dqy 
arena when the Test series 
started. 

Yesterday, he handled his 
players in the middle with a 
sure touch. It was not easy in 
the last session when the hall 


slithered across the dewy 
grass making life awkward 
for the fielders, but England 
stuck to their guns. 

Douggie Brown, of War¬ 
wickshire, took two wickets at 
either end of the innings and, 
besides Hollioake, Ealham 
also took a couple. Ealham 
achieved the important break¬ 
through when Akhtar Sarfraz. 
a handsome left-hander who 
had progressed to 69, chipped 
an easy catch to mid-wicket. 
Thereafter Pakistan lacked the 
resources to tilt at England's 
total of 264 for nine. 

England (eft out Croft Mar¬ 
tin and Knight, although they 
will get a chance in the second 
match tomorrow. The side 
included no fewer than nine 
players who consider them¬ 
selves bowlers, but Hollioake 
did not turn to his younger 
brother, Ben. Hide or Thorpe. 
In fact Holiioake minor had a 
quiet match making only four 
at No 3 before he drove to mid¬ 
wicket. where Shahid Nazir 
held a superb catch. 

It was Nazir's third catch 
because he had already held a 
very good one by his boots to 
remove Stewart and a decent 
one to send back Ally Brown, 
whose first seven scoring 
strokes were boundaries. 
When Thorpe followed the 
younger Holiioake back to the 
pavilion, England had lost 
three wickets to successive 
balls. 

It was no time for faint 
hearts and the captain immed¬ 
iately seized the initiative, 
together with Hick, who was 
no less assertive. The pair 



Adam Hollioake swings lustily to square leg during an impressive innings of 86 yesterday. Photograph: Graham Chadwick/Allsport 


added 105 in 20 overs with 
considerable style until Hide, 
having reach his 50, tried to 
cut Afridi's googly and. played 
on. 

Ealham went immediately, 
yorked by Afridi's quicker ball 
— which is very quick indeed 
for a wrist spinner — and 
Douggie Brown was run out 
seeking a second run. Flem¬ 
ing. however, coming in at 
No 9. proved more durable. 
He made 29 from 25 balls 
before the innings dosed and 
did well to ensure that Eng¬ 
land batted out their 50 overs. 
They were vital runs in die 
circumstances. 

Hollioake was not happy to 
be given out leg-before as he 
attempted to whip FazI-i-Ak- 
bar off his pads, though it 
seemed a reasonable shout In 
all he faced 99 balls, finding 


the boundary six times, and 
dearing it with a lovely 
straight drive. 

He manipulated the strike 
intelligently, getting his runs 
all round the field, and he was 


entitled to think a century lay 
within his compass. 

How well England could 
contain Pakistan depended to 
a large extend on how Afridi 
set off. Last year, at the age of 


SCOREBOARD FROM LAHORE 


ENGLAND XI 

A D Brawn c Stand Naar b Naeem.3T 

fA J Stewart c Shahid Nazir b Naeam ,_22 

B C Hafoata c Shahid Naar b Fad.4 

G A Hick b Shahid Afridi . ..SO 

G P Thorpe b Fad --- ..0 

‘A J Konoate bw b Fed..SB 

M A Ealham b Stated Aim*..0 

□ R Brawn an out___8 

M V Fleming not out .29 

AF Qlos b Fad-t-Atoar..4 

□ W Headley not out... . 2 

Extras (to 9, w 15. nb 4) ...2B 

Total (Bwktt, SO even)_284 

FALL OF WICKETS'1-49. 2-65. 3-65. 4-65. 
5-170,6-172.7-196,8-234.9-2S2. 
BOWLING: Shahid Nazt 84-524: Aqb 
.laved 8-1-454: Naeem Astro! 64-31-2: 
Fazk-Akhar 84-444; Arshad Khan 10-1- 
38-ft Stated Atrid 104-482. 

Umpires: Javed Akhtar and Naa Junto 


PAKISTAN A 

Shahid AJncfi taw b D R Brown__14 

Mohammad Ramzan bwbD R Brown .16 

Babar Zairian c and bGias_15 

AMitar Sarfraz c Thorpe b Ealham_89 

Yousaf Youiwna st Stewart b A J Hofflotea 35 

Naeem Ashraf not out_.—-38 

tWssro Yousafi c A □ Brawn 

bAJ HoKoeto..4 

Shahid Nazir b Eaftam_16 

Arahad Khan c and b D R Brawn _.6 

i Jawed b □ R Brawn . _ ..._6 

■ c Stewart b Headay-1 

Extras (b2. b3.w3.nb1}_^9 

Total (48.1 overs)_229 

FALL OF WICKETS 1-24.2-40,3-73.4-137, 
5-167.8178. 7-204,8219.9-228 
BOWLING- Headley 9.14-29-1; DR Brown 
10-1-58-4: Framing 81424: Gflas 64- 
30-1; Ealham 104-47-2; A J HoBoate 84- 
382. 


17, he made a century off 3S 
balls against Sri Lanka, the 
fastest in the history of one- 
day internationals. He took an 
the Australians last winter, 
with some success, and did not 
try to hide his intentions here. 
It was with great pleasure, 
and not a little relief, that 
Douggie Brown defeated him 
with a ball that would dearly 
have hit the stumps. The 
bowler won another appeal 
two overs later and when 
Giles caught and bowled Ba¬ 
bar Zaman with his first ball 
tiie match' was evenly 
balanced. 

It was then - that Sarfraz 
began to play extremely well. 
His talents have been recog¬ 
nised by the selectors because 
he is joining the senior party 
for the trip to Sharjah and the 
cleanness and correctness of 


his batting yesterday was im¬ 
pressive. They are never short 
of decent young players in this 
country. 

He survived the loss of 
Yousaf Youharta. who was 
stumped neatly by Stewart 
down the leg side, and a 
requirement of seven runs an 
over was not beyond him until 
Ealham’s slower ball deceived 
him. The game slipped away 
from Pakistan after that and 
jland dosed in on victory 
renewed purpose. 

It had been a long day, 
extended by an hour's break 
for prayers during the Eng¬ 
land innings and an interval 
after tea when ground staff 
cleared the dew from the grass 
with a big rope. So Ear as 
England were concerned, it 
was a day (and half a night) 
well spent 


Atapattu’s defiance 
foiled by Chauhan 


By Our Sports Staff 


MARVAN ATAPATTU. the 
opener, fell two runs short of a 
century yesterday as Sri Lan¬ 
ka replied cautiously to India's 
first-innings total of 512 on the 
third day of the third and final 
Test in Bombay yesterday. 

Atapattu, who hit 15 bound¬ 
aries during his 403-minute 
innings, was the mainstay of 
his side's determined attempt 
to avoid the follow-on. Sri 
Lanka were 2S6 for five at the 
dose, and would have been 
better placed but for a middle- 
order collapse late in the day. 

Rajesh Chauhan took three 
wickets for »from 24 overs as 
India fought back to keep alive 
the possibility of a result. 

Resuming at 66 for one, 
Atapattu and Kumara Dhar- 
masenn took the score to 179 
before Dharmasena fell to a 
catch by Anil Kumble off 
Chauhan for 40. 

Atapattu was caught su¬ 
perbly by Ajay Jadeja. a 
substitute fielder, at silly point 
off Chauhan. 

Rohan Mahanama made a 
breezy 20 before being caught 
by Kumble off Venkaiesh 


FOOTBALL 

hrtfc-oH J 0 itfitiss stsort 
COMPLETE MUSIC HELLEN IC LEAGUE: 
Premtor dMsiore Almgndaamy v Mg. 
Cartoion v Mien. Hrtwmrth v Atrotion 
Kmftxjcv v Bsnbuw North bxjh v Harrow 
Htt. Switttan Supanrumo v Woraago 
WWSTONLEAD KENT IjAGU E: Rrrt 
tfivfeton: canfflftan v Tunbridge IWL. 
Hnno Boy v C.wfefOury-. SLido Green v 

Ciockenri® _ 

SCREWFIX DWECT LEAGU&^wnter 
rWskm: BarsUple v Ctard Bndgewiterv 
Odd Down. Bnctaort v Paulton R.^C Jiw y 
MangaHficW Utd Mefcstam v Bidctard 
Tjjmai v EJmnro. Tiverton v BnsLngtan. 
temngton " awponnanr. VYeilbwv v 
Keynsnam 

minCrva spartan south midlands 

LEAGUE: Premier division srerth: 
AjTwrefwm * Bimsdawn. BcacananoW v 
HAngdon Bonr. Brook Home v R«Jip 
Manat HarawS v Cocklasiere. Isfligion v 

Huddesdon. Bracte? SpaU v roddugwn 
Hzpendcn « Blggkjswjde. Lcatfnwftti v 
Ariesey Tcran London Calrwy v ftaytfon 
Pa^rs Bor v &ekngnani AtWoncV^teyn 
^^VUltoiKeySis CTBrten Bufclws 
Tnjohy: Ttad round: GracrjerM v 
oSey Gmen. Woodtad v Wjunon 
Atbcv 

SOUTH EAST COUNTIES LEAGUE: first 
dutaion: Cambndga Utf v Wki Him 
il 10) Crystal Potaco v Sotewnd (1101 
Uritam v t>w (ilO)._lpg«cti v 
Norwich »1 a: Layton Orient uP,Mtsmautn 
.1101. v Areonal Him Queens 

Ranoera v Watford 1110]: TorwrtHm« 
Fulban l” O' Second dhierion. Barnet v 
Taffenhsm (1101 Brantford v Wrobtaton 
ot. Brighton v Alwd UM (t16), Bnslci 
C4vvSwndonil1 fll'LuionvBnatolFtaieis 
in Oi. Reading v BounwmduBi IH4}: 
VVycomtie v Southampton (If.O] 
ENDSLEK3H MIDLAND COM884AHON: 
Premier cflvfcnn: CotesM1 1 Sotohin Synfls. 
CatBitiy SfFim v ChosMi Hay. DawC 
Uovd AFC vHighgato. Handrahan Tunhers 
v B4sKr CammuMy Ccdaga- tvemiworthv 
Krewto. KHW3 Haalfi v Corffinoma! Star. 
Soultwm v AMwtancIi Wofocfcoume t 
Dudcv Sports: WarCMSleiCP v Mtw KA 
SOU7HBW AMATEUR LEAGUE' Was: 
Wickham v South Bank Poly. Careulron u 
Otutfi End vampires. UoyQs Bar* v 
Piryioeftmc. Old Aacraana v Norremm 
iDU L^tvmeriara v Aicvondra Park MaJand 
Bank v Wftntfimore Hill, Old Esthamouiis v 
Barct^ri Bank Old Lwn ara;» OM Oiwens. 


Prasad, the seam bowler. 
Aijuna Ranatunga, the cap¬ 
tain. prodded at a turning ball 
from Chauhan and was dis¬ 
missed for one. 

Aravinda de Silva, dropped 
twice, remained unbeaten on 
4S and Hashan Tillekeratne 
was on 4. 

Kumble bowled tightly, but 
Java gal Srinath, the seam 
bowler, lost control and con¬ 
ceded 92 runs from 20 overs on 
a pitch giving him some 
assistance. 

INDIA First Irtnmtn 512 (S C Gornuly 173. 
S R TonduBvx 146 R S Duvid 931 
SRI LANKA: Fii-J tenmgG 
S T JovTEuinya c Aduruddn b Kumble 50 
M 5 Aijoafni c sub b Oauhan 99 

H D P K Dturraserj c kumbte 

b Ouuiur 43 

R S M-Thannra c Kumblo Q Prosha . 29 
P Ado 5 *.a no out . 4& 

•A Rjruftjngj c A^urudda- b Ctautan 1 
H P TrLoVerjux' ret out 4 

Ertus (b 2 >b 8. a 4. no 11). . M 

Tout |5 wkte)-296 

IL K L do SJva. ttf P U J C Voos G P 
WIK* mvnasBigtw and K R PuiritMkumora to 
bat 

FALL OF WICKETS 1-65. 2-130. 3-2t9. 
4 259. 5 269 

BOWLING Si inam 20-1-924 Prasad 14-L 
28-1. KwuviIM 132-124: Kumble 31-14- 
56-1 Chajhan 24-7-39-3 Garvjut? 3-0- 
194 

Umpm A V JayapTV-ash (IrWiai and 
S A BuChnor (tVecf lnd«s.l 


0*-. v Mort'Xi hew AsMoarion v Brantnam. 
Sroi.imb.rld > A&rvn OB 04 W«&mns;3r 
Or v SoutbqatQ Ohrmcic 
OLD BOYS LEAGUE Prwnter dntMn: 
G»yn OB v Old Al3>tuar% C*d Subonanr. -j 
O te Vaughamans Cd Temionana v Old 
Hamptahana Saniar first tfivtoorv 
OwrtsavOSvOtdRetgjli'mo CiapharnOX 
v Ok! tavsbuiGno 

ARTHURIAN LEAGUE: Premier cfiwaion: 

Brarirwaods v Habcntluhari CarhusunsL’ 
Crutmricvtns Arthur Dunn Cup: Satoptm 
v OvgucKiarra. Vieim-mslera v A^fcn- 
Inmans 

NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE' Hint 
Cbvrrian: Athrrran Co'i'91'cs v Ramsootrom 
KKbngdcn v ScHtard HoII-ct CW Bays v 
Aaratan LR. Rasseretaie v Massley 5: 
Hcfcna v Danner: Cup: Second round: 
Burccough v Neiam- CasiMon Gaacts v 
Gicssop Nanh E-W Clilhcrcw V Vauxtall 
GM tiarrAwaa v Newcastle Tuan 
Kidigrovo v Ctattlrtton Macw Road « 
BiadKpect Raii'CTS NarSwch Town ir 
Pr«coi Cades SHtmendate w War- 
neon 

COURAGE COMBINED COUNTIES 
LEAGUE' Premier dhtsun: CStesangion 
and Hack v Sandtust Cticxdcad « 
Fcfltiarr Coeram v Rav'ira Paris Vole. 
HanhK WifWcy v ootHant MssSiam v 
Reading Town Nehcma v Ash. V3urg 
Sport, v Godammo and GUiford 
ESSEX SENIOR LEAGUE: PnmiDr «- 
vision: BaaJdan U v £a»w>dgo*arfii. 
Bowen v Iriord. Bremweed i Elan Uanw; 
BurrDum Rarnben ■ Hdtbndge Spans. 
Concord Rangere v 6aa Hanr. SaIJrcn 
WaWen v Graa! Wakcrm-. Scumand Manor 
vStansted 

BANKS'S BREWERY LEAGUE. Premier 
dfutsSan Biomndi S v Dartasar Brrrtnr 
HU T v Gcrral A OzaSey Tom * Kalsail 
Wood KingtanfownvLvc Tomi Enaurpcxt 
S « LlOw T Ttwdaic v EangshaS. 
westfeicti * BusflabofeTK. 'Aotvertianiprer 
C v UaNem T. Wfllvartwmptar. v Eased T 
jgWSON EASTERN COUNTIES LEA¬ 
GUE: Premier dhiWorc Buy Town « 
WocdtaxSoe Towir, By v Caon. 

Fotocto^e Port and vFaMrnam GanesEn 

v fence. Habtfead v Hamch and 
Rathesmn. noon v Cto . v 

Watnvs: Smmamet * Sod- 

txmwV GrtBB^Yarmoirtk Wtficn v 'audbury 
Tn. Wtanamy Schant 
JEWSON WESSEX LEAME- 
vistorcAFCNwtaJyvEaae^r. T^n % 

Bournemouth 


Malcolm moves in attempt 
to reinvigorate Test career 


DEVON MALCOLM ended 
speculation about his future 
by joining Northamptonshire 
from Derbyshire yesterday, 
and said he saw the move as 
the first step towards regain¬ 
ing his enthusiasm for cricket 
alter the disappointment of 
missing out on England's tour 
of the West Indie. 

The 34-year-old fast bowler 
was left out of the tour party 
despite red aiming his Eng¬ 
land place last summer and 
featuring in four of the six 
Testsa gainst Australia. 

The Jamaican-bom Mal¬ 
colm said that his omission 
had forced him to examine his 
career and. following a season 
of unrest at Derbyshire in the 
aftermath of a walkout by the 
captain. Dean Jones, he had 
decided that the time was 
right to move on. 

Malcolm has signed a 
three-year contract with 
Northamptonshire, where he 
will form a lively pace attack 
next season alongside his 
former Derbyshire team¬ 
mate. Paul Taylor, and the 
Australia seamer. Paul 
ReiffeL 


UHSPORT UNITED COUNTIES LEA¬ 
GUE: Premier ctasen: Bourne v Norm- 
jrr^on Spencer. Buckingham v Eyncei- 
bury Cogcnhoo > Yaxley: Ford Spate v 
Soaking; Hotbcach v WoOngbaough: 
Lang BuchDy v StotfoM. Panon v 
KeriipLtan. St Neats v Boston. WooHon v 
Mirrtcn Btackstane. 

UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEM3UE:Hret 
dtv ttkjL Aiundet v Hatsham. Ctactetfa v 
EjsSmuto Town: Hassocks v Pagtarn: 
WOetamptan » WhdettoMk; ftgeown 
and Taiscamde * Partfiekt ftednffl y 
Sharetarr. Ringmcr v MiV: Oak. Satfcfcan v 
Buiaess Hil: Wn v karsban YWCA John 
OHm Lraguo Cup. Second round: 
Langncy ^jons v Sefeey 
NTERUNK EXPRESS ALLIANCE: Per- 
sfloro T v Hoksawer H Industrial Rewinds 
Cup: Second raund: Bonecl v PafcaH V: 
knvpcrJey v Rusrtali: Chasraoivn v Krns 
Nortrr. Sandwfi i- Strattad T. Sritnal T v 
Ocltiurv,- U. WedfBsfWifl u Biocnfb Town. 
Bc ki m n r o St Mctuds v Bndgnartti. 
Wi3ertaU u floersapr 

NOHTHBW COLWT1ES EAST LEAGUE: 
Premier dmowt Duran Ashton v Arnold: 
Ec3nfB.lvSd&» Gtes5fraugftTonWen3rew 
Shtrrieid. H3lam v Ponkrtracr Cola: Hatfield 
Man vPcKcxng. Hucraian Tcr*n v Dera&y: 
Lnetoedgs » Amthcxpe Weltare: Mattby 
MWv Bngg Town; North Furiby v ThacHcy. 
Osset: loan v Osset! Alton 

RUGBY UNION 
I n ra ma nonat matches 
England v New Zealand 
(£ TwKfcenham. 20) . 


RUGBY UNION 
K£*-ari 20 urfcss statoo 
TETLEY^ BITTER COUNTY CHAMP- 
K3NSHP: North: Pool 0: Ctastwe v 
LaneoEtm tar Soto, 2 30) Souttv Pool B: 
rsfyiff» K. T ngftB v BeikShae tel Lyttooy. 
230) Pod D: Devon v OrtortJUwe to: 
B3triia3!e. 230;i. K£tit v Backtfyjtanshre 
lolDouai 

SRU TENNENTS VELVET CUP Fourth 
round: Aberdeen GSFP v Glasgow Hanks: 
Begs > t-Cfrnjmock; East Krfbnde v 
DtSxfce HSFP; Etfnbgrgh Acadorecais v 
Dalaet Hanwlt v Lanptxwrr Hmcrs FP v 
Am-an Jed-Fortcr v Gomoctc Kvkealdy v 
TiwityAeartemicaK Lmwogow v Bcxw^h- 
mar MoKso v Gtang-snoutri: Murroytieidv 


By Our Sports Staff 

"When I made the decision 
to move, there were a hell of a 
lot of things which had to be 
taken into consideration,” 
Malcolm said. “I had to think 
of my family and what is 
going .to happen beyond 
cricket 

“1 was looking for extra 
direction and extra motiva¬ 
tion to get myself back into the 
England side, and I thought 
Northants was the right place 
to play cricket for (he next 


i r A 


Malcolm: three-year deal 


three years or so. I’ve been at 
Derby for 14 years and had a 
great time there. The mem¬ 
bers and the Derby people 
have shown a lot of affection 
towards roe, but you have to 
move, on and 1 think now is 
the right time to do it” 

Malcolm’s decision signals 
the end of competition for his 
services between Northamp¬ 
tonshire and Worcestershire 
since he became a free agent 
on November 1 — a situation 
which intensified after he 
rejected Derbyshire's offer of 
a new contract earlier this 
week. 

However, Steve Coverdaie. 
the Northamptonshire chief 
executive, said: “Although 
there has been a lot of 
speculation about other dubs, 
the contract and everything 
was agreed several weeks ago, 
and we are delighted Devon 
has decided to join 
North amptonshi re. 

“He is perhaps the most 
popular player in English 
cricket at the present time, 
and much admired as a 
cricketer and personality 
throughout the world." , 


Series whitewash 
in Wasim’s sights 


By Our Sports Staff 


GUIDE TO THE WEEKEND FIXTURES 


Scotland v Souttt Atnca 

(at MurraytoJd. 3.0). 

Ghetenham and Gloucester Cup 
Group A 

Gloucester v Fylde (1230).. 

Wakefield v West Hartlepool (12.0). 

Group B 

-Exeter v Lacestv (3 01. 

FtoJhertramv London Irish (2151 . . .. 
Group C 

Waleitoov Coweriliy (215). 

Group O 

Richmond v Bedford (11 D) .. 

Jewison National League 
first tftnston 

Rugby n Newbury (3.0). 

Second division north 

Manchester v Sandal (2. ?5) . 

SOUTH WEST: Fire dwfcaorc Gloucester 
CM Boys v Torquay. Maidenhead v 
Penaance-Newtyn. 

TETLEY'S OUTER COUNTY CHAMP¬ 
IONSHIP: North: Pool A: CumOna v 
Wanueteftire (at Aspena 230): Not- 
twuhanshre. Lweoinsrene aid Oabyshro v 
Pu rhjTi (ar Newar k. 2 .30 1 Poo l & 
L e c e itei s hu e v Noth Midlands (at 
Stxeygae. 2.30} Pool G East Midlands v 
Staflornshas (at Normampton. 2301: Yoik- 
stwa * Norttambertand (ar OBoy. 215) 
SouSt Pool A. Sussex » Eastern CouTna 
(ar Lewes. 2T51. Pool B: Dorset aid 


WftsHra v HcrtlordshJre (al Satefaury. 2.30 
Pod C: Hampshire v Swrey rat US 
Partsmcuih, 2 15] Pool D. Maddtesex v 
Srtnerset (3S Sianss, 231). 

ROYAL AND SUN ALLIANCE COLTS 
COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP: Rnafc Gtou- 
oesterarwe v North midlands (el Twtck- 
enrtam. 12 . 0 ) 

Welsh League • 

Premier division 

Bridgend v Swaisea (2.0).. 

Llaneli v Ebbw Vale (2.0) .. 

Neam v Pontypridd (20) .... 

Newport v Cairfil (6 0) .. 

First division 

Aboraran v Newbridge (20).. __ 

Abertfilery v Dunvant (2.0)... 

Bonymaen v Bladkwood (20) ... 
GaorphUy v South Wales Rotes 
Cross Keys v Rummy (2.0) 

Maesieg v Treofcfiy (2 JO)__ 

Merthyr v Llandovery (20).. .... 

Cardm inswule v Portypooi (2.0)..... 

SECOND DIVISION: Kanfig HB v 
Abercynon. Tondu v WhUand: Uantaran v 
St Peter's: Trodeo* v P^e: Mountain Asti v 
Tandy U&L 

SWALEC CUP! Third round: Carmarthen 
Qians vOwngwraeft: Narderti v BiynnrBwf. 

AIB: 

Rrsti 

BlackrocK College v Lansdawne (2.30) 

Dolphin vGerryawen (2 30)... -. 

onvCarhCc 


1 120 ) ... 


Dungannon i 


l Consttiudon &30).. 


TOMORROW 


u«h v C 

Gala: Sfrfing County v Gordortans: 
SffLDhondrtd, * Watsoruns. West of Sooi- 
tand v Gkbgon Southern 

AIB League 
First cSvrSien 

Old Crescent v Shannon (23Q) . 

Second division 

Sunday's Well vUCC (230). 

CLUB MATCH Henley v Rearing 
HOCKEY 

NATIONAL LEAGUE- Premier dMstan: 
BeKKm v Barford Tigere tal MMS, 
NoCmgnan. z JO: Doncaster v Conrocfe 


(at Banrxathorpc. 20): East Gmstead v 


201: Tadrtr^tort v Soulhgalfl (at Larstaxy 
Club, 230) Fh* rfivteSxv BtuoharB v 
Hariootxi Magpies (al Hitetan Boys ScftooL 
20): BosmAa v Gbueeswr Qty (at Kira 
Edeortfs Guts' School. Bfin tfn cg ia nt. 
1230). Bartey v Firebrand (at Pirory 
LeasuraCartra.OtpBrgron. 1 0I.BrcoWan d s 
v Surbiton (at Goregas Road. Sale. 2 0)' 
Chefensfeftf V Wamngtan (to Chdmer PatR 
141: HUB v Loughfiwough Students (at 
Dana Park Road. 20); Indran Gymkhana v 
Hava's (a Thombury Auanuo. btaworth. 
20). Lewes * Si Albans in Saurhdown 
Cub, 1-30), Oxtard Hmks y Oitont 


WASIM AKRAM. Pakistan's 
captain, is determined to com¬ 
plete the first dean sweep over 
West Indies for 69 years in the 
third Test starting in Karachi 
today, his side having gained 
victories by an innings in the 
first two games of the series. 
“It is now an obsession for 
me," Wasim said. 

“It has never happened in 
69 years and won’t happen 
tiiis tune.* promised Courtney 
Walsh, who could be leading 
West Indies for the last time. 
West Indies last lost a series by 
a 34) margin on their 1928 tour 
of England. 

Malcolm Marshall, the 
coach, with an eye on En¬ 
gland's forthcoming visit said: 
“Most of the batsmen will be 
playing for their places. The 
selectors back home won't 
tolerate any more poor 
performances." 

The touring side will be 
looking for a greater contribu¬ 
tion from Brian Lara whose 
scores in the first two Tests 
were three. 37.15 and one. 

Lara’s appointment as cap¬ 
tain of Warwickshire for nexr 


Old Belvedere v BeOymena (2 30). 

Taenure Coiege v 

Si Marv's. cafiage (220)...... . 

Young Munsfw vCto^^(23q)„. 

Second cflvMon 

DLSP v Gataraglans (2.30).. 

Deny v Buccaneers (2a0)_ .... 

Oey^tooea v Old Wastey (2 .r ' 
(nsfoniansti Beam Ran 
Malone v Monk&town i2: 

wanderers v Semes (230). 

CLUB hlATOeS: B«nngtarrVSaUiug v 
Bromsgrove (230): nymajin v Bony Hffl 
1230): Ftediwh v St tees i230f: Rosdyn 
Park v Wafcsafl (1201. Shafftald v Notmo- 
Iwn [230). Siourtxioge v Worcester (2 3t§. 
Wenron-supor-Marev Launcestcn ( 30 ). 

RUGBY LEAGUE 
Kick-on £D unless stated 
SILK CUT CHALLENGE CUP: Fksl round: 

Brtsugfacn RF y l-hni Dodara: Demrsbuiy 

Moor v Durtn: Eoctes v FaattKStone LkxiK 
ESenboraigh v Croslieltte. Fanwonti ROB 
v Looca fdeal AS » Hunstat Wamors: John 

Mooes Uruvetssy v Eastmoor Lagh Easl v 

East HJi. London Skaters v Myron Wamors: 

kOtord v Queens, MBcm v York Team; 

Mrtd»e« v Barron Islaid: Now Earsnckv 

BHK.NBrtandffWestTia(d Hotel: N o tm an lon 

v Forty Lane. OuBon v Lourttaaunlt 

linwarsHy; Ouendgn y DodwtSi: 
CtoesrctMy«East Leeds; FtadfiS » Wfiaan 

SI Judo's: Staw Cross w Ctayton: Srfdal v 

LkttSay: Stannmgley v Nsangham; Tse$- 
sicte v i<»k Ureueray. watertuaS v 
Wesgara Redoubt tfter Boeing v 


Unrrarssy (a Banbury Rood, 20):_ 

v Ffanipstead and Wastmtn a a .(a 
Abbsydale Park, 2.01 

OTHER SPORT 

BASKETBALL BudKaberLBBflUE Crystal 
^wvSmwghamBuBettfflftiShefiield 
Start® * Wtoiww Bears (60): London 

To^vThamaVaneyTlgaBiBaOr.Uni- 

WteSwpBmiCIwttJsisv 
Mantsiassar Gtans 

CYCLMG: Stwlh d Engterd sanlor cydo- 
otss ctampmrtiip (a Souftanpton 
Sports Centre, i «3i ^ 

£EHOa®ftSupadaagua: Basngstoka 

N * n °9‘ 

ham Panihera * Cardiff Oavfc pr.0). 


season has run Into trouble 
with a section of the support¬ 
ers. Members are planning to 
circulate a petition question¬ 
ing the way he appeared to be 
rushed into the job as replace¬ 
ment for Tim Munton. 

Dennis Amiss, the chief 
executive, said: “The reasons 
behind the club's derision 
have not been properly chroni¬ 
cled. Next week we will be 
sending a letter to all members 
which will set,out the dub’s 
case. All I would ask is that 
they look at this before putting 
their name to any protest." 

The petition organisers are 
concerned that “disagree¬ 
ments within the West Indies 
side could spread into, War¬ 
wickshire's dressing-room." 

The England (Jnder-19 
team's opening tour fixture, 
against Western Cape Acade¬ 
my. petered out as a draw 
yesterday, the side settling for 
batting practice after being set 
244 in 44 overs, a prospect 
deemed unrealistic for players 
short of match practice. Eng¬ 
land Under-19 were 109 for 
fair at the dose. 


TtmrHfik Worth VStega v Futesm Travelsrs 
John Moores Umrarsay v E as tmoa . 
NATIONAL CONFERENCE LEAGUE: Pr»- 
miar dwistei: Haworth v Mayfield 12.30): 
Leigh Wnere v Oldham St Armo’c (230): 
Saodeuarth v Duday Kn (230): watev 
Caned v Bawrtey. West Hufi v Artiam 
12309; Wigan St Patrick's v Lock Lena 
(230). Wottetan v Egrerrcnt (2.30). 

HOCKEY • 

NATIONAL LEAGUE: Premier drawn: 
Cannock •J Bartend Tigare (ar Moms 
Ground. 1.C0; DcrcaOef v Dee Ko rT [at 
Benratthorpe. 1 JO): CMd Uxighionians v 
Canterbury (a OsgweO. 2 Q): Roadng w 
GuMtonJ (at Sonrfng Lane, 24): Southgae 
i Hounslow (at Trent Ptak. 20): Tedclngton 
w East Grtnaead {& Reeds Sctaol. Ctancm. 
20). FbstdbWon: St Albans v Botimviae (at 
Ctarence Park, 130). 

ESL SOUTH LEAGUE: Premier league 


WWgltiians v Oty of Portanau8n Purtey v 
Badranham; WUnMedon v Ramoartaa. 
Wtalung -v Boumernouth. Hampsl*af- 
Smay: Bfandfad w Baangsw* 
London Urtwersfiy: Qieam v 
a; OUvHCh v Spanogr; Goan v 
Wafcojntoms v Epsom; Old 
Cran)»0tians * Hastemere. Oaed v Old 
MdAMHgrttiara: Portsmouth v Barnes 
KendSmax: BBHC v Bedey inweta: 
Fdkestone v AsWord; Horsham v WbnWnc; 
Uarean Ruasate v Brighton: Uddeton- 
Bognor « Ba*healh: Md Sussex v 
Eaalxuna: OM B o rden a m v Burra Ash; 
Old Hotambe ans v Lloyds BbA: OU 
WUfiamsenans v Tube H«. Semnodo v 
Nachaira n. M Mdx/Bert oVBurrtqrwidOxofi: 
Maad v Ammaiam; Famftam Common v 
Songs: Hayes v Hendon. Liam v 
BrschneS; Marlow v Sunburn MAon Kgynes 
* C&Y o< Oxford. PHC CtUMck v OK 


King sto ii aiK Phoaw . 

Bmngs Park v Mswtiur/, Wast HampatEad 

v Generals Cross. 

002 DBBMMI THOflre MB 5 LAND 

U&GU& Premer (SwWon: BksnMch v 

N!o ^V W a *Mdcte: Hamplon-irt- 

Ardy « Nottngtarrt Hariaoma v Khafaa: 

Wenndcs « BtosacmllakL 
NORmSW LEAGUE first dMetoru 

Owater ■ Norm Fonts* v Durham 

UmmatyiftarragatevSpuhportSieBieW 

Bankers v Nsstorr Tbnperiey v Ben 
BV^WfigaivSxwlwai^ 


NETBALL 

Murtagh 
eager to 
end poor 
tradition 

By Alk Ramsay 

TRADITIONALLY, at 
this time of year, England 
put their reputation on the 
line in a series of interna¬ 
tional matches and if the 
opposition is New Zea¬ 
land, as it is this year, 
traditionally England get 
well beaten. 

In 47 meetings England 
have defeated New Zea¬ 
land once — by a single 
goal IS years ago. Now 
they have three more 
chances to improve on 
that record, in Brighton 
today, Birmingham on 
Wednesday and New¬ 
castle next Saturday. 

New Zealand are rather 
quaintly known as the 
Silver Ferns, but do not be 
fooled — they are big. 
strong and fast, and they 
are used to winning. They 
are ranked No 3 in the 
world but that is some¬ 
thing of a sore point. A 
poor performance against 
South Africa at the world 
championships two years 
ago saw them finish third 
overall when they were 
expecting to do a lot better. 
But at least they beat 
England in the bronze 
medal play-off, leaving 
England to finish fourth 
as usual. 

England, however, have 
a new spring in their step. 
They have a new coach, 
Mary Beard wood, and a 
healthy bank balance 
thanks to lottery funding. 

England will be led by 
Fiona Murtagh, the cap¬ 
tain since 1996. She began 
her sports career as a 
middle-distance runner 
but uninspired by endless 
laps of the track, hap¬ 
pened upon netball when 
a friend suggested she 
visit the local dub. 
Coached by the former 
England captain, Pat 
Caine. Murtagh pushed 
her way through the ranks 
until now, at the age of 30, 
she is one of the more 
senior figures in Beard- 
wood’s young squad. 

The changes over the 
years have been amazing," 
Murtagh said. “The play¬ 
ers are physically bigger 
than they were and the 
speed of the game has 
improved. There is a lot of 
strength and power — it is 
controlled but it is good to 
watch." 

Al 5ft 7in and with 82 
caps to her name Murtagh 
has the size, speed and 
experience to take care of 
herself on the court but 
even so she is prepared for 
trouble. With liberal, if 
illegal, use of flailing el¬ 
bows, a fair amount of 
skirt tugging and tripping, 
netball is not the genteel 
girls’ school game that it 
appears. 

"In Jamaica two years 
ago I finished one match 
with two black eyes," she 
said, "and as for Australia 
and New Zealand, they 
just drive straight through 
you because they are so 
much stronger. Bui any 
guy I've introduced to 
netball has always been 
impressed with what goes 
on and the skill involved." 

Murtagh is retiring as 
an international after the 
Commonwealth Games 
next September. 


ADNAMS EAST LEAGUE: Premier <fr- 
Wston A- Bohop's Storttaitl v Onsrw. 
Can La Use Urmeraty v CanUndga Cuy, 
Oaraon v Raerfaoraugh Tn; Luton Town v 
Cp**esar. Sudbuiy * lpswtati Premtet 
(tension a Bedford v Deraham; Bury SI 
Edmunds v OM SoLahendtan: RedbcUoe 
and Word vjpamch and Eaa SufloBc SI fc«s 
v FTomlord. west Herts v Norwich Gty 
WEST OF ENGLAND AND SOUTH 
WALES LEAGUE: Premier dMaorc Beth 
Buccaneers v Exeter Uniws-sty: Bristol 
Urtverenv v Weston-super-Mare. Cheflan- 
tam v Vttwchurch; CJevedon v Rotansoos: 
Swansea v Turnon Vale 
WOMEN'S NATIONAL LEAGUE: Premier 
dMrtort Kgraown v Sutton CoWftokJ (at 
Greentsar* HS. II 45). Ollan Tenaqued v 
httrech (2D): Doncaster v Sough (at 
Berreffliorpe. 11 SO): CMton Scottish Lfev 
Trans (at Bagger Bush, 12.30) Rnd 
dMoon: Lcwgrtrerough Sufents v 
Bractaw* (230). BrKXord Swnhenbank v 
Chelmsford Highway (120); Sunderland 
Bedans v Canterbury (n 30). Wimbledon v 
^tester (1201. Second efivtoton: WoWno 
Sreta v Eifflng (1230). Starwood vPoynton 

WOMEN'S REGIONAL LEAGUES: East 
HarteSKaivSawanoaks. MtdtandtoBdpwv 

Lurorr HamptonoArden v KeBwira: 
Lacesler v Pictewcfc North Staffs v CrenaSi 
Ramblers West Bournemouth v Taman 
Vale. Laombtter vChaterham; Remand v 
toonn^ a Austefl vCoMaft Yate * Exsiw 

OTHER SPORT 

BASKETBALL; Budwefaer League: Derby 
aam v London laop.a* (73jj ^ 

BOXING: World Boxing Council inter- 

SHg asati sw 

^^WWjd^tiM^telSdGupl. WBC 

chmm - 

E^“W»5SS5» ,m 

Si^ifiSWJSSESE 

LACROSSE: Shepherds Frandly Society 
l eague: rY frni er dM slon: Heaton Money 
v Smpait Rsynsmv Hiirralaas; Cheadll 

Wtecortan: MeSor w Ctaeda Hutw. 
WEWING: TTiarnes rexkl scUUng challenge 
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Heavey learns new steps 
to dance with Devils 


SPORT 43 


■F . - - - ^ 


I n its urgent quickstep to 

the beat of a modem 

entertainment package, 
ms hotkey has become 
Americanised on and off the 
nnk. Remarkably, only one of 
the eight Superleague dubs 
now employs a British coach, 
a Scotsman exiled in Wales 
with a contentment that falls 
far short of complacency. 

The state of Raul Heaveyx 
nght hand, encased in pad¬ 
ding and bandages, is testimo¬ 
ny* the tensions of his job. 

Officially, it was a do-it- 
yourself accident in the garage 
at home,” he said rudully. 
Unofficially, it was a sharp 
object on the dressing-room 
wall that ripped Heavey’s 
hand open as he expressed his 
frustration with his team at 
Sheffield a fortnight ago. 

Heavey will be bade at 
Sheffield tonight, supervising 
Cardiff Devils in the show¬ 
piece Benson and Hedges Cup 
final against Ayr Scottish Ea¬ 
gles. He intends to keep his 
one good hand in his pocket 
this time, though the ever 
increasing demand for results 
will doubtless be betrayed by 
his keen-eyed face. 

“This is a commercial game 
now and everyone wants a 
return on their investment." he 
said. The sport has been 
transformed in only a few 
years and the coaches are 
under constant pressure to 
produce. That pressure can 
only grow and I can see a lot 
more being fired in the years 
to come." 

Heavey may be an alien in 
his own land, amid the rush 
for transatlantic coaches, but 
he is not a candidate for such 
treatment while Cardiff con¬ 
tinue to prosper. Superleague 
champions last season, they 
are now aiming to win the 
Benson and Hodges for the 
first time since the inaugural 
final in 1992, when the captain 
lifting the trophy was none 
other than the present coach. 

He had no wish to stop 
playing. Indeed, when the 
decision was forced upon him 
in 1994. following serious inju¬ 
ries to knee and foot, he found 
it hard to accept. “It was a big 
shock and it requited a lot of 
soulsearching," he said. Af 32, 
he did not feel ready for the 


Alan Lee meets a Scotsman leading a 
Welsh ice hockey club to Sheffield for 
the first cup final of the season tonight 


long-planned move into coach¬ 
ing and even on succeeding 
John Lawless in charge .of 
Cardiff, a year later, the 
adjustment was complicated. 

“When youve played with a 
set of guys for four years and 
you've suddenly got to direct, 
control and criticise them, it 
conies hard. I found watching 
very difficult and, for a year, I 
ended every game screaming, 
hollering and kicking things. I 
think I am better-now, despite 
this." he said with another 
glance at the mummified 
hand. 

Cardiff are sponsored by BT 
and their catchphrase, “It's 
good to talk", certainly applies 
to Heavey. A natural commu¬ 
nicator, he sat back in his 
modest basement office this 
week and reflected on his 
origins in the game as a 
teenager in Glasgow. 

“Skating was on out school 
curriculum and I grew to 
enjoy it so much that I would 
get to the public rink at seven 
o'clock every Saturday morn¬ 
ing just to be at the front of the 
queue when the doors opened 
ar nine. That way. I always got 
the pick of the boots and, one 
day, when a mate smuggled 
mein the back door. 1 met the 1 
local hockey team." 


F rom Glasgow Dyna¬ 
mos. Heavey graduat¬ 
ed to Murrayfidd, 
where he spent five 
years. The 1960s game could 
not support professionals and 
he doubled up working as a 
stage hand in a Glasgow 
production company. Spells 
with' Solihull and Peterbor¬ 
ough followed, but the high 
points were to come when he 
moved to Cardiff in 1991. “It 
was a chance of security, 
something f had to seek with a 
wife and a new baby. Cardiff 
were the new team on the 
block and. at the time, this was 
one of the best rinks. 1 * 

He knows this applies no 
longer. Cardiff's capacity is 


Eagles promise to 


By Norman de Mesquita 


AYR Scottish Eagles and Car¬ 
diff Devils, on their day, are 
the two best teams in the 
Superieague arid their meet¬ 
ing In the final of the Benson 
and Hedges Cup at the Shef¬ 
field Arena tonight should be 
a game to relish. 

The Devils won the compe¬ 
tition in 1992. the first year of 
Lhe present sponsorship, and 
have been runners-up once 
since. The Eagles reached the 
final last year, but gave a 
disappointing display against 
Nottingham Panthers. Per¬ 
haps they were so pleased to 
have qualified in their debut 
season that the occasion 
proved too much for them. 
Their ooadi. Jim Lynch, is 
certain that no such problem 
will affect them this time. 

Lynch is a no-friUs coach 
who stresses the importance 
of hard work and adherence 
lo a proven game-plan. His 
team has no one outstanding 
player but has four forward 
lines, ail of which are given 
roughly the same amount of 
ice-time, and all of which are 
likely to score goals. 


ROWING 


Haining left high 
and dry by illness 


By Mike Rosewell 


HER HAJNlNG. founder 
twice the winner of the 
mes World Sculling Chali- 
c will miss the Putney to 
rtlake race, the fifth in the 
cs. today. Haining. lhe 

Id lightweight champion 
n 1993 to 1995, has been 
with illness this year and 
be the umpire for an event 
ly billed “a race of 
mpions”. 

lie qualifications for entry 
straightforward; a eompet- 

must have won either an 
mpic or world titte won 
Diamond Sculls at Henley 
ie Scullers Head, or be the 

jer of the Thames World 
Ulna Challenge trophy. 
. with this pedigree are m 
race today. 

ritish hopes will rest on 
£ Searle and Martin Kei- 
Scarks, an Olympic rowing 
mpion in 1992, switched to 
ling a year ago and won 
Henley Diamonds and a 
Id sculling bronze medal 
summer. Kcttie, who chd 
achieve selection .for ine 


world championships, won 
the Scullers Head and 
Wingfield Sculls this year. 
Kettle has plenty of experience 
in competitive sculling on the 
difficult championship course; 
Searle has very little. 

International competition 
comes from the 6ft 7in Merlin 
Vervoom, of Holland, who 
took the title from Haining in 
1996 when he also won the 
Diamonds. The multiple 
world champion, Giovanni 
Calabrese, of Italy, last en¬ 
tered the race in 1995 when 
Haining beat Mm. Calabrese 
qualifies again this year as a 
member of Italy's 1997 world 
champion quad scull 

The smallest man in the 
race is Karsten Nielsen, from 
Denmark, who took on the 
mantle of world lightweight 
champion from Haining in 
19%. Kareten raced in the 
Oialfenge last year, but fin¬ 
ished third behind Vervoorn 
‘and Haining. An early lead in 
such a field may prove to be 
decisive- 


only 2,500 and they boast none 
of the spedator-friendly facili¬ 
ties enjoyed by Manchester 
and Sheffield. A move to a 
purpose-built ice stadium in 
‘ Cardiff Bay is. as yet, no more 
than a hopeful proposal. 
Heavey, however, is used to 
making do. 

“When I started as coach 
after John Lawless left, the 
marketing and sales people 
had gone, even the secretary. 
Tbere was nothing here but 
filing cabinets and the admin¬ 
istration took up so much time 
1 was often preparing practice 
sessions at midnight.” 

The Devils are a bigger, 
slicker operation now. A team 
manager, Andy French, frees 
Heavey for playing affairs. 
The dub had to change 
because the game was moving 
so East and, while Heavey 
revels in the competitive envi¬ 
ronment that was beyond 
imagination when he played, 
his reservations are profound. 


"Superieague is here to stay- 
and it is an exciting concept, 
especially now that all the 
dubs are capable of beating 
each other. But I have only two 
British players on my roster 
and some teams have even 
fewer. It's a situation we have 
to address with a five-year or 
ten-year plan. 

‘The heightened profile of 
hockey is -getting the kids 
interested but they must have 
a realistic chance of achieving 
their goals and reaching the 
top level, or they will just give 
up. I think the league below 
us. the British League, should 
act as more of a feeder and 
impose timicatians on foreign 
players." 

The plea comes heartfelt 
from a man closely involved 
with the Great Britain team 
that will contest the world 
championships in May. For 
now. though, Heavey‘s atten¬ 
tions are on domestic matters 
and a weekend that exposes 
the demands of the trans¬ 
formed game. There will be no 
scope to celebrate or commis¬ 
erate after the cup final. To¬ 
morrow, Cardiff must fight for 
precious points at the 
Superieague leaders. 
Nottingham. 
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Heavey and the Devils “This is a commercial game now and everyone wants a return on their investment." he says 


There has been one signifi¬ 
cant change to the team 
recently. Darren Colbowne, 
who scored nine goals in his 
first seven appearances for 
the dub, then went 16 games 
without finding foe net, has 
been replaced % John Parco, 
who has two goals and three 
assists in his first three games. 

. The Devils, while also 
boasting all-round strength, 
have a forward line capable of 
winning any game. The speed 
of Ivan Matulik* the work- 
rate of Steve Tbomton and 
subtle s kills of Ken Hodge 
complement each other per- ; 
feedy and Ayr will be aware of 
the danger that they pose. 

It could all come down to 
goaltending. Rob Dopson is 
dearly first-choice for the 
Eagles and will certainly play. 
Frank Caprice and Derek 
Herlofeky have shared the 
goaltending dirties for tfae 
Devils — at least until a 6-3 
loss to Basingstoke Bison two 
weeks ago, since when Ca¬ 
price has played in four 
consecutive games. He looks’ 
likely to get the nod today. 
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Can these women be the 


first all-female crew to sail 


around the world non-stop? Can they steer their giant catamaran at speeds over 
30 knots through all the dangers of the seas? Icebergs lie in wait for them. Fierce winds. 
Mountainous waves. And the vast unpredictability o£ the shifting weather. To do it, tney 
will need all the experience of their skipper, Tracy Edwards. They will need strength or 
character as well as strength of limb. Many people think they will fail- But we believe 
in them. We’re behind them. And experience tells us that when you can calculate the 
risks and keep a cool head, there’s nothing you can’t achieve. You can take on the world. 

Royal & \/ 


www-rsachallenge.com 
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RACING: BOOKING OF DUNWQQDY CATCHES THE EYE IN COMPETITIVE HANDICAP 


Princeful can be king of the hill 

^ HUGH ROUTLEDGE 



Oatis Regrets dears the last to win the Bovis Lelliott Handicap Chase at Sandown yesterday as Arfer Mole and Carl Llewellyn take a crashing fall 


By Richard Evans 
racing correspondent 

PRINCEFUL. lightly weight¬ 
ed and with more than a 
touch of class, looks a value 
bet at around 10-1 in the 
William Hill Hurdle at 
Sandown today — especially 
as Richard Dunwoady has 
been booked to ride. 

Jenny Pitman has always 
held the gelding in the hishesr 
regard. At the start of last 
season, she told visitors to her 
open day: "We know he’s got 
an engine and hope he makes 
into a Cheltenham horse come 
March 1997.” 


RICHARD EVANS 


NAP: PRINCEFUL 
(3.05 Sandown Park! 
Next best: Revolt 
(12.40 Wetherbv) 


And so it proved, as 
Princeful followed up two 
victories by finishing second to 
Shadow Leader in the Su¬ 
preme Novices' Hurdle last 
March. Thar Form reads par¬ 
ticularly well and there was 
much to like about his season¬ 
al reappearance at Ascot 15 
days ago, especially as the race 
was not run to suit him. 

Despite a slow pace and a 
stumble on a path near the 
home turn, the ropweight 
stayed on-well to be second. 
Given that he is a stuffy- horse 
who needs plenty of work to 
gain full fitness, there is every 


reason to expect considerable 
improvement today. 

Dunwoody. who does not 
ride many of the Pieman 
horses, is a fascinating book¬ 
ing especially as he could have 
chosen Alabang — arguably 
the form choice of the race — 
whom he partnered ai 
Wetherby seven weeks ago 
when second to the progres¬ 
sive Good Vibes. 

With Good Vibes winning 
again at Aintree, the well- 
regarded Alabang certainly 
comes into the reckoning. The 
stronger pace this afternoon 
will suit Maurice Camacho's 
runner, but his relative lack of 
experience — reflected in some 
moderate hurdling last time — 
may count against him. 

In a typically competitive 
race, Cariito Brigante has 
sound daims. having won the 
Imperical Cup over course 
and distance. However, he 
hails from a yard without a 
winner from almost 40 run¬ 
ners in the past seven weeks. 

Stormyfairweather has at¬ 
tracted support after a smooth 
success at New bury eight days 
ago but that victory came In a 
slowly run race and the Nicky 
Henderson runner must im¬ 
prove again to follow up. 

Although Grimes is consid¬ 
ered a Champion Hurdle con¬ 
tender, the handicapper has 
taken no chances with him 
and Princeful is the choice. 

KJairon Davis could be 
worth opposing at short odds 
in the Mitsubishi Shogun 
Tingle Creek Chase over these 
demanding fences. Although 


the Irish raider won on his 
seasonal reappearance, the 
1996 Queen Mother Champi¬ 
on Chase winner is usually at 
his best in the spring. 

Viking Flagship, who had a 
hard race behind One Man at 
Huntingdon last rime, could 
struggle to confirm Exeter 
form with Mulligan over this 
shorter trip. However, the two 


David Nicholson runners may 
find Or Royal a hard nut to 
crack. His third to Simply 
Dashing at Ascot two weeks 
ago was a sound effort and 
Martin Pipe's runner should 
be even more effective over the 
minimum trip. 

Away from the gaze of the 
television cameras. Revolt 
looks worth an interest in the 


Steve Humbles Birthday Nov¬ 
ices Hurdle at Wetherby 
(12.40). From the in-form Tim 
Easterby yard, the well-re¬ 
garded five-year-old looked 
likely to make a winning 
reappearance at the Yorkshire 
track IS days ago but blun¬ 
dered badly two flights from 
home. In effect, he is a winner 
without a penalty. 


WOLVERHAMPTON 


THUNDERER 

12.35 Chadletgh Lane. 1.05 Sad a. 1 .35 I'm Tef. 2.10 
Gold Clipper. 2.40 Astrac. 3.20 Running Stag. 3.55 
Rex Mundi. 4.25 Private Audience. 


GOING. STANDARD DRAW: NO ADVANTAGE SIS 

12.35 ANGLO HOLT CONSTRUCTION HANDICAP 

(Divl: El,944- im 1179yd) (13 runners) 

1 (Si 0106 PERPETUAL UGHT 14J (CD) J J Quoin 44-1? 

ft Won (S 65 

2 (i) -020 ASHGORE 149 (CT.GI T CaKurH 7-611 . Mfonon 54 

3 (Cl 304) RESERVATION ROCK 361 ft Simpsoi b-M 

MGatUflhar 34 

£ [3l 5100 FLASHTAJuKIT FLD00 53 (S) C Dwyer 3-9-6 D Hotand 60 

5 (Si 0040 FLOTILLA 126 S Mfihtv 2-9-5 . . MWlgtBni 54 

I in 3115 BAPSFORO 15 (Cl M Waring 3-9-4 ... . ACM 59 

r (101 6051 COFffROMTER 11 if.ELS) 5 Ckw 8-9-4 .. TQurei 54 

B (31 4060 TABASCO JAZZ 46 6 Medan 340. MTeKwB 67 

9 4030 (O MMwftw) 5-610 Turns 60 

10 f H 0000 NORTHERN FAN 12 (C) NTmMer 5-6-6 Dear McKtOwn 52 

II <13) 3001 ON RE GREEN 45 (V.F) B Prera 4-9-6 . Data Gibson 61 

12 14] 0050 MAZES 15 (V.F)P Bans 4-66-A McCarthy (7) 53 

13 OH 0316 CABCHARGE BUIE 33 (F.S( T taugtton 54-5 

R Ftrendi (3) 51 

5-2 Contorta. 5-1 Baosfcnt 7-1 HxtKUttT Flood. On The Green, 6-1 Perpetud 
Light 10-1 C&dunje Blue 12-1 Ashgore. 14-1 oSwi 


1.05 HOLIDAY INN GARDEN COURT WOLVBi- 
HAMPTDN MAIDEN STAKES (2-Y-0: £3,219:6f) (13) 


1 (13) 0 DESERT MHAGE 60 P aappre-Hyan 40 ... T teton - 

2 (2) DRYAD N LMnoden 40 . . . _ _ S WMwariti - 

3 (61 34 KilARWYJAZZSOJWnrionM. .._ Tims 90 

4 (51 0 MUSAlSE39PHajhm9-a .. PGoode[7) - 

5 l8j POLAR MKT M Prescott 40 . __6 DufMd - 

5 (12) 00 TAJ MAHAL 19 C reunion 40 .... Dean HcKeown 24 

7 (101 0350 WOtFKJHT 42 P Matan 9-0. D Noland 40 

8 (11] 4 NXAN SPLENDOUR 26 R Guest 49 R Fftench (3| 55 


9 (1) 04 LITTLE B0.Y B C 3nKm 8-9 _WJOTomor 56 

10 (7) 0063 PHANTOM R»G 26 A Bailey 64.J Bosley (7) 59 

11 (21 3043 SADA 25 C Dw 8-9 _ . _F Lynch 66 

12 (9] 0 SHAHWAY LADY 21 B Mdttrn 49_ L Newton 30 

13 (41 00 TREBLE TERM 40 f'HafuoB-i.- ACM - 

11-4 Safe 42 Wttfum. 5-1 Polar M«L 8-1 Deal Mrage. 7-1 Plnrlom Aog. 
141 Kidney Jaa. 12-1 Trette Tam. 24 1 oter. 


1 .35 MANCHESTER SELLING STAKES 

(2-Y-Q: £1.999 61) (10) 

1 (61 5300 BGAWW12(0)S Dow42_PDoe(7] 49 

2 (3) 00 BlWO£NDAYS39UiaJCiaa8-ll . SWA sta 43 

3 [9) 0000 HOUSE ON FIRE 26 JBatv 411. -. P Roberts (3) 50 

4 [II 0024 rU T3 30 (BR T Eistertty (Ml ... R Wnflm (5) 54 

5 (4) 0620 VELVET STORY 113 P fans 8-11 „ A McCarthy (7) 48 

5 (6) 0026 DANCE ID THE BEAT 12 (B.BRM Meade 8-6 

DeanMeKeom 53 

7 0 0000 MA80CE 22 P Hoiwshead 46_G Dittdd 30 

8 (10) 5400 HNUP12CC«yo8-6 ..__ OHoNand 27 

9 (7) 0000 RIVERFRONTIER 61 M Iftfter 8-8 _J Marshal 28 

10 (5) 5604 SMG FDR ME 7 R Holitstad 8-6_NCrtrie 36 

138 Dance To The Be*. 3-1 r m Taf. T-2 Vet* Say. 7-1 Smg Fa Me. 41 House 
On Fee. Ptaup. 241 Fkpw Row Franba. 25-1 oaws. 


2.10 ANGLO HOLT CONSTRUCTION HANDICAP 

(El .944:1m If 79yd) (13) 

1 (E] 3S52 ROlRffl ROBW 1 IB C Thornton 3-412 DrarMctawm 54 

2 il) 0000 CMBHDGEBUIE 1521 Semde349 _ MTefaiut 40 

3 (9) 0124 ALFAHAAL 11 (F.S1 C Dayw 4-98 - - GParthfl) 64 

4 (12) 0644 SEA SPOUSE 12(3) UBbndnra 6-47 . Dale Oban 58 

5 (7) 2107 SALTZ 831 (F) P Dafan 5-44_C Uwttw (3) - 

6 (4) 3000 ZERMATT 12 4BJF.S) U Usto 7 -44 . . MRamnor 63 

7 (10) 5002 HAYDN JAMES 23 (BIP Harts 3-42 OHoNand 62 

6 [11) 2304 FAIH)TOUT 19(BJ) 11 tfHwtfo.4-411 

SWMmth 60 

9 0 3046 PATWA19 R Httfmshtad 388.. F Lynch 54 

10 (3) Q2B1 JUBILEE SCHOLAR 11 (ft) 6 L Moore 4-47 . F Norton TO 

11 (5) 048 RETDTD30 (Gj B McUadt 38-6_ __ NCartste 45 

12 (B)00Z3 GOLDCUmRII (BF) M Ryan 3-46-D Stags 65 

13 (13)0105 UP W FLAMES 12 (DJsG) 5 Bowing 6-JM 

RFkanch(3) 64 

3-1 Enid Clipper. 5-1 AHnri. 41 Jubte Schofar 7-1 Routd Man. 41 Sea 
Span. Kayfe Jans. 10-1 Fated To KlUp to Flans 241 othss 
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Hurricane Lamp primed { 
to illuminate Sandown 

CHEPSTOW 
BBC1. 


1.15s Jet Rules, who put up his 
best performance here two 
years ago in the Persian War 
Hurdle, may get outpaced 
back at this trip but goes well 
with cut in the ground, which 
could not be said with confi¬ 
dence of Secret Service. Miss 
Roberto should improve for 
this step up in distance, but 
this is familiar territory for 
Lough TuDy, who improved 
in the spring and then caught 
a tartar on his reappearance 
here. Dashing Dollar has yet 
to match his Irish form. 

1.45: Giventime, who shaped 
well over an inadequate trip 
at Kemp ton on his reappear¬ 
ance, could resume the im¬ 
provement that last season 
saw him run up two legs of a 
treble over this course and 
distance; at die weights, how¬ 
ever, he will have to. Little 
Martina ran well on too 
sharp a track when not yet ax 
peak fitness at Warwick last 
tune. Last season she con¬ 
firmed herself a thorough 
stayer and could find some 
improvement Turning Trix 
remains fairly treated and 
goes well fresh, but KHIeshin 
and River Mandate can be 
expected to need the run. 
Dam Samourai ran well at 
Hay dock last time but is 
inconsistent A N C Express 
is not without a chance. 

2.15: See More Business has a 
touch of class but carries a 
corresponding burden, and 
his relative inexperience over 
fences produced the errors 
which marred a fine come¬ 
back effort behind Suny Bay 
at Haydock . (a ring-rusty 
Earth Summit behind). Indi¬ 


an Tracker is on trial for the 
Coral Welsh National here 
and while he. too, lacks 
experience, he could prove 
well treated. He ran well for a 
long way at the Cheltenham 
Festival, and his dashing 
style could see him flourish 
this winter. Banjo bounced 

back to his best on his return, 

thanks in part to a brilliant 
ride from Adrian Maguire. It 
is easy to knock holes in that 
form, while Air Shat, his 
stablemate, needs to become 
more fluent at his fences. 
Greenhflf Tare Away could 
go well at a price. 

Chris McGrath 



SANDOWN PARK 
CHANNEL 4 

155: Space Trucker was the 
best of these over hurdles, but 
his best form has been on a 
sounder surface. Despite 
being worse off at the 
weights. Queen Of Spades 
should confirm Cheltenham 
form with Direct Route. 
However, Hurricane Lamp 
is a fascinating chasing new¬ 
comer. Two victories over 
hurdles last term were a 
bonus, as he has always 
looked as though he would be 
better over fences. 


230 and 3,05: see Left. •] 

3.40: Sofvaac had ne chance I 
against SaRisartsM. Whip 
Hand and Ela Agapt Mas at j 
Newbury bu: sell managed' ] 
to take them along Jo the 
second-last flight. Previously. - 
he won two novice events and 
he should relish this drop in 
class. Diego, runner-up to the 
in-form Saint Ciel at. 
UnoxetBT last time, looks best . 
of the rest 

Richard EvaS's 

WOLVERHAMPTON - . 

CHANNEL 4 

2 . 45 : state Of Caution has 
gone up I6lb for his fasnhree . 
wins but can improve again - 
to defv the handicapper. He: 
is wdl drawn. Chewit re¬ 
turns to his best trip and his 
third to Fannost last time is . 
smart form. Forcing Bid won 
impressively last time over a . 
shorter distance but has a . 
difficult draw to overcome. . 

330: The Norwegian chat' 
lenger Loch Bering was beat¬ 
en under four lengths by ■ 
Prince Of Andros in this last 
year, when he stumbled at; 
the start. He has reportedly 
improved and will make a 
bold bid. Fax-most has to be: 
the choice though, given the. - 
manner in which he defied a . 
wide draw in a hot handicap- 
here last time. Thai came 
from a mark of only S2. but. 
he is improving fast and an 
extra furlong will be right tip - 
his street- Running Stag has' 
form in group company on ' 
turf and goes well on sand, 
but fails to go through with 
his effort. 

James Willoughby 1 



i C4 1 

(£6.970:70(12) 



1 (4) 6053 CHEVHT 21 (D.F.G) 6 L Mom 5-140 C Looter (3J 101 

2 (1) 0111 STATE 0FCMni*35 (VXD] D3w4+13 i Faring 106 

3 (}tg 5301 PRM0 LARA 32 flU.B) P Hints 498_T (kin 100 

4 (12) 0061 FQRCMGBD21 (BJ3MPresas3-44_ GlMfeU 103 

5 (8) 1006 GAELIC STORM 32(FX I S) M MM* 3-9-3 OHafend 99 

6 (9) 0550 ASIRAC 2B (D£S1 N TMv 6-9-3_Rm TnMtr HB 

7 0 5412 HUICRffiaBE(BFAriVBon68-13.. RPvtn 103 

8 (11) 0002 SEA-Offi) 15 (QF.G.S) C D*to 4412_FL|Bdi 101 

9 (3) 6310 MR MAJCA 49 OflB Mectea 38-10 .... MtcttaH 90 

10 (6) 4093 BflaiiAXTRfflSilDflf ttadai<4M ACM 98 

11 |5) 4003 MRBBK81AC21 £FAS)BMftig648 UHcrey(3) 97 

12 (7) 0044 JB8lffl)280S/AS]PH>i>iq444.5M*Mlh 90 
7-2 St* a CMm 41 BrBDH M. 13-2 Pitno La 7-1 Fan»8 BU. 41 
Chnit T»n Cieds. 141 Ift Bagwac. 12-1 dtan 

Ctiew2 2641 3nl at 13 (o Famnost in 

FORP FGGliS tauSc* hoe ( 1 m 100yd. AW] State 

Ot CauOon (real Sir Joey nil in 12- 
nmr hnScap here (7f. AW) mlh Astrac (Tfc outer all) 3159i and Mr 
Beraerac [KMi better afl) id) IQHl Prim Lara beat Double Sptendoa 
XI n 25-fumBr handicap at Redcar (6f. good) nth Gaelc Storm (61b 
beOer oH) 21 6th, Mr Bergerac 03ft: better on) 2441 9lh and Sea-Deer 
(5Si better oH) 5111th. Forcing Bid beat Easton FYopheb 51 in 13-nmner 
tawaap SN\ Wh.®BergBrat(t3«b MHer oH) Wt^»*TW»i 
Creaks U6i 2nd oilf to PuzzienMmhandcapalLinglHiU(1m. AW). 
Sea^Deernedi 2nd d 12 te The Happy Fn in dsmng sues here (S; 
AW) BrSant Red HI 3rd ol 28 lo Consort m handicap at Mewnarhel 
( 1 m. good to firm) with Chart (241b vase afl) 2»l 5th. 

STATE OF CAUTION, one o( the besi here, caa defy Hie handicapper 


3.20 WULfflUN STAKES 

(Listed race: £31,086:1m II 79yd) (7) 


C4 


1 (71 3230 CBfTRESTALLS70(FAS)RJ-rtagMai+8-1 TOutan 144 

2 (4)4111 LOCH BERK 33 ASJ A Lend flta) 5-41 . Miami 120 

3 (I) 1121 FARMOST21 (COMUPieseol48-13 __ 6 D 0 IM 104 

4 (6) 3140 RUSSUNMUSK03newlUfcm44-13 RFteOft 1Z7. 

5 0 0610 PFMX«DEHAL35(D/.G^DMtiM441! 

SWUmtIi 118 

5 (31 0611 PUZZlJEkGITII (CD)CBrito38-11 _ WJOTonor 106 

7 (S| 4242 RIMMBSTAG11||BF)PWcfsl38-ll_ACM 124 


6-5 Cats SMta. 41 Ruvmg Stag. Asshn MbU. 41 Famed. 41 otas 


.-rawfocus. 


Centre Stalls 7%: id or 9 la Mr. &■ 
press in gicup I flates at A scat tint: 

. glad) pwoui/ 3’413rd o) 11 Is ft»- . 

sran Rewral v .stakes (tfttedl a toflfcay (7*. ya4 tafrml LsdiBotag. 
beat Le Sport io 7-nima hanbeap at Tacy (Irr- 21. (p=d Jc soft) Famoa 
beal NorBiem Angel Kl in I4rumer b«£c3p fere (Hr T30)d AW. 
prewwstv 2Vi1 2nd d 13 lo Pewetxt LmM >n hxe&tap here ■lm II 
79yd AW) Russon Music 131 22nd s! 2G» Pis^smak in lUKhcap «. 
tiamtatel (1m II. good to Stml Prince 01 Oenal 'tab wane atf) 
181 27Ui Prince Of Denial 4HI 12Jh d 2S tc Zcxxr. a baodcap 4. 
Newmarket (tm. good lo firm); prencutfv teal STos) ^1 m 15-mtmer.. 
handiai al Nertw (im it. good (o scS). Puutement beal Wtnte Rata 
neck in 12-rum handicap * UrnfieTd (im. AW) Ftemg Sag mek- 
2nd d B to UncandKniKd Love ir. slakes a (jngheid (tm ZL AW). 

UX34 BBW6 was untorty in Bus (as: ysa sd a sac o tare mpwed 


3.55 LONDON HANDICAP (Drv t £2.453- 1m 41) (10) 

1 1615111 SWAN HUNTER 21 (CD.OS) D Cssyae 4-108 

OUngao (Si 67 

2 (91 3341 TaTOMZhArtUtaJWI_smuworm 75 

3 {7) 0400 REX MUM / (Y.OLF) P Et=S 5-M A UcCafty (7) 74 

4 (81 2210 0R0AVCD 28 (RF1 E Afcaa 4-9-5 MdB* Wwden (71 70 

6-(5) 14-0 aBA8A0DTOfflj)JBMBe36i^ — BDtfSttf 59 
(/El 0004 BaZA030;SaM«i«41-ra.^-^- - M cm gbw 54 
7'- (11 -064 DWKA8jl)P.1UtMi484>..Ju.^-.. DHdtoC 68 
8 (41 0055 SSTTM BLAKE 21 UUeagtxr 3-3-2-- 95 

5 (10 005G GROVEFAB LAD T95fiomtog 2-8-2 Sfftmcft(3) 58 
10 (3) 0D46 CHARSS0ANCBt146CThami4-7-12 OakOnrei 51 
11-4 Sara Hra. 4-1 Id Ha. 41 Ra Kadi. 7,12rMelS-1 aSK 


4.25 LONDON HANDICAP (Div B: £2.453: 1m 41) • 

1 (7) 0046 PRIVATE AUDOCE 8 W Mar 4-W-0 . C Lowfer (3> 71 

2 (91 1440 CHAflNWOOO JACK 7 fl I tester 4-9-71 

a 

3 (2) 3312 CHER0KS FLOfT BJ JCJT S UsCm 2-9-7 llW^raw « 

4 (5) 0260 AS4S17B fflfl M Jctestn3-5-£ —. DHaind 67 

5 (11 526 B0NJ0OR 31SJ ® I Senxte7-9-0-HTeUal - 

6 [6] 2154 .If BRAID OOUSO 1ZJ (BJ)P JW-H 

DUAs* 66 . 

7 (41 0064 WRCURY T5 B Baugh 4-88_R Potam 51 , 

6 IB) 0100 AHBCAM-M® 23 (F.5) 0 HFJms S-e-1 .. TWBra 9 - 

9 (3) 5064 PI9XD£ CLBtMON111 Ciena 380-R Ftaadi{3f 50 . 

2-1 CherakM FtijM. 5-7 PmOe dwronL 7-1 PriwS toftree 8-1 cCm 



1.15 Miss Roberto 
1.45 LitUe Martina 

2.15 Indian Tracker 


THUNDERER 

2.5G The Swan 
3.20 Am bl aside 
3.50 Lord Jim 


GOING: SOFT (GOOD TO SOFT IN PLACES) 


SIS 


1 .1 5 SHANE BRODERICK APPEAL HANDICAP HURDLE _. 

(£4,500:2m 41110yd) (8 runners) 

1 10/013- JET RULES 294 (CD.GJ51 (Jd Stwioneiv Ud] Mn J Pdnoi 7-U-iO 6Ho«ai(31 137 

2 PUW-1 SESAIff SEED 11 ID.IxSl (R f«tti| N Kouforai 9-11-7 RThraKor (3) 138 

3 56023-4 ROYALHtXJNTBROWM- 32(0.G.S)kisiURonUal9-11-5 . PMrigtevU) 

4 42F1+0 HOUXMCLOSE 22 |F,S] iMn C Imi ft Fibs) 7-10-13.JFrosl 106 

5 (DO-412 iaSSRO6BTn)17|65]iMLi»aliaPli«)J0aw4-l08 .. Wdne! fireman3) 137 

8 25-1224 SECRET 5ERW0E 3S81S) (Hole in The Wrt fcngjCBtfMfl 5-165 TJMffphy 

7 52311-2 LOUGH TUU.Y 46 (Da ifl iBucoOli F Jonfin 7-10-5 . ... A Thornton W 

I 1120-44 DA5HBEDOLLAR9(S)|MerM>Rrcngi CMain(-10-3 . .. JMaored) 140 

BETTW& 9-4 Hugh Tully. r-2 Senrne Seed 4-1 Uk Robalo B-1 Secret Samce 7-1 Jel Rules. 14 -t ou«rs 
1906- CAJHUGOU) 5-10-13 A P McCoy (4-1iM FiprB on 


FORM FOCUS 


Jet Rules beaten a doUnce 3rd ol 6 lo Carole's Crusader m novice 
chase al Warwick (3m 21. good to (Inn), piewusly beal Rutland 
Kl in 15-runner nonce chase al Towcesier (3m if. good lo »8) 
Sesame Seed beat Drum Basle U in 7-runn# handicap hurdle al Worcester <2m *i. soft) Royal 
Mountbrowne beaien a distaica 4th al 6 to Wmg Flagshp in grade II handicap close at Exeter (2m 
1H 10yd. good la atf) Mss Roberta 1012nd oi 5 lo Sard Cita n handicap hurdle al Haydock (2m. 
good) Secret Service S 1 *! 4di d 6 lo Good krtbes in handicap hurdle td Wethertry (2m. good lo 
firm) Lough Tufly 51 2nd of 9 Lo Tidal Force m handicap hurdle al ChepJow (2m 41 tiOyd good) 
_ LOUGH TULLY needed the nw here hsl time and is*“vreH irealed _ 

1 .45 JACK BROWN BOOKMAKER HANDICAP CHASE 

(£7.119:3m 21110yd) [B (Winers) 

1 ,14410- TURMNG THK 243 (G^S) (H Dana) D Natation 10-11 -10 . R Thonoon |3| 

2 4111P-2 OVH(T1ME17(aLS]iL1MW)4Timeii9-118 L Harwy 

3 534400- KILJJE5HW 231 (S.El (M Uamert) H Mamm 11-11-7. SCurm 

4 2223FP- RNH1MVCATE 343 iaS) ([inches (S V^amlTBlBiTFtirasr 10-118 . A Thornton 

5 141P1-S ORSWELL LAO 24 (51 |R f RoUa B-II-1.ttRHMBOp) 

8 350S-12 004 SAMOURAI 7 (BUS) (S KllptfiaiM Rpe 6-10-11. CMmde 

7 15320- ANCEXPRESS294(0.0.5)INPonBiJhirq9-10-10 . . JCufemr 

8 FU214S UTTLEMflflTWA 16 (OF.SmC 0Cnae*9-108 ..SMcNea 

BETTWG: 3-1 Darn Simon a. 7-2 iSnsnlme. 11-2 Tuning Im Ormeh Lad. 12-2 bale Main lO-i ttfisn. 

1598; SAMLEE MtM D Bndgiraa 19-11 * Hobtu. 7 ai 


„ ” 1Ift GIventtrrw 1« 2nd of 5 to Super Tactic m It 

FORM FOCUS Kempton |2m 41 1 10yd. gmd lo mH| KBasWn I 

:___:___ lOh ol 17 lo Belmorl lung in grade H hantfeap 


GhrenUme lit 2nd of 5 to Super Tacucs n handicap chase ai 

beaten a distance 
grade 61 hand cap chase J Ayr (4m 
It. good): previously 46) 76i of 36 to Lord Gyflene in grade ID handicap chase 4 Aintree (4m 41. 
good) «fi Turning Trix t3Qi ware oRI beaten a distance 13tfi and Rtar Mandate (21b Oener off) 
pulled up Orawel Lad 21! 2nd ol 6 to Kamikaze m hareficp chase at Worcester (2m 71110yd. 
good). Oom Samourai v»l 2nd of 6 to Hvn 01 Praise in handicap chase al Haydock (3m 41110yd. 
sod). A N C Express 5316th of 16 to Greentime (151b «ji« oil) in handicap chase al OrepJm 
(3m 2i 110yd. oood lo sott). Lillie Martina 1 hi 2nd 0 ) 4 10 God Speed You in handicap chase al 
Warwick (3m Zl. good to soft) 

A N C EXPRESS loves the mud and may spring a surprise 




101 

1 

102 


103 


104 

W'HMl 

105 

II 

130 


COMMENTARY 


201 

202 

203 

204 

205 
220 


IFUU RESUU5 5EKVKE 168 



NS.UAL5I M, 


COURSE 

SPECIALISTS 


CHEPSTOW: Tralnsre 1 D Nichodson. IB 
winners 1mm 63 njnners. 28 €%: P HcCtn. 
22 ftom 82, 208%: M Pipe. 50 Irom 205. 
*4 3%. PNichofe. 17 Irwn 79.21 5%. J Otd. 
a from 40.200%: Mrs J Pflmar.. 7 bom 38. 
184% Jockeys: D J Buicrvafl. 5 wwmers 
Irom 27 ndes. 185%. ATtwmton. 5 tram 41. 
12.2%. CMy quafthers. 

WOLVERHAMPTON: TnKnorr M Prascoa 
25 anners Irom iCfl nmners. 22 9%. M 
Johnston. S3 tram 233.22 7%. M Meade. 6 
from 31.19 4%- R Guest 8 horn 50. IB 0%: 
P HasJam. 33 Irom 185. 17 8%. D Shaw. 5 
from 29 172% Jockeys: T CMnn. 7 
winners tram 44 rides. 15 9%. D Httfanri, 18 
Iron 130. 15.0%. G Duffleu. 27 Irom 181. 
14.9%. R Ftrench, 3 from 25. 120%. A 
Quit, 22 tram 196 11 E% 


GUIDE, TO OURiN-LIN0 TIACECABD’ 


101 113143 GOOD TIMES 13 (BF.F.65) IMn D Hoimsan] B Hal 128.. BWe*!{7] B8 


Racscard tunbe. Sa-frgure hum (F — lefi P — 
pulled up U — unseated nder. B — broughl 
dawn. 3 — lipped up R—refused D — 
tteqoalBied) Horse s rare Days once last 
rain* F i tta (B — Uintern V—visor. H — 
hooi I — EyesrwM G -counewmer D — 
(fishnet ntoner CD — course and distance 


vnra BF — hwlen tavowAi h blest race). 
Gong ai wtddh horse has mm (F — firm, good to 
firm, hard G—good S —atf. good to sol. 
heavy] Owner In brackets Tram® Age and 
weight. Ada plus any Jltrmnce. The Times 
Tirateeper’s speed ra&ng. 


2.15 CORAL REHEARSAL CHASE 

(Grade If limited twidicap: £18,524.3m) (6 runners) 


1B7 


1 rlZff-3 SEE MORE DJStNESS 17(CJ) l B I S)(JteigHey)PNicltoUs MI-12 . TJ Murphy 
J 31«-1 BANJO !1 (F.G.5) (D Meta) 0 NkMsoii 7-11-10_ RPwitap) 

3 217133- AB SHOT 211(C.RS) (ttsPPro^iDNWWson 7-10-13 . AThomton 

4 trap's EARIH SUMWT 17 ®.OJ.G51 fSanmrl Ptor, T«) HTwtteMteWtt 9-10 -13 TJats 162 

5 21/I2D- NXANIHACKER269(S)[J&JfiUon)sjMPipe7-10-11 .-. . . Clfeude -145 

6 1FV1137 GRffl«L TARE AWAY 700 (CJ3J£^) (Us P Pane) PHdPs 9-108 . SUcNeffl 
ETTKdZ-l Bdfyo 9-4 S« More Business. 5-1 fnacm Tractor. 11-2 An Stw.S-1 EafliSunvnt 14-1 Greenhfl 
Tare Away 

1996 BELMOHT KK6 8-10-8 A P McCoy (6-1) P Ktcfiofla 1 an 


FORM-FOCUS 


Sea More Business 181 3rd oMO to Suny Bay in handicap chase 
al Haydoclr (3m. good) wfch Earth Summit (Tib benei ad) 4915lh 
Bamo beal Whai A Hand 1W to 6-runner handicap chare al 
Chdlertam (3m 31 110yd. goodf. m Sfud 11 3rd cd S to Philip's Woody in handicap chase al 
StraUord (2m 51 110yd. gootfl todtan Tracker 461 T 1th d 14 to Hanakham in grade I chase M 
Chellerham (2m 11. good to tom). Greertrt Tare Amy 413rd 0M6 to Superior Finch to handicap 
Chare Sandown (Jm 51 ITOyd. good lo soft) 

BANJO is at last Infilling he promue and can oidclass Ihere 


2.50 GOOD LUCK NOVICES SELLING HURDLE 

(£1.898: 2m 4! 110yd) (11 runners) 


1 DRAMA KING 19F |Un V Guyi B Ljewetlyn 5-10-12 MctaM Bream (31 

2 064ZF-F LYPHARU'S FABLE 182 (tts G Mcfenaii r btrge 6-10-17 . .. - 

3 50-0 QUEST AN 11 (B) (S Netan] M Pipe 5-10-12 . —. C Mute 

4 5503-02 QUBTT MOMENTS 10 (Mrs L Unty F' Uupnt 4-10-T? . L Aspefl pj 

5 F-F4353 ROYAL HAM) 16 M IR Amnonl R Arreun MO-12 ... Ik R faiteon 

6 TYCOON TED I55F (Mrs M BustMamel W U Brubarnt 4-10-12 ... - 

7 043504- FORTUNES ROSE 220 iMrs A Gvrdl) J King 5-10-7 - - . T J Mntfqr 

8 64to6P0 HDIAN CROVW 16 (H| (P BucJdev) N Ihrmson 7-10-7 . .. 

9 300 REDHANDED 24 |P Bcxel 0 tacs 6-1C-7 _ _ R TbandDri (3) 

10 4235-63 SONG FOR JESS 14 (3 Jone-,1 F Jordai 4-10-7 - A Ttowton 

11 00606 Tiff SWAN 91 (T SanOHS) R Fiofl 4-167 .. J FfDSl 

BETTING. 64 Oiestai 61 The Sikh 11-2 Song Fur Jen 162 LyptonTs Fanle B-1 Drama Kjno. 
Morads rtavEd Hand. Fariwes Rose 20-1 afar. 

1996 AINSI SkXT B. 5-10-12 0 Bndgwh* |5-1j G McCour! 10 ran 


Op# 


3.20 FLURRY KNOX NOVICES CHASE 

(£3,625.2m 3f 110yd) (6 runners) 


128 

138 


1 213P61 RWffl BAY 14 (0.S) iFHvermod Raonni Miss H Kjnhl 6iM3 R Ttonton (3) 

2 2403-2U AMBLESCE 10 (S] (B Wn) Urs S A.ltaiq. 7-10-12 . _S McN&S 

3 46P6- CHARUFS FOLLY 236 ID Jtatfil B De Kan 6-1612 _ . C Maude 

4 023/562 LANDED GENTRY715] (K Bet! & Son LM) J O'Shea B-lO-12 MWoel Brennan (3) [ffl 

5 11P2-43 S>RMS DOUBLE 15 (VAILS) ilfrsL Seimm N T«iaoo41*itos 6-1617. TJeete 10O 

6 412116 STORMY PA53ACE246 (5)(Pluto PHatto7-1611 .A dunam 

BETTMG' 11-4 Antfleside 3-1 Rrv» ctry 7-2 SUmry^ Pasuga. 4-1 Landed GaUry 11-2 Spilng fauCte, 25-1 
ChaTie's Fofiy. 

1996-OR ROYAL 611-10 A P McCoy (5-4 tan U 6 rsi 


3.50 


DECEMBER MATOS! HURDLE (£3,155- 2m 110yd) (14 runners) 

BEAR HUG 67F (1 Jones' M Sheppard 4-11-5 .. .- 

P- BOLD BUSTH1 33F (B S E«r tale E H4aiuts| I Bdttm 
02 D6SBT POWHt 18 (Mn L WHiurns] D Bunfleh 611 -! 

40 FfTZMAURICE 28 iA«m) C Brocte 611-5 .... 


4-W KMG Df THffVES 8 (J Bdl) C Km 5-11-5_ 

LORD JM 42F lUrs S Thomas) J DU 6! 1-5 _ 

8 530006 UAflRAH 163 (M Applaby) A Cert-. 6-11 -5 

9 5 NGELL018 (J Bugg) R Ahcr 5-11-5. 

10 26 HBBMN HENRY 298 1C Tawsom B Srai ti T-5 

11 055/2 50L MUSK 22(6 4 P Panrashiai J lung 6:1-fi .. 

12 OPOOdP/ STORM P0KT SSfl (fl Pmh) H Hew 9-11-5 

13 44644 CRYSTAL £WEL 22 (Mrs I Pdmari F Hotfis 611-0 

14 2- S0LAZZI274 (Mrs 5 Fmkj) L CoMI 611-0 ._. . 

BETTMG. 4-1 OrM EhUa. 62 Ciydal jewl. 61 Sol Uuic. 11-Z Cnsi. 7-1 Nng 01 itmei (red Jim. 61 
Sfienan Henry 14-1 others. 

IMfc TOmPETDO 5-11-5 C Ueure 162) K T«9Di-ton« 9 ran 


1 4-11-5 R Thornton (31 

- 

.- DJHocM 

m 

. Slfctiefl 

n 

- MrR WWgtr[7) 

-- 

. JWaswp] 

- 

- L Haney 

— 

MrUAppMy 

77 

. _ . . — 

W 

.ILsrarenee 

. TJtfoiphy 

oi 

A Ttwraan 

70 

0 BurttwK (5) 

- 





THUNDERER 

12.50 Symbol Of Success 2.30 Ask Tom 

1.25 Ivor’s Rutter 3.06 Cariito Brigante 

1.55 Direct Route 3.40 FINAL STAB (nap) 

Timekeeper’s top rating: 2.30 VtKING FLAGSHIP. 


GOING: GOOD TO SOFT (GOOD IN PLACES) TOTi JACKPOT MEETING SIS 


12.50 EWaL CHASE 

(£6.840.3m 110yd) (6 runners) 


ZI66F5 FQ00BRW® STAR B 
P33F-HJ AARDWOLF 14 (BF. 


. .(FoodBratenLtd]Jffltort 7 - 11-10 -PHUe 

S) (Lady Camti Dvnpttsr) C Brooks 611-7 GEkaBay 
~ ‘" liehotam 7-11-7 I. _ A Magufa* 


22PF6P BUCKH0U8E BOY 28 (6£) (ftwty Boys) D Nkft 
22U1-1U R1AMISLANpl4(DJ,e3)(DrBAtaanHORRom611-5 ... Dtoft ^waw 


/3-11F1 


SYABfflL OF SUCCESS 15 (DJ.G) (MOTRuaifl Swift UWItans 61610 *S 

4U4326 rttRMAT WARnOR 199 (5) (Kotesh Hen) J Otd 61610_CUBw^n 

BETTMG: 62 Aadnctf. 11-4 Buctnouae Boy. 7-2 Ftaxr biatf. 61 F wfiwln Sim. 7-1 SymPtf Of Success. 

161 Themal Aama 

199ft AARDWOLF 61613 6 Snaky (7-2] C Bnottts 4 ran 


1.25 DOUG BARR0TT HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£4.970. 2m 6f) (12 runts) 

VAF.6) (Mmhaigl Mn^612-0 _ A P McCoy 
FATHER IT 


mhcMliin 

110 (p/.ELS) (T Marts) P Bomb 4-11-7 A 


201 711112F COUCHANT 14 j 

202 2222111 NAME0FOA1 

203 341 IM meOSHP 17JCD.GJ5) (T Benflddl) N Henderson 611-5 -...MAI 

204 1FFI2-2 GRan^liff.aS)(l**rBro«)jainfiI611-5 _ ._PHds 

205 033-253 rtHJBTCE raU-H 14 fi) (Mbs SBtontetoJ Old 4-11-3. C Ltawrtp 

316 526211 MRS FLUTTER lOID.fi) (W Peny) 0 Etaeci* 611-0_GBraSey 

207 121023 5tffRW 38 (F.G^JJT ffleml J Hfe 61613 -RDamroody 

2DS Ol 61» CHARWI’SHiaJ. TO (ftS) (Bddgigs IN] G Battng 6169 . I* E Bebnokn (7) 

209 5331-Fi ROYAL PKR17 (DijS) (A Datagtarfi A J Wltsnn 16 i 0-7_WlkMnt- 

210 51236P AIWA50LHL84 IF) (MSt QMoq) 0Sienntf 4-165_MRfCftMds 

211 16364 R0BMQ010 (V£] (J Ho*) J Marita 6161_R Johnson 

212 305-348 B30 SAfllE 10 (F^LS) (Test vakyPamnM ft Stow 7-160 ... DGMegfier 


134 

140 

136 

138 

139 


141 

130 

134 

137 


Lvg tsaitfup: Bend Sate 611 

BETTMG: 62 Name 01 Oar fate. 61 Fnmfcftlp. 61 CtndonL Grow* 7-1 toft Finds. 161 Muencc 
Pedtor Snolfl IklWrgo. 12-1 nOioi 

1996: C0KSWY BOY 11-10-6 H MUanssn (20-11 Mrs J Ptean 5 m 

1.55 HENRY Vin NOVICES CHASE 

(Grade U: £12.560:2mJ <7 

301 206121 OB3 SONG 14 p^ASKMis A Dews) S Do* 7-11-7_DBddmaeM 134 

ffi 110361 CRACK ON63 (Df.6^1 (D Pqpat) P Hobbs 7-11-7. RDuwomly 120 

3C3 710161 HOH WARRIOR 42(D£^ (D AOponj C Bnaots 611-4_G Bradey ffiB 

304 221611 OfiESlff SPADES n(DAS|(Mn ft tatfenlNlKtevlMea 7-11-2. CUstoMfl ]■» 

£5 13P2-12 DRECTRanE3iraFAS)<Mnni|nanJHniBdJoki»611-fl_APMcCoy 140 

W 67112F- HURRKAHELAWZ73 (DA5) (Ur 5 MeF Wtoch) D fidUsai 611-0 _ A Manuka 

3D? 43-04(11 SPACE TRUOra 7 (D/fiS) Mrs JHj*BW(lia 611-0_MAFfcgenM 118 

BEmNC 5-2 Spaa Trader. 61 Dnu Rauls. 7-2 Qjrai 01 Spades. 11-2 CAtf 1 ; So® 1i-2fitf Warier. ?-! 
Cmcti On. 161 Htncare Lanp. 

1096: MULLIGAN 61141A UagUta (4-6 My] D WdiOtsm 3 tsi 


PFORWFOGUS; 


CtoeCs Song beat Grant Nut 1K1 n 5-nmner mice chase to 
Ascsl (Cm. good to sofl} Crack Chi beat Bayerd 41 m 3-rnnner 
„„ howa chase at DmosIow (2m 2 llOyd. good lo firm), hoh 

wamor ted Cheryl s Lad Tffl m 6-runner nonce chare al Martel Risen (2m II tlCtod. good). 
Quean Ot Spates beal Direct Roide (71b bettor off) neck in S-remer grade I novice chase a 

-- - c -- - -“ J . . i tell in 

novice 

dare a Hayflod (2m. sfltf)7 '' "" " 

HOH WARRIOR recorded J deceit Una a Martel Kasai and could be » W d «dua 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRAINERS 

Wins 

Rm 

% 

JOCKEYS 

u>- - 

P Bonen 

3 

(1 

375 

R Dtnwody 

29 

0 Nicholson 

2S 

Ml 

31R 

A Magdre 

21 

J Did 

11 

41 

XJS 



0 Sheraoad 

9 

48 

19.fi 

A P McCoy 


S Dow 

5 

3b 

m 

D BDdSwato 

6 

P Hates 

6 

% 

1S.7 

C tterettyo 

5 


102 284 

92 22.8 

19 21.1 

99 18.6 

36 167 

<2 119 


2.30 MITSUBISHI SHOGUN TINGLE CRfflCTROPHY CHASE H33 
(Grade I; E33.11D. 2m) (7 rurms) 

401 12126P ASXTDM32(BFJ)7.G^)(8aMa1-Bn)M0TTa»611-7_RGszdty 

3F2-154 CHJBATE18 flVASliSBtftrtBridgePtors) CtoKi611-7 „ MARzgeoU 

.. RDHDMddr 

A SK- 

«J 0 112160 OR ROYAL M (&BFJ)jFjxS) (0 Jdnsoaj UPipe 611-7_ . ARMcCov 

407 V333-12 VKKFUSB# 11 emjr/3^(RoamFoods)QMddlsB 1611-7 . ^ ftJotane- 

BETTVS: 168 Omoi Dart. 7-2 fiUBgan. 61 Or fltqtf. Vang Ftegrtp. 61 AsA lorn. 261 atoes. '• 

1996: SOUND MAR 611-7 ft Dmoody (1611 M E CTta* fta 4 tan • rl 

Kfajron Davis beat Ftflysewidatoeis ill in S-nmnei dare at 
Fsi’i-KniSB(2m,good) OrRoyafSKI&doM1 toSteplyDasbeig 
to grade # fnaicap chase ai Ascol (2m 31110yd. good.to son 
Viking Ragsfaip 912ndot6to0mttan grate I dose al Hudingdan (2ra 4t IH^d. gsre 
in 6^nnner note B hamfics chase a 6 Mk Ota It 
(17tt wwqRlA 


premute beal 
110 yd. good to 


Mitegan (ifflb mme olfl 51 in 6-runnef grate ._. 
i soft) irtb Ask Tom (teals) puDed up and Oh So 


The imperious VWN6 FLAGSHIP can put some young pretenders lo the snort' 

3.05 WHUAMHHl HANDICAP HURDLE HI 

(£34,458:2m 110yd) 121 runners) 


13011-3 POTENTATE 28 
01021-1 SUES 40 
/14356 SLVB1 GROOM 
1200-83 _ 

122611 POTTSTS GALE 1! 

IV BaJATOR 378(0 
20111*1 STORWrHiWEfi 
1Z12F-U CHW-YO 20 (D£J 
1512P-2 PRHCBU15H}. 
141128 CARL/TO BRS4NTE 
111631 ELAA6AHM0U 15 
135840 GREBHACK14 
-453304 NCM1ANIAGE7 
ZP12-21 GLOBE RUMB) 
OrtVIl NAtfUMAUte 
232622 lEWNNII 
11-2 ALABANG 35' 


■AS) (J Wseden) M Rpe 6I1-T3 _1 A P McCoy 

MdtenLB) CRocae (le) 611-13.. C Odnyer 

?T.S) [Star a««g Ptsy U Cta«wi 7-1W_DByra- 

Arter.JteJBnadhn)NTHkn-Omes611-4 CLMjn 

AS) (J Pttotf) DMd*dwn61I-2 _A Hurt* 

(Ptfechwtad G Baldhg 611-0 ..BFMon 

8PJS]HVteaCgraii5-1612_ ttAFtepAl 

VWny)J Otd 7-10-12...G 


71S0. 

:154 


^j^iflSSitpViSSto i" 10 " 10 ai 


AS) (J Amto) P Hotts 6167_~_I M_ 

“ (AMm)M Ctapran616B.. ^ WWWUaiter 

■„ g). P* Pfttoe rJLtf) J J DTlefll6166_DDutortw; 

.G) (C SpeomhaiU 0 L Uaas 6164_HBacUifT) 

, (I Swart) SSotags 6164_IbSltetB) 
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Pottrtrt. 12-1 Eta Agap Mou. 161 Cartfa Bnguto. 161 BatUcr. Km. MtaMfi. 2D-1 <* 

1996: MAKE A STAND 610-8 G lortney (6l) M Rpe 15 ran ' 

^ 3 to Mareito to handsap (u*at^5» 
to soft] with DanBgokuT3fl] befleroff) po« 

h-„. yiysaars'ig!,",]! 

P 6 bMa ^ 211 WLGarttoBrioanS(2Sibtf 

rurai 
nnwr I 

T jf [ In b-mre ranotev mrae at Ascot (Zm 110yd, »&)'«]« itamerf'i 
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saittaaSaas! 
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to head for 


Mick Quinn, former footballer, has found new 
ways to spend his time and money as a trainer 


C ourage cranes in ail 
kinds of forms. So 
does love. So does 
folly- A first-season 
trainer knows that better than 
niost. A first-season trainer 
with his first runner just days 
away: standing at the-top of 
the G resta Run with terror — 
no, not terror, really not terror, 
just the knowledge that the 
road is steep, slippery and 
marked with the disasters of a 
thousand thousand who have 
gone before. 

It helps, then, if he knows a 
few things .about horses. 
About racing. About business 
management and finance. 
And many, if not most trainers 
learn such things from birth, 
take it in with mother's milk 
and father's mood. Racing is a 
sport about the study of nature 
and nurture: and their inextri- 
cability. That is true for hors¬ 
es, true for humans. 

It takes a braye person to go 
in from the outside: and an 
exceptional one: to succeed. By 
success, I don’t mean training 
the Derby and the Gold Cup. I 
mean avoiding .bankruptcy. 
Away, then, to the bottom of a 
steepish rise in a field that ties 
a stiffish hade away from 
Lambaum. To stand with the 
latest supplicant at sport's . 
least forgiving altar. An ex- 
footballer by the name of Midc' 
Quinn. 

Quinn, aka the Flying Fig. 
aka Super Sumo. A big. : 
unsveke man who scored 
goals: stacks of than. For 
Portsmouth, Newcastle Uni¬ 
ted, Coventry City among ’ 
many. A notch above journey¬ 
man; a notch below top-dass. 
And he was a player with a 


*>»<■ > • . . 


reputation. Reputation is a 
bad word in football.' ~ 

. * Ukes a diink. Likes a gam¬ 
ble. This being synecdoche: in 
truth,' Quinn liked several 
drinks and always liked to 
follow racing wafleefirsL That 
is true of many people who live 
- blameless and effective profes¬ 
sional fives. But in fbodbell, it 
is enough to make you -*■ weti. 


SIMON 

BARNES 




not a marked man. One that 
people are wary ofiL 
People were wary of Quimt. 
Sharp-minded and unable to 
resist a quip, a - relish for 
Hying. He has never cared to 
disappoint people who sought 
' the traditional Wacky Scouser. 
(WhoTras it that said he would 
gjvea good deal to meet a noo- 
wacky Scouser?) 


And the horse spun in 
horror at a paper beg and 
tried to rim home, and the lad 
(female and employed to do 
the secretarial work in this 
fledgeling set-up) turned him 
back the right way, and Quinn 
muttered almost to himself: 
"Got tiie moral fibre of a 
peanut" You may insert your 
own four-letter words into 
Quinn'S remarks: it will save 
me a great deaT of work. Don’t 
stint yourself. No harm is 
meant by it, any more than T 
mean harm 'with commas and 
fall stops.. 

Marry footballers are at¬ 
tracted to racing. At the races, 
you can be flashy, boozy, 
noticed and admiral.- Many 
footballers love a gamble. The 
romantic loucheness, if I can 
be permitted such a word, of 
racing is tailor-made for the 
archetypal, footballing. Flash 
Harty. , 


H ow can you make 
a trainer from 
such a person? An¬ 
swer: you can’t 
But gambling and boozing are 
not so much the exposed part 
of the iceberg in Quinn's 
nature, as the layer of paint on 
the top of tire Eiffel Tower. 

Quite early, in his foot¬ 
balling career,- Quinn got in¬ 
volved "with 1 ownership. 
Naturally, he sent the horses 
to his friend, Mick Channon. 
the England, footballer turned 
successful trainer; He was 
welcomed as a regular visitor 
to the yard. And it was here, 
that Quinn was struck by the 
thunderbolt of love. 

He discovered that it was 
not gambling he loved, but 
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The mighty Quinn shows off two horses at his yard near Lamboum. Miss Dangerous, left, and Katie’s Cracker. Photograph: Hugh Routledge 


horses. Not racing, but race¬ 
horses. Soon, Qumn was in¬ 
volved in handling his own 
horses, leading them, groom¬ 
ing them, learning them. And 
Channon, seeing this love, 
seeing this helpless desire to 
enter the charmed circle of 
horsiness, seeing, perhaps, 
himself, broke the circle and 
allowed Quinn to enter. 

Many people go through 
some kind of crisis in their 
early thirties. No footballer 
can avoid it What to do when 
ihe music stops? Qumn want¬ 
ed to follow his heart into 
raring. But hearts only get you 
so far, as tire bankruptcy court 
will tell you. Quinn thought it 
a good idea to get his mind 
onside as well. .. 

A footballer who “Hkes a 
drink" is always typecast as 
wastrel. The truth is that 


Quinn has always Had a taste 
for hard work. And also, there 
was about his football career 
tire unmistakable taste of dis¬ 
appointment. Some who ach¬ 
ieve great success in sport find 
their appetite — for work, for 
success — jaded when they 
essay a second career. Quinn 
Has only tasted success: he has 
never had the chance to 
gourmandise. 

Hungry for work, hungry 
for achievement He left foot¬ 
ball and worked as an unpaid 
pupil assistant to Channon — 
Channon. whose role in this 
story is of a large-hearted and 
generous man. "Slight change 
man one training session a 
day and then go home. Slight 
change from the wages, too." 

A footballer is not used to 
mucking out but he gets a lot 
of practice at mucking in. It 


was no problem to him. being 
one of the lads. He also did 
three Jockey Club courses in 
training, two of which did not 
touch on horses at all. Finance, 
business administration: it is 
all very well being good at 
your job, but unless you are 
good at money, you are sunk. 

Quinn lived off his savings. 
Invested in a training estab¬ 
lishment Bought horses. 
Sought owners. Applied for a 
licence to train. Got it at the 
second attempt And is now 
training 14 horses, spaces for 
more. Flat racing in winter on 
the all-weather tracks is not 
the best treat that raring has to 
offer. At Southwell on Mon¬ 
day, it is the most important ‘ 
day of Quinn’s life. 

Fairy Domino and Katie's 
Cracker. Names with which to 
conjure. And Quinn becomes 


the third professional football¬ 
er to train racehorses, the 
other being Francis Lee. He is 
inclined to stress rather than 
hide his footballing origins. 
His horses will parade in a 
blanket rhar bears a foorball 
logo. Quinn himself prefers 
the footballer's shell suit to 
cords and Barbour, a baseball 
cap to a flar cap from the shop 
in Jermyn Street in which a 
stuffed cat smokes a cigar. 

He learnt to ride but doesn't, 
much, feeling you can see 
more from toe ground. He 
was a child of toe inner city, 
and horses were a passion that 
came late in life. In childhood, 
like measles, the horsey pas¬ 
sion is easily shaken off. If 
acquired in later fife, both are 
deadly serious. 

A feeling for horses. More, 
toe ability to trust in .your 


feeding for horses. "She was 
just a bit special. 1 just liked 
the way she walked." On such 
feelings* Quinn has unbelted a 
fair amount of the readies: and 
staked his future, his credibil¬ 
ity as a person. 

It is hard and brave to do, 
this, even if you have been 
bred for the task and brought 
up in the smell of it To do so 
from the world of football, a 
world not only unhorsey but in 
many ways quite unreal, is an 
act of rare courage. And love 
and folly, of course, as 1 say, 
but nobody goes into horses 
(or stays in horses) without 
lashings of those two things. It 
is toe courage that is excep¬ 
tional. Sumo Quinn sprinkles 
salt onto the arena of combat, 
adjusts his loin cloth and 
crouches on his mark. Let 
battle commence. 


YESTERDAY'S 

RESULTS 


Sandown Park 

Goins: good to soft (goad to places) 

1.00 ten 110yd MU 1, Country B» 
Dunwoody, 3-1 taw; Richard Emm's rad; 
Z Skycab f 10-tj; 3, ftacay An. ES-lf5l 
ran. a. aj ICng. Tote: E 33 Ct Clio, f± 60 , 
£9.00 OF: £21.20. Trio: £222.40. CSF: 
C47.T6 

130 Gm 41 110yd eft) 1. Wflsa King (C 
Ltewflyn. 3-1): Z Barons Moor CS-Tj:3. 
Aniah (5-1). Dams CwraferlMfeM 5 m 
NR: &njgrtaf* Port. Nk, 1*1. J OB. Ttoltf 
£150; n 30. 12.70. DF; ETjOOl OF: El 1 SSL 
ZJDS (2m « hdte) 1, Sang Of The Sword ffS 
Bradley. 11-4fc Z Ptospao 0-1); 3, 
FiiyamB Oast (13-2). Noisy Mrar7-4fcw.0 


ran. 9,3KL J On, Tote: £330: £140, E2S0, 
Cl 30 DP 0430. Trio: C1&70. CSF:. 
£2647 

235 On 41110yd eft) 1, Date Antes M 
Mogupe, 13-1): a Anton Rocks jf-lfc 3. 
PiS^s Woody (4-1). Redeemywume» 9-4 
lav 8 ran. 2W. IVSl Mm H tfWgtt. Tote: 
£14.10: £2.70. £130, DP £8040. 
CSF: £7535. Tricast £31408. ; - ' 

3.10 [3m SI 110yd cM 1. Santee (D 
Bridgwater. 2-1): 2.V5har A Hand (138 lav). 
Only ten finished. 4 ran NR: Lite fctafem. 
11 P Hobbs. Tola-1230. DP E2J30. CSP 
£529. 

3.40 (2m 110*1 hde) 1. Tough Act (M A 
Rtzgarakf, 31); Z Uafrt/ (14-1); 3, 
Aurora De Cerisy (94 tsij. lfe ran. 9.101 
Mrs A Pwrett Tcte £330; £230. E2.7U. 
£130 DF: £5430. Trirr £0430. CSF: 
CS842. 

Jackpot no) won (pod of £3*41.74 
carried toward to Sandown Pnk today). 
Pbcdpoc C16&60L QuadpoC £1830. 

Exeter 

Going: son 

1230 (2m a hdte) 1. If# Wbtaca O Asp* 
4-1): 2. Swn Stow (0-1);3, PlwinraM. 
Lad Mtogen 3-1 tav.flran. d. iLJPcuton, 
Tote- £4 4&E130 El.70. £1.40. DF.CmsO. 
Tna £24 DO. CSP £3638. Tncast EM0.77. 
120 (2m 2f eft) 1. Start Gum (D Safer B- 
1): 2. Gten MtawP-iJt X CtoWte's Chdw 
M 1 - 11 . Sr*nbafHb 7-2 tav 10mfll.1L 6 
Ed-Jrtfc. Tow E&20: «30. E3L60. B3U 
DF- C62-40. CSF: ES338. Tncast ES32.75. 
Tno £21420. 

130 [ 2 m 21 eft) 1. Bowdnon Statfe JL 
Asp* l-rfav).2.Penry«»Pilr«B&ii: 
3 Arfefe Ptan PS-TJ- 4 ran. 12L fbi. J 
GfltoldToto: El-10- DF: £430. CSF: £333. 
9.9K ian 71 110*1 eft) 1. Mstarteri nwtto (A 
nmnton. 5-1): Z Sped rf Acceurt B-l); 3. 


£3.00: £ 110 , £130. £130. DP. £5 « Trwr 
no 20 CSF'EII-SO 

330 &n Ef 1. Stefert Rasta (G 

£1 30EL2Q. DF: WO 70. CSRW4 48 
ptje^pot C11Q-7U QuadpoC £1430. 

Hereford 

good, oood to soft hpfacea 
12.40 ran II Supermick fC ^te^i. 

, loranSlefVl.aaBon^BDjrpJofMon. 
3£1 Z Ot Uatofl pO-lf.3. 

gsffjafasssfta* 


r$r C13.75 Tricast £30.71 
a is 


SLflMi B«viaaa Sm- J* 

EfEBli £2.10. £330. Of: £5.00. CSP 


Sararfto Duke 5 tetf. « tort. N* 
» N Bianca Tna 
cfjaw.io. ri 10. DF. £7-80. Tub £230, 

S S?w WNdsW ’■ 

j TiEantfrU: n 

£3 50. Of - W 1.10. Tjm. CS720. CSF: 
ES-4 78 Treafit £19044 _ ■ . , • 

MO pn u 8«) 1. 

McCarthy. «-D: 4 

Daro/ SeC (5-z. fagt t6 «a n. y t« W 
cSa 111. 71 0 Shenjwd. lott 
ClOT. B* Wax DF: WftSft T«W 

C1020-CSF £3051. „„ 

PacaspotEwaa. O*dpetfirao. 


By Chris McGrath 

AS IFin rebellion against tiie torpor 
of its' suburban' enyvomneni, tbe 
stiff fences and unforgiving hfl] at 
Sandown Park yesterday more 
resembled landmarks on a battle¬ 
field. Even with jnst four runners, 
for instance, the thundering upheav¬ 
al of the Boris Europe Handicap 
Chase required unflinching courage 
from man and horse alike. 

For Buck Jakes, the American 
grey imported with fandful ambi¬ 
tions of winning toe Marlefl Grand 
NatiooaL toere Was toe dismay of a 
sokfier who finds his resources 
inadequate in toe tine of fibre He was 
polled up in tbe back straight 

For Incbcafllodi. _ beginning to 
crack as the three remaining runners 
approached toe second last, there 
was a direct hit — a horrid -fall onto 
his neck, from which he and Rfchajnd 


Dunwoody did wefl to emerge even 
in the gingerly fashion they (fid. And 
for what A Hand and Timmy 
Murphy, the desolation of a siege 
that is finally forced to yield, even 
with relief in sight They had seized 
(he initiative approaching toe last, 
hut could, not endure toe final push 
up the Sandown hill. 

It was left to Samlee. who got up 
on (he post for an improbable length 
success, to tum such inconsequential 
drama into a lesson for less frivolous 
arenas: never despair. At one stage, 
David Bridgwater had even consid-' 
ered pulling him up. Thirteen days 
earlier, Philip Hobbs had saddled 
Samlee to win over the big fences at 
Aintree. Yesterday, as he tailed off in 
the bade straight, it looked very 
much as though his experience of 
National service had converted him 
into a conscientious objector. 

Sarah Hobbs, the trainer’s wife. 


said: "David could only school 
round for a circuit, the horse was so 
spooked and worried by toe fences, 
and he thought about pulling him 
up. It’s strange, they can react that 
way after jumping brilliantly round 
Aintree. It was only when toe other 
two took a pull at tbe final turn that 
he could get batik into the race." 

Samlee. having confirmed his 
gallantly, wifi next go into action in 
the Welsh marches. The sponsors 
leave him unchanged on 12-1 for toe 
Coral Welsh NationaL for which a 
penalty takes bis weight up to IGst 
Sib, but the Tote cut him to !H the 
same price as What A Hand. 

The latter’s last-gasp defeat com¬ 
pleted a miserable 24 hours for 
Murphy, who had received a 30-day 
suspension from the Jockey Club on 
Thursday for persistent whip of¬ 
fences. It was ironic, then, (hat some 
felt toe poor fellow to have waited 


too long before trying to galvanise 
Bengers Moor in the P & O 
Developments Norice Chase. This 
time, toe hill was not enough to 
thwart Wise King’s decisive dash for 
home. 

His trainer. Jim Old. vacated toe 
winner’s enclosure only briefly when 
saddling Song Of The Sword for toe 
next, the Boris Crown gap Winter 
Novices’ Hurdle. Graham Bradley 
gave Lady Lloyd-Webber’s griding a 
brilliant ride in front here, 
demoralising his pursuers one by 
one. Though his own mount also 
tired, walking through toe last two, 
Bradley had preserved enough to 
hold on by five lengths from Pros- 
pero. Old said: “He is improving, 
because his attitude is getting better. 
He used to be wired to the moon." 

Another superbly aggressive ride 
— this time from Adrian Maguire — 
secured toe Boris Lriliott Handicap 


Chase for Oatis Regrets. As at the 
wedding feast a! Cana, however, toe 
best wine had been served first 
Country Beau, who won the Decem¬ 
ber NH Novices’ Hurdle by eight 
fluent lengths, is inspiring toe 
grandest hopes in Jeff King, who 
usually restricts regal airs to his 
surname. 

“He never jumped at Newbury on 
his reappearance, but had the best 
bumper form in the country," the 
trainer said. "Long before he ever 
raced last winter, I knew he was toe 
best I’d sat on in a long time." 
Certainly, there are more medals to 
be won with him. 

□ Leighton Aspeil completed a dou¬ 
ble at Exeter yesterday on It's 
Wallace and the potentially high- 
dass Boardroom Shuffle, but later 
broke his left collarbone in a fall 
from Brave Highlander in the ALC 
Windows Handicap Chase. 
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THUNDERER 

12.40 No Gtnvnidks. 1.10 Edelwris Du Moufin. 1.40 
NkjeTs Lad. 2.10 Sfcrcflh RoyaL 2.40 Macgaorge. 
3.15 Second Fidde. ■' ■ 


GOING: GOOD 7]0 SOFT __ 

12.40 STEVE HDMBLES BIRTHDAY NOVICES 
HURDLE (£2.903:2ffl 7Q {9nnws) 


1 D-21 ARCnCRKM 

2 32-1 ARDR0NAN2D 

3 "33-1 "NO G8MCKS1 


Ms M flenfey 5-11-6. 
JJJtTWI7-11-6 „ 
a JflbGaraUS-IW . 


—_ PNtan 
AMcGrth p) 
— PCrtwny 


8 52-3 REVOLT 18(BBTBototoS-11-0 ----V«A*r 

9 m- PiwrTMMirth it team* 7-iW _ bsmt 

M m GMnktai 3-1 Mom.7-2MmB. 6-1 ACBcf^Pafefca, 16-1 «i 

25-1 Osteal Derate. Oqjai RetU, 50-t Ptamran. 


1.10 WCK WARDEN NOVICES CHASE 

(£3,756:2m 4f 110yd) (7) 

. 1 - Ml Sfi^as 0U H0UUH15 (0f.G31 G RttnnJs __ 

pcamery 

TiaWwMM-Uttar 

E Hdsrte 9-1 l-O —— PNtan 
ES) UTttBfeter 6 -tl-O - it GUM 
IW fxttiff S-TJ3J-- BSan? 
S MW 7-113. 

MrJC ufcn(7) 

T 6- BYSMBWK 481 R'JUtate'S-tM -ICJofesm 



WErtetoekDHUfluai.4-1 P 
12.1 IMm Da IMfelte. 16-11 


, 7-1 fteft Un GnkL 


2.40 EMMHRIALE SILVER ANiNVHtSARY 
HANDICAP CHASE 

(£6,500:2m 4f 110yd) (9) 

1 PH* CNS»JQKSI7(CaF33)5lUaM4l9-t23 UrCBamr(3J 
Z 2Z1- IMCSEOHa 210 (CDAS) 8 Lm 7-11-10_PMM 

3 44F- RMDOU ASSAULT 289 0)l 6) D Mctntun 8-11-10 

HrOMbPbrtfll 

4 -611 CUMBRIAN CHAUBKE 18 (IXIFAS) 7 EaeWliy B-11-10 

5 41-3 BEAQtt WAD 21 (C033)JJOnWi 9-11-3 RMcGraSifJ) 

' 6 1VF 1SSYW7fflXOJjaS)MWEtefeby 19-10-12-Ban** 

7 -SF1 REALTtffhC7jD/ASOGftriardi7-lM-PCataoy 

6 4342 UAStetB05TW7 (BAUAS)nWtadhiaw9-1D-1 WDraa 
9 14» REGAL ROUPBt 15(CF.GJ) tie S Safe 9-104) 

flMfenlS) 

7-2 tad Tonic, 9-2 CtenMn Ctafeoge. 11-2 Uqpm Rudgn Assart, bsjte, 
7-1 feg4 ftamer, 8-1 Bndqr Heed. Mote Reetn. 18-1 Easby Jotar. 


3.15 EtACtHG CHANHB. NOVICES HANDICAP 
HURDLE (£2.945: 2m At 110yd) (15) 

1 3-F9 S0U1HBW CROSS 3 (BFSj U W [Maty 5-124).. B Stony 

2 020- URKSWi.224 J F&tated6-11-fl-PCrtMiy 

3 -T31 SCOTTON GftEB) 15 (OQ T Eastoby 6-10-11 LWyr 

4 1302 RENQH1HE CLOUDS 9 (ft J Upnoi 5-1&-1B_R Sin* 

5 • 4H5.' OUR MAH MAN 19FJ9 R MMatar 7-10-9_DBwUey 

6 P4-P WHAT J84 WANTS 25 J J (THafl 4-10-6 _ DJ»rtl(7) 

7 M3 SECOD HD0LE 110 Brora 7-10-3_UBtencto 

8 3040 ALIASCHJB811 MsSSafeB- 10-2 _ntMnsi»(N 

. 9 -GBZ RAMHG STAIRS 28 (Bf) E RUanfl 6-1041_R Ban (7) 

18 OP-3 PRMMEWART UHAtom*5-104_RllcfiaUip) 

11 &3P DAN DC MAN 14 Mb L StddaN S-MM_ UFMet 

12 04- ffAAD 394 J NatMB-T04___Glee (3] 

13 6344-UOOttjeHTVBflWE 9 Ulttoe 5-1WJ_ J Cstogtoit 

14 GA- M5TY 85V 545 & Flora 8-W4 ,_i_ MrQMcfWim 

15 DM BOMiVRKG24LLgngo5-104_W0prthg(7) 

11-4 Rung SUr, 9-2 Seal® Grate. C-2 Stwftcni Qws. tefcM.S-l Raacb 
Tbe Chnfi Seen) FUdte, 10-1 PriraBhe FtaM. 12-1 raws 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


1.40 ATS HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£3,574:2m) 0) 


TRADERS: Uts M RMfejr. SZ ■taas fmn IW iunaR, 268%; D 
. MEhoU. 17 fem 64. 2 B Bk G nidaods. 28 hm 117, 2 IW; T 
EasWby.17 Iram 77. ait. 0 Buna, 4 Iran 23,17.4%; l 1 * 90 , 
5himfl,16.1JtJlitoeBll15lHini97.15St;iilsSS«rai,15 
, Iran 104.14.4%.. 

J0CXEY& P Ntan, 47 Wiikq too ITS rid* 2B3*. Fcabany, H 
tan 44,2x0* L WML Mm IH 23.8%; R Bust 17 tan 81. 
Mflt, U BHWfe, 4 taB 25.15.4%; G I*. 3 knm & 110k tt C 
Ban, 3 tan 28,10L7% 

’ Raring next week 

MONDAY: Southwell (AW. first race 1.00), Ludow 
(12-35), Musselburgh (TZ20). 

TUESDAY: Huntingdon (12-30). Plurreton (12.40). 
SedgefieW (12^0). 

WEDNESDAY: UngMd Park (AW, 1.10). Hexham 
(1250), Leicester (1-00). 

THURSDAY; Fakenham (12.4Q). Market Rasen (12.50), 
Taunton (1.00). 

FRIDAY: UrgfleW Park (AW. 12,40), Cheterthem (C4, 
12-45). Doncaster (12^5). 

SATURDAY: Cheltenham (C4.1245). Doncaster (12 05). 
Heyctock Park (BSC, 1240), UngfieW pak 112-30), 
Wotwertampton (AW, 7.00). 

Flat makings in bold 




-- BSkny 

.— U Foster 
NHant3s(7} 

_RGmt 

4-10-13 - 

PHfeen - 

8 144 DR BONES 0 ‘ 1 ’ ’ r0l p^H 

9 3211 sywcB.ap!&s) fA nte 9 - 1 ^ —^r:. PC ’ rt ” nf 

4-1 HgErs.trt.94aUCW. kr\ DtartU-ft 1S3S * 2 *^ 
MfcSdtalttgLDBeiB. _ 


2.10 MttiW HAMDICAP CHASE 

(£6,730:3m 10 (4) - u • 

2 ^ 

il-IO Mart h aMr.lW StUh RoyaL 7-1 Wfe*- ^ rm y t 

□Taufan*s Mdody (ridden by Johp M) and 

Mongol Wanior (DanyU ** 

Pm Max Sicard at Toulouse tomorrow. 


THUNDERER 

12.45 Qutstaquay. 1^0 Museum. 1J50 Rakarona 
Beati 2.25 Ehtefaal. 3.00 Price's Hill. 3.30 MuskhitL 


GOWG: SOFT _SB 

12.45 BIF STOKE PARK NATIONAL HUNT 
NOVICES HURDLE 

(Quafifler £3,008:2m 51) (12 runners) 

J GoMstein (7) 
- H Beny (7| 

_ GTomjr 

- D Urty 

.. JRKaMagfi 
_ PHo*YP) 

> .... DByme 

-SWyme 

BPomf 
.... CWtfeBI 
, H Brookstaw (7) 
WHran 

5-2 (rtsta^. 3-1 h Re Oort. 9-2 StortDO) Prate. 5-1M FRe, 10-1 Ma^ac 
Mbb. Lunrtit Pt*. 174 WtaU 68.20-1 t&os. 





1.20 PtiHY BID COHDinONAL JOCKEYS 

HANDICAP HURDLE (£1,895:2m) (10) 

1 540 SPRKTFAYRE 31 (CDJ^S) J Lon4-11-10 . GGdtagferfT) 
i -PPZ AM9 Stir B. 5 (B AS) e UeCout 6-11-9 ... Guy Lere 

3 12-4 MUSEUM22(S)PWBtanhE-11-7 . . -- XACpnp 

4 MG UHrrEDFWWT8raJ«mfc5-ll-0. TBascart* 

5 Iff. BE BRAVE 282 (S) T Ellralngtoi MHO-L Cmntee 

6 0-45 waanSBROGEEWL 181 waara 6-10-10 . ..Etetood 

7 045 8LA2E OF SONG 7 0 IMnHe 5-10-8 .. E Cataghan 

8 33P- CMtt0194 (CJLF.&51M Banc H IM .. W Greana [S) 

9 -31U H04BflrS WISC 17 foWMrtnta S-IM-J PWta 

ID -5PB MEGA TO 14 J Pnfen 5-ltWl-JBoUsWnP) 

5-2 toft Soi I. M Musaon, iJ-2 Sanrtrtn. KragMsOadge Girl. 7-1 Bae a 
Scng,Uen»ys Urtc. 12-1 IPdad Frol Be 8a*e, State. Mt&a TA 


1.50 TOTE NOVICES CHASE 

(Qualifier £3,966:2m 61) (10} 

1 MM RANK AVENUE SO M PUran 5-11-0 . -_Wlfestao 

? M H3HYC0WE24(G)MrsVIH sitaS-ll-a — 5Ki*y(7) 

3 531- UJTTBtrnCffi1aUre^TG*BneB-11-0-SVtynca 

4 323- MTICHQiS BEFT 224P A HolBBBs*wtb 11-11-0 

Buy Lewis (3) 

5 1/5- RAWnMAKAU32flPS)SoaonEarle7-11-0.,- BFowrt 

6 7P-0 SPAJBSHBV0123 NUnftrt 6-11-0-A Bates® 

7 00-3 TEXAN BAHT 20 P.G.E) N lutaM-Lboft 8-114 

JGtMrtnP) 

8 PM IWHBQCAN5G0W 10 AS]0GaSjpy9-114■ VSMWy 

9 3-W CtXJNTKYSTK410(US)APJOOB8-1M-GlfcNI 

ID 3-S5 RRTYIWDIH11 N&!Mfi7-10J) ...MSturrt 

11-4 Latter Trtrt Tbb Bter. 9-2 ferny M MieMh ScL lO-l Bant 
(turn, Fet^tato Ora. 12-1 (teem Beau. Ik? Usmans Son:. 30-1 often. 

□ Trying Again is to run in the Tripleprint 
Gold Cop ai Cheltenham next Saturday, his 
trainer. David Gandolfo. confirmed yesterday. 
“I was pleased with him in the Hennessy as he 
didn’t get the trip and the step down will suit 
him at Cheltenham," Gandolfo said. 


2.25 SYLVIA MARSHALL HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£2,443:3m) (12J 

1 031- GRUNGE 302 (COG) D Item Smtti 9-1M0. G Upton 

2 12-5 EHIEFAAL 30 (CJf.G)JK*ig 6-11-8 _ 4tarty 

3 5-22 BAMff HILL LAO 1DJB) C Itatot* MI-7 .... JR ICwarogh 

4 0-12 0AMGER HAW 11 (D.G) MkR SN 7-11-5 .. V Sbsaon 

5 M2 RIVER CHALLENGE 31 IG) J llpsan 5-11-4 ... G S* 4 ppfe f5) 
e 44-3 rKHMOOO POrWB (Gl B Umgan 9 -to-IO _ . B Oflanl 

7 21P2 ST MOLIOH LEBURE 23 <F) MHnfeS-lM - J A McCarthy 

8 1521 SAUCY **14 <F,G) P ft* 6-HW. E Hustend O) 

9 DIB- aUNGOUR 238 tf) P Hath; 7-1M --. GTonnry 

10 14-4 VAlRnNGFORffAHfTB 14 (D.F.5) C Smlh 7-10-0 VStamy 

11 U004 HWOrtiA 15 Ito 1 Pltawon 7-10-0_ C We» (5) 

12 V3- UEGAMUNCH 471 R Judes 9-10-0 . Gary Lyors 

7-2 ferny l« Lad. 5-1 Gaftqe. Sucy fen. 7-1 Drag* Flynn. 9 teuton Lttsure 
B-l flnra Orateqe. 10-1 ta r tin tfa y e ai c. Elnart. 12-1 Ctenpu. 14-1 
ram 


3.00 N L M HANDICAP CHASE* 

(£4.401:3m It) (7) 

1 10F- SR LEONARD 267 (BUI D Stmnod 7 - 12-0 J A McCarthy 

2 1142 CABOTS CRUSADER 20 (F. 6 ) D Gartnlfc 6 - 12 JJ . G Upton 

3 PP4- HAVE TO THHK 228 ffLF.S] P Nteiote 9-11-12 

L Grants (5) 

4 320- A N C EXCESS 294 S) J King 9-11-9. -. J CUKKy 

5 721- FWCFSW1352(COSlhfirify 10-11-5 — PHentey(31 

6 13-1 FORTUNES COURSE 30 (CQ.FAS) J Nng 8-10-13 WMaaoo 

7 4-33 HtLLTOK7taLS)R8tftap11-ltW_ ..Rate* 

2-1 Carole's Cncadei. J-J Pnces Hil. Fames Canse. 11-2 Si Leeramf. 8-1 
Hm Id Thai. A H C Egress, >U Tik 


3.30 WEATHERBYS STARS OF TOMORROW 
OPEN NATIONAL HUNT FLAT RACE 

(£1.371:2m) (16) 

1 11 ISJSMLL IB (ELS) D Nictetsai 6-12-0-R Ibsscy (31 

2 t- LEWESO0M MANOR 199 (D5) P R IW*o 6-11-11 

JRKKKrtl 

3 P31- RALLYB0UjEV 231P (S) C Bronte MM- MBenyfT) 

4 RR0GANER Mn J Wran 5-11J-DLeahy 

5 3- BRUSH WTH FAME 248 P Hotel S-1M-CTormey 

6 0 COUNTAE27JJdlerufl4-1M.EGalaghan 

7 24- C0UN1RVMAN 2» T Gearae 6-11-4.. S Wynne 

8 DSN csnURY Mn J Ptnra 5-11-4.. RSarrart (7) 

9 BW ALIEV PRWebta 4-11-4 -JAMcCarfty 

10 FATWR MCCARTEN M Ptinn 4-11-4_ flftwel 

11 F0UNTAH VBJUE M Mrtpnck 4-11-4.— JPmn»(7) 

12 MARKET SPHMGER J L fenfc fr-11-4 .— J&wfe 

13 FWJlBlRlSJKnqB-IIJ_ JCufaty 

14 257 S&BfTACTION643NSraOi5-114 ..UShandl 

15 CRAZY CRUSADER D Gamufe 5-10-13 .. G Upton 

IE PPP- SHARP ALKF 215P A HalOn^MlSl 6-10-13 - Guy laws (3) 

8-11 UuettoH. 7-1 tapne. Den Catay. 8-1 lawsan Mara, 10-1 BnrJs 
Wlh Fane. 12-1 &w*yrm 14-1 gaO^taUn. 16-1 teas. 

COURSE SPECIALISTS - ~ 

TRAILERS: Stan Eala. 4 wmrs tan 6 nfotn. 66.7*16. D 
NxMsm. 28 tan 72,383S; Mcs V Mtans. 4 horn 11.364V J 
Long. 3 tan ti, 27J\ tfe J Plmac, II Horn 46. 239V J 
Jtanen. 4 tan lB, 222%, K Bader, 12 tan 80. 260% N 
Hentenon. B tan 41.195% 


JOGKEYE. E CataoMi 
framig.n.lVHfea 
114V Only qurtben. 


3 toimK. tan 8 nfes. 3TtA. 0 Bmt 4 
7 ,3 bam 19,15^5; WMkM. 10 tan 68. 


Blinkered first time 

Ch®*STDW: 320 Spring Dou&fe WETHERBY: 2 40 Master 
Boston. WOLVERHAMPTON: 1.35 Danes To The Beat 2 10 
Zermatt £45 Mr Majlca. 355 Rax MuncS 


Dorans 

Pride 

returns 

DORANS PRJDE, Ireland's 
leading Cheltenham Gold 
Cup hope, has the opportunity 
to deliver a swift reply io Suny 
Bay at Fairyhouse tomorrow. 
The eight-year-old has been 
displaced at the head of some 
Cheltenham betting lists by 
last Saturday’s impressive 
Hennessy Cognac Gold Cup 
winner. 

However, his big-race odds 
may well shorten if he dis¬ 
poses of his rivals in the 
Ir £35,000 grade one Hot Pow¬ 
er Chase with authority. 
Dorans Pride’s only defeat in 
nine completed outings over 
fences came when he finished 
third to Mr Mulligan in the 
Gold Cup as a novice last 
season. 

He will again be ridden by 
Richard Dunwoody. who has 
already steered him to vic¬ 
tories in both toe Kerry Nat¬ 
ional at Listowel and the 
Morris Oil Chase at Clonmel 
this term. 

Klairon Davis was declared 
for the race, but will run 
instead in the Mitsubishi Sho¬ 
gun Tingle Creek Chase at 
Sandown this afternoon, a 
race for which he will start 
favourite. A spokeswoman for 
his trainer. Arthur Moore, 
said: "He has been declared 
only as a precaution in case 
Sandown is off." 

In the almost certain ab¬ 
sence of Klairon Davis, the 
pick of Dorans Pride’s remain¬ 
ing four opponents look to be 
Merry Gale and Opera Hat, 
first and second over 2*2 miles 
at Naas last month. 

The division of opinion over 
the respective merits of the 
leading British and Irish chal¬ 
lengers is summed up by the 
Gold Cup quotes from 
Ladbrokes and William Hill. 
Ladbrokes has Dorans Pride 
at the head of its marker at 5-1. 
followed by 6-1 Suny Bay. 7-1 
The Grey Monk and KM 
others. 

William Hill, however, has 
Suny Bay leading the betting 
at b-l, offering 7-1 Dorans 
Pride. S-l The Grey Monk and 

12- 1 others. 

Big-race field 

2.10 HOT POWER CHASE (Grade I: 
£22.750:2m 4ft [El 

Ml DORANS PRIDE 31 (CD.F.G.S) 
trained fcy M Houngan 8-12-0 (ridden 
by fl Dunwoodyj; 41-7 KLAIRON 
DAWS 45 (C G,S) A L Moore 8-12-fl (- 
); 2-41 MERRY GALE 15 (C0.G.SI J 
Dreaper &-12-0 (N WilHamsan): 15F- 
CORKET 228 (D.G.S) A P O'Bnen 7- 
11-8 (0 F Swam: 21-P .EFFB-L 15 
(G,S| A L Moore 7-11-8 (C O'Dwyerl; 
312 OPERA HAT 15 P\D,G.S1 J 
Farter 8-11-3 (P Caibeny). 

10-11 Dorans Pride. 3-1 klakon Davis 

13- 2 Jeltefl, B-l Merry Gate. Opera 
Hat. 12-1 Corker 
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•'! 


ALFA ROMEO 


ARENA, DERBY • 01332 375330 


FISH BROTHERS, SWINDON * G1793 5126S5 


NORTH GATE, CANTERBURY - 01227 7EG551 


97R Alta 155 2* TS, Ate Red. LaHtter. Sunroof-AOJL BCP AHa CTV Luuo, ProMO Red. LsatW. Ah Con £19*95 97 R Ato SpWnr Lww. Mat Gra* AA5. Alay&, ABS _ROA. 

B7P A^Sji^2JJT3U»K>,A©dGrt>wi,RRS.A8S.C21,«0 AHa 145 CScvMhI, Alb Rad. CD. ASS. ABey&ETWOO 96P Alfa 1M !*TWn Spark Sdpte MM5W A9aj»£17;Z5D 
gap AK»14S2JTSCto*ort««t Mfll Red. Survtxrt .£73,331 

9<M Alfa 164 3* CJowrtte, Grm Laaflwr.Wr Con £1&99S 9SP /Ufa 1551 JIMn Spark.MMBfaa. Anting. ABS _E13,750 
OTP ABa 155 2HTS, A& Red. Sunrool Afioys. A3S.£12*» _ 

97 P Alfa 146 UTS, Mat Grwn, PAS, ABS. Aloys. C12.99S 83L Alt. 331 Jhg. MMaHc Grwn. Sunroof. PAS.-M*96 9SI Alta 1481.7 Ito MM Eton, S/Root, ABS, Al8rm_£9,795 


PERRY'S, HUDDERSFIELD • 01. 


ARNOLD CLARK. EDINBURGH * 0131 444 1*73 | HERBERT R081NSC.N, CAMBRIDGE • 01223 


S6P Alfa SphJar Luuo, Tropcal Gicen Lf». AC„-t22,98# 97R Aft OTV Luwo, Ntf Bk*>, NW/rel Memo UW _P£XA. 87H AM GTVL Tropical Groan, Sunroof-ROA 

BBN AHoGTVUisso. AMO Blue. LB 11 A/C. S/Roof. .£17*68 STP AHa tW 8.0 W, Black. Air Con. CD, A»oys-*20*85 grp AKiSpIdar Luno, THankm, Rod Memo. E/H .04*95 

9 SN AH* 1 B 484 J Super, Ganoa Blua. ABcys. ASS. Xl3,468 B6P AH* GTVUmo. Mat Slack. Sunroof. CO__—E19J95 
98P AH* 165 UTS 16 *. Star Wide. «& Alloyo Jt14* 99P AHa VWH TlttnUm. Suwwt C0___„-£1S*9S 


87P AMi 148 UIMn Sport, Mat Gtor Sunroof—£13,995 


BSM Alfa <46 1 j 6.Mol Blue. MS. flamofa C/L EAN.£7,288 S5H ABa 145 U, Red. Sunroof, FSM._ 


_E7*95 OTP Alfa 145 UIMn Spark, Prateo Rad, Aloys._£l2vU5 


ARNOLD CLARK, PERTH - 01738 633511 


I AN SKELLY, LIVERPOOL *0161 254 200D 


LASGOW • Cl 41 5 


96P AHa 1 SB 2* Twin Spoilt, Had, Sunrotri. May0.£11 > 485 


»7R MB 149 1.61V, AMI Blue, Aloys. ABSL PS — .ROJL 97R A* Sptaf 2JIT«n Back.R«J Llhr. BR-P.OA. OT1> Art OTV 2* IVrt Spwh, Luma Green-£18,995 

97R Art 148UTS.TK)pical Green. &«ool. ABS-.. P.OA 97B Art 164 &* Sqpsr Auto. MM Pbim. Aloys. ABS.P.O-A. gyp ^ 15S i*T*<n Spar* Sport, Rad. Air Con -JI2.99S 

97P Alfa GTV SLOTS16*; AHa Red. CD. Ouch ffecfc£19S68 OTP AHa IS 10 Sport, Pram Rad. Aloys. ASS, MS.E14*96 
96P AHa 1464 Black, Quek Rack Simiing. CO _...-£12,988 9Sf> Alta 155 ZB Sped, Mel ram, Aloys, ABS. RA5£12*95 

96P AHa 146 Bow, Bordeaux Red. Sunroof. FVS _.-£7,688 96P AHa 1481.6 Boons. Met Sue. Aloys. AtarniFAS £8*95 S5M Art 148 1.716v Barer, saver, Alloys, Sunrool _£8*95 


IITALIA, COVENTRY • 01203 221144 I Lc - MOTORS, CWMBRAN * C1633 S76411 


96P AHa Sprier Ulf*a 2*is, Slat*, Leather. A/C£22*95 9SN AHa 164 3J M* Super, Mottfe Bfue, ABS—£16,495 97F Alta GTV Umo, Met Btacft, Leether, Aitys, ATC_£21^95 

S6N Alta GTV28TS, Red, Alloys. ABS_Cl MSS BSP AHa 145 2J) Ctonariaal, Ala Rad, ABS. CD—Cl 3*95 B6N AHa Sphtar Luaso, Mel Btack, LaaBier. A/C, CD *21*85 

ggp Ajfa 154 2 *TS Super, Mat Rad, Oedne Roof. C1B*85 97P AHa 1553*TS 16a, StarWWta. ABS. ABoys _E13*SS 87P AHa 1552*1Whi Sparic IGv, Mel BhM Alqya^£12*95 

97P AHa 155 SLOTS Super, Met fled. BecOic Roo*-04*95 97P AHa 145 UTS, Tn&ot Graer. Aloys £12*95 S3K Alta 1843* V524v Sqper Lumo, BlAVindjr—£10*85 

97P AHa 145 2 *TSOovntaaf,Star. Alryt. CD.-£14*85 95« AHa 155 UTS. Alla Red. Aitoys. A8S. EM £8£85 B4L AHa33 1 -Tie,HaKtl Back,Ttan Loalhor, EOT™E5*95 


12 r.T;nlh Approved 
Warranty 

« 

Full AA Cover 

* 

Vehicle History Check 

* 

Vehicle Inspection 

neport 

* 

30 D?y 

Excnar.go Pian 


Serviced & Valeted 

Cede Key 
Insurance Cover 


S55000 ■ MILL GARAGE 


ST. LEONARDS. HASTINGS - 014 


. P.OJL 97R AHa SpMar U Lusao, MataBc Slmr. 


JPJOK 


97F AHa OTV Luaw, Mai Btac*. RodMomo. At A8SP.OA. 87R AHa l46HArcSc Gray--—— 

86P AHo 164 U Super Lush, Pwrotaum. ESH, ABS*13*95 S7P AHa IS 1*. Protoo Rad- 

97 P AHa 14 *H Tttartum. ABS. FWB. Alarm. GOi Alqs C1M85 95P AHa 148 1* Lusss, Dtamood WlftHa — 

B7P Alta 155 2.0TS ISv, Praiao Rad. AHoya. ABS —£13*95 96N AHa 145 1*. Star White. Sunrool-E9*96 S7P AHa 155 UTS 18* Picaaa Rad, ESR. Sports RkIcJC12*95 

9GN AHa 1461.7 i6v, Titanium, ESP. Alloys. ABS. PAS £8,495 9SN ABa 1481.716v, Ala Bed. Smoot. ABoys-£8*95 94M Alta 155 2* Vfl, Met Ganu Btaa, ESR. FSH_£8*95 


APPROVED 
USED CARS 

iffy 


.£11*96 96P AHa 1452* Ctovsftaof, Ma Rad. Air Con_£14*96 

,.£10*95 9BP Alta 1482*0, AHa Rad. Alters. Sp6tor. CO-£13*96 


GTV msso 5XSP, Alpha red. Ufc 
fth r A/C, 1PK, 1 ire 
£2ULna 01992 501294. 


, Ini 96. 24) Xmo Protoo. 
um 1 r* Alya, CH Tan Llhr lot, 
1&GOO mm. £18*50 ONQ 
0171 370714OiAOtfL_ 


148 1* Hera, -97 R reg. Alpha red, 
may imcod. doUnny mUoagn. 
£11*50 ONO 0121 >44 7171. 


, Ml 95. 24) Rosso Protoo, 
nm 17* Alya. CD. Tab Lthr Inv, 
18J500 min. £18*50 ONO. 
0171T/0714QCAOm_ 


84. 
77.000 m 
Aid aUcrn. 

top, nqw. 


1992 K. YVUow. 
a, M ach laathar, 
FSB. hard Duka 
0181 3410133. 


AUDI AUTHORISED 
DEALERS 


ASTON MARTIN 


D67 95N, ChfUm Qrean, mad 


,,_arena, ago, a/c. 

PAHSH. 184)00 ml*, h 
£61*96. Wykabasm of Sooth 
Kmwlngiaa 0171 6896894 


D87 un«, mo. 97, BOdot 81no/ 
Cream 1 m. 7,400 Mb, CD 
tnclunr. mini eoad, moat aoIL 
£834)00. Tnfc 01344 845829 


Dovercourt 

Battersea 


_j nx 3 . 1 X 01 _ 

CrenpclHfoi] Alknv Spon.'. Scats 

92J Audi 13 Auio Cibfiolei. 

39*00 milii. Red 
97P Audi.Af.ySERjdt 
Tiplromc Gcaibct b.( 

97P AudiA4 UtTuihof 

llutf. SJ) 1 ) m— 

D. Aim 


rGretffL 
JO miles 


99UI Audi A4 1H 5E. Emerald Green. 
29JM.I miles 

96P Audi A4 1> SE Anftu 

Alum ini um Sihvr, 3^00 miles. 
Remote kxkmf and Wiluui Tran 
S4L ,\udi Uteits Quanto Esialc. 

Emanld Grevn, JT.OOU imles. 
94L .Audi ICO ZOEEsu Tornado Red. 

43*00 mOe*. Alters. Sumoot 
9414 Audi SO 241 It.V EsuieSE. 
ludipi, lH-^Oo miles, I CVner 

97P Audi A4 2* AvanL 
Aluminium Silver. 
CVnpji^JiTvvS^ftsSuspenskm. 

94L .\udi SO iOE. Saloon. 

Ruin Red. 31.000 miles. SunrooF 


Audi 

St. Johns Wood 

BSN Audi A-l 1*. Rognso. 

MXHW miles 

95M Audi AA I* SE Laser Red. 
:J4W0 mite, 

95M Audi SO TDi Atom SE 
Roguaa. I8.00U mBa 
97P Audi A4 TDi (110 bhptAvanu 
Blue PearL 7,010 miles 
S7P Awfi AA 1 -S SE Avatu, 

Minf Blue. 4,000 miles 
95N Audi S2 Avam quanro. 

Ruhr. II400 miles 
95N Audi Cabriolel Id. 

Byxunz, 15*00 miles 
95M Audi Cabnoki 16. Byzanz. 

44,000 miles 
S7P Audi Cahriolel id. 

Cactus, A.ft.10 miles 
97R Audi A 8 Z 8 Spun. Ming Blue. 
LOOO miles 

S7P AudiA84^quanro. 

Rubv. 11*00 miles 


ill 


Audi 


Approved 

Used 

Cars 


0171 924 5544 0171 286 5000 


98 'fork Road 
Battersea, London 


30 St Johns Wood Road 
London 



Aoto. dm- 


DB7 1997B 


Hide. Wood WbagL BfiOO sdlon. 

A* Maw. £73*96. Piload to MIL 
Patrick SolQmll 0X21 706 
2801 Sunday 0973 666659 


AUDI 


578085/ 01934 B76S76 (ofO. 


CABRIOLET 28 1997 P. mao. 
9000 Oh, IhIIHm vwllaw. 
black Ithi, ulr, hMh spae. 
£29*96. 01189 464978. 


HR AVAKT 94M. Blao Paul. MU 
Ithe. Air Con. 360 HBP, 6 itMd, 
ora mud 34K mla E464KW- T 
01763 662676/ 0468 166424 


82 Emm 94 M. 6 
SDraWblaek. A/C. __ 
lamp wash. FASH. 58X Btlliia. 

£24*50. Tab 01906 621«M 

towns k woaMasds) 01662 

51S121 tDCflcwl _ 


. 1994/1, 

Grean. Hi”* laotl aar. nUCoa, 
wary Ugh apac, S7K mis. FASH, 
£214)00- Tab QiMto 871060 


AUDI AUTHORISED 
DEALERS 




AUDI AUTHORISED 

DEALERS 


Rybridge HTtHH 
Audi 


AUDI APPROVED 
S«At 14SE4fc,AiMMMlSK 
AMS HUB. Atoj>Wlaeh,AB5, ms, 
Omrc GvaroL Inm (NvrAri 

h& Uten WUbm A fttonn, 

rental Ladme, W 8 x( FxU 1 

Uma.1511_£Hg495 

HP M MM TK Sn IllUyACicaB 

Gma. am I Cteam 

tirtd,MS.,1irla|.A|ujrxAbS. 
tkcVmfan, EhRlteia Rata 
Tfeirtv Rear Vfci Wipe. 
BSPAufcM IJjA omSF.HU 
htanL/urCqadrioaa&E 
WMM.CdBilindaDt.ms.Ahi, 

totSahAHS—-_£12*B5 

** Art Bl TIB 4k. OpU 9ns Ai 

brt.Ehrtc5BBMMS.ABS. 


901 Ami ffiSpm.rMbtaegWtat 
Ufa Alan Spoa 
SapnM RerSpiMa MS. ABS. 
Crtul liKtai. Ehi SBim J9SB1 
AUDI DEMONSTRATORS 
SIR Art AA I.UHH MUUpIfa fhmi 
litre Aahadt an. Haw 


mS.ABS.3YterWamy_CPOA 

HR Art M 13 TDI S£ WHIfa Ufa 
frt AMra* Dm. Aky Whcth. 

ABS, MS. ~ - 


< l‘m& 


97R And A3 lATSpn. 

Sdrt thn idtaf fcaofa btarc 
(tea: GrtnL Ikifa Km Safa 

ms. abs. rcmii ufac. itam 

WaJrM Sid: A FM A< BapL J 

tatewi-TPOA 

MhTbbsMm 
S tafford*h*e ST1J4ALI 

Tel: 01785 223232 

Aflat hours: 0966 112731 


Audi 

IflMM Audi M3.7 Span npmafc 

Ala 


. Umal (V* Span Sjwc* Raw 

Occok: Money SeM tfafed ScMa. 

fkOK mi Km Bene Sand, Game 


Cl 236 31 7010 


Franklin Audi... the forecast is quattro. 

S5rn RS2 * w r * + 237 £43,653 i 9JM 43 4.2 quattro * * * . » JOT 629,560 

97R fiC 4.2 quattro SPORT ***** 6T EP.O.R. I 97P £6 2.5 TDI quatlrc *»■»** 5T 620.750 

96N AS J.2 qu-tt.-C SPORT **»*+ 21T 64T.C00 1 97P A4 2.3 quattro * * «** ITT 623.500 

95H AC4,2 ciilttro SPORT * + ■*** 22T 633.500 ) 95?.’ A4 2,6quattro ** 25T 619,450 

S5M A3 4.2 quattro *•«*** 43T 629.500 i S5N S2 COUPE 4VV0 w * * . * 40T 627.500 

**:'crJ‘,C;0 3F;3 *w*2EATHE3 un A'9 wwwtLtATliEfi A'JD Ain w»*» *T0TAL SPEC C /y)f- ; ~v 

su p nd7, d S. Tel :0113 263 3431 


A S/'.nor Company. Eves 0376 524623, 0370 553534 


Audi 


AUDI WANTED 


A3 whataiL now 
01234 621101 

421239. 


AUDI 


H ER VILLAGE CARS 


tfttrM&f. SuiJt. 


m nUtewte IS E SOra, biar pAnod. kh, 


6 nk.cu ... 
mar. cu.iilcryt 
fates. c« . 


K Estate PaaherH 
ruZAQafa»A«] 
CbneUAmafa^J 

S2 Cause bdn Uk. av:.% Dr . 
AI US 'ArtSaM ckafae. ■Oar 
_MUT Spirt SdwB. 

^■TAu Enww^^fa 


HUSC7 


i Eaaw Amma, ate. cd , 


AS 24 SE Ant* QraOmcy, chart . 

CwuycLIjnDnSAi^fctaAc, a, .... 
Cam 2J E Baby isles. HIMfaabyt.. 

MUSIddrllaaaWM llifa . 

At U OaaMia Ouo (By. Ik. daaMe, M 
tAdluuaiaaB 


H U f Art CiUw Mama. es. M .«a. iBayt 

Com 1 * rt AqM.cn. afloyi ........ . 

Coape 12£tadiramic n.litejo. i i n .... 
HUSK EMMc camaMeMBLO.CW.faMi 
Cam LI IJV RiBt red Soyv rt, rt 
lliltf la,rn* 


1Hl4LAnuEjtMr4ta.iatoin.ee 

UR QaMtni Teaks wtMe. mnuC .. 

lot U £ An J Emu Khif part eo. tmlV>n 
SI li CPaafar bbd.cn. .. 


1VER, BUCKS. 

TEL.01753 650909/FAX.OI753 651019 


... .422^*5 
... UWH 
....UW 
. .. ilTHJ 
.... U7.HS 
... tltJW 

....mm, 

... nsm 
.... 41SHS 
.... fiim 

. 04 

... *W 

....X 1 MH 
.. 112*1? 
.... JULHSI 
....412JH 
.... IIW 
.... XI 8 .HS 
.... ilMH 
.... 

_ SISK 


rrar,k!inQS2D 


We 'saure tiw very Best 
niqn specdcabon Audi. 
Pease itiaptana Sman Fennel 
tor 3T enihusesbc response. 

01483 272 451 
or 0836 52 55 52 

A Sytnor Company 


BMW 


BMW 840 Coupe 
44AlltO,1996(P) 

Calypso Red MetaHc/soft black 
leottier. bolted cress spot® 
alloys, BMW Warranty unti 
August RS, 13*00 mies only, 
FBMWSH 

£45,000 
Mr Kendrick 

0115933 6933 


BMW 


218H 16n. 1991 H. mmuw had, 
79k ml*. FBMWSH. Alloys. sAr, 
start eaaorra. aU alac iukm . 
Kara model. EacaDot oond. 
£6*95 DUX 0585 380084 


3180 Lna. 9SM. Alaska BtaM. 33K 
ula, FnlWSH. Unto. aOoy% mx 
cond. Et3*9Soaa 0181 286 
0700fw) 0181 9488640 CM. 


2201 Toadn 0 Ante Eapd 9SM SO- 

nr ABS aar alloy* rad/caaa 

alarm 23k tab £17995 Duskbbs 
O ff 0161-624 2404 


3231 9-7P. 11*00 mOaa, had, 
Black lthr, amo. iVc, dill apdha 
alloy*, man wnr. £21*50. 
01892 514472/ 0973 211281. 


2 28138 96P. Coamea. 18k, 

Iwathar, P/fatag, ll-Tac spoita 
map, HaU CO, nwcl g r , 
B/spoOaK. £2S*Sa 01279 
30»18(WfaulS} 0X71 

28838670*011-FW). _ 


J33 Automatic 

Convertible 

Oo/f 3 xnte t*L 600 rain. 
Banco grmn/bop knUiar. gram 
bood. iporo wao, CD player, 6 
«be mol aunt tadukagdUeY 
b« ABS, MS. wlnf mbmr. RU 
OHO £34.750. 

Tel: 0181 958 3444 
0407313830 


Scotts Audi 


AbB AS 42 tjoattro Sport Vokaw BIk'- 

anffirart iy )iwrl|«!f lAimnlg. olHK, W® * 0 i pdt. 

colar not 4 * •rings, bmc. MM. dtods. i/KiaL 
gam rinoe pact. 10 sock cd. 18"afloy 
I3j60Qml5 £4dJ9S 

MM Andi RS2 Avast. RS Bine, tofcrf alauHso 

_il rmn ata. Wbag. traction. cftooL 

3J5 8 HP. IT’eamn cap atop. 10 suck cd 
39.1 SOmb H1 - 955 

»W And AS 4 2 qoattro. fegusu Green, ecm 
ireiar t & r scat pack, airfwga. crate, rest Wijxl 
pfshoaf. ton load Axis. W*. ICM- comp tion 
£35.995 

9fiN AbB AS 17 Spool EbkoU Green ambnfiie 
faulw* stem. l^rn^Ta^^^ control, efreas pact cruise, 
liar btmd bnm b/lfw. rflockiL soUr red. 10 atads 
cd. 18" alloy nteds. 3UM0mk £34595 

97P AtaS A4 T Sport. Atamreim S3rcr. spots 
rate cfinnte casireL ata. ac. mtag . OanmesL 
aw. - nS. cAnirrere. abc. comperi i ioa aHors. 
HUOOmb £21395 

9fP Audi A4 1^S£ Ado Amt Emerald Greta. 
jreiuwiAiw trim, rfam coomriL ate. airing- fnrT 
■nmea. ew. walreil. cAocteug- briar k^ustcre. a». 
i naYW. £2L995 

9GP Audi A4 L9 T 1 H SE 110 Avast 97>lod. 
Ahnanm Silver ntm. domra eortoL ate. 

twit nrtMgs. remaK lockir®. Seanresi. afc/c 
efwindows. cdxl. canpaittea dbys. 9^60mJs £60,995 
OTP Audi A3 T Sport Bine Pearl spans sete 
mctiQo. ifagy pWnxd ate. ew. cfockmg- 
Mr. edm. afsfc. abnn. rauyaiuon aHoji. 
4.480mb £20.495 

«P And A3 1* Sport Btaff Ptart, btae dote 
Stete ate. phftoaf. ram air bags, ncrion. remote 
locks, final snared. dUforinoa. fag 5gba 
xfjasakkHtz. 6 cri atufio- dloy mbtrit 
12J80nte £18.995 

97P And A3 Li. Abumnitun Sriver. aorhadre 
infajor. ids. airings, pas. phtoa£ efwirefewv 
cM Anbi rmL cdL me. Vh/nsti. tDoj wfaeels. 
dlOOmls £15*95 


CONVERTIBLES 

P7P An dl 2JE CWitiUM*- M»g Bte, btae 

h tyrd btae leadies'claa. iperi iste- 3bk.fK, 
cflodong. o/wierioiw v*- .i n a r .Tbi E .icc. 10 ; 
spokes* ri,960nls &£.*£ 

9SN AmU ZME An» Cw««rtak HHod. 
fcufusM Greea foil Mack Mix* i/rate itt\ 
con. power hcod ata afteA. *•*». 
a/cjjcck. 10 sputa: alJOkj. 32*iESSre C25.99J. 

77 P Audi 3SV CcraversHUe- Cxtta 
Green. kssher'ctaL*! aawts *ete *r*e» j 
hood ata.w ^E- ?»*■ «■“ «n»ra tacit 
a/wheels ||.680nd* £23,^95 

95 M Audi 24E Auto ConverliWc. Annan 
Giees. ecra lea*er P>»« !tooi *»■ 

uAm eta- xJ. atara & Lfloctaj- Ukd 10 

tfe fa aNr. 25.680mls CfflWS 

94L Audi 2iiE Convertible. Gytel SiN«. 
Idas jaerpurd Spans seals. Mae cuxfi load- 
ate, pas. c/lociaas- etawtaa* x4.' ***. 
walnut. imraobiJiser. 10 spake aHnv wbedi- J 
■vv 9S-, 

93L Audi 2JE CosiertiMe WMai Emfigo;, 
Bbe Pearl blue jaopured spom se te bte 
hood. ata. pas. eAnsdon o * . ictaog - ttabwv 
10 spoke allcnv. 2ti.9GCtnb £18JV5 

OTHER MAKES 

97K Porsche BanUr RtwWcf WMoA 
Asdic Silver faO bocsw red leadia. chw at 
control, lux pact tori Kp. taKUB. erabe. 
cfcoosofc. ata. edm. cdl altar »fteds- teal, 
spedfiCaiioa- 3Wmls 

97 R Mercedes Bern S aJi33fl. Gswa/Bfact 
quartz taaihcr. airom. aisle. hAIW. 4s a dli Hg fc ' 
<mnp yhieid. roof prep cal I alma, atafcddi. 

97R Mercedes Benz CLE20O. IW 9 *ed. 
arias leather, air condioaoing. eTroof. -4»' 
aiitwgs. crate cup bolder, cdxl. 5sp as■& 
alloy aheeb. IfiQmb GS9J5 


M 


0171 730 2131 c 


Audi 


BMW 


2201 Canardhhi, M ran 46*00 
ml*, 1IM Sttrn, HHL 09*60. 
0181 9619933. llOn-Rl 9-5130 


S2H Coup*. -9 3 L 31 *00 mfa 

Ufa Black teinf!te SraraoJCD 

wc. i#tr 

2792069 


eiiSSRii' 


3211 Towinn 977, Boatoa Cm*, 


MOI V 8 , Uin. FdU Spwc, LOtr lot 


iBHDornla. £1 

01922 458544/1 

/ 01543 454096. 


3281 Taaxto. 96P, Bafaoa Qnvu. 
A1C. adUbuna*. das guaxd. 
BMW atan. ITT 
06*00. 01732 764009 


OB sa Aa to "96 v Cam rtpt) 
■■pan ritno; liz mn iixn boo*, 
aakl fti ii rhui i/ rt alvnrti 
SMPWnic fare* bare. 14 X mtla*. 
£29*95 jJw w HB, Tab 
01252 617473 Owi») 01276 
32436 Cortert. _ 


2281 Cut, Pnrpl*. Gray Irhr 
nmpi p/htxxt. ei. nrer hreh. mx. 
FSH. 07495. 0860 998899 


Z3 

James Bond spec. 
Momflc Blue. OTP. BMW 
ABqjrs. twii aiibagt, ar 
f-IWteflWIrlg, l, *|t" wiBmlmT 


reoioae alatni, reoravable nereo. 
IrtBMriaie caodUoB. 
£39*38 

FbvrttueneUeigeraeaaa. 

Tot 0141 6210000. 


S2S St -97 B. 2*00 rtCfai; 


Mikw taMfa aura 
■Mb. amid" 



5414333 (Wk 6»y»1 


828i Bran900 


AIC, 


_ _xT«k0171 924 

1620 *tmA>181 789 3209 P 


■1% Alloy*. 
L Mon trakl J 


■40 Abul “96 9. SUrere/BlM Uhc 
sta.BSX.AJC, 01,8*00 
>*50, 0181 9S8 

0171 


663700/ i 


4Q4 40O1CW3 


730 SB 96N, 3«k mla, nret tehre 
/trelfai Mb 1 on ni, FBMWSH. 
all aaoal arts aanrts eorett* 
drt £34*95 01844 S&l 152 


7401 OVgrttiy revtdnd *U> TV 
■—*— mad lore rtlaaoa. 
Hare 01949 

861289 T 


8401 Wtotad with low nJUop« 
naan rntrahona Miami 
■taunt 01949 861289 T_U 


72811997 BtuOaFJaMIgiay.hiack 

llallMV "J*brelkln*y 

■aat*. cMiaare c unnu L GSM Ml 
HWW. CDl ffliin a pack, 
aacrowd, ona eaaM lady 
enrol tm nv. 20*00 fa&rt 

ran, £3i*oa oi8i 946 260 i. 


M3 Evo C onrai tQiM. 969, Dakar 
•gattow/Pna Black Ireflnr. ana- 
pllsd wrifa Hard Top 541*95. 
reathmi fa HU , 0181-5049511 


MB Ban Goopa, 96R, Dtmmd 
■ Black / Stack Laathar CHfaasa# 
Afc Loadad with £xm* £37295 
Martmfa HHM0181-604 9813 


_ 1996 It L_ 

r-fl—y. l her n ra MW 

Xrt> Hm Mm bote a 

anna • ban! top vMinng* 

srr, c ^fT^‘ , £° 0 6SS 

06382a Crtwr 6 FM> ' 


?- ‘'cl 



ml*. racantTy nrrtadL ■_ 

M» Condman. £42500 0117 

950191 li 0973 1148101. _ 


M3 Era Caopa. "W K. 30K ad* 

]^ G £33J&QQ a oiSl* TdSjgffi- 


RM1988 High Una. cat* emv 286 
hhs. 74B artn. areasDaM oond. 
^ 8 TOuq.^ 01664J77I59 1 


11 rt. rn air con. d m * 
reapaib OtOMBfaC lafaOM-' 
ten with «v MV India* 
£18*98. Q1268 Jt3Q2tXKT^ 


nan s»#c m hn, 

Btack/BMck taashrt *arv hfcfa 
spae 09*50 WPS <BX> Lad 
01636 612278/ 612847 


HW 3a Sw 7a Za VBB DK asac. 
»hi\ aaiti iMHiailnTal 0181 
4499873 tx OWL 4404328 I 


a 1*.*97 F. BUratfBMrt Mazbnr. 
■Bci* 7L 02500 Hauaacm- 
Mta. Tkfc01638 52773101} 


231* SBvadBMek Uta 
mflra. mat met 
Tab 0467 62321 


Z3 M apcin BnartaTat. fta die flitr 
DdMf NML aodar to voor 
Own mpmciBomrtn. wre 
TMaaa Baply to Bo* ffh B762 


3 Boadmar 28. Mat Monnaal 
BMa/Batga Ud Ante A/C. OA 
MaafcMtsf reOM-Mldb- 
aga. &4jQOq 01799 5HH1 V 


BMW AUTHORISED DEALERS 


Park Lane 


Cars Now In Stock 

97P 3161 Auto Tour SE Monlrwd Hue. F Or. R Rails. SE 
97P 316i M Compact Lux Boston Green. Lux Pack 
97P 316i M Coupe Arctic Siver, Air C-jn. Ver/ High Sp«r 
97P 316i M Coupe Calypso Red. ESR. CD 
97P 3161M Coupe Morea Green. Air Cm very Kigh Spec 
97P 31© M SE Bnght Red. F/Cfr. Air i^on 
96P 3181 Auto Conv Cosmos BacJ-.. BL<ck Hc«>d 
97P 31© M SE Montreal Blue. Air Con. F, Qr 
97P 31© M SE Cc^Tisci Red. Air Con 
97P 31© s Coupe Calypso Red. Sport Pack. Air Con 
97P 31BB M Compact Ice Blue. Uhr. Inrividuai Spec. Span 
94M 325i Auto Coupe Cosmos Bad-, ASC. AW. Air Con. very Ugh Spec 2;> 
97P 32© Auto SE Cosmos Black. Air Con 
96P 32© M Conv Monlieal Blue. Blue Hood 
97P 32© M Coupe Jel Bl>^. ESR 
97P 32© M Coupe Sport Calypso Red. Span Pack. ESR 
97P 32© M Coupe Sport Cosmos Black. Llhr, An Con. Lu* Pack. Alrm 
97P 520i M SE New Oxford Greiai. Llhr. Wry l-fc^i Spec 
97P 5234 M SE New Ovlord Green. MFSVtf. CD 
97P 52© M SE New Giaoer Green. Uhr. High Spec. 

97P 52© SE Auto New Glacier Green. Llhr. High Spec 
97P 52© SE Auto New Aspen Silver. Uhr 
97P 52© SE Tour Auto New Arctic Silver. Uhr. Ver\ Hngti spec 
97P 53© M New Verrroni Green. Uhr. Vary Bgh Spc-; 

97P 540i SE Auto New Ar.Mt: Silver. Llhr. Very High Spec. E<- Demo 
97P 72© Auto Ovlord Green. CD Changer 
S7P 72® Auto Onenr Blue. (30 Changer 
97P 72© Auto Vetvel Blue. M Spoke Wheels. IncSvidual Spec 
97P 7500. >>lord Green. Very Hugh Spec. Nav System. Rea; Pack 
94M S40Ci Auto Brigfit Red. Uhr. very High Spec 
95M M3 Convert Costthts Black. E Seal 5. Air Cori. \fer\ High Spec 
97P 23 Roadster 2JB Cosmos Black. Llhr. Air Con. Very High Spec 
97P 23 Roadster 2JB LHD Boslon Green. Uhr, Air Con. Very rtgh Spec 

Arriving In January 1998 

97P 318 TDS SE Boston Green. SE 

97P 31© M Convertible Samoa Bib. Llhr. E Hood. High Spec 
97P 31© M SE Monireal Blue. ECfr. Air Con 
97P 31® M SE Boston Green. Air Con 
94M 3181 S M Coupe Auto Samoa Blue. ESR 
B7P 3l8d Comp Span Morea Green. Spcri Pat* 

97P 3231 M SE Calypso Red. Air Con 
97P 328i M SE Boston ijreen. DSAW. Air Gin 
97P 520i M SE Odord Green. Llhr. MGSW. M Sus. 

97P 5234 M SE Aspen Silver. Uhr. CD Changer 
B7P 525 M TDS SE Aspen Silver, MFSW 6 CO 
97P 52© M SE BiarnlJ Blue. Uhr. Very rtgh Spec 
97P 54© Auto Aspen Silver. Llhr. Very rtgh Spec 
97P M3 Coupe Estcvil fate. Llhr. Very (ugh Spec 

Arriving in February 1998 
97R 72© Auto Oneni Blue. CD danger 
97H 72© Auto Cosmos Black 

97R 7504L Auto Cosmos Black. fOav Sys, Vary high Spec 
97R 840Ci Auto Aegun Blue, moiwlui). Very High Spec 

Motorcycles 

R1200C 3 A-zariaUe 

K1200RS 2 Available 
R 11 Q 0 RS ■! Avariable 
RliOOGS 2 Available 
F650 J Available 
R 1100 RT 2 Avalapie 

70 Park Lane, Mayfair, London. 

(0171) 409 3355 Sun: (0836) 328320 

http^/wwwtamwparWaoe^oaik 


7k 

£18.995 

7k 

05.995 

7k 

£18.495 

9k 

£17.995 

5k 

18.495 

3k 

£16.995 

3k 

[24.495 

0k 

£18.995. 

6k 

£18.995 

7k 

£21.995 

8k 

£18.495 

: 2 2k 

£20 995 

8k 

£25.995 

19k 

£32.495 

6k 

£25,995 

8k 

£28,995 

8k 

[29.995 

10k 

£26,995 

7W 

£27.995 

IClk 

£33.995 

7k 

C33.995 

5k 

£32.995 

7k 

£38.995 

5k 

£36.935 

7k 

£43.995 

6k 

C31.995 

7k 

£31.995 

11k 

£32.995 

3k 

£74.995 

17k 

£35.995 

19k 

£34.995 

4k 

£31.995 

4k 

£24.495 

10k 

£16.995 

6k 

£26.995 

8k 

E18.995 

8k 

£13.996 

V*. 

£17.495 

81 

£18.995 

IOk 

£22.995 

8k 

£25.995 

SK 

£26.995 

8k 

£23.495 

8V. 

£27.495 

8k 

£33.495 

8k 

£43.995 

8k 

£38.995 

6k 

£32.995 

8k 

£32.995 

Sk 

£69.995 

8k 

£54.995 

Fran 

P.OA 

From 

CI1J250 

From 

£6.750 

From 

£7.895 

From 

£3.650 

From 

£9.995 



Please part-exchange! 

At Sytner direct our biggest problem isn't selling cars, it's finding them! 

With Range Rover, Mercedes, Ferrari and Audi within the Group it’s not just I 
BMWs we require. In tact, at S^.er the best de3l is the pari-exchange deal. 


P 


DiM SSOCSi U: 6T S4CS-50 SCP 523iASE Lsatt.er. Tf2S.-.sr 

93K SSCCi A K :r Spsc 2'1 £33i5-S MM =2£i A S£ Tour Gc;-d 5psc 

02J SSOCi A Gsrd $z~:z 22T C31850 35N S25i ASE Lsotner. At 

S7R 64C-I A Sport va; :w 5T £p.o.A. S4M 525: A S£ Leaner. A r. CD 
35N 84Ci A Gn:r-d Scs; 3-T £30000 91H 525: A SE M-Tsch 5 Air 

OSM 75G-L A Fi.il Leatii.” tcT £41350 9-5P 52Ci SS Tour A:: Ccn, Alan" 

9AM 75CiLAL.-.;vv::-;'.'Aj- 157 £3335-9 9£? 5201 New Shape 

97R 7^Or A GSV.CC:vs 3T EP.O.A. 96? S20i SEGtCd cps-: 

97P 74C-I A MKs.Vi ScfJ ST £52 SCO 35N 52Ci SE CCCC Yalci 

97P 74Ci AGs: =<•>::; -.T £33250 Aip.na Cr.oiiic-si'2 Sc--:ser 

S6N ?A0\ A CSsiiS.'?/ T:p Hi?' 1". T £372SC 37R M3 Evo Ccr.v Hisn See: 

9CN 7CC:AT,- TTS £375C"9 57R M3 Evo Conv Sc:; Sce= 

96N 740i ATV GSM F-.:r-; 237 S37000 95? M3 Evo Conv A-jts An Cc-' 1 

95N 74Ci AM^c.oSce.; ?C7 £32250 97? M3 Evo Cor.v Gc.?5 Sss; 

«M 74Ci A Now Shape C.Brits 53T S25S5C 95M M3 Ccnv Air Cz-r,. 00 S:ac-; 

94L 74C< A ■,‘ass.v? Sso: 2-T £24 COD SON M3 Evo Cause i-tar Air, CO 

94L 74Ci A r ; n:i S3“s -2T £21250 DDL M3 Coupe GccL 7:Qfp 

94M T30i AC.'S-7 ;.!St Vi-c-v 377 £24500 97K M3 Evo ADR ADA CD St.- 

S6P 723i A G"P SsfC 27T £30000 SEN M3 Evo 4DR K:;rt Spsp 

96P 72£f AG :~.f. See: 227 £28350 9514 M3 4DR A.; Csa. ES? 

88F MSSSCSi F.-C-'p.; =37 £10500 «l«P 32&i A Conv Gees S:i: 

34M M5 6 Spd Gees Sc-ro OST C233C0 96N 32=2i Ccnw Liatn?-. Ajsa Ai- 

5!K MS 3J3 =;r,iiri A‘tov-. GOT £23350 S6N 3231 A Sport Ur:-. Autc A.r 

97P 540i ATV, GSM Fhpr.fi t3T £42503 96? 223 i A Tour G-si; SpiP 

92L S30i A r.-te. A-.- GST £17250 55M 3221 Coupe- S Jp4-p 

97P S22i A SE Touring G:cd Sr-:c - ; T £3:9.150 S3N S23i Coupe Maps.va Ssss 

97P 523i Touring Inc-ePpeSp:.-; £39350 96P 31Si S Coupe Gc-PJ Spe: 

Above a selection, a further 200 cars available. 


6T £40530 
£2T £32550 
227 £21830 
57 £P.0.A. 
3^7 SDOOCO 
1c~ £41850 
127 £2585-3 
■•S 3T EP.0.A. 
ST £525C3 
•IT £35250 
■ It T £37250 
227 £37500 
227 £37i»3 
£32250 
59T £25S5C 
2-T C24CC-D 
-2T £21850 
377 £24500 
E2T £30000 
227 £38250 
=37 £10500 
£23350 
GOT £31850 
t3T £42500. 
GST £17250 
-:7 £3:3.150 
i;: _ £39850 




B7P BlOStrtcWreofc 
H)Q«yD«Wlw . 9) E55.0OQ 

96M» 4.6 VB 40fl 3 Serin UID 
54 Saan 60.173^1 10TE39J00 

97R S3 322 louring SwRcbtroolc 
OaBrtlw Spec 2T £P.0A 

OTP B3 3J Cou|K SwttctAnnric 
rttel Spec 6 T £48.000 

OTP B33J! Coupe Swttctoonic 
ConmnensMSpet 21TE4150D 

S34B33.6 Coupe Swftcbtwilc 
End tel Spec ♦ Leaho. An 2T\ £36500 
95H B3 3 J Coupe StritcMnnlc 
LtoheiAk 32TC34A00 

95N B3 3.D 4M flntoimlic 
SuperaSpeCfLBpha.Av 20T £31.000 

Pemonsmuofts awWite nw 

812 5.7-7 Series 387BHP 

&2 sec K> flftreh - t7&*mpti 
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If your bottom line matters 
dial the number on ours. 


K 8 CSOnansU&rey. 19K-£48.395 

7 m LOT Arctic SMw. TV 31K__X33JB6 
7391A OrientiErey LBtt TV, 3K —£32*96 
TZH A Bbrittz Blue. Lftr. A/C. 9K.jn7.995 
7281A Ante: SaveriSte Uhr. 17K £31,995 
54* A Veroumt/Boge. 08C. tSC._Mi.995 
5WAC»yp9rfSftKA/C,41K ...£28.999 
54B A L&eriSBrt. AIC. 44K E18.M5 

5281 Tour CMonVSmd Btega. 6 K £34.495 
523 ASE SflvoriAnUirariM. 135K £29.495 

MS Ew Cpt ESteMtoy Uhr, 4K £TO» 

mew Cow Cosmos. A/c. IK._IPOA 

183 En Com Cosmos, Ute;2TK ...X41.995 

I ID Cpe CosowalAofa. AIC, 33X.121,895 

328 Con BssHo, Ubr. AIC. 11 K_E32j99S 
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3281 Cam Moomattolge. 6JX—£38*95 
328 Cpe Cosnns, Uhr. A/C, 185K £27.495 
328 A CpeBoStooAiw Uhr. 31K .£262253 
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Approvod Used Cars 
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91H 850 CW Mauntus Blue. ASC * T, S/Susp, 37K ___.i2S.995 

97P 8401A Spt Orient Blue, Sport_£49,995 

S 5 N 840 CIA Aranc Grey. Boftod X-Spakes, 32K_£40,995 

96N 740IL Cosmos Eftadt. Board Moral or. 31K _£42*95 

05N 7401 A Agcot Green. Air Con. AUoy 3 , 32K._£31,995 

93L 740i Fiord Grey. Air Con. Alloys. 61X_£18.995 

95N 525i ASE Odord Green. Alloys. ESR. F/Lighls. 38K £19,495 
94M 5251 ASE Calypso Rea Aloys, ESR. F/Ughts. 50K £16,995 

96N 5201 SE Tour CMord Green. Allays. A/C. 30K_£21,496 

96N M3 Con Cosmos Black. HiFi Speakers. 12K .__.__X39.995 

99N M3 Evo Boston Greer. Aulo A/C. Llhr. 19K_E3&995 

97P 328) Sport Monireal Blue. Air Con, Uhr. ah_£29,995 

9flN 329 Sport Bnahl Red. 1.2 Lite. ESR. 36K_.£24,995 

968 3281 A Tour Cosmos Black. D'Sookes, ESR. 20K _,£24.995 
95N 3281 Coupe Bn-^v Red. ESR. R'Spokes, Uhr, 26K £23.995 

B4M 32S Coupe A«3< Stkrer. ESR. Alloys, Uhr. 28K.£19*95 

96P 3201 SE Mor^a Green. Air Con. Alloys, S/Sb. I1K_.£20,995 
B 6 N 3301 SE Jet Black, ESR. Alloys. Air Con, 8 K ._ ... £19.495 

96P 31© COn Boston Green. Aff Con. 17K .....£24.995 

95M 31 an Comp Spon Boston Green, ESH. Alloys. 17KM4.995 

Over 45 Used Cars Available 


Tewkesbury Road, Cheltenham, Gloucesterlshirc 

Telephone: 01242 578838 


Open ? days a week Sunday lO.COam -4.00pm 
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81W, 20T, £55,000 

Sytnerdirect 


0115 924 1144 


BMW 75a L 
BtemcriSrey. Fid LteSw 
97P. Ds-Cnrenwiff UitopotaG. 
2ml Phono ESR Sd toy. M. Wheel 
fep Wfl. 7*00 Ufa SumWCar 
07395 

Wlggbu Winchester 
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This is just a small selection 


w v." w .alt w oodbmw.co.uk 

Slough ;Ehrks' Maidenhead rs-?^-> 

01753 821821 01628 680300 

Sunday 10am - 4pm 


r < ro. 




tomndlMCn 


ssaSsWssfsf'* 

re giS3 aBS?Sgb£i&- 

SSSffsasa* 1 * 

01908.282838 HigiSs 

Cara Direct Nationwide. 5Sf 


Reg Vardyll 


£3M66 

*S7MS- 

|0*OA 




Mill 


97R 8401 AUTO SPORT 
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96P 52© 

FidSpCC, 

17" Wh60tS,5K POA 


U3 CONVERTIBLE 
EVOLUTION 
Choice ot 2, 


. . iBIue. 

Rom my 

Office: 0191 523 7373 
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When in 
Rome, do 
like Rover 

Kevin Eason on why Sophia Loren and the rest of 
Italy see the old BL brand as the coolest on wheels 





C rowds of Armani 
suits parted as she 
wafted info . our 
midst like a goddess 
sent to dispense eternal wis¬ 
dom to poor mortals lost in a 
great cosmic car park of 
dowdlness. 

We waited anxiously for the 
whispered blessing, for could 
rt be true? Yes, Sophia Loren 
thinks Rovers are stylish. 

That’s Sophia Loren, screen 
goddess and nearest equiva¬ 
lent in Italy to royalty. When 
she speaks. Italy listens — 
which is exactly what Rover 
was hoping for this week. 

Anyone looking out at their 
driveway and thinking that 
their old Metro hatchback 
needs a wash will find this 
extremely difficult to believe, 
but in Italy, the name of Rover 
is actually chic 
That's Rover, one-time man¬ 
ufacturer of the staid, solid yet 
elegant motors nicknamed 
“doctors’ cars’* in the Fifties 
and Sixties, later unenviable 
member of the nationalised 
lame duck known as BL and 
now British offshoot of BMW. 

In this country, we have so 
many confused ideas of Rover 
that we simply do not know 
what to believe. Every time the 
company reinvents itself with 
a new image, something 
comes along to explode ail the 
effort. 

In a decade. Rover has been 
through three sets of owners 
and two major shifts in design, 
from lb years of Honda- 
dependent cars since 1980 to 
brief months of freedom that 
produced the new Range 
Rover. MGF. Rover 200 and 
the Land Rover Freelander, 
until BMW exerted its control. 

in Italy, there is no precon¬ 
ception about where Rover 
srands in die marketplace, no 
burden of history when it 
comes to writing out the 
cheque. 

Which has probably helped 
tn double sales in the past 
three years as the company 
aligns itself not in the category 
nf safe, solid cars but in the 
elegant, stylish bracket filled 
in die boutiques of Italy by the 
likes of Versace and Armani. - 
So successful is the transfor¬ 
ma non that the late Gianni 
Versace owned a Range Rover. 
Giorgio Armani has one and 
both the Armani and Versace 
companies use Ravers as com¬ 
pany cars. 

Oh. and the goddess also 
has a Range Rover, £48,000 of 
wood and leather luxury in the 
best traditions of English 





Armani. Versace: now Land Rover's chic 
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The Queen's F5B at a Rover shop. No old Metros, though 


carmaking, which is-why she 
was at a dinner on the eve of 
the Bologna Motor Show to 
underline the fact that Rover 
can equal style. 

All slightly unbelievable to 
cynical Brits, but there was La 
Loren squirting a new Rover 
perfume — only cm sale in 
Italy — on her ample assets 
and warming to the theme of 
Rover as a designer label. 

- Journalists in Italy don't 
think it is hilarious that the 
bottle for the new unisex 
perfume — Essenziale by 
Rover — is in the shape of a 
Rover 600 radiator grille. It 
makes sense to them because 
the Rover 600 — a car almost 
forgotten in Britain’s middle 
market melee — is considered 
cod there. 


“Look, Rover has taken on 
die impossible and achieved 
something not even Fiat could 
do. establishing such an iden¬ 
tifiable image,*’ said one after 
the gala dinner in a remark¬ 
able private palazzo where La 
Loren glowed under ceilings 
painted by Leonardo da Vinci. 
(By the way. she is 63 and 
really is that beautiful). 

More to the point, the com¬ 
pany will sell up to 65,000 cars 
in Italy this year, its biggest 
export market with Rover the 
fastest growing brand — out¬ 
selling Mercedes, BMW and 
all the Japanese marques. 

Launching a perfume might 
seem spurious, but Salvatore 
Pistola. head of Rover Italia, 
says simply: “Why? We are 
selling a lifestyle, a way of 


Off-road, as driven by the cognoscenti 
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La Loren is proud to drive, and even wear. Rover—which counts for a.lot in Italy. Bambinos, above right, can grow up cool with Land Rover’s buggy 


owning a stylish car and 
everything that goes with it." 

So Italian buyers don’t just 
go to their local dealer to 
rough up the money and 
wander off. In Rome, they turn 
up at the Rover Village where 
the kids play with radio- 
controlled ears on a mint- 


racetrack while mum and dad 
browse the village's. library to 
seek out details on the history' 
of Rover, an independent mag¬ 
azine road test on the model of 
their choice or take a drink in 
the Rover pub while they' think 
over the deal. Or simply 
browse the classic cars on loan 


from British Motor Heritage: 
a 1436 MG Magnene. 1407 
Rover Shp or the Queen’s 1973 
Rover P5B saloon. They can 
also buy the sweater, the 
watch. The bike, the boots, even 
the baby buggy... as well as 
the perfume, of course. 

The concept is based on the 


notion lha*. Italians will auept 
a Rover as a premium pur¬ 
chase. an accessory as stylish 
as an Armani suit, a Versace 
handbag. 

How long before the concept 
arrives here" NJor long, which 
is why John Parkinson, the 
company’s Europe:! n boss. 


was in Bologna for an insigh' 
into Rover Italia's succev;. 
And as La Loren sprayed the 
new perfume on her perfectly 
formed decolletage in from o! 
him. it must have seemed u><; 
just a thousand miles from 
Rover’s Lunehridge factory - 
bur a world away. 


Hundredth year of the club that nearly never started 


O ne hundred years ago 
this week, the remark¬ 
able entrepreneur 
Frederick Simms organised 
the first general meeting of 
what was eventually to be¬ 
come the RAC - his new 
Automobile Club of Great 
Britain. He hoped h would 
“become 3 national institution 
bavins the real and true 
interest and development of 
the motor carriage movement 
at heart". . 

Simms had become frus¬ 
trated by the way that the 
Motor-Car Club, which he 
had founded as the “Autocar 


Touring Club” in 189f\ bad 
been used for the question¬ 
able business interests of com¬ 
pany promoter, Harry J. Law- 
son, and had resigned. 

Aided by the disillusioned 

secretary of the M-CC, Har¬ 
rington Moore, he then drew 
up a set of rules for an 
independent dub modelled 
00 the successful Automobile 
Club de France, which Simms 
had joined soon after its 
foundation in November 1895. 

Though his old friend, the 
Hon Evelyn Ellis, had initial¬ 
ly tried to dissuade Simms 
from setting up the Automo- 


Lord Montagu on the man whose 
big financial gamble began it all 


bile Club, he wilk The punctilious 

ingly gave his Simms graded 

support once he I the replies into 

saw that Simms the "Noes”, the 


was determined to go ahead. 
Harrington Moore, as acting 
secretary of the proposed club, 
found suitable London 
premises at 4 Whitehall 
Court Simms leased the 
budding for three years and 
canvassed "gentlemen and 
friends". 


“Sympathisers" and the 
“Yesses", but of the 164 who 
had declared they would be 
willing to join the ACGB. a 
mere 30 lumed up for its 
preliminary meeting on 10 
August 1897. Ellis, who 
chaired the meeting, told his 
audience that he and Simms 
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were prepared to pay £200 
each into a guarantee fond for 
the dub. and asked those 
present how much they would 
contribute to guarantee the 
new dub’s running costs. Not 

a hand went up: it looked as 
though the new dub was 
stalled. 

Then, in stage whisper, 
Simms said: “Ellis. pul me in 
for the lotT With the dub’s 

immediate future guaranteed. 
Simms and Harrington 
Moore sd about organising a 
club that would — unlike the 
already discredited M-CC — 
“worthily represent in a truly 
national sense the best inter¬ 
ests of what promises to be a 
great national industry". 

On December SL the “To¬ 
day's Arrangements" column 
of The Times duly announced 
that the inaugural general 
meeting of the Automobile 
Club was to be held a! 
Whitehall Court. Simms had 
enticed members of the press 

to the event with an invitation 
to lunch and the news that the 
meeting would be accompa¬ 
nied by a “demonstration of 
the most recent types of motor 
carriages." 

Before long. Roger Wallace. 
QC, who had been appointed 


chairman, effected a merger 
between the Automobile Club 
and the rival Self-Propelled 
Traffic Association. The Auto¬ 
mobile Club, which became 
“Royal" ten years after its 
foundation, was beginning to 
exert a strong influence on 
motoring in Britain. 

I ts future course became 
clear as early as February 
IS9S, when" a meeting 
suggested that the club co¬ 
operate with the Local Gov¬ 
ernment Board in framing 
regulations for the design of 
motor vehicles. 

Henry Sturmey. the found¬ 
ing editor of The Autocar. 
suggested that the club should 
“endeavour to facilitate for¬ 
eign travel in motorvehi- 
des... keep an eye on 
legislation which would be 
deterrent to the advancement 
of auto mob iiism", and pro¬ 
duce a map showing steep 
gradients to enable motorists 
to plan their journeys to suit 
Their feeble power of their 
hors dess carriages. 

And Harrington Moore 
told members that the club 
was gathering information on 
“accommodation for motor- 
carriages... stores at which 



Frederick Simms: entrepreneurial founder of the RAC 


petrol and suitable oils may 
be purchased ... electric 

charging .stations... firms 
who undertake the repair of 
motor-vehicles jand] compe¬ 
tent drivers". 

It was the start of the 
tradition of RAC service thal 
today looks after more than 


five million full and associate 
members. What a contra*! 
with i897. when jucl U»; 
“gentlemen interested in road 
locomotion" constituted the 
entire membership of the 
Automobile Club, owning a 
mere 60 to 70 motor vehicles 
between them. 
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Ami-Loci Brakes, Dnsrr?4un^t« AlrSagt, Power 
riicnat £urr Ctinn: UUcr.'or. Scdric Sunroot, 
rnm Sr;: acc.-ii TTailbti. Cral.-sJ Lock.s; : 
UvnlaDillilin, EkoHs Door Mirror.. Lento 
Steering ChccL 4 Sputo HodloCauctic Pbycr. 
ElMlrir ijeriai. 


620_SJ i 


l^ANl iN XlFULUC PAINT) 

J2 MONTHS _ J249.W 

24 MONTHS . JS199.00 

}i MONTHS —_ A18?.M 

All cars arc idly sorrlcctl and valeted, and oar 
renub Incinde icunediate dcDrery to any 
Euinlantl desilnalinn. 


Talk 10 Paul jaduoc uf Jo rtn^ison 

AIL ELECTRIC GARAGES GROUP PLC 
Fleet & Coainct Managemeat Divisioa 
HIGH STMET HA.iaOR.V5. BIRMINGHAM BI7 03 

Telephone: ©121 427 5252 
Facsimile: <D223 427 4SSB 
Sert/Sun Tel: 6^543 492694- 

Alt Bcctris are Aulhariied Main Dealers far: 


'.i? o?7“. 

'.CHSfetl t? A DAlHftJS^SOfljic^MAZDA. SKODA 
Kirjlt.n w ■ c e - , 








ABACUS &SA 


VUIBUi ClWHUTS .-■ 


NEW & USES 
VEHICLES FROM: 


NEW Peugeot S.1Z2 
VW £158 
Estate £173 
4x4 £204 

MPV £235 
Audi £249 
BMW E254 
Mercedes £319 
Luxury £465 
Exotics £514 


USED: Resta £119 
Corsa £120 
Oto £122 

Rover El 33 
Astra EI37 
Escort £141 
Mondesi £164 
Omega £210 
MPV £218 

Contms £162 


«**HE> wiom m. w. 


FLEET 

MANAGEMENT 

^£10.00^ 



ACCIDENT 
MANAGEMENT 
FROM; £J .95^ 

ADVICE ^ tAT IN LJ M 

TiWVIteC OSOtJP Of-cCivpani'5 

FR0M: £OLOO p/m 

THE ALL ROUND FLEET SPECIALISTS 


TEL! 

FAX: 10192*11 J] tfl&ff-'EMAJr: jilatlnaimvc^^oIxonT 


•57P B55SPI03 ' -3T E1G2:5QB 
WB55GTD ; '4D0’m;s 299 0DO- 
•95H'F3S5G7S ,i- CT £191.500- 

WF355S:-.-V : -.- lot £^.033- 

— 3*15-^— 


red camcn. alarm, stereo. 
400 mm, Odto. 01334 82S343 
_«taw._gi3SB 742098 9m 


a» G74 Dtoo. «7S. fcmre, primfap 
S6X. lowaoe tor 13 uku*. F8H. 
Cl a.750. Tel 01349 057468. 


Oiaor "89 0 Mea, Ante, Btoe Sara. 
MJB POIU Mdn. inunac Qnowft- 
"nr. FSH. aoooom, Lul year 
~de. £ 39^00 ono. 0181 
7840100 0831 268537 . _ 



TESTMKKSA *91 L nwyono, ' 
i Imply tba bat. 700 mila 


only. A> Dow. £ 99 , 000 . Bryan on 
01734 843333 > 0410 500050 



Q Lancaster 

COLCHESTER 


%ns mr 


CLASSIC 


fcyf«»tIflnW 


is t 


94L- 

.456 

GT 

Clue le Mans /Grey 

2 C .000 mis 

£93.925 

96M 


Sp:d 

er'3Uie Lc- Mans T.iu 

4500 nils 

rnrj gjj 

-97 P 

355 

GTS 

YSli&iv,'Black,' 

5.000 mis 

£07 995 

“5N 

355 

Spid 

Roqso /Crocna 

ff.COQ mis 

csc'.noo 

95 N 

355 

&i S 

• Rq5*. ; :aVCrernn 

G.COC m!r 

£93,005 

•95W- 

555 

GTS 

RossoTCrema 

14.000-mis 

£91,995 

95M 

'355. 

GTQ 

. Rcsso/Creant- 

14.GG0 mis 

£67.935 

94M 

355 

GTE 

ftcsoo/Crena ' 

23.000 mis 

£62.995 

95'N 

35o. 

GTS 

Ycitow,’Black 

1S.C00 nils' 

£-92.995 

3SK. 

512 

TR 

. RossoTNero 

2S.0G0 nils 

£63,395 

■91H. 

Testaross 

J Rosso/Tan 

11,000 rn!s 

£61.995 

90G 

.Tcr-ttircsr 

i Rouio/Crema 

0,000 nils 

£59,295 

g.iu 


Spider. Rasio'./Crcma' 

'.2,000 nils 

£07,556 

93 L 

346 

Spid 

*r Bosvo rCremo . 

12,000 inis 

£67.305 

93L . 

34-S- 

Spkf 

'C.hiiro /Crcma 

13,000 nil;. 

£62.09 S 

93K' 

:>is 

TS 

Rosco/Ctoma 

20,090 mis 

£53.995 

93K 

3*40 

TS 

nossoi'Cmm:) 

22.000 ml;*. 

£55,535 

S1J 

348. 

TS 

Pcjuc/Cromj 

1 TOGO tniii 

£5n,595 

^fciflF 

33o 

GTS 

■ Ross rj/C ream 

14,000 mis 

£48.905 

90G 

r> 

GTS 

Rossc/Orema- 

2~000 mis 

£45.595 

;S3E 

3 2 S’ 

*3TS 

Ror.ro/Crerr 13 

22 0*30 in Is 

£-139 9 0 




FI DEMO NOW 

IN 


Lin 

SSjter 

J No. 

I fo: Ferr.iri The Largest Motor Group 

n tile UK 


AWARDED BEST 
PRODUCT 199B 


AvdBdafAMv 


INNOVATION not IMITATION 


ill! ;t 

! UK 

: * t 


Carcoon 




.0 Ferrari 




■VJ 


weCcciiclt 01206 855500 


FOUR WHEEL 
DRIVE WANTED 


FORD 


trtl. aoSa Valter 
- 01372 749090. 




TOYOTALAND 
CRUISER AMAZON 





Tet UaSS'wSmS'S* 3«fl 



AJS— -V W--J- 1 -- 

NO OTHER SYSTEM CAN ACHIEVE THE SAME RESULTS AS 
THE AWARD WINNING CARCOON AIRFLOW SYSTEM 

Carcoon.'s inflatable Airflow Storage System is the only truly controllable 
system for protecting your vehicle. This system protects valuable vehicles 
from the ravages of dirt, damage and condensation. 

Condensation causes Rust 
Condensation rots interior trim 

Condensation causes serious damage to braking systems 

If you do not drive your valuable car every day - you peed the protection 


26 24 V cad. X 


F3S5 GTS 


FORD 


P rep f 97 j. Red. cream 
tenter hucricT. J .000 
mite-. Alii specification. 

Alpine stereo l north 
££ 500 ). in j das* oF ks 
owr. 

193 . 088 . So Offers. 
0181 295 2021 lUl 
or 0850148529 . 


FIESTA 1.4 Oil] 5 dm 7 nft 
nan Urn, bOoto, front ton m 
cm. £ 9 . 996 . 01530 560 056 T 


VERY-KUOE Savings on Brand 
Now Ptolo tor Plitaio Barron- 
Tab 0171 603 6969 T. 


ere. £ 9 . 996 . OlEM 560 056 T 
Ford cure asady now from Bcor- 


MAVSUCX 24 08 . UWR. 97 P. 
MUtpM Mw> 7j00Oxnb. air 
con. C 15 J 99 S. Tat- 01530 560 
056 / 01530 814 440 T 


ala do Plata- Lowatf 
015*5 6627678)1733 3 


J 25 24 V, 5 dooo. c 
of 2 a Oilinft or dlmond white, I 
N rag from £ 9 ^ 95 . Tab 01630 
5600568)1530814 440 Son T I 


Carcoon will dry your wet car. Adjust the control and keep it dry. Adjust 
to control the Airflow. Re-drculate the air within your Carcoon. 

Indoor Prices small £363.08 

through to Rolls Boyce Size Cars £468.83 

There is a Carcoon for your vehicle. Please call 


i « v '.£ 

- ’ FT^:‘ : 


MASSIVE Cartaji on Brand Now ! 
Flats far private and company 
Bmre 01480 812339 i 


CONTRACT HIRE 




* 1W7 R Reg * , 

J Scorpio 2 3 J, 

* Ultima Anto. t 

* Panther Black, tenther. * 

* Pass Air flag. Ford Direct. * 

t 1^00 miles. * 

* £19,995. * 


1996 P Reg 
Scorpio 2.9 24 V 
Ultima. 

SBver. leather. 

Ford Direct. 
T6.000 miles. 
£ 18 . 095 . 

Call 0585 516166 T 


Phone: 0161 737 9690 
Fax: 0161 737 7400 

Carcoon Easy to Remember Alfa Number: 
■ 07000 4 Airflow 



A product of the United Kingdom 


HONDA 


LEFT HAND DRIVE LEXUS 


**■* 

.’Vy-V- -T 


ASSET FINANCE LTD 


FORD EXPliHER 

40 ER mabM.Uttn, Sonmot Cnsa Control Ooke oi3 


CIVIC LSI Coapm. onto. 94 M. 19 X. 
FSH. 1 wrnt. FAS, to. 1 yr 
ware. £ 8995 . 0976 353097 . 


UHKMD "96 P. dhaAtad tOu. 


■ Independent Asset Finance &■ Leasing Specialists . 


BMW 316i compact 3 doof.E219 

BMW 31 a coupe 2 door-...E245 

BMW 31 Bis coupe 2 door...£265 

BMW 3181 SE 4 door..£279 

BMW 318i touring 5 door...... . .£269 

BMW 32Bi coupe 2 door.........ms 

BMW 520i SE 4 door....£389 

BMW 5231 SE 4 door..£419 

Mercedes Cl 80 4 door classic.-...£279 

Mercedes C250 TD elegance estate...£389 

Mercedes E250 □ classic 4 door automatic.£389 

Mercedes E280 elegance .4 door automatic.£479 

Mercedes CLK 200 elegance 2 door___£379 

Mercedes CLK 320 sport 2 door automatic_£499 

Vohfo C70 T5 GT coupe 2 door.™...£559 

Mitsubishi Shogun 2.8 GLS 5 door automatic T/D.E369 

Rat coupe 2.0 20V 2 door.....£299 

LandRover Freelander 2.0 XEDi 5 door.£PGA 

Honda CB-V 2.01 LS 5 door automate: a/c ..1279 

All funding packages available. 

Examples above based on Contract Hire, 

3+35,10,000 MPA, non-maintenance, subject to VAT. 

WM ffswca ’ sirarafl" 

Tet 0171283 7799 let 01473 833733 Tet 01226 767474 
F« 5 ft 7 I 628 Q 98 S frpBH 73833722 fecfll 22 fr 761 fi 5 fi 


97P Desert Vote, Granhi* LhAh; 13000 htics_S22999 

gpftwmatad(.9nmiaB i7iw 

97P MMB0a<U2J4i4im(Mi toLlta Greji, 18000 Mss JC17<99 

977 MAVERICK Gi 17 4i4SWB, CM lnL,UdBbe, 7000 IMes_£16999 

9olf GALAXY 2J) GHIA, AbId, 6 SeaM; Sdva; 

S/roaL E/fftndow, 21500 Mdes_Cl5499 

fSN GALAXY 2L0 GLX, 7 Seater, Qbe.SgnrM 

E/WuxIdw, 15700 MBes_ CTW9 


3 S 1. 22X mllML PSH. 08 . 750 . 
Pdraw fate- 01M3 413484. | 

ueam. «ao u ampa, IfamHIa 
Brawn XMn Idn; 90 . AC 
■n uiUml »uumU 7AJSOO mil. 
£ 6 ^ 50 . TM: 017 OS 367162 




mcm mr 200 Sport, 971 . COUPES diner ten Wa. ti gte 
- iDon, a n a „c, dll 5 ""* dltw VS, rwto fubo nd 

mlln. £ 26 WGl CU 230 Of 3 Um modto m Ud wM 

nto K na rally kadML Iwaar of Laodaa 0181 203 
. S| £ SftwsT 018 « 3399 or vtto oarmw tod» 

815520 ro 0378 841791 - ter Showroom 0161 764 8881 




LEXUS 


I WOO K IW0. 62WL. vthtf. Fan 

S5«)a7e?0X8«*S4793f 


LAMBORGHINI 




aaoawTWEHiiicAis, 




HONDA HONDA 
HONDA 


Diablo, me. itoatooiu 
taMtec PUad1 Bat bnwfaia 
7 P 00 UllN £75000 
CBAXFADL: 01509 232233 


300 CS Span ■ate MB, 1 awnro. 
TUnam^nraBIcMBWBdW 

t—l h d » yHi pwlHn go £24995 

018*44 3811821 


a* — 
"?v!c . 

;'*4- 

V 


LOTUS 


40018931 ; mo twin a/bags, now 

•to 1 ownro, r Low SB. 


109 RAINS FORD ROAD, CHELMSFORD. 

TEL: 01245 706716 


CONTRACT HIRE 


I Now '97/9BRHD specSicaoon 
Fanuittic rovings an 
u8 cuirnm models 
January defivmy awadabla 
Call 01703 470208 
Fax 471707 
or 070001 EUROCAR 
Lsbm Wto Quotations 
Aodafato • ■_ 


COUNTACN 2 Sm Ana. mart. 
90 C, 15 . 000 km. 1 UD. FLSH. 
tedlm Bwdttto. £ 29995 . 
01562 885130/0385 777824 


1 01844 aansa« 


asm 1995. IBs. dm ym. 

lirniar, FLSH. bwt after ew 
C 32 JOOO Mams. TUr 0171 
2360777 . HOBc 0850 703174 . 


Listers 

cf Worcester 


LEFT HAND DRIVE 


08200 94 L SOimv OteyWre FSB. 
I nwng . 82KL £Z 7 J»R 0 iaS 4 
878905 or 0973 313334 . 



HAHOH ROVB 1 46 BSS. Otod 
Hh>a, Mw dal mite, m fna 
£ 35 . 900 - 01843 815520 dr 
0378841791 . - • 


18400 K Bn.Pm» ro mnt Bwf Btes 
Md* . TtnmBf mr WMOtiOB. 
FBEL 31 K. 3 own. E 2 ZJSOO Cor- 
«nxr 01303 418971 - - ■ ■ —< 


C1V* 7 J !S-:Cr ,T? l^rsr.aJ sg 5 • JV'T 

C«-C4! ■ -U46iy Evca a Sunc.fr* 
h ?v,rtyrm cf>cn v*crv iay 

r* *.'-n !?.i’ 10 - 2 prm Cnnrf ,-»y 


AMAZING OFFERS FOR 
BUSINESS USERS 

Nm Auck K ton MB P d 8 v 
N aw Audi M ton 382 

Now BMW 328 Coups 32 » 

Ndw BMW S sates ton 370 

Nm> Honda Accord Wcon 217 

Naw UH Fradandar DSL 50 f 3*5 

New Mars C 2 «a VS Aldo 379 

AH «Hmt raabM/modto 

A KIT 01712224355 


AMT 01712224355 
MIVII or0113 2539797 
_Fm0113 2597244 



C ar: 
AJI 


TEL: 07000 489489 


WSCLES 


FAX: 07000 48748B . 



IM. DEALS POR iasr REoratHATK* 


• ".*,*3«S‘. 

• 1BK PA :l 
NOB MAMT I 

. . .* • 27800. ■* 
. '• ' 32 SJ»- 
• * . W&flO.-j 

i • «5XO 1 

.. * 167 )», 

. 1S7JM j 

• , -1SLBB 

' . • • •»«)» -| 
. IdBSO" 

•- atw» 1 


! IMS CninR entente. GX 3 
LTHteyW.lkGmn.dXto. 
BSlSOJet 01364 736262 


LANDROVER 

AUTHORISED 

DEALERS 


LANDROVER 


uuma n asai *■»» Toym shoow lwb oj 3000 V6 mm 

(3. April 97, BbcX 7 mo, to W rag, 20^00 mb. FSB, fetu 
can. taw pock, oak wood. otbt ■Ora; loa of emu , 
Eunuud Una. 10k aril —. temm £21^60J256 782475. 
FTSH. E2S»JEa 01333 878841. 


.BaOCOONEfOLUlS i 


. cicjo*. 
• 279CO • 

. --ttWX) 
-24&D0-. 


GET TO GRIPS 

with winter conditions 


1 ■ ip 

XSONAL RKNSWie MMLABU UPON REQUEST.- ■ • 






■ UUBtebI_ m GET 

■ apniuaca—Eutsur 

B UBBMMBaS-BBSS' 

a uBsitaSteB—nuBser 

B UEBfttail-BBflS 
n (BKPNHrteaiJRB BQT 

■ UUUNUlO—BVB f 
9lIMfw hB m« B8g 


RANGE R0VBI 

SOH HbgusHSE30k.£13,465 

fl» 4fiKSEEpaanGanla39i£3DN5 
»P 4SHSESfcaGorte23L £391995 
98P 4jEK5EAaM3nrti21kBCUS5 
SU 4fiHSEMpaGvdB3Zk £33^995 
PP 4£ HSE ftoat-Stne 11k . 138985 
bp mflEOiasoHLannB nags 
9W 45HSEEpoatiQail8 £29.996 
SR 2SDSEft**£**n»..fRQJL 
Ml 4efGEHtagbpjr3S( £3%SB5 

an uaGMcaaBankacas/BS 


LANDROVER 

DISCOVERY 

Fantastic Savings on new 
. TDiS & ES models. Manual 
or Automatic. AH with 
defivery ndeage. TOiS 
loaded with extras. 
Range Rover also supfied. 
01703 470208/ j 
Fax 4717 07 


Business Leasing avaSahia 
Pan Exchange Wsicoms 





RW Chains UtL ■ John Wfison Business Park 

ttsta&e, Hot CTS 30T■ Timet m ■ m 10-12 
tow (01227) 2766II ■ Facslntfa (01227)276586 


B RBBIIntBB-BBBU 1 

B MBBLUeaL—BB OW 

B aiWLABxl - BB HUP 

w iMteM - BB MV 

B »BUBBrt»SI_BB BtT 
b awBMiakdx —nut our 
ip iwtehii — BB car 

n DMU8M_BB BUT 

B ■BHBLnttaSUBIEDU’ 
w niphnfeB — hb Ewr 
B MBBUMBB—BB MB* 

BBJBBBpMK-BBflBJT 

v ■iBit.miuL-gBffiur 
a iMMha—»B rar 
a Bjaa.spi6kM_j»JB but 

M ■! — .8 W »«_WBBgT 


PLEASE TRBWNEQRVGn'OUR 
eraaiEFQH MDWTDE1MS ON 
4D+OSC0VBBS 
VmPRBESRtOHIMjDm 


RANGE ROVER 




33 USE 95 H. Ntegssa tW.< 
ItU; 3rd YtaomnSna w«y r 1 
25 k, 1 owner. eOflOi. 


H.R.0\VEN 


25 k, 1 own—, £271 
01477 537836 . 

U DSC Ante, 98 Md] 81 



01842 81 B 520 J 0378 8417911 
L® HSB. 97 K 98 mod*. TOO 


255^^0 ISSMR 

0836 749367 J _ 


-naaenBEQura- 

B UBAeMBlKB-JVB Bto 

» UBBI IWMiat IBB Bp 

« ueteeHapLa :—due up 

» UKUMABUU Oto 

BUKUHtes_as afar 

B UE«lMiM*&aa tpr 
H UWfaMnaMJABgte- 


LS «8 *96. Epson > 
48K . FRRShT low 
act AOS. Qlfil 301 




■mm 


CONTRACT HIRE - LEASING 

FINANCE - DISPOSALS RM.W. 

Any Make, Any Mode! available 

VW PASSAT 4DR 1.9S TDi 35 X £23 

MERCEDES Cl80 CLASSIC 35 x £2E 

MITSUBISHI GALANT GLS A/C 35 x £24 

BMW 318i S COUPE 35 x £26 

ROVER 218 1,8 WC 15V 35 X £26 

TOYOTA MR2 SPORTS GTT'BAR 35 x £27 

AUDI A4 1.8 TURBO 35 x £2S 

ALFA ROMEO GTV 2.0 16V 35 x £31 

FIAT COUPE 2.0i 20V TURBO 35 x £31 

HONDA PRELUDE 2DR 2.2i Vci 35 x £33 

MERCEDES E240 V6 CLASSIC AUTO 35 x £36 
BMW 520i 4DR 35 x £33 

BMW 523i 4DR 35 x £37 

Br»flW 3281 COUPE SPORT 35 x £43 

SAAB 9-5 3.0 V6 SE 35 x £45 

CALL OUR INSTANT FREEPHONE QUOTEUNE 
MON - FBI 9am - Spm ON 
0800 731 8524 


CHBtOKBE 4 d 0 UD M 95 N. 

Dhteiaa or, biack/lQu; 

MS, 1 yr wtTT, FSH. 39 k mis. 


MS 1 yr WtTT. FSH. 39 k rain, \ 

tem/l—Dlv MW rot— I 

£ 16300 . Tel: 0181 544 5054 . I 


(HXm (July *95}. S& 

mb. afpOO ana. 0181 

1517/ 01284 828552 wfa 


MBtOMK LTD CBX Mom Oman/ 
— od Utu. 25 E mb. 
mb— «—•. vacs ciajva 
0171 7886318 . 0956 259639 . 


1 WUl«—/U& U ma£Z 97 itla 
mte,jrato . CD, —k H Sg* 

Om%6Sa^Q9SBA 

mte.BaK<titometodS 


Spdotoh In neet ScUkn 

35 X £231.16 
35 X £237.90 
35 X £243.84 
35 x £268.17 
35 X £264.33 
35 x £272.33 
35 x £291.31 
35 x £317.37 
35 x £318.67 
35 x £335.25 
35 X £365.16 
35 X £337.80 
35 X £374.49 
35 x £435.67 
35 x £458.33 


CMBWKBE Swam. 94U Steak/ 
Oniy UtOMT. 7 —a l e. Soprotll 
43.000 mil— £16050 Stow 
Direct 0115 924 U 44 


HWND CHBMKB LTD 97. 
Mldat Bin*, Saddla lac, ESX. CD, 


ipipmscit 

|97PTDfSA( 


tori, loadsd. 4^00 mb. |B7P TDi JCSCMohJ 
Tel: 01344 &4SB29 1 9IHTDiC5Auto, 


a nuieaBe9q>asB9Ljzue au 


LANDROVER 

AUTHORISED 

DEALERS 


9M7nesi 

IsniHESi 


Qtoad BUraaidn —m Khr. I* 

"to rrni kik. npen 

msS* wS°Siao^ T Stann»>fl!. 

631^00 Qltfoa 674290 . 


STPTOBASof 
97P TDS ES Auto ( 
MVBSMIaAv 


THE BEST 4x4xPH0NE 


.•“asa?. 9 ^ 8 

ttfeOIBL WNnnm rrt*faihi<i 


TOM HARTLEY cite bror 

StoftrM— 8»n4 WD90: 
^ 8 - * con—re 01283 7627 A 2 



Is your p/x worth more? Can your budget 
go further? Call now for instant answers! 




WraOl63Z 89^399 oooivaa. 


rjg 


iffloW.toCwi.'iivattt'iteSJlMrtaa!, 
MUK<c^3e'Etete'xM BTniadte— 

BDUiaijoii2mjyf-lnLto > _ 

nuKSMSa ■jadiun.Ekj^AUtei&ES_ 

WUiSLnN^e te.wVa 
VlHSL^etai Ctmitoi_ 

J9«U.5ilFt*aS3il3riB_. ___ 

aOHE5sn&r*at»*j*r 'cx».9dites_ 


-jr Eoaa 

-* aw 

-a C3U9 

-V UT5D 

- T U 

_ITT OU) 


LANDROVER 


®iS 9 k 3 msattoitate^ts.rir.ffiteCautteinto'ii*te> l Slhfi_in SERI 

MPUgLtaaCim reeaiafe.fea _ f nif> 

miDSErteaaCq.uiniun uS_ % ww 

MUCRowte. Snete_rrt m 

MUlBt*a63»r:0fT*ani3esiiitxiasii_ & mgt 


SflldJ KS£ AtBfart. 7 X 33 JHK 

8SSMH86Btabaa....J35J9S 
9W W HSE ESanftz Qba.... J3JA95 
96H46HSEEpttmGi*n ..07.495 

SGHUiaen^M.£37/9$ 

«N 4S HSE AiBb^ohr ■ aivw 

37P 46 H3E Ffc^B HKJ .XO.995 

96P4B HSE Epsom Own .. 01,995 
97P«HSEO*niBt»....jei8® 
97R 46 HSE Rdai. jKPjXa 


I sg^aMQP 5 

MSCOVray VOL 1994. tamute. 







{ ^ Hallamshire 0 - -, 

5 0114 276 5655 S " 1M 

A S t ■ rto r Con>),iri y 



'"SSZJZ 


KW mm_lan uuajonr war-' 


RANGE ROVER 
4.6 HSE AUTO 
1995 

^ite Sue, Grey ten**, 
every Extra. Immactteds 
F.SJHSW Under MNfflS 
Warranty. The Ultimate 
C24 k gsoovna 
TEL 01456 828401 
or 01455 Basons 




& 5 Vu^ 
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SATURDAY DECEMBER 6 1997 


Labour is attacking motorists under the limit — so why not ban alcohol entirely? 

Christmas drink-drive 
campaign deserves boos 


E very year ar about this 
time the Government 
launches the Christmas 

drink-drive campaign, 
and every year, although I am 
averse to being thought predict¬ 
able. I feel an obligation to 
reinforce the message. But this 
year I also feel obliged to tell the 
new Government that its nanny- 
knows-best tendencies are begin¬ 
ning to get on my wick. 

I have thought for years that Lhe 
ultimate in drink-drive sanctions 
would be a change in the law 
making it illegal to have anything 
at all to drink before driving. 
Labour is dearly heading that 
way with the heavily leaked plan 
to reduce the alcohol limit. 

We would all know where we 
were with a law that said that you 
cannot drink ar all if you drive. In 
the meantime, the law does not 
say that, but the Government is 
trying to give the impression that 
it does. The Christmas campaign 
launched this week is the worst in 
my memory, in that it both 
patronises and insults motorists, 
which is hardly the best way to get 
people on your side. 

The posters carry the words 
“You again?" in large type with 
the slogan, “have none for the 
road" underneath in smaller type. 
Other advertisements show four 
drivers claiming to be responsible 
because they only have a small 
amount to drink before driving. 
Tilts attitude is then mocked with 
the words "responsible... for 
killing, crippling and maiming 
thousand of people in drink-drive 
accidents’*. 

This is absurd. Pbople who 
improve their behaviour deserve 
to have that improvement recog¬ 
nised. not ridiculed. Every teacher 
and every sensible parent knows 
that a child- who spelt 20 words 
wrongly a month ago but now 
spells only two incorrectly should 
be praised, not condemned for the 
remaining errors. 

Obviously l am not advocating 
posters that thank people for 
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"only" having one glass of wine or 
half a pint of shandy. But alcohol 
used to be entrenched in the social 
life of this country and ! believe 
rhar the vast majority of people 
have done well to discipline 
themselves not to indulge in it 
when they are driving. 

Yet here we have a campaign 
that makes ludicrous connections. 
Apparently people with small 
amounts of alcohol inside them 
routinely “cripple" others. The 
Christmas campaign literature 
that I have seen makes no 
prominent mention of drugs, so 
presumably the Government 
chooses to think that one bitter 
shandy is lethal enough to war¬ 
rant ridiculing motorists, but 
driving under the influence of 
cocaine is of little consequence. 

There has long been an intrinsic 
weakness in the Christmas cam¬ 
paign. If it is wrong to drink and 
drive at Christmas then it is 
dearly wrong at all other times of 
the year, but the emphasis on 
Christmas, though understand¬ 
able, tends to imply that drink- 
driving at other times is not quite 
so reprehensible. 


DRIVEN TO 
DISTRACTION 



Peter 

Barnard 


The problem is not only that a 
large part of the publidty budget 
goes into die Christmas cam¬ 
paign. That is also true of the 
police budget, so that drinkers are 
aware that the risk of being 
caught at Christmas is much 
higher than at other times of the 
year. There are obvious dangers 
here and the Government would 
do better to attend to them rather 
than spending time and money 
treating drivers, induding respon¬ 
sible drivers, like errant 
schoolchildren. 

None of which is meant to 


suggest that l have gone soft on 
drink-driving. It is obvious that if 
several drinks affect one’s ability 
to drive, one drink must also do 
so. But it is also true that heart 
attacks at the whed contribute to a 
significant number of accidents 
every year, and most doctors now 
say that a glasss of wine a day 
reduces the risk of heart attack. 
Therefore it is simplistic to imply 
that every drop of alcohol that 
passes the lips of a driver reduces 
him or' her to the status of a 
callous killer. 

If the Government is so con¬ 
vinced of the evils of drink that it 
will put out posters gratuitously 
insulting motorists who so much 
as stand in a pub doorway to 
shelter from the rain, then surely 
it is about time Labour went the 
whole hog and proposed amended 
legislation maxing it illegal to 
drive with any alcohol in the 
blood. 

Unless of course the Christmas 
campaign is just a good excuse to 
let the public relations lads loose 
with their invective — always a 
handy substitute for doing some¬ 
thing constructive. 



With its supep-short chassis and low-slung seats, the Nippa offers surprisingly good headroom 

Nippa, son of Mini, 
is a snip of a car 


M y first impressions of this 
car were oddly familiar 
the wheels at each comer 
looked toy-like, and once seated, 
my bottom seemed very near the 
ground, yet there was far more 
headroom than one should expect 
in something less titan lift long. 

There was a lot of internal space, 
a very short bonnet and a feeling 
that my feet on the pedals were only 
inches away from the engine. But 
nothing could be stranger than the 
name: this was a Perodua Nippa. 
made in Malaysia and imported to 
Britain since August 
Then I remembered where that 
familiar sensation came from: it 
was what Id experienced about 30 
years ago when I first drove a Mini. 

Of course, the world has moved 
on. Unlike an early Mini this 
Nippa boasts four doors, a five- 
speed gearbox, side-impact.beams, 
height-adjustable headlamps, an 
engine immobiliser, remote hatch 
release and a two-year warranty. 

But like the early Mini, it is the 
cheapest car in Britain. At £5,886.05 
on the road it undercuts the Kia 
Pride (£6,064), the Suzuki Alto 
(£6,175) and its dose relative the 
Daihatsu Cuore (£6,500). 

It beats the cheapest Rat Cinque- 
cento' (£6,647) by almost £800. 
Although it certainly can’t match 
the fun afforded by the rather more 
expensive Sporting version of the 
Cinquecenta 


Alan Copps gets 
an attack of basic 
nostalgia driving 
around in 
Britain's cheapest 
little mover 


NIPPA 


Engine: 3-cylinder 850cc 
giving 42bhp at SJOOrpm. 
Economy, urban 
41.5rnpg. combined 53 Jmpg. 
Performance: O60mph. 

15.8 secs: max S4mph. 

Price £5886-05 basic or 
16320.55 for GX including 
metallic paint, rear 
wash/wipe and radio. 


This oddly exotic world of the 
super-cheap car makes sophisticat¬ 
ed superminis like the class-leading 
Volkswagen Mo (£8,145). Citroen's 
Fast-selling Saxo (£8,195) and the 
stylish Ford Ka (£7,995) look astro¬ 
nomical in price. But even Ian 
Robertson, managing director of 
the importers, is happy to accept 
that this is strictly a town car. 


There h lives up to its name. The 
steering is predse, the acceleration 
— with only the driver on board — 
is surprisingly brisk, and although 
it is nearly a foot longer than the 
original Mini masterpiece, there’s a 
lot of satisfaction to be had squeez¬ 
ing it through the kind of gap 
usually claimed by motorcyde 
dispatch riders. 

O n the open road it shares 
the Mini’s limitations, 
which have long been over¬ 
come by the likes of the Polo and 
Saxo. My two satirically minded 
older children burst into spontane¬ 
ous applause when rhe speedom¬ 
eter struggled up to 70mph on the 
motorway. But then road-tester*’ 
children do tend to get spoilt riding 
around ia all kinds of exotic 
machinery. 

“You’ve got to remember this car 
has five doors: that sets it apart in 
this dass and it will return an 
average of53mpg." says Robertson. 
“I’ve driven it on the motorway. I 
wouldn't want to do that every day. 
but it’s quite adequate." 

I came away thinking that the 
Nippa is likely to .remain an 
interesting little curiosity rather 
than a mainstream car. But the 
Chancellor, Gordon Brown, could 
change that. "With all the concern 
about urban congestion, I think we 
might find in the next budget we get 
a boost," says Robertson. 
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LOTUS 


LOTOS Esprit VB. 97B. Titanium/ 
a«d imbue. cd sock, scrino rt 
£16,000 off UK 3000 Brito. 
C47JOOO GSAYMUU 01509 
232233_ 


LOTUS 

Carhoa 109], 56,000 index 
wnmnrp until April - W. FSH. 
ewriknt coodkkn. DUN. 

Tel: 

01483 861155 (w) 

01483 426004(h) 


MAZDA 


_CHOICE bar 

Imbm siIom. H ub Choice 

ft—pho— oaoo aa3 aa« 


Pmewotxl 


OFFER 3 RARE 
RX7 COUPES 

Prices start tram £18,995 
Call Now Before They Go! 

0468 488607 anytime 
01883 347724 


MAZDA 


MITSUBISHI 


MW lOSE latf 90G. Bari. 38X, 
AC PAS. anon, Eir. CIV 
gBjOOQ- Tat oiei atl " 


MXD 97. art . 7,00 0 mu, 0 .000 
worth of i nru a, laimaH ngiri, 


2 BRAND MEW Now 97 00 Sho- 
nunc/ Pajatoa both 18 GE3 HX 
LW& Air coo. 5 speed. Mbar 
mflaa only- £2X600 each , no 
no tbua wistaxa. 01889 
4 oa 0971 134 157. 


Haora. Moat ba aaan. EttjOOO. 
Tat 0374 733975 


MX7 T/Turt*>, K mo, SBra*. FMSH. 
baaudfnl cat 09.500. 01455 
828794/0I4S5 822159. 


MOTORBIKES 


MG 


VW 1 JO. 96 P. nd/btack Ititt, 

haad/aoft top. CDslna Eml- 
lant condition. dMOO. 0151 
342 8049 <Hy 7071151 CW1 1 


WC P ns. Baa. 17* mta, walnut. 
1 amm. £17.996 ONOl 01240 
278601 my ow 350240- 


MITSUBISH1 


TRIUMPH 5 

1964 TR6 650 Twin. * 
Rebuilt and restored * 
pr oto —ionaUrfcy * 

Triumph experts. J 
Sogiitond and MOT’d. * 
For Sale at £4,250. * 
Call 01342 870519 
:****&&&&&• 


MORGAN 


HOROAN 46 1981. aUtmifadu. 

TOC; 07.600. Tat] 
708715 {London! | 


041<5* 


PERFORMANCE CARS 


SWAM 4WKEZA Txntw. R aari. 5 
O*. Gtm. 0 fiOO aria. Id" CeU 


anoya. AXL alarm etc. Gamrina 
■ - cao-oooji 


rriflw <36341 


m 


1995 Sril aw. 

9,000 arito rdrapac. AC. am 
tor. mjaO l T*fc 014941 
7wi4wn«iawagwacip 


r SHOGUN 

SWB. I to*. V&. tarn. M n» to 
ew. 1 t*tr ow*. p*r doth «c. 
artM rtiytoMrti(, tul bn Ml 
atep*. aw root to—I— 

irte/cm.MKn'h.FW.W 

■nrisMOTbahnariaai 

C14.W5. 

Contact Tuqr 01713515353 
Mo»frl daytinia or 01711«B 


NISSAN 


■BMHwcifcoalemi 


bmnu of LamOom 0181 203 
3399 «w fa 0181 303 14501 


JAGUAR & DAIMLER 


XK* Coat, tor 97. 1500 ula. 
Til an In— Oa rm aa l Ufcr apta 

tolPiBm, cold dtsata 
ana pneb.ririaar pack.Olcup 
ImMar wood a Inn mata 
ShLailJOO. 01892 563619. 


n-imra* laaiTaar VOC. Bagnlar 
taaOO 0171 7303236. 


XJS 3.6 AUTO 

1989 ’G’ Arctic 
BIue/Doeskin Hide 
Piped Blue 
Only 29,000 miles 
FSH 

Excellent Condition 

£11.950 

Svtner Nottingham 
01159 582831 - 
0802 344550 


XKS CoswtaUa, lea Mnannr 
hood. Claaaic Oto cold di- 
■oata a m am cay pack, 18- Alloy 
wfeaaM. (Mm omarol, CO 
April 97 aa aaw. SStSfM. Tale 
0194V 836223 HSaJt 


xxa eanmitlbla, tor *97, Urn. 

■Uaa Aloe Sort. cl .. sir pack, 

01440 785310 10336 741978. 


xxa Com a tag, 1998 modal, 
bW» 

SsuSS 


_ Tat 012ta”dlsS 

0860 779333._ 


XJ6 SPORT 3.2 

Onipcal owner aJUng ch t n riirt 
pnsmr example a Flamenco Red 
nab Mapooba L eat h er . Aa 
CeaiOtaatag. CD. S spoke aflojrs. 

JR.OU0 Bales only pwLL lb 

raondu of mended ftril Japnr 
Wanocy tnB to ran. 

£17,995. 

Tel: 01734 894077. 


XKS Convertible, 97. 
6,000 mSes. Calypso 
Metallic. Black hood, 
Cream leather, auto, 
a/c, IB” alloys, Multi CD. 
Indreg All XKS. 
£58395 ono. 
Tefc01256 881050 Or 
0468684529. 

NO CANVASSERS. 


JAGUAR & DAIMLER 
WANTED 


Mala VUMyl 

Vga—e COi 
0831 406173 wla. 


l a a a a at bw iats of low 

» r— 

Mcr 01344 


TA GUAR & DAIMLER 
authorised 
dealers 
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SPORT 

Ly gpOBtoirttHe 1 KC ffiT DUB 
LfPSahflMU Broa» 
t, srtaw 

LpiaSprtCiBBdOBiau: n sou 
[npUfttfEMetMAAC 

E uarthepacamaictn QB» 
USpHferirfMMM; TIT SID 

4ispmEaiOM)ai ttrmn 


Juutii III [Tail—Ttoi IT St SOU 

jayun— himm: srtnm 
|u fww 

XJS 

t X^suCmpitaHmas ScaM 

6—lirttwOtoOr case 



_ :a*a pat math. 

Ptoaf* cad 1st tfalaiii. Bumlna* 

■air llBiaea. WilUab qcsuilea 
an raaiMtl. 
noa SMjOOHS 

W* uuiCHCam M) 81 nun, 
sip wusMSmtsuc it ran 

WF Utm fcltto KZ 9T at» 
JJP SNMBBOOd KC «T Out 
MUUitaOneK JlTOUH 

WSSiWI 

rtlKllBAOaa AC eiTOUB 
WlmUHiaSM AC 1ST CUM 


ML JgtUMMCbl AC ST. _, 

a sruawja k Mrmnj 
«L xaUSartDm AC iKTtlMB 
KSfl2«aaDn AC WTOMH 
ML UUMlMIt AC ETDUH 

n jSSSetafiSSTK Boffl 
am—aiart ten liptrt—imi 

1 mlna (rota l«rK tj IMor lat o» 
BtlaBlMCgwywi. 


wutu k*Ma kij«« 
SMURUSKrteOl 

leuaua—» SSWH 

HHUtU Kp* W£'ni 

Sb u jalartCM ac3it 55H 
SSu aTi^nTM MOiarn 

sag sa sa 

*ViT^ f ?* l*i 11 11.1] 

SQu sa**C* E«nTi27jns 

SKSmUrtranaMg «C«TCKn 
■ MT4TOME 

SuiSnSM* Ascrnua 

SaaibW ffSJSSl 

HiufianM ACVTuam 

WXMtlMSS- ««BU» 
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5aS^_ ssal 


Tel: 01734 845555 

Open Sunday 104m • Zpm 

A fir r htiLTri 08-3G 2T4497 

»isw.l^oi^*r?k.f5rTvrtad:9q.j«iiar 



VIPER GTS 

ONE OF ONIY16 OB CARS, 
COUPE. 97R 800MLS. 

PEBFECX EB3J0Q0 

ANTHAKEMmiEL 
MBT EXCHANGE WELOWE. 
CALL HARD VIGNALHM 

D1509 232253 

hraypaul 

_A ayar Company 


PORSCHE 


OFFICIAL PORSCHE CENTRES 


3M ldOOS coopo. 63. BaeBllBitt. 
Oak Bbm, £VtX. Tat 01482 
0181 292 4049 


811 88 LlggU: 
46. tJow m 

ci» a 


1 Of only 


a _. ._, Mwly toil eand. M4 

TffJBoto, to?. o»r«a t3iB.<Hi 


511 a 1990 ._ 

u™ huhn, i9JSQ0 to oib, 
baatad apona aaf . A/C. 
Po aa c be lant.nl>. ML e r aa t a. 
apu at a arinK A l pi ne CDl 
O wa n hna boggfat Turbo 4 ao 
rasa ppp unml n to cmy oua rt 
tha bam C2 In tba OK. 04750. 
Tbfc 01233 891492- 


■ona 

5084831 


511 Ttabo Bat VK Ikttf Btok. 
| kW apac, FPSH 07^50 WTOi 
OK Ltd 01636 63278/612847 


911 Cuw* npnto PEM, 


iraan AUTO *9500 tonrt 
8 MmUbomiu LaB Pmr 28DOOI 
adlM FPSH £47.998. Tah 0171 
3731600. MOM 0374 177280-1 


911 CUMRA U 1> 

Bhw att colour uotfad aHoya. 
UunJCmm Ur to laoaut 

major aurvice with FJ82L Beg 
1984 wiib 67JOOO mla. TWa I 

- - •- -(mo 

avxa 


82 CaMdato *91 J. Cobalt 
~ladc lamlto mftoO 
PP8K. HUI toto 
TatQ38S 777826 


______ ajjsoo 

0800 468 iaOO 


Turin, 1988, FPSH MX 
• Bulbil BodT. toarto a 


01926 777784. dim 


MASERATI 
.imiuwDi 

*. tfODOD rifle*. PS 



Snrio- OmtflWt 11t> RaL 
Thsm i to FSH 
t Mm c t mWn a -HIT*5 
222E m«0 toy to to Itotr 
40JA0 aria PS1 Mpdit dkij. emy 
erin, gort tou i i uatat — 0 2 ,1 95 
bt to ur *4i bay) 
Wlhrta Cmpa Mto 
FSH 2 “ _ 

UWD 


LANCIA 

DELTA DfTECBALB MVrirc 
VOID BHNO FSH nri rilayi 
A prim 

te *** Sa m 

LAMBORGHINI 

D1A8L0 m »an> Red wttti cauri 
leubet rioed Rod. Sub Wb* Spotu 
m— a ooriUon —mjns 

01666 860048. T 


PORSCHE 


911 

CARRERA2 

>991H re$. 6ZAOO mb. 
Horizioa UneAte khr «We 
p^unj.FJ’SK brand new 
a lull l* A DCV GDfQlQOl tJICL 

£27^95. 

TeL-01618349171 w, 
046X706077 


911C4 1996, 20K mlto, LTO, 
bhm mat. M m toO to A/C. 
eSOjOOa 0039 Z7200403<L. 


911 tow nodal tow to ddta- | 
ary. Bam 
Tafc0370 224662 



944 




1990 

Gold Met. 80k, FSH. 
Stereo, Alarm, A/C, 

V.S.C. 

£12^50 

0U32562952.T 


996 


Delivered K> me in 2 weeks. 

dearie rein, to roof, air 
c oinfitit i nin g. 18 ** wheels, 
j xcmiimi mqoS-od. private sale. 

Td: 01819773993, 
0378285092. 


VHfl X RKXinrRA A 8 On Mitn 

| 911TARGA, * 

* GLASS ROOF. * 

* 97, Bbdt Met. AEron, sunroot, £ 

* sport seats. Trader £ M1000 * 

* Mriro/knmob-tasdieFSH. * 

* Ftdljr Comp- W*frsnWJI/99. * 
$ Peace of trend « CG2£BS. * 
J 01814443444. $ 

■—_ ... 1... ..... 1 ^ 


911 CARRERA *S’ 

97P FUB Turbo Body, 
Wheels and Spoiler 

Guards Rsd/blach laether 
Irtnrior. a300 raHoa 
WW. 9P5 

PartMtogawricenN 

cococe Andrew Moncur 
01382 815993 
/0374 834084.T 


GENERAL 


STEP OUT 
IN STYLE... 

...with your ptrfca 
panucr! Check out our 

Rendezvous section for 
the best way 10 meet 
that SPECLAL someone. 
Now with free voice 
messaging system 
- see (WEEKEND) 
supplement for details. 


THEtiHteTIMES 



97R Porsche 996 Tip 
Ceape. Ocean Bine, 
savannah leather, aircon, 
e/seats, cruse, b/lAv, 4x 
a/bags, c/roof, dsp & cd, 
290mLs fPOA 

97P Porsche Boxster 
6Spd. Arctic Sflver, fall 
leather, band top, lux 
pack, anise, dconsale, 
obc, cdxl, ew, 
17" crested alloy wheels, 
|220mls fPOA 

97R Porsche Bolster 
T^rfronic. Boxstcr 
Black, foil savannah 
leather, hard top, climate, 
c/eonsole, anise, w/def, 
17” afloy wheels, 
185mls £47,995 


SMc C572S0 W 
01636-612278/61 


1996, 


WVS cm3, LTD 


t T &, 


12847 


mn C*8 Turbo Body 6P 97. Kk 
ttou 0191 421 400QCT. 


982 Canto 4 turbot 1M-1995 

BtoB rad/aoft gray Mu hlda 

fun apac OfjTM WVS (DB9 
01636 612278/612847 


BUUilbH PTaaaa writ to* colour 
and a nacl IV utloui uau tl a hl a 
DaHaurr Jan 1990. Offas. 
Tito knit u> Box Wo 8782 


MOCSTBI 1997 Ikd. la£ 2J300 



PORSCHE WANTED 


but Brito / u — a wn ri. 
660413/ 0831 128911 


Selling your Porsche? 

ccr.Ucl 

Roger Murphy 

The Porsche buyer 

0402 911 911 

RIVERVALE 



LONDON 


fiBBBUT 

{•M9UbpiMlQlBK6.tt.ir .4T 
SUC4PoIar/asc*sA»y 18" ..AT 
1991 •HWPBtt/B&dLtt.ir ..ill 

(*» SUfcpdtaBhMfaOtttir Mt 
naa 

97 9UbidBttkUeOTM ....AT 
|97P 9UMBrt(M^MBlb ..-<1 

•at sun> *b stated*.isr 

« SllfcpdflrsaRsVtat* ...7T 

n sucsdPDiayvart*. jst 

COUPE 

«* suTaraifctaBttcarae. .jot 
w auMsawrftaew....J2T 

9M UlMSPobtAbdi.J5T 

|9« 9UC4StaNRriLQ3» . J4T 
99P mCUBkmiOak,k.V 14T 

sm 9UBSrtPitt/W)#.ttiriST 
m 9anilShi«ltott,tt.ir25T 
9M SUCSpdBKVBKA, ir ... iT 
95H tUC4P0tyBK*,tt,17* --2ST 
sn 9iiBkriitt^»tetattir36T 
xm suTVMwBrttt.ir.-25r 


01S1 9S3 4444 
0850 96S911 

».:JM4ritr;j«4::vLnw'p:rKM 


COLCHESTER 


991 911 ISO Star'.1ZTOWB 

OT9UCTCfct3JKMC TTSS^SS 
S71 Ml Cpa Arbc Star WC 6TIMJL 
99> MlMCpaOcrenM: CIBXJK 
9CP lUOpaBOdfUeLM: 1ST £51^95 
NK SllCpfkUgtAC ISTfSL99S 
991 mU&BacXM.m IS1AB5 
S3K 911*trtrfar Stack -KT 07^*5 
9*1 911C2 Cpa Wtxe, dOTQV»S 
ML 9SS Cab Met Mel . JZTEWflM 
901 9CS^<a1 Back Uet JSTQ9895 
9X90 Cpa Oorts fed 2ST{29£95 
{SUntCT 70 S0UU5] 


01206 855500 
0850 716911 

liJ :rc'-.-.c.; nerr 


CAMBRIDGE 


MPMlModtafc.U-. 

9CP9U CM Zcatt,flr. 

901 911 Cab Back.277 

KN 911 tBjaUQtt. m 

9H 9UC* Bp Stott..1ST 

•niapTarett.1ST 

93L 911M Taiba Bih**, Hr... MT, 

SSL SUMal3flUe,tt.. 1ST 

B9F BUSSECabBaBe..-..9T 

ML 9SS Cabis ISpd GoW.35T 

»sacusprtvbar. m 

9ft 9fll CM Spot fed.2fT 

StZX 33 CIS Stab.S9T 

OTKB>o«smocncoK7M)aiar 

BMHCftLtBIRKMBrASHUl 



We pay top prices for >our quality used Porsclie. Please coll Ian Clark on 0831 344705. 



.........JSVQ%ff£ l 

MB 99 Sport..'jsraw 

9ft96JClbft*rh3 ....JHTEWflSS 
5TE 9t1 Catm SptTarpa MOSSm 

BQstt sport c*..junaasB 

8SF 911 Cam Sport ...JSTEEVBpS 

9DGW CSCoqx.JZTQ8J91 

S0G911 C2Coap#.SZI00595 

Bisncsikalh ....JTC7395 
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REGISTRATION 

NUMBERS 





REG 1 

Transferred hi Time 
For Christmas. 
OUR.O £50.000 
Td: 01248 602649 Days 
01243 600359 
EvesAVeekends T 


I sn’t it refreshing to find the perfect 
Christmas gift, sure to suit anybody. 


60 ALL 


(GO ALL) On 
retention 
£3,500ono 
Td: 01529 
413148. 


XChristmas gift, sure to suit anybody, 
without having to spend a month's 
salary? You'll also be relieved to hear 
that buying a DVLA Select 
Registration's a lot less stressful than 
the usual madness of Christmas 
shopping. Firstly, choose a-prefix letter. 
Mast J.K.LM^iP together with some 
A and H prefix Select . 

Registrations begin at only 
£250, while prices for R and B V 
prefixes start from just £399. 

Some Select Registrations are 


B and H prefixes you've a choice of 
numbers 1 to 2Q, while and 

R prefixes are available with 53 special 
numbers - check for availability. Next, 
choose any combination of three letters 
except I, Q and Z. It couldn’t be 
simpler, finally, when you've decided 
on your registration (act soon to receive 
it by Christmas), call the DVLA 

_ Registration Hotline with 

cheque book. Visa or 
MasterCard handy. DVLA 
Select Registrations are 
exclusive to’ the DVLA's Sale 


individually priced. All prices Driver and Vehicle of Marks scheme and our 
are inclusive of VAT and £80 Registration Hotline. Lines 

assignment fee. Secondly, Ih 7(N 77 QQ hh are open 900am to5i00pm 
add a number. With our A, vxl v4 I I Jv V V Monday to Friday. 

Quote reference: T0612 



3 EASY WAVS TO BSD 

A fci person: Come along and experience the excitement 
» of bidding for yourself. 

n By phone: Using the form in the ortatogue. we wfflcatl 
“ you from the auction and bid tor you while you Bsten. 

By post Using the farm in the catalogue, timply send 
“ us a written bid S vi* wfil bid ijj to that amount for you. 
Ate additional daraes are made fcr tefepbone or wriOtabkk. 


ORDER YOUR CATALOGUE HQVJ - PRICED £7.00 EACH lA'C P&P 


.This Ffta CALL number is strictly far catalogue orders onty - for ad other enquuics reganfing the anedoa a» 0113 2SS 91M 


£50,000. 


The Ultimate 
Xmas Gift. 


WANTED wunn All UmeOx. 
any mUn / condition. 01028 


ORG 45M 

Tel:01959 533533. 


THE NEXT DVLA CLASSIC CDLLECTION AUCTION WILL BE HELD 
AT THE PITTVILLE PUMP ROOM, CHELTENHAM ON THE 18TH 
DECEMBER 1997. FOR A FULL LIST OF NUMBERS AND 
CATALOGUE SALES CALL 24 HOURS A DAY FREE ON 0800 60 30 90. 


Jfe ©0800 60 30 90 


www.dvta-sonuo.uk 


Quote Refc 72911 whan calling - fines open 24 hrs 


IF IT SYOUR INTENTIONTO MIS-SPACE OR MEKHUESENTTOUS REQSTUXnON IN ANV WKl DO 
NOT BtA'. DVLA reserves ih& right to withhold cotton nyHmhi m. some of which nay be offered far sale 
at mettaa. Nuaihas uc sold nXqed m the Sale of SipnUan Maks RegubUm ad are fufcjrei to 
jvtobb&ty. Prices ate (object to dunge without prior noth*. figure eunUmhons on&ide the scope of tins 
DVLA uk ithcmc are not evaBible. Rig ntnt ums carnal be wed to make < nhde took y o u n ge r thus it is. 
The v etude re gi strat i o n number system is unto review. The t inge of changes being indudo 

some which would mean that the Tt* prefix may not be the current ■*■>■<»« far the faff year. 


Mure red me_opTfcopsaidtfxieSdd cstdagre far [he aatOBCMa X (tic PtariSe ftmp Boom, Chekadam of DVLAj Qswfa 

r*q| rrnn ^h bd [ . .y t ■ cheque far £_phobic o* CMA 


Name:_Address:_____ 

_ Postcode: _ mi 

Return uk CMA DVLA CLASSIC COLLECTION AUCTION, Hxnmguu Dock, Lnopool X, LTD 1AX. 




MERCEDES 

AUTHORISED 

DEALERS 



“We v 

ain’t put out signature to any e 

ii<i car/ 2r;- 

, ■ ^ * . » . 



For further information please call 0800 665 440. 


Mercedes-Benz 


MERCEDES-BENZ 
RETAIL GROUP © 



www.lancasterplc.com 

The largest retailer of Mercedes-Benz in the U.K. 


EDGHARE ROAD 0181 205 1212 

Open 7 da» a week 


\-4rtVsA-fwc 

<-* * USED CARS 


VJ ■ USED CARS 




^we 

■ kJ used cars 


MERCEDES 


wmm 


33 ES 5 S? 25 «!J lc 


97 P C180 Classic Imperial RedEfc CWh. FEW. E5H_11T I 

S6N CIWEIeganceBiia Bft/Grey CBh,Aim.EW, ESR—J9T ! 
B6N CTW Hegancie Ruby RedB& Oli. Auto, EW.ESRJZT ! 
B5N C2M Sport Eke BtUBkCth, Auto, EW.FAfl.ESR JOT ! 
SSM C^El8^oceRose«xxJ/X4jshCJ«ti,Auto.£Sfl_3lT! 
97 P t^Be^nre Vwianite/GreyCtolti.AulQ.AC. EW.IBT I 
96 P (230Eiegare»Esllaur3afareMiahCI(hiAuto l AG,5r I 
96N E230EleganceB^iverAjiByCtaei,Aura.AC.EW_21T I 
96 P E23Q Elegance B. SlndGreyOatti, AkAt. AC, 8HA.1ST I 
96N E320AvantgardeBStverfflfcClaCtt, Atto,EW.0C J3T I 
95 N S2B0 AaniteAlKh LJr.Auta Bat5U, BHA. ESR—30T I 


Cumin'’ Soon 


96 P E320 Ctttri(MBh» Black wilt Stack Leather, Auto, 

Ar Gondtionng. Heated Sean. B Hole Atoy Wheel*. 

SpeMktt Suspension, AafoCO 2500 odes_£51,950 

95 N ESMAwrtganJoYCAante with Grey bather. Auto, 

Air CondttminQ. Cruise Conte, Badric Wntows/DrimsSsat. 
tUVW, Fokfing Item. RadWCD 29,750 ados-- £32550 

97 P E320 EJejprtceTounnaine Green «rti Grey CWh, 5 Spaed Auto, 

Bed* Windows. Cniw. Ar Oon. HLWW. Etoc. Frant Seals. 

10 HMe Alloy Wheds, Rada/Casseto, 7,750 mies_E3M50 

97 H E32Q Avwrtganie W Green Sack w* BackLeatfw, 5 SpdAuto, 
Electee Wncbws, Cutes, Ar Gtnfltoning. Bac Frant Seats. 

5 Hole Aloy Vrtweb, HaSo/Cassode. 12350 mies_£41,950 


WOKING MOTORS 01932 228811 

SUNDAY 0570 $87915 


97P CflO Cbsac Ifthitf*. cUh. ea. nr .JIT 

MM anEto|p«ireAteoUiHtf« I cMLstiflst ....23T 

9SH CW Beg AotoAurte dote, moic. 22T 

m aaoBeg Ante »»**#*. (Soto. nMBc .3<T 

9» C160 Beg Auto Aknarefae. dote. flh. music.11T 

USB C2B0 Beg Aefc> Tounrine, mush doti. SiT 

B5M CZaa 89 TiWBffllhe.cM 1 .Acon.nl.1ST 

S7P E00 Etog Aefti Atexandra. ctoftAt. cxLgsr. JT 

ML BSD IXwp'BkuJted gray lade. B Nob .41T 

MP E230 Etag Auto Ante ak-cm. O-VAT.WT 

B7P E230CteifaAidDGnenMi.cfai1i.alqs.od ...JT 

97P E230BegAutnGfttacfc,grayiuto.aeoon.14T 

I7P EZMEtogAutob mmai na.mudidudi.a f con ...tIT 

MP E230 Eat 5«g Auto Gm t*. Q-VAT. ay. its.IZT 

97P E230EiiA»mtgnfaS>n(.ctalh,cbnaia.rts ...1ST 

9CP E2B0teuRgart8 Green Wad. tide, afcgsr. 3T 

MP E200 Beg Auto Anrte. gray hda.ar con .12T 

J7P E2B0 Arret^xnla Arrauxv ridB.atfBn 3rft. at. 5T 
MP E320Awd9infa Green Mu*. Uack hda. afa ...17T 

MP E36 AMG StoreGray hkte. high spec.151 

97P E300ID Esi Bag Aqua. hida.etam, its. afa ‘.11T 

95H SLSMTaulinahia. mushioom. ckn. dt,8b.JOT 

95H SLSOOAnna.ouhreomNde.ics.Bh.cfai.1ST 

97P BMGreenbbn.reushtods.ateyiimsfa ....WT 
97H SSOOLAznrtB.rasImmMe .JT 


97P Ci88 Begence Auto MbI, air con, iftt.HT 

97P C180 Esprit Auto Ai.lF atoys-apfr. colour cWlOT 

9511C200 Elegance Auto asr. u*st.IZT 

97P C200 Ctesic Auto egsr, ifal. JT 

97PCZ06 Sport Auto Mauramg.Bj .JfT 

97PCZ30Korapn»w Good spec.ST 

97F C250 Turbo D Ctaredc A Met, ctg. lOtr/st ...£T 

S3K 320CE AMethtm, ads.SIT 

SSL B20 Auto Mel fca.dn.oue..1ST 

ML E220 Auto Mel ifct, atom.24T 

97P £230 Begratce Auto Air con, aloys, rfet.IZT 

sal E3000 Auto Rhr, do. .43T 

S7P E230 Axartgante AutoAiaxi, hkla, at. —ST 
96P E230BeganceEstkfet5spdano,egsr ,u ...ATT 

97P £280 VG Avantgarde reel at srd ho. rfst.4T 

97P E320VB Total qnc. met tida .10T 

97P VZ30 Trend Auto Ai. Ibdo, rnlxfet .ST 

95NSU20MeUbte.din.8h.dsl . 23T 

SGN%320UeLtbtecfim.iM.8h. Stacked.13T 

95M $420IM. Cfim. 10, At. AST 

SIP 5500 Unw Top Spec.10T 

97P SL320 Top spec inc. glass not.16T 

B3K5WSL Tote spec. leH hand drive.^ZT 

L90GSp0SLHde.nteaL ar.8 It. mares, hteasr „SZT 


0181 983 4444 

A.KOUHS STifHCN PUnCE Oni; 735 

\vww.lancoslerplc-.eoiii;bov,';morcedes 


0114 2753391 

i HOURS ceil 1i£146 OPEN SUNDAY 

v.-v.'w,lrincn5lerplc,com. , «.hcHipld'm?rcedts 




IStEZJIAtSoSnoMageLda.EOT ST2A& 

19flE2SAUbttrectaeaB.afaB. AST XSJH 

CUOE 4 rtteulftefi 8 l.es..29T J34J95 

CTO Clwifa Auto kfctajltfyq.eto.J4T JBJBS 

CUO Bagmet Alto nuteay,*.-2TT XI7J95 

CUOB^aoceAHteaabUbnial;.15T 177495 

C200 CtnafaABtoRaHnse.es .tST SSJW 

C200 Spot tel Hfatedotert:. 3ST £21,596 

cao Bred Begmct Ifan, Anratri^wyhiyy.JET X20S85 

E200AonSKBtek.es,nmfc,..4ET £29995 

C25D Saw! Bagmet ABxatahrieiifaon a» .J8T. 08,995 

CSBUeadBagtocaBlBEteWteyifa.JST.0*996 

E200TSncfa!Stefarendatetenr. ST £2Z£9S 

□OOAitoAnaguditteUibriidctebs.-49T J2L595 

E2SDBalneaAatoAuitalfiiB,A.„..73T £2SJB5 

E220TAnfaRubyRai%qdft.ris.ee._..21T £2S£9S 

E2B Cab Green tteMw al soan bate, ifc.ST £40595 

E2nBagmcateaibtettilKktidB l Ut|w..ITT J3199S 

SBOBaguKaRubyteia hnwab iiteafc.ST £31555 

E3Q1 Kasai Ek^ce Gran bteUgrai. VS £28555 

SSTAsratoudeSirefttaicbderii.JT £43595 

5S90L Ante ■Mum hafeWgrac.m JSZ595 

SStncnpaAtBandhetortiteteBtelto. ...ST £3595 

SUM A iii aBtetocaa I bl e. io;dBc. AST £51595 

SLSOO Mutoraudma bite ato.JT £72595 

SSEECBmitehde.4ZT £42595 


01473 232232 


a hours sesj tJ'uOo; open sunoav 
v/iY\v.Ianeiistcrpls.cci?n.'rpswich,'mi;rced'5S 


01992 514444 

t> HOURS CSM EtOSCD OPEN SUNCiY 
vrwiv.1nncaxterpIc.coci'hi.'rttgrd 'rrr ere frits 


95 N S320 Saloon Bbie Black metallic writh Mushroom 
leather, etectric heated front seats. 5 speed automatic, 
a hole aJtoy wheels, dosing aids. 

25.000 mtes. £39^50 

97 P S320 Saloon Green Black metaSc with Black leteher. 
electric healed front seats with memories. IB" AMG 
altoy wheels. 5 speed automatic, closing aids, 

9,000 mtes. £44,950 

95 N S500 Umo Blue Bladt metalfc wih Black leather, 

front and rear efimata control, B tuba aloy wheels, 
electric from seats with memories, dosing aids, 

26,000 mtes. £49,950 

96 P S500 Saloon Blue Black metallic urith Black laatter, 

electric heated front seats with memories, 

6 hole alloy wheels. 10,000 miles. £53,950 

97 P S500 Ltato Onyx Grey with Blade leather, electric 

heated front seats with memories, electric heated 
rear seat frort and rear clmala control, sgtf leveling 


Mercedes-Benz__ Mercedes-Benz 


We pay top prices for your quality used Mercedes-Benz. Contact Mike Thompson or Ian Clark on 










If you’re-talking part exchange, and they're talking 
problems, you're not talking Cruickshank. 


Sju oC2E h-’.’ATiC ,?MG 3.2 
55M e2cj ** * 

SJL E2iCi ***** 

Seri £22v 'A • . . - + 

931 E32i COUPE 5 Sad 'A' ***»• 
31J 33CCE 24'.''DUCHATALET' 

32J 23GCE 'A »* 

3;? E23C EST ELEGANCE • 

SEN CSS AMG 
SEN C23G ELEGANCE-*** 

97P C23GKELEGANCE 


w4h CD autochanger, electric roter b&nd, 
13.000 mites. £63,950 

91H 500SL Nautic Blue wth Mushroom tea&ier, air 
ccrxfiiiamng, rear child seal, drivers aibag, 

38.000 mtes. E82J5B 


GREAT WEST ROAD 0181 560 2151 

SUNDAY Piy31 S12245 

I Mcrcedes-Bcnx S-class 


94 M SZ80 Smoke Stow «Wi Mohreom Leaner. Auaxiukc. 

Glass Sunraul, Low Ifleage-E&000 

96 M S320 Great Black with Grey Leather, Atdmtefa, Sumctrf, 

Ctonotr Corurai, Bedric Front Seats, WataoJ Wood 

Stewng Wheel ax-managemert car-£30,000 

95 N 5500 LilM Steer mOi Black LfiaOter, Automatic. CEmafa 

ContteFtea Rote Bfirte 8 HcfaAlty Wheels_£44.000 

95N K00LtamAzurte3ue wifi Mushroom Leafier.Automate, 
CSrnate Central 10wner, 17,000 mtes-£46,000 

96 P 5500 Lima Green Back will Grey Lsatfw, 5 Speed 

Automate. SuWd. CSmata Ccrtri. BeOfc Heated Frwa 
Seats, WBh Mamofiaa, Biw Mnd, Paitomnic E57500 

97P S500UflM&B« Black reft Grey Leather. Very Ugh 

SpeaScaton. CMy 6,000 odes - £60,000 


Mercedes-Bem E-class 


96 N E230Be^tn Ruby Red wiBi Gray CfahAotontaiic, 

Cruise Conte, Sunraol_£ 26^00 

96 P E 230 EIe 9 ann%umteiMMatafc**BagsCk#. 

AutomaBc. ABoy Wheels. Cruae Crate, Low laaaje— £27,000 

97 P E230 Begance Green Bade w* Grey Clolh. 5 Speed 

Aumrete.AirCondtk)ning. . .' . . .£29,000 

OTP EZ30 Elegance Onyx Grey wMi BlackCtoft.5Speed 

97 P E320 Avantgarde VS Grew Hack w* Oey LsaJfier, ■ 

5 SpdAutanafcAiConrfirom^Elecsic Fite Seals— £40,000 


wwwmefcedesretailsco.uk 



Mercedes-Benz 


333 or0831 34470S email amtOlancasterplc.com 


MERCEDES 



^agagaLt 


iCOTTG 



P'^.Tia. JT.T! .7.?;:^ 

[j*. w ’w r, r,»<~ M 
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MERCEDES BENZ 

SLK230 

COMPRESSOR 


CHOICE OF 

5 TARS 

METALLIC PAINT 
AIR CONDITIONING 
LEATHER, 
CRUISE, TRACHON 
ABS, A/S/S, EW, 
PAS, EDM, 

CAT I ALARM, 
ALLOY WHEELS 


PRICES FROM 
£35,995 


| 014035 G 0751 

I .MUJiRSllOT^O.VDClUDrCi?..?) 



: 3*0 2131 


MERCEDES BENZ 

CLK 

200 230 320 


CHOICE OF 
4CARS 

ALL VERY HIGH 
SPECIFICATION 
MET 
AERCON 
LEATHER 
’R f REG& 
DELIVERY 
MILEAGE 
PRICES FROM 
£35,995 










SLK230 

Kompressor 


■OTP. Bribe Ster.Rretnbdi 
fawhir.VQmdiwteratertto 


mnriOdyJJMOiifa. . 

£33J5«LTrt«8i5863m 





























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Powerful Lotus Cortmas were used on patrol in the early 1960s 

T he orange Ford RS20QP up to IBOkg of eqitipmeni in the 
accelerated hard, exhaust back; But contrary to popular 
snarling, dust swirling in belief, police car engines are not 
its wake, the driver dick- generally tuned to provide extra 
■ ing through the gears. Its brake performance: the cost and potential 
lights flashed briefly and then it . damage to reliability are against 
was through the comer, speed that 

.building towards IlOmpli It is-essential, however, that the 

Two hundred yards behind, PC cars’ chassis are ■ modified to 
Bryan Evans in a V6 ford Mondeo counter the effects of that extra 
Estate, reached for the blue light ’ weight on a police vehicle's harv 
controls, switched on the siren and dling characteristics. 
floored the throttle. - So the fbeus is on improving its 

He had a tough task, and he ability - to cope with corners and 
knew it; for die RS he was chasing . wfth some of the more punishing 
was a Formula Two rally car in the problems likely to be met on a high- 
skilled hands of 1996 British Rally - speed-chase, induding* ironically, 
champion Gwyndaf Evans (no sleeping ppliesmen. And it is Ford’s 
relation). Ford works rally driver. ' motorsport experience that is al- 
And Gwyndaf does not like being lowing this to be done, 

caught— by anyone. Ford supplies about 40 per cent 

But PC Evans, of Greater: of the police cars on UK roads.' 
Manchester Police Accident Inves- from the panda<ar Fiesta to the 24- 
tigation Unit, proved no slouch valve Scorpio used to patrol our 
when it came to co-ordinating motorways, 
throttle, steering and brakes in a British police forces run about 
neat piece of wheeled artistry called - 27,000 vehicles, including 22,000 
the high-speed pursuit .. vans and cars, which are replaced 

To the accompaniment ctf the aiarareafS6;OOOayear. Pdiceuse 
wailing, whooping siren and the of cars has expanded rapidly since 
howl of tyres, the ITObhp Mondeo the Second World War. Before 
put up a fine performance aF then, cars were little used, as most 
though, not surprisingly, the long farces relied on motorcycles to 
arm of the law wasnot quite long control traffic.. 
enough to fed Evans's coDar fa file Ford has a long histoiy 0 f 
260bnp RS. supplying police vehicles, and has 

In fact. Evans the Rally and just opened a “one-stop shop? 
Evans the Law were both behaving • offering folly prepared “blue-light 
very responsibly on a track in vehicles" ready for service.Af the 
Essex, demonstrating just howweUiigb-security Ministry of Defence 
—and safely—a road traffic police Police headquarters at Wethers- 
car handles when it has to tackle field. Essex—former American Air 
the toughest opposition.. Force base — Raid Special Vehicle 

It must do that despite carrying ■ Preparations (SVP) can. prepare up 


Police Ford RS200 at an official test in 1986, up against a performance version of the company's Sierra — a joyrider's favourite 



Ford’s 170bhp six-cylinder Mondeo has toughened suspension 


to 2^500 cars and vans a year in a, 
dedicated new facility. 

Stiffening and strengthening the 
suspension is essential, and the 
work carried out on the V6 police 
. Mondeo. means that despite its 
180kg load, its handling and 
roadholding can equal or better 
that of a standard car. 

In 1995. Humberside Constabu¬ 
lary's Escort Cosworth was the first 
police car modified in conjunction 
with Ford Motorsport. It was given 
an underbody skidplale — like a 
giant sump-guard — and had 


modified suspension and rally 
wheels. 

That motorsport experience is 
now being put to far more extensive 
use on the SVP cats and vans. 
Gordon Spooner, who plays a key 
role in engineering Ford's rally 
cars, is a joint managing director of 
SVP. But John Beny, his co¬ 
managing director, stresses: "We 
are not in the bolt-on goodie 
market; we ensure that our vehicles 
operate as an integrated system." 

Typically, the cost of uprating 
suspension and brakes and equip¬ 


ping, a police car with roof light 
bar. siren and radio, is around 
£1,600. A challenge that SVP faces 
is that there is little commonality of 
equipment berween the UK’s 56 
police forces. 

Each has its preferred way of 
doing things, so there is no such 
thing as a national “standard" 
police vehicle, and even when SVP 
supplies cars, a constabulary will 
often put the finishing touches to it 
when it is delivered: “However, 
abort 25 per cent of the vehicles 
processed by us are folly 
equipped." says Beny. 

Exttaisive testing is carried out at 
Wethersfield on the track that the 
Evans duo used to good effect It 
features highly demanding corners 
plus the use of a runway for high¬ 
speed lane changing and flat-out 
testing. Durability is' vital: police 
patrol cars often have a 150,000- 
mile Life. 

SVP also equips armed response 
vehicles, which are equipped with 
bullet-proofing and special cases to 
cany weapons, including very seri¬ 
ous sniff such as the Heckler and 
Koch machine pistol. 

Unmarked police cars are also 
prepared at Wethersfield. For 


those, blue fights may be built inio 
the door mirrors or nicked away 
beneath the bumpers. But using a 
flashing blue light on a cable, 
attached magnetically to the roof— 
a favourite in Hollywood police 
films — is not popular with British 
police: it tends to slide gently 
backwards when pursuit speeds get 
to the lOOmph mark. 


B ut there is one piece of 
driving much beloved of 
Hollywood (Steve 
McQueen’s Mustang in 
Bullitt really started it all) that does 
concentrate minds at SVP: the 
“flying" police car. 

If it hits a humpback bridge or 
sleeping policeman at speed, the 
downforces that the chassis is 
subjected to on landing can be 
enormous. So SVP applies special 
strengthening — again based on 
lessons learnt from rallying — that 
will ensure the suspension does not 
appear through the bonnet John 
Boty phrases it carefully: “We 
design and build vehicles to meet 
the most arduous of conditions.” 

But I think what he really means 
to say is: "Eat your hearts out, 
Dukes of Hazzard ." 


light flight relief 

■ FLYING: Aero-enthusiasts 
will be looking on the lighter side 
of life this weekend. 

The world of kites, mode] 
aircraft, balloons, microti tes, 
hang-gliders and homebnilr 
planes is the focus of the 
international Air Sports 
Exhibition at Telford Exhibition 
Centre, near Shrewsbury 
today and tomorrow. 

The show, which is 
organised tty the British 
Microlite Aircraft Association 
and foe British Hang-gliding and 
Parascending Association, 
will also give visitors a chance to 
book flying holidays. 

MoT testers belted 

■ SAFETY: A damaged car 
seatbelt was passed by all 50 MoT 
testing stations chosen at 
random by the Royal Society for 
the Prevention of Accidents in a 
recent survey. Most of them also 
failed to spot other seatbelt 
faults. RoSPA is calling for extra 
training for MoT testers as a 
result. 

The survey was carried out 
with a car that had a cut in a front 
seatbelt near its anchorage 
point, a rear belt that would not 
retract fully and a centre rear 
belt partly hidden under the seat 

Not one station spotted the 
front damage. Eight per cent failed 
the car because of the non¬ 
retracting belt and another 22 per 
cent pointed it out and issued 
advice, only 46 per cent recovered 
the centre belt to inspect it 



ROLLS-ROYCE & 
BENTLEY - 


TOYOTA 


VOLKSWAGEN 


VOLVO 


ROLLS-ROYCE & 
BENTLEY 




Crofts 




Tel: (01642) 766000 



BENTLEY 
Continental T, 
October 1996, 
Diamond Rtac Saver, 
Tdmfihtnmnc. 

7,000 mHo. 

.. £17*500. . 

Tel: 0171 736 4818 


SELF DRIVE 

ROLLS-ROYCE AND BENTLEYS 

Drfv* In luxury aB year roundl 
Arrive tfthat special occasion in style! 

Tha most competitive rates! Weekend specials) 

HANWELLS OF LONDON 
Tel: 0171-4362070 Fax: 0171-436 3110 
Open Sunday 11-4 


CELICA GT Cabriolet, 

hlacfc, N95,30.000 mikx. 
cdftadio. leather trim, fiiHy 
skirted, power hood, alloy*. 

pldptoed 
Toyota badges, geurinc 
ituoa far ale. Tfo oavanes. 
*21,75*000. 

0410141222 


VOLKSWAGEN 



ROLLS-ROYCE & 
BENTLEY WANTED 


REGISTRATION 

NUMBERS 



MARKET RESEARCH 

33 DAISY HILL DRIVE, CHCi'.LLY ?• = 



Tab (916M) M4S51 


■Hu'i.'j*-') r'-x-i 


?(boper^ffil(pe 

50 UvylabmB, High Swat 
London W1U SAD 
TURBO M# ftyriBhoLL ft* SR 
UlfyEAUixySMOQnfc. XMJM 
sum aw W Red BtaaM^ncfa. 
0b* 2100* FSk Sun*.. J*» 
.SSXEB SWOT IS n- OpMPsJch. 

6 & 0 D 0 nb> fsh ittiai 

TURBO H«caw*B**.&rifag 
Specaafaa77«tWt...JaiA5B 

Tel: 01719351124 





6 COTTO 


mt Gatf VM Hr- Sato EUm. 

Lwfhgr touts, r H— BMhri 

d*. BWkw aAap, itart 

Men. u» to*, fttaanii rTftws 
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SOME YOU WIN 57 


WEEKEND 


did small 
investors fare 
the year? 



Russian around ss 

Can just two men 
analyse 27 states 
for a new fund? 




Clare Stewart looks at the problems and 
extra costs involved in buying, restoring 
and living in an historic or listed property 


D ream homes come in 
mar ty varieties — a 
cottage with roses 
round the door, a new 
sttowftouse, or a near roofless rain. 
For one recent buyer, the dream 
was a Tudor gatehouse. The buyer 
was a lady in Buenos Aires, who 
snapped it up after having seen h 
advertised on the Website of Pavil¬ 
ions of Splendour, a London agen¬ 
cy specialising in listed houses... . 

If you are drawn to.okier houses, 
lured by their cosy thatched appeal 
or elegant Georgian windows, you. 
need to be prepared for both-.the . 
extra costs and extra work that may 
be incurred, even if the property is- 
in good order. A structural survey 
is vital and for older bouses, a more . 
detailed report by- a specialist 
surveyor is particularly important 
“Never rely simply on a mort¬ 
gage valuation.” said Stephen Bon¬ 
iface. of Boniface Associates, an 
expert on historic properties. Itmay 
be that The mortgage company is 
happy with a basic report, but the 
buyer is likely to be storing up - 
problems for the futee, if they go 
ahead without an expert view-on 
the property's weaknesses. 

Such a report may be more 
expensive than a survey cm a 
modem house, but if carried out by 
someone who. said Mr Boniface, is 
up to date with modem conserva¬ 
tion practices, might mean the 
buyer does not spend money on 
costly or even inappropriate and 
potentially damaging repairs. " 

Key areas of concern in older 
houses are damp and timber prob¬ 
lems. A survey also has to look at* 
where more modem repairs may 
have been made tp toe original 
fabric, but which may conflict with 
these materials leading to probr 
lems, said Dadd Goodridge, a 
London specialist surveyor. y 
The Royal Institution of Char¬ 
tered Surveyors (RICS) will provide, 
a list of specialist surveyors .accred¬ 
ited by its Buildings Conservation 
Group, while organisations ych as . 
the Scdety for toe Protection of' 
-Ancient Buildings (SPAB) are also 


able to provide information. If toe 
house needs renovation, a good 
survey provides the first stage in 
assessing costs, which toe mort¬ 
gage company will need to know. 

Building societies will lode at 
each properly wi its merits, and few 
rule out lending on buildings over a 
certain age. However, many lend¬ 
ers are not keen on older and listed 
houses, and may steer dear of those 
built in unusual, materials or in 
some cases those that are timber- 
framed and timber-dad. 

Some building societies may be 
prepared- to lend only a small 
. amount, requirfogthe buyer to find 
a greater part (timepurchase price 
hum other resources. In addition 
some lenders will only consider a 
loan once much of required renova¬ 
tion work has been carried out 

S pecialist lenders such as toe 
Ecology Building Society 
do have broader lending 
criteria and. said Paul Ellis, 
chief executive, may consider loans 
on near-derelict buildings, where 
there is a viable opportunity to 
bring toe house back into use. The 
Ecology Building Society does stip¬ 
ulate the use of appropriate materi¬ 
als. where possible reclaimed, in 
the restoration, and also expects 
certain levels of insulation and 
energy effidency. 

Bqying a listed budding imposes 
conditions which may prove costly 
and onerous and it can be a crimin- 
al offence to cany out unauthorised 
work an a listed building. A large 
number of houses built up to 1840, 
said English Heritage, which “sur¬ 
vive in anything like.their original 
condition" are likely to be listed. 
Most will be classified as Grade !! 
listed which means, work an .the 
house must be approved by toe loc¬ 
al council’s conservation officer. 

If toe property is classified as 
GradeiP or Grade I. aity work on 
toe bouse must be approved by 
English Heritage, winch also offers 
adyioe & property owners. For inf¬ 
ormation on architects, engineers 
and conservation specialists, the 



Worth, toe wait Nicola Macdonald with toe 1720s Grade II cottages that her husband and a colleague from work are restoring 

Pooled resources provided the keys 


P rofessional knowledge of old buildings 
and their conservation helped to guide 
two families through toe complexities of 
buying a listed building (dare Stewart 
writes). Gordon Macdonald and Stephen 
Lawrence are both project managers at Caip^ 
enter Oak and Woodland in Chippenham, 
-Wiltshire, a company which specialises in the 
conservation of timber-framed buddings. “We 
were both looking for properties of a similar 
nature and price but almost everything we 
found in that price range was a wreck that 
needed a lot of time and work to make 
habitable,“ said Mr Macdonald. 

They derided to pool their resources and 
were then able to look ata wider choice df pro¬ 
perties. Among these was a pair of stone and 


timber cottages at Biddestone, dose to where 
they worked. The cottages, bought for 
£110,000, are about 270 years old and Grade n 
fisted. They were originally built for labourers 
at a nearby stone quarry. 

A detailed survey was carried out, which, 
said Mr Macdonald, was essentiaL Finding a 
surveyor who understood older buildings and 
their conservation was also important. • 

The two couples went to the Ecology 
Building Society for a mortgage because of its 
interest in toe sympathetic conservation of 
buildings. “We realised that there would be 
problems with damp and insulation and felt 
strongly that chemical damp-proof treatments 
were not necessarily toe best option.' 

All toe work in toe cottages had to be 


approved by the local listed buildings inspec¬ 
tor. Mr Macdonald added: “It helped that we 
presented a cohesive plan for the two cottages 
together and toe inspector was delighted that 
we were demolishing two horrendous 1960s 
additions.” 

Both families expect to invest more than 
£20,000 in renovation work and are confident 
it will be money well spent. “We would not do 
it unless we were certain we could recover the 
investment,” said Mr Macdonald. 

Mr Macdonald, his wife, Nicola, and five- 
year-old daughter. Megan, moved into one 
cottage in August, though more work has to be 
done, while Mr Lawrence and his partner, 
Stephanie Waddington. expect to move into 
theirs after Christmas. 


Society for the Protection of Ancient 
Buildings is another good.source. 
“Buying professional .advice may. 
appear expensive but always works' 
out as the right derision,"-, said 
GwynHeadley, managing director 
of Pavilions of Splendour. Insur¬ 


ance isanother area where it is vital 
to get the right cover. Many of the 
larger insurance companies will 
take' on a 16th-century cottage or 
Queen Anne mansion, but because 
it is but of .toe run of their usual 
business, you could pay a big 


premium. “The biggest problem 
with owning a listed building is 
that of being underinsumL” said 
Ian Berry, manager of the listed 
properties division of Lambert 
Fenihurch, a specialist insurance 
broker. 


The cost of rebuilding a listed 
building several hundred years bid 
is very difficult to estimate accu¬ 
rately. Many general insurance 
companies may use modem re¬ 
building rates in assessing costs 
which could result in inadequate 


cover, and leave homeowners fac¬ 
ing crippling bills in the event of a 
fire or other serious damage. 

Lambert Fenchurch seeks to 
cover this problem by guaranteeing 
that it will meet the difference if die 
property is underinsured. While 
insuring a fisted building may 
move more costly than a modem 
house, there are some advantages 
with older properties. “Timber- 
framed properties are often without 
foundation so are not affected by 
subsidence. Also stone-built houses 
are very strong and resist ground 
movement,” Mr Berry said. 

If you own a property with a 
thatched roof, it is again worth 
using a specialist, rather than a 
general insurer. Because of fire 
risks, thatched houses have to have 
their wiring checked and approved 
every six years, keep chimneys 
swept and have firefighting equip¬ 
ment to hand. Insurance will be 20 
to 40 per cent higher for thatched 
houses than for slate or tiled-roofed 
homes, said Mr Berry, who also 
manages Thatched Owners Insur¬ 
ance, part of Lambert Fenchurch. 

In spite of the extra costs that may 
be involved, househunlers should 
not be put off buildings with 
thatched roofs. “Thatch has had a 
bad press because of the fire risks 
when die roof is very new." said 
John Husband, senior partner of 
Humberts, the estate agent “But it 
is worth remembering that it is a 
very good insulator, so that the 
house will be cool in summer, warm 
in winter. It is also pretty obvious 
from looking at thatch whether or 
not it needs replacing.” For brokers 
specialising in older houses and 
thatched buildings, contact the Brit¬ 
ish Insurance and Investment Bro¬ 
kers Association (BIIBA). 


CONTACTS 


■ RICS 0171-2227000 

■ BIIBA 0171-623 9043 

■ SPAB 0171-3771644 

■ Ecology Bonding Society 01535 
635933 

■ Stephen Boniface Associates: 
0181-5547914 

■ David Goodridge 0171-730 0701 

■ Pavilions of Splendour 0181-348 
1234 

■ Lambert Fenchurch 0181-506 
6211 

■ English Heritage 0171-973 3434 

■ Humberts 01273 478828 
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GIVE UP WORK? 

US If you want to plan on retiring comfortably, better start 
now. By discovering how a little put away early in Investment 
Trust shares could turn into a tidy sum by the time you retire. 

Making it happen couldn't be easier. And you can start 
investing from as little as £25 per month. 

So why not clip the coupon and find out more about 
Investment TYusts from the AITC, the association 
that speaks for Investment Trust companies. 

Or phone 01714315222, quoting reference NA. 

THE ASSOCIATION OF INVESTMENT TRUST COMPANIES 
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Clare Stewart on using the Internet to meet your financial needs 


Caught on the Web 


S earch the Web. Down¬ 
load data. Surf the NeL 
It is hard to miss the 
various exhortations to tap 
into rhe Internet and find out 
the answer to everything you 
ever wanted to know. 

Recent Weekend Money ar¬ 
ticles on share prices on the 
Internet have brought re¬ 
quests from readers who are 
seeking to know more about 
oilier financial information on 
the Web and how to find it. 

Whether you want to get to 
grips wi* the judge’s opinion 
in the Louise Woodward case, 
flick through Nosa's snaps of 
Mars or find out if you have 
won the National Lottery, the 
Internet is the place to go. 

In just the same way you 
can tap into a vast range of 
personal finance information, 
from the latest share prices to 
good deals on pef insurance. 
Forget about cutting out 

please-send-me-more-infor- 
mation coupons from the back 
of magazines, and waiting for 
a response to come through 
rhe letterbox. The Inremet is 
increasingly used as a market¬ 
ing tool by companies to 
promote their products and 
services. 

This week we take a brief 
look at what it all means and 
how to work the World Wide 
Web of information. 



The Internet is growing in popularity as a too! to provide much financial information 


purers include a free Internet 
trial period thrown in with the 
purchase. One connection op¬ 
tion through BT Internet for 
example costs £11.75 a month 
on top of which you pay 
according to the time you 
spend online, with Aik 
charged at local rates. 


What exactly is the 
Interact? 


How do you find yoor 
way around? 


useful place to start is a 
general personal finance di¬ 
rectory or Money World 
(www.moneyworld.oo.uk), an 
electronic magazine of 
in formation. 

As with all Web sites it will 
link into other sites such as 
those of banks, building soci¬ 
eties and other financial ser¬ 
vices groups. 


In simple terms it is a 
network that finks infer¬ 


ence you are connect¬ 
ed up, the library of 


Can 1 find out about 
share prices? 


mation sources to provide a 
global library. Ignoring the 
sometimes baffling technical 
speak, you will perhaps find it 
easier to think of using the 
Internet just as you would any 
library, searching through dif¬ 
ferent books or information 
sites to find the details you 
require. Unlike a conventional 
library, however, the Internet 
provides access to information 
that is being constantly updat¬ 
ed. The Internet as a vast 
communications network, en¬ 
compasses electronic mail or 
e-mail, allowing users to send 
messages worldwide. 


How do I get onto the 
Interact? 


A personal computer, 
a modem and an 


Internet service provider are 
the three essentials. There are 
numerous companies that 
provide the online connection 
to the Internet with the largest 
induding BT Internet Pipex 
and CompuServe. Costs will 
vary and some personal com- 


information is accessible. To 
pinpoint more precisely what 
you need to know, it is a 
matter of using so-called 
search engines such as Ya¬ 
hoo!. which are directories of 
available sites, from which 
you can choose by subject 
category. 

If you are looking for gener¬ 
al information about a" topic 
you can either type in a 
generic phrase, such as home 
insurance or fixed mortgages 
which will bring up a daunt¬ 
ing list of possible sites. Each 
will give details of the prod¬ 
ucts offered by a particular 
company, and how to find out 
more information. 

Alternatively if you know 
precisely what site you want, 
you type in its specific address. 
For example if you wanted to 
know what Direct Line had to 
offer, it can be found at 
www.directiine.co.uk. 


It is possible to follow 
share price movements 


in markets across the world, 
nor just in London. Y'ou will 
have to pay extra if you want 
to see live or real-time share 
prices. ESI (www.esi.co.uk). 
one provider for example, 
charges subscribers £20 a 
month, or for a more limited 
selection of ten shares, the 
charge is £5 a month. Alterna¬ 
tively prices supplied with a 
20 -minute delay are usually 
free, if you have registered 
with the provider. 

Topic (wvvw.market- 
i.co.uk), the data service that 
supplies City dealing rooms 
uirft shares prices, also sup¬ 
plies the I ntemet. though 
again to see real rime prices 
there is a charge. At present 
for London Srock Exchange 
prices it is £15 a month. 


have links with brokers; alter¬ 
natively you can go direct to 
companies such as Sharelink, 
the largest execution-only bro¬ 
ker in the UK. (www.share- 
ltnk.com) 

Dealing this way can be a 
cheaper option, says 
Sharelink. which charges ac¬ 
cording to the amount of 
trading carried out For exam¬ 
ple, there is a flat fee of £15 per 
trade, regardless of its size, 
while if you want to buy and 
sell frequently, there is a 
Frequent Traders Club which 
allows unlimited trading. To 
join this there is an an annual 
fee of • E60 and a quarterly 
administration charge of £6. 


What about other direct 
services? 


Websites are becom¬ 
ing more interactive al- 


Where is a good place 
to start? 


What about buying and 
selling shares? 


To avoid being del¬ 
uged with information a 


It is possible to deal in 
shares once you have 
registered with the relevant 
broker. Croups such as ESI 


though the majority are used 
by financial services groups to 
provide information on prod¬ 
ucts and services. 

This week Interactive Inves¬ 
tor International (HI), an in¬ 
vestment information servioe 
on the Internet, announced 
further expansion of its ser¬ 
vices by teaming up with 
Dialog, the online information 
group. 

Dialog is to provide some of 
its services free to investors 
using the III site which will 
mean they have access to news 
headlines and summaries 
from a wide range of sources. 


For help with using the Net 
there is a UK Internet Users 
Croup on 0I71-60S 0608. 
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The Corporate Bond PEP 


Legal & General's km costs provides 
better value and reduces risk 


Legal & General have led the way 
in providing low cost, high performance 
PEPs to our customers. 


The low cost 


CURRENTLY PAYING 

"7 a. 

TAY-FRF/L INCOME 


high income PEP 


foxxisr cost 
-ONLY 0-5 r 


AN NI AI MYNAGIAUN 1 
CHARGE 


VO INITIAL f Ef 


NO V fTHDRAW-VL 111: 


Over the years, our determinaton to 
provide outstanding value for money 
has meant that today. Legal & General 
Investment Management has in excess of 

£50 billion under management. 

Now, we are delighted to introduce 
the latest improvement to our PEP 
range - Legal St General’s Corporate 
Bond PEP. ' 

Once ag^in. we’ve 
delivered unbeatable value, 
providing the lowest cost 
diversified Corporate Bond PEP on the 
market with annual management 
charges of only 0.596, with no initial or 
withdrawal fee. 

So, for a regular, high tax-free 
income on your savings find out more 
about Britain's best value Income PEP 
today. Just complete and return the 
coupon or call 0500 11 66 22 now. 



Find out wore non-phone free 050011 6622 
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Save the new Ford Edsel 


P repare for the worst This week's 
proposals for individual savings 
accounts confirm the suspicion 
that new Labour soil thinks savers are 
good but investors are bad. If Britain's 
richest minister stiU believes that any¬ 
one with £50,000 savings is “very well 
off', then any venture to encourage the 
bulk of families to provide for them¬ 
selves looks doomed. As soon as OK 
savers build up a modest sum. they 
become non-OK investors. 

Private investors and regular savers 
must expect the dunking behind Isas to 
govern other reforms: die stakeholder 
pension and its ramifications, the review 
of capital gains tax and changes to 
inheritance tax. A compulsory low-level 
funded pension might well give the 
pretext to stop contributions above that 
level qualifying for income tax relief. 

The annual gains tax allowance might 
be abolished and left to self-assessment 
If long-term gains are to be taxed less, 
pension funds could be hit again and 
property gain an edge aver shares. 

On Geoffrey Robinson’s definition, 
the threshold for inheritance tax could 
allow only for modest savings -and an 
average £65.000 house, perhaps 
£100,000 in all. New Labour's roots are 
still so shallow, however, that a 
£500,000 house in Islington might just 
as easily be accommodated as a norm 
for Middle England. 

The Isa proposals exemplify tins 
mental muddle. They bring together 
three strands: Labour's desire to per¬ 
suade bands of low-income earners with 
virtually no financial savings to put a 
little aside; firm pre-election promises to 
keep popular Tessas and Ftps; and the 
dire warnings issued by the Inland 
Revenue when presented with any new 
scheme offering tax relief. 

Not surprisingly, the product coming 
off the drawing board is die Ford Edsel 
of savings. The Isa is a vehicle designed 
with elements of what everyone asked 
for, but in consequence is costly to 
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proluce and will appeal to few. Labour’s 
own ideas are confused. Hie new guard 
rightly sees that people who want to save 
but have little to spare wifi prefer a 
simple, flexible scheme that lets them 
take out cash if needed and not have to 
woijy about tax. For them, tong-term 
savings are best built by. short-term 
saving, made easier by transferring odd 
sums into savings using a card at the 
local cash machine or supermarket 

The folksy wing, including unions. 
Coops and Frank Field, wants to revive 
low-level insurance schemes from be¬ 
fore foe welfare state, “offered by 
friendly societies and other insurers 
which have traditionally attracted funds 
from smaller savers". These have vir¬ 
tues, but cost is not one of them. Nor is 
flexibility. Their value depends on 
regular saving, year after year. 

These two objectives do not easily sit 
in foe same scheme. Once a scaled-down 
annual Pep is added. Isa becomes 
complex costly and OlogicaL Estab¬ 
lished private investors find Little wel¬ 
come, not least from a £50,000 lifetime 
ceiling. Yet a shopper is encouraged to 
pop £50 into Japanese share warrants 
along with the weekly groceries. 

The Inland Revenue also went ballistic. 
It fears that interest rat scores of billions in 
building society deposits will become 
permanently tax-free. So foe “cash compo¬ 


nent" is limited to 1UXXI a y&rtneept 
for transferring Tessa 
rules are threatened for the tl.GOGa* 
year “life insurance compoxsnr tu 
make sure it is nora ash whsfcRKt . 
Most bizarrely. cash would «-• aSmWd 
in the “stocks and shares component* 
only if no interest is paid on ft. theremra 
being pocketed by the lucky manager. 
Yet £50.000 could be invested ;n bones, 
on which interest would be cash-free. 

Can the Isa be saved? OrJ> if a 
Government with a huge majority realty 
wants to listen. Ministers must first 
sand up to the Inland Revenue. Time 
and again. Revenue caution made damp 
squibs of Tory initiatives such as proSt- 
related pay, share-save schemes and 
peps. To make them work, tax incentives 
were then progressively made more 
generous, sometimes going over the top 
to compensate. To have a chance, Isas 
should start with foe maximum relief or 
highest risk of tax loss that ministers are 
prepared to concede later. 






H aving one portmanteau scheme 
makes Isas complex, not sim¬ 
ple. Few providers would offer 
an Isa with the full range of options. And 
they would be aimed only at those 
transferring £50.000 at once or saving 
the maximum E5.000 a year. 

On cost grounds, small savers will 
usually be offered Isas with only one 
component So why bother to cram them 
all into one strahjacket? If the scheme is 
to attract those looking to bener them¬ 
selves. foe £50,000 lifetime limit must 
go, whatever the restrictions on annua! 
saving or Pep transfers. Pep holders 
paying standard rate tax might not want 
to transfer to Isas, depending on what 
comes of the gains tax review. By then, 
the Chabcellor might know whether he 
wants to boost savings as awhote to help 
the economy, or just encourage those 
near the poverty line to help to cut 
welfare spending. Isas would sacrifice 
the former for a hope of the farter. 
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C oncerns about stock 
market stability have 
spurred many inves¬ 
tors to consider switching 
from shares to gilts and bonds. 
But as one Times reader has 
discovered, changing invest¬ 
ments held in a personal 
equity plan can be a complicat¬ 
ed and frustrating business. 

John Bailey, a retired civil 
servant, has used self-select 
Peps from foe Bank of Scot¬ 
land to protect his share 
holdings from tax since 1990. 
Some of his shares, induding 
Shell, have performed very 
well, so last month he decided 
to take profits on holdings 
worth about £15.000. 

“My wife and I dedded to 
switch some of these equities 
to corporate bonds to provide 
greater stability as well as 
improved income,'' he says. 
“We consulted our Pep-provid¬ 
er. who said there was no 
problem, so we gaverinstruo • 
dons for foe sale of some 
equities." 

However, when Mr Bailey 
tried to reinvest his money, he 
found it difficult to obtain 
information about buying cor¬ 
porate bonds. The Bank of 
Scotland does not have a 
stockbroking arm, so its self¬ 
select Pep is run on an 
execution-only basis. This 
means the investor is entirely 
responsible for drawing to- 


Hassle factor 
kicks into play 
as Pep investor 
switches funds 


gether information and mak¬ 
ing investment derisions. 

He considered buying units in 
a corporate bond fund, but 
encountered two problems, if he 
held the units within his existing 
Bank of Scotland Peps, he 
would have to pay two lots of 
fees — one to foe Bank for 
administering the Pep. and a 
second to the fond manager for 
setting up units and running the 
corporate bond - fund. This 
would wipe out much erf foe- 
benefits of investing in the fund. 

He considered transferring 
one or two of his Peps to a Pep 
manager who offered a corpo¬ 
rate bond Pep. Such Peps typi¬ 
cally levy just initial and annual 
charges an the underlying fund. 
Fees for administering foe Fep^ 
are usually waived. 

A corporate bond fond may 
also reduce the risk of loss for 
the investor by spreading his 


money over a wider range of 
bonds than he would normally 
be able to afford. 

Ian Miliward. manager of 
investment marketing with 
Chase de Vere Investments, 
the independent financial ad¬ 
viser in Bath, recommends 
two corporate bond Peps. The 
Virgin Direct Income Pep has 
a running yield of 7JJ percent 
(no initial charge. 0.7 per cent 
annual), while the .Legal & 
General Corporate Band' Pep 
has a running yield of 7.4 per 
cent (no initial. 0.5 per oenr 
annual charge). 

However, Mr Bailey then 
discovered the Bank of Scotland 
had rolled all his self select Peps 
into one entity. Under Revenue 
rules, investors may not transfer 
part of a ftp’s investments, 
leaving foe rest in the old Pep. 
As the bank could no longer 
discriminate between the Peps, 


he either had to transfer all his 
money, or none. 

Mr Miflward says many 
investors may find similar 
problems when transferring 
money, “if you set up more 
than one ftp with the same 
ftp provider, it wifi roU your 
Peps into one. The co m puter 
systems can no longer tell 
which investments were made 
in different tax years,” he says. 

“The problem would be 
solved if foe Inland Revenue 
would allow investors to trans¬ 
fer abortion of their entire ftp 
holdings, regardless of wheth¬ 
er it comprises all the invest¬ 
ments held in a angle ftp 

Investors who want to trans¬ 
fer individual ftps should 
invest tyith a different 
provider each year. 

Matthew . Orr. managin g 
partner of killik & Ca the 
broker, recommends two euro¬ 
bonds. TheBT bond runs until 
2003. with a running yield of 
7.05 per cent and redemption 
yield oT7.12S percent (price 101 p 
per unit)- Its coupon is pud on 
September 15 every year. The 
British Oxygen Corporation 
brad canpfetnait5 this, paying 
its coupon an Rbnsuy 18. h 
runs until 2004. with a running 
yield of 6.9 per cent and a 
redemption yidd of 6.75 per ceru 
(price 98p per unit). 



ftp 


Jill Insley 



Inheritance Tax 


HAVE VOL PLANNED AHEAD? 


TAX RATES 


The present 40% tax rate 
may increase. 


. A GIFTS TAX 

Tax to all chargeable gifts 
may apply. 


BUSINESS PROPERTY RELIEF 

The current relief of 100% may not 
survive in its present form. There may be 
some restriction on the total relief available. 


Action is needed in advance of any changes 
• Now a the tone to review your position 


You do not have to give np control of capital, or necessarily 
reduce your income, to save tax. It is also possible to allow for 
a recovery of capital should circumstances or health change. 


Thomson's are a leading Independent Financial Planning adviser 
in the Estate- Planning field and have specialise^ in this area for 
over 30 years. With £850 million of clients* funds under 
supervision, we understand the problems and can provide an 
individual solution to suit your own situation. 


To receive your complimentary guide to 
Inheritance Tax Planning telephone Hazel 
Evans on Lo -Call 0345 939 112 or complete 
the coupon and return it to: 

Thomson's Financial Planning 
Consultants Ltd 
I Wilton Road 
London, SW1V ILL 



Thomson's 

FINANCIAL PLANNING 

Offices in: 

"Glasgow eUeth »LUmetudna eLondon eManchmcreSaiabiay 

JQST Request Form 

Name -... J m _■ 


Address ... 


—...—— Postcode ... 


Telephone No_........ . I •;. i ^ 
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BIGGER CASH PAYMENTS 
FOR ENDOWMENTS! 
CALL FREE 0800 783 0862. 





*JHE BEST 

JV !NCS u 


The UK's biggest buyer pays top prices for poBdes. nnp 

Your policy mud be at least 8 yean old and satisfy oar 
selection criteria. 

FAX: 0181 2074950 


SECURITISED ENDOWMENT CONTRACTS PLC 

SBC House. 49 'ntoobodd St. BordnoMood Hara WD6 4RZ. 
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Discounts i 


ENDOWMENT POLICIES 
WANTED 




We Deliver Competitive Prices, 
Quick Resnfts, and Qnality Service 

THE INSURANCE POLICY : 
TRADING COMPANY LTD 


22 CHURCH STREET: GODALMING; GU7IEVST 

8 01483 427575 : Fax 01483 4188# 
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Traded Endowment policies ;* 
For a good deal more 7 wtifefj^§ 
you are buying or selling,” 

talk to \ 

Neville lamest 


• We pay more than surrender vaIue/orsirit^fe «^l ": 
profits endowment policies ■ 


• Intelligent, competitively priced policy lists every' > 7 
-week ... 


• No costs for selling or buying 


—;—‘ please CALL now-: 

01243 52 0Q 00 

OR RAX 

01243 52 00 01 

EVERYDAY &OOAM - 840PM 


Neville ? : 

JAMES 


ItelMedBnclMtfa* 

hdfwinih 


• Mela. 
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feJS? S n, PV 1 0 L Sn ? w 011 o'” 1 doorsteps this week has 
"ready fuelled the fantasies of Britain's 328,000 skiers. 

toeslush on the M25 fora Bfc on the 
nu came cheaner than nwa«B. _.u 


m’iT74mT^: 


ranine ema cash wffl stretch to a few more rounds of GWntcin 
{Lmnne Roseand Susan Emmett write}. 

Those heading for French resorts, the most popular destfo- 
Cook, the travel company, will get more thair 
4^46 francs for £500, an extra £66.68 : for your money. 

Austrian schillings are even better value, yielding £70 more 
than last year, and if you are off to Switzerland, that’s an ratra 


T wo members of Week¬ 
end Money reader Dave 
TupmarTs ski party suf¬ 
fered injury -during their two- ' 
week holiday in Andorra last 
January! Fortunately, .Mr 
Tupman, a design engineer 
from.Guildford, Surrey, was 
covered with fully comprehen¬ 
sive ski insurance — his total 
daim came to £3,000 (Lizanne 
Rose writes). ' 

“The incident happened on 
the very last afternoon of my 
holiday. Weld had a great day 
snowboarding and were bead¬ 
ing up to the top of die 
mountain for a final descent. 
But the ground was icy and as 
l was getting off the riialriift, 
my snowboard slipped from 
under me and 1 ■ fell 
backwards." 

Mr Tupman brake both 
bones in his left forearm in 
threeplaces. 

“I knew immediately that h 
was broken — I heard the 
crack — and after five minutes 
it was extremely painful. The. 
difficulty was that because rt 
occurred at toe top of toe 
mountain. I had to get down 
again before I could be treated. 

I had either the option of a 
sledge or chairlift and chose * 
the latter".. . ■ . .**■ 

Because Mr Tupman was' 
covered, any treatment would . 
be diarged to toe insurance 
company and not to him.. 


£40 in your pocket A six-day ski pass will cost you between £60 
and £106. But if you are more interested in toe apres-ski it may 
be worth getting a. half-day ski pass valid from midday. 

Siding at 40 mph down a black-run may be perilous, but not 


flinging yourself down a mountain is a little more dangerous 
than lying on a beach. Ski insurance is about a third more 
expensive than standard holiday cover. 

Expect to pay about £25 a week if you are heading for Europe 
and about' £60 for two weeks in toe US, although prices vary. 
However, not aU policies cover off-piste skiing unless you are 
accompanied by a local guide or qualified ski instructor. 


a winter break 
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Painful souvenir: Dave Tupman with toe X-ray plates from the hospital in Andorra 


“After X-rays at the - 
Medicentre, it was clear,! 
would need hospital treatment, 
and an ambulance was called. 

1 was detained overnight and 
had a 4h-hour operation toe 
next day with two surgeons 
plus an anaesthetist When it 
camRjtp.settling,.toe bill, L 
contacted The insurance coin-, 
pray and they sorted every¬ 
thing out by liaising vtoh . toe 
hospital. AU 1 had to pay was 
£75 excess.” . 


Not only does insurance 
cover you for hospital treat¬ 
ment but most companies will 
also pay for return flights. Mr 
Tupman had missed his flight 
because of toe operation but 
his policy covered him and a 
ntew plane ticket was arranged 
for both him and a. friend to 
return home. An extra nigHt & 
an hotel was also reimbursed 
for his friend. 

“I have taken out ski insur¬ 
ance on all my trips but never 


had to make a daim before. 
The .actual cost erf toe insur¬ 
ance is quite cheap — 1 chose 
Columbus because it only 
specialises in insurance and 
was also cheaper than a travel 
agent I was impressed that 
the daim went • straight 
through. Despite now having 
22 screws in my aim! I haven’t 
been put off. I dD plan to go 
snowboarding soon and 
wouldn’t hesitate to take out 
their insurance again." 


TOP PEP 
DISCOUNTS 



DISCOUNTS ALSO AVAILABLE ON 

UNIT TRUSTS • INCOME BONDS • WITH PROFIT BONDS 
PENSIONS AND LIFE POLICIES 

For finlwda^i of onr Emstthm aty mfct and FREE Pndaa kfamaUoa cantor 

Financial Discounts DfFWct 

FREEPOST • ALTON - HANTS * G4J3 4. I BR 


FREEPHONE: 0500 498 477 
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An ugly sister at first glance 


T ust in time for the 
* I pantomine season, the 
mJ Treasury has pro¬ 
duced its own piece of 
slapstick, unintended but 
nevertheless not to be 
missed. 

The launch of the indi¬ 
vidual savings account 
(Isa), intended to ensure 
that we all enjoy prosper¬ 
ous Christmases in the next 
millennium, had various 
elements of farce: A multi¬ 
millionaire minister dis¬ 
missed anyone with 
savings of more than 
£50,000 as a fat cat Those 
who merely aspired to 
retire with tins kind of 
money were as unamused 
as those in the Croesus 
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ANNE ASHWORTH 

Personal Finance 
Editor 


There followed confu¬ 
sion over official figures. 
The numbers who would 
be hit by the £50,000 Isa 
maximum investment limit 
began at 750,000 and end¬ 
ed at 350,000. However, 
there is no guarantee, that 
this last total is accurate, 
merely conveniently 
smaller. 

like any Whitehall farce. 


the piece had its traditional 
features. It has become 
customary for Treasury 
ministers to provide, when¬ 
ever possible, new business 
opportunities for the life 
insurance industry. Not 
wishing to break with the 
past, new Labour has 
allowed £1.000 of the 
£5.000 annual Isa limit to 
be placed in msurance 
policies. 

In one wing of toe Trea- 
sury.toc Economic Secre¬ 
tary threatens to remove 
toe livelihoods of insur¬ 
ance chief executives who 
have been tardy in paying 
compensation to victims erf 
pension mis-seOing. 

In another, toe Paymas¬ 
ter General passes over to 


jjjSS* “^repentant fellows 
g 10 ^ responsibility for 
ouTfinanria] futures. 

The Isa has been 
bunched with theadmira- 
"m of encouraging 
on low incomes to 
»ve. Yet the Government 
is happy to give a slice of 
the action to the same 
industry that urged toou- 
s ^ nds of poorly paid em¬ 
ployees to leave Serps, toe 
additional state pension 
scheme for personal 
pensions. 

hi a scandal that has yet 
to be fully investigated, toe 
tiny contributions of these 
unfortunate individuals 
have been eaten away by 
administration charges 

The structure of the new 


Isa, part cash, part insur¬ 
ance; part shares and unit 
trusts, has seemingly been 
designed to suit life insur¬ 
ers and their systems. 

Ministers daim that the 
involvement of the super- 
market banks will ensure a 
high level of competition, 
and thus drive down 
charges. 

There is also some talk of 
fresh regulation to ensure 
that all Isa providers dis¬ 
play commissions and fees 
in a straightforward way. 
However, successive at¬ 
tempts to ensure charge 
disclosure have failed 
because some insurers 
have the utmost expertise 
in concealment 

This weekend, the Isa 
has few supporters. But the 
unenthusiastic reception 
for its debut means that it 
will surely be remodelled 
during toe consultation 


Meanwhile, better deals 
for small savers are al¬ 
ready arriving. The Bristol 
& West pre-Isa account will 
be paying 725 per amt on 
balances of just £10. 
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Read all about our award-winning 
Investments in the" Mercury Investor’s 
Guide. For your free copy, contact your 
financial adviser, call us now or return 
the coupon. 


Ouch: toe X-ray confirmed that his left forearm was broken 


Mercury Asset Management has been 
voted 1997 Fund Management Group of 
the Year by Investment Week - a leading 
financial newspaper. 

We won this award not just 
because of the excellent performance 

achieved across 


our wide range of 
Hinds, bUL also 
because of the 
investment process 


which lies behind 


this success. 

. We are one of the largest fund 
management groups in the UK, with over 
£100 billion under management. 


The value of investments may fluctuate and Is not guaranteed. ■ Issued by Mercury Asset Management pJc, 33 King WDSam Street, London EC4R 9AS 

(regulated by IMRO). ■ For your protection, telephone cate are usually recoded. 



& 0800 080011 


lb: Brochise Requests. Mercury Asset Management, FREEPOST 
KE4930, London EC4B 4DQ. Please send my FREE copy of the 
Mercury Investor^ QuJda FtafcTMGN 50/97 

Surname _ 

First name _ Trite_ 


Postcode 




















































56 WEEKEND MONEY __ 

John Give ns continues our series for those intending to become self-employed 

In search of the greatest asset 


I t might not happen from 
day one. but if you are 
going to maks a success of 
building a small enterprise 
into a successful business the 
chances are that at some st3ge 
you will need to take on staff. 

Although this may at first 
appear to be a straightforward 
task, recruiting and holding 
on to good people is far from 
easy, as many stressed person¬ 
nel managers will tell you, and 
if it is your first experience of 
employing staff, knowing how 
to go about it and what it is 
likely to cost can make life 
easier, if not cheaper. 

■ Word of mouth- Undoubt¬ 
edly the easiest and cheapest 
way to recruit people is by 
employing someone you know 
or you have heard about by 
word of mouth. This will take 


a lot of the hassle, expense and 
risk out of recruiting and at 
best it might cost you a few 
pints down the local pub or a 
dinner at a nice restaurant. 

However, care should be 
taken when employing some- 
body who is a friend because, 
although it may seem like a 
fun and cosy arrangement at 
the outset, it can be hard to 
manage friendships in a 
stressful business environ¬ 
ment and acrimony could 
soon set in. 

■ The jobcentre. The job¬ 
centre is a government-run 
organisation which provides a 
free employment service for 
companies and jobseekers. 

If you are looking for gener¬ 
al staff such as administration 
or manual workers it will be 
an ideal place to go. The staff 









at the local branch will liaise 
with you to help you to find the 
person you need by setting up 
interviews. 

■ Colleges and universities. 
If you are looking for someone 
with specific qualifications 
who need not necessarily have 
work experience, there is a 
good chance that colleges and 
universities will advertise your 
vacancy internally free of 
charge. 


YOU CAN BE SURE OF 



CROSS 

RETURN 


THE TOP FIXED OIUE-YEAR 
RATE ON £10,000 AND OVER 


■ Advertising in the press. If 
none of the cost-free options 
for finding the right person is 
open to you, then if is time to 
put your hand in your pocket. 

Advertising in newspapers 
and magazines can be a very 
successful way of identifying a 
number of quality people who 
could do the job for you. 

However, it can be very 
expensive. If you decide to 
advertise in your local news¬ 
paper you can expect to pay a 
rate based on each single 
column centimetre of space 
you buy. 

What you will pay .depends 
on the catchment area and 
circulation of the newspaper 
and the bigger it is, the more it 
will cost you. 

The Newcastle Evening 
Chronicle, for example, has a 
circulation of 114,000 and 
charges £25.55 for each single 
column centimetre, which 
means that if you placed an 
advertisement for a job mea¬ 
suring IOcm deep across two 
columns of the page, your 
bank account would end up 
£511 lighter. 

The Evening Standard in 
London, which boasts a circu¬ 
lation of almost 450,000, has a 
rale of £6S per single column 
centimetre, which means the 
same sized advert would cost 
£1360. 

Press advertising is not 
guaranteed to work and if you 
do not find the person you 


The top one-year, fixed-rate account 
is currently paying an excellent 8.01 % 
gross return (6.43% net return). 

It is exclusive to Chase de Vere 
Investments and comes from one of 
the UK's top five building societies. 


To find out more about this 
outstanding investment, call us or 
complete the coupon. 

But please act quickly - this is a 
strictly limited offer and too 
good to miss. 



Please return the coupon to: Chase tie Vere Investments, FREEPOST. Bristol BS38 7JX 


CALL NOW FOR DETAILS 



0800 805 806 

FREEPHONE LINES OPEN 24 HOURS 


CHASE DE VERE 

-INVESTMENTS PL C- 

THE POaOflAl. INVESTMENT AUTMCVOTr DOC. WO 7 REGULATT 

■UU3WC KJOET* INVESTMENTS. 
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FREE OF BASIC RATE TAX 
OVER 5JSYEARS 

New issue of «hi« hugely 
successful High Income Bond 
Is now available. Some capital 
risk If stockmvfccu arc tower 
after 5 Vi years - nil stock- 
market growth required for 
full capital return. 

-LIMITED ISSUE, APPDf TODAY’" 


012 _ 3 821177 ( 2-1 hrs) 
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We’ve founded 
a powerful new 
global investment 
force with one 
major objective 


The Dresdner Bank Group has brought log ether 
RCM Capital Management and the institutional asset 
management business of Weinwort Benson Investment 
Management and Thornton lo form a powerful new. global 
investment management business - Dresdner RCM Global 
Investors. This major presence in the investment market 
has been created to give you strong performance and 
enhanced access id a lull range of global, regional and 
country, investment capabilities and asset allocation 
expertise. 

. H you are looking for a firm with a premier culture 
and heritage in asset management and a superior 
performance record, then please telephone 0800 317 573. 


irssdnes* RCM Global investors 


were hoping for from an ad. 
there is no refund. 

■ Recruitment agencies. 
Many people are put off from 
using agencies because on the 
face of it they are very 
expensive. 

They charge, on average, 
around 15 per cent of starting 
salary as a fee. which would 
mean a bill of £2,400 for a 
person earning £16,000 a year 
and a sizeable £3,750 for an 
employee starting on £25.000. 

However, the benefit is that 
most agencies work on the 
basis that they charge you 
nothing at all unless you do 
take someone from them. 

This means you can see as 
many candidates as you like 
but if you do nor recruit any of 
them there is no cost to your 
business. You might also be 
able to employ somebody on a 
temporary basis, paying an 
hourly rate, to see if they are 
suitable before taking them on 
permanently. You will also 
have to pay an agency fee for a 
temporary placement 

■ Headhunting. Headhunt¬ 
ers target individuals who 
have a reputation for being a 
leader in your industry but are 
under contract with another 
company. They are carefully 
approached and asked if they 
would be interested in work¬ 
ing for you. although your 
company’s identity is not ini¬ 
tially revealed; so, if the person 
is offended by the proposition, 
your business should not be 
affected. However, if you use a 
headhunter expect to part with 
between 25 and 40 per cent of 
what you would expect to pay 
as first-year salary. 

□ Next week: Your responsi¬ 
bilities as an employer 


T he unequal treatment 
of widowers by some 
pension schemes, with 
regard to spouses' past con¬ 
tributions, and by the state 
earnings related scheme 
(Serps). has been highlighted 
recently in Pensions Postbag- 
Now Weekend Money reader 
Peter Nuthall. of Brighton, 
has pointed out that other 
groups who also face dis¬ 
crimination by company pen¬ 
sion schemes are the 
common-law husbands or 
wives of members and same 
sex partners of members. 

Mr Nuthall asks . how 
much longer companies will 
be able to drag their feet in 
withholding pensions from 
these groups, bearing in 
mind the ruling in the Euro¬ 
pean Court against South 
West Trains for not making 
available staff travel benefits 
to partners in same-sex 
relationshipis. 

Pensions Postbag replies: 
While most occupational pen¬ 
sion schemes now provide a 
spouse’s pension when a 
member dies, the latest annu¬ 
al survey of the National 
Association of Pension Funds 
(NAPF) shows that only 4 per 
cent of private company pen¬ 
sion schemes and 2 per cent 
of schemes for public sartor 
employees provide pensions 
for common-law partners “as . 
a matter of course". 

However. 69 per cent of 
private schemes said they 
may do so “at trustees’ discre¬ 
tion”, though in the public 
sector only 13 per cent of 
schemes give trustees such 
discretion. Most public 
schemes stated that they 
would not provide pensions 
for unmarried partners “in 
any circumstances”. 

Asked in the NAPF survey 
whether their schemes have 
provisions for same-sex rela¬ 
tionships. nearly a quarter of 
private schemes said they 
did. but in the public sector 
less than one in ten schemes 
did so. Even so, among those 
which did, in 66 per cent Of 
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Temp won perma nent role ; 
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Kay Quance, left, with new recruit Anahid Biannin at Exert offices in Bristol 


offering Anahid the position 
of administration manager. 
Kay says it was worth pay¬ 
ing the recruitment costs for 
somebody so good. 

“Right from the start we 
were very impressed with 
Anahid’s ability and atti¬ 
tude. so we derided to take 
her on hiU-time. Paying 
£1,500 might seem like a lot. 
but it would have cost more 
if we had advertised and had 
to spend time interviewing." 


E xor Corporation, a 
computer software 
house, was happy to 
pay a £1300 recruitment 
agency fee last December 
after temporary worker 
Anahid Biannin impressed 
so much that the company 
derided to offer her a perma¬ 
nent job. 

US-bom Anahid worked 
with the Bristol-based com¬ 
pany. which set up three 
years ago designing high¬ 


ways management pro¬ 
grams, as a temp for a 
month before the personnel 
manager, Kay Quance. de¬ 
rided she was just what was 
needed to run its administra¬ 
tion department 
Kay contacted Lucy 
Bristow Appointments, the 
recruitment agency which 
placed Anahid in the tempo¬ 
rary position, and negotiated 
the fee with Giily Robertson, 
a senior consultant, before 



Treatment of 
employees’ 
partners is 
under scrutiny 



private schemes the benefits 
were at the discretion of the 
trustees. 

Clearly. few pension 
schemes as yet have rales to 
cover pensions involving ei¬ 
ther common-law or same- 
sex relationships. The rules 
refer only to spouses. Accord¬ 
ing to Roger Key. occupation¬ 
al pension schemes expert at 
the actuaries Watson Wyatt, 
the South West Trains case 
doesn't affect things. 

He explains: “What would 
have an effect for partners in 
same-sex relationships would 
be if a case were brought 
claiming that rales which 
restrict benefits to married 
partners were discriminatory 
because these couples are not 
able to marry even if they 
want to." 

Currently, most common- 
law and same-sex partners 
have to rely on the goodwill of 
the trustees as to whether 
they inherit any benefits. 
They may qualify for a de¬ 
pendants pension. The way 


trustees exercise their discre¬ 
tion in this matter varies 
from board to board, says Mr 
Key. “Different boards of 
trustees have different atti¬ 
tudes.” he said. “They will 
normally look for some kind 
of financial dependence by 
the partner on the deceased 
member. For example, if they 
have taken out. a very large 
mongage together which one 
could not have afforded 
alone. Trustees may also take 
into account the length of the 
relationship.” 

Where life insurance is 
provided by a pension 
scheme prior to retirement, it 
is more common for mem¬ 
bers to be able to nominate 
who they want to receive that 
benefit, which is normally a 
lump sum of between three 
and four times annual salary. 
Many pension scheme mem¬ 
bers believe they should have 
the same freedom to deride 
who should inherit their pen¬ 
sion benefits after their death. 

However. Mr Key points 


out “What few people realise 
is that group pension 
schemes are a form of insur¬ 
ance as well as savings 
vehicles. The original idea 
behind them was that every¬ 
one should pay something in 
and they would each then get 
something out related to their 
specific needs. Thus, there 
are some people who get paid 
a pension far only a few-years 
after their r e ti rem en t while 
others who live to 100 receive 
a great deal more. If everyone 
wants to get out what 'they 
paid in. it would mean that 
many would receive a kn less 
than they do today." 

With a personal pension, 
people have more control 
prior to retirement. If death 
occurs, foe value of the fond 
will normally be paid into an 
investor's estate or can be put 
in trust for specified benefi- £ 
darks, so the money can be m 
left to whoever foe polky- 
. holder wants. 

When an annuity is pur¬ 
chased. the situation is more 
difficult. By law. a pension 
can only continue to be paid 
after death to a spouse or to 
someone who is financially 
dependent on the annuitant 
What’s more, not all insur¬ 
ance companies will issue 
joint life annuities to same- 
sex partners, though by shop¬ 
ping around, says. Peter 
Quinton, of the Annuity Bu¬ 
reau, it is possible to fold one. 

In theory, members of ^ 
company pension schemes pi- 
could also take a transfer 
value and buy such an annu¬ 
ity ifthey wanted to be sure of 
providing for a dependent 
partner. However. Mr 
Quinton says: "Transferring 
out of a final-salary scheme 
at retirement is not usually 
advisable. The member him¬ 
self will oftenJose out heavily; 
for example, he would receive 
no discretionary pension in¬ 
creases. It would be better to 
approach the trustees and 
ask them to consider provid¬ 
ing a pension for a partner.” 

Helen Pridham 


Can you be 
sure of up to 

7 - 6 % 

If you wont to be sure of seeing o safe return on 
your savings, no matter what happens to the base 
rate, the Savirtgsline Personal Term Deposit is 
definitely worth looking at. 


be H| every base 
p to rate increase 

C [pi | iq] guaranteed 
2 p« L in full? 


£50,000=£250,000^ | 7.6 %•• 
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By investing £2,500' or more for 12 months, you 
can expect an interest rate that automatically steps 
up with the base rate, and never foils below your 
initial starting rate even if the base rate falls. 
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CALL 


What's more, our attractive rata of 76% gross pa 
includes a 1% bonus, which you receive if your 
investment is left untouched for the full tenrc 

However, should you want to withdraw your 
money, you can do so without notice. *You are. 
entitled to two free withdrawals during the term, 
requested by pod, however the 1% bonus 
included in the interest rates is only Applicable if 
no withdrawals are made. 

For a Term Deposit that means no more shopping 
around for the most attractive rates, coll us on 
0345 88 77 55 any day of the week from 8am to 
8pm. Then, sit bock and watch your savings going 
up and up and up. 

0345887755 
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Ann Iverson was shown the door at Laura Ashley in November 

Let the taxman 
boost your 
Christmas giving 

T he number of people payment to the charity net of 
giving to charity has bastcrate tax and the charity 
fallen over the oast 20 reclaims the tax. A haciiM-ate 


1 giving to chanty has 
fallen over the past 20 
years and the young are less 
likely to give than the old. 
according to a recent report by 
the Institute for Fiscal Stud¬ 
ies. But with Christmas only a 
few weeks away, even the 
tight-fisted may feel com¬ 
pelled to make a donation. 

With a little planning, you 
can make gifts more tax-effici¬ 
ent and increase the amount 
that charities receive. About 
£4 billion is given to charity in 
individual donations each 
year. Yet as only one in ten is 
tax-effective, charities lose 
millions of pounds. Oxfam, 

one of Brit- _ 

ain's largest 

charities, is iHp 

expecting 1 IlC IUC 
about £1.5 rhlttlf 

million in the 

next year jyiQtTp m 

from new reg- ,UU 

ular donors rprlflifT 

"recruited" 1CUaUI 

lhis basic ra 

mas. About 40 

per cenr of the at CO! 

charity’s regu- 
lar donors 

join at this time of year and 
because their donations will 
be tax-efficient, Oxfam wall get 
an extra £330,000 from tax 
relief. £130,000 more than it 
expects to raise in one-off 
donations this Christmas. 

Mike Wade, fundraising 
manager at Oxfam, is keen to 
encourage people to make 
year-round tax-effident dona¬ 
tions; -Rather than giving a 
one-off donation, if people 
give in this way, it can raise 
the value dramatically." If you 
pay 23 per cent income tax or 
more, there are three tax- 
efficient ways to donate 
money: gift aid, a deed of cov¬ 
enant! and give-afryou-eam. 

Vicki Pulman. of the Chari¬ 
ties Aid Foundation, said that 
although charities are now 
aware of more tax-effideni 
wavs of raising money, the 
public is still uncertain. "A lot 
of people don’t understand 
the schemes and have miscon¬ 
ceptions, thinking that the 
conditions are more restric¬ 
tive than they are." she said. 

The idea behind the 
schemes is that charities get 
more money by reclaiming 
the basic rale of tax from 
Inland Revenue at no extra 
cost to you. You make a 


The idea is that 
charities get 
more money by 
reclaiming the 
basic rate of tax 
at no cost to you 


payment to the charity net of 
hasho-rate tax and the' charity 
reclaims the tax. A basic-rate 
taxpayer giving £250 must 
have earned £324.68 before 
tax. so the charity would get 
£250 plus £74.68 of tax from 
the Revenue. 

There is little point making 
these types of donation if you 
do not pay tax- Higher-rale 
taxpayers, however, have the 
added advantage of getting 
full tax relief on gifts. Those 
paying tax at 40 per cent can 
reclaim the marginal rate of!7 
per cent So if you are a 
higher-rate taxpayer and 
make a donation of £1,000. the 
charity will get ££298.70 and 

_ you get 

£220.78 bade 

jc fliat Of aD the tax- 

iS Uiai efficient 

ac opt schemes. Gift 

5 tL Aid, winch 

>ney by 

e Of taX f® r tax-eff- 

taent one-on 

[ {q you donations. 

* But the mini¬ 

mum dona¬ 
tion is £250 cash, which is 
regarded as being paid net of 
basic-rate tax There is no 
maximum limit to this type of 
donation. 

Deeds of covenant, which . 
have their roots in the Church 
givingtradition. are the oldest 
and most widely used tax- 
effident donation. They are 
legal agreements to donate 
part of your income each year 
and must last four or more 
years. 

There are two ways to give 
through a deed of covenant 
Under the most common, 
known as a “net of tax" coven¬ 
ant you sign a covenant ag¬ 
reeing to pay the charity a cer¬ 
tain amount after deduction 
of tax every year. So if you are 
a basic-rate taxpayer and ag¬ 
ree to pay £77 each year, the 
charity will reclaim £23 and 
receive £100. The other, 
known as gross convenant is 
not as widespread but means 
that the charity always gets 
the same amount regardless 
of changes in the tax rates. As 
with Gift Aid. higher-rate tax¬ 
payers can reclaim the addi¬ 
tional higher-rate tax relief 
through the tax office. 

Susan Emmett ’ 
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Winners and losers in shares 


T his year has been an eventful 
one for investors, as a number 
of key events have set the pace 
in the stock market. For much of the 
year it has followed a bullish upward 
track although there was a lull just 
before the general election. Overall, 
however, the market confounded the 
pundits who expected it to run out of 
steam, and it went on to test record 
levels above 5.330 by early October. 

In. the summer came the rush of 
building society demutualisations 
accompanied by a flood of free 
shares and the addition of thousands 
more shareholders to boost the ranks 
of small investors. More recently, the 
impact of economic problems in the 
Far East has rattled equity markets 
worldwide and prompted sharp falls 
in prices. Analysing where in 1997 
small investors have spent their 
money or sold up, highlights some 
interesting trends and changes in 
investors’ habits. 


What are the most popular 
shares? 


H Building societies turned 
quoted companies feature large 
in assorted lists of popular shares. 
For example, Halifax tops the List of 
most bought shares for bath Charles 
Schwab (formerly Sharelink) and 
The Share Centre, the execution-only 
broker. Halifax which floated in 
June, and began trading at 774*2 p, 
also has the largest shareholder base, 
with about five million shareholders, 
double that of Abbey National, the 
second largest 

HSBC, Cable & Wireless, and 
Standard Chartered saw their share 


Clare Stewart on how small investors fared in the p ast year. 
Which stocks did they buy, sell or tuck away for tom orrow? 


prices dive in line with Far Eastern 
markets but then were boosted as 
sharp-eyed investors took advantage 
of the cheaper stock- Other blue chip 
stocks in demand have included 
Marks & Spencer, SheD and BT 
while more recently NatWes! Stock¬ 
brokers reported demand for groups 
such as Unilever. Granada and 
Reckitt & Cohn an. 

Among more speculative plays. 
Dragon Oil stands out as a dear 
favourite. The exploration company 
saw its shares surge ahead in the 
spring on the hopes of strong drilling 
reports, but continued to find support 
larer and, in August, topped the buy 
list at NatWesr Stockbrokers. At the 
beginning of the year its shares were 
about 30p. before more than tripling 
in value to peak at IQShp. 


Which shares have investors 
sold the most? 


Halifax is also lop, or near the 
top of the rankings for shares 
sold in greatest quantity, according to 
several brokers. In part, this is 
explained by the influence of Halifax 
with its enormous shareholder base, 
with investors looking to take profits 
on their free shares before any 
further big falls in the market. 
Similarly. Alliance & Leicester, and 
Norwich Union number among 
-Charles Schwab’s top five shares 
sold, while in recent months deals 


through NatWest Stockbrokers show 
investors moving out of other groups 
such as Woolwich and Abbey 
National. 

BT. as it regroups after the 
abortive MCf deal, has a foot in the 
camps of both sellers and buyers, as 
does National Power. Investors 
looking to take profits have sold 
while those that favour utilities as an 
attractive safe haven in uncertain 
times have piled in. British Energy 
was second on the sale list for 
customers of The Share Centre, 
which says that investors sold up 
before having to pay the second 
instalment on their pah-paid shares. 


Which sectors have small in¬ 
vestors been watching? 


[XI Banking, pharmaceuticals and 
Ll\J integrated oil groups led the 
stock market on its strong upwards 
run, and groups such as Glaxo 
Wellcome. Lloyds TSB and Shell 
were snapped up by investors large 
and small. Retailers have also been 
sought-after, with Marks & Spencer 
one of the most heavily bought, while 
the sector overall was boasted during 
the summer on ialk of windfall 
spending by recipients of free build¬ 
ing society shares. 

Samples of popular shares by 
Charles Schwab on a quarter by 
quarter basis also highlight demand 
for Safeway and Sainsbury among 
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food retailers, while Laura Ashlev 
the struggling fashion “Lf 
also found support. This! m Guv 
knight, communications director, 
perhaps reflects buih buvin° earlier 
in .he year on hope, o^an^iprcfte. 

” ,n '^ e.™P'> Performance a S 
well as bargain huniina more recent¬ 
ly. as bad news and the hoardmorn 
shakeout, when Ann Iverson left, 
knocked shares lrm tr 

Barclays Stockbrokers points to 
considerable investor Inlcre!i , in Jd . 
sure stocks, including quoted fmrball 
groups such as Manchester United. 
Chelsea and West Bromwich Albi¬ 
on. This interest. r. &ys Barclays, spill 
over to buying of shares in groups 
such as Whitbread, and sports 
retailers such as jjb Sports 

Unsurprisingly, utilities and priva¬ 
tisation slocks are imporlani to many 
small investors, given that lhev mav 
have had their firsi ra>K- of' s har'e 
ownership via one of the his public is¬ 
sues. Among those sold most heavilv 
dunng the year have been BG and 
Centrica, while RatlCrack mure rec¬ 
ently has been sold as investors 
decided to realise their aatns against 
the uncertain marker background. 

Whal about smaller com¬ 
panies and more speculative 
shares? 


Apart from Dragon Oil. inter¬ 
est has focused on a number of 


oil and gas exploration groups and 
mining companies, with groups such 
as Fortune Oil and Monument Oil 
attracting attention on hope, of 
significant new finds. Similarly bio¬ 
technology and pharmaceutical 
groups are often snapped up in 
anticipation of a major new product 
or research breakthrough. Shield 
Diagnostics Group, for example, 
starred rhe year at aboui I30p and by 
March had hit a peak of S05p. 


Does the share trading pattern 
reflect any other changes? 


Investor read ion to events 
. through the year Has proved re¬ 
vealing. says Matthew Urr of KiilicL 
the privaie client broker. The usual 
ratio of buying to selling of ofWG. 
switched to show mare sellers during 
the August market wobbles. Bui after 
sharper falls in Ocioher. there was a 

marked turn round io 7 >25 as- buyers 
moved in. 

“it was the polar opposite of what 
happened in I9S7 when there was 

more of a herd instinct and panic 

selling." said Mr Orr. Now. he savs. 
the short-term punter has been 
replaced by longer-term investors 
looking for buying opportunities. 

There has also been a continuing 
rise in the number of personal wjuir, 
plans held by investors, both single- 
company and genera] Peps. This 
reflected both the amount of money 
individuals had to invest and a bener 
understanding of their tax advan¬ 
tages. While their future- was 
uncertain, their popularity may have 
reflected a rush by investors io buy 
while stocks lasted. 
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IMPRESSIVE 
FROM A 
DISTANCE... 


Against the broad landscape of offshore 
investments Perpetual stands out for the 
consistency of its investment performance. 

...BUT EVEN 
BETTER 
CLOSER UP. 

But take a closer look and you’ll 
discover that this reputation is built on 
a simple investment philosophy. 

Above all we value individualism, 
unhindeted by corporate investment 
policies or restrictions. We believe in 


OFFSHORE FUND PERFORMANCE TO 3RD NOVEMBER 1997 


International Growth 
Emerging Companies 
American Growth 
Far Eastern Growth 
Japanese Growth 
European Growth 
UK Growth 
Asian Smaller Markets 
Latin American Growth 


LAUNCH 

DATE 

5INCE LAUNCH 

% . POSITION 

CHANGE IN SECTOR 

5 YEARS 
% 

CHANGE 

25.1.83 

+667.4 

3 out of 17 

+1002 

. 8.4.85 

+750.9' 

1 out of 30 

+135.9 

2t.-4.84 

+1356.2 

I out of 12 

+126.2 

8,11.86 

+336,9 

t out. of 13 

+808 

30LII.9I 

+0.6 

13 out of 72 

+4.9 

8.11 £6 

+267J» 

5 out of 6 

+134.9 

24.10.87 

+418 J 

1 out of 26 

+ 176.4 

8.3.93 

+40.6 

8 out of 68 

- 

31.1.95 

+25.4 

21 our of 27 
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Standard & Poors Fund 


Research. So why not look 
even closer and find out 


how Perpetual can make 


We concentrate on providing a range I the most of your offshore investments? 


of funds with a wide geographical choice of 


For more information on our range 


quality investments, from international funds of offshore funds and investment 

offering a broad spread of risk to funds products, call our Customer Services 

specialising in a specific region or country. Department on +44 (0)1534 607660 or 

The success of this approach speaks send a fax on +44 (0)1534 38918. 


respecting our fund advisers’ proven for itself. Seven our of our nine offshore Alternatively, talk to your Financial 

talents by giving them the freedom to funds are in the top 25?'u of their sectors Adviser or complete the coupon. 


invest in their chosen markets according for their performance since launch, four 
to their preferred methods and style. are sector leaders and five have 

At the same time, we carefully achieved ratings by qualitative fund 


monitor their performance to 
ensure they maintain the 


management analysts. 


To: Perpetual Fund Management (jersey 1 Limited. 

PO Box 45*». d'Hauicvillc Chambeis, Seale Sued. Si Holier. 
Jersey. JH4 KWS. Channel Islands. Please send me detail* on 
Perpetual's range of otEhorc funds. Important: llr^t pint (Iratty. 


Pnn» Name- 
(Mr/Mn/Msj 


investment standards pur 


offshore investors expect. 


Perpetual 


n M/C06/1 2/97 


Statistics arc to 3rd November 1997 and are on an offer-co-oBer, US Dollar basis, inclusive of reinvested income, net of withholding taxes (source: Miaopal). Pasr performance ii not necessarily a guide to future performance. 
The value of an investment and the income from it can go down a * well as up (this mas- partly be a result of exchange rate fluctuations), and you may not get back the amount invested. Perpetual has expressed its own views and 
opinions in this advertisement and these may be subject to change. This advertisement does not constitute an oiler or sobcionon by anyone in any jurisdiction in which such ofier is not authorised or to any person to whom 
it is unlawful to make such offirr or soKritarion. Prisons into whose possession this advertisement may come arc required by the Manager to inform chcmsclw-. of and to comply with any relevant restrictions, 
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Templeton heads for 


Russia with optimism 


T iming is everything in invest¬ 
ment management, and Dr 
Mark Mobius. Templeton’s 
leading emerging market guru, 
must have some doubts about his 
timing in the launch of the compa¬ 
ny's new Eastern European invest¬ 
ment trust. 

The recent catastrophic fails in 
stock prices in Thailand. Indonesia. 
Malaysia and now South Korea 
have implications for all emerging 
economies. After all. these Far 
Eastern countries were deemed to be 
examples of the economic miracle. 

Within them workers toiled for 
far less than their Western counter¬ 
parts. while enjoying a feeling of 
growing domestic wealth. O' er the 
past year, ihis image has taken a 
big knock. Thailand is more than 
SO per cent down, while other 
markets such as Malaysia and 
Indonesia are 60 per cent lower. 

Dr Mobius will have a difficult 
job in tempting investors to pan 
with their cash to put into the new 
fund which will buy the shares of 
companies in the former Eastern 
bloc. 

After all. if the reasonably politi¬ 
cally stable countries such as 
Malaysia and Indonesia can suffer 
such dramatic falls, then what of 
the more esoteric markets of 
Kyrgyzstan. Azerbaijan and 
Kazakhstan? 

Uke all fund managers faced 


A new East European investment 
trust has had doubts expressed at 
its timing, says Caroline Merrell 


A 


TRUST 

WATCH 


with stock market collapses of 
immense proportions. Dr Mobius 
is optimistic. He sees the falls as a 
"buying opportunity". He believes 
that Templeton, which has a stock¬ 
picking approach, will still be able 
to find value in companies in these 
emerging markets, where indus¬ 
tries such as mining and oilfield 
production dominate. 

However, he does believe that 
globally, international markets will 
not rise very much next year, 
because of turmoil in the East. 

Or Mobius said: “Ten years ago 
anyone who predicted that Eastern 
Europe would be a hot new emer¬ 
ging market would have been 
dismissed as insane. But following 
die fall of communism and the 
initial shade, therapy of market 
reforms, many of the countries in 
the region have moved on to a 
growth path. 

“This has been accompanied by 
increasing integration with the 
West — more than 70 per cent of 
Hungary's trade is with OECD 
countries. 65 per cent of Poland's 
trade is with the European Union 


and the Czech Republic's biggest 
trading partner is Germany. 

The region's stock markets are 
also booming as a result of the 
privatisation drive which has led to 
a huge increase in the number of 
listed companies," he claims. 

However, financial advisers 
have doubts about the trust BESt 
Investment, while acknowledging 
Dr Mobius's undoubted trade 
record in producing results in 
emerging markers, believes that the 
sheer geographical area that the 
fund’s analysts have to cover may 
hinder its progress. 


I t pointed out that the manager 
had only two analysts looking 
ar 27 countries. Only when the 
analysts had done their work 
would Dr Mobius move in for a 
company visit 

BESt Investment also believes 
that there are other similar funds 
on the market, such as Barings 
Emerging Europe Fund, which is 
currently operating at a big dis¬ 
count Dr Mobius said that the 
difficulty in finding the right stock 


would mean that the fund was like¬ 
ly to hold cash for some time. 

Mark Dampier. Churchill In¬ 
vestments director, said: "1 will not 
be offering the Eastern Europe 
fund. Many of the countries of 
Eastern Europe have done very 
well over the last year. For instance, 
Russia is up over 150 per cent on the 
year. It is bound to be an extremely 
volatile area, because of what has 
happened in the Far East. Anyone 
who does want to invest should 
take a very long-term view — five 
years at least." 

He added: "I would not knock 
Templeton, it is an extremely good 
investment house. You can get 
access to this market through other 
funds such as the Barings Emerg¬ 
ing Market Fund, which is current¬ 
ly standing at a big discount. There 
is also extremely big political risk in 
these areas. Who really under¬ 
stands what is happening?" 

The initial charge on the fund is 5 
per cent and the annual manage¬ 
ment charge is 1.75 per cent. The 
minimum investment is £60 per 
month or a £3,000 lump sum. 
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Hie old and the new: Marina Siumona, who has a Moscow beauty salon, with a reminder of the old days 
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As you can see, Bradford & Bingley members benefit from consistently competitive rates, and that's just one of 
the reasons why we have been voted best Building Society lender by Your Mortgage Magazine. Another is, 
we've got a great range of mortgage products for new borrowers. If you'd like to be treated this well by your 
lender month by month, year after year, visit your local Bradford r^~n ^RADFORD 
& Bingley branch or simply telephone for more information on MHW &J£jJsfGLEY 


0800 570800 


BUILDING SOCIETY 


WARDS 


TODAY 


REWARDS 


tomorrow 


QUOTING REFERENCE T6MZ 


Halifax leads way 
with new year rise 
in rates for savers 


T he Halifax will be in¬ 
creasing its. interest 
rates for its 15 million 
savers in the new year. The 
announcement was made 
after the Bank of England 
revealed on Thursday that it 
will be holding rales at 725 
per cent It follows a flurry of 
rate rises by many of the 
leading banks and building 
societies this week. 

Gren FoIwelL deputy chief 
executive, said: “Following 
Thursday's meeting it now 
makes sense to pass on the 
benefits of the increased rates 
to our 15 million savers as well 
as confirming the new stan¬ 
dard variable mortgage rate 
for our bor¬ 


rowers. 

Among 


building soci¬ 
eties to an- 
nounce rises SUUC 

this week was KfHrtcr 

the Portaum. 

It will be rais- 1 pvp1 ( 

mg its savings 

rates as it re- OTt QT 
opens its 

doors to small flCCOtll 

investors by 
cutting the 

minimum initial deposit for 
its savings account from 
£1.000 to £100. 

The Portman announced a 
025 percentage point increase 
on its instant access account to 
55 per cent and the same rise 
in its fixed-interest bond to 75 
per cent The increase takes 
effect on Monday. 

Nationwide, the UK’s big¬ 
gest building society, reduced 
its minimum opening level to 
£] last month on the condition 
that investors agree to hand 
over any future windfall gains 
to charity. It also increased its 
rates to 6.7 per cent a year. 
Saiasbuxy and Tesco. which 
offer similar postal accounts, 
pay 65 per cent 

The Woolwich will also 
raise the rales of interest on 
several accounts next week 
after this week’s rises in its 
postal rates. Monday's rise 
will include the Woolwich 
Card Saver Account, which 
wlH pay 7 per cent gross on 
balances of more than £50. 

The Woolwich was one of 
many to raise savings rates in 
response to the recent increase 
in base rates. The Bank of 
England raised rates by 025 
points to 725 per cent at the 
start of November. A spokes¬ 
man for the Woolwich said: 


Most building 
societies are 
lifting interest 
levels —but 
on selected 
accounts only 


“We don't always put rates up 
straightaway. We do it when 
the market conditions are 
right to keep ourselves 
competitive." 

Abbey National was the t 
first leading bank to an- 
nounce rises in its savings 
rales. Its Investor 90 account 
began to pay 025 points more 
from last month. 

Most building societies 
have not announced across- 
the-board increases but have 
chosen to raise rates on select¬ 
ed accounts. However, last 
week saw the most movement 
in interest rate rises as Lloyds. 
NatWest. Barclays. Birm¬ 
ingham Midshires, Northern 

_ Rock and TSB _ 

all pul up their *PP* 

ixilding & 

esa « S ~ 

Tltei-pcf cording to 

merest Mon eyfacts, 

_Hilt the data pro- "**•' 

U vider. TSB’s 

ected 90-Day Notice 

Account had 

tsonly iB 2 “ St « 

J creased to 75 

per cent on 
balances of £100.000. TSB 
Tessa, meanwhile, went up to 
75 per cent from 72 per cent 

Barclays increased rates on 
a number of accounts, bur the 
biggest rise was the one-year 
fixed Tessa, which increased 
0.4 points to 725 per cent. 

Larger amounts with 
Northern Rock will benefit 
from a Oil point increase in 
Select Instant accounts. 

Children saving with I SP S 

Birmingham Midshires re- K* 

ceived a 05 point rise in their wfci 
Smartstart accounts, which -.0', 
pay725percemforsavingsof 
more than £25. and 75 per 
cent on investments of more 
than £500. 

While the Birmingham 
Midshires children’s account 
has been selected by 
Moneyfacts as one of the best 
on the market the building 
society has been accused by 
Which?, the Consumers' Asso¬ 
ciation magazine, of offering 
its customers unfair deals. 

This week Which? says that 
customers of the Birmingham 
Midshires are suffering from 
high mortgage rates and low 
savings rates and could be 
disappointed with their 
windfalls. 
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Your Life Assurance 
can be cheaper 


Policy JL 
Choice 4H 
Direct W 


the financial people who lez you choose 

Our Unique Service is FREE 

♦ Our FREE GUIDE gives you the facts 








































TOnMBSSATORTMYnrf-CMOrn » m7 


ffi^MESMrURDAYgECEMBE,, 


61997 




a . y 


Susan Emmett 


on how to give girl power and boy power 


What they really, really 
want this Christmas 


Spice Girls doll. Be it V«nTGin«r 

s- 1 ** *ss *■£ 

Monday. “ P S,n “ g ° inS 0n “ te °" 

Bui with their latest single. Spice up 
number one for jusia 
week arid labelled “worst song" by 
Smtuh Hits l as , Sunday, h look! as if 
the Spices are losing their flavour 

Oiied-up parents wanting to give 
their daughters real “girl power (or 
their sons whatever the male equiva¬ 
lent might be) should consider some¬ 
thing less ephemeral and think of cash 
as an alternative. After all. how else is 
your emancipated IS-year-old going to 
fund that backpacking trip round 
Australia? 

There are several ways of giving 
your children money . The strategy will 
depend on the child’s age and the 
depth of vour pockets. The options 
mdude accounts with building societ¬ 
ies. National Savings, friendly societ¬ 
ies and unir and investment trusts. 

Dani Glover, a financial adviser at 
Fiona Price and Partners, says: “The 
choice depends on what the donor 
wants the money to do. People should 
buy the investment that suits. With 
very small children the risk of unit 
trusts and investment trusts is re¬ 
duced. The older they are. the more 
cautious you have got to be in case an 
18-year-old‘s birthday coincides with a 
stock market crash." 

Since children, like adults, are 
entitled to a personal tax allowance of 
£4,045, most children have tax-free 
savings. Children can reclaim the tax 
on their savings if their total taxable 
income is under this limit. But 
children under 16 years of age cannot 
apply themselves for a tax rebate. 
Parents or guardians must complete 
an R85 form on behalf of the child so 
that they can have the gross income. 

However, parents wanting to invest 
for their children should note the £100 
rule, where any income .of more than 
£100 a year gained on money paid by 
parents is taxed as their income This 
is roughly the equivalent of £1.600 
paid into an average building society 
account. Money given by friends or 
other members of the family is exempt 
from this rule. 

For the cost of a plastic "Spice" 
(£24.99), parents can invest in National 
Savings Children's Bonds. The bonds 



If yon cant haveGinger Spice, or a dofl. a bank account is the next best thing 


are sold in units of £25. with a 
maximum holding of £1,000. Anyone 
over 16 years old can buy a bond for 
anyone under the age. of 16. And 
because they pay a fixed rate of 6.75 
per cent if held for five years, these 
bonds are probably the most secure 
form of investment 
However, with interest rates on the 
rise, children may be better off with a 
bank or building society accoutiL 
Competition on the high street has 


made banks and building societies 
take a.second look at what they offer 
kids. and rales for children’s accounts 
have grown to adult sizes. 

Top of the charts for a saving of £25. 
according to Moneyfacts. is 
Birmingham Midshires with a rate of 
725 per cent. The building society 
offers a higher rate of IS per cent for 
deposits of £500. 

Vicki Bum, deputy editor of 
Moneyfacts , said: "During the past 


few months many institutions have 
made their children’s accounts more 
competitive. In recent years the best 
rales tended to be offered by the 
smaller building societies. However, 
several high street institutions now- 
have very competitive rates — in one 
case (Nationwide) the rate has more 
than doubled since this time Last year." 

Savings with friendly societies are 
also attractive with those giving away 
small amounts. Up to £25 a month can 
be saved in a bond account. Policies 
last for a minimum of ten years and 
mature when the child reaches the age 
oF 18. This option has the advantage of 
being low-risk and tax-free, but 
because the charges are fixed they can 
weigh heavily on small savings. 

Parents of young children with 
£1.000 to £100.000 to invest could 
consider putting the money into unit 
trusts — an equity-based investment 
spread across a number of shares. 

John Spiers, chairman of BESt 
investment, believes dial by their 
narure unit trusts lend rhemselves ,o 
children's investments.“Usually when 
you are investing for children, you are 
looking for growth over the long 
term.he said. “So an equity-based 
investment is a good idea." 

Unit trusts are bought under the 
parents* name with the child's initials 
attached unless the investment is 
wrapped in a bare trust Hie advan¬ 
tages of this trust comes into play only 
if the parent makes the gift. With a 
bare trust the income gained counts as 
part of the child's personal allowance, 
not the parents'. Gifts from other 
members of the family are taxed 2 s the 
child’s anyway. 

Placing an investment in a bare 
trust costs between £75 and £100. and 
some financial advisers say that it is 
worth it only for investments of more 
than £5,000. However, there are some 
unit trusts which come with a bare 
trust attached at no extra cost 

Invesco runs a unir trust specifically 
designed for children. - The Rupert 
Children's Fund invests a minimum of 
70 per cent in the FTSE100 and can be 
opened with just £50 or by monthly 
payments of £20. It has an initial 
charge of 3 per cent and a IS per cent 
annual management fee. 

But Mr Spiers advises investing in 
unit trusts which diversify internation¬ 
ally. 

Next week — tax-efficient gifts for 
children. 
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V,r 9 in Direct Personal Financial Service Lid is regulated by the Personal Investment Authority. ’ 
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7.75% 

£50.000 - £99.999 


7.55% 

£25000 - £49.999 


7.35V 

£10.000 - £24.999 


7.15% 

£5000 -£9.999 


S.95% 

£2.500 £4999 


6 75% 


For once, there's some good news in the post 
The interest rates on the Woolwich Direct Postal 60 Account 
have been increased, making them even more impressive. 

Operating your account by post means we can offer you 
higher rates on a minimum investment of £2,500. What’s 
more, you can make one no-penalty, instant withdrawal a year. 

For a higher interest rate from the Woolwich, direct to your 
door, call us free now. quoting ref: TP612. 

Get much more with 

WOOLWICH 
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An Equitable pension 
means von can varv 

j *> 

contributions - 
without penalty. 


You luiw exactly what your arcumsumces are today, and 
can choose a pension plan to suit them perfectly. 

But what about tomorrow? Or next year? Or ten years 
from now? 

What you need is a pension plan which is flexible enough 
to cope with any changes in your lifestyle - without making you 
pay a penalty. 

That is why- you should consider an Equitable personal 
pension plan. We don’t pay commission to third parties for the 
introduction of new business, and our expenses are kept 
enviably low. So, you don't have to commit yourself to paring 
identical contributions each year; they can be increased or 
reduced to suit you - without penalry. 

And if you want to retire earlier than planned, your benefits 
will be exactly the same as if you'd chosen that date in the first 
place. 

What’s more, you have the reassurance of knowing that 
your pension fund is in the hands oi one of the finest 
investment teams in the U.K. 

So, if you'd like further information, by post and by 
telephone, on a personal pension plan that lives up to its name, 
call (0990138 48 58 or return the coupon below. 

www.equitable.co.uk 

Inftamadattfadvire will only he given an Equnahk group pnalucu 
Regulated by the Personal Invesuncm Authority 
THEBWTTABU UFE.FHEPOST. WaITuN sntEfT.MlESBL'KY. HUttaNGHANUHISE HTCI TP* 
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The Equitable Life 

You profit from oui principles 
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If all the world’s top 

companies were British, 
you wouldn’t need our 

Global Tracking PEP. 

Not all the best companies are British, which is why not all of the 
Norwich Global Tracking PEP is invested in British companies. 

Untike most other tracking PEPs, we invest in over 2,500 companies 
worldwide, to give excellent potential for growth. 

■ Growth since launch in July 1996 of 22 . 7 %* TAX-FREE 1 , with 
a historic-return of 100 - 2 %** over 5 years. 

■ 75 % of your investment tracks UK companies and 25 % tracks companies 
in 27 other stock markets worldwide. 

■ No initial charges and no charge for transfer from 
other PEPs. 

■ Access to your money whenever you want tt. 

Fot a free information pack call 


$&> ©^protects more. 


quoting reference number 11149 . 

lina. open weekdays gsm-Spm, weekends 


l\SijR)VNCK 


.INVl^T.MU.N.l.'.V 


.H F.Al.TH CAltE 


PEN SIGNS' 


I would like more fnformation on the Norwich Global Traclririg PEP. 

PlKueamplm tha coupon In BlOOtCAPITaiS vd nrtwrn it te Ncmridi Unwn Porttoto Service. LmKod. fMEPOST ANC 4247 . NotwUi NRi jfiK 


.Surname. 


Address. 


* Telephone Number (Day). 
| REF. 1TI49 


.Postcode. 

.(Evening). 
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Data that you provide may be used by Norwich Union group companies, your flnsnciaJ adulter ot other leievsnt organ Hatloru f a( 
rwariteting purposes mdi u market research and contacting you regarding your twsuiMice and I n ve sti i wn t na& For your protection 
all telephone calb will be lemrded. The Personal Investment Authority arid IMK> regulate Norwich Union Portfolio Servicer Limited. 
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Pet plans can be 

a dog’s breakfast 


T he amount you spend at 

the vet can be deter¬ 
mined by where you 
live, while your pet's insur¬ 
ance policy might be more 
trouble than it is worth, ac¬ 
cording to a survey out this 
week. The mast expensive vets 
can charge up to five times as 
much as the cheapest f°r the 
same treatments, says W hich. 
the Consumers’ Association 
magazine. ‘ 

The survey also revealed 
that many people find choos¬ 
ing the right insurance policy 
confusing. Many insurers "ill 
not take on older animats or 
they reduce the cover when a 
pet" reaches a certain age. In 
some cases you may not be 
able to claim for particular 
diseases or conditions for 
certain types of animal. 


lose entitlement to contribu¬ 
tory benefits such as the 
jobseeker's allowance and in¬ 
come support. From April 
|<HW retail vouchers wflj no 
longer escape this liability. 


■ RECEDING retail vouch¬ 
ers as a Christmas bonus From 
employers may become a 
thing of the past. According to 
the Contributions Agency, 
vouchers appeal to "rogue 
employers" who deliberately 
give their staFf vouchers in 
order to avoid paying nat¬ 
ional insurance. 

Receiving retail vouchers 
instead of cash can mean that 
staff stay below the lower 
earnings limit for national 
insurance and us a result may 


GUARANTEED INCOME BONDS 


1_ 

ANNUAL income 

Rates as at June 19. 1997 

investment {£) Company 

Standard 
Rate (%) 

1 Year 


5,000 

AIG Life 

6.38 


10.000 

GE Fin Assur 

6.75 


20,000 

Hambro Assured 

6.80 


50.000 

Ham bra Assured 

6.80 

2 Years 


1,000 

Hambro Assured 

6.10 


10,000 

Hambro Assured 

6.80 


20.000 

Hambro Assured 

6.80 


50.000 

Hambro Assured 

6.80 

3 Years 


1,000 

Hambro Assured 

5.90 


3.000 

ITT London & Ed 

6.30 


20,000 

Hambro Assured 

6.65 


50.000 

Hambro Assured 

6.70 

4 Years 


1.000 

Hambro Assured 

6.06 


3,000 

ITT London & Ed 

6.15 

5 Years 


1,000 

Hambro Assured 

6.00 


10.000 

Hambro Assured 

6.55 


Source: Chamberlain de Broe 0171~KU4222, Nel raws. Income and capital guaraitfced. 
Early surrender Terms vary. Monthly income may be avatabte.' 


AEGON Lilt ISSLRWCE 
EdLdmnth Park Ediatrorett EHI24SE 
0131.3344141 

Balanced «M*J XMJD -MW 

L'K Equlrc TOMA) -M50 ..NS 

Property 454 TO «IM •<?.», 

Find Ipwre-rt y* 10 U4>t»J •ai*> 

Mork? zroro ^ric -a.«o. 

I me manorial 445*00 -IIJP . 


VBBEY LIFE 

HoUakus Ruud. BounttmovA 
BHU SAL 


01202242373 

CutMtLin St 21X60 23020 
EIJllQl M ITSTO 1*8 40 

lnrrnuilonaJ S4 220.7*3 3140 


Protected Glh 54 IJPJW l« 70 -040 

AMui Pacific loZ.10 170.70 - U5 

European 5) ZMJbO Z7H og . SSO 

riupFdfeM 448-U 471.00 -0J3 

Exulryserr JlUW ?M.w - a to 

Manner 4 *W*> ‘50110 -13 J) 

Com wt Vm.m Wh-W -g40 

Monry Scr4 Mid .W800 *n« 

Fixed Im SeM 44CLS0 4aJ 70 -1.30 

American 5er4 US JO WO. 40 »2io0 

High Inc Scr4 "177 70 1074 JO -14SO 

indexed im S«T4 ZTOTO 270J0 -110 

Japan SeM 2J4XV 146.40 - 2_T 


L'K L'ppommlr> 

Euro Orye.mini™ 
Norm MnrrOpp 
F-irEiattpp 
Gum Prop Sefl 
Gib Pi . pSerl 
Flirt Ini 
Cash 

17111(711X4 

Formerly LAS 
Managed Fund 

VK Equ'T 
Property 
Monte Martel 
Fired liuefoi 
Japan 

Nonh America 
Inicmaaonjl 
European 
FxrExM 


CANADA UFE 
Mr Hiefa Mima. PaOen 
01707 Si 121 

Managed 4 MjjO 

Property 2°J til 

GUI & Fid Ini 74o 10 
Equity 5*4 70 

tush .140.40 


Bar. Hem ETNH5BA 


Cllle Eunr Mpd 513 00 


ALBANY UFE 
3 Daria Law. PaOen 
01707 423II 

Equlrv Fd act 2220 TO 
European Fd Arc <08.10 
Flird Ira act rJ2IC> 
Gid Money Vx J75 40 
Iml Manxyed .ox hilwi 
I niFcdlniAcc 377.40 
Japan Fond Mart 
n American Act SI4TO 
rrop Fd act JI2J0 

MnJripIc in. vo; 1.H44J0 


1337-30 -5260 
■*803 -IB230 
bSLTO • ion 
345.10 * 031 
*57jjn -|(LhO 
34? JD . LOO 

3W8U . 3.013 

541.00 -TITO 
«3« » - a to 

1414.70 -?7.<aj 


CUhllntlFd 3b« 10 

ManayeJ F und tto 40 
Propem Fund 0>o.*Q 

Equity Fond I.ViM.X) 

Gill Edjrrt Fd Ter <0 

Dejvjetl Fund 373.10 

Jmnlmeni Fd oiIjjo 

line motional 5»[J0 


•ii.ro • ijo . . 
FUTO -I5J0 . 
iSJoo • nro ... 
540.10 •I.3JP ... 
3*4 40 . MO .. 

ws.tu -rouo .. 
aiui - 0.*n .. 
I++T-I41 -34.10 ... 
*w in • j« . 

341 TO >0 40 
04160 -ITHI . . 
nlIjn -13 11) ... 


ALLIED DUNBAR ASSURANCE 
Swindon SMIEL 
01753 514514 

FvJ lm Dtp ACC 411 BO 4+400 • OM 
Equity Acc l">37.«0 1025 « -oUi) 
property act T4> *1 ;«2 -lo -i+i 

Far Enact 257.10 27a?D -rosy 

Managed Capital t>77 70 roajo -1<«< 
-do- ACT 1464 40 1541JO -37 00 

ovmmAcr (414 40 it at JO 
Gilt Edged act bI«OD 647 jo - JOO 
Amor Equity acc 1174.70 1447.10 -it Jo 
Artier Min act 56u.ro 54ftjM -1440 

Amcr Prop act 1 id.7tj i Tjun - i^i 

Distribution Honda 2? **3 M40 -0*1 


Cm 1 OF WESTMINSTER ASSURANCE 
Sentry Haase 500 Awhury Bind. 

Mflum Keynes MK92NU. 01 "US606101 

Property Fund 20O.JU 71700 . 

Managed Fund BS4.I0 TO4.4U -15JM .. 

EoouyFund MiJi WTO -run 


CLERICAL MEDICAL/FIDELITY 
INVESTMENTS 

Namur Plain. Blind BS20JH. 01174240566 
Assurance Funds 

SappBlR.Mixed 304^0 4044i -ioro ... 

Ruby 107 10 11*. 10 - 4 IQ ... 

Emerald i:jjo isuo • oat 


GCh A Find Ini 3S6. W 27450 - 0«J 

Indeed Secs 204JO 2ISJ0 -0.10 

COih 210313 211.10 • I'A' 


AXA EQLTTV « LAW 
ASSURANCE 


ASSURANCE 
Anenhat Road. Hl{h 
01444 463163 
Reserve Sera lS4.ro 
Bilred sen. 47 shj 
O pportunity Ser6 32420 
Dtsrrftnnbin ier 6 1142)0 
UKEquUkiSers 151150 
Higher Inc 5er6 I542J0 

North Artier 5ero 60400 
Far Last Serb 45b±0 
Europe Serb 57720 
Inltil Serb 71600 

Property Serb 6tLNi 
FUrd Ini tars 531 <0 
Ind-LnfcdSrcab 22140 
deed DepSetb 33620 


Wyaxmbe. Backs 


144.60 - Ci40 .. 

IIU6J0 -3IJJ .. 
234.40 - bkSQ ... 

114.63 • 1.40 0.15 
IS4I.OO "94 40 . 

IbTbiX- -61 40 

734.70 .71 JO ... 

4*Urt -II 50 ... 
6137 JO -350 .. 

75320 -2A40 ... 
63640 • 0.50 . 

5 So 50 - LCD . 
DJ.CO ■ 1.10 ... 
353JO ♦ a« ... 


ca>b 

Ndi Atneriam 
Fir East 
I niemallonil 
Special SIls 
I nD ItHvtne 
European 
Japanese 
5E Asia 


377 40 347 33 -I13»J ... 
22723 23420 - IJO ... 
•SfJJll 304-30 - 810 
516 40 543o0 - 7.10 ... 

44Strt 4CN IU -13 70 

505JO >3250 -17 70 ... 
“130 4450 - 0J0 . . 

32740 344 713 .|6l»< ... 


With Proflis Reg ioa.ni MKI -ojn... 


■dn-Spcv I‘*1.10 rovirt • 030 . . 

Fled Me nrtremeni Plans Funds 
Mixed 454+) 478.43 -IS.TO ... 

Equlrv 613 no h Jn.Ni -Tnoo 

Property 24l_» 2S4t.W - 0 70 


GlhRFUrtlni 2«« SfeJO - QJC ... 


Index Linked 
Coin 

Nth AmerlcaD 
Far East act 


2S140 Him* - mo . . 


BARCLAYS UFE 

2SZ RmfonJ Road. London E7 I 
OKI 5345544 

Equity ACC 131 S3 I34JLKJ 
-do- Initial Tel .40 tttHCD 

Gill Edwd ACC 442.6) 5M.40 

-do- Initial *4540 3|| 00 

Iniemailartal act 471 Jo 400.-10 

-dc-lDlilal Ul.ia 24540 

Vaiuyrt Ace 7UO.50 745 80 

-do- Initial 413 70 44b IQ 


NihAmerican 46500 4KtH •leiw ... 

Far East acc 24220 3SjT> - jjo ... 

inivmallarul act 35-ua 37320 .11 >w 

Special Sirs 7747*3 SI5.IQ -I22IJ .. 

European Flu 72b.ro 7640*1 -TnOO . . 


COLONIAL MUTUAL GROUT 
C4dotttoJ Mmul Motet rhattumi Martrljnc. 
bar ME44YT. 01634mOODO 


Money Alt ttaW Mi 10 

Property act 315 40 JbljbU 

-do- mliOl 2U6.7U 217.60 

America Act 08270 S3820 

Far Lay Gwtti iftaeQ |<H4Q 

Financial act 583-30 elido 

SOQACTum 5W50 577.40 

Japan Ace 184."*) 1*4.30 

Inrotrc Aa 745. A) 7«5i30 

Jpwlal Slu a« -*w.:o 414.50 


-di> Equity 
<Jd- Fvl int 
Wd- Manaynl 
-do- property 


12c* IU LI* 04 • 020 . 

771 UJ 812.17 .2I« 

44015 471147 - 14) .. 
5*243 371.51 -1421 .. 
43917? 4.4360 - 12" . 


i Pend Cult Cap 21433 LS3 l 88 . ni; .. 

-do-Caih Irtv JSojW 375 48 - 0 47 . 

-do- Equity Cap »16-34 2I2LW -*U7 . 
-*>■ Equity InV 327448 345204 -132.77 .. 

-*>>- FUrt Gap 47442 504 66 • 206 ... 

-do Fixed lm 774at uo.72 - 3jn . . 


do-index Cap JJIM :«ii 


BLACK HORSE UFE 

Mo a asSanca Hone, Ctedham. Kero ME4 4JF 

0I6M S.U000 

T&rManawd Fd 10*001 IOmMU •IQ.m 

IncnmeFund ion Art II44.HS .2507 ... 

turn Income a»"»5 1038.40 -23J0 

WarfdwliirGlh 601 'll o33Jn - as; . . 

balanced Fund «M.» 100165 *24.74 ... 

smllrCdli Recm IUJH 8j JIV.60 • QJH ... 

n Artur*Genii JaS.H sum *1020 .. 

nnauc Bum 2BL44 jo* is • n IS ... 

German Grunin .VSJU 121.13 * 4.2S ... 

Japan Groat It ijoj* lie.* - aaa ... 

Thel'KGIhF*J «8« 32526 -7.72 . . 

Cond Euro Glh IWJO iw.48 - 1 76 . .. 

Property Fund 447j»> atom • im ... 

Fixed Itilcml 411 A3 433.51 .455 . 

Cash Fund 3IB26 33WK -031 ... 

Matuyedlro 6VJ16 666.35 -IL3b . . 

MDJuneribwn 366.75 3*6 w • ixtfi ... 

Atnnm Fund 

MatlqJed GjUi 419.77 +4IJI7 -M3... 


-xto- Index lnv 
do- Mn0j Cap 
dp. Mnpd lm 


37U.W »bJM * 2.14 . 
78780 82427 *2701 . 

1*11.14 134816) -44 79 


COMMERCIAL UNION 

SI Metro's. I I'ndmhaft EC3 0171283 TRU 


VorAimAcclS< ll«J« ... •I7« .. 

var Aim 151» 12225 • IJ1 .. 

Prune Uomytid 53B.70 SbFJOP -15.63 .. 
prime: 1'K Equity 7JO.uO 7ir).10 >27.30 .. 
Prime. Ini Equity 34!80 3SW - 8.M 

Klme: Property 27JIO at ?jo * aao .. 

mmr.Fxdini JBiJO Mnao > ijo .. 

Friitie Indu-Lnk 204.V 215.10 • UHU .. 

Prime-caih 231 M 243JO • 020 . . 


CONFEDERATION UFE 

LrUaU Way. Samufje. Herts SGI 2NN 
0UH7MM0 

Mannuul Fund 142720 I30L3U -14.40 
Equity II 222h« 5*43 70 *11.10 


BRITANNIA 

» BoifcwU S3, Chum** C2 tHR 
014124* 2000 

Meuuirt Pert in20 ?v* to • .tja . 

PertormanccPIui 24820 &&.40 • J.* n ... 
with From Pwi i®« 210 >*3 * o?) 


EAGLE STAR UFE ASSURANCE 
M—JpriHer Drive, QhdkflhuL G197L0. 
OL24222L311 
Lite Funds 

Ul Wlh Pits iMut I 1184*3 ... - 020... 

Smite WI Hi ID *020 ... 

MxnaiTdlJll 128.713 * XR3 .. 

Euully Mn*d|3|t |2lL*Q ... > AjC... 

tohvnrtrroiB.m: iivjo • ijj ... 


THE TIMES 


^TOJDAYDECEMBERSJffi ’ , C U COlltn. 


S MONEY INFORMATION 

- SAVERS'lBEST BUYS nllSSSS?l“ 


INSTANT ACCESS ACCOUNTS_Account 


Notice 
of term 


Interest 

Deposit Rate paid 


Woolwich 0800 222200 
C&G 0800742437 
Legal & General 0500111200 
Alliance & Leic 0845 608 8860 


Card Saver Instant 

Inst Transfer InstantB 

Direct Access Postal 

First CIs Inst Postal 


£50 7.00 Yly 

£1,000 7.25 Yly 

£2,500 7.15 Yly 

£10,000 7.50 Yly 


NOTICE ACCOUNTS 8 BONDS Account 


Notice 
of term 


Deposit 


Interest 
Rata paid 


Hatitax-M 

mortgage 


■ NEARLY three in four 
people believe that the leading 
high street banks should keep 
rural branches open, even If 
rhe\ are unprofitable; accord¬ 
ing to a new survey. 

the survey, which was car¬ 
ried out hy Omnitnas. die 
market research organisation, 
also showed that most people 
think rural post offices are 
important and should be 

supportetL 

In the past seven years, 
more than 2.600 branches of 
the leading banks have been 
closed, many in rural areas, 
according to the British Bank¬ 
er* Association. 


Bristol & West 0800 202121 
Northern Rock 0500 505000 
Bristol & West 0800 202121 
Investec (UK) 0171 203 1650 


Postal 30 
Select 90 
Fix for Six 
Base Plus 


30 day p 
90 day p 
6 month 
t year 


£10,000 

£ 10,000 

£5,000 

£ 2.001 


7.80 Yly 

7.90 Yly 

7.75 OM 

8.00 OM 


FIRST TESSAS (TAX FREE) 


Account 


Notice 
of term 


Deposit 


Interest 
Rate paid 


Sun Banking Corp 01438 744505 
Investec Bank (Uk) 0171 203 1650 
Mansfield BS 01246 202055 
Yorkshire BS 0800 378836 


Premier+feeder 

Pramier+feeder 

Premier+feeder 

Premier+feeder 


£3,000 

£9,000 

£500 

£ 2,000 


7.85 Yly 
7.85 Yly 
7.75 Yly 
7.65 Yly 




' 91 1 92 1 93'94 J 95'96 1 97 1 


CREDIT CARDS 


FT-SEIOO 
PRICE INDEX 


CREDIT CARDS 


Capital One Bank 0800 669000 
Robert Flemina/S&P 0800 829100 
Co-operative Bank 0800 109000 


■ YOUR toddler may want a 
teddy for Christmas but the 
Tunbridge Wells Equitable 
Society suggests that a baby 
hond could help to fond a 
university education. A babv 
bond is'a lav-efficient with- 
profits endowment policy on 
the life of the child. For more 
information contact the soci- 
erv on 01S92 515353. 


Card type 

Interest 
per month 

APR% 

Fee per 
annum 

Visa 

0.64%N 

7.90%N 

NR 

MasterCard/Visa 

1.00% 

14.00% 

£12 

Advantage Visa 

0.84%NC 

7.90%N 

Nil 

ALj 

■} ■ i‘. ^V-"- - 


PERSONAL LOANS _ 

Direct Line 0181 680 9966 
Capital One Direct 0800 216252 
Alliance & Leic Grp 0990 626262 


Monthly payment on £5,000 for 3yrs 
with insurance no insurance 


K3.-s*«r w0B 

mm 


12.80%A 

12.90% 

13.30% 


£183.75 

£189.48 

£187.73 


£166.38 

£166.54 

£167.56 


J' 4400 

m-im 


NB.A = Minimum age 22 years. B = Withdrawals via Bank Clearing System, C = no Interest free period, F = Rxad Ra!e(al 
other rates variable). N = Introductory rats tor a limited period. OM = Interest paid on mattrty, P = By Post only 


Susan Emmett 


* RATES SHOWN ARE GROSS AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE 
PLEASE CHECK RATES BEFORE INVESTING 


Source: AJ-nji the MortifJy GtM e> to Imvstment & Mortgage Rates (01692 500 677] 

PIBS 


dTf M*A M'J J aTO'N 3800 




FIXED RATE 


Gross 

coupon 


Minimum 
Issue purchase 
price amount 


Birmingham Midshires 9.380% 
Bradford & Bingley 11.630% 
Bradford & Bingley 13.000% 
Britannia 13.000% 

Coventry 12.130% 

First National 11.750% 

Leeds & Hoibeck 13.380% 

Newcastle 10.750% 

Newcastle 12.630% 

Skipton 12.780% 

Northern Rock 12.630% 


PERPETUAL SUBORDINATED BONDS 


Cheit & Gloucester 11.750% 156.00 7.530 


Halifax 

Halifax 

Halifax 

Bristol & West 


8.750% 113.75 7.690 

12.000% 149.50 8.030 

13.630% 180.75 7.540 

13.380% 171.50 7.800 


100.98 50,000 

100.62 50,000 


100.28 50,000 

100.00 50,000 


PIBS=Peimaneni interest-bearing shares. Source NatWe&l Martials 


HAMBROS- POSSIBLE SALE OF HAMBROS BANK r -280 

| K ..._.. J- 270 

■ /%aA. ..-a.. ' , Ul.;^a|L9«l 




Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul 


wUy )ld 
Bid Olirt *r- % 


BristolS *«(Jtl ll*H* 

EquJi) VpISI 31X71} JXLH3 


Ad*enluimi» St 74L50 ist.rt 


Maru^rtCI 7IL70 
LoglcrMIB Uls 4IL-M 
Periston FuntK 
Unll WITH FI 141511 I IMG 
v.«un.-iZit iixio 
M jiWKwIiai 124 w 
Equity MnrJ U I 131 rM 
AihemurouslZI' I lb 40 
Briiiol« wro iJ i ii jjo 


317.70 32*40 - SOI) ... 
4IL«0 437 00 -IJTO Ortl 


HAMBRO ASSURED 
Haitanr Home. Porren Prrsbro. Lams 
PR2 2FR. 01H2840000 
MJinojKO 321M3 21b40 • 3JW ... 

4U*- Feu. 24LW3 30SD0 * bJCl 

L'K Equity 283.10 ZTOW. • ABO .. 

-do-Pms 3IBJO J»2D -7.10... 

lnwmxiiun*l 173*3 isi>n - lio .. 

-do- Pm. I42J0 702-40 • LBO . . 

Drpmlr 150.70 IM.W3 - 0J0 ... 

410-Peru I4LS0 20L«rt -030 ... 


201*) 212-JO - 0-30 ... 
I quo IS6.ll) - B*3 ... 


LONDON UFE 

Si mur s uL Bad SUM BriHoL 

01174047777 


Ftxrd wns : 540-10 


FRIENDS' PROM DENT 


HILL SAMUEL UFE 

NLA Ibutt. Addfawonbc Road, i 

OISI686 4355 


Property I fflJD 

Depalir JJAJo 

Mixed i 7BIJ0 

Indexed Stock t 2x8.40 

IrnrrruiloruJ l 321 JO 

EquftvAt 299.70 

Ftxrd Ini A! DUO 

Property AI 213.40 

Depart! At 193.70 


OLD MUTUAL 

2 Butin Way. Hoot. Hum RG274XA 
012557(8588 

Equity Fund ACT «4J0 452.90 -1740 ... 
Fed Intern! ACC 3CCA0 31400 • 1JI .. 
Imemwtoal act jozjo 31840 -420 ... 
Mortared Acc 2B2JD 297JO - 8H3 ... 

Property ACT 214 60 231.70 • 0J0 ... 

Money ACT 172*1 IBZJQ - 020 ... 

Spec MIS ACT 224J0 23670 - 870 . . 

Japan Bqurty ACT 78JD 8040 -840 ... 
*■ AtnerACT 2S7.W 27LIO -8*3 ... 
Fad Be ACT 10220 107.40 - DO 

European Acc 289 JO JOS.TO -72X3 ... 


01727 -11.3366 




Svcuriry Fund 

TERJO 

AJ42U 

•23-30 

Mixed At 

251*0 

• 7.10 

Managed 

414.10 

4J5.SO 

• :JO ... 

Brirbh Fund 

843 JO 

80290 

•M80 ... 

Index Stock At 

209.70 

. - 09) 

I'X Equity 

WISH 

921.90 

• 13 50 . . 

iniemodonal 

TOO JO 

741.10 

•2150 ... 

Intern atumal A1 

200330 

. • 5 JO 

5ienunJ«IUp 

*■2.91 

J15J0 

• 2*u 

[ml Lor Fund 

997.70 

70900 

•2280 ... 

Equity PI 

114920 

• 52JQ 

OvervBi Equin 

37120 

.WUCi 

• nso ... 

CapUil Fund 

MASH 

7D4-W 

-23.10 

Fixed IntFI 

747.90 

* 050 

Vjrth American 

24 Iasi 

25) *1 

• 5..TO . 

Inounc Fund 

11154 40 

III5.M 

•3720 ... 

Property Pr 

3W-TO 

• 040 

Partite Barin 

13480 

141.10 

• 2.10 . 

Property Scries A 

SbttTO 

tPIXO 

... 4.7D 

Deposit Pt 


- OJO 

Eurupein 

'•222)> 

391 TO 

- uTTi 

properrj UnlLi 

■H".TO 

■W7JD 


Mixed P, 

7S3JU 

*2550 

Ptupeny 

UnOO 

2HlTO 

* 0.7n ... 

Financial Fund 

IUII.TO 

icnrum 

*5870 . 

index Stock Ft 

30990 

. - 110 

Fixed Inlens 

2CTW 

314. TO 

- 040 

Mxnaeed Sir A 

735.BO 

778.ro 

•21 JO ... 

Imrrriuilonxl pi 

SBfiM 

-12JX1 

[ruin UTOunl 

203.10 

213.50 

- 1.50 ... 

ManaKed Units 

IJ3IJ0 

1401.40 

•3820 ... 




Caib 

2.TO.T1 

3JJ 

• 0J1 

High Yield Fund 

15210 

law 40 

•33-WJ 

LONDON A MANCHESTER ASSCE 

FP Llle Auunruv ex Ml 



Money Series a 

33*50 

MS tO 

- 0.40 ... 

Wlre&sdc Port. Enter EX51DS. 01392282 

Filed inicrcM 

b9*8Q 

O74J0 

* 2.10 .. 

Money Units 

4J7JW 

460.10 

• a® ... 

im Tnm cap 1 

61980 

* 780 

Muiaci-d 

"51.10 

1001.30 

-27JO ... 

Equity Flind 

B49.T0 

B1890 

•2°M ... 

-do- ACT 1 

IIB6JU 

• 1500 

D--P-WII 


4>.*>"*3 

• 040 

Filed Inlemi 

49UD 

41a. oil 

- JLVS . . 

Property C*p J 

I38S3 

- 2.10 

Propi-ny 

577+1 

MtTTl) 

• lino 

Indexed Secs 

222.10 

235.10 

- I2J0 ... 

ju-Acci 

2S2M 

- 350 

Aiueitcun 


•I^.W 

•ova.' ... 

European Fund 

1(369.10 

1128JO 

•33L» ... 

FXd IniensJ Csp 1 

2 lies 

• 0«3 

AUkirillxn 

0-4-1 50 

o:h4P 

•20jn ... 

Nituiui Kei 

242.70 

2S9.TO 

- OJO ... 

-do-Ao; r 

»U.M3 

* 22X3 

Eiimpcin 

■Oh.Tn 

■*59.50 

•3000 ... 

Far End Fluid 

477.10 

504.TO 

-1120 ... 

Equity cap: 

4I93X) 

•1180 

Income Act 

umi M 

114120 

*32.30 .. 

Smaller Cm 

984 JO 

724.10 

* )J0 ... 

-do-Arc 1 

7*000 

•21.10 

-<P»-DIM 

57*31/0 

oiaio 

• 2-70 4J9 

Special Flu 

72020 

762J0 

*14.70 ... 

Inlematl Cap I 

343.10 

* 3X0 

Inlemarkmal 

400 10 

421 l*t 

-I2JO 

Man Currency 

3)1.40 

.*".40 

* OJO ... 

-do-Arc! 

45020 

- 720 

Japan Smaller 

253/11 

2WI3JU 

- 090 ... 

Japanese Tocfl 

2J8J0 

2SA40 

- 280 ... 

an Deposiicap 

inv 


Singapore 4 Mai 

304JO 

383-50 

•mao .. 

US smaller Cos 

519.70 

549.80 

- 5 JO ... 

-do- acc: 

29am 

- OJO 

TWyn Fund 

5+.UA' 

5w2D 

• 1-40 

Formerly T»re«n Llle Asninuicc CD. Lid 

Flexible Cop: 

40580 

• 7X0 

UK Equity 

B44KI 

W3) 

-27 .'PO .. 

Pepusll 

278.50 

293JU 

• ait) ... 

■do- act: 

757X0 

• 1520 


PRUDENTIAL 

HoBrora Bam London EON ZNH 
OimSUBM 

Managed 466.40 4BS.40 - sjo ... 


CCM Vania! Me IlW-op Iduzai *21.70 


GT GLOBAL FUND MGMT LTD 
Ubaa Gale. IRh Fir. I2S London Watt. Land 
ECZ\'S.U. 0171710 (SB7 
GT Plan Far Ex* aSrtO 2WJO -|.i 10 ... 
GT PUn Wniclc MMJi* 63b 2! *|fc**3 ... 


nrundxl Srr i 
Filed iniercJ 
Gold 
Managed 
Mnud Groalh 
Property 


1*3X0 MJEr 
<00.10 417X30 
02Jrt 684(1 
812X3 BSSrtO 
2S**7D 27240 
3*10.10 417 JX> 


Gan ufe a pensions 

Gan Howe. Morlew, Eoo 
CM20 2E5V. 01274 626262 

POTTtallO ACT 840 bU B40KJ *33Jil .. 

■d.-mvA Maro 804*ro *21.40 . 

Uk Equity 574 oO bOSID -I7.+J ... 

Gill Plus 24140 25-4-XI - iioa ... 

Managed W3.70 4MXI> • 4BQ . . 


RnldentUI Prop 125 10 131.70 
ISB American 384JO 4Cuao 

T5B Bril Gvrth ntOJO 137140 

TSB European 40030 421 JO 

FSB Income oi4-Crt o47XC 

TSB Inil 93B.4P S64J-* 

res Pnafk S3A.40 jsojo 


• J7t* ... 

- 3JO ... 

-aw ... 

*10.60 .. 

- SAO .. 

• (UP ... 

- am . 

• 920 ... 
*37330 ... 
•4X0 ... 

• 1340 ... 
*1280 ... 


Moneymaker Fd i 574JQ 
Caplul Growth I 2533.10 


NAiaertaulFU 4S7J0 4SI413 -1070 ... 


GENERAL ACCIDENT 
2 Kixqricr SL Turk VOl IHR. 01404 X2S4S2 


L nlrtsed Proili MW 177.40 . mo 


Pacific Fund 
ConvLUc 


L'k EquJi) 43030 4 s lw 

Fixed In 23b.40 24BoO • OJTO ... 

Indexttlnhed 147-XJ SOM - a*ro 

Lasa PepiHli 149 40 33**n • ajo ... 

pnspenj- 34X30 2 in.70 - OJO 

IniCfTlinuJIJl 21)713 234 411 * 5.40 . 

American 27)2D JSJJO .7 10 .. 

Japan 17biT l»SJu - 1.40 .. 

ta run *■ in Hr cm iij.* ifwjbO - ini . 
Eunnae UiX 2:40*1 - u.M) . 

Paalic Fund Jlbrp 227-30 • 9.40 .. 

CorrvLite I7SJ0 1842*3 - )4U . 

Fjrmeity Pravldcm Munial 
Halloaed Old «3e«> e»«3 *17.«1 ... 

Managed Initial wu 410.10 -10.70 

Equity Old IlSMJn 1145 90 -.44.31.3 

Eqaliymi! bbS/rt 703*0 * 23 7D .. 

J-Unled Glh Did 2*3J» 2SJ20 -110 .. 
I-uniwlGIlrlaJi isurt iai.to • ojo ... 

Oseas Equity Ord 44100 4»-U3 -ll£fl .. 

Owroi Equity Inli 2bu2m 2»4 j30 -7 10 

Properiydid 3iljj X27'4i • OJO ... 

Property Inli Imw 33Q40 *010 

Fixed Ini On) JHM«i 3b* CO • I IU 

Fixed Int Inli 21 IJO 222Ml * OM ... 

Oepmll Old 233 10 245« - OJO 

miw'iriJiuui i42no 1 saiu -aio .. 


IRISH UFE ASSURANCE 
Irish U(r Centre. Victoria Street. Si Albux 
Hem AU STT. OrTT 48181 
GlnbalManaged 7h)JQ tBXSO *14.50 ... 
Global Properly Ml JO 354J0 - 12X3 ... 

Global Fixed Ini 643 SO *7740 -280 ... 

Global Equity AJ240 87uJ0 *I8JS3 ... 

Global Cash 240JB0 2S3JO - 020 ... 


MAG 

Vktnrii RnarL Owlrosfbrd. Exe* CMIIFB 
0121526(266 

Amer Bond Arc MS 70 TO I J(J -2060 ... 
Azner Her Bond 814.10 855230 • 7 JU ... 

Ani SmlrCoi Bd 3X340 347JO - OJO ... 

Australasia Bd 27620 24010 » J.I0 ... 

EommodBy Bond 320.43 J36JO . sjo ... 

Depmli Band act 40bja 42660 • 040 ... 

Equlrv Bond ACT 2030.70 21 mo ^J.<*3 ... 
European Bd ACC 572-SO 60120 -22JS0 ... 

Extra Yld Bd act maia iios.to *4920 ... 
Gill Bond ACC 551.10 57BJD * I.7D ... 

Gold Bond ACT 101.40 107.10 - 110 ... 

High Yield Bond 447.10 4MM *23 JO ... 

Index-inkG1 Bd 246J0 SATO - OKI . . 

1 menu banal Bd 872.40 QltsCrt -2UO ... 

Japan Bond act ISojo ira.10 - 250 ... 
Japan Sin Cn Ac IS8-20 inojo -AIO ... 
Managed Bands 1134.30 1141.JO • 34-30 ... 
Prop Bond act 55SA0 583JO - IJO ... 
Rec Bond act I064JD I122TO -34J0 ... 
5 EjH Asia Bd ACT aon) 273.10 -I) JO ... 


Bounced Fund 20000 214x1a 
Strategic Fund 233.70 2462X3 


4TOJ0 456JD -16.40 ... 
200230 214230 - Sort ... 
233.70 2462X3 • 650 ... 


ROYAL HERITAGE LIFE ASSURANCE 
PUntnroMh Bmtacro Put, ftt a ti oro ue h 
PB26GG. «733MHV 

Mill! Crtiw 1431 442.40 . 

-do- Acc 533-20 561 JO . 

Op Prop 566-30 S46.KJ - a 10 ... 

Op Equity I4SJ0 1500JO *38.70 ... 

Op H3gb Yield 734X0 777.40 - 4^3... 

Op Managed 1057JO III2X0 *21X0 ... 

Op Deporir 441.40 464X0 - 040 ... 

JaponSmlr 117X0 124X0 - 2J0 ... 

ManagedG<b 354.40 373X0 - 350 ... 

Brum 548.10 578.40 -810... 

Global Bond I22JO 12B50 - 040 ... 

Gokistiue 6150 65230 - 32X3 ... 

Japan 2*4X0 244xo . 6J0 ... 

UKSmlrCM bUBjJO 60X0 - 7X0 ... 

MnpJGnwtu 615.40 64ajo * 7.10 ... 


LEGAL A GENERAL UNIT ASSURANCE 
2 Mantfiore Road. Hfrre. Soon BTOISE 
OIZ73S24000 

BSocLnkdlnH 13450 141.40 . 

-d*>- ACT 302.10 21250 • OJO ... 

BrilOppsIni 14400 210.40 • 520 ... 

-do- ACT 271 40 285. TO *750 ... 

Cash Initial I72jrt 141.TO - 050 ... 

do-ACT 325. ID 312.30 . 

Equity Initial 426X0 47!v«l -33 211 ... 

db- ACC 1745 JO 14)7.40 *bS 10 ... 

Fixed Initial jaj.TO 416X0 - OJO 

-do- ACT 745JO 78450 - 2X0 


MGM ASSURANCE 

MGM Hone. Hccae Road. TVorfrine 

BNII2DY. 01403204631 


L'K Equity 31SJ0 331.40 * 8J0 ... 

UX Equity ACT 444230 52000 *13X0 ... 

Special SIB IJJ.IO 1)80) - 3J0 ... 

special Bits act 20540 2I6JD - 5.70 ... 

North American 2M.TO 283.40 * 6.TO ... 

t* American Act 422.70 4452X3 *11230 ... 

PaancBortJl 27660 2BS.I0 4 5.40 ... 

PacHK florin act 410-30 *532)0 * 4J0 ... 

Fixed inirresi 314JTO J36TO * 120 ... 

FixedI iuhhact 50150 S28JO • i.<u ... 

Property km 10 204x0 - are ... 

Property act * 14.50 32dmi . 4J0 ... 

Deport! 156234 16470 - 0.10 .. 

Depart!MC 245.30 258J0 -OJO ... 

MenagEd jjj.« H4.TO 4 7.40 ... 

Managed act 472.70 447x0 -ia40 ... 


Indri-UirtlGIII 351230 154 00 -aH3... 


do-ACT 
Inti Initial 
-Ju- ACT 


242_a3 255.40 ♦ 060 .. 
WO40 JSB.4U -9.10 ... 
6)130 MrtXO *IA40 ... 


MontiKdInhul 587to blaxo -15X0 ... 


Fixed Ini Ord 

FlUd Ini Inli 

nepmli Old 

wpptir muui 


linaao I IWJO -A2JD . 


KOVAL LIFE INSURANCE 
New Hal Pin:. Lnerpool L643HS 
0151234 3000 
Royal Ufe Ltnli Untied 

Managed Fund 515233 542230 *11.70 ... 


SAVE S PROSPER 
1622 Wertern Road. Romford. I 
RMI3LB. DI70B766466 
Bol lit* Fond 9440 105 JO 
□epoitl Fund a 42850 45350 
Gill FUlId Ml JO 688230 

Global Equity Fd 27*650 272X0 
Propoty Fund 14(4 131 JO 13430 
AG Bond Fund 158.70 1682J0 


PropertyInlrui LM.IO 24bJ0 -0 70 ... 


44100 464 JO - OJO 


MERCHANT INVESTORS 
SI Banbofcnrm Hhk lxwim Maul 
Brirtol BSI2NH 


sarmsH amicable 

150 SI Vtocofl Street, dun* 
0*412*82)23 


Equity 

Fncert meemt 


85850 403-70 
444X0 47JJO 


01170266366 


*20.70 ... 
- 1.10 ... 
• 150 ... 


NATIONAL SAVINGS 


Lender 

Interest 
rate % 

Loan 

size 

Max 

% 

Notes 

Bitttding Societies 

Chelsea 

0800 291291 

5.39 

£20-150k 

80 

Fixed to 1^.00 

Nationwide 

0800 302010 

5.75 

to£300k 

90 

,2J35% disc for 

2 years 

Britannia 

0800 526350 

Banks 

5.74 

no max 

80 

Fixed fbr^yra 

Bank of Ireland 

01189 510100 

0.99 

£20-145k 

• 95 

Fixed for 8 mths 
3% cfisc-6 mths 

Bristol & West 

0117 979 2222 

2.90 

£15-no 

max 

90 

Fixed to 1.11^8 

m/I 

. - LARGER''tj6AliiS?^A’'v 

- • : v .-••••• r-s'A * ■ - • ■ i.: 


Intarast 

Loan 

• 

Max 


bander. 

rate % 

. size 

% 

Notes 

Building Societies 





Scarborough 

0990 133149 

0.99 

£15-100k 

95 

724% dso-6 mth 
2%-6mth,05%-1y 

Nottingham Imper. 
0115 9817220 

0.75 

£25-150k 

75 

Fixed at 0.75% 
to 31.1.98 

Leeds & Hoibeck 
0113 22S 7777 

1^0 

to £180k 

95 

7%dsc-6 mths, 
1%dso12 mths 

Banks 

Bank of Ireland 
01189510100 

0.99 

£20-145k 

95 

Fixed for 6 mth 

3% dsc-6 mth 

Bristol & West 

2.90 

£15-no 

90 

Fixed to 

0117979 2222 


• max 


1.11.98 

TC.TrJirisr-aw “W:r « ■) : 


PRUDENTIAL INDIVIDUAL UFE FDS 
I Stephen Street. London W1P2AP 
01715483278 

Managed Fund K344.40 IIOC2J *25.40 ... 
Equity Fund 2JJ650 245450 -81JD ... 
loll FQnd 751.TO 791 JO -22.10 ... 

Fixediraerert tri3*9(3 73050 • 150 ... 

Propeny Fund 511.50 570JO * 0.70 ... 

Cub Fund 41050 4XL30 * 0.40 ... 

Pad He Burn 266.70 2B050 - 5.40 ... 


OdtoyAW,. lm iffi 
investment A/c** *.75 3.80 
income Bond* a 6*50 5^0 JOT 
Flret Opt Bond* B.7S 5.40 4.05 

44lh Issue Cartfs s 5 Ja 

ChfldrBn's Bondt 6.75 
Gen Ext Rale 3J1 
Capital Bond) t 6.65 5-32 3.99 

11 th Ind Linkedti 2.75 
p^rt.nnnrisa.T-OO 5.60 4.OT 


PlO-ElW"" 

£i.£499** r 

E2k-£2sk" 
£1k-£20k” 
El00 .£1ffi Sdffj 
225-cik reuh 


£100£250K tea>- 
£l 00 -£l 0 k 8day 
ccnn.FSOki SOday 


C645 6450CC 
C645643SOO 
Q645S4aXC 
Ot45 64£OCO 
C645&LSC0 
054564sv03 
064s655KC 
C645 5450C0 
0645645030 


WUy Tld 
*l- % 


PEARL ASSURANCE 

The Preri Centre. Lynch Wood, py u i lrui o ng h 

PE26FY. 01733410470 

Inv PropDts Ifl TO HI.30 -4X0... 

prop ACT IGrnsd 771-30 7»*» *12-40 ... 

inv Equity 1853.40 14512X3 *68.70 ... 

Inv Managed inc.ro i:«ajo *isjo ... 

Ret Managed 1374.10 I446J0 -42.70 ... 


- 1.H3 2J6 
... A44 

. AM 7J7 
♦ 5J0 ... 

. . 6.71 

- 12X3 ... 


■ Atf £70 ffMO flat ri l» 

retested proceeds f .* j- -■ 

12 % ni* torus tar !2CfflQ+ <3^ 


T—j ‘.t 


jPENSKM ANNUmpS 


All figures are the 
purchase), guarantee 

SINGLE LIFE (level ann) 


iross annual annuity (£ 100 .^ 

15 years, paid monthly in advance 

Male: Age 60 Age 65 Age 70 


r>paHa ufe..Level 

Sun U of Can...Level 

Standard Ufe - Level 

Scottish Wfid.-Level 

Legal & General-Level 


£9,034 

£9,062 

£9.044 

£9.100 

£9.082 


£10.130 

£10.122 

£10.136 

£10.120 

£10,109 


£11.620 

£11.564 

£11.564 

£11.500 

£11.401 


SINGLE LIFE 


Female: Age 60 Age 65 Age 70 


Prudential__—Level 

Generali -Level 

Scottish Widows ..Level 

Sun Lf of Can_Level 

Canada Life.-Level 


£ 9-205 £10.649 

£9,159 £10.437 



£8.960 

£9.067 

£9,151 


£9,950 

£10.176 

£10.353 


JOINT LIFE, 2/3 WIDOWS Male: Age 60 Age 65 Age 70 
(levelar£uSy) Female: Age55 Age60 Agees 


Scottish Widows..Level 

Sun Lf of Can.Level 

Generali .. Level 

Equitable Life_Level 

Prudential.-..Level 


£8.424 

£8.511 

£8£12 

£8.384 

£8,445 


£ 9.091 
£9.350 
£9.412 
£9.197 
£9.178 


SomxArmrtylXnxi(0t77 68J5000t ____ 

Statistics compiled by Jacqui Spray 


i£i v 1 BUYERS 


Interest Loan Max 

rate % size % Notes 


Building Societies 


Newbury 
01635 43676 
Mansfield 
01246 202055 
Day Cross 
01246 862120 


4.85 £30-100k 95 


£20 £25-250k 


5.25 £15-100k 95 


3% discount for 
1 year 

6%dso6mtfi.1.49% 

-6mth 0.99%-1 T 
3% discount for 
1 year 


Banks 

Bank of Ireland 
01189 510100 
Abbey National 
0800 555100 


0.99 £20-145k 35 


6.05 to £125k 95 


Fixed for 6 mths 
3% disc-6 mths 
Fixed to 31.1.00 


ns 


Larger lerxiers. taans and firstJtma buyers ottos tv Slay's Guile* L- . Jf 753iX-tP2: 


Discover How You Could Make 
Serious Money From Penny Shares 

To main i FffiEcq* of KNOT SHARE GUIDE, Briutat No. 1 pnbbatm !ar upping 

< ‘ Tr ‘rong “Ttxiw "qnpXllflllTITT PH 1 *) •*" *-**»cK^ TOFF reprwt pift mrlurfidg . 

dea3sofbov mdma aFESoopf of^The lnvtaart Giride aHw die Suxk Market 
Efid* Sods' pobtohed bf ibefinuitaia/ Trnoi/PiimxB Puttdnnj. snipk... 

CALL NOW ON: 0500 823873 


■■■” • 1 

r - ■■m 


dwwpfd Irt 1 RrCTTCm P rti k Jd u re Lol jcc RB^dbyllKtavnllaaauaa.laltem 
■ % y ii re r t < X hegl # Btg»S6rei. lada GX^l 


■-r - l*dS' i 




WUy VM 


Index Linked 
Deporti 
Managed 
Worldwide 


341.ID SID -OM ... 

220.70 232x0 . 

3881X3 408*0 *11.40 ... 
132 . 50 134X0 -140 . 


Pm WDrtdBride 141X0 I44JO 


SCOTTISH MUTUAL ASSURANCE 
H» Si YfaMCWI Street Gh^qw G2FHN 
01412486321 

Flex Fund (35) 2287.70 235850 . 

Salcry Fund 304.40 32040 *4.10... 
Orowib Fund 315.40 132x0 *4.10... 


European 27TW 24C.10 

Winmht AHannce ■ 
WeaRhAuuteri fVsuv i — ct, 
Ebor PttoenJL Eq 677JO ott.TO 
Property GimTh 
Property Fandr 64750 
-do- act: M3x0 

® arbitralFos wok: 

act: »*JD 

AtriwyMasFdi 81350 


• * . 


Opportunity Fd 326.10 M3J0 *8.40 ... 


CuhFund 14580 TO6J0 - OJO ... 

European Fund 52020 547X0 -1450 .. 

GQnaFXdun aazin zTnJo * loo ... 

Index-UnCTd FU 227X0 2)4X0 -ZOO... 

IruenunuDOlFd 32680 344.W -IJO ... 

NdltTl ADI extern 34850 41450 *10.40 ... 

Property Fnnd DB.ro 146.10 - ttio ... 

UK Equity JTJJO »U0 -Uubo ... 

UKSmoUer 32)3X3 3403X3 • L30 ... 


Equity; 

Equity act: 
Money Fund i 
-do- act: 
jwxurtilFdi 

Gib-Edged Fd: 
dO-ACT t 


M380 

• CTO 


OK K 

. • IW 


W4JD 

- uxu ... 


51350 

- oto 


537DO 

. ■ 060 


s;sx3 

•|.i la . 

TO 

WAC 

• «w . 


2*3*80 



1*0560 


K |_ 

551X30 

. - 0-5O 

*• 

S23.IC 

• tl«0 . 

f 

B44.40 

-luTO . . . 


484.7*? 

- 3.P) 


484.73 

• ?.I0 .. 

_ 

I4C3.4C 

. • uo .. 

• i % 

moo 


*■ a 

37 JJ 

• rjn 



Sn&t 


~y.‘ --i- 


SCOTTISH PROVIDENT 
6 Si Andrew Square. Erfinborgb EH22VA 

om»«m 

Mired 307.50 387X0 - 8J0... 

Equity 414X0 44L80 -1030 ... 

InTwnmiml T ?ttnn wjj - UHl ... 

Property 267X0 28140 - 020 . 

FnedImereu JOB.TO 325.10 • 3X0 ... 
Irato Linked ZZ3.IO 234.40 * 1.90 ... 
C«tt _ __ 201.10 21420 *020 ... 

Fdiuieity Plume 

BtlCbuttMogd 108000 114400 -28X0 ... 
CartlFund 374.40 40040 -0X0... 

property Fond M6 l 00 364X0 - 440 .. 
Equity FkUMt IW5.I0 1165.10 *3140 .. 
FidIrueruTFlntd brtUO 64110 * 5.70 ... . 
lm ammonal 462.70 4«J0 *1S« ... 
HighIriouine KEUO IU6J0 -3140 ... 
Far Eon 46*40 44250 -IS. TO ... 

MortllAjnerbwt 847X0 454.40 -23J0 ... 
Special SC* 44450 I00UU *2X20 ... 
TedUKdOET I087JO 115680 -1680 ... 
Exnuiearaeld 57650 61X30 -14X0 ... 
GUI Fund 555.70 SOUO - 080 ... 

European a8X0 23X80 *UQ... 

Adrentanmi Mg 26X20 277.43 * 7X0 ... 
SCTOreMgd 14640 207-50 HM ... 
Equity Inc DM 15X50 163.43 * 4.TO 3X5 

Man aged D IB 134.10 l«l.40 • 2X0 4.73 

KendenoD lutummiBinidt 
UK Equity Fd 451X0 480X0 - «X0 ... 
North America S4ZJD 5772X3 -4X0 ... 
ForEjmFund 44310 47JX0 • 3X0 ... 
Global Managed 587.40 624.40 *10X0 ... 
Depart!Fund ZS6J0 26980 -OJO ... 
PrimeKertdemtaJ I47JO IS5J0 -0X3... 
European Fund 382.10 406X0 * 91)0 ... 
Roodinsensf KMO 68.00 -OJO ... 


SUN LUX OF CANADA 

Ba aing * i ew . BomdK Hun* RC2 2DZ 

OaBaf UAU4H 

Cro*i&Acet ZUKJC ... -2X1J 

Managed Act: 1ML50 ... * 0.90 ... 

EquHVAccnunr: IBW.40 - 140 .. 

Mngd Fund ACT M7J> 54*46 - 0X3 

Equity Fund ACT 7Uua tpjo - aw 

Prop Fond Act 31 1-773 33.0 -640 ... 

Fbed Inr Fd act 401X0 42280 -OJO .. 

Money Fund act 248.33 26U0 • OJO ■ ■ 

Indx-Ufcsa Ac 247JO 2EC-20 - aw 

Fen pern acc: 262J.I0 ... #1X10 ... 

PemMitgdAca I2J430 :Z83X3 -640 ... 

Peru Guam mec 330X0 33720 # 020... 

PernEquby 51720 54020 • l.hl ... 

remProperly jnjo 343XD -4.KJ ... 

Pens Fbxd Ini 34820 419.70 -• IM ■ 

NdUIOtl 243.70 3CW.ro • X20 ... 

Pen* Money 27680 23180 -0l«... 


wgy. 

iniemti 


* m 


PrnalndxHLnfed 24730 260X0 



SCOTTISH WIDOWS 
PO Boa 402. Edinburgh ! 
UB 6556000 

Inv Pal I 1346J0 I 

RirPidJ I2S9J0 I 

inv Pol 3 1I85J0 I 

irrrCau 3903 

MtUd Pond 61010 

Equity Fond 805X0 

Property Fond 244X0 

rm errariiwial Id 57640 . 
Fined Iraerert Fd 477J0 
Indexed Sudc Fd 243.10 
CarfLFaod - 859.10 


SUN UFE UNIT <- 

St ban Sanaa. Bridal KS447S2. 

0117 4426411 

Managed Act 114050 185320 -JUO .. 

Property act 4B5J3 510X0 *610... 

EquttyAcc JTO840 ZUUO -47-JO ■ ■■ 

Fixed lm Act 515-23 S4X40 -OS 

Cosh Acc 35120 JTOXP .* 6® 

Amer Equity Act 623-50 65640 *«3 • 

Japan Act i42jo 3BLTO - 6X7 . . 

Pad«c Acc 242J0 307.70 *il-B> - 

FV Caslezn act 621 JO 65600 • 4SJ ■■ 

Imemauemal act mud TtxidJ -UU3 ... 

Wrtrlbaltoo Fnrtd 341X0 354X0 • 610 5JS 
European 264X0 233.70 -WOO ■ ■ - 

DeRrdDM 2X350 245X0 *440 ... 


TSB UFE LTD 

QarlUa Pin Aadorer. Him ! 

01264 345678 

Managed Fund 3*LOO 401.10 

Fropeny Fund Z4c.ro 257.ro 

Fixed Interest Fd 274.90 28450 

Motley Fond 82680 Z3640 

Equity Fund HUD WZJW 


SRAND1A UFE 
ShareHa. Hoosc PRthed Terrace. 
Sondwanttn S097BX 
81703334411 

Managed ACT 51X03 54003 - 1.00 

EquliyACT W7.40 TMXO *1150 

irueauiftnialAte 381.40 40203 * ijo 

PlDpen J . 257.70 271 JO « OJO 


STANDARD UFE ASSURANCE CO 
Snadaid Lite Hone M Udfetan Rood. 


GUARDIAN ROYAL EXCHANGE 
Royal Exdnmce London ECX 0171S3710I 
«5 Prop Bd* Uril-Tn loop JO 
MaiUUMd InlUol UM TO 61550 -17 JO . . 
-dO- ACC ' IfIZJXt 4.VX.4U -TO TO 
Equln Initial 4.6X0 H3Z7.-30 -JHrX) ... 

da-ACT I484J93 15aO) -5J.» ... 


UNCDLN 

Tbe Quan. UH-IQS Odud Rond. Urttridon 
Middx UBS ILZ 01945 200204 
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Egfaj^Collinson says providers promisi 




Asia trips up pensions 
tied to investment trusts 


0 heap investment ^ 

promised to deliver a knockout 
blow to overcharging insurance 
ranipany persona] pensions. But ihecol- 
-lapse in Asian markets and widening 
trust discounts are threatening to give 
m investment trust pensions a btoodynosa. 
▼ . .Some Asia-invested trusts have been 
m tree-tall this year. Shares in Pacific 
Assets, managed by Jvoiy & Sime, are 
dq^a staggering 55 per cent, falling 
mom Hop at the start of the year to 53 d 
thjsweek. Over the same period. Foreign 
& CoJomal’s Pacific Trust has fallen 31 
per cent. But why should investment 
ttust pension holders be wors^hit than 
other pension holders? 

;Roddy Kohn, ao investment trust 
broker and member of the Personal Inv¬ 
estment Authority, the regulator, said- 
*-Because of the limited range of invest¬ 
ment trust pensions, there is a reason¬ 
able probability that you could end up in 

a nightmare situation. Although they are 

cheap, you can get egg all over your 
face." 

Investment trusts have also suffered 
more than similarly invested unit trusts, 
as demand for the shares has fallen even 
faster than the value of their underlying 
assets. 

gg Only four companies offer investment 
V trust pensions: Flemings, Fbrcign & Col¬ 
onial, Edinburgh Fund Managers and 
Ivory & Sime. Investors can choose from 
a.range of trusts, including generalist 
funds and managed portfolios. • 

But of Edinburgh^ choice of 13 trusts * 
for its pension, five are in high-risk 
Asian and emerging markets. Flemings, 
a Far East specialist, has a range of 18 
trusts under its pension plan; with five 
invested in Asian or emerging markets. 
Lower-risk with-profits fimds, the bas¬ 
tion of insurance company personal 
pensions, are not offered by investment 
trust'companies. Investment trust per-' 



Bangkok is still as hustling and bustling as ever but now the steam has gone out of the stock market and the currency 


sonal pensions are only three years old, 
with the first launched by Foreign & 
Colonial in 1994.. Flemings followed in - 
1995, and earlier ibis year slashed 
charges, claiming its pension was the 
cheapest on the market 
But Mr Knhn said: “At the time, 1 re¬ 
ran Flemings was promoting its Far 
East (now Fleming Asian) Trust quite 
heavily as a recovery play. If you were an 
the wrong end of a recommendation like 
that a year ago you wouldn't be very 
happy now ” Other Fleming investment 


trusts available for pension investment, 
such as the Claverhouse and American 
Trusts, have performed well. 

Mr Kohn said: “I accept that you could 
have done well if you picked the right 
trust, but this does highlight the risks in 
using investment trusts for a pension. 
Overall, I am a fan of investment trusts, 
and would use a nice defensive, low-to- 
medium risk trust such as TR Property, 
but its simply not available for use in a 
pension." 

However. Hamish Buchan, invest¬ 


ment trust analyst at NatWest Markets, 
rejects the suggestions that investment 
trust pensions are inherently risky. He 
said: “It is highly unlikely that anyone 
would put all their pension investment 
into a single trust, and you shouldn't just 
look at one-year performance when con¬ 
sidering a pension — it's for the long 
term. Comparing a single country trust 
in the Flar East with an insurance comp¬ 
any with-profits fond is comparing 
apples with pears. They are completely 



I nvestment trusts are 
pooled equity invest¬ 
ments, typically in a 
wide selection of stocks and 
shares. A number of invest 
meat trust management 
groups allow you to pay- 
pension contributions, en¬ 
joying the usual pension tax 
advantages, into one or 
more of their trusts. 


For whom are they a 
suitable product?.. 


H Anybody with- aFCoro^- 
pany-sporisorecTor occu¬ 
pational scheme, enjoying 


employer contributions, is 
well-advised to stay with the 
scheme. ■■ But for -the self- 
employed or those without a 
companyscheme, investment 
trust pensions should be con¬ 
sidered alongside die tradi¬ 
tional ' insurance company 
personal pension. Investment 
trusts can.alsp be used as a 
free-standing additional vol¬ 
untary contribution to top up a 
company pension. 

IT'S] So «duafy how do they 
i ffiwprkin pract ice? 

TaT ‘Your pension cahtribu- 
tions are used to buy 


“What’s the best way to 
travel on the Internet?” 

Therrt noite*;ged« tra OTabpiftL«flgEiglwayou^aMeB9y traess . 

to the Kernel, aid the tan* piv> tineas you strata to toe' EubfKtpu're rttresledta. 
II you «ant to HphraBw red vcddaieel'as the tjfcarwodd,lhJ Trawl rone d«sjiw 
malnth advice and m fe n fa fai on wtee to day. Check etyxxv . 

Tiy UoeOne and thetawnet IBB. CM0800: .Tf“t 210. 


shares in an investment trust, 
whose value may go down as 
well as up. The value of the 
pension is determined by the 
performance of the trust, mi¬ 
nus costs, over die investment 
period. Investors pick a mist 
or a selection of trusts offered 
by the manager, and switches 
can .be made between trusts. 
Minimum contributions can 
be as little as £100 per month 
or £ 1,000 lump sums. 

[7*\] What are the advan- 
Lxl tages rover traditional 
personal pensions? 

S Personal pensions' are 
the domain of die insur¬ 
ance industry, and are criti¬ 
cised for high set-up charges 
and onerous ongoing adminis¬ 
trative charges. In some 
schemes these can result in a 
serious reduction in future 
"returns. Investment trusts 
generally have lower and 
more transparent charges. 
There are no baffling "capital" 
or "accumulation" units or 
“nil allocation periods". 

Investment trust personal 
pensions also have a high 


degree of flexibility. There are 
no penalties for stopping, 
starting or varying contribu¬ 
tions or retirement date. 

[7^1. What are the disatfvao- 
I^<-1 Cages of investment trust 
personal pensions? 

Volatility and spread of 

investments. As the re¬ 
cent sharp falls in Asian 
markets confirm,' having all 
your pension eggs in one 
investment trust basket ran be 
an extremely risky strategy. > 
Insurance company person¬ 
al pensions tend to be invested 
in lower-risk, with-profits 
funds, which have a spread of 
foreign and domestic equities, 
bonds, property and cash. The 
aim of the with-profits fund is 
to smooth returns and lock in 
gains. They also usually have 
mechanisms to transfer your 
money into lower-risk invest-. 
raents to avoid a stock market 
crash wiping out your fund 
weeks or months before 
retirement. 


What sort of charges 
are involved? 


There is an initial set-up 
charge, typically around 
E 100 , an annual administra¬ 
tion fee of around £50, and an 
annual management charge 
of-up to 0.5 per cent of the 
value of die fond. Stamp duty 
of 05 per cent is also payable 
on share purchases and 
switches. 

There is also the question of 
fees to advisers. Investment 
trusts are usually aimed at fee- 
based brokers and so are not 
generally structured to pay out 
commission. 


Who offers investment 
trust pensions? 


H Edinburgh Fund Man¬ 
agers (0800 838993) 
Fleming Investment Trust 
Managers (0500 500324) 
Foreign & Colonial (0171-454 
1415) 

John Govett (0800 252338) 
Ivory & Sime (0131-220 4239) 

The Association of Investment 
Trust Companies produces a 
free factsheet on investment 
trust pensions. Telephone 
0I71-2S2 5555 for a copy. 
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Added burden for borrowers 


From the Chief Executive. 
Market HarbOrough 
Building Society 
Sir, I write with reference to 
your article (Prices may surge 
11% next year, November 22) 
regarding higher home loan 
payments occurring when 
nxed-rate mortgage deals run 
out in 1998. 

The issue that 1 think should 
be raised, and which has not 
been so far, is that millions of 
people cunently have their 
mortgage interest payments 
determined by the annual 
review system. In effect, some 
lenders alter their interest rate 


o^ly once per year, reflecting 
r f es ^ falls that have taken 

mJths ! lnnethepre ^ inBl2 

_ 5 5 tar ly* those mongage cus¬ 
tomers ihat are on the annual 
reV!ew system and where re- 
SSJ L \ d “e to take place in 
be impacted severely 
Jprabably by at least 1^5 per 
ceni). this equating to approxi¬ 
mately a £45 pg r month ^ 

S rcas6 on a typical £50.000 
toterest-only mortgage loan. 

do not believe that the 
prognosis for the housing 
rocket in 1998 is as rosy as 
so™* commentators in Lon¬ 


don seem to believe. In the 
East Midlands 1 fear that 
housing transactions will slow 
down, that house price infla¬ 
tion will be contained below 3 
per cent and that the impact of 
interest rate rises, the annual 
review system and the point 
you raised in your article will 
lead to increasing levels of 
arrears in the 2b to 5 per cent 
band. Naturally I hope that I 
am wrong. 

Yours faithfully. 

PHILIP R. DEARING. 
Welland House, 

The Square. 

Market Harborough. Leics. 


A question for the 
FS A on the link 
between commission 
and impartiality 

From Mr Alan Jenkins 
Sir, When the two thousand staff of the new 
investor protection watchdog, the Financial 
Services Authority, are safely ensconced in 
their Canary Wharf offices, perhaps one of 
them could spare the time to answer a 
question that has puzzled me, and possibly 
other Weekend Money readers, for some 
time. 

This is the question. Why is an indepen¬ 
dent financial adviser allowed to claim that 
he offers “utterly impartial advice" and will 
“select the best product most suited to his 
client's needs" ... and then do exactly the 
opposite by recommending the product that 
pays the most commission? It is difficult 10 
think of any other walk of life where sellers 
can legitimately disguise their goods and 
services to the detriment of their customers in 
this way. 

I look forward to reading the FS A's reply to 
my question in Weekend Money. 

Yours faithfully, 

ALAN JENKINS. 

6 Wisley Road, 

SWI1. 
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Small niggle 

From Mr G. R. Finney 
Sir, My wife has just been 
advised by Framlii^ton filar 
there will be a “small in¬ 
crease" (from 1 per cent to 1.25 
per cent) in the annual man¬ 
agement charge of her unit 
trust, owing to the increasing 
costs of regulatory compliance 
and administration. 

The new rate may compare 
favourably with that of other 
fund managers but to call a 
swingeing 25 per cent increase 
small must surety contravene 
the Trade Descriptions Act! 
Yours faithfully, • 

G. R. FINNEY, 
bSouthcote, 

Church Road. 

Horsell, 

Woking, 

Surrey. 


Unhappy over the inconvenience 
of National Savings gilt switch 


From Mr Eric Mason gross, v. 

Sir. The National Savings non-tax] 

Office in Blackpool has nod- itypayei 

fied me as a holder of gilts Englanc 

bought through the National which \ 

Savings Stock Register that reclaim! 

from mid-1998. subject to par- land Re 

liamentary approval, gilts will yet anoti 

be administered only by the in the m 

Bank of England. Yours b 

Details of the change are to ERIC N 
be published in the new year. 7 Long 1 
but this cost-cutting exercise Snape F 
looks ominous to me. Dealing Sudbou 
in gilts with the Bank of- -Suffolk. 
England at present means 
going through a stockbroker 
and paying much higher com- LETT 

missions than National Sav- end 1 

ings charges. welco 

Moreover, the National Timei 

Savings Office pays dividends give i 


gross, which is very useful to 
non-taxpayers and low-liabil¬ 
ity payers tike me. The Bank of 
England deducts income lax, 
which has to be laboriously 
reclaimed later from The In¬ 
land Revenue. Must we suffer 
yet another loss of convenience 
in the name of economy? 
Yours faithfully, 

ERIC MASON. 

7 Long Row, 

Snape Road. 

Sudboume, 


Customer still the poor relation 


From Mr Robert Breckman 
Sir, By having customer rela¬ 
tions departments, companies 
recognise their service to the 
public is sub-standard. 

I am increasingly frustrated 
at returning shoddy goods, 
and receiving poor service. 
The only response from a 


company is a glib “sorry" and 
"no one else has complained". 

Is it not time that deficient 
companies be compelled to 
compensate me for my wasted 
time, costs and aggravation? 
Yours faithfully. 

ROBERT BRECKMAN, 

49 South Motion Street. WI. 


LETTERS to the Week¬ 
end Money section are 
welcomed, but The 
Times regrets it cannot 
give individual repties or 
advice. No legal respon¬ 
sibility ran be accepted 
for the advice or state¬ 
ments given in these 
columns and indepen¬ 
dent professional advice 
should always be sought 
on investment matters. 

Letters to Weekend 
Money can be sent fay fax 
on 0171-782 5082. 




Foreign & Colonial invented 
ibe invKsunent trust hi 1868 
“to give the investor of moderate 
means the same advantages as 
the large caphahsT. 


Pensions, 


don’t look back in anger. 

Your pension will need consistently strong 
performance to build it For over 120 years we 
have been working to deliver just that So if 
you have designs on the future, look to our 
past; request the brochure on our low cost 
Pension Savings Plan and find out more. 
Phone 01734 82S 803 or Fax 01734 344 622 

any time quoting the coupon code, or 
return the coupon. 


Foreign Colonial 


To: Foreign & Colonial Management Ud, PO Box 2, 
Twyford, Berkshire RG10 9NW. 


Address 


Postcode 


County 

Code 


N61297T 


Tho value of share* and the income from them can fall as well as rise and you may not get back the full 
amount irtveswflL Past performance is not a guide to future. Tax benefits may vary as a result of stttunry 
change* and Their value will depend on Individual droimstancas. Foreign & Colonial Management Limited 
(regutoed by IMRO and The Personal Investment Authority) or h» subsidiaries are the managers of the 
investment truss. 
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New saving^ scheme I Hold on to those 
could hit Pep loans Tessas and Peps 


birth of the individual 
? av ings account (Isa) has 
j unplications for the thou- 
'Aitf °^^ arr0we rs now repaying 
^^r mortgages with personal 

.plan (Pep) schemes. The 
impact will be greatest on 

homebu > ,ers “ 

A single person contemplating 
“2* purchase of a EI50.000 flat 
SJf 1 a Mortgage close to the 
value of the property may prefer 
opt for a repayment loan, as an 
might not yield a big enough 
retu m to ensure that the loan 
would be fully repaid. 

Although individuals are end- 
S™ invest E9.000 a year into 
Pfcps, there will be a £5.000 
journal limit and a £50,000 
“fetime limit on contributions. 

The Treasury has already con¬ 
ceded that 'sas will no longer be 
suitable for repaying the 
£300,000 plus short-term loans of 
those buying mansions because 


Anne Ashworth on how Isa might 
affect certain types of home borrowing 


only if the investments were man¬ 
aged expertly world an Isa be 
guaranteed to yield enough money 
to repay such a debt over a ten-year 
period. Attempting to justify die 
switch from die ftp to the Isa, 
ministers are said to be concerned 
about the numbers of high-risk Pep 
mortgages being sold. 

B ut one mortgage broker 
doubted whether scores of 
borrowers were being per¬ 
suaded to take out unsuitable Peps. 
He commented: “The commissions 
on Peps are fairly low so. frankly, 
there is little incentive to recom¬ 
mend them." 

Although most Pep mortgage 
borrowers need have no concern 
that their loans will not be repaid. 


they vill be seeking reassurances 
that thqr will be able to transfer 
their Pep holdings into an Isa at no 
cost and without unnecessary 
bureaucracy. 

The Treasury envisages that ftp 
savings schemes will simply be 
renamed Isa savings schemes in 
April. As the average amount saved 
in a ftp mortgage repayment 
scheme is £20,000 few will be hit by 
the E50,00U limit 

However, the Isa consultation 
acknowledges that the transition 
will pose problems: The Govern¬ 
ment recognises that switching Pep 
investments into the Isa will not be 
straightforward and will inevitably 
take time." 

The Halifax, which is the largest 
provider of Pep mortgages, is 


sanguine about the Governments 
proposals. The bank, which has 
been offering thi- type of loan for 
three years, has -J.000 customers 

with Pep mortgages, mostly in joint 
names. The average loan is 
E60.000. No borrower will have 
accumulated £50,000 in a Halifax 
Pep by April 1999, the date on 
which the Isa will supplant the Pep. 

The Halifax said that the Isa 
would provide an ideal replace¬ 
ment for the Pep. as the annual 
limit of £5.000 is several times 
larger than necessary to meet the 
average mortgage. The. bank has 
calculated that anyone investing 
the limit in an Isa would be able at 
least to repay a £125.000 mortgage. 
A couple with a joint mortgage each 
contributing the maximum amount 
could accumulate £250,000. 

Keith Abercrombie of die Halifax 
said that the bank would be 
working with the Treasury to 
ensure that the process of transfer 
was as streamlined as possible. 


F inancial advisers and tax 
accountants will be among 
die beneficiaries of the new 
individual savings account 
schemes as the estimated 450.000 
people who have more than 
£50.000 in equity-based invest¬ 
ments seek advice on other tax- 
efficient homes for their money. 

Most fFAs are advising clients 
to hold their Pep and Tessa 
funds, even those who have more 
than the £50,000 Isa limit. They 

are also recommending investors 
continue to put money into Pep 
plans to make the most of the tax- 
free income and growth until 
Isas are introduced in April 1999. 
Here Weekend Money looks at 
the options available. 


Homeowners can spread the risk 

T his week's announcement of 
what the Isa will look like in 
two years' time has left 


T his week's announcement of 
what the Isa will look like in 
two years' time has left 
many homeowners using Peps to 
pay off large interest-only mort¬ 
gages worried about the future. 
Although Isas will be suitable 
vehicles for mortgage repayment, 
the planned £50,000 ceiling on 
contributions means a couple will 
struggle to generate more than 
£240,000 and certainly no more 
than £300.000 over 25 years. 

One solution is to set up another 
repayment vehide to run along¬ 
side the Pep when it transfers into 
an Isa. However, anxious home- 
owners need not go as far as 
Jonathan Bowes, a financial advis¬ 
er working in London. He set up a 
Pep. a pension and two endow¬ 
ments to repay the large mortgage 
he and his wife, Fiona, took out to 
buy their home in Greenwich five 
years ago. 

Despite his profession Mr 
Bowes, 31. does not claim any 
foresight he simply did not want 
to put all his eggs in one basket 
Fortunately, he has saved them 
both the extra worry which neither 
of them needs right now as they 
look forward to having their first 
child in February. Boy? Girl? The 
Bowes have no preference; so long 
as it is not twins. Complicated 
financial arrangements are one 
thing, it seems, but home life must 
be as simple as possible. 

Mr Bowes pays £100 a month 
into the Pep which now holds 



Fiona and Jonathan Bo Wes’s home is being paid for with a Pep, a pension and two endowments 


£10.000. a long way from the Isa 
limit. He stuck with M&G’s Pep 
for four years before switching to 
Fidelity Oils year. 

Mr Bowes explains the arrange¬ 
ment “Because I am a financial 
adviser I decided to spread the 
risk. I did not want all die money 
going into unit-linked investments 
because it had to pay off a specific 


loan. I didn't want to be in the 
situation where three or four years 
from repayment a stock market 
crash wiped out the savings. A 
with-profit endowment smooths 
out the returns and is a good 
balance with a Pep. I also have a 
Maximum Investment Plan, 
which will give me a tax-free sum 
when it matures. Setting up a 


pension mortgage is unnecessary 
but it was my personal view. You 
pay back tbe mortgage sooner but 
have less in your retirement." 

Although Mr Bowes is safe he is 
disappointed on behalf of savers 
who have put more than £50.000 
into Peps and Tessas. 

Gavin Lumsden 


1VI I have never invested in a 
Pep. Is this the right time do so? 

rx~] IFAs are reticent about rec- 
l/Vl ommending a product that 
is about to be scrapped, but most 
agree that there are almost 15 
months of tax-free growth avail¬ 
able to investors who buy a Pep 
now.' Most ftp providers are 
likely to provide Isas as well and 
should allow you to switch your 
Pep investment into an Isa. 

[7T| I have been investing is 
l^cl Peps bat am nowhere near 
the £50,000 limit Is it a good 
idea to rontinm* contributin g ? 

For those people who con¬ 
tribute on a monthly basis, 
there is no reason to stop, 
according to Mike Owen of Plan 
Invest “Peps are a relatively low- 
cost investment product and the 
advantage of continuing is that 
your fund can grow tax-free 
between nowand April 1999." He 
also recommends that people 
who have not used up this year's 
Pep allowance should do so 
before next April. All financial 
advisers recommended people 
continue id hold their Peps. 

S I have more than £50.000 
in Peps and I am worried 
about what will happen to my 
investments under foe new re¬ 
gime. What can I do in advance? 

There may be up to 750.000 
people in tills position, some 
of whom could have a fund of 
more than £150,000 buQt up in 
the ten years since Peps were. 
introduced. Both Mr Owen and 
Tim CockerilL a director of the 
Bristol-based l FA Whitechurch 
Securities, believe people whose 
investments are higher than the 
Isa-limit should continue to hold 
onto their funds. 


Marianne Coiphey 
looks at the options 
for those with more 
than £50,000 in 
tax-free investments 


fTSl We are a married couple 
M with £100.000 in Peps be¬ 
tween as. Are we allowed to put 
£50.0000 each into an Isa? 

fTl Yes. Mr Cockerill recom- 
l£2j mends that if the husband 
holds £100,000 worth of Peps and 
the wife few investments, the 
husband should sell half of the 
holding, transfer the proceeds 
into his wife’s name (such trans¬ 
fers do not attract tax) and then 
use up her Isa allowance. 


What are tbe capital gains 
tax implications of la? 


[XI UK investors who do not 
1-fA.I put their money in a lax- 
efficient investment have to pay 
income tax at their highest rate on 
dividends from bonds and 
shares, and capital gains tax 
(CGT) on any appreciation in the 
underlying value of the fund 
when they sell it. There is an 
annual CGT exemption of £6,500. 

The appeal of Peps is that you 
pay no income tax dr CGT on the 
investments within the ftp. All 
investments within Pfeps will be 
rebased to their value at October 
6. 1999. for CGT purposes. Ac¬ 
cording to Mr Cockerill. this 
means that when investors come 
to sell their stocks, they may not 
have to pay CGT on the gains. 


How win that work in 

practice? 


IX] If you have not transferred 
l/^l your ftp into an Isa by 
October 5,1999, then any growth 
in the fond after then will be 
liable for CGT. minus your 
annual exemption. The answer, 
he says, is to make use of "good 
old-fashioned tax planning”. This 
includes "bed and breakfasting” 
when you sell your holdings at 
the end of the tax year to make 
use of the CGT allowances, and 
then buy them back the next day. 


So what are foe alterna¬ 
tives to foe Isa scheme? 

Paul Freeman, tax specialist 
with Coopers & Lybrand. 


the firm of accountants, said 
investors who held large sums in 
ftps bur who did not need income 
from their investments could 
switch to a UK-based unit trust 
that did not pay any income, 
thereby avoiding income tax on 
dividends. If thqr held the trust 
indefinitely, they would not have 
to pay CGT either. 

Ian Milward, of Chase de Vere. 
says that tax avoidance should 
not be your first priority and that 
investment trusts and unit trusts 
are sensible vehicles for long¬ 
term savers. He added: “Pick low- 
yielding but high growth stocks 
which mean that you pay very 
little tax on the dividends." 

r7=\i Axe there any other options 
IVI for people with substantial 
Pep holdings? 

® For the very wealthy, there 
is the option to take your 
money offshore. Schemes known 
as roll-up funds and investment 
bonds allow people to defer 
paying tax until a later date, for 
example, when they have retired 
and are paying a lower rate of rax, 
or in a year when their earnings 
are lower than usual. 

All gains within offshore in¬ 
vestment bonds roll up free of tax 
and investments can be bought 
and sold within the bond without 
incurring a CGT liability. Under 
current law, UK investors can 
also withdraw up to 5 per cent of 
their original investment without 
paying tax. 

However, the drawback is that 
there may be a very different tax 
regime in place in the years to 
come. Another potential problem 
is that charges on these bonds can 
be heavy. Also, these schemes are 
known to tax accountants as tax 
avoidance and although they are 
legal, the Government is thought 
to be keen on scrapping them. 


What about changing my 
domicile for tax purposes? 


Another option is to retire to 
a tax haven and become 
domiciled for tax purposes on an 
island such as Jersey, the Cay¬ 
man Islands, the Virgin Islands 
or Bermuda, where income tax 
and CGT are lower than in the 
UK. This is a radical step, since to 
qualify as being domiciled over¬ 
seas you need to have spent at 
least a year outside the UK. 

If you are an ordinary investor 
and open a savings account in 
Jersey and are resident in the UK, 
the law requires you to declare 
the mono' you earn overseas on 
your tax form and pay tax on it. 


Will their money 

J 

grow as fast as 
they do? 




A Personal Loan 
of £3,000 for just 
£84.58 a month 


APR 


■ Not unless it is invested wisely. __ 

■ For example, £400 invested in ——- 

Fleming Claverhouse Investment Trust 

at birth for a child now aged 18, 
would have grown to £12,121.* 

■ Invested with a bank or building 

society, however, that same £400 _ 

would have grown to only £1,291.* 

■ To help make sure that you make the right decisions, 
Flemings has published a Guide to Saving for 
Children. 

■ For a FREE COPY of the GUIDE, plus details of our 
Share Plan, please return the coupon below. Or call us 

now on: 0500 500 161 

• Snwir Mi/irpat, ntt tntmsr iRKwiit HOUisinted kw IS van to lu Satmbo 1997. 


To Fleming Investment Trusts, Freepost 22 (SWI565), 
| London \Y1E 7EZ. Freephone: 0500 500 161. 

_ Please send me details of vour Share Plan. 


P.ep.ivcifcn: over 

48 months 


Repayment over 

24 months 



16 . 9 % i 

£ 84.58 

Total repayment £4,05934 j 

£ 146.48 

Total repayment £3,515.52 

15 . 9 % 

£ 138.76 . 

Total repayment £6.660.48 

£ 242.06 

Tatal repayment £5,809.44 1 

14 . 9 % 

£ 273.10 

Total repayment £33,108230 

£ 479.98 

Tbtsd repayment £11,519.52 j 


Initials:. 


Surname:. 
Address: _ 


Postcode:. 


Flemings 


The Irwestmenl Trust Experts 


With a new Personal Loan from Marks & Spencer 
Financial Services, you can have the money' you need 
for an affordable monthly repayment. And because our 
rates are fixed for the period of your loan, your 
repayments arc guaranteed to remain the «amf 

You may apply to borrow any amount from £500 
up to £10.000 as an unsecured Personal Loan and 
choose to repay your borrowing over 12 to 84 months. 

There are absolutely no administration charges or 
arrangement fees and Marks &• Spencer Account Card 
customers are eligible for a further 1% APR discount 
on our advertised interest rates. 


And, of course, you can spend the money you borrow 
anywhere you wish - you don't have to spend it at a 
Marks & Spencer store. It couldnY be simpler to apply 
just call us today on 0800 363 464. 



Monday to Friday 8am. to 830jon. 
and Saturday Sun. co SjOpm. 

Marks & spencer 


In -• laubluip 

^2^^; ooK iwnpmrf 


w '*—— T———~ — lfcM - — T— *— ftirtn W'qiimii r»m»td < rr—f-m 1 _ Puv n- , _ 

rbto and W ftwa Sms bntai. Rtgnred Ote MUM Horn*. fafa* Scnw. London Wu mw 
m Engbnd N* 1772585. A ftfettvy of Hwfa ** Sp*,*. ^ 
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I ” was entirely 

appropriate that the Gov- 

A PnKf r ? men L Geoffrey 

<*nmL 10 

moc^aww ^dwdual sav- 

ptgS account this WKk The 

sssrsyrsxi 

•n^ttnents, \shidi will no 
lg ql® la* relief from 

However the helpful Mr 
Robinson has already shown 
Wiy ~ the money 
rfeshore. The Labour MP and 
businessman was acutely em¬ 
barrassed earlier in the week 
by revelations ^ he ho j ds £l2 

million in offishdre trusts de- 
spite expUdt warnings from 
f^ Oordon Brown, the Chancel- 
V tor that he wfll not tolerate 
millionaires avoiding tax in 
offshore havens. 

But in spite of the Chancel¬ 
lor s moral rhetoric there is a 
range of offshore options 
available to ordinary savers. 
Here we explain foem. 


havens 


AN OFFSHORE haven is a 
place where taxation has been 
set ar deliberately low or non¬ 
existent levels to attract savings 
from countries with less gener¬ 
ous fiscal regixnes..Many of the 
world’s tax havens are small 
islands with few natural re¬ 
sources that have turned to 
financial services to generate a 
modem economy. 

However, one of the largest 
centres is the landlocked dry 
-■ state of Luxembourg. The Isle 
'of Man, the Channel Islands 


Taking the offshore option 


Gavin Lnmsden looks at the most 
effective way to prevent the taxman 
from getting at your investments 




and Dublin are the most 
commonly used offshore cen¬ 
tres by UK residents for tax 
planning purposes. Money in a 
bank, fund or trust registered 
in one of these centres can grow 
free of tax Of course, it is taxed 
when brought back to die UK. 
bur at that point die investor 
may be on a lower tax rate. 


WHY WAIT? 


WHAT am I waiting for? 
Putting your money offshore is 
not for everyone. Basic-rate 
taxpayers may find the extra 
paperwork outweighs die bene¬ 
fits. Those people most likely to 
reap a reward are non-taxpay¬ 
ers and. of course, those paying 
the higher rate of 40 per cent. It 
is no coincidence that offshore 
investing has a millionaire- 
friendly image. Minimum lev¬ 
els of investment in offshore 
hinds, for instance, can be as 
high as £15.000. Expenses and 
management charges are high¬ 
er too. 


NON-TAXPAYERS 


WHAT is in it for the non¬ 
taxpayers? Some investment 
products, such as bonds is- 


Life companies have 
been left in the dark 

T he UK's biggest life tended to be placed with a 
and pensions provid- provider and contributions 
ere have admitted added over manv years. We 


T he UK's biggest life 
and pensions provid¬ 
ers have admitted 
that they are still unclear 
how the life insurance ele¬ 
ment of individual savings 
accounts (Isas) will work. 

Under the proposals out¬ 
lined this week the Govern¬ 
ment said that it is keen to 
indude a life insurance 
component In the Isa to 
help people to combine an 
element of protection with 
their savings. 

This type of policy would 
pay our a lump sum if you 
died, but it also acts as a 
long-term savings plan. 
However. Standard Life, 
the biggest name in UK life 
and pensions, said it is still 
mystified by the Isa’s pro¬ 
posed structure. Of die 
£5.000 annual contribution 
limit £1.000 can be placed 
inro a life insurance policy 
issued by insurance com¬ 
panies or friendly societies. 
Some commentators have 
suggested that this has been 
offered as a sop to keep the 
life insurance industry 
happy. 

Andrew Blade market¬ 
ing manager at Standard 
Life, says details are still 
undear. “Under the terms 
of the Isa, you are allowed 
to place your investment 
with a new manager every 
year, in the way you cur¬ 
rently can with a personal 
equity plan. However, life 
insurance policies arc in¬ 


tended to be placed with a 
provider and contributions 
added over many years. We 
are not sure how this 
squares with the idea of 
regularly switching 
managers." 

Standard Life is not one 
of the insurance companies 
which charges high up¬ 
front commission and on¬ 
going fees for its products. 
Nevertheless, the other ele¬ 
ment the Government 
needs to address in draw¬ 
ing up firm plans for the Isa 
is the high start-up charges 
and ongoing commission 
levied by some insurance 
companies on their life 
products. 

Unless the Government 
imposes a standard tariff of 
charges, which is unlikely, 
investors will have to look 
carefully at the costs of 
having the life insurance 
element of their Isa man¬ 
aged by the different com¬ 
panies. and then try to 
choose one with moderate 
fees and a good trade 
record. 

Legal & General has an¬ 
nounced that investors will 
be able to transfer existing 
L&G Peps into their Isas or 
those of rivals without 
charge. Other insurance 
companies are likely to be 
less generous if you trans¬ 
fer your Pep to a rival, and 
may levy exit fees. 

Marianne Curphey 


sued by insurance companies, 
pay 23 per cent tax on their 
underlying investments in the 
UK. As non-taxpayers cannot 
reclaim this they are better off 
buying the bond offshore, 
where it is exempt from 
taxation. 


BONDS 


INSURANCE bonds are the 
backbone of the offshore in¬ 
dustry. They are simply wrap¬ 
pers around investments in 
much die same way as a Pep 
is, or an Isa will be. Assets 
held within a bond can grow 
almost entirely tax-free (there 
are a few exceptions where tax 
on dividends cannot be 
reclaimed). 

In addition, investors can 
withdraw 5 per cent of their 
money each year, free of tax. 
Investors can save up this 
allowance and withdraw is 
per cent after three years, for 
example. However, the Inland 
Revenue is keen to reform this 
aspect. 

Insurance bonds are not to 
be confused with the complete¬ 
ly different land of bonds 
issued by companies looking 
to increase their borrowings 
without going to the bank. 
Those bonds pay a fixed level 
of interest and are traded on 
die stock market At the mo¬ 
ment insurance bonds only 
take lump sum investments, 
although there are plans by 
sane insurers to accept regu¬ 
lar premiums, which should 
broaden their appeal. 

There are two types of 
bonds. The simplest is a life 
bond, which holds the funds 
run by the life insurance 
company. However, you can 
also use a bond as an adminis¬ 
trative vehicle to hold a much 




Team Treasury: from left Geoffrey Robinson with Helen Liddell. Gordon Brown, Dawn Primarolo and Alistair Darling 


wider range of onshore and 
offshore funds from different 
management companies. For 
instance, it will be possible for 
investors to pur unit trusts 
from con parties such as Ffcr- 
petuaL Fidelity and Jupiter, 
which are currently in Peps, 
into offshore bonds when Peps 
are scrapped. 

Insurers charge between 13 
per cent and 2 per cent of the 
funds under management for 
the bond wrapper, so do your 
sums first Shop around 
because some insurers will 
often offer discounts to indi¬ 
vidual fund managers. You 
can put shares into a bond but 
if you do the Inland Revenue 
will consider it to be "highly 
personalised" and will force 
you to pay tax on everything 


the bond holds. This also rules 
out investment trusts. 

The best thing about off¬ 
shore bonds, though, is that 
you can avoid having to make 
a declaration on your self- 
assessment form. Ordinarily 
income received from -unit 
trusts and shares and interest 
from bank and building soci¬ 
ety accounts has to be declared 
to the taxman. In a bold there 
is nothing to declare until you 
withdraw the money. 


OTHER FUNDS 


WHAT other funds are there? 
By going offshore, investors 
can choose the European 
equivalents to the unit trust, 
adled Urits or Sirav. Many of 
these are run by familiar 


onshore fund managers and 
are listed daily in the financial 
pages. There are two types, 
roll-up (or non-distributor) 
and distributor funds. Roll-up 
funds do not pay dividends, 
therefore are not suitable if 
you need an income, How¬ 
ever. all the capital and in¬ 
come produced by your 
investment grows entirely tax- 
free until you withdraw it 
when it is liable to income tax. 

Distributor fends pay a 
gross dividend on which UK 
residents have to pay income 
tax. However, higher-rate 
earners may still find the tax- 
free income useful because 
they can choose when to pay 
the tax. Alternatively, you ran 
put the funds in a bond and, 
provided the income is less 


than >5 per cent take the 
dividend tax-free. As with 
buying a unit trust it is 
important to look at the per¬ 
formance record and charges 
of the fend manager. 


TRUSTS 


THESE are a way for individ¬ 
uals to transfer the legal 
ownership and tax liability of 
an asset while dictating who 
receives the benefit from it. 
They are often used in inheri¬ 
tance tax planning, although 
rhere are specialist accumula¬ 
tion and growth trusts for 
children's education. For in¬ 
stance. parents can' shelter - 
money in a probate trust so 


money will become part of 
their estate and will be taxed. 

To avoid this another option 
is to set up a gift trust, which is 
effectively a living will. If the 
gift trusris set up seven years 
before the parent dies there is 
no tax to. pay. Offshore insur¬ 
ance companies will offer tem¬ 
plate trusts for you to buy off 
' the shelf although you should 
check, with a solicitor first 

Trustee ’services start at 
around £150 a year. If you are 
expecting to draw on the trust 
.■before your death you may 
need a more complicated and 
expensive arrangement These 
can cost thousands of pounds 
to establish and maintain, and 
the advice of a professional 
adviser, such as an accountant, 
is essential. A - neat twist to 
■trusts is the dead settlor rule. 
This enables beneficiaries of a 
trust to receive any income 
from the trust tax-free after the 
death of the person who estab- 
- fished the trust. Again., toe 
raman has this on his hitlist. 


dangers 


THERE are two dangers to 
the offshore investor: scandal 
and the taxman. Fortunately, 
despite some shady custom- 

■ ers, offshore centres put a high 

premium on investor protec¬ 
tion. Nevertheless, you might 
be best sticking with well- 
known companies with offices 
on rh£ mainland. The Isle of 
Man, for instance, has an 
investor protection scheme 
which will reimburse 90 per 
cent of your money if a bank or 
insurance company goes bust. 

The UK, by* contrast, sets a 
£48.000 limir en its insurance 
scheme. Guernsey, where Mr 

■ Robinson ha^ his millions, is 
less secure. Jt offers no protec¬ 
tion for holders of trusts, 
bonds or bank deposits, but it 
will, offer up to £60,000 com¬ 
pensation to investors in 
funds. 

The taxman is a different 
matter. Five per cent with¬ 
drawal and dead settlor prob¬ 
ably have a limited lifespan. 
Fkwever. there, is little the 
Chancellor can do to limit the 
tax efficiency of offshore bonds 


that it goes to their children • because they comply wife 
when they die. However, the. European law. * 


T essa will be a very popular 
giri this Christmas. Although 
about 4.5 million people are 
currently saving in tax-exempt spe¬ 
cial savings accounts (Tessas), many 
more will now resolve to use their 
allowance. 

While Tessas will no longer be on 
sale from April 1999. Tessa holders 
will be able to continue to pay into 
their accounts until they mature 
and then move the capital (a 
maximum of £9.000} into an indi¬ 
vidual savings account (Isa). The 
interest accumulated in the account 
cannot be transferred. When a 


Tessa still has her admirers 


transfer is made it counts towards 
the £50.000 lifetime limit on Tsa 
contributions. 

The Tessa rules are simple. You 
ran save up to £9.000 over a five-year 
period, contributing a maximum of 
£3.000 in the first year. £1,800 in the 
second, £1.800 in the third, £1.800 in 
the fourth and £600 in the final year. 
A grand total of £26 billion is now 
deposited in these accounts. But the 
Government believes that Tessa is 


not appealing to the . low-paid 
because anyone touching their capi¬ 
tal during die five-year period loses 
the right to tax-free interest. 

Labour ministers believe Tessa is 
the darling of the middle classes, 
who ran afford to take a longterm 
view. They believe that those on tow 
incomes will only learn to be thrifty 
if they can have instant access to 
their rash. 

Isa’s Ians will be able to save just 


£LQ00 a year in cash, weU below die 
Tessa annual limits. David "Oliver, 
partner at Arthur Andersep. the 
accountants, believes that this rule 
indicates a desire to see people 
saving long term in storks amd 
shares. He said: “The dear message 


to pay. the tax on the interest 
because Tessas rates are higher 
than average, particularly on low 
balances.. Elspeth May. partner at 
KPMG, the accountants, says ev¬ 
eryone should have a Tessa because 
the rates are usually good. “If you 
have to dose the' account and pay 
the tax, then you are still better off.” 

If .you have. less than £100 to 
invest id a Tessa, you can earn 7 per 


is that cash is not die right vehide. cent at the Halifax, 635 per cent at 


for longterm savings ” 

Despite the penalties, many 
people already useTessas as instant" 
access accounts. They are prepared 


Abbey National add 730 per cent at 
Midland (best buys, see page 60). 

Anne Ashworth 


Cashing in your Endowment Policy? 
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'ashing in your 


owment policy! 


vpical return from 
insurance company 

£ 11,760 

Vpica) Surrenda-Link offer 

£ 15,000 



1 24 hr. decision on the 
value of jni policy. 

1 Wr often pry over 
JOS more tor a policy- 
1 Free valuation. 


•Simple procedure «> 
encash veur policy: 
•Free phone calL 
•No risk, no obligation. 
• Fast cash payment. 


SURRENDA-LINK LTD 

l0-11 Grosvenor Court, Foregate Street 
Chester CHI IHG 


phonk 0800 919021 

I-Rbl- 1 


T are open 24 hours a day. 7 days a weds. 


To: Valuation* Dtp*. Snnenda-Link Lai, FREEPOST CS1270 
10 -U Gros***^ Court, St-* Chester CHl . 

can answer 'yes’»these rhree quesrkro, then contact us todaff || 
for your FREE valuation- 

1. Is your* a whh-pioftB poIkC 

2. Has the police been in force for ji least 5 years? 

3. Does ir have a surrender value of at lea* 

Name_— • ■■■ -- 

Address- 


TICK ■ 

□ I 

□ I 

□ I 

T612-4 I 

- I 

- I 


.Post Code. 


i HP ™- 

-- 


——JSj 



Whether you're considering investing in residential 
property for the first time, or you’re a seasoned 
private landlord, we have a challenge For you. Try 
finding a more attractive combination of low 
interest rate and flexible lending criteria for a 
second property. 

But feel free to save yourself a lot of time and money, 
just call us first. 


paragon 

A mortgages 
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YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU i£ NOT KEEP UP REMYMEI^ ON A 
MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. 
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Short term market volatility has not 
-changed our view about the merits of 
the smaller company investment 
•theme. Consequently, we are launching 
two funds designed to exploit 
the value now offered by smaller 
companies. 

Guinness Flight Global Smaller 
Companies Fund offers a diversified 
approach to smaller company 
investment and can take advantage 
of opportunities wherever they may 
occur. Guinness Flight European 
Smaller Companies Fund offers a 
route into the ‘new era’ of smaller 
company investment in continental 
Europe. 


Three reasons why small Is smart 

a Short term volatility provides long term investment 
'opportunities. We believe that the current period of-equfty 
market volatility is creating many attractive investment 
opportunities, particularly in the smaller company , sector 
where real value can now be found. 

9 Since 1995; smaller companies have under- 
/perfbrmed their larger counterparts. The environment 
for smaller companies remains .-dynamic in the US and 
Europe. In toe US, investors are already focusing on the 
‘valuation gap' between larger and smaller companies. 

9 In Europe, change is creating opportunity. With large 
'sections of European industry becoming accessible to 
Investors for the first lime, through new'share-issues, the 
range of smaller company investment opportunities has 
never been greater. 
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Caroline Merrell on the individual savings account, and Peps and Tessas 


What does Isa mean to me? 


Access IS 


teacher 

T he idea of an indi'id- 
ual savings account 
(Isa) appeals to Jake 
Newton, a 27-s ea r-o Id biolo¬ 
gy - teacher at a secondary 
school in Wakefield. West 
Yorkshire. 

He has some savings in a 
Sainsbury's Bank account 
which is ajrrently paving 0.5 
per cent on balances of £1 or 
more, but does not have any 
personal equity plans or 
Tessas. He automatically 
contributes to a pension 
scheme. 

Mr Newton has his own 
flat, on w hich he paid a 5 per 
cent deposit, and with a 
salary of £20300 his main 
expenses are his mongage 
and the running of his car. 



Jake Newton is not too concerned about the lifetime limit 


W eekend Money 
has been inundat¬ 
ed by calls from 
readers puzzled 
and annoyed by the Govern¬ 
ment’s plans for the individual 
savings account, which vvere 
unveiled this week. 

Under the scheme, tax ex¬ 
empt special savings accounts 
iTessas) and personal equity 
plans (Peps) will cease to be 
sold from April IW. Instead, 
the Government has decided 
io offer savers the Isa, a tax- 
free savings account, which 
has different limits from Peps 
and Tessas. Here. The Times 
rries to answer some questions 
about the Isa. However, read¬ 
ers should note that Isa pro¬ 
posals are by no means final. 
The Government is planning 
to consult on details' of the 
scheme. In particular, transi¬ 
tional arrangements for inves¬ 
tors with existing Tessas and 
Peps will have to be hammered 
■mi. 


What is an individual 
savings account? 


Under the terms of the 
Isa, which will be avail¬ 
able from April. 1999. individ¬ 
uals will be able save a total of 
£5,000 a year, up to a maxi¬ 
mum contribution limit of 
£50.000 in the new account. 
.Any income earned on the Isa, 
and any capital gains will be 
Free of tax — just as with ftps. 
Unlike Tessas, in which sav¬ 
ings axe locked in for five 
years, investors will be able to 
access their Isa savings at any 
time. At first sight, the tax-free 
limits are far less generous 
than those for Peps and 
Tessas. At the moment, indi¬ 
viduals can save up to £9,000 
year in ftps, plus a total of 
£9,000 over a five-year period 
in a Tessa. There is no overall 
cap on contributions. 

jQl Why has the Govern- 
12&J ment decided to intro¬ 
duce tiie Isa? 


He said: "I am not too 
concerned about the £50,000 
lifetime contribution limit 
for the Isa because to me 
right now £50.000 seems a 
lot of money. 

"I do like the idea that you 
can hold cash in the account 


The Government said 
that it wanted to encour¬ 
age the savings habit among 
that half of the adult populat¬ 
ion with no savings at alL It 
felt that Peps had become a tax 
shelter for the rich. However, 
on closer examination, the 
Government's own figures 
show that it is merely hoping 
to share the current amount of 
tax relief given on Tessas and 
Peps among more people. So. 
some of those with Peps and 
Tessas will lose tax relief on in¬ 
vestments they already have. 


What can the E5.000 a 
year be invested in? 


The £5.000 annual 
amount can be held in 
cash, stocks and shares, in¬ 
cluding investment trusts and 
unit trusts, and life insurance 
products, such as endowment 
savings contracts. These latter 
policies have been brought 
into disrepute in recent years 
because of high charges used 
to pay their sellers. Such 
charges severely hamper the 
products' performance. 

There is a £1,000 limit on the 
amount that can be held in 
cash, and a £1,000 limit on 
annual contributions into life 
insurance products. Strangely 
for an account meant to 
encourage poorer people.to 
save, the entire E5.000 can be 
put into stocks and shares and 
unit trusts and investment 
trusts — a higher-risk alterna¬ 
tive to cash. Unlike Peps, Isas 
will be able to invest in shares 
of companies quoted on any 
recognised stock exchange in 
the world. This will, for exam¬ 
ple, include shares on Nasdaq, 
the US market dominated by 
high-risk, high-tech com¬ 
panies. Again, this is not likely 
to appeal to poorer savers, 
who will be averse to risk. The 
Government is offering a 10 
per cent credit on UK divi¬ 
dends, which should encour¬ 
age investment in UK com¬ 
panies — the original purpose 


and can withdraw it without 
having to give notice. That 
means that if something goes 
wrong with the car I can get 
my hands on the money 
quickly." 

Marianne Curphey 


of Peps. However, according 
to HiU Samuel, the bank, this 
rax credit will be worth only 
about £20 a year on an aver¬ 
age investment in a unit trust. 


Who w3I be able to 
offer the accounts? 


H lsas will be offered by 
banks, building societ¬ 
ies. life insurance companies, 
and investment management 
companies — organisations 
that at present offer ftps and 
Tessas. The Government also 
wants organisations having 
grearer contact with rhe low- 
paid to offer Isas; these would 
include supermarkets and 
credit unions. Sainsbury and 
Tesco already offer tanking 
services. Savers will be able to 
Take out one Isa a year. As 
with Peps, they will be able to 
change Isa providers each 
year. The Treasury claims that 
savers will be able to transfer 
Isas to another provider, if the 
performance of the product is 
poor. However, under the 
present proposals, the whole 
Isa has to be transferred. It is 
not possible to transfer only 
the poorly performing portion. 

How will existing 
. Peps and Tessas be 
treated under the Isa? 

Around £58 billion is 
held in Peps and £26 bil¬ 
lion in Tessas. About 23 mil¬ 
lion people have Peps and 43 
million have Tessas. Invest¬ 
ments held in Peps and Tessas 
will be able to be rolled over 
into Isas, subject to a maxi¬ 
mum fund limit of £50,000. If 
you like, the total rolled-over 
fund, nor the amount that has 
been contributed, counts as a 
new contribution. It will, 
therefore, be deducted from 
the total contribution limit of 
£50,000. The Government ex¬ 
pects savers to keep their 
existing products, and that 
they wifi simply be held within 
an Isa wrapper. The Treasury 


T he launch of a new savings scheme is 
not usually the stuff or front page 
headlines. But the publication of a 
consultation document detailing the new 
individual savings account (Isa), Labour's 
tax-free answer to the problem of low saving 
among the populace, raised a rumpus. The 
Pep and die Tessa, the two Torydevised 
schemes that will be replaced by the Isa, 
have never achieved such celebrity (Anne 
Ashworth writes). 

The proposals were called an attack on the 

S rudent and thrifty of Middle Britain. At 
rst. it appeared that 750,000 people would 
be adversely affected, being prevented from 
transferring Pep holdings of more than 
£50.000 into an Isa. A swift correction 
followed. It was claimed that the measure 
would hit only 350,000 to 500,000 people. 
However, this figure cannot be substantiat¬ 
ed, as it is now dear that there are no 
entirely reliable statistics on how much is 
held in Peps and Tessas, or on the numbers 
of investors. 

But Geoffrey Robinson, the multimillion¬ 
aire Paymaster General who has assumed 
special responsibility for the account, be¬ 
lieves that they are mostly the undeserving 
rich from socio-economic groups A and B. 
The £50,000 limit has angered thousands 


of the prudent of all classes who have been 
using'Peps to supplement their p ension 
savings. The imposition of this arbitrary 


firm of advisers specialising in Peps, said 
that many of those who had contacted him 
had holdings below the £50,000 maximum 
but had hoped to build unbinds above this 
limit Mr Hollands said: ‘They are teachers, 
local government workers and the like who 
do not wish to rely on the Stale in their old 
age. Most told me they had voted Labour." 

Another source of grievance is the abrupt 
change in the rules. Those who had 
embarked on saving in Peps and Tessas feel 
that they have been misled. Elspeth May, 
partner at KFMG, said: “What guarantee is 
there that they will not change the rules 
again? How confident are people going to 
be about opening an Isa in the light of this 
about-turn?" 

In this Weekend Money special, we 
explain what the Isa proposals mean for 
your financial future. We also tell you how 
to follow Mr Robinson's example and 
ensure that all savings above £50,000 can be 
made tax-free by going offshore. Write to us 
if you too want to take part in the 
consultation procedure. 


claims that people having 
ftps with different providers 
will not need to transfer the 
holdings to one Isa provider. 
For example, a saver with 
£8,000 in an M&G Pep and 
£8.000 in a Perpetual Pep will 
be able to leave these invest¬ 
ments where they are. They 
can use their remaining 
£34,000 below the contribu¬ 
tion limit with another Isa 
provider if they like. Tessas 
will cease to be opened from 
April, 1999. However, people 
taking them out before then 
will be able to run them to 
maturity. After maturity, 
£9,000 of the proceeds can be 
put in an Isa — again subject 
to the overall £50.000 limit. 

rrTj What if I have more 
I Sc I than £50,000 In my en¬ 
tire Pep and Tessa holdings? 

S This is the most contenti¬ 
ous point of the propos¬ 
als. The Government seems 
unable to deride how many 
people have more than 
£50.000 in Peps and Tessas. 
Figures of between 300.000 
and 750,000 have been quoted 
by government sources. As 
Tessas are to be allowed to run 
their term, the £50,000 limit 
has most impact on Pep hold¬ 
ers. Pep holdings exceeding 
E50.000 on October 6, 1999 
(the Government is giving a 
six-month adjustment period) 
will be affected. Holdings 
above that sum become sub¬ 
ject to capital gains tax and 
income tax. Tax will be calcu¬ 
lated from the October date. 
The Treasury does not expect a 
big sell-off of funds because 
investors can continue to hold 
the investments, although 
they will become taxable. 


What happens if I 
have a Pep mortgage? 


It has become common 
for Peps to be used to pay 
off loans. According to Hali¬ 
fax, the Isa could simply re¬ 


place the Pep as a way to pay 
off a mortgage. People with 
Pep mortgages will be able to 
roll over their Peps into the 
Isa, The funds will continue to 
grow tax-free within the Tsa. 


How do I transfer my 
current investments? 


The paper issued by the 
Inland Revenue this 
week is for consultation pur¬ 
poses only. Details of transfer¬ 
ring investments have yet to 
be worked out. The Govern¬ 
ment does not want to see the 
industry imposing high 
charges for changing ftps 
and Tessas into Isas. 


Who wifi lose and 
who will gain with Isas? 


The biggest losers under 
the new savings plans 
will be people with more than 
£50.000 sheltered in ftps. 


They will have to find a way of 
dealing with the excess before 
October1999. As each individ¬ 
ual is allowed a £50,000 limit, 
there may a case for transfer¬ 
ring investments between 
spouses. Bob Rothenberg, of 
Blick Rothenberg, the account¬ 
ancy firm, said that changes 
could mean an extra £1,400 a 
year in tax for an investor with 
£120.000 saved. He explained: 
"Say that he transfers the 
£50,000 maximum into an Isa, 
leaving him with £70.000. If 
he invests this for a return of 5 
per cent, this would give him 
0300 in income. The tax bill 
on this would be £1,400.” 

Many in die financial serv¬ 
ices industry believe that there 
will be no winners under foe 
new scheme. They do not be¬ 
lieve that it will encourage the 
20 million people with no sav¬ 
ings at all to take up the habit 

More Isa details, pages 62,63 
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Lifetime limit deters analyst 



FIDELITY 

Recovery 


5 YEARS 3 YEARS 1 YEAR 


+174% +42% +3% 


UKS^H«Co's +171% +45% -1% 
“s +«2% +74% +4% 


Income +135% +55% +13% 

Jupiter Income Trust compared with the top performing 
fully PEPable unit trusts over 5 years from the four 
largest unit trust management groups 

SoumUhavpaL Offer to bid, gmx Income raimostod. to 1.12.97. 



HOUSE BUYING 


INVESTMENT 



A savings 
accounfcnotjust 
for Christmas 
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wiD determine the vahio of your PEP-- 
As the table shows, over five years Jupiter’s Income 
Trust has handsomely beaten the best-performing fully 
PEPable funds from each of the four largest unit trust 
PEP providers. It has also beaten the same funds over 
one and three years. - ’ , 

Jupiter's performance achievement, over the shorter. 
as well as the longer term, stems from an active and 
consistent investment strategy carried through by a 
of top-quality, long-serving fund managers. 

PEPs win not be available for much longer. Make sure 
you get the most out of yours for 1997/98.. 


Tim Eastwood intends to switch some of his investments into National Savings or Premium Bonds for tax reasons 


W orking for a bank means Tim 
Eastwood took a careful look 
at foe Government's new pro¬ 
posals to encourage savings. 

At 28. and with five years' service at 
Barclays Bank behind him. Mr Eastwood 
has a Tessa but no personal equity plan. 
However, he is concerned that in the 
future he will have saved up more than the 
£50,0U0 Isa tax-free lifetime limit, and 
believes he will have to find other ways to 
invest tax-efficientiy. 

He moved to Cardiff three months 


ago where he works as a risk analyst 
dealing with insolvency issues, particu¬ 
larly with regard to commercial 
property. 

He is renting at present but thinks he 
may buy a house in foe next six months 
when he is familiar with foe city. 

“I am disappointed that foe upper 
limit on rhe amount of money you can 
put in an Isa has been capped." Ik said. 

"I would have liked to have been able 
to hold more than EI.000 in cash in foe 
Isa and because there is no notice period 


on the account I worry that the interest 
rate paid on balances will not be 
particularly high." 

He intends to switch some of his 
investments into National Savings Cer¬ 
tificates or Premium Bonds to make 
them more tax-efficient and says that foe 
problem with having no notice period on 
the savings account is that people will 
have to be very disciplined not to dip 
into their cash fund. 

Marianne Curphey 


Talk to your financial adviser, call us free now or return the coupon. 

J u pot e R 

Leaders in long-term performance 


TOR MORE INFORMATION CALL FREE ON 0500 0500 97 


To: Investor Support Juphar Unit Trust Managers Ltd, Knightsbridge House. 197 Knlghtsb ridge. London Sw"lRftY 
Please send me further information on: Jupiter Income Trust Q The Jupiter PEP Q| Jupiter link Trusts Q 


jj Print Name (Mr/Mrs/ Ms). 


--Address. 
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